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21 The Table. 


C Here foloweth the Table 
of thys pzeſente Booke, called the ſall of 
Pꝛintes, and Pzinceſſes.#c. Whiche boze 
is deupded in to nyne bookes, and euerye 


booke contayneth dyuers chapters, as 


here after foloweth : Ind fyz( of the 
fyꝛſte boke, whiche contapneth 
xxtitt, Chapiters 


\ 


be Pzologue of John Lidgate 
QF Hllok this bone. 

The kyꝛſt Chapter of the firſte 
booke cheweth howe Adam and Eue koz 


theyz inobedience, were put out of Para- 


dyſe: and howe they ſtandinge naked be- 


foze Bochas, deſyzed hym to put theyz 


wofull fall fyʒſte in remembzaunce : And 


howe they and they; oklpꝛynge lived in ſo⸗ 
rowe & wzetchedneſſe: with a Lenuope. 


Tye fyꝛſte chapter. | 
Howe Nembzoth buylded the towze of 
Babylone, to ſaue him ſcife from Noes 


tion, was put from his magnifycence,and 
his towze with ſodayne leupn (mytten 
downe. The ſecond chapter. 

An exclamaciõ ot John Bochas againſt 


pꝛoude folke, chewynge howe God mape 


them and theyz pꝛyde abate, whan it hall 
pleaſe him: and by dyuers meanes # wai⸗ 
es them punych and chaſtice: With alen⸗ 
uo. The third chapter. 

Howe manpe peres were betwene A⸗ 
dam and Rembzoth, aud betwene Nem- 
bꝛoth and Cadmus, and ot dyuers other 
kinges. The four the chapter. 

Ok Ogiges king of Thebes, deafe.bii. 

Ok a greate flode in Teſlaly.leafe. vit, 

Ok goodly Ilys wyke to Apys king of 
Argyue, and howe he was ſbyne by hys 
bꝛother Dilteus. The fyft chapter. 

Ok Griliton that eate hys members foz 
bungre ; With a Lenuop.the ſixt chapter. 
Howe Jupiter rauyched Europa , the 
ddughter ol kynge Agenoꝛ, and how Cad 
mus was lent to ſeke vey in to diuers coũ⸗ 
trees: With a Lenuoy of the tranſlatour, 
Che ſeuenth chapter. 


A goodlye p2oceſſe of Hetes kynge of 
. Colchoz,of Jaſon and Medea, of Theſe⸗ 
us, Splla, ol Milus, and of dyuͤers other: 


Monke of Bury, tranſlatoure 


With a Lenuoy: The eyght Chapter, 


Ok mightye Jabyn kyng of Canaan, 
of Quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes was 
dyſtroyed:With a Lenuoy. The. ir.chap. 
How Atreus kyng of Meſſene wzought 


. Againſte his bzother Thieſtes, and howe 
he llewe his childzen, dilme mbꝛed them in 


pletes, and made the ſaid Thie ſtes to cate 


ok their llech and dz inke ok the yꝛ blode. 


The tenth chapter. 

How Atreus acculed him ſelfe ot mur⸗ 
der, and his bzother of auoutrp. don wth 
Europa the quene:Witha Lenuoy; 
The-fi.chapter. | 

Of duke Theleus, aud of Ariadne that 
ſaued his lyfe in a caue, and ho we he lyke 
a foz[wozne man foꝛ ſoke her, and wedded 
fayze Phedza, which afterwarde ſlew her 
ſelfe:a Lenuoy, The. xii.chapter. 

How Bochas blameth theym that gy- 
ueth haſty credence toliers and flatterers: 
Dith a Lenuoy, The:riit.chapter. 

Ok quene Althea, and howe Hercules 


| by women was bzoughte to confuſion: 
tode, whiche foz his pzyde and pꝛelump⸗ 


itha Lenuoy,The.riiit.chapter, | 
A pꝛoceſſe of Narciſſus, Byblis, Wyzra 
and dyuers other, their infoztunes to Bo- 
chas complaynyng, and how? Narciſſus, 
Byblis, and Myzra dyed at myſchefe. 
with a Lenuoy. The fyftene chapter, 
Ok Pꝛiamus kynge of Troye:and how 
the monke of Burye, tranſiatoureof thys 
boke, wꝛot a boke of the ſiege of Troy tal⸗ 
led Troy boke. the lixtene chapter, 
Bete Bochas authoure of this boke , 
wiyteth agayne the Surquedous pzyde 
of them that truſt to much in theyz riches, 
Theleuentene chapter, anne 
Here alſo John Bochas putteth a great 
pzapſe and commendacyon of ſuretye that 
ſtandeth in pouerte : With a Lenuoy. The 


eyghtene chapter. 


Of mighty Samplon, whiche tolde all 
his counlayle to Dalyda, wherby he was 
— dag ith a Lenuop. The nyntene 
c apter. ? 15 
A chapter of Bochas diſcryuynge the 
malyce that is in omen, The twentye 
chapter, _ . 2 

Thexcuſe ot Bochas fozhys wzytyng 
againſte myſgoueraed women, in maner 
ofa Lenuoy. The.rxi,chapter _ 

Of mpghtye Ppzrus that ſlewe Pol⸗ 
7 11be —_ Iycene 
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died in pouerte, and at the laſt was ſlayne 
by Bozeſtes. The.xxiii.chapter 


ce, The-rriiti.chapter. 


a Lennoy.The.xxv.chapter, | 


CThusendeththe Table with the Cha⸗ 


piters of the fyzſte boke, and here 
_  foloweth the table of the ſe- 
tonde boke which contai⸗ 
neth.xxxi.chap⸗ 
ters. 


lawes, and ruled by good counſayle,had 


beyſaunce, loſt his crown, and was llaine 
by Philiſtees: with a Lenuop of the tranl⸗ 
latoure. 5 5 
A commendacion of Bochas, bpon the 
bertue of Obedyence. Lohe the leate.xli. 
' Bowe kynge Roboam, foz ayupnge 
faythe to yonge counſaple loſte the bene- 
nolence of his people, and at the laſt dyed 
a fole: With a lenuop. The ſecond chapter 
Achapiter diſcryninge, howe Pꝛinces 
beyng hedes oftheyz commontees.,hould 
haue noble chiualty and true Judges to 
gouerne the commons. The third chap, 
Howe Muciug Sceuolaſlewe an in- 
notente in ſtede of kynge Pozcenna, that 
__ wn = IT — — 4 —— 
owe Lucrece oppzeſſed by Tarquine 
flewe herfeifer he fyfrh chapter. 
- Howe Rome was gouerned after the 
deth of Lucrece, andhow Uirginia was 
by her father llapne:with a Lenuoy. The 


fi e chapter. | bs 
ha eroboam kynge of Jſraell, 


Boe J | 
foz ydolatry and diſobedience, came to a 
myſcheuous 3 . . 
owe zartas kynge of Ethyec 
llapne in battfple.The eyght . — | 
Howe Nadabkynge of Jeruſalem loſt 
both ſceptre and crowne. The ninth chap, 


ML; The Table. 
rene, whiche fox his pꝛyde and audutrye 


manye greate victozies : But at the laſte 
fot his pꝛide, pꝛelumpeion, and greate difo-: 


How the vengeable pzince zambꝛzias ſe! 


, atowze onfy2e and bzentehimlelfe. The 
Ol Machapꝛe and of his ſuſter Cana⸗ 


Ok kyng Fchab and Jeſabel his wyke, 


| ' Theleuenth chapter, 
The letter of complaynte wzytten by 


Canace to her bzother Pachayze . With | 


Howe the quene Ithalia foz her tp⸗ 
ranny was flayne. The. rit. chapter 
Howe Pydo Quene ot Cartage ſlewe 


her lelke foz the conſeruacion of her chaſti⸗ \ 


tie: With a Lenuoy. The. xiii.chapter 
'A Lenuop dyzecte to wydowes; of the 


- tfanſlatour-loke the leafe.1. 


Howe the vycious Sardanapalus king 


- of Iſſirie,bzenthim ſelfe and his treſoure. 


The kourtene chapter. 628 
I commendacton ef John Bochas of 
vertuous bulyneſſe, rcherfpng the names 


- ofdpuers founders of ſcyences in repzefe 
ok ydelneſſe ; With a Lenuoy, The fyfrene 


Chapter. 

Howe Imasias in Juda kyng,foz his 
pꝛyde and pzeſumpcion was venquiſched 
— and after ſlapne. The ſixtene 
chapter. 


Howe Oſias ſucceadynge kynge nexte 


in Juda,was(mytten with lepze.The le⸗ 


uentene chapter, - 


An exoztacion fox Pꝛintes to take hede 
that they do nat againe the tommaunde⸗ 


mentes of God. The eyghtenechapter. 
» Howe kyng Ozeas was taken by king 
Salmanaſer,and dped in pꝛiſon. The. xix 
chapter. 
Howe Senacherpb kynge of Iſſyzie 
was ſlayne,The twenty chapter. 
Howe kyng Sedechyas foz falſe foz- 
ſwearing was made blinde, and ſlayne in 
pꝛyſon:with a Lenuoy. Che. xxi.chapter 
Fowe kynge Aſtiages laboured to dil⸗ 
heryte Cyʒus, but God woulde nat ſuffre 
him in his malyte to pꝛeuayle:with a Les 
noy. The two and twenty chapter. 
Howe Candalus kinge ofLyde was 
made cockold. The thze and twenty chap. 
Bow all thyng that king Pydas tou⸗ 
ched was tourned to golde, and pet at the 
taft he dyed iu myſery and wierchedneſſe, 
(The four and'tHenty chapter. 
Ok Balthazar kyngeofBabylone, and 


howe Dantellerpown ne,Techell, 

Phares. je fineand wen er, 

." Dow Cre! N were be⸗ 

quiſhed by Cyꝛus and how the ſon of Cre 

(us was llayne at the huntyng of a — 
00 
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booze. The. xxvi. chapter. | 
owe the cruell tyzaunt Cirus dely⸗ 
ted euer in laughter and cheding of blode, 


and ſo ended: With a Lenuoy. The. xxvii. 


chapiter. N 7 2 

Howe Amilius fo couetiſe ſlewe hys 
bꝛother, and how Remus and Romulus 
were noꝛyched by a che Wolfe. The eighte 
and twenty chapiter. | 

owe Metius kynge of Flbanoys,foz 
bycaule he was falſe of his othe and pꝛo⸗ 
myſe, was dꝛawen all in pieces. The nine 
and twenty chapiter. 

Howe all Pzynces choulde be true ot 
theyz othes and pꝛompſe, in auoyding all 


doubleneſſe and diſcepcion. The. xxx. cha. 


— Hoſtilius the fyꝛſt that ware 


coloure, was conſumed with fyzie 


¶ Tyus endeth the table with the Chap⸗ 
ters of the ſecond boke.and here fo⸗ 
lowcth the table of the third boke, 
which contayneth.xxvii, 
2232 Chapters. 
be Pꝛologue of the tranſlatour. 
EA The fyzſte chapiter of the thyzde 


of falſe goddes, was conſumed wpth tyzie 
leuyn. The fy2lt chapter, | 
Howe Anchus kynge of Rome was 

murdzed by Lucinyo,by the aſſente ofhys 
wyfe. The.tii.chapter. 
Doe Lucinio thatmurdzed Anchus 
was after murdꝛed him ſelke: with a Len⸗ 
uoy. The thyꝛde chapiter. 

Howe after the offence doone to Lucre⸗ 


ce by Tarquin , there was neuer kynge- 


crowned in Rome. The fourth chapter. 
The grenous complaynt of Lucrece 
fozher oppꝛeſſpon. The fyfth chapter 
A complaynt of Bochas vpon Luxutie 
of Pꝛinces, as by enſample of manpe dy- 
ners miſchaunces declareth:with a Len⸗ 
uoy. Lohe lcafe.irri, e 
Dow Cambyles,aſſentyng to the mur⸗ 


The Table. 


\#boke treteth:how Andalus doc⸗ 


dꝛe of his bzother Mergus at ð laſt lefve 
him ſelt:and how Ozopaſtes occupied the 
crowne of Perte by vniuſt tytell, and how 
he was llaine. The lixte chapiter. | 

Howe Dary obtaynyng the kingdome 
of Perce by ſleyghte, ended with Game, 
The ſeuenth chapter. 

How Cozolyan was by Bomapnes exi⸗ 
led, and ok the warre he made agaynſte 
them, and howe whan he belieged theym 
they lente oute his mother and his wyke, 
wyth other to treate koz a peace, whiche 
they optayned: and howe he was after ex⸗ 
iled agapne and laine. The. viii. chapter. 


Dowe Meltiades Duke of Ithenes, 


with a \mal nombze venquiched ſire hun⸗ 
dꝛed thouſand Perctens, and after by hys 
commens (that ape of cuſtome delireth 
chaunge of Pzinces)was chapnedin pꝛy⸗ 
—_— lo dyed: With aLenuoy, The.ir, 
apter . | 
Howe Xerxles kyngeof Perce, foz hys 
rauin and couetyſe was dyſmembzed in 
{mal pieces:with a Lenuoy. The.x. chap. 
How Artabanug murdzed kyng Xerr- 
ſes,and howehe was after murdzed him 
(elfe. The lenenth chapter; | 
Ok duke Palantes, and the Sparte- 
noies that warred on them of Meſſene foꝛ 
rauychyng ol theyz mapdens. The twelfth 
chapter. 2 
Howe Ceſon Quincius out of Rome 
was exyled. and howt Graccus Cloelly- 
us pꝛinteot Equopes was take pzyſoner, 


The. xiii. chapter. 


Bochas reherſeth the tyzanny ol Appy⸗ 
us and falſneſſe of Judges: With a Len⸗ 
uoy. The fourtene chapter. 

Bochas againe the vntruthe of Jud⸗ 
ges.Loke the leafe.lxxxi. 174 

An exclamacion of Bochas agaynſte 
the extoꝛcion of the officers of Rome. The 
kyfrene Chapter | 

Howe Ficibyades was exiled, and af- 
ter bꝛent in his bedde. The lixtene chapter 
In exclamacyon of John Bochas,bp- 
on the deathe of Alcibiades: with a Lens 
uoy. The leuentene chapter. 8 
Bochas waiteth agayne the deſyres of 
wozldly people. The. xvili. chapter. 

Bochas ſpekynge againe ydelneſſe,re- 
herſeth howe ſome meu hane pleaſure in 
one Science and ſome in another. Che. xix 
chapter, i: 8 | 

| . iii Bowe 
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| — Malleus Dnke of Cartage, 
fozhys opp 


zeſſion and tyzanny was hew⸗ 
en to peces: with a Lenuoy. The.xx.chas 


I | 
= Howe the ſubſfaunce of the hooſte of 
Hymilcho duke of Cartage,as they went 
to conquere Cecile, dyed of the Peſtilence, 
and howe he was after layne him leite. 
The.xxi.chapiter. 

Howe Heynon Duke of Cartage was 


. diſmembzed: with a Lenuoy. The two x 


The authour agaynſt couitous people 
loke the leafe.lxxx vii. 
Howe Euagozas kyng of Cypꝛe was 


by Artaxerſes outrayed and put from his 


kyngdome. The.rxtit.cha, 
Yowe Theon kinge of Egypte was by 


Artaxerles dzinen frome hys kyngdome, 


andhowehe fledde in to Arabye. The 
koure and twenty chapiter. 
Howe Amintas of Matedone kynge, 


had by Erudice his wyfe, Alyſandze, Ber 


dica, and Philyppe, who were after laine 
The. xx b. Chapiter, 


Howe the pꝛoude tyꝛaunte haman was 


hanged, and the Janocentes pzeſerued, - 
The. xx bi.chapiter | 
«Oftye two bzethern,Frtarerſcs and 


Cy:us, andhowe Irtaxerſes ſle we hys 


chyldꝛen and Concubynes,and howe they 
ended; with a Lenuoy. The.xxvit.chapit, 


Thus endeth the Table with the cha- 
piters of the thyꝛde boke, and here 
foloweth the table ofthe fourth 
boke whiche contapneth 
xxvi. chapiters. 

The Cable of the fourth bobe. 
=De pꝛologue of the tranſlatour. 
Che fyꝛʒũte chapiter of the fourth 


| K \boke dechareth : howe Matcug 
tiug w2oughte foz Uo 


<< —w_ | 
towne, and howe at the laſte foz all hys 


Tybze and lo dzowned. - 

Dow Bochas waireth in parte againſt 
ſuche as can nat becontente wyth ſuffy- 
ſaunce but vſurpe to high dignyties, with 


a Lenuoy. The ſeconde chapiter. 
Howe Nectanabus kynge of Egypte, 


was by Xerxſes conftrayned to ſipe u 
kyngdome. The third chap. < | 
Howe Paulanias Dake of Lacedems, 
was exyled by them of Ftyenes. The.titi, 
chapiter, | 
Howe Helyarchus the tyꝛaunt. foꝛ ex⸗ 
toꝛcion and oppꝛeſſion, was flayne by the 
knyght Leonydesg, The fyfth - 
chapter. | in 

Howe the bycious Dyonis kynge of 
Cycyle ſlewe his bzetherne and kynrede, 
and howe he was exiled and died at myl⸗ 
chefe with a Lenuoy. The 
lixt chapter. 

The authour againe pzeſumptnoug 
people # pꝛinces holding thelelfe as gods 
(The ſeuenth chapiter. | 

Howe kynge Pollicrate fo2 extozcion 
and tyzanny was hanged. tyll euery ioynt 
fyl from other. The eight chapter 

Howe the tyzaunte Alexandze ſlewe 
his Philoſopher Caliſtenes with dyuers 
other, foz ſayinge trouth:with a Lenuop. 


(The nynth chapter. 


Vowe Alexander kynge ok Py2othe, 
aduenturynge to palle the floude of Ache⸗ 
ronte, was flayne therin, by them that he 
truſted moſt, The tenth chap. 

owe Daty kynge of Perce and Me⸗ 
de, was oufrayed by Alexander kynge of 
Macedon : with a Lenuoy, The leuenth 

A chapiter of Bochas, wherein he re- 
membzeth the batapltes and loſſes of re- 
almes of antiquite, with the fallynge of 
dyuers nobles, The.rii.chap. | 

Howe Eumenydes was twile outrated 
by Antigonus; and at laſt dyed in pzyſon, 
LOity a Lenuoy. The:riti-chapiter. 

Howe Queene Olimpiades,foz che de 
lyted in vyces, in — 1 and in venge⸗ 
aunce.dyed at milcheke: With a Lenuoy. 


Vowe Agathocles of low byzthe bozne 
attaygned vnto ropall dygnpte, and howe 
he ended in pouerte and wzetchedneſſe: 
With a Lenuoy. The fiftene chapiter. 

-- - Howe Callander ſlewe the wyfe of A- 
lexander and Hercules her ſonne, and 
howe Antipater flew hys mother, and of 
dyners other murders. The lixtene cha- 


piter. =_ | 
| Dftwo pzefectes, Perdicas and 1. 
R 2005 | | mintas 


(The fourtene chapiter. 


2 
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mintas The. xbii.cha. | 

How DSadzocottus bozne of low degre, 

cheriſhed robbours & theues. The xviii.ca. 
- Bowe Seleuchns the myghtye pꝛynce 

was ſlayne by the great Tholome kyng of 

Egypte. The xix.chap. 4 ; 

Howe the two ſons of Queene Ircynoe 
wer by their mothers traitourouſly ſlaine, 
and che exyled, with a Lenuoy, The. xx. 
Chapter. 
- Yowe Ceramius of Macedopne kynge 
that murdzed hys coſyns , was ſlaynein 
battayleby them of Fraunce. The xxi.cha. 

Bow the pzince Belgius was dilcofited 
and bꝛought to nought. The.rrii.chap. 
How duke B2ennus delytyng to robbe 
and ſteale miſchiuouſiye ended: wyth a 
Lenuoy. The xxui.chap. | 

Howe Pyzrus kyng of Pyzothe lyſt not 
lpue in peace, but thzoughe pꝛyde and pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpcion in warre, came to miſchaunce. 
The xxiui. Chapter. ins 

Pow the tyʒaũt Ariſtotimus by treche- 
rous woꝛkynge, let aiyde the ryght lyne, 


and howe he was crowned kyng of Epiro⸗ 


thes and after ſlayne. The.xxb.chap. 
Howe Nueene Ircinoe fo2 her aduon⸗ 

trye done wyth Demetrius huſbande of 

Beronices, ended in ſoꝛowe. The. xxvi.ca. 


¶ Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap⸗ 
ters ok the fourth boke, and here fo- 
loweth the table of the fifth boke, 
whiche contayneth.xxxiit. 
Chapters. 


Che table of the ylth bone. 


M the fy2lt Chapiter of the fifth 
|\3)||booke Bochas wꝛyteth agaynſt 
7 |them that delyte in beautpe aud 
eemelvneſſe, callynge to purpoſe 
howe a man boꝛne in Tuſcan, whiche ex⸗ 
celled in beautye and fayzeneſſe:and fozhe 
woulde nat geue occaſion to other to ſinne, 
diſfigured his viſage and bodye, with ma⸗ 
nye a greuous wounde and ſpotte, with a 
Lenuoy.  - | | 
Howe the two bzetherne Seleuchus 
and Antiochus eche of them deſirynge to 
excell other, fyll at diſcozde;andſoendedin 
miſchete. The ſeconde ca. 
Howe the noble Queene Laodomya 
was llayne in the Temple, and ok the ven- 


geaũce that was take bpon hym that ſie w 
her. The thyzde chapter. 8 

Howe Cleomenes kynge of MPacedone 
was llayne with his wife and chyldꝛen. 
The fourth chapter, ; 

Df kynge Nero, Coznely and Hany- 
bal. The fyfth Chapter. | 

Ok the duke zantipas that was caſt in- 
to the lea. The lixt chapter, 

Howe Marcus Regulus of his frewyll 
dyed foz the common weale: wyth a Len⸗ 
uo. The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Tholome kyng of Egypte called 
Philopater ſlewe hys father aud mother, 
and his wife, and how he ſpent his tyme in 
lecherpe, and of his milcheuous ende. The 
eyght Chapter. | 

Howe Bzithomarus and Uiridomas 
rus dukes of Fraunce, after great battays 
les were by Romapynes ſlayne. CThe.ix.ca. 

Howe Spyphax the kynge of Numedy 


was taken and how he died in pꝛiſon. The 


tenth Chapter. | 
Howe Nabyn haupng no tytell of right 
but by tyꝛanny, toke onhym to be kyng of 
Matedone, and howe he was llayne. The 
eleuenth chapter, 3 
Bochas reherſeth the moꝛtall warres 
that hathe been betwene the Romapnes 
and Affricans.The.twelth cap. 
How king Perſeus was by the Romats 
nes outrayed and after take. The.xtit.cap, 
Howe the people of Ichaia wyth theyz 
chefe titie called Cozinthe , by Romapnes 
was diſtroyed. The fourtene chapter. 
Howe the great Fntiochus vſyng riote 
and vicious liuynge, by Marcus Actilius 
was outrayed and dyed ſodaynlype, with a 
Lenuoy. The fiftene chapter. 
Howe Jeronimus kynge of Cpꝛacuſe 
was ſlaine, and how Scipio Affrican that 


laboured foz the common weale of Romai⸗ 


nes was eriled by them, and ſo died. The 
lixtene chapter. 
Howe Scipio Aſpan loꝛde of Ilye,that 


laboured euer fo2 the common weale was 


at laſt murdzed. The ſeuentene thap. 
Howe duke Philopomenes was take, 
put in pziſon and after dꝛanke poyſon and 
ſo died. The eyghtene chapter. Wi: 
Ok the thyꝛd Scipton Naſica that euer 
wꝛought muche foz the commonty, with a 
Lenuoy. The. rtx.chapter 
Howe duke Hamball after many victo⸗ 
| *+,1til, rioug 


— 


The Table. 


tious dedes ſiewoe hym ſelfe with poyſon: 
with a Lenuop. The twenty chapter. 

Howe Pꝛuſias kynge of Bityinpe that 
betrayed Hanibal wouide haue dicherited 
bys ſonne and heyze, went a beggynge in 
ſtrange landes. The.xxi.chaptet. 

Howe Perles of Pacedone kyng, that 
empopſoned his bzother was by Emilpus 
outraped and dyed in pꝛyſon. The xxii.ca. 
Howe Amonpus a pꝛynce of Antioche, 
delytynge in pyllage and robberye with o⸗ 
ther vicious lyuynge, ſled in womans clo⸗ 
thyng, after taken & layne. The xxiii. cap. 

Howe Andꝛiſcus of low byzth boꝛne, ha⸗ 
uyng no tytle became kinge of Matedone, 


was taken, a died in pꝛiſon. The xxiiii.ca. 


Howe Yliſander Ballas kyngof Sur⸗ 
ry foꝛ extoꝛcion, pzide,# bnkyndnes,dyed 
at miſchefe:with a Lenuoy, Thexxv.chap. 

Bochas agaynſt the rebellions and ledi⸗ 
tions in Rome betwene Trikunes and the 
commons. The. xx vi.chapter. 

Howe the wyfe of Baſdzabal b2ent her 
ſelke and her childzen.The.rxvit.chapter. 
Ol Machabeus Jonathas taken by the 
kyng of Surry,Therrviii.ca. 

How Demetrius the leconde loſt at the 
laſt his head. The.xxix.cha. 

Howe zebenna kyng of Surry by intru⸗ 
lion entrynge had a miſcheuous endynge. 
The. xxx. Chapter. | 

How Bitynctus byng of Auergnoyes, 
bythe Komapnes was taken and died in 
pꝛilon. The. xxxi.chapter. | 

Howe the tyzaunt Euergetes wedded 
quene Cleopatra, and howe he ſlewe her 
lonne, exiled hys wyfe, a wedded her dou⸗ 
ghter. The.xxxii.chapter. 

- How Jugurtha by intruſion was king 
of Numidy,flew the ryghtfull heires, and 
howe he was after dzowned hym lelke: 
with a Lenuoy.,The.xxxiii.chap, 


Thus endeth the table with the chaps 
ters ofthe fifth boke,and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the ſyxt boke, 
which contayneth (lenentene 


chapters, 


Ochas ſyttynge in his ſtudyeall 

{ alone w2pteth a great pzocefſe, 
bow Foztune litze a monſtruous 
pvpmage hauyng an C. hãdes, ap⸗ 
peared vnto him and ſpake, and Bochas 


vnto her:makynge betwene them manye 
great argumentes # reaſons of Foztunes 
chaunces. Leat᷑.cxxxiiii. 

In ß lirũ chapter of the lyxt boke, Foꝛ⸗ 
tune rehearſeth her conditions vnto Bo⸗ 
chas, chewynge hym howe che hath many 
one enhaunſed foz a tyme, and anone after 
Ge hath them lodaynly ouerthzowen, 

Howe Gayus Marius of {owe by2the 
bozne,came to hie eſtate, which blent with 


couetyſe,after many great batayls dyed at 


miſchete. The ſleconde chap. 

- Yowe kynge Mithzidate abode ſeuen 
yere in wylderneſſe, and had great tour⸗ 
mentes bothe on (ea and land, by hys blode 
bzought to vttraunce , and howe he llewe 
hym lelfe with a ſwozde : with a Lenuoye, 

Howe Eucradites kyng of Sithie, was 
ſlayneby Demetrius , and after hys car- 
rayne caſt to houndes. The.tiit.chapter. 

Howe Herodes king of Parthoys war- 
red with the Romayns, whiche after ys 
ſonneand heyze was ſlayne , made his ba⸗ 
ſtarde ſonne kynge, that anone after ſlewe 
hys father. The fifth chapter, | 

Howe Fimbꝛis a conſull of Rome flew 
hym ſelfe. The lyxt chapter. 7 

Ok Albinius that was ſlapne with ſto⸗ 
neg. The leuenth chapter. 

Howe Adzian bozue of lowe degre fal⸗ 
ſixe vſurped to be kyng of Rome, whych w 
his churles was afcer bꝛent. The exghte 
chapter. 

Howe Sinthonius king of Trace p all 
coueited,all fozwent , and died in pouerte, 
The.ix.chapter. 

Bochas in bꝛiefe ſentente maketh a diſ⸗ 
cription of the kyngdome of Trace, and 
palleth ouer lyghtlye vnto the actomplich⸗ 
ment ot hys boke. The tenth chapter. 

Howe after manye great conqueſtes of 
duke Pompey,there beganne great warre 
betwene hym and Julius, and how there 
were thze hundzed thouſande (layne , and 
at the laſte the head of Pompey (myt of: 
with a Lenuoy.'The.ri.chapter. 

Howe the noble Julius Ceſar bzent 
the veſſel of Tholome, (loughe Achyllas, 
that woulde haue murdzed hym, and after 
hys- great victozyes , he hym (elfe was 
flayne wyth bodkpns by B2utus Caſſius. 
The twelfth chapter. = | 

Howe ß laſt Scipion eolalere of Rome, 
foz he woulde not lpue in ſeruage of dag 
in 
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lius, rouehym ſelſe 1 | : wytha 
Lenuope. The thirtene chapter. 
How Octautan ſucteded next, and how 
we murdzers of Julius dred at milchefe, 
The fourtene chapter. 
Howe Tullius was two tymes exiled, 


and atlaſt flaine by Pompiliug, The fyf- 5 


tene chapter. 
A chapter agapne tanglers and diffa- 
mers of rethozike. The ſixtene chap. 
Howe Sextus warred agapne Tri- 
umuir, and of the death ol great Anthony 
and Cleopatras. The leueatenth chap. 


Thus endeth the table wyth the Chap- 
ters ofthe lyxte boke.and here folo⸗ 
weth the table of the leuenth 
boke, which contapneth rt, 
| chapters. 


\F Antony lonne # heire to > the great 
Intony, and ok Celarius, Julia, A- 
S gxippa, Caſlius, and Galbus. The 
tyꝛſt chapter. | 

Vo the tyzaunt Herodes ſlew his wyke 
and childzen and after warde hym (elfe di- 
ed at michefe: with a Lenuoy, The ii.chap. 

Of Intipas exiled by Octauian; and of 
Archelaus ſonne of Herodes the (cconde, 
The thyꝛde Chapter. | 

Ok the rife betwene Calligula, Tibe⸗ 
rius and Meſſalyne. The thirde chap, - 

Ok the moſte vicious and crucli tyzant 
Nero that llew Peter and Paule. and laſt 
of _— bym lelfe: with a Lenuop. The fyfth 

Chapter, 

How Eleazarus a Jewe bozne, foz ex- 
to2cion and robbery was dzought into pꝛi⸗ 
(on and there ended, The lxxt chapt. 
Howe the heade of Galba was (initten 
of, fylled full of golde, andoffred at the (e- 
pulture of Nero, Theſeuenth chapter. 

How Occho and Uiteilius fozglotony, 
lechery,ribandy,and tyꝛaunye, ended mil⸗ 
cheuouſly, The epght chapter. 

Bochas complapacth agaxne the foule 
| byceof — The nynth has. 

I chapter diſcriupng thegolden wazlde, 
that is to ſape, whan temperaltnce had the 
 gouernaunce:with a Lennop. The x.chap. 

How the kinred ol Jacob was diſtroicy, 
Chziſt boꝛne & crucified, Jeruſale diſtroy⸗ 
ed:and xi. hundzed. M. layne by ſwozde, 
hungre, kyze, a peſtilence, The-xi.chapter, 


* 


Chus endeth the table with thechap⸗ 
ters ofþ leuenth boke, and here fc- 
loweth the table of the eyghte 
. bokezwhiche contayne th 
xx vii. chapters. 


 Thetableof the eyabt boke, 


6 — the tranſlatour. | 
The fir chapter of the eyght boke 
pꝛoude tyzaunt - 
Domicianemperour of Moine, and manye 
other emperours a nobies foz th their 4 — 
a and wetchedueſſe ended nulche- 


Howe Gallpen lonne of Uaierian was 
ſlayne. The ſetonde chapter. 

How Quintilius was murdzed by wos 
men. The thy2de chapter. 

Of Turelian in Denmarke bone. The 
fourth chapter. 

Howe Pꝛobus diſcomfited the Bomay- | 
nes, and after was llayne. The fyfth chap. 

Howe Clarus and hys two {onnes were 
miſcyened, The ſyxt chapter. | 

How the noble Queene zenobia fought 
with Furelian ; and howelye was take. 
The ſeuenth chapter. 

Howe Galerius oppꝛeſſed martyzs and 
chnſtes fayth , and ot his miſcheuous end. 
The ergbt chapter. 

How Maxente the emperour enempe to 
Chꝛiſtes fayth, ended milcheuouſiye . The 
nynth chapter. 

How Lucinius enemy to Chꝛiſtes faith 
was ſlayne., The tenth chapter, 

Ok Couſt antine and Criſpus, and how 
Dalmatius was ſlayne. The eleuenth ca. 

Ok the bzethzen Conſtaunce and Con ⸗ 
ſtancius and how Magnencius x Decius 
inurdzed them lelues. The twelfth chapter 

Howe Conſtantine baptiſed by Silue⸗ 
ter, was cured of his lepzy.Therxiii.chap. 

Home Julian Apoſtata enemy to Chzi- 
ſtes fayth, by falſe illuſion was choſen em- 
peroure and after (layne . The fourtenth 
Chapter, | 
owe the emperour Ualence ewe ho⸗ 
Ire hermites, ched cheiſten bloude, diſtroy⸗ 
ed — after was bzent hun lelkt. | 
The fiftene chapter. 


Ok kyng Amalicius and howe Statian 
and Theodoſy diſt royed temples of falſe 
goddes, and yowe Gracian was 1255 4 

Yg 
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; | 8 8 Po 
flyght. The ſyxtene chayter. 
A govdly pꝛoceſſe howe Theodoſp with 
pꝛapet and (mall numbze gate the victozye 
of a great numdꝛe. The ſeuentene chapter. 
How knightes and gentle men chaſe A⸗ 
lerike kyng,and howe the commons chaſe 
Radagalus which had a miſcheuous end. 
The eyghtene chapter. | 
. Howe Ruffyn chamberlapne with The- 
odoly vſurped to be Emperour , & foz hys 
pꝛeſumplion condempued. by :Honozius, 
and hys head lit of. The xix.chapter. 
- Howe Stillicon and other of lyke con- 
dicion ended miſcheuduſiy. The xx.chap. 
A goodly pꝛoceſſe of þ aucthoz why Rome 
was deſtroped, s foz the lame oz like cauſe 
were diuers other realines diſtroped, The 
Ni. Chante . 
Howe the. kynges Trabſtila and Bu⸗ 
ſurns wer bꝛought vn to ſubiection # made 
tributaries to Theodozike, The xxii.cha. 
hoe philitheus loſte his kingdome. 
The xxiii. Chapter. | 
Howe Symacke and Boes hys' ſonne 
in law were banithed. and after iudged to 
die. The. xxiui.chapter. | 
Ok uynge Arthur and hys conqueſtes, 
and of the commodities of Englande, and 
how he was diſceyued by his colyn Moz- 
dꝛede: with a Lenuoy. The rrv.chapter. 
An exclamacion of Bochas agapne fol⸗ 
kes þ be vnkinde to theyz kynred. Fo. xvii. 
Of Giliuill kyng of Uenandze a of thze 
other kinges: and how they were diſtrop⸗ 
ed. The xxvi. chapter. 


owe Albuinus was murdzed by hys 


wife Roſamonde,and howe che foꝛ her ab- 
hominable dealynge and vicious lyfe was 
llayne allo. The rxvii.chapter. 


Thus endeth the table with the chap- 

ters of the eight boke, and here folo⸗ 

weth the table ok the nynth bote, 

j whypche contapneth.xxxviii. 
chapters, 


 CThetable ofthenynth bote. 


He lirſt chapter of the ninth boke che⸗ 
weth , howe the Emperour Mauri⸗ 
a + Ciu$ his wyke and his chyldzen were 


SN Nlayne at Calcidony, 


Df Machomet the kalle pꝛophet, and 
howe he beynge dzonke , was devoured as 


monge (wyne, The ſeconde chapter. 

Howe Bꝛounchvide a quene ot Fraunce 
llewe her kynne, and bzought thi lande in 
deuilion, & after was hanged a hewen in 
ſmal peces: with a Lenuoy, Che iii.chap. 

Bochas maruepleth of the great malice 
and crueite of Hzuncyylde, Fol.xxviii. | 

Howe Eraclius the Emperour ſuſtay⸗ 
ned herelx, fyll into dꝛoplye and ſickenefſe 
vncutable, and ſo died. Thefourth chapter. 

Howe Conſtantine the ſonne of Eracli⸗ 
us fo2 ſuppoꝛtyng of errours and hereſies 
was murdꝛed in a ſtewe by hys owne knits 
ghtes. The fyfth chapter. 

Dowe Gilulphus'was flayne, and howe 
hys wife foꝛ her vicious liupng ended mil⸗ 
cheuouſly, The ſyxt chapter. 


Ok Juſtinian$ kalle extozcioner, which 


was exiled by Patrictan , and after that 
his nole cut fro his head, and both his eyen 
put out. The ſeuentih chapter. 


.- Howe Philip the emperour dyed at mil⸗ 
chefe. Che eyght chapter. 


Dowe Fnaſtaſe was compelled to leaue 
the empire and lyue in pouerte. The ix.cap. 
Dow the head of Lupus kyng of Lom- 
bardy was (\myt of by Grymbaldus , The 
tenth chapter. % 
Howe the head of Alexius was ſmyt of 
by Comperton. The eleuenth chapter. 
Hom Atiperton was dꝛowned with his 
rycheſſe. The twelkth chapter. | 
' PoweDedpzeby pope Indzian # Char s 
les of Fraunce was put to flight and dyed 
at miſchete. The .The.x:it.chapter 
Ok Pope John a woman, and howe che 
was put downe. The fourtenth C 
Bochas tounſapleth pꝛynces tor 
bꝛe on Arnolde. Fol. xx vl. 
Ok Charles of Lozapne that was con⸗ 
founded foz hungre. The fyftene Chapter. 
Howe kpnge Salamon whilom k | 
of Hungry was put to flyght. The. 
How Petro kyngof Hungry was 1 
The.rviti.chapter, | 
- 'Yowe Diogenes the emperour wa 
ken, and hys eyen put out. The. xbiii.chap. 
dow Robert duke of Nezmandy fought 
with the turkes, and choulde haue had the 
crovone of Jeruſalem, and how he dyed at 
miichete. The. xix. Chapter. 205 
How Joceline pꝛince of Rages foz pꝛide, 


ſiouth, and letherye, died in pouerte, The 
twenty chapter. 


Powe 
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owe the Emperoure And2onicus ſlewe 
all that were of the noble bloude, cheryched 
vicious people, ànd howe he was alter han⸗ 
ged: with a Lenuoy. The. xxi.chapter. 

Of Jlacius made blynde, and take at 


_ miſcheke. The. xxii.chapter. 


Of Yenry the eldeſt (onne of Frederike 
- 8 by hys father, The. xxiii 
apter, | 

A commendacion_of Bochas to ſuche as 
be — hep — hey WUD 

LL ankrope of Poile w 
Che. xxiiii.chapter. 8 

Howe Ences kinge of Sardiny dyed in 
p2yſon. The.rrv.chapter, 

Oka nother Frederike that was ſlaine by 
the iudgement of his bzother,The.rxvi.chap- 
ter. 3 
How Manimettus and Yrgones dyed at 
milchete. The.rxvit.chapter. 

How Charles king of Jeruſalem and Ci⸗ 


eyle foz his auarice and aduoutrye dyed at 


miſcheke: with a Lenuoy. The.xxviti.chapter 
Ok Hugoline Erle of Pile ſlapne in pziſon 
Che. xxix. Chapter. 1 
Howe Pope Boniface the eyght was take 
by the lynage of Columpnes, and howe he 
—— — died in pꝛiſon. The thyꝛ⸗ 


how the oꝛder ol templers was founded, - 


and Jaques with other of the oꝛder bzente, 
Che xxxi. Chapter, 5 


Bochag commendeth Theodozus wyth 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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other two Philoſophers toz cheir great paci⸗ 
ente. The.xxxii. Chapter. 
Bochas here commendeth humilite. Folli. 


xxxui. 


Yovoe Philippe le Bele of Fraunte was 
ſlayne with a wilde Boze, and of his thzee 
lonnes and they: wedding. Che. xxxiii. chapt. 

How duke Gaulter of Flozence foz his ti⸗ 
ranny,lecherye; and couetyſe, ended in miſ- 
chete. The.xxxuii.chapte x. 

Of Philipot Cathendiſe bon of low birth 
which came to high eſtate, and after how ſhe 
her ſonne and her doughter were bzent. The 

How kynge Sauſes was ſlayne by hys 
coſyn, which was bzother to the kinge of Ar⸗ 
ragon./The.rrxvi.chapter. | 

Howe Lewes kynge of Jeruſalem and 
Cicyle was put downe. The.rxxvit.chapter. 

Howe kynge John of Fraunce was take 
pzyſoner at Poyters by pzpnce Edward, and 
bzought into England: with a Lenuop. The 
rxxbin.chapter. | 

Bochas reherſeth howe Foztune hathe 
made many hygh eſtates viiwarelye dilcend 


Fol. xxxviii. 


The wozdes of the tranſlatoure where- 
with he endeth hys boke. Pe 


za Thus endeth the table with the chapters 


of the ninth and laſt boke,and here 
after foloweth the pzologue 
of the traullatour. 


The Molo 


tranſlatoure of this 
 wozke, 


Ie that ſumtime did his diligece, (late 
The boke of Bochas, in Frech to trã⸗ 


John Lydgate monke of Burpe, 


Out ot latin, he called was Laurtce: - 


Thetymeremembzed truely and the date 
s whe kyng John thzough his moztal fate 
pziſoner bzought vato this region, 
Than he began firſt on this tranſlation. 


In his P2ologue affirmyng of reaſon, 
That artifiters hauyng exerciſe, | 

Way chaunge and turne bygood diſcreſion 
Shapes and fozmes, #newiy them demie: 


Make and vnmaze in many a ſundzy wile, 


— 


gue of 


The P20 logue . 


Jn whiche pꝛoteſſe lyke as J am learned, 
Ye in his tyme, ot cunnyng did excel: 
In theit language he was requyzed 


Ok eſtates whiche gan him compell, 


Among them holde ol rethozike the well) 
To vnderfong this labour:they him pꝛev 
And their requeſt lowly he did obey, 


Full well he felt the labour was notable, 
The fall ot nobles with euery circumſtance 


From their lozdſhtps dzcadful and vnſtable 


Yowe they fyll, to put in remembzaunce: 
Therin tohewe'Foztunes vartaunce, 
That other might as in a myꝛrour ſe, 
In wozldly woꝛchip may no ſarety be. 


By example, as there is no Koſe | 
Spꝛigyng in garde but there be ſum thoꝛne 
Nether fayꝛer bloſſom thẽ nature lift diſpoſe 


Th mai their beuty as mẽ hath ſene tofoꝛn 


As Potters whiche to that craft entende With bitter winds be fro the bzatiches bozn 


Bꝛeake and renue their veſſels to amende, 


© hus men of craft may ot due right 
That ben inuentite and haue experience, 
Fantaſien in their inwarde lyggrte 
Deuites newe though their excellence. 
Expert maſters haue therto licence 

Fro good to better, foʒ to chaunge a thinge: 
And (emblably theſeclarkes in wzityng. 


Thing that was made of auctozs the befozn 
They map of newe finde and fantaſy: 
Out ofolde chaffe trye out full fayzecozne, 
Make it moze freche and luſty to the eye. 
Their ſubtile witre their labour apply, 
Dith their colours agreable of hue, 
To make olde thinges fo2 to ſeme newe. 


Atoꝛe pꝛouided that nopzeſumption |. 
Jn their chaunging haue none aucthozitie, 
nd that mekenes haue domination | 
Ouer falſe Enuy,thar he not pzeſent be: 
But that their grounde w perkite charitie 
Conueped be to their aduauntage, 
Truely roted amidde their courage, 


Thus Laurence fromhimenuy excluded, 
Thoughe tofozne him tranſlated was this 
Within him elf. he fully hath cocludedcboke 
Upon that labour when he caſt his loke, 
He woulde amend it:but firſt he fozſoke 
zeſumption, and toke him to mekeneg, 

n his pꝛologue as he dothe expꝛeſſe. | 


He none ſo high in his eſtate contune 
Fle trõ the wayting a daunger ol Foztune, 


YOherfoze Bochas foz a memoꝛiall, 
Conſideryng the great dignities 

Of wozidly painces and their power royall, 
Great emperours, eſtates, and degrees, 
How Foztunehath caſt them fro their ſees, 
Namely ſuch as coulde them ſelf not know, 
Full ſodatnly to make them lye full lowe. 


This the ſaydaucthour wiſe & ryght ſadde, 


Hath gadered out wyth Rethozykes (wete, 


In diuers bokes, whiche that he hath radds 
Ofphiloſophers and an olde Poete, | 

And buſted him bothe in colde and heate / 
Out to compile and wꝛite as he fonde / 
The fall of nobles in many diuers londe. 


Upon whoſe boke in his tranſlation, 
The ſaied Laurence rehearceth in certaine: 
And holdeth thts in his opinion, 193 
Suche language as open is and playne 
Is moꝛe accepted(as it is often ſene) 

Th ſtraunge termes which be not vnders 
Namely to folkes, p dwel vpõ the lad, (tad 


He ſayeth alſo that his entencion 
Is to amende, coꝛzrett, and declare, 
Not to condemne ot no pzeſumption, * 
But to repozt playnely,and not to ſpare 
Thinges touched Coztly,of the ſtoꝛy bare, 
Under a ſtyle bzicfe and compendious, 

I 4, Them 
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And hane a maner contemplacion © 
That things al where foꝛtune may arne, 


The pꝛologue 


Them to pꝛolonge when they ben mee 


Foz à ſtoꝛy whiche is not —.— tolde, 
But conſtrued vnder wozdes fewe /, 
Fo: lacke of truth where they be new oz old 
Men bp repoꝛt can not the matter chew. 
Thele okes great be not downe yhewe 
Fyꝛſte at a ſtroke, but by long pꝛoceſſe: 


Ne long ſtozves a wozdemay not expꝛeſle. 
Foz whiche playnly thys noble tranſlatotr 


Caſt ofpurpoſe theſe ſtazyes foz to wem, 


Ind foꝛ to do his diligent laboure 
As they fyll in oꝛder to endite/ 
That men after myght them ſelfe delpte 


The adnentures ſo as they fyll in dede, 


Ok ſundxy pꝛyntes to beyolde and rea, 


Betranſitozye of condicion: 

Fo: che ofkpndeis haſty and ſodayne, 
Contrarioas her courſe foꝛ to reſtrapue, 
Of wilfulneTe che is variable, (able. 
Lye men moſt truſt, thẽ is ſhe,nolt chatige- 


Ind foꝛ her chaunge,and foz her doublenes 


This Bochas biddeth p men Gould enclyne 


To let their hartes voyde of vnſtablenes, 


V pon thynges whyche that ben diupne, 


Where as ioye perpetually dothe ſhyne 
Wythout eclipſyng, in that heauenly lee 
Vopde ot all cloudes ot᷑ mutabiluye. 10 


Among thele Bothas waſteth of ſwetenes, 
Ind of matters that luſty ben and glade, 
Ind ſometyme he wꝛpteth of wꝛetchednes, 
And how foꝛtune can flonre and after fade: 
J ape vnder cloude, pꝛoſperit ie in the hade, 
Enterchangyng of euery maner thyng 
Which p men fele here, in this woꝛld liuyng. 


Ind in hys pꝛoceſſe who ſo lyſt deholde, 

Ok all eſtates ot hygh and lowe degre, 

Ind of pꝛynces bothe yong and olde 

Fro the beginning which in this woꝛld haue 


. Lykyng in toye oz in aduerſitpe, (be 


Fro the kyꝛſt deſcended he adowne 
Ok they? toztune by playne delcription. 


Ok the moſt noble he ne ſpareth none, 

But ſetteth them in oder tereoully: 
Begynneth at Ada, + endeth at kyng John, 
They auentures rehearſyng by and by, 


2 To remember no cromete ne hiſtoꝛ we, 
* Jucthouled famous ene 


That the matter greatiy myght auayie, 


Of this kyng John contludyng finally, , 
How ß ye was fozgil his dunn r e 
Ok pꝛice Edward t. ke pꝛyloner Fraũce 


Thys layd Bochas aucthour of thys boke, 
Whiche of ſtozies had great intelligence, 
Some he lekt and ſome allo he toke: 
Suche as he left was ofnonegiigence, 
Suppoleng and demyng ofcredenre, 
All the ſtoꝛpes whyche that commune be 
Dther bnowe them allo as well as he. 65 


And leſt that folke would daue bad vikain 
(Thynges cõmune loꝝ ta put in memoay;; - 

Ther foꝛe Bochas thought it wer but vain: 
Ind to his name mozeeucreaſe of glory /: 5 


But tho that were ſoꝛ their merite notable, 


J n his labour hauyng a delite 127 


Do plealaunce to the commen pzofite 

Ok noble ſtoꝛpes to make a rehearſail,' * . 
Shewig amyzrozhow al þ wozld hal fail 
Ind how Foztune foz all their bye renowue 
Hath vpon Pꝛynces iuriſdiction. 


The whiche thynginfull ſober wple 
He toulidered in his mnwarde intem: 

In his reaſon began to aduertyle, 

Seyng ol Pꝛynces the blynde entent, 
With wondiy wozthyp how ß they be blent 
As theychoulde euer their eſtates kepe, 
And as Foztune were ylaped to ltepe./ 


And as they had of foꝛtune the maiſtry, | 

Her enchaunted wpth their pocions 

By ſome newe craft ol loꝛcerp, 

01 by power of incantactons: 

To make ſtable their dominations 

LOyth y2on chaynes, foꝛ to laſt longe, 
Locked to rockes wyth adamantes strong. 


Suppolpng in their ſurquedy, 
Sie: eſtates Gould be durable. 


Foꝛtune can frowardly deny, + 

wWainly pꝛeue that they be changeable, 
Ind fropzpnces when they be moſt ſtable 
Foꝛtune full faſt foꝛ all therr great eſtate, 
Unwarelp chaũgeth a ſaith to the chekmate 


Fox lozdes ſome in their magnificence, { 


Ok ropal power, ſet of God ryght nought: 


They not conteyue his long patience, 
Neither peyſe his power in their thought: 
But in their hartes if it were well ſought 
How he is meke, and pacient to abide, | 
They would of reaſon their pompe lay aſide 


But foz their taripng and their negligence, 


That they to him will not returne agayne, 
Pet of his mercy and his beneuolence 
Without vengeaunce,rigour, oz diſdayne 
As a meke father, in all his wozkes playne 
Aſſayeth his parde of caſtigat ion, | 
So foz to bꝛyng them to cozrection, | 


Some he can full fatherly thaſtiſte 
Where he loueth, by punichynge of ſickenes: 
And of his mercy in many another wife, 
By aduerſitie of woꝛldely diſtres. 

And he not aſketh foꝛ his kindenes 

Ok high ne lowe, who ſo can aduert, 

None other treaſure but a mans hart. 


And as mine aucthour liſt to compzehende, 
This John Bochas by great aucthozitie, 
It is almeſſe to cozrect and amende 
The vycious folke of euerp comminaltie: 
And by examples whiche that notable be 
Of Pꝛynces olde that ſumtime did fall, 
Thelower people from their erroure call. 


By lmall whelpes as (ume clarkes wzite, 
Chaſtiſed is the mighty fierce Lyon: 

Ind whan þ lwerd of vengeaunce doth bite 
V pon pꝛynces foz their tranſgreſſion, 

The common people in their opinion 

Foz very dread, tremble, adowne, a quake, 
And by luche meanes their vyces fozlabe; 


And ſnche alſo as haue ben defouled 
In their vytes by longe tontinuaunce, 
Oꝛ in their ſynnes lye pmouled, 8 
By good exfples may cum good repentaũte 
Who ſo repenteth the loꝛd will him auaũce, 
And him accept in lowe and high eſtate, 
The meke pꝛeſerue, a punyche the obſtmate. 


Ks | a | 

This ſayd matter touchyng ſuch thinges, 
Mine aucthoꝛ Bochas herafter Chal declare 
By exãple of pꝛyntes and of mighty kyngs, 
* What was their fine, a not the truth (pare, 
Ind though my ſtyle naked be, and bare 
In Rethozike, myne aucthour to enſue, 
Pet tro the truth all J not reme we. 


The Prologue. 


But on the ſubſtaunce by good leiler abyde, | 


After mine auethoꝛ lyke as J may attaine: 
Ind koꝛ a part ſet eloquence aſide, 

And in this boke bewepen and complayne' 

The aſſault of Foꝛtune, froward a ſodapn! 
How He on pꝛinces hath kyd her vegeaũce, 
And of her malite, the deadiy moztal chaũce 


But O, alas, who halbe my muſe: 

Oꝛ vnto whom (hall J foꝛ helpe call: 
Calliope my callyng wyll refuſe, 
Ind on Pernaſo her wozthy luſters all: 
They will their ſuger temper with no gall, 


Foz their \wetenes and luſty freche ſingyng 


Ful farre diſcozdeth fro matter cõplayning. 


My maſter Chaucer w his freſh comedies 
Is deade alas, chiefe Pocte of Bꝛytayne, 
That ſumtime made ful piteous tragedies, 
The fall of P2ynces he did alſo complapne, 
A's he that was of makyng ſonerayne: 

Whs al this lande of ryght ought pzefarre, 
Sith ot our langage he was ß lode ſtarre, 


Senec in Rome thzough his hye pꝛudence, 
Wꝛote Tragedies of great mozalitie: 
And Tullius chtefe well of eloquence, 
Made in his tyme many a freſh ditty: _ 
Fraunces Petrarcke of Flozence that citys 
Made a bokecas J can aduert) | 
Ot two Foꝛtunes, wultull and peruert.. 


And agaynſt bothe wzote the remedies: 

In bokes twayne made a dimſion, 

Among rehearſyng many freſhe ſtozies; 
The firſt boke is thus contieyed doun: 

A dialog? betwene gladnes and reaſon; 
The ſecond by me well to witnes, 

Made betwene reafon a wozidty heauineg; 


Ahe matter is wonders delectable, _ 
Though wo with toye haue an entreſſe: 
And John-Bochas wzot maters lametable 
The fall of pꝛinces where he dothe erpzeſſe; 
= koꝛ their ioye they fyl in great diſtrefle 
ll theſe wꝛiters thzough their hye renown 
Gzeat woꝛchyp did vnto their nation. 


And ſemblably as Jhaue tolde tofozne, 
Wy maſter Chaucer did his bulines: 
And in his dates hath him ſo well bone, 
Out ok our tonge to auoyde al rudenes: 
And to refoꝛme it w colours of ſwetenes. 
LOherfozelet vs geue him lande and glozy, 
And put his name w rag in 8 
. , 


The pꝛoloque 


Of whole labour to make mencion, 
Where of right he houlde commended be, 
Ju pouthe he made a tranſlation | 
Oka boke whiche called is Trophe 

In Lumbard tonge, as men may read # ſe: 
And in our vulgare long oz that he dyed, 
Gaue it to name of Troplus a Creleyde, 


Whiche foz to reade louerg them delite, | 
"They haue therin ſo great deuocton: 
And this Poetealſohinzſelfe to quite, 
Ok Boecius boke the conlolation 
Made in his tyme an olde tranſlation: 


And to his ſonne that called was Lowys 


He made a treatiſe ful noble # of great paiſe, 


Upon that labour in full notable fozme, 
Set them in oꝛder with their diuiſions, 
Mens wittes to accomplyche and confozme 
To vndetſtande by full expert reaſons, 
Bydomifiyng of lundzy mancions: 

The rote out ſought at the aſcendent, 

To foꝛne oꝛ he gaue any iudgement. 


He wꝛote allo full many a day agone, 

Dant in Englich, him ſelfe ſo doth expꝛeſſe: 

The piteous ſtoꝛy of C eix and Alcion: 
And the death alſo of Blaunche the duches: 

And notably did his buſineſſe 

By great auile his wittes to diſpoſe, 

To tranſlate the Romaynt of the Roſe, 


Thus in vertue he let all his entent, 
Idlenes and vyces foz to fle: 

Oft fowles alſo he wꝛote the parliament, 
Therin remembꝛing of royall Eagles thze, 
Howe in their choyle thep felt aduerſitye, 
To foꝛe nature pꝛofered the battaple, 
Eche foz his partye if it woulde auaple. 


He did alſo his diligence and payne 

In our vulgare to tranſlate, and endite 
O2ygene vpon the Maudelayn: 

And ok the Lyona bokehe did woꝛite. 

Ok Annelida and of falſe Arcite, 


He made a complaynt dole full and piteous, | 


Jad of the bzoche which that Uulcanus 
At Thebes w2ought, full diuers of nature. 


Ouide wziteth:who lo therofhad a ſyght, 
Foz 12. he Goulde not endure 


But he it had, neuer be glad ne light: 
And ik he had it once in his myght, 
Like as my maſter (ayth c wziteth in dede, 


It to conſerue he Houlde euer liue in dzed. 


(This poet wꝛote at the requeſt of the quene 
A legende of perfiteholines, 
Of good women to kynde out nyntene, 
That did excell in bountie and fayzeneſſe: 
But foz his labour and his bulineſſe 
Was impoꝛtable his wyttes to encomber, 
In all this wozld to finde ſo great a nũber 


He made the boke of Caunterbury tales 
Wyhen the pylgryms rode on pilgrymage, 
Thꝛough out Kent by hylles and by vales, 
And the ſtoꝛies all tolde in their paſſage, 
Eudityng them full well in our language: 
Some of knyghthode,#x ſome ofgentlenes, 
And ſome of loue, and ſome of perfitenes, 


And ſome allo ot great moztalitie, 
Some ok diſpozt, cõcludyng great ſentence: 
In poſe he wꝛote the tale of Mellebe, 

Ind of his wife, that called was Pzudence: 
Ind of Geilildes perfite pacience: 

And howe the monke of ſtoꝛies new # olde 
Pyteous tragedies by the way tolde. 


This ſayd Poete my maſter in his dapes, 
Made and compiled many a freche dittie, 
Complaynts,ballades, roũdels, vyꝛelapes 
Full delectable to heare and to ſe: 

Foz whiche men chould of ryght and equitie 
Spyth he in englych in making was the beſt 
P2ay vnto god, to geue his ſoule good reſt, 


And thele Poetes that I make of mention, 


Were by olde tyme had in great depntye: 


With kynges and pzinces in euery regyon 


Greatly pzeferred,after their degre. 
Foz loꝛdes had plcaſaunce foz to ſe, 
To ſtudy among, and caſt their lokeg 
At good leaſure vpon wle bokes, 


Foꝛ in the tyme of Ceſar Julius, 

When the triumphe he wan in Rome towne 
De enter woulde the ſchole ol Tullius, 
And heare his lecture of great affection: 
And not withſtãding his coqueſt  renowne 
Unto bokes he gaue great attendaunce, 
And in ſtozies had great iope & plealaunce. 


Alo in this lande dare attyzme a thinge: 


{There is a pꝛynce full mighty ot puiſſaunce, 

A kynges ſonne, and vncle to the kynge 

Henry the lyxt whiche nowe is in F on, 
n 
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And is lieutenaunt,s hath the gonernaunce 
Ofour Bzptapne, thzough whole diſcrecion 
Hehath conſeruedvs in this region; 


Duryng his time of full high pzudence 
Peace andquiethan ſuſteined ryght: 
That notwithſtadyng his noble pꝛouidẽte, 
He is in dede pꝛoued a good knyght, 

Eyed as Argus with reaſon and fozſight, 
Ok high lecture: dare ok him tell, 

And truely deme that he dothe excell 


In vnderſtandyng.all other of his age. 
And hath ioye with clarkes to commune, 
And no man is moꝛe expert in langage, 
Stable in ſtudy, alway he dothe contune, 
Hettyng alide all chaunces of foztune: 
And where he loueth (if J Gall not tary) 
withouten caule, full lothe he is to vary. 


Duke of Gloceſter men this pꝛynce call, 
And not withſtãdyng his eſtate ct dignitie, 
His courage neuer dothe appall 
To ſtudy in bokes ok antiquitie: 

Therin he hath lo great felicitie, 
Uertuouſly him ſelfe to occupye, 
Of vycious llouthe, he hath the maiſt ry. 


And with his pzudenceandhis manhede 
Truthe to ſuſteyne, he fauour letteth aſide: 
And holy churche mainteynyng in dede, 
That in this lande no herityke dare abide, 
A very ſuppoꝛt, vpholde, and alſo gyde: 
Spareth none, but maketh him ſelfe ſtronge 
To punich all tho that do the church wzong. 


Thus is he manly and alſo wile, 

Choſen of God to be his ovne knyght, 
And ok one thinge, he hath a ſinguler pziſe, 
That heritike dare none come in his light: 
In Chaiſtes faith he ſtãdeth lo hole vpright 
Ok holy churche defence and champion, 
To chaſtice all tho that do therto treaſon, 


And to do pleaſaunce to our Lozde Jeſu, 
He ſtudieth euer to haue intelligence. 

Readyng of bokes,bzingeth in vertue, 
Uptes excludyng, w ſlouth and negligence, 
Maketh a Pꝛinte to haue experien 
To tznowe him ſelfe in many ſoundzy wile, 


Where he trelpaceth his erroure to chaſtice. 


Ind among bokes playnelp this is the caſe, 
This ſayed pzpnceconſider 


ed of reaſon 


| They be not willyng todo 


The noble boke of this ohn Bot | 
Dos accozdyng in — John! 221 


Ok great nobleſſe and reputacton: 
And vnto punces greatly neceſſary 
Togeueexiplehow this wozlde doth bary, 


And fo2 theſe cauſes as in his entent 
Todew the vntruſt of all woaldly thinge, 
He gaue to me in commaundement 
(As him ſemed it was ryght well littyng) 
That J QGoulde after my (mall cunnyng _ 
This boketranſlate,him to do pleaſaunce: 
Tolhew the chaung of woꝛldly dariaunce, 


And with (uppoztof his magnificence, 
Under the wynges of htscozrection, 
Though that J lacke ofcloquence, 

I all pꝛocede in this tranſlation: 

Fro me auoydyng all pzeſumption, 
Lowly (ubmittyng cuery houre and ſpace, 
My rude language to my loꝛdes grace, 


And as J haue one thing well in minde, 
He bade J ſhoulde in eſpeciall | 
Folow myne aucthour, wꝛitten as J fynde 
And foꝛ no fauoure be not parciall. 

Thus I meane, to ſpeake in generall: 

And none eſtate lingulerly depꝛaue, 

But the lentence ol mine aucthour laue. 


All this conceiued, J gan my ſtyle dreſſe, 
Thought J would in my matter pꝛocede: 
And foz the matter obꝛeped heauineſſe, 
Ol kreche colours J toke no maner hede. 
But mp pꝛoteſſe plapneip foz to lede: 

As me lemed it was to me moſt mete, 
To let apart Rethozykes ſwete. 


Ditties of mournyng and complaynyng 
Do not pertaynevnto Caliope, 

Neither to the mules that on Pernaſoſyng, 
Whiche be remEbzed in numbers thꝛile thze: 
And vnto matters of aduerſitie 

With their ſugred aureat — 


uoure. 


But of diſdayne me ſettyng farre a backe, 
To hinder me ok that J woulde endite, 
Hauyng no colours but only whyte & blake 
To the tragedies whiche J Gall wꝛite: 
Ind foz J can my ſelfe no better aqu 


pte, 


Under the luppoꝛt of all that Gall it reade 
Upon Bochas 72 thus Iwill pꝛocede. 


2 iii. 


The fy2(t boke. | Leaf, f. 


CHovye Adam and Euc for their Ino- 


pediente were put out of Paradiſe , and liued in ſozowe and wo, 
they and their ofſpꝛinge: Ind howe they tandynge naked befoze Bo- 
chas, deſired hym to put their wofull fall fyꝛſte inremem- 


— 


. i 2 
— ESS2i Wotas Their feblenelle by lignes out chewing: 
ee ben dong 20 ene en eden cenneng, 


Bil Our father Adam ſodenly abzayde 
WE. — —. * migh- And to myne auctour euen thus he ſaide: 


A remembzance entred Coſyn Bochas J wol well that thou lere 
8 in his thought, That art ſo buſy toſerche ouer all, 
Rekenyng thenumbze, Ofinfoztune the maner to enquere, 
of our pzedeceſſours: HYerlodayne chaunge turning as a ball 
Ind kyꝛſte to mynde came the pꝛogenitours Ot erthly pzinces from their eſtate rial, 
Ok ali mankynde, farre yzun in age, It is molt ſyttyng oꝛ we a ſondze twyn, 
And toward hym holdyng their paſſage . At vs twapyne the pꝛoceſſe to begyn, 


And as hym thought in his in warde ſyght, Conſider firſt the loꝛde in his auyſe, 

In theyꝛ coming full pitioafly tremblynge, Wyan he vs made vnto his likene ſe: 

Quaking foz age, and foz lache ot᷑ might. De put vs both in to paradiſe, 2 
| pe | a 1V 
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. — mo — 


Her lyuerey made of a 


The ſirſt boke 
There to haue lyued in parfite ſtableneſſe; 


Till the Serpent dyd his bulineſle, 
Ok ſalſe enup, to make vs leſe our grace, 


P crpetually to exyle vs fro that plate. 


Without the hand, fourmed of nature, 


Ok ſlime of the erth in Damaſcene the felde 


God made them aboue eche creature. 
And fo2 they ould pecpetually endure, 
By diſcrecion foz a pꝛerogatike, 

He endued them wyth a loule of lyfe, 


Parfite of age as men of. rrr.yere: 

Put them after in poſſeſſion 

Ok Paradile,a place moſt entere, 

And of delites a choſen manſion: 

Where Adam made an impoſion 

Co fyth and to foule, and to theſe beaſtes al, 
Of very reaſon what men Could them call. 


Out of a rybbe whyle that Adam dyd flepe, 
Eue was dꝛawe ful fapze of her viſage, 

Al ſodenly, oz that he toke kepe: :: 
After to hym ioyned in mariage 


Foꝛ his diſpoꝛt, and his auantage, 


So as the loꝛde firſt wyues dyd ozdepne 
Epther foꝛ helpe, oꝛ encreaſe of peyne, 


God vnto them gaue the loueraintie 
Ok Paradyle, and dominacion, 


I place ful filled ot all felicit pe, 


The frutes be all in their ſubtection, 
Saucthat of one was made excepcion? 
Wyyche god fozbad(the Byble can deupſe) 


That they ould it touche in no wyle. 


All delices in that heuenly place - 
God gaue to them, and put in their kepyng, 
To vie them euery houre and ſpace 


To the pꝛ moſt eaſe,as was to them lyking: 


Blomes, bloſſomes they2 fayznes ay keping 
Ind the frutes alwaye of one frechneſſe, 
Foz witer ſtoꝛmes myght do the no dureſſe. 


| The ſople enbzouded full of lomer floures, 


There wedes wycke had none intereſle: 
Foꝛ god # kynde wyth freſhneſle of colours 
Ind wh their tapites # motles of gladneſſe, 
Had made Þ place habũdant w al ſwetnes. 
And freſh Floza vohych is of floures quene, 


* 


perpetual grene. 
The trees raught almol to the heuen, 


Whyche calt about a ful pleaſaunt ſhade, 


That ſtoume, ne rapne, thãde, wynde, ne le. 


No power had their leues foꝛ to fade: (umme, 
Foz euer then wereylyke freche and glade: 


| 3 TL Ind whan they lyſt they might ſe 
And wha JhonBochas naked the behelde, 


| Whyche vertue had apenſt all malady, 


In middes of ß garden of lile ß holeſume tre 
£4 77242 672 , : 


Folke to pꝛeſerue in youth'in their frehnes: 
Who eate thereof chould neuer dye, 

But lpue euer in toy and gladnes: 

And neyther fele trouble noz ſickeneſſe, 

But in that place haue alwape hertes eaſe, 
And ſuffiſaunce of all Þ myght them pleale. 


Euer endure and neuer fal in age: 

Foz whyche it was called the tre of lyfe, 
But whan Adam was fallen in dotage. 
And ayenft god began to holde ſtrpfe, 
Thꝛouh excitynge of her that was his wyfe, 
Ind wyl fully paue her to aſſent 

To bꝛeke the pzecepte & the comaundement 


Ok god the loꝛd, thzough wylful negligence 
To app2oche the tre that bare the name 
The tre ot connyng and alſo of ſcience: 

Fo: of the frute who that dyd attame 

He ſothly hould(the Byble layth the ſame) 
Ok good a eupll haue cõnyng in his thought, 
wher as tofoꝛne of euyl he knew right noght 


Thus had they firſt of euyll, experience: 
Which as tofoꝛne they knew no wickednes, 
Pꝛeſumpcion and inobedience 

Bꝛought thẽ aut of ioye into wzetchedneſſe, 


Foz afoze time( mine authoꝛ bereth witnes) 
| ou # goodnes were called very iyfe., | 


uyl named ſicknes, firſt rote of our rife. 


In Paradyſemyne auctour [ayth certeyne, 
The ryuers were lo Ozient and fo fyne, 

XL yke quicſiluer boylyng vp they plepen: 
And in their ronnyng very chꝛyſtallpne: 
YOhych from a wel heanenly and deuyne 

In their vpſpzyngyng & aueylyng downe, 


Ok al pleaſaunce gaue ſo (wete a lowne 


That it woulde rauych a mans cozage. 

Whole baumy colour endewed al the place: 
And w the frechnes # cours of hys paſſage, 
The holelome apze hertes dydembzace: 
There was (uch plẽty of pleſaũce of grace, 


That euer y ſpite, herbe, grayne, and rote, 


Were foiden growyng in that gardein — 


| * 


The kyꝛſt boke. 


Ind there was a delertable ſoun 

Ok ſonge of bzydes in their ermonr: 
he aite was clene from all cozrupcion, 
Foz therin ingendzed was nomalady, 
There was all mirth, there was al melody, 
Ok iop and blyſſe ſouerayne ſufliſaunce, 
With al that map to hertes do pleaſaunce. 


Ind ok tlerkes lyke as it is tolde, 
In their bokes as they determine, 
Tyoe in h is ſphere the ſunne manifolde, 
Was of moꝛe vertue a moe clere dyd chyne 
Than it doth nowe in his mighty iyne. 
The mone whyter with her beames clere, 
And cuery/ſterre er dyd appere, 

fs 


Enery thynge was thcremoze bertuous 
Than they be nowe, who can behold and ſe, 
Fo: in 5̊ plate there was nothing nopous, 
But perkit gladnes knit vntoſurete, 
Perpetueli peace top and pꝛoſperite: 

And in that bliſſe to make moze ſtrong, 

(To their comkfozt god ſpake to them among 


Ok his goodneſſe he bare them companre: 
Shewed tnto;hem hz s gractous pzeſetice, 
FTngels allo their tate to maiguitye, 
FImonge, to ſerue them, dyd their d'lygence, 
In dulers offices with humble reverence: 
Ind nature wꝛough: foꝛ the nones 

Ok tyall purpill and tyche ſtones, 


Tiſſues of gold and other oꝛnamentes 

Foꝛ to enuiron their bodily beaute: 
Shaping to them ſuche maner garnim#tes 
I's angels vſe in their ſelicite. "Þ 
Naked they were fayrcſt on toſe, 

Fo: whyle they ſtode in ſtate of innocence, 
They had ofclothynge none experience, 


Ind of their blyſſe to make mencion, 

Ind ok their iopes that were celeſtiall, 
There may be made no compariſon 

Ok no ioy which is tempozal, | 
Which Gould haue belaſting and immoꝛtal 
Euer to haue lyued in mirth and gladneſſe, 
Saue ageyn treaſon of very wilfulneſſe 


They baniched thẽ ſelf out of that bliſful life 
Whan dam gaue credence to a ſnake, 

nd wꝛetche dly gan truſt on his wife, 
Whiche gan the apple of the ſerpent take, 
nd pleſantly did a preſent make 


Uato Idam, as che that fy2(t began 


Lcaf. it. 
TDethtodeuxſc,and popſon bnto man. 


Burt as their ioy was incomparable, 


Greatteſt their loʒdchip of ali erthiy thinge, 
So their fall was to them impoztabie. 
Foz he that was all other ſurmountyng, 
n Paradile reignynge as a kinge, 
das it not a dedelpe moꝛtall payne, 
to thilke plate to haue a fall ſodapne: 


Foz thilke ſoꝛow ſurmounteth al ſozowe 


Which nc x: foloweth felicite: 

No wo moꝛe greuous at euen ne at mo2ow, 
A's is in dede ſodeyne aduerſite, 

Which commeth vnwarely after p2oſperite , 
Nenothinge may moze hertes diſauaunce, 
Tyan of old top newe rein?mbzaunce, 


' (Taketh enſample of Adam and of Eue, 


Maketh of them a myꝛroure in your mynd, 
Whether of reaſon it dyd th? greatly greue 


Fot to be put, alas, ſo ferre behynde: 


Mut of that blyſſe they and all their kynde, 
Chyaungyng the ſtate of immoꝛtalite 
And became lubget to deth and pouerte. 


Their ſodeyn change # vnware milchefe, 
Ind their vnhappy tranſmutacion 

It was to them full vncouth and vnlele 
Foz to depart fro thilke manlion, 

That was ſo ful of delectacion: 

Fro ſuch delites ſodenly to go | 
Into this wozlde whych is lo ſul of wo. 


There is delite, and here ſoꝛowe and care, 
There is ioy, and here is heuineſſe, 

Tyere is plenty, and here is euyll fare, 
There is hel th, and here is great lickenes: 
Here troble ay me ged with vnlure gladnes, 
There is ay blyſſe and eternall glezy, 


And here is mirth, but falle and tranſitoꝛp. 


las, howe they were blinded in their light 
Though vaynglozy and falſe ambition. 
They went wꝛonge they lok:d not a txght: 
Falſe couetyſe was theyꝛ confucion, 
Wiaerth:ouch they loſt the dominacion 

Of Paradile, and was both pooze x thzall, 
(Their fredome loſt and became mortal. 


Unto god they wold haue be ſemblable, 
XL yke vnto hym good and yuell to know: 


Fend in their truſt fo2 they were not ſtable, 
Frö theit eſtate they were bzought ful low. 


AL vw, Ind 


The firſt boke 


= 


Ind thus the lede was fyꝛſt yſowe, 
{ye rote planted of diſobeyſafice, (chaũce. 
Vhich bzought our linage to ſoꝛowe # mil⸗ 


Thus came in fyꝛſt thꝛough inobedience, 
As by a gate, pouertye and nede: 

And at their backe foloweth indigence, 
Soꝛowe, ſicknes, maladp, and dzede, 
Exile, banychynge, and ſeruitude in dede: 
Vhych cauſed man longe to contune 
Under the lozd(hyp and daũger of foztune, 


Thus came in alſo malady, and deth, 

To diſpoyle mankynde of hys beautye: 
Long lyckeneſſe, and peſtilence that flethe 
By ſoden ſtroke, whych Þ no man may fiye+ 
Foꝛ vnto Adam and hys poſteritie 

Deth was annexed by ſucceſſpon, 

Foz hys offence,andſo conueyed doun 


Foꝛ man to man in euery maner age. 

Fo2 who ſo liſt know, ſin bꝛought in hame, 
Man to be feble and faynt in hys paſſage. 
Ind by pꝛoteſſe to were halte and lame: 
Unfo Adam thys was an vncouth game, 
To be conſtrapned in lych apparaple 

In barepne erth to ſeke hys vitayle, 


n hungre and thurſt here he had hys lyfe, 
yth lwete and labour and tribulacions: 
Endured alſo many a moztal ſtypfe 
Ok hote and colde, ryght ſtronge paſſpons 
Ob elementes lodapne mutacions, 
WDynde, hayle and rapne, fearful fallyng 
And bnware ſtrokes of thiider a lyghtning. 


Thei ſtode allo in domage and in dꝛede 

Ok cruel beaſtes, Tygres, and lpons, 

Ind of wylde beres who ſo taketh hede, 
Ind in great feare ok thele fel dꝛagons: 
The aſſaut ot dꝛagons and of Scoꝛpions. 
Foz thilke beaſtes, that tofozne were milde, 
After their linnyng ful ragy were a wylde. 


And where thei ſtode firſt in ſikernes 

Ok ioye and bliſſe,euer in one laſtinge: 
Out of their reſt thei fil in vnſureneſſe, 
In (020 we, a lighing, a dolours cõplaining. 
Ind fro their iyen continually weping, 
The bitter teares day by day diſtil, 

In this deſert, ſoꝛ wanting of their wil. 


Ind wheder were thei ſoꝛo wful oz faine, 
Long tyme after their deſolacion, 


L apd on the grond, and bathed in his blod, 


And euer among their ſi s harde x laze, 


Wuhan they foũd Þbell their own ſon ſlayne 
By cruel Cayne to his confuſion? 

The laine Capne as made is mencyon, 
After that time wilde was a vagabound, 
Cu blind Lameth pate hi his dethes woũd. 


Adam noꝛ Eue afo:e that ple time 
Had neuer ſene no feeſt funeral. 

It was of chaunge to them a new pzime, 
Foz to behold a thyng dilnatural: 
Bꝛethern of one wombe by hatered 

The one ok hate ſo far hym ſelſe deuide, 
Of falle malice to be an homicyde, 


Ind it was routh whan that they ſtode 
Foz to behold their ſon al deed, 


And al the ſoile where he lay was rede: 
That whan Adam and Eue tote hede 
It was to them ful great aduerſite, 
The newe ſlaughter to behold and ſe. 


The bitter weping and loꝛowes to auatice, 
Oꝛ they were ware their heeres wore hoze , 


And age began they? beautie diſauaunce , 


Their youth alſo by ful great diſpleſaunce, 
Began to appal oz they it could aſpye, 
By cruel conſtreynt and fozce of malady. 


And of youth fallen was their flour, 

By the p2oceſſe of many hundꝛed peres: 

And by the dureſſe of great labour, 

They were vnluſtp, x valy of their cheres, 
Okage and deth theſe ben the daungers, 
To lay checkmate in nature it is couth , 
Unto beautie and grene luſty youth, 


Foꝛ whan the peres fully paſſed be 

Ok ſtouring age, laſtynge a ſeaſon, 

By pꝛoceſſecat eye men may ſe) | 
Beaute declineth, his bloſſoms fal adonne, 
Ind littel and littel by ſucceſſion 

Cõmeth croked elde, vnwarely in crepynge, 
With his potent ful poꝛe ly manaſling. 


Thus to our father that called was Adam 


Ok creatures fapꝛeſt of al feire, 
After great tra uaile by pꝛoteſle in he came, 
And began vnwarely aſcend vpõ the ſteyre 
Dith his potent, and caſt him to repeyꝛe 
With Xtropoſe which afoze hal gone, 
Fo; to attwin his liues thzede anone, A 

| And 


Indin Egon wab ma inadeHisſepulturer 

Ther alt da mighty great ps 
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A oe - ff 


del to die ond be mortal. 0 0:1? 


Which eren ought tough ſullite; In} 
Jn al this wozld though there were h mo: 
To exempliky ko — that ben wie, 

How this oad' ga thꝛowkare ful of Wo. 
2 yke falfe: e ß turneth to and fro, 
To make folkes wha they moſt clerely ine 
Jn their eſtates, vnwarely to decline. 


Foz though that thei their hedes lift a lofte, 
Highe as Phebus qhineth in his ſphere, 
Thinke them ſelfec as it falleth oft) 
Their renown recheth aboue p ſtarres clere 
Ind howe they lurmount euery ſphere, 
Their truſt cozrupt hath a ſodayne fal, 

Foz to declare you thepbenmoztal, . 


O worldly folke aduert and yetteentent, * 
What vengeatice and what punicion 

God (hal take in his iugement 

Fo2your treſpas and your tranſgreſſion;' 
Which bzeke his pzeceptes ayen al reaſon: 
Pe haue foꝛgotten how w his pzecious blod 
Pou foz to ſaue he died bpon the Roode ; 


Foz if Adam foz his diſobeiſaunce 

Was by the loꝛde as him liſt oꝛdaine, 
Made firſt, a foꝛmed with euery ciraiſtice, 
Ok creatures to be moſt ſoueraine, 

It that he was enbzaced in the chaine 

Ok leruitude, with childzen ouerſene, 

what al J than ok other folkes ſeine 


That liue here in this deſerte of ſozowe⸗ 
In this exile, of plelance deſolate⸗ 

And in this woꝛlde both euin and mozowe 
Ol hertelp tope ſtonte diſconſolatez 

All deſtitute and alſo infoztunare, 

Ind fozpolled with wo and wozldly 


The traſt baſe: 


Was ſumtime ſlayne by duke Theſeus, 


Leaf.tif. 
Euer dann and ful of chaunge 8 double. 


pe not vit ode but to kalle tonetikt , 
To fraude, ON, 


—— 

Igayne god:in,many ers wi | 
Againe peur — falſe ſecolluſion, 
To do hy and oppꝛeſſio 

And woꝛ 2 m_ not by n 


To fee your Jy good to Its 
Ll ee be but (mal 


To accomplpche your auarrce in dede, 


Pour ſ init wyl aſſenteth ouer al, 

. are of of whichpemape not ſpede: 
Ind thos all luſt doth your bꝛidel lede, 

Truſt in hauing ſo ſoꝛe pou doth aſſayle, 

F all d afered the wozld hould you kale. 


Aud it god benigne and debonayze 

With his yarde of caſtigacion 

Chaſtileti you but eaſely and faire, 

ve grudge againſt his cozrection; - 
Nothing auerting in pour dilcrecion, 
Howe god not bad vs ( voho can take hede) 
Foz to ſtriue ne wzaſte! in dede; 


gBeither dur trength,ne our might to appli 


Upon the beaſt monſtruous and ſauage, 
which called is the Chimere of Licy, 
Spectally whan he is in hys rage: 
which monſtre had to his auantage 
Heed ok a lion as bokes determine, - 
Wombe of a gote, and tatle ſerpentyne , 


Which was outrayed of Bellyferon, 

As olde poetes make mencion: 

Neither god bad not that men Could gon 
In to Colchos to conquere with Jaſon 
The Flees of gold, which in that region 
With firie bulles ot mettal made of bꝛas, 
And by a dꝛagon ful lraitly kept wag, 


God bad vs not our contreys fox to lete, 
To vnderfonge things that ben impoſſible? 
The MWynotaur foꝛ to ſlee in Crete, 
Halfe man halfebul if it be credible: _. 
Which was a monſter hateful and odible; 
Siitime bꝛought oath in bokes ye map le 
By Wynos wife, called Paſyphac. | 


Whole ſtoꝛie techeth, if thoulift to here; 
This valy beaſt and monſtruous 
Thzough Irtadpe the kings doughter dere 


, Forths 


The firſt boke 


Him loue a wozlhip aboue al erthly thyngs 


This paſſeth victozy of Emperours . kin- 


(ges. 
The Lozd biddeth alſo who ſo can dilcerne L 
Ok entere loue to do our labour 
In this life here, ſo our life hal gouerne, 
Co father & mother that we do due honoz, 
Ind in their nede to do them ſocour 2 
Ind in all vertue our frendes to comfoꝛt, 


Ind to our power in grace them luppoꝛte. 


Foz in this woꝛld is = moꝛe pertite 
Neither tatcõplich thinge of moze pleſance, 
Than a man foꝛ to haue delyre 

In iytell good to haue ſuſliſaunce: 

Ind to be content in his gouernance, 
Auoyde auarice, and thinke euer among 
To his nerghbour that he do no wzonge. 


Mot to couet his goodes in no wile: 


Him ſeife gouerne lite to his eſtate, 

Not to extede, but ſiye and alſo diſpiſe 

All maner lone whych is diſoꝛdinate: 

Him ſelfe pꝛeſerue from contecke # debate. 
And ſpecially to eſchewe it is good 
Slaughter,# murdze, a cheding ok bloude. 


Flye krom his ſyn, and hate foz to lye: 
Okolde offences among haue repentaunce., 


And toeſchewe all ſeozne and 


228 — his ſ be, Ipent vyces do almeſſe and 
God bi v foz his ſa e pens 
So — = vudertage. And to haue moſt ſoueraini p 
To ſewe the pathes ot oute 1 
De byddeth vs not to be lo recheles True examplayzeofgr ace Uks -. - 
In perilous dedes that bene marciall, 
Us to ieoparde, as dyd 5 pram | Which tu our labs aadone'# 0 
n And foz our — napledonatre: T 
Of Eariftens the kyngropall: Suffered payn ion, 1 
Loꝛdes of Athẽs to make their honoz ſhine, And ee ee. ck | 
Learned of armes the famous diſcipline Recompenſed apen warde fozcobe, 
But that we ſet all holy our ent. 
\, Oftheſe pzeceptes if we haue a light, ' Foz to fulfil bis = 
Leds eqmanadeth eptages hatveloght, -. Ind of bx gras beg l this , 
e bs comaun nd o grate n aan | 
Fo: to accompliſhe with all humilite: % 4 Is we pzccell of 1 * and reaſon, " 
From our cozage to auopde all vanite, And ok his 2 — apzerogatife | 
And from our hertes to exclude ydelneſſe Tofoze all beaſtes by diſcrecion, 
Ind this falſe chige of al wozldly gladnes. Therefoze let vs ofhole intencion 
| As we of rea(on,beaſtes ferre excede | 
Fo: bnto a man that perfite is and ſable - Let vs be befoze the inwozd,erdple, a dede. 
(By good rea(s mine auctoꝛ doth wel pzene) +: 
There is nothing moze faireneagreable, Grounde our ſelfe firſt bpon humilite, 
Than finally his vicious iyfe to leue. Our pompous even mekely to vncloſe: 
On verye god rightfully to beleue: Encipne our hartes x ſo conceiue and ſe, 


Ill wozidly welth Gall fade as a roſe: 

And of meke hert let vs our ſelfe diſpoſe 
By this tragedy to haue knowledgynge 
Of our milcheke howe rote and beginnings 


Das the vice of inobedience, 
Surquidp, and falſe di ſobeſſaunce, 
As.myne auctour hath chewed in lentence, 
Be dar th it well in your remembzaunce, 
Be ware the ſerpent wyth dilceluance, 

he flech, the wozld,your enemies all the, 
Thzcugh their trapnes pe nat diſceiued be. 


Pour beſt Thilde to make reſiſtence 
IApenſt their power.ſothly is mekenes: 


Pour haburion moſt ty of defence 
The fendes power to venquich a oppꝛeſſe, 

t is to remembze denoutly with lownes 

owe mekely Chziſte to pay our raunſum,. 
Suffred on croſle deth and paſſion. 


- Therby men may that pzudent ben & wyle, 


The toyesclaymewhych bene eternal: 

And entre aycn into Paradiſe 

Fro whens Fdain by pʒrde had a fall. 

To whych plate aboue celeſtiall, 

O Chzilt Jeſu ſo bꝛynge vs to that glozp 

LOhpche by thy deth haddeſt the * | 
enuop. 


Blcirie 
NY Jnto miſerie and moztal heuineſſe, 
£<Unware depziupnge ou of pzoſpe- 


es, 
Longe lan ternes, 
Continuell ſozow, dzed, dole, a peſlilence, 


Were fyzlt bzought in by inobedience. 


Adam and Eue loſt their libertyxe, 
(Their fraunchile,and their bleſſednes: 
Put in exyle and captinitye 
To lyue in wo, labour, and penlifnes, a 
5 —— — pies es wilfulnes 
To the ſerpen n they gaue credence, 
Che loꝛd miſtruſtyng thzough inobedience. 


But O alas, wher as they were free, 

Ok iop eternall ſtode in lekerneg, 

They were to blynde alas it was pitie 
To leue their reſt, and liue in werines 
All their ollpꝛynge to bꝛynge in dyſtreſſe, 
Dꝛawynge fro God hys due reuerence 
Thꝛougy falſe conſentynge to inobedience. 


Wherekoꝛe ye pzynces auyſely doth ſe | 
(As thys tragedye in maner bereth wytneſſe) 
Where as wanteth in any comonalte 
Subiection,foz lackynge of mekenes, 
And wyth pooꝛe, pꝛyde hath an enterelſe: 
There foloweth after thzough fre ward inſo⸗ 
Among the people falſe inobediẽce. (lence, 


And noble pzinces whych haue the ſouereinte 
To gouerne the people in ryghtwyſeneſſe, 
Lyke as ye theriche them in peace vnite, 
Oz krowardly diſtroy them oꝛ oppꝛeſſe: 

So ayenwarde their cozages weil dꝛeſſe 
Lowly to obeye to your magnificence, 


* * 
— 


©zdilobey by oben 
Cüupze ü. chapter. 


lon to ſane htm fro Noyes ſlode, whythe 
foz his pꝛyde was put fro his mag⸗ 


; dowone. he 


— 


of John Bochas. 


Teal. iti. 


ne auctour Bochas lightiy oueryode 
| 0 The vengeauntes, a myſcheues huge 

K Which God toke with Noyes flode 

han he ſent an vniuerſal deluge: 

Apenſt whychthere was no refuge, 

© a1e,viti.perſons in that moztal wo 

Wyiche in a chyp were laued, and no mo, 


V herefoze myn auetour lightly ouergoth, Ws 
Waketh of that age no ſpecial mencton, 

But paſſeth ouer from Adam to Nembzoth, 
Couſideryng howe in that deedly chaunce, 

The loꝛde koʒ ſyn toke ſo greate vengeaunce, 

That by wzyteynge of ſtoꝛpes, no victozye 

Ok highe nelowe was left to memoꝛpe. 


Fox there was laft cronicle none ne boke, 
Itter, that made mencion 

Df none auctour, who fo lyſt to loke: 
Foz all was bzought to deſtruction 
By a deluge, wythout any excepcion , 


Foꝛ whyrh myne auctour tri(pozted his ſtile; 


— 


Ind of thattyme lyũ nothynge compyle, 


He founde no mater wheron he myght found, 


Noz let his fote by none auctozitie, 

Neyther no truth his purpoſe on to grounde , 
Dfolde wzytynge thathecoude ſe: 

Foz whych him thought of neceſſitie 

The (urpluſage of all that tyme lete, | 
And alter Adam with Nembzoth foz to mete. 


And certes wt as Bochas in hys boke 
Remembzeth firſt of Adam the ſtozy, 

— r — | 
LObhvch here firſtcas bokes (pecifye) 8 


Atter the klode his waues gan alwage, h 


Was made a lozde,to gouerne in that age; 


Foz whan the flode began to decrece, 

Ind Godhtz vengeaunce gan to molifpe, 
Withdzawe his hand, the water tho gan ceſe: 
Upon the mounteynes high of Ermoapye, 
Che chyp gan treit, the Byble tan not lye. 

And in that age called the ſeconde, . 
Lynage ot man gan firft to habounde. 

Co encreaſe apen and to multiplye, 

And by dyſeent in bokes ye mape (8 

Specified the genelogye: 


Howe that one Chus cofyn to Noe, 


Aman that tyme of greate auctozritie, 


by 
— — hy 
1 v 


nm m 


is furious pꝛe ſo moꝛtall was on rage: 


;  .__ Theky;ſtboke 
Unto this Nembzoth,the ſtozye dothe aſſure Foꝛ to fulfil they were not recheleſſe, 


The father was as by ingendzure. 


This Nembzoth was mighty, large, long, 
Extelling other as ok his ſtature, 


Surquedous, hardy, and right ſtronge, 


Ind in his time great labour might endure: 
And in his fozce to much he dyd aſſure, 
And yet was none on water ne on lande 


Which durlt his power pꝛelume to withſtand, 


And his nobleſſe moze to magnify 
n woz1dly woꝛchip by repozte of his glozpe, 
e was called chefe pzince of venery, 
Deſirous euer tohaue the victozye 
Of beaſtes wilde:to be put in memozy, 
Ind haue a pꝛice amonge theſe champions. 
Tigres to daunt, eke boozes and Lions, 


There was no bealt in wodes ſo ſauage, | 
That durſt ayenſt him make reſiftence: | 


The erth quoke foz feare of his pzeſence: 


 Tyllatthelaſt in his aduertence, 


Is a p2ince deuoyed of all grace, 
Ipenſt god he began to compace. 


He made a maner coniuracion 


(This frowarde Gpaunt, and a conſpiracy, 
Toke his counſeyl by falſe colluſion, 


His might, his power, foꝛ to multiply: 


And his eſtate foz toglozifype, _ 
Thought he woulde of his entent not faple, 


Sod, and heuen,pzoudly to aſſaile. 


That namely God whiche gouerneth al, 

He thought he woulde pꝛoudely take on hãd, 
Iyenſt deluges if any come chall, 

Ok pꝛouidente, plainely them withſtande: 
Him ſelfe to aſſure, ⁊ make a plate on lande 


That Gould him kepe, and be to a defence 


Both apenſt god and waters violence. 


And that they might accompliche their intent, 
Lyke their deſire they did their labour: 
Toke their counſeil al by one aſſent, 


Ctole Nembzoth their duke # gouernoure 


Them to conuep,and do them ſocour: 
To be their gyde tokozne,as they were ware, 
Towarde a countre called Sinear, 


J n compaſle wile rounde about pcloled 
With a great ſtode,named Eufrates: 
Their ſtrong foly whych they haue purpoled, 


This is to ſape, thep put them ſelte in pꝛeſe 
So high a toure foz toeditye, 
whiche oulde ſurmoit aboue the ſterry lkie, 


That they Goulde greued be nomoze, 

With no deluge bzought to diſtruction: 
Neither that no waters may the greueſoze, 
This was the fine of their intencion. | 
Ind of that tower a mightie ſtronge dongion 


Apenſt God and flodes themſelfe to aſſure, 


(The hight and largeneſſe both of a meaſure. 


Thus in Nembzoth encreſe began the name, 
And in the peoples reputacion 

Df golde, and richeſſe, de had ſo great a fame, 
They called him God in their opinion: 

Moſt eurous, moſt mighty ot renowne. 
The woꝛlde alſo hole vnder his obeiſaunte. 
As God and lozd he toke the gouernance, 


Under whoſe might the people gan pꝛocede, 
He as a loꝛd hauinge inſpection, 

Percinge the bowelles of the earth in dede, 
To make mighty their foundacion: 

And of falſe glozye and vaine falſe ambicion, 
This pzoude Nembzothin his appetite, 

To ſe them woꝛche hath ful great delite. 


Dis ioy was and his inwardegladneſſe, 
To beholde ſo great a company 


 Perſen the erth by ſo great depeneſſe, 


To make the ground ſtr by maſo 

The wozke bpwarde bog to toatifye erte 
With many a ſtone, huge t large of weight, 
They hauè it reyſed bp into þ apꝛe on height. 


And finally,by mediacion 


Ok this great werke, Nebzoth was famous, 


Takinge in hert great conſolacion 


That by repoꝛt he was ſo glozious: 


Ok lo great might, and poꝛt ſo pompous, 
That he was ſo myghty, ryche and ſtronge, 
To reale a towꝛe ſo high, ſo large, and longe. 


Foz to this daye touchynge the great myghte 
Ok this towze whych Babell men it cal, 
Men fro ferremay haue thereot᷑ a light, 

It ſurmounteth other toures all: 

Df whych werke, thus it is befal, _ 

Of ſerpentes and many a great dagon, 

It is nowe called chefe habitacion. 


That no man dare as they it ſe 


Foz 


NaN Whew aki. 
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n 


Foꝛ wycked eyze, and foz cozrupcion, 

By a great ſpace and in a great countre, 
Ippꝛoche no nere p; meruaplous dongion: 
So venemous was that manſion 

Ind lo hoꝛible, that no man dare appꝛoche, 
Lyte to a mountayne builded on a roche, 


And as men ſay that had thereto repalre, 


This tower attaineth vnto the ſterres clere 


Ind tranſcende th the region of the ei, 


The ſtones and the liment were made ot tuch 
Ind the topninge ſo ltedfaſt a entier, (mater 
Though fyze and water both dyd it aſſaile, 
Litle oz nought their power choulde auaple. 


It was made lo mighty to endure, 

So well aſſured by diſpolicion, 
That in this woꝛlde no liuynge creature 
Sawe neuer none like in compariſon, 
Whoſe reryng vp was chefe occaſion, 
And the ryches ofthe maſonrye FU 
Dere thzough Nebzoth of pꝛide # ſurquedy,; 


Demed p2oudely as in his auiſe, 

He tranſcended all other in nobleſſe: | 
Thought him lelfe moſt myghty and wyle, 
Felowe to God as in lykenes, | 

But God that can all woꝛldiy pꝛyde oppzeſſe 
And make pꝛinces eclypſen in their glozy, 
Suche as truſt in thinges tranſitozy, 


The lame loꝛde ok his eternall myghte, 

Thys tower whyche Nembzoth liſt to edifye, 
He made wyth thunder and leupnlighte, 
(Thereof to fall a full greate partie: + ; 
The boyſtous wyndes andthe rage ſkye, 
And goddes power on that other ſyde, 
Began thus abate a percell ot his pꝛyde. 


And in dilcent, and fallynge of the tones, 


Ok the werkemen ful many a man was deed, 


And oppꝛeſſed, their backe bzoken and bones, 

The maſonzy wyth their bloude was reed: 

Pet pzoude Nebꝛoth that of all this was hed, 

With al theſe lignes his loꝛde liſt not knowe, 

Foz whiche his pomp was after bzoughte — 
. _. _ (owe 

But in hys errour pꝛocedeth furth ofnewe, 

Thought he would get him'ſeifeaname, 

Df melancoly tan chaunge lone andhewe, 

And began alſo to attempte and atame 

Foz to encreaſe and magnify hys fame, 

A newe tower to edify ayer, 


Lykeas God had ben biynde z nothing ſeen, 


of John Bochas. 


Oꝛ els God 


eat. v. 


De would haue raught vp to the Kerres ſeuen 
By thaſlet of them ryat can him firſt coulail , 
Robbed god, and from him taught the heuen: 

But who pꝛeſumeth the ĩoꝛde 


oue taſſa Y 
It were no reaſon that he Gade Anale & | 


P2ynces may well aysuſt hy cry loube⸗ 
But his — cARe Meth doug. 6 
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FUN Es UL SUL TT ICI Ur a 
Foz inthe myddes of br e- 25 


This pꝛoude Nembz La 4-7, an 
Foz to compas and caſt their deuiles, 

Geometries in their diniſions --=- 
But God that hath his aſpections 3+ 


Sepnge thenteates ofeuery erthly man, 


- Is he that is moli mighty,and beſt can 


Apenſt their malice makereliſtence, 
. Their wozldly power, then dominacioh, . 
POek his vengeable and moſt magnificence, 

He can chaſtice, and ouer wheime dowue - 


The pꝛide of pzinces in eue ry region: 
Byenſampleof Nembzoth as ye chal hete, 
Whole pompe taught abouethe ſtetres clere. 


Foz whan his wozkemen ſtode at auantage, 
Ind moſt were buſy to hys intencion, 

Ind befoꝛe that time ſpake al on langage, 
An ſodenly by tranſmutacion, 
There was of tounges made a diuiſion: 
That in their woꝛkynge as they can obzapde, 
No man wylt what that other ſayde. 


And it is lyke accozdpnge wth reaſon, 
So as chaunge was made ot their langages, 
So of their hertes was made diuiſion, 
Both of their wyll, and of their cozrages: _ 
And in aſcendynge of their wozkynge ſtages, 
Ther was ſuch chaũge of bꝛoder vnto bzoder 
Like ſtraungers none knew thentet of other, 


Myne auctour troweth that this aduerſitis 

Was fot their gilt cauſed by vegaunce, 
ofryght and equitie 

Diſpoſed hath in his oꝛdinaunce, 

To be amonge them ſo great a variaunce, 

That thzough þ woꝛld they ſhuld the ſelfe de⸗ 

And fro Nembzoth diſceuer,# not abide.(uide 


They gan anone among the ſelfe diſdeyne 
To accept this Nembzoth foꝛ their kynge, E 
Andamonge fozſoth there was not ttwapne, 

One ok another that had clere knowynge, 


Ae ol their (peche knewe the plaine meanyng: 
B. ii. Foz 


* 


The firſt bone 


Foꝛ tohyche þ cofitre o Senaar they fozſoke, 
Ind eche ok them a ſond2y countrey toke. 


4 


olowyng the koꝛtune of their diuiſton: 
nd bcgi to chele the a newe dwellinge place 
2 od ent re — noe it doun 
thus Nembzot pꝛiued X put do 

of Babel the iger famous tote, g 


was called no lenger poſſeſſour, 


F 07 ayenſt the pzyde ofthis Rembꝛoth 
F20ward foztune gan her cours to vary, 
And God alſo was in maner wozth, 
Olf lurquedie that he was fo contrary: 
Ind foz the place was wilde and ſolitarpe 
Ok tuys Senaar, and furious lauge. 
Nembꝛoth gan to feble & fal in great age. 


Ind yet ſome bokes ofhim ſpetikye, 
Ye waxte froward ok hys condic ion, 
And was fyꝛſt grounde of ydolatrie, 
Ind kynder vp of kalle religion: 
Cauſynge people to haue an opinion 

. Goddes to woꝛchyp in Panimes wyle, - 
Founder of rightes,and of falſe ſacrifyce, 


Towarde Percecheſe hys dwellynge place , 

The whych countre is in the Dzient, 
That hys loꝛdchyp chuld ſtretch a great ſpace 

He bounded hym into the Occident: 

Foz Perce lande hath hys extent 

To ward the parties of the Reed ſee, 

And thys lande Perce who lo lyſt to le 


Is bokes olde remembꝛe #put in mynde, 


How that Perte coſteth inuiron 

Septemtrion, and the great Inde, 

And many another myghtye region: 
Where Nembzoth had firſt dominacion. 

Vyrche extendeth as bokes ſpecifpe, 
Out of Mede into Germanpe. 


But in loꝛdechippes as myne anctour ſapeth, 

Without that vertue be their true guyde, 

In them there is ſuraũce none ne faye th. 

Thynge that paſſeth may no whyle abyde. 
Wherefoꝛe Bochas in a ſpyte of pꝛyde, = 
And in rebukynge of al folkes pzoude, 

- Mabynghis coplaynt cryeth to the ful loude. 


Che. ii. Chapiter. 


They departed and made no lenger ſpace, _ 


. 

' | 
— s 
* 


And ayenſt God make youre ſelſe ſtronge: 


¶ In extlamaciõ of Bochas ayenſt al pꝛoude 
men, hewynge howe God maye them and 
their pzyde abate whan hym beſt lyſte, 
by manye dyuers meanes and 
.-: wayes punyſhe and 
chaſtyce. 


E al pꝛoud, moſt tyal in rourfloures, 

Whychthac moſt truſt to reygne long, 

ne e and youre 
ow2es, Us. 


And let your power pꝛoudly vaderfonge, 
Pour ſelfe wyth pzyde'foz to magnifye, 
Apenſt the heuin to holde the champartye: 


Buyld vp your caſtles,reyſe them bp tyghte, 
Of Adamantes voyth yzon ſtronge ybounde, 

With ſquare ſtones, large and huge ol hyght. 
Keyſle vp your walles moſt mighty c pꝛotoũd 
Ind it your diigeos w mighty chenes roũd. 
Lette men of armes ( who euer wake oꝛ ſiepe) 
Nyght and daye your watche lo ſtraitly kepe 


As god ne man in pour opinions 

Pour foꝛtreſſes myghte not aſſayle, 

Pour Caſtels, ne pour ſtronge dungeons, 
Stuffed wyth men # plenty of vytaple, 

Lyke to ſtande euer and neuer foz to faple: 
X's god not might apenſt your falſe puiſſaũce. 
Whã euer hym lyſt ok right to do vengeaunce, 


Set afoze youre eyen that ben blynd = 
The monfruous werke of greate Babilone: #F 
The pzide of Nebzoth that was put behinde, 
Maugre his mighte,# his towze ſmyt doun : 

Foꝛ al the craft of werkemen and maſon 
Diſtroied was with a ſodayne leuin, | 

To auenge hys pꝛyde (ent a downe fro heuin. 


Foz though pour ſtrengthes lo aſſured be 

(That none engyne may thereto attayne, 

Gunne ne Bumberdes by no ſubtilte, 

Shot of arowblaſt, ne touche of dundayne, 
et god that is loꝛd and ſouerayne 

2 — lycye deſertes can both ſpyl e ſaute, 

Mapconfounde it with an erth quaue, 


4 —— aſketh what caſtel oz towe 
May be ſo ſtrõge made in any wyle, 
But that by meane of ſome falſe traytoure, 
Oz by ſome way that he tan deupſe, 

Jt map be loſt, 02 ſolde foꝛ conetile: 

And deliuered foz al the ſtronge bondes, 7 


= 


of John Bothas. 


Into the power of their enemies handes, 


Oz by ſome other ſodayne aduenture, 
Caſtels a cities and many a riche towne, 
Haue be loſt, they might not them aſſure 
Foz to reſiſt ayenſt falſe trayſon; 

Sume haue be loſt alſo by rebellion 

And all theſe meanes the truth to begyn, 

Is but punichynge whyche god lent foz lyn. 


God hath a thouſande handes to chaſtyſe, 

A thoulande dartes of punicion, 

A thouſande bowes made in diuers wyſe, 

I thouſande arowblaſtes bent in hys doges, 
 D2depned echeon koꝛ caſtigacion: . 
But where he findeth mekenes x repentaũte, 
Mercy is maiſtreſſe of his oꝛdinaunce. 


Pe that bene wyſe tonlidereth howe the rote 
Ok vices al is pꝛide, ve may well le: 

Pulleth dim downe, and putteth vnderkote, 
And taketh roge counceyl of humilitie: 

And il pe liſt to ſtande in lurete, 

Byldeth in hert foꝛ moze ſekerneſſe 

A towꝛe of vertues, grounded on mekenelle. 


Whole maſonry is of nocoſtage, 

Ol vertues grounde and ſoueraine: 

Blaſtes of wyndes and ol weders rage; 
Neyther no tempeſt haſty ne ſodayne, 
Pompe ne blaſt, though they do their payne, 
This vertue mekeneſle foz to vndermpne, 
They be to feble to make her to enclyne. 


Foz where mekeneſle is grounded verily, 
Though he lomtime feleaduerſite, 

He paſſeth ouer,and luſfreth paciently, 
And venquicheth all maner enmptie. 

The aſſaute alſo and the contrarioſite 

Of infoztune and of wozldly trouble, 

And of victozy conquereth a Palme double, 


Indthomekenes amiddes the flodes flowe 
Of wozldly miſchete and perſecucion, 
Whyle pacience in her bote doth rowe 


Tho froward waues toſſe her vp and downe, 


A calme (hall folowe of conſolacion: (lowe 


LOhan ſterne windes their blaſtes haue laid 


* 


Leaf. vl. 


To the hauyn of life che was the lode ſterre, 
J take reco2de of the humilite, 
Ok Mary lo bleſſed mote ſhe be, 


Che rote ot mekenes ftoureth vp ſo faire 
Whole beaute dzedeth no tribulacions, 


In ſomer ne wynter her floures mot apayꝛe, 


And her frute laſteth in all maner ſeaſons: 
P2yde may aſſayle with his boſtful ſownes, 
And finally foz her encreaſe of glozy, 

With humblenes Ge wynneth the victoꝛpe. 


 CLenuoye, 


folkes al that this tragedies rede, 

e- Daucth tomckenes amonge youre ads 
uertence 95 

Ok pꝛoude Nembzoth alſo taketh hede, 

How that he fel from his magniticence, 


Onelp foz he by ſturdy violence, 


Lift of malice the mighty lozde aſſayle. 
But in ſuch caſe what myght his pzide auayl4 


Noble pꝛinces which this woꝛlde do poſſede, 
Pe that be famous of wyſdome and ſcience, 
And haue lo many (ubtectes that you dꝛede, 


In gouernaunce vnder your excellence: 
Let your power with mekenes (o diſpence, 


That falſe pꝛide oppꝛeſſe not the pozeyle, 
Which to your nobles ſo muche may auaple. 


tide of Nembzoth dyd the bꝛydel lede; 


hich hun conuayed with great inſolence: 
Pꝛide apertayneth nothynge to manhede, 
Saue in armes to ſhewe his pzeſence: 
Wherfoze honour, laude, and reuerence 
Be to mekenes, that hath the gouernaile 


POek al vertues, which man may molt auaple⸗ 


The. liii. Chapter. 


Dow many yeres was bet wirt dam 
and Hembꝛoth, and bit wixte 
Nembzoth and Cadmus, 
ſt ok other kinges. 


Hele olde poetes w their ſawes lwete, 
[ Ful couertly in their verſes do fayne 
How old Saturne was ſũtune king of 


The name of mekeneſle hal chewe @ be well And ol cuſtome dyd hys buſy payne, (Crete, 


She may be troubled, but ouercome neuer: 
And foz a tyme ſhe may ſuffre werre , 

But at the ende che vanquicheth ener, 
On land and ſee whether Ge be nere oz ferre, 


anowe: And ok his goodnes liſt to ozdayne 


That he Goulde as of his nature 
Echon deuoure, as by his ingendzue. 


In this mater choztly to ſoioꝛne, 


B. l. Ce 


— 


The kyꝛſt boke 


To vnderſtande of poetes the pꝛoceſſe, 
They meane plainly that this wozdSaturne 

Doth in it ſelfe nothinge but Time expzeſle; 
Ind zo hiloſophers bere alſo wytnes, 


That as in time fozth euer thing is bzoght, 


So time ayehward bꝛyngeth al to nought. 


Clerkes alſo recozde in their wzytinge 
Under (uppozt as J darereherlſe, 

How that fyze waſteth euery thynge: 
And y2on herd doth neſhe thynges perce. 

If ought abideth p they may not tranſuerce, 
Pet cometh time and by continuaunce, 

It al conſumeth with his charpe launce. 


His ſharpe toth of tonſumpcion 

In ſtil wiſe dotij his buly cure 

Fo: to aneantiſe in concluſion 

Al thynge that is bzought foꝛth by nature. 
By long abydyng ye may the not aſſure : 
Fo: olde thynges deuoured men may ſe, 
Ferre out of mpnde,as they neuer had be, 


Who can oꝛ mayeremembze in any wile, 
The gloꝛious pꝛoweſſe of thele pꝛintes olde: 
Oꝛ the nobleſſe of Philoſophers wyſe⸗ 

Oz ot poetes their feyning to vnkolde⸗ 
P2ocelle of peres, alas(as J you tolde) 
Deuoured hath their name # their nobleſſe, 
Derked their renoune by foꝛpetfulneſſe. 


Thus of their names is left no memozy, 
Tyme w his raſour hath done ſo greate ven- 
Shauen away the hono2 # glozy (geaunce, 
Ok many noble, ful mighty of puiſſaunce: 

/ (That there is left nowe no remembꝛaunce 
Ol pꝛinces, poetes, ne Philoſophers, 


- \ Foz whan ß deth nailed them i their cofers 


Cam time vpon, and by pꝛoteſſe of yeres, 
Their memoꝛp hath duſked a their minde: 
And reuolucion of the heuenly ſpheres, 

By oft turnyng,their glozy hath left behind. 
Thus euery thinge whiche ſubget is to kind, 
Is in this life without 1noze auauntage, 


— 


waſted with time and pꝛoceſſe of long age. 


In the firſt time from Adam to Noe 
P2udentliſters which liſt in bokes to rede, 
Founde of foꝛtune no mutabilite: | 

| Neither of her chafige they toke tho no hede, 
But from Adam there rekened ben in dede 
Unto Nembzoth by turnynge of the heuen 
I thouland yeres.bii.hundzed and eleuen, 


Jn which ſpace who that conſidereth wel, 
There ben nothinges wꝛiten in eſpecial 
Digne of memozy,ne ſpoken of neuct a del, 
which that ben notable nehiſtozial: 
But fro the time Nembzoth had a fal, 


Unto Cadmus the peres to conteine, 


(They were a. M. iiii.hundꝛed and fourtene. 


Touchinge this Cadmus as Bochas liſt en⸗ 
t is reherſed by Rethoꝛiens „ 
owe one Uerozes in bokes as they wzite, 


was made firſt a kinge of the Egipciens, 


whan Philoſophers and nigromanciens 
Began firſt taboũde their renoune tauaiice, 
Nachoz þ time haupng þ gouernaũce 


Ok the Ebꝛues, as made is mention. 

After Nembzoth by true reherſayle, 

The hundzed pere by computacion, 

Foure ſcoꝛe ſc.xii. which time it is no faple 
[That Uexoꝛes begã warres à great bataile 
Ok volunt ayenſt ſtraunge nacions, 

And to conquere Citpes, boꝛowes, a townes 


By fozce only, without title ot ryght: 

He wan al Egipt to encreaſe his name, 

But fo2 al that who lyſt to haue a ſight, 
There is nowe left no repoꝛte of his fame, 
Saue Bochas wzyteth howe he firſt dyd at⸗ 
Hys mighty conqueſt of intencion, (tame 
That the glozy and the high renoune 


Alcrined were vntohts woꝛthpnes: 

And the relidue and lurplulage 
Of golde i treaſure of good and of ticheſſe, 
Turne Gould to common auauntage 

Of al hys people, that euery maner age 


Re poꝛt mighte it was to him moꝛe nerre 


Aboue ſingularite, his comon to pzefery 


Alſo Tanais of Cithie fyʒſt kynge, 

Whan Sarneke was duke and ſouerayne 
Ouer the Jewes, by recoꝛde of wzitynge 
Two hundzed pere. xl.alſo and twaine 
After NEbzoth, this Tanais gan ozdapng 
A mighty power # a ſtronge battaile, 
Them of Cithye pꝛoudly to aſſaple. 


Conqueryng from thens vnto the ple 

Called Ponte, in a ful cruel wyſe: 

And though his loꝛdchip laſted but a whyle 

All that he wan was foz couetiſe. | 

And as Bochas doth of thys folke deuiſe, 

$2oces of peres foz al their great — 
at 


Hath put their names out of remembzaunce, 


Zozoaſtes alſo foꝛ all his great myght 

Of Bactrians kyng and poſleſſoure, 

Loꝛde of Trate, and a full myghty knyght, 
Ok all his dedes and his great laboute, 

Ok his conqueſt, ne of his great honoure, 
Is nothing left of wzityng vs befozne, 
Saue þ he lough the houre 5ᷣ he was bozne, 


De began full lone foꝛ to be mery 
With ſodaine laughter at his natiuitie: 


And wozthy Ninus, that was kyng ofAſſiry 


Expovoned his laughter to great felicitie. 
The which Rinus wan many a fayꝛe coũtry, 
And day by day his power gan encreaſe, 

Foz which he would not of his c6queſt ceaſe. 


oz this is the maner of theſeronquerourg, 
n they haue had in armes victozy, 
Do their might, their paine, æ their labours 
With newe empaiſes to be put in memozy: 
Foz their courage ſurpꝛiſed w vayne glozye, 
Can not be ſtyll content in their eſtate, 
Till their Parady ſay to them checkmate, 


Foztune of armes (in bokes ye may read) 
With a falſe laughter on folkes dothe (myle: 
She frowarde euer ere they can take hede, 
Ok nature will falſely them begyle: 
- Conqueſt by warre laſteth but a while, 
Foz who by death dothe ſturdy vyolence, 
God will by death his vengeaunce recopence, 


This wozthy Ninus gan mightely pꝛeuaple, 


Apenſt ʒoꝛoaſtes of whom J ſpake tofoze: 
Foz he with hym fought laſt in battayle, 
Jn whiche Ninus hath him ſo well yboꝛe 
That zoꝛoaſtes hath the felde ploꝛe. 

And he was aucthour as bokes ſpecify 
Df falſe Wagyke,and Nygromancy, 


He fonde the nature of enery element, 

Their kindely woꝛkyng, a their mutacions: 
The courſe of ſtatres, and of the firmamente, 
Their inſtuences, their diſpoſitions, 

Their aſpectes and their coniunctions: 
'Wzotein pillers deuiſed of metall, 

The ſeuen ſciences called liberall. 


Alſo in pillers of Bzycke full harde ybake, 
There were vp ſet, longe, large and huge, 
He began alſo wzite them and vndertake, 
To make them lure as foꝛ their refuge: 
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That they choulde by ffoude, ne deluge 


Defaced ben as of their ſcripture; 


But in their grauyng perpetuall endure, 


But though z oꝛoaſtes theſe craftes out fond, 
Full little oznought it myght to him auaple: 
And though he were a good knight of his höd, : 


He was of Ninus flayne in batrayle, 


Loſt his realme,and royal apparayi: 
And Ninus dyed within a litie thzow, 
But in what wile, the ſtoꝛy is not knowe, 


Allo Woydes kyng of Sodome, 

I fynde of him no memozy by waityng, 
Daueina ſtozy as men map reade and ſe, 
He and his people were freell in liuynge: 
But he that was of Aſſiriens kyng, - 
Thzough falſe Foztune that can ſo oft vary 
To Babylon made them tributary, 


De haue ſene and redde allo, 

The vengeaunce and the peſtilence 
Done in Egypt to kyng Pharao: 

Foz that he made a maner reſiſtence 
Ayenſt God, of wil full inſolence. 
Therfoze his people bpon a day and he, 
Were dꝛent echone in middes ol the lee. 


The people of God ledde by Moyſes, 
Without trouble of any maner wawe, 
Went echone in quiet and in peas: 

And Pharao as he gan after dzawe 
Them to purſue, by a full moꝛtall la we, 
In his purſuite fozward was atteynt, 
Among the waues with his hoſt and dꝛeynt. 


In Exodi ben theſe mencions, 

Certouſlye put in remembꝛaunce. 
The. xii, plages and perſecutions | 
In Egypt done, by full great vengeannce, 
And of their treaſour a their great ſubſtaũce 
(They were dilpoyled by Ebꝛues (it is tolde) 
Ok their veſſels,of ſiluer, and of golde. 


Out of Egypt full great treaſure they ladde, 
Such as the thought might moſt the auaile: 
And Pharao J fynde that he hadde 

Two hundzed chares enarmed foz2 battayle, 
Them to purſue and pzoudly to aſlaple: 

And fifty thouſande in whom was no lacke 
Okmen of armes, folowyng on hozſebacke, 


Two.C. thouſande of fotemen him aboute, 
And ok Egypt all his chyualrye: 
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The ſirſt boke 


Ind Pharao with all his great route, 
Began Jſrael purſue ofenuye. 

But foꝛ his pꝛyde and falſe ſurquedp, ü 
He and his people were dzowned euerpchone 
Of all his number was lelt not one. 


His froward hart apenſt God indurate, 
Fulfilled of malyce and obſtinacy, 

Ind in his purpoſe pꝛoude and obſtinate: 
Thele foule vyces oꝛ he coulde them eſpye 
From his gloꝛy andhisregally, * * 

Ye was doun(though he tofoze was crouned) 
Amidde the lea among his people dzowned, 


Ol Ogiges kyng of Thebes, | 


Noether Pꝛynte called Ogygus, 
| 9 Kkyng of Thebes as bokes determine: 

And fofider was, thus Bochas telleth vs 
Of acitye called Eleuſpne. 16% 
Which ſtont in Grete, whole power to decline 
There fyll a floude in that regyoun 
Vyiche ouerftowed many a royall towne. 

- | 


And in Cithia that did moſt dammage, 

Tyme of Jacob patriarke notable: 

Ind this deluge with his waues rage 

Slewelozd?s many, a pꝛynces honourable, 

Fo: dame Foꝛtune is ſo deceiuable, 

That che ſumtime when che liſt diſdapne, 
Can folke aſſaple with a floude ſodaine, 


_ This floude alſo where it did aſſayle, 
Waſted coꝛnes bothe croppe and rote: 
Cauled alſo ſcarcitie of vytaple, 

That many a man felt full vnſote. 

The poꝛe not wylt where to finde bote, 
Fo: their pꝛynces (uppziled were with dzede, 
Thꝛough lacke of vitaple in that great nede, 


| Ofagreat floude in Teſſalp. 


A Nother floude there was in Telſaly, 
A In the time when kyng Amphyon 
Helde the teptre and the regalp 
_ Upon Thebes,the mighty ſtronge towne, 
Belide the kyngdome of Babilon: 
The ſame time this ffoude fell doubtles, 
When Gods people was ledde by Moſes, 


Witt this floude the land had ben deuoured 
Ol Teſlaly,and of all that region, 


Dith her vncle 


Enclined her hart vato his deitie, 


But on Pernaſo the people were ſuccored, 
And on the Roches that code enuy2on, 
Founde there refuge to their ſaluat 

And great ſuccour, til the floudes rage 
Began todecreaſe, withdzawe and allwage, 


In olde ſtozies alſo ye may ſe, 
Cecrops had firſt poſſeſſion 

Df Athens, the myghty ſtronge citpe, 

An heate there fell in that region, 


By influence that deſcendeth downe 


From the bodies aboue celeſtiall, 
Whiche likely was foz to deuoure all. 


And this heate engendzed with the ſonne, 


n diuers countreys both in length a bzeade 
ath his courſe ſo mightely begone, 
That many fol ke fell in great dzeade: 
Nypuers, welles, who ſo liſt take hede 
Conſumed were and dꝛyed vp echone, 

The heat called the enbzacyng ol Pheton. 


Qbe. v. Chapter. 


rotgoodiy Ilis wite to Apps hyng ot 
Argyue, ſlayne by his bzother 
| Dyffeus. 


WE haue read in lozies here fofozne, 
go that Jſis to Egypt toke her flyght 
Out of Crete, the true daughter bozne, 
Of Pꝛomotheus, a full manly kuyght: 
Ind Iſis in euety mans ſyght 6 
So freche, lo goodly, wedded by her lyue, 
To wozthy Apys that was king vfIrgyue, 


The whiche Ilis excellent of beautp, 
After tyme her father was ygraue, 

She was put foꝛ moze ſutetpe 

choulde kepe and ſane 
This ſayd maide no man ould her haue: 
And her vncle( in Ouide pe may ſe) 

Like as he wꝛote. was called Epymethe. 


Ind flourynge bp in her tender age 

This (ayd Jſis ſo pleaſaunt was and mete, 
Ok ſemelines, of ioke, and byſage, 

That Jupiter the mighty kynge of Crete, 
Was enuyꝛonned with her for to metes 
And che excited of feminitie, 
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And fo2 che was of her entent ſo clene, 
Obeiyng him in moſt lowly wiſe, 

Ok Argiuois he made her to be quene: 
Becaule that ſhe was lmit in couetiſe, 
Apenſt Argus a warre che gan deuile, 

And foz he was vnweldy ol his age, 
Her to wand he found none aduauntage, 


But yet Foztune gan vpon her frowne, - 
And kyng Argus thzough his ſubtiltye, 
With his counſaile ſo pzudently gan rowne, 
That He was take by full great crueltie: 
And her ſouldiours were allo made ta fiye, 
And by Argus, there gayned no raunlome, 


She fettred was and put in ſtrong pꝛylon. 


But her ſonne God Mercurtus, 
Right freche, ryght luſty. a full ofhardines, 
And of his earthly toys ſo glosious, 
Apenſt Argus gan his power dꝛeſſe: 
And ſointirely did his bulines, 
That Argus was ſlaine in concluſion, 
And after Ilis deliuered fro pzyſon, 


Ol her lleyghtes afterwarde not feynt, 
She toke a hyp and to Egypt went: 
In which chyp there was a cowe depeynt. 
And Theoꝛes whom Jupiter alſo ſent, 
Is gone with her bothe of one entent, 

Co ioyne a mariage after anone ryght 


Bet wene her & Apys, a pzynce full of myght. 
She was ryght wiſe aboue other creatures, 


Decrete of cunnyng, well expert in ſcience, 
She taught firũ letters and fygures 

To Egyptians, by playne experience: 

Gaue them cunnyng and intelligence- . 
To tyll the lande, taught the labourers 
To lowe their graine,# multiply by peres. 


And in Egypt her fame and her renowne 
Began day by day, wert her wozthines, 
Holde ol cunnuyng and of reputation 

By ligne ſhewed not onelp in pꝛinteſſe. 


But che was holde among them a Goddeſſe: 


And with woz@yps whiche were diupne, 
And lacritices to her they did enclyne. 


But to declare playnly at a woꝛde, 

In middes ok all her great pzoſperitie, 
Mighty Apis her huſband and her lozde, 
Pꝛinte of Egypt and loꝛde of that country; 
Sonne of Jupiter and of Niobe, 

Whiche Niobe by long diſcendyng 
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The daughter was of Phozoneus þ kyng, 


And Phozoneus firſt the lawe founde 

To whiche all Crete ſtande vnder obeyſaũce 
And the ſtatutes ot that myghty londe 
Were yſtabliched by his oꝛdinaunce. 

But foꝛ to wꝛite the vnhappy chaunce 

Of kynge Apys that is remembꝛed, 


He llayne was:and pyteouſly diſmembzed, 


By his bꝛother called Tyffeus, 

Sumwhat of yatred,butmoze foz couetile: 
Foz Tyffeus was onely deſirous 
Toretoycein full moztall wiſe, 

The mi 
Ok Argiuois to haue poſſeſſion, _ 
Pzeferred by murder and falſe (ucceſſion. 


And when that Its foũde her loꝛde lo deade, 
Ok entent that he were magnified: 
Firſt of wiſdome ſhe gan take hede, 


Pꝛdepned a meane that he weredeified 
High among Goddes to be ſtellified: 
In Egypt temples made to be ſtalled, 


And God Serapis, after ye was called. 
Che. vi. Chapter. 


COf Gryſiton that his membzes eate 
kozhonger. 


R_ Hat all I waite of caſe hoꝛzible 
N. Ok riliton, w hoger lo cõſtrayned 
Tat his life was to him (elf odible 
n Theſſaly w indigence papned, 
And pyteouſly his fame was diſteyned 
When he ſolde his daughter in ſeruage, 
Liriope whiche was but pong of age. 


By exthaunge of God to puruey thẽ vytayle, 
Ok very nede, he was ſo wo begon: 

He had nothing p might his thirſt auaple, 
He ſtaũch his 
Wherfoze he ate his membꝛes one by one, 
A pꝛynce, alas, was it not great pitie, 
To le him dye in luche aduerlitie⸗ 


— 
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Oe had alſo read full many a day tofoze, 


The great banichment and perſecution 
Of Argiuois:how kyng Gelanoze 
Was cruelly put from his region, 

And his lieges of indignacion 

In his place they (et one Danaus, 


mighty kingdom as ye haue herd deniſe, 


yoger, but gnawyng on a bone 


Sonne and alſo heyze to the God — 


— 
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The kyit bone 


The people ot malyce did him lo encomber, 
Ts encreale his ſoꝛow and his aduerſitie: 
Ind fyfty daughters he had allo in number, 
And Edippus his bꝛother alſo pardy 

Had fiftye ſonneg e tie ſtoꝛies pe may fe) 

At wene the whiche in lurety o honde 

In mariage there was made a bonde, 


Uader the which compaſſed was treaſon, 
Couertly, though they did it hide. 
But ik ye liſt haue cleare inſpection 
Of this 0tozy vpon enery ſide, . 
. Reade the legende of Cupide 
Which that Chaucer in oꝛder as they ſtode, 
Comppled ot᷑ women that were called good. 


Touchyng the ſtoꝛy of kinge Pandion 

Ind of his goodly fayze daughters twapne, 
How Thereus falſe of condicion 

Them to deceiue did his buſy payne: 

They bothe named of beauty louerayne, 
Goodly Pꝛogne, and ponge Philomene, 
Bothe innocentes ok intent full cleane. 


Their piteous fall in open to expꝛeſſe, 
It were to me but a pzeſumption, 
Syth that Chaucer did his bulines 

In his legende as made is mencion, 
Their martpꝛdome and their paſſton - 
Foꝛ to rehearſe them, did his buſy payne 
Is chieke Poete called of Bzytayne, 


Ol good women a boke he did waite, 

The number vncomplete fully of ninetene; 

And there the ſtoꝛy plainely he did endite, 

Ok Thereus,of Pꝛogne, andphilomene, 
Where ye map ſe theic legende, thus J mene: 

Do them woꝛchyp ⁊ foꝛth their life ſhew 

Fo2 a clere myꝛroꝛ becauſe there be but fewe, 


J wil! paſſe ouer, and ſpeake of thẽ no moze, 
Ind vnto Cadmus fozthe my ſtyle dzeile; 

In my wzytpnge, yet it greueth me ſoꝛe. 
Touchynge women of fayeth oꝛ ſtablenes 
Bleſſed be God J fynde none exceſſe, 


N 
Time frõ Adam mine auct our dothe expꝛeſſe 
Do wne to Memrothe by computation, 
His ſtile conueyed by great auiſenes, 
From zoꝛoaſtes to kyng Pharaon: 


Oftwo deluges hemaketh mencion.} 


Jn Teſſaly the vengeaunte gan laboure, 
And in Irhata Thebes to deuoure, 


pe haue ofheates hearde the exreſſe: 


Ok pꝛinces, pꝛynteſſes, full great deſtruction, 


Of Egiſtus the great weetchednes, 
The fury of Thereus the wo of Pandion, 


Ok the two liſters the conſuſion, 


And how their tate gan vpon them loure, 
Their felicttie vuwarely to deuoure. 


— pzinceſſes poux even do bp delle, 
meane the eyen of your diſcrelion, 
Se of this woꝛlde ß chaunge the doublenes, 
The great bnlurenes,the variacion, 
And aduert foz all your great renowne 
Foztuus deweswhi they moſt ſwetely hour 
Than is He falſet,your glozy to deuoure. 
The. vii. Chapter. 
C how Jupiter rauiched Europa, ⁊ how Cad 
mus was lent to lee her in diuers regions. 
He teherſal of many an olde poete, 
| By diſcent the line conueped downe: 
+ +; - Next Daturnus the mighty kyng ol 
Joue was crovoned by ſucceſſion: (Crete, 
As next his heyze by pꝛotteacion 
After his father the lande to enherite, 
Naygning in Crete, as poetes liſt to wpte. 


One ok the linage as J pou tolde befone 
Ok the Gods, moſt ſouerayne and entere: 
And though he were of bloude ſo high pbozne 
He chole Europe foꝛʒ to be his fere. 

And downe dilcended fro his heauenly ſpere, 
Is he that was foz all his deitie, - 
Surpzyſed in hart with her great beauty, 


and che was daughter to a mightybyng, 
Called Igenoz by lineall diſcent, | 
Whoſe mighty kigdom a ryal faire dwellyng 


And foz there be ſo fewe as thinketh me. Was in Phenice toward the ozient, 
The good choulde be had in moze deyntie. And to Fraby his lande was adiacent: 
| t>Lenuoye, | Farre by ſouth as ye may read and ſe, 
Ol His tragedy beareth to you wytneſſe, Toward the partie ok the redde ſea, 
How Saturnus by diſpoſition 9 1 
Maliciouſiy oł his frowardnes, But Jupiter whan he did aduert 
Cauſeth of Juno full great infection: Ol Europa the great ſemelineſſe, 
She ok nature conuepeth the nature doun: He thought he was wounded to the hart, 


The ayꝛe infect whiche no man may ſuccour 
 Cometh death anone, x al thing doth deuour 


Unto the death, beholdyng her fapzenes. 
Ind foz his coltraynt a his moztall ditreſſe 


5 | 
ag che was ſo fay2e in his ſyght, 
— her of very foꝛte and 2 


But Agenoz her owne father der 

Began on this caſe, full piteouſly complayne, 
When ſhe, alas, moſt goodly and entere, 

Was him biraft whiche doubled al his paine. 
Recure was none, though he did pleyne, 
Tyll he remembꝛyng on his regaly, 
Thought he woulde ſende to alpy 


His ſonne Cadmus her to recure apene, 

Foz to ſearche her in manꝝ a region: 

Where lo his labour wer fructuous oz vaine, 
His father ſet him a fell condition, 

Not to returne by none occaſion, 

And therupon made him to be bounde, 

Tyll þ he had the kinges daughter founde, 


He toke his chyps by great auiſenes, 

Ind began toſayle in many a ſtraunge ſee: 
Did his labour and his bulines: 

Dith many a wozthy that were w him pꝛeue: 
But when that he ofreaſon did ſe 

There was no meane foꝛ which that he was 
Foz to accopliche the fine of his entent, (ſent 


With glad hart deuoyde of grutchyng, 
Seyng the caſe frowarde and contrary, 
Humble of his cheare toke his exilinge: 

And ok manhode lift not him ſelfe diſpayze, 
But with his meyne knightly gan repayze 
Towarde Grete, # piteouſly there to lande, 
Of Ippollo foz to vnderſtande 


To what party that he might dzawe, 

He pꝛayed God to wyche him oz rede, 

Some token chewe oz ſome maner ſawe, 
Into what Ile that he myght him ſpede: 

N2 that he woulde graciouſly him leade 

. Where as he myght bailde a citye 2 
That were acrozdpng to him a to his meynie 


Ind to Appollo he did ſacrifice, 

Ind made to him his oblation: 

The God requiryng goodly to deuile, 

To what lande oz to what region, 

Foꝛ his dwellyng and habitacion 

He ſhould dzawe withouten moze obſtacle, 
Fon him and his to make his habitacle. 


Ind Cadmus thus befoze Appollo ſtode, 
Knelyng among with full great reuerence: 
And in the temple of Delphog dell abode | 


ol John Bochas. 


Leaf.ir. 
With hiible entendaunce © denout diligence, 


Mehkelp beſechyng by wozd oz by ſum lentece 


(That Appollo woulde to him vncloſe : 
To what party he hould him ſeife diſpoſe, 


This was his aunſwere in concluſion, 
— the — to him did — — 

and ſerche countreys enuyzon 
And eyll he found, do his buſineſſe 
A bulle, that wereexcelient offay2enes: 
Whiche by pzecept of Ippollos lawe, 


Had neuer afozne inyoke ydzawe. 
And where that euer (ekyng that he fonde, 


A bull ſtande ſtyll in his paſture, 
Appollo bade vpon that ſame londe 
Where as he ſeeth this ſyght of auenture, 


That he Qoulde do his buly cure 


To builde a citpe, he and his folkes all, 
And Boeciaafter the Bulle it call, 


And whi that Cadmus $ pꝛecept bnderſtode 
And in ſearchyng did his bulines, 

He founde a place where a bulle ſtode 
Feadyng hym ſelfe, whiche as by likenes 


Das a place full pleaſaunt oflargeſſe: 


Where as he ſtynt, he gan a citye rayſe, 
Which the poetes greatiy comend and pꝛaile. 


Ind 5 his buildyng myght the moze auaple, 


All the foꝛeyns that did about him dwell, 


Full like a knyght,by fozce and by battaple 
Out of that countrey he did them expell: 


Raplynge acitie whiche that did extell. 


And as Duide alſorecozdeth the ſame, 
Unto thys day of Thebes beareth the name. 


And he was not onely glozified 
Foz tearyng vp ot this — citye, 
But he was allo fied 

Foz his manhode,# his imitie: 
And moſt commended il pe liſt to le, 


Foz the lurmountyng # famous excellence, 


iche that he had in wyſdome and lcience, 


Foz as myne aucthour,ofhum lift indite, 
Thzough his noble pzudent purueyaunce, 
He taught fygures,# letters foz to wꝛite: 
And made lawes of full great ozdinaunce, 
Among the Grekes, and ſet a gouernaunce 
Their vycious lite by vertue to reftrapne, 
And who outrated, wag puniſhed w the pain 


And ol entent to entreaſe hys lynage, 
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nd his citye alſo koʒ to multiply, 

He toke a wife that was but — ot age, 
And He was called as bokes lpecity, 
Dermyone:and touching her alpe, 

Though that he were bozne of royall bloud, 
She was allo bothe iolp, kayze,and good. 


And this was done as wꝛiteth mine auctour, 

2 — — — wozthy Jolue: | 

Hauyng the leadyng and the loueraintie 

Of Jſraell,whan Thebes the citpe 

Was founded firſt in the dayes olde, + 
By kyng Cadmug,tofoze as J vou tolde. 


Foure daughters he had by his lyue, 
Full fayze echone and goodly on to le: 
And their names to reherſe blyue, 
Semele was the eldeſt, and next Acthonie 
Che thirde in oꝛder was called Jnoe 
Ind Agane was yongeſt of them all, 
Ok the whiche daughters thus it is befall. 


They were echone of poꝛt and of manere, 
Full well fauoured in euery mans ſyght, 
Right womanlp, and heauenlp of their chere, 
And foz their beauty their father anone right 
As it was ſittyng, wyth all his full myght 
Like their eſtates,birthe,and alſo their age, 
Made the be wedded,and ioyned in mariage, 


To wozthy pꝛinces, his linage to auaunce, 
Ind they encreaſed by pꝛocreation, 
Wherok the kynge had full great pleaſaunce: 
Ind great reioylyng in 2 | 
To laue his lyne by generation, 
With his neue wes and coſyns ok alye, 

Fro day to day, to waxe and multiply, 


And this encreaſed his felicitie, 
Whan he conſidered berely in dede 

' Theriche buildynge ok his royall citye, 
Ind Foztune did his bꝛydle leade 

To great riches, in bokes as J reade, 
To great nobles, haupng great reſidence, 
In his citye of moſte magnificence. 


His daughter Semele recozd of mine auctoz, 
Though che diſcended werd k the bloud ryal, 
To Jupiter Ge was paramoure: 

And by his power (uperceleſtiall, 

She conceiued in eſpecial 1 duct 
As poetes of her liſt to enditeꝛ 
Him that is god of grapes redd and white. 
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_ Experience in Cadmus ye may le, 


The firſt bone 


Called Bachus:whiche hath the gouernaũce 
Of wpnes all and the regalp: 

Wherof after was take full great vengeaũce, 
Foꝛ when Juno did firſt eſpye | 

Ok Jupiter the great auoutrye, 

Of great hatred and enuyvus deſire, 

She made Semele to be bzent th lodayn firs 


By dilcendyng of aſodayne leuine: 
And on Semele the vengeaunce downe wet, 
Fro Juno ielous, cleped quene of heauen, 
To wzeke her w2ath purpoſely yſent. 

Ind foze the flame coaſumed was and ſpent 
There was of her left no remembꝛaunte, 
But ok the ende the wofull moztall chaunce, 


Allo Actheon the ſonne of Xcthonte, 

To great miſche fes and infoztunes boꝛne 
Whole father called was Eriſte, 

Come of the kinred that J you tolde tofozne 
With cruell houndes alas he was to tozne; 
Foz that heſawe,as bokes of him tell 
Dyana naked, bath her ina well. 


And as Poetes remember at the left, 
Whan the ladycs of Thebes the citye, 
Helde of Bachus ſolemnely the feaſte, 
The ponger ſiſter called gane, 
Daughter to Cadmus, alas it was pitie 
Apenſt her owone ſonne deare, 


She was lo wode and moꝛtall of her cheare 


Murderyng hym in full cruell wiſe 

In her rage:ſhe was ſo furious 

Foz he lough at the ſacrifyce 

In Thebes done by women to Bachus. 
The whiche ſonne was called Panthens, 
Whom that the ſlewe w a harpe dart, 
In her wodenes, as che him founde apart. 


Theſe great miſtheues fell in the lyne 
Df king Cadmus thzough his vnhappy chãce 
Foztunehis nobleſſe gan vndermyne, 
And thought the would his glozy diſauaunte 
All woꝛldly gladnes is medled i greuaunce. 


Do impoztable was his aduerſitie, 


Foz while he late moſt higheſt in his glozy, | 


No part clipſed of his pꝛoſperitie, 
His bzyght renowne and his ropall memozy, 
In realmes ſpꝛedde, a many a farre coſitrey, 
2 weailfull in his high ſee, 
et whis linage moſt high in . 
en 


Than came Foꝛtune the falle enchauntereſſes 


Ok wilkulneſſe and founde occaſion. - _ 

Iyenſt Cadmus,and made his renowne dul: 

Ok his kynred by falſe colluſion, TR hy 

Sbe gan away the bzyghteſt fethers pull 

And whan his chining was wart vp to 5 full 

After the chaunge ol foꝛtunes lawe, 
His glozy gan diſcrete and withdzawe. 


It was We ous to his dignitie, 

A lodapne fall from his high nobleſle, 
Than it᷑ that he had neuer de 

Set in the ſtate ol his great wozthines; 
Foz the furious moztall heauines 

Ol his kinred without any moze, - 
Would haue greued a poze man fall foze. 


And amonge his ſoꝛowes euerychone, 
To rehearle playnly as it was, 
J dare affirme how that there was one 
Moſt hozrible t dꝛeadfull in ſuch a caas: 
Foꝛ Cadmus ſonne called Ithamas, 

His ſonne in lawe,thzough falle melancoly, 
Fell ſodapnely into a frenely, ths 


Ok whom the wife was called Inde, 
Cadmus daughter as ye haue heard expzeſſe 
Which through the cõſtraynt of his infirmit ie 
In his rage and furious wodenes, 
Thought that his wyfe was a lyoneſſe, 
And in his wylde ymaginacionus 
That his two childzen were allo twolyong, 


Ind bpon them fujl loude he gan to erye, 
Towarde his wife in haſte he came anone: 
And from her armes there was no remedy, 
The childe he rent, and on a craggy ſtone 
He gan to bꝛaſt it and bzeake it enery bone. 
The whiche childe Bochas wꝛiteth thus 
Full tender and yong called was Learchus, 


Andall this wofull and ſodaine aduenture, 
Ok this rage whan that che toke hede, 

As moſt ſoꝛowfull of any creature 

Her other childe che hent anone fo2 dꝛede, 
Foz of luctour the knewe no better (pede, 
So as ſhe might gan hafte way his ligyt. 
But welawap,as ſhe toke her to flyght _ 


Her hyſbande came after purſuyng 
Like a woode Lyon in his crueltie, 

Doe from a hill whiche was dependyng 
She and her childe fell into the lee, 


Y 


of 


of John Bothas. 
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Teal. r. 


Was it not ruthe, was it not pitvxe. 
A kings daughter, her loꝛd i Thebes crouned 
He to be woode, and che {oz feare dzowned: 


bi eee “ of wry + my denle; 
childꝛen ſlayne, and his allies all, 

Ind he hünllfe from foztunes wheie 
Whan he wenedleſte,fuil ſodayniyis fall. 
His little ſuger tempꝛed with moche gall; 
Foꝛ among all his moꝛtallpeyrnes 
His liege men of Thebes citezynes 


Made ayenſt him conſpiration, 


"2 PLN exile, and his wife alſo: -- -. - 
Vis on 


s daughters bꝛought to deſtruction 


And to the encreaſe of his moztall wo, 
He ſaͤnd his wife compelled bothe two 
- Fox very pouerte and very indigence 


In their laſt age to purchace their diſpence, 


Qbus ot Cabmus the fozowes to diſcriue;. 


And his miſchiefe ta put in remembzaunce; 
Do baniſhed was twiſe by his lyue, 
irſt by his fathers cruell oꝛdinaunce 


Ok his liſter to make enquiraunce: 


And alder laſt in his vnweldy age 
He was compelled to holde his paſſage 


Out ot Thebes, his wife and he alone, 


| 12 twepyng to accomplice their daies 


nto Jllery togither they be gone: 
Their pacience put at fell aſſayes, 
Whole bitternes felt none alaies, 
Alſo of their ende, and vnhappy fate, 
Ne of their death, J finde none other date. 


Saue that Ouide maketh mencion, 
Ind John Bochas the poete excellent 


Sap that two bꝛethzen, zethus and Amphion 


Out of Thebes by one aſſent, 

Haue this Cadmus into exile ſent, 

His wyke alſo: after their high nobleſſe, 
To ende their life in ſozow and wzetchednes, 


But the Gods or merty and pitye, 


- . Whathey the ſaw by foztune thus cad doun, 


From their eſtates into great pouertie, 
Hauyng of them full great compaſſion, 
They made ol them a tranſfoꝛmacion, 
Df bothe twapne, them peupng a likeneſſe 
Ok lerpentes, to liue in wylderneg. 


CLenuope. 


C. i. O 


BY The ky;lt bone , 


What eſtate may him ſelfe aſſure, 
Foz toconſerue his life in ſikernes? 
What wozldly top may here long endure: - 
Oꝛ where ſhall men finde now ſtablenes, 
Dithe kinges x pzinces fr6 their high nobles 
(Recozd of Cadmug)ben ſodfly bzought low 


And from the whele of foztune ouerthzow: - 


Who map ſuſteyne the pyteous aduenture 
Ok this tragedy,by wꝛityng to erpzeſſex 

It is like tothe chaunteplure 

Be ginnpng with iop, endyng in wzetchedneg, 


All woꝛldlp bliſſe is meinte with bitternes. - 


The ſodayn chaũg therof may no man know 


Fot who lytteth highel is ſoneſt ouerthzow, 


Das in this woꝛld pet neuer creature, 
(Reken vp pꝛinces fozall their hygh nobleſſe) 
But foztune coulde enclyne them to her lure: 
And them enperiche her frowardnes. 
Wherfoze pe lozdes, w all your great riches, 
Beware afoze oz ye daunce in the rowe, 
Ol luch as foztune hath fro her whele thzow, 


The.viti.Chapter, 
(IF pꝛoteſſe of Oetes * Colchos, Ja⸗ 
lon, Medea, Theſeus, Scilla, Nilus 
and other mo. 


— John Bochas was moſt dili- 
To conſider the ſucceſſions (gent 
Ot lynages, with all his entent 
In his wzityng and diſcriptions, 
To compyle the generations 

Of many noble famous of eſtate, 

J mcane of (uche as were inkoꝛtunate, 


In his ſerchyng he founde not out a kewe 
That were vnhappy founde in their liuynge: 
To his pꝛeſtce anone there gan hym chewe 
A multitude, full piteouſly wepynge: 
Among whiche full dolefully playnyng, 
Came koꝛthe Oetes, ⁊ hath cõplaynt begtine, 
Kyng of Colchos, and ſonne vato the lunne. 


Fo: of Phebus which is bzyght and clere, 
Poetes wzite that he was lonne and heyze, 
Becauſehe was ſo myghty olf power, 
So freche, ſo luſty ſo manly and ryght fayze: 
But of foꝛtune he fell in great diſpayre, 
Curſyng his kate, and his deſtapne 

When Jaſon firſt entred his countrey againe 


| By Pelleus (ent from Teſſaly, | 


That they might 


There to accompliſhe by diligent labour 


The great empꝛiſes thzough his chiualry, 
(If God and foztune lift do to him fauoure) 
winne the excellent treaſour 
This is to meane that he were ſo bolde, 

The ram to aſſail which bare ß flece of gold, 


This Jaſon thzough counſaile of Medee, 
Bp lozcery and incantacion, 
The bulle tough hozrible fo to ſe, 


And vainquiſhed the benimoug d2agon, 


The kyng dilpoyled of his poſſeſſion, 
Accompliſhed with carectis and figures 
Ok Colchos the dzeadful aduenturces. 


And afterwarde when he his purpole had, 
He left Oetes in full great diſpayze: 

And Medea foꝛth with him he lad, | 
And her bzother, which was the kyngs heyze, 
But as Jfinde howe in his repayze 

Out of Colchos whan they gan remus 
Kinge Oetes after them gan ſue, 


Upon Jaſon auenged foz to be, 
Without tariyng he folowed pꝛoudly: 


The wohiche thing when Jaſon did le, 


This Medea gan ape a remedy: 

She tone her bzother and ewe him cruelly, 
And him diſmebzed as bokes make minde, 
And piecemele in a felde behinde 


She gan him caft all beſpꝛeint with bloude. 
Wherof his father when he had a ſyght, 
Full pale of chere till in the felde he ſtode, 
While che and Jaſon toke them vnto flyght, 
I trowe that tyme the moſt wofull wyght 
That was on line, whan he did know 

His thilde dilmembzed and abzode plowe. 


Whiche cauſe was, alas, and welaway 
(That he ſo ſtont as man diſconſolate, 

While that Jaſon fro Colchos went away? 
And Medea moſt infoztunate, 5 
Was rote and ground of this moztall debate, 
Foz who ſaw euer, 02 redde of ſuche another, 
Co laue a ſtraunger liſt to ſlea her bzother. 


Foxloke her father, her countrey and kinred, 


Che lande emperiched though her robbery, 


Ok her woꝛchyp toke none other hede, 
Loue hath her bꝛought in ſuche a fantaſp. 
And while that Ge abode in Teſſaly, 
And with Jaſon did there ſoiourne, 


She made Eſon to youth returne, 


of John Bachas: 
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Leaf.ri. 
A yarde che toke that was dꝛie andiolde, Zs was alambeepned ok one pere. 
And With her herdes and commixtions, r 5 
Ind by charectes and incantacious, : e began a pꝛoceſſe off treaſon: 
Ind with the craft ot her coniurations, The liſters made vpon Fog e to pzactile, 
The parde vegan to bud and bloſſome newe, Dꝛewe dut his bloude, like her eutencion;. - 
And to beare krute and leaues freche ol hew. Ind che by crak. ol kalle 2 


Ind ſemblably with her conket tion,, 
His olde humours ſhe hath deputed cleane: 
And with her luſty freche poeion s, 
His empty (kynne tremblyng and right leane 
Pale and wanne that no bloude was ſene, 
But as it were a deadly creature, 


All this hath che cranſfozmed by nature. 


Made him luſty, and frech of his courage, 
Glad of hart, liuely o? cheare and (pght, 
Night well chered, and clere of his vyſage, 
Wonders deliner both of fozce and myght: 
In all his members as weldy and as iyght 
Is euer he was, in the lame eſtate 

By cralt of Medee he was lo alterate. 


After all this, apenſt kyng Pelleus 
She began to maligne, vncle vnto Jaſon, 
Jud ot enuy the pꝛoteadeth thug; 


Them counſaplyng that they Chould gone 
Unto their father, plapnly vnto him lapne, 
It he delired to be pong agayne, 


Full reſtozedhis fozce to recure, 

Ind therwithall in luſty age floure, 
She behight to do her buſy cure, 
XLyke his deſire to helpe and locoure: 
And in this matter ſo crafty laboure 
Fynally tande in the ſame caſe, / 
To be made ponge as his bzother was. 


Touchyng whiche thing 1 euidence, 
This Medea hath to the daughters tolde 
Ok entent to peue the moꝛe credence, 

She bade thẽ take a ramme 5ᷣ was right old 
And wyth a knyfe fo2 to be ſo bolde | 
To ſiea the beaſt befoze them there he ſtode, 
And in a veſſell dzawe out the olde bloude, 


Fullye affirmyng like as it were true, 
That he ould be a lambe agayne. 

Foz che by craft would his bloude remue 
In ſuch wiſe by euidens playne, 

That of elde no token choulde be ſeyne, 

In all his membzes as luſty and entere 


| Suppolyng in her opinion, 
The kings daughters che dꝛaweth to her ano 


_ That whan Creula the coffer did vnel 


Blent their eyen by apparalncein vayne, 
The olde Ram to ſeme a lambe agayne,  * 
Thus Medea by her leyght compallyng 
Ok enup, and venemous hatred, © 
Excited hath the ſiſters in mozkynge, .. - 


925 their father moztally to pꝛocede: 


nues thei made theit father blede 
Amiddes the hart, thzoughout eucry vapne, 


arpe kmues the 
Suppoſyngthelely liſters twayne 


That Pelleus renued choulde de 
To pouth apen, of fozce and ot ſubſtaunce,' 
But finally by treaſon of Mede·, 
Ye lolt his life, luche was his wokull chatice: 
he this wzought onely faz vengeaunce, 
Is rote and grounde of this crueil dede, 
Apenſt the nature of all womanhede, 


7 


That the death greatly choulde pleaſe 

Of Pellius, vnto her lozde Jaſon, 
Thzough great encreale ſet his hart at eaſe: 
But it rebounded vnto his diſeaſe, 

That finally Jaſon her fozſoke, 

Foz her offence, and he his way toke 


— Corn to — = —— thenits 
aughter Creuſa fozher grea 
Was afterwarde wedded to J 1 5 | 
But whã this wedding was knowẽ᷑ to ede 
Caſt ſhe woulde theron auenged de: 
Began.to conſpyzeofmalice and enuy, 


Ind thzough her magyke and her lozcery 
In full great halle gan to 02dayne 8 
And by her e e fonney eee, 

wn lemma 
Whiche of melyce the liſt to dilpole: 


ole 


The lyꝛe bꝛaſſ out a full large ſpace, 

Bꝛent Creula by full great vyolence: 

— — 5 reſiſtence; 
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Foz to puniche the 


—— — nd ͤ— — 


The firſt bone 


Ill went a fire thar was in her pteſence, 
By vengeaunce did full great domage.. 


But whan Yaſonthis fireſawein his rage, 


And conſidered the malice of Medee, 
Thought he woulde do execution, 
t iniquitte, 

Apenſt him compalled of treaſon: 

Foz che of vengeaunce apenſt all reaſon - 
After that Creuſa conſumed was and bzent, 
Her owne lonnes whylom that che ſent 


Polen rith eſtes 
(Like a ſtepmother auenged foz to be) 


Cut their thzotes, oʒ that they were ware, 


Apenſt nature, there was none other (pare: 
But foz hatred Gchad vnto Jaſon, 
Ifter this murder che fled away anone, 


Do eſcapyng his indignation, 
By craft of magtke che went at libertie 
To Athens, aad in that regton 


She wedded was vnto the kyng Ege: 


Not longe after a ſonne by him had che. 


The which child, mine auctour telleth thus, 


After Medea, called was Medus. 


After whoſe name the famous region 
Pnamed was, which called is Mede. 


But folowyng euer her olde condicion, 


This Medea voyde of hameand dzead, 
Compaſſed hath of wilfull falſe hatred 
Tyat Theſeus the lonne of kyng Ege, 
With newe poyſon hall deuoured be. 


But Theſeus full like a manly knyght 

In repayzyng home to his countrey, 

Okt high pꝛudence alpied anone ryght 
The moꝛtall vengeaunte, the great crueltie, 


Pk this ſtepmother; thiche ok enmitie 


Concluded hath in her entencion | 
Him to deſtroy bnwarely, with poyſon, 


Her hart ofmalice,cruell,andhozrtble 
As che that was with treaſon euer alied, 
Whan that che her purpole moſte odible, 
By king Egeus fully was aſpted, 
he hath her hart and wittes newe applied 
$ in their bokes poetes haue compiled, 
Apen to Jaſon to be reconciled, jo 


She fled away fot feare of Theſeus., 
Leſt he would done on her vengeaunce: 


Saue whan He had fulfilledher 


Ind finally as wzſteth Ouidius 
Ind mozall Seneke conctudeth in ſentaunce 
In his tragedies makyng remembzaunce 
Howe Medea, line as poetes ſapne, 
Unto Jaſon reſtozed was agapne. 


Q ouchyng the ende of their furious diſcozde 
es, 

do meane 
But if it were by — = Ne 


YOhiche ſo well coulde turne bp ſo down 


Sondzy thinges of loue and of hatred, 
And in Bochas of her no moze Itead. 


purpoſe, 
Mine aucthour relleth that Jaſon # Meds 
Reſtoꝛed haue apen bnto Colchos 


Her father Oetes, and from his pouertte 


Bꝛought him apen into his ropall ſee: 
And to his crowne by foꝛce they him reſtoꝛe, 
Touching his ende, ol him kind J no moze, 


Thus his foztunehath turned to and fro, 
Firſt like a kyng haupng ful great riches; 
After liuyng in pouertie and wo, 
Sythen reſtoꝛed to his wozthines, 
Thus euer ſoꝛow is meint with gladnes, 
(Who can aduert)in all wozldly thing, 
Recoꝛd of Pynos the noble wozthy kyng, 


To whom J mult now my ſtyle d2efle, 
Folowyng the traces of Bochaſius. 
The wiche Mynos, as Ouid doth expꝛeſſe, 
Touchyng his byzthhe wziteth playnip thug 
That he was manly, wile, and vertuoug: 
Sonne by diſcent of Jupiter the great, 
Ind of Europa, bozne to be hey:e of Crete, 


And of his perſon wonders delitable, 

Full renowmed of wildome, and ſcience, 
By diuers titles ot laude commendable, 

Ok byzth,ofbloud,of knighthode ie pzudence, 
Foz by his ſtudy and entyze diligence, 

He founde firſt lawes grounded on reaſon, 


- COherbyof Crete the famous region 


Gouerned was, and ſet in ſtablenes, 
All injuries andwzonges torefozme 
Made ſtatutes, extoꝛcions to repꝛeſſe: 
Ok rigytwilenes they toke the firſt fozme, 
And that eche man choulde him confozme 
Like their degrees, ſubiect and ſouerapne: 
Chat no man had a matter to — 

| : 2 


They felt them — ne trouble and in payn, 


Theione called Iria dne, æ Phedza the other, 


Folowyng their fate it might de none other. 
Andꝛogeus by kyng Mynos was ſent. 
Foz he 2 in SE 
To 88 —_— entent 

S forhe bean encre and multtply, 
And paſſe all other by ſtudy in learn _ 
IndtoexceU his kelo weg in 


— ol enuy bom fall — 
ade ayenſt onſpiration: 
And froma pinacle ſacred to Pallas. 


Fd ay e theimade Pm ole doun 


maketh mencion, 
His father Mynds auenged foz to be, 


Layed a great power about about the citie, 


he caſt him fully 8 no man ſhoulde him let, 
ut that de woulde do cruelly vengeaunce: 
— rounde about ſo fozehe them belet, 
Thatfin le he — bttraunce, 
A conſtrapned within a little pace, 


vnderſtande. 
— — the ches alſapiey 


Under face ofangelike lokynge, 
Some ben found 


9 1 
- 
- 
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He made his lieges to liue in quiete | Niſus within with myghtyapparnole) 
Cleare ſhinyng in his ropall noble nobleſſe, - 

With ſwozd and ſceptre, ſittyng in his tete: wp6a the wailes ode in his defence, 

And while he Royredin his woxthines, _ 1 — Loyd full phony: karge, 

e 1 — in N may le ex- a Nin ls — dp eres — LM 
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And che was called faire Paſiphae, - - . 2 e ee 9 
AO poles, 

And her father by recog of ien: Inone — lone fellin mee, 

See ae rene She was ed with his hi \nobleſſe; 

Indinhis dayes ofpozt — — is manly foꝛʒce expert many 

Right pzoude in armes and ä 1 — 

#akyng witnes of ranger eras Fo: loue of ls greveheaningee 
Dis baughter had thee —— Spade her haut pact 0nd bs banhes , 
The firũ a ſonne called And f cleargy. 
Indatterwardlu ful are daughters! twayne, 2 eee 8 

womanly on to rom her 5 <3 

2 22288 ke them oꝛdapne, Apenſt nature, het bloude and her kynred, 8 


And all frendchyp from her gan 
EE — 
Firſt her hart ſo ſo e 

Her fathers death falſely to conſpyze, 


Foz byug Pynos beynga traungere 
— — — 1 

kalle 

— 


he compaſſed | 
Firſt ofher father, and than ol the eitye. 
ee 


That a woman of peres pong and tender, - 
Coulde ymagen ſo marueplous a thing: 
But it fallerh th that creatures ſtender, 


Ben very wol 
Alſo bader coloure 


ann ge eee. in an 


Limbesin . 4 
Cruel as — — doth to — offence: 


Sutwo,alag war harmokach appar arenere. 


—— a mantell @<zonde o 3 — 
Whan farned fallenes doth the bzydle ledee 


Foz this Scills lth kynges Daughter ere, 


— —— — — 
entects 
w 3 conlolati 
Dis vis" | 4 ut 


But ſhe all turned fo his confuſion. | 
Hot like a daughter, but like a ſozcereſſe, 
His deathcbpaſſed the tozy dear erh witties, 


Is # 


14 : 


Her father had a fatall heer that one 
232yghter then golde, in which he did affure, 
Manly to fight ayenſt his moꝛtall fone: 
Foz in his head while it did endure, 
De Gould vainquiſhe and recure, 

And thzough his knighthode to his encreſe of 
In euery quarel wyn the victozy, (gloꝛy 


But whi kyng Hyſus her father lay a ſlepe, 
V pon a night parcell afoze day, | 
Full ſecrerely oz that he toke kepe, 

The heere of golde this Scilla cut away: 
And vnto Mynos armed where he lay, 
She him pzeſented thzough her owinaunce, 
Ok kalle ente nt him foz todo plealaunce. 


But in this matter like as wʒiteth Ouyde 
Methamoꝛphoſeos, who lo taketh hede, 
Her father lleping che knelyng by his ſide 
Toke a ſharpe knife without feare oz dꝛeade, 
While he lay naked, ſhe carft atwo his head: 
And ſtale away of full falſe entent, | 
Ind to kyng Mpnos ß head che doth pꝛeſent. 


Ind in her commyng to his pꝛeſenee, 
Her fathers head wyen che atoꝛe him laped, 
Nothing aſhamed of her great offence, 
Unto Wynos thus che did obzayed, _ 
And with bolde chere euen thus the laied: 
My loꝛde( quod che) w luppoꝛt of your grace, 
Peueth tomy tale, leaſure, time and ſpace, 


Certes my loꝛde, loue hath ercyted me 

And conftrayned to this cruell dede, 
Toſlee my father,deſtroye my citie, 

To foꝛget my woꝛſchyp, foꝛſake womanhead: 
And made me hardy to make my father blede 
Thinges hozrible thus haue J vndertake, 
Fo: to actomplyche, onely fog pour labe. 


My lelfe dicherited foz lone of your perſone, 
Called in my countrey a falſe traytozeſſe: 
Difconſolate,ftale away alone, | 
Oknew diffamed,and named a maiſtreſſe 
Ol kalle murder: bzyng a great witnes, 
My fathers head and his deadly vylage, 
Apenſt nature to further your voyage. 


Wherfoze J pray that yelift aduertiſe, - 
And conſider like a gentleknyght, - - 


| 
f 


Aa 


Ly Cuery Where, 


The tym bone 


Dow J foz lone to warde your great empꝛyſe 
And to great furtheryng allo of your righr 
Haue fitſt my father depziued ot his mygyt, 
Raft him his like, diſpopled his rs; 

To do pleaſaunce to pour high nobles, 


Ind nothing aſkeJ bntomyguerde bs 4 


Neither to mp rewarde that may auaple, 
But that I might haue full poſſeffic 

Df your perſon moſt wozthy in battayle: 
Foz there is no treaſure Þ might counteruayle 
To mp deſire, as that you woulde in dede 
Goodly accept me and my womanhede. 


Pe map me laue and (pyll with a wozde, 
Wake moſt glad, and moſt dolozous: 
I not require ofyou my ſouerapne loꝛde 
But that ye would be to me gracious. = 
Foz bloud,and kinne, and my fathers houſe, 
All left behinde, ik pe liſt aduert, 
And vndeparted peue to you my q 


Which to your highnes ought yno 
All thing conſidered in your royall 
Conceiued alſo how in bncouth 
Foz your loue J ſtaride deſolate, 
Saue ok your mercy full dilconſolate: 
Here is all and ſome, pour loue I bye ſo ſoze 
But pe do grace, J can ſay you no moze, 


And whan che had her tale tolde 
With a maner of pꝛetente of wom 

Ok all her e not cöcelpug: 
(The king aſtonied ol her hozribledede, 
By great aduiſe peyſed and toke he 


It was not littyng to pzynce noz to ayng 


To do fauour to lo frowarde a thing. 


With troubled hart and with a face pale, 

His loke vp caſt, ſayed: God fozbede' | 
That euer in Cronitie, in ſtoꝛy, oz in tale, 
That any man ſhouid ot Mynos reade 

How he ſuppoꝛted ſo venemous a dede: 
Fauour a woman, alas, and well awap, 


Whicye cough her lather, whan he in bed lay? 
332 211! 31117347635 335111433 | 
But ke — tefull and „ 
Ip1ape the done, and Sinrne; 
Foz to fake vengeaunte on pour falſe outrage 
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Wyhithe t ye do 

P place there as ye letourne. 

Lande and ſea to expꝛeſſe, 
They den enfect with your curſedneſſe. 


pour 


of John Bochas: Leaf. xi. 

Pour owne mouth your outrage doth accuſe, 'Thys vgly beaſte was engendzed thus. 
. — Jn Methamoꝛphoſeos the maner pe may ſe 
(They ben ſo frowarde, and ſo repꝛouable, — had a bulle of greate fayzenes, ; 
That your perſone turell and vnſtable, e as milke,and the quene N aſiphae 
Within my tourte it were a thinge not faire, Loued him ſo hote, the ſtoꝛy bereth wytnes: 
That pe choulde abyde, oꝛ haue repaire. And Dedalus dyd his bulines, 
ye be ſohitefulonenerylide That ayenf binde with her be bab to bo 

And contrartous of condicion , At oe 


I vzaye Tellus which oferth is gide, 
nd to Reptunus J make this oziſon, 
As ferre as ſtretcheth their dominacion, 
Under the bound of their regaly, 

A dwellinge place that they to you deny. 


Phan Minos had his anſwere thus deuiſed, 
On reaſon grounded and equite: 

And Scitla la we howe ſhe was diſpiſed, 
Knewe no partie, paſſage, ne countre, 

To finde ſocour whether che might ye. 
But dilpeired lyke a traitoureſſe, 

To warde the (ee anone che gan her dꝛeſſe 


To entte the water plainly if ſhe mighte, 
Foz very ſhame her ſelfe foz to thzoude: 
Ind whau the goddes thereofhada ſight, 
Tyey turned her, as they Þ might  coude 
In to a quaile, foʒ to ſing loude. 

Her father Niſus they dyd alſo tranſmewe 
Into a ſparhauke the quaile to purſue, 


This was the ende of Ailus a Scille, 
Ind afterwarde ofAthenes the toune, 
Was yelded vp to ſtande at the will 

Ol kinge Minos: with this condicion 
Euery pete, dy reuolucion, 

They of the citfe Gould not delay | 
Nyne of theyz chyldzen foz a tribute pape. 


This was by Minos the impolicion 
Upon Athenes, and of very dꝛede 
(They obeped, as made is mention, 
Ind their childzen pere by pere they lede 


cy 


Jnto et eee 9 If 
Untothis montre oꝛdeyned fo2 repaſt, | 
Which at their coming deuoured were in halt. 


But o2 that I foꝛther do pꝛocede 
In this mater, I wyl domy cure 
To declare it ye iſt to take hede . 
Ok this montre to teil the engendʒzure, 
Uncouth to heate and ayenſt nature: 


Foz by thewzityngeof Oui 


And thus the kinge foz all his ryalte 
Diſteiued was: foz who may any whyle 
him ſelſe pzeſerue, where women lyſt begile . 


And contepued a beaſt monſtruous, : 
That was departed, halfe bull, halte man: 
And as the poete by wꝛitinge techeth vs, 
Ok al Minotaures thus the name began. 
And Dedalus not longe after, whan 

This moſtre was by the quene fo2th bzought, 
(This ſubtle wozkmi hath an houſe yw2oght 


Called Laberinthus, diners and vncouth, 
Full of wzynkels and of ſtraungenes, 

Ugly to knowe which is nozth oꝛ ſouth, 

Ozꝛ to what parte a man Gould hym dzeſſe: 
Folkes were there blent w furious derknes, 
Who that entred,his retourne was in veyn, 
XOythout a clewe foz to reſoꝛt ageyn, 


Of Minotaurus thys was the habitacle, 
Lyke a pꝛiſon made foz turmentry: 

Foz dampned folke a paynefull tabernacle, 
Foz all that lay there in teoperdy, 

The monſtre muſt deuoure them, and defy, 
And ſpecially was ozdayned thys turment, 
Fo all that were doun from Athenes lent, 


But in this mater ſome folke bary, — 
Ind afferme how that quene Paſtphae 
Of kyng Minos loued a lecretarye, 

Called Taurus, in Bothas ye map ſe: 


Foz by this Taurus, Bochas bereth witneg, 
Quene Paſiphae had a childe full faire. 
Minos not knowing by no likenes, 


But the chude was bozne to be his heire. 


His truſt was good, he fell in no diſpatre: 
Foz (ome hulbandes, as poetes haue copiled, 


_ CObychmoſt aſſure, ratheſt ben begiled, 


nnocentes can not deme amys, | 
ely of wiues that ben founde true: 


Clerkes may wꝛite, but doutles thus it is, 


Ok their nature they loue nothynges newe, 
| C. iii. Sted- 
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- Stedfalt of hert, they chaunge not their het, 
Haukes beſt pꝛeued ſũtime a chek can make, 
pet fo a faute, the foule is not fozlake, 


Ok this mater wzyte J wyll nomoze: 

But ape the tribute and ſeruage of the toun 
Pꝛocedeth foꝛth, they cõſtreyned were lo ſoze, 
- Lykeas their lot turned vp and doun: 

Fo: there was made none excepcion 

Ok high ne lowe, neyther ſoure ne ſwete, 
But as it fell, they were ſent into Crete. 


The ſtatute was ſo inly rigozous, 

Tyep toke their ſozt as it came aboute: 

Tyll at the laſt it fell on Theſeus, 

That he — go foꝛth amonge the route, 
Kyng Egeus lon, deynge in great dout 
Touchig his lite, which might not be ſocozed, 
But that he muſt wyth other be deuoured. 


Which Theſeus foz hys woꝛthyneſſe, | 
Ind of his knighthode foꝛ hys great encreſe, 
Th:ough manly foxce and foz his pꝛowes, 
Somtyme was called the ſeconde Hercules: 
Among Amaſones he put hym ſelfe in pꝛeſe, 
Wedded Jpolita,as bokes (pecifpe, 
The hardy quene called ofFeminye, 


Ind afterwarde to Thebes he is gone, 
Yolpe the ladyes in eſpeciall, 

Which that copleined vpon the king Creon, 
Which the ditroubled, ke their eſtate rial 
To holde and halowe the feſtes funerall 
Ok their loꝛdes, quenes, and pꝛinceſſes, 
Ol wifely truth to chewe their kyndneſſes, 


Foz whan thys duke the maner had ſene, 
And of Creon the great iniquite, 

To the ladpes he made deliuer apene 
The loꝛdes bones, ot ruth and of pyte: 
pet in his pouth out of this cite, 

He was deliuered by ſtatute ful odible 
Co be deuoured of this beaſt hozrible. 


De gothe to pziſon fot all his ſemelpneſſe, 
As the ſtatute felly dyd oꝛdepne: 
But ok ruth and tender gentylnes 
Hym to pꝛeſerue from that deedly payne 

Ok king Minos 5 goodly doughters twaine 
Itiadne chope a remedie, 

And feire Phedꝛa, that he choulde not dye. 


Thzough their helpe he hath ß möſtre llaine, 
| That was daedtul and vgly koz to le: 


The firſt boke 
By them he lcaped, whereof he was 


Tode her to witke, 


Led them wyth hym to warde his c 
And by the waye deuoyde of all pyte, 
Ariadne ful falſely he hath fozſake, _ 
Apenſt his luraunce, & Phedza he hatt 


In myddes theſeaheleft her in an ple, 
Towardes no partpe ſhe kne we nc 
She wepeth, Ge crieth, alas the hs 
Foz of her fate thys was the mozt: 
That fozpite,Bachus the god of 
whole croune of ones fine 
Dothnowe in heauen with. ix.ſterres ynt. 


Thus ot Theſens ye may beholde aud te 


The bꝛoke aſſuraunce, ⁊ the newetang | 
But {ely women kepe their ſtedfaſtnes. 

Euer vnfoaled, ſaue lumtyme of they: kinde, 
They muſt the puruey whan men be vnkind. 


Ok Theſensg I tan no moze nowe {apne, 


In this matter to make of hym memozy: 
But to kynge Minos J wyll reſozt againe, 
To tell howe foztune ener falſe + tranſitozy, 
Jn what poyntes defaced hath his glozy, 
928 of eche one, Bochas doth ſpecitye, 

Ok Paſliphyae the foule aduoutry, 


Which was his wpfe, ſtode well his grace. 
To his pleaſaunce The was moſt ſoueraine,. 
But a cloude of a (mall treſpace Hg 
Made her lozde at 2 5 

But he of wyſdome bare pꝛeutip his paine. 
Foz in ſuche caſe, this us my ſentence, © 
Let pzudent huſbandes take them to patit᷑te. 


On other thynges Wynos gan alſo cõplaine, 
Dauypnge in hert thereof full great greuaiiee: 
Chat he lo loſt his fayzedoughters twayne, - 
And Minotaurus flapne wyth milchaunce, 
Alſo to hpm it was a great greuaunce . _. - 
That Theleus was gone at liberte, - -- ... 
And from all tribute deliuered hys cite. 


1 him allo in countinaunce a chers 

t Theleus Ariadne fozſoke: 151 
It liked him alſo not the mauere 
Unto his wyte that he Phedzatoke. © : 
And Phedza,lyke as ſayth my 
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vet turs 
Had two ſonnes by this Theſens, 2 
Firſt Demophoon and next Intiochus, 21 
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Foz to raupche Pꝛoſerpina the quene: 


bt John Sochas. 


Alto Theſeus after gan hym dꝛawe, 
Towarde Cecile, in tele armed clene: 
With Peritheus, in armes ix flaws 


But of entent Phedꝛa ful vnclene, 
Loued her ſtepſonn,called Jpolitug, 

But foz he was to her daungerous 

Ind to her luſt froward and contrary, 

Jn his appozt not goodly ne benigne, 

Ot her falſe entent anon che gan to vary, 
Apenſt hym full felly to maligne: 

And to her pꝛince of many token and ligne 
Of womanhede, che gan hym accule, 

Her auoutry failly to excule. 


Wo ſayth that women can not ymagyne 


In their deffence tales vntruc, 

To their delire if men liſt not enclyne, 
Neither on their feyned faiſe wo to rue: 
Anon they can compaſſe thynges new, 
Fyche and finde out of their encencion, 

A couert cloude to hadowe their trailon, 


She hath accuſed ponge Jpolitus 
Offaile auoutrye in hys tend2e age: 
Tolde and affirmed to duke Theſeus, 


With ful bolde chere, and ful playne viſage, 


Howe he purpoled foz to do outrage, 
O nly by fozce her beaute to oppꝛeſſe, 
Her lozde beſeching,to refozme and dzeſſe 


The great iniquitie done to his wife 


Whyle he was abſẽt, foꝛ thing Þ bare charge, 


Wypues of tales ſomtyme ben inuentife 

To ſuffre their tonges falſly flyen at large, 
But folkes Þ liſt of domage the diſcharge, 
Of luch acculyng ne take they none hede, 
Tyll the truth be tried out in dede, 


Imeane nothynge of wynes that ben good, 
Neyther of women Þ flouren in innocence; 
Fo god fozbede and the holy roode, 

But men ſhould do due reuerence 

To their nobleſle and their excellence: 
Declare their bounte, ⁊ their vertue chewe, 


And the cheriſhe, becauſe there be but fewe, - 


Touching the accuſing apenſt Jpolitug, 
Though it ſo were that it was fals in dede 
pet he foz ſhame and fere of Theſeus 
As in the ſtoꝛy ye may behold and rede, 

In his hert he taught a maner dzede 

That he alas thys ſely yonge knight, 


he earth quoke, people dꝛedde him 


Leak. tu. 
Fled a withdzewe hi out of hys fathers light. 


Hys indignacion playnly foz to eſchewe 
Though by deſert,in him there was no lacke: 
Ok haity dzede ag he gan temewe 

Oꝛ in a chare,oz on hozſe backe, 

His hoꝛſe afrayde, there fel a ſodeine wache: 
Doun fro a roch pendaunt as pe ſhall lere, 
He and his chare were dzowned both in fere. 


Thus vngilty in his molt luſty pouth, 


He was conueied to his diſtruction: 


Che ſclander conſpired as it is wele couth 


By falſe Phedza:but in concluſion, 

(The ſclander turned to her confuſion. 

Foz whan che wyll Jpolitus was dede 
Thꝛough her defaut,anon foz chame a dzede 


She toke a lwerde full charpe ygrounde, 
And therewithall che raft her hert atweine. 
Lo howe þ vegeaiice woll euer ayen reboũde, 
On them that falſely do their buſy peine 

To ſclaunder folke:foz like as they oꝛdeine 
With their diffames other folkes to wyte, 
God at laſt their malice can aquite, 


But ſome bokes of Phedꝛa dorecozde 
That ſhe achamed and confuſe of this dede, 
Hing her lelfe vp full high with a coꝛde: 2 
Lo how falſe (claunder can quite folkes mede, 
Wherefoze I counſayle cuery man take hede 
In luch maters as ſtande vncertaine, 


From haſty langage his tonge to refraine. 


Amonge thole ſtozies wokul foz to rede, 

Ali beſpꝛent with teares in his face, 

Full ſodenly Jhon Boc has gan take hede 
In middes the pzeaſe 3iſara came to place: 
Ind howe that foꝛtune gan alſo to manate 
This pꝛoud duke, full myghty and notable, 
Ok kyng Jabyn called the great conſtable, 


Ok his hoſt, leder and gouernour: 

To Iſraell very moztall fo. | 

With people he rode lykea conquerour, 

Ind where that euer his meyny dyd de⸗ | 
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Fled fro hys face where as he came a fer re, 
Nyne hundzed wapnes he had foz the wer, 


Strogly inarmed w hokes made like lithes, 
Wyo 5 appzoched to mayme # to wounde: 
Foz this tirant of cuſtome oftſlithes / 

Had great delite the Jewes to — 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Ind all tho that his ſwerde hath found, 


Kynge Jabyn bad, pꝛince of Canaan, 


Ju F{rael to ſpare childe ne man. 
This 5iſara was ſent to be their (courge | 


By goddes (uffraunce their linnes to chaſtile, 
Their olde offences to puniche a to purge, 
As a ſtagell many ſondzy wytfe, Hoke 
But whan of reaſon they gan better deniſe, 
Ind fot their treſpaces to fall in repentaũce, 
God gan wdzawe the hand of his vengeaſſte. 


Fo? in their miſcheke they gan their loꝛde to 
Felynge the pꝛicke ol his punicion: (knowe 
Ind mercy than hath vnbent the bowe 

Ol bys fell yze and caſtigacion, 

To God thep made their inuocacion, 

Ind he them herde in their moꝛtal d2ede, 

Ja Judicum the o2ye pe may rede. 


Howe inthe whyle that this zilata 
Shope hym of newe the Jewes to oppꝛeſſe, 


In their defence god ſent them Delboza, 
J A p2opheteſle , the ſtoꝛy bereth witnes, 


To peue the counſeil,their armeis to dꝛeſle: 
Ind by the ſpirite of her pꝛopheſie, 
Foꝛ to wythſtande the great tyzannye 


Of 3tlara, whych was diſcended doun 
With a great hoſt into the felde repeired: 
But Delboza of high diicrecion, 


' Whan that che ſawe the Jewes diſpeired, 


Ind fot to fight their toꝛrages ſoꝛe apeired, 
She made them firſt denoutly in that dꝛede 
To crye to god to helpe them in their nede. 


She was their iudge a their gouernes 
Chefe of their counlaill, and ot cuſtome ſhe 
Caules dependinge of great auyſenes, 


. That ſtode in dout, by dome of cquitie, 


She tried them out vnder a palme tre: 
And was not haſty no mater to determyne, 


Tyll che the parties afoze dyd exampne. 
And whan that che herd ol thecominge 


Ok ʒilara wyth full great puiſſaunce, 
That was conſtable ot that mighty king, 
Called Jabyn, wyth al his ozdinaunce, 
Upon Jewes foz to do vengeaunce: 

This Delboꝛa gan pꝛudentip entende, 
{The Jewes party, by wyſdome to dekende. 


She bad Barach, her huſbande, anon ryght, 


Ot Kemptalym .. with him take, 


[4 


Iyenft ziſara to ght foz their ryghte, - 
And that he choulde a great enarme take, 
But he fox dꝛede thps iourney gan faz lake, 
And dut ſt aot apenſt him tho werrexyx 

But che werepzeſent,and lyſt hym to connep. 


Wel wel quod che, ſyth it ſtandeth ſo 
That of wantruſt ye haue a maner dzede, 
I wyl my ſelle gladiy wyth you go, 

Pou to ſuppoꝛt in this great nede: 

But truſteth fully as ve chall fynde in dede, 
That a woman, with laude,honour,s gloꝛpe 
Shal fro pon wyn the pzice ofthis victozy, 


| roar after ſothlp as the lapd: 

Auilely Ge made her oꝛdinaunce. 

And the cheke charge on her leife che lapde, 
Is painceſle of Jewes gouernaunce, - - 
And pzudentcly gan her (cife auaunce, 

With god conueyed a ſuppoꝛt of his grace, 


With 3iſara to mete in the face, 


Ind ſpecially touchyng this viage, 

God toke away he lpirite and the myght . 
Fro ziſara, his fozce and his cozage, 

That he was feareful to entre into fpght: 
Kepte his chare, and toke hym to fiypggt. 
Knovyng no place in ſuertie to abyde, 


Cyll that Jaell a woman dyd hym hide 


Within her tente, and al moſt dede foz dꝛede, 
Under a mantell, deſirous foz to dzynke, 
She gaue him mplke:the ſlepe fyl in his heed, 
Ind whyle that he foꝛ heuines gan wynke, 
And ſadly ſlept, che gan her tobethpnke: 
Thought che woulde fo2 ziſara lo ſhape, 
That with his lte, ge Gould not eſcape, 


She tokea nayle that was ſharpe # long, 
And touertly gan her (elfe auaunce: 

With a myghty hamer round and ſttonge. 
She dꝛoue ß naile, lo this was her vegeaſice, 
Thꝛough his heed:le here the ſoden chaunce 
On tirantes that truſt on Foztune, 


Which wil notluffer them long to contune 
In their falfe vſurped tiranny, 


To holde people in long ſubieccion. 

She can them blandyche wpth her flatery, 

Under a colour of falſe tolluſpon: | 

And wyttz a ſodaine tranlmutacion, 

Foztune them can that pooze folke trouble, 

Reuerle their pzide, wyth her fate 5 ] 
a 


bl John Bochas. 


What Gould J lengre in thys mater tary: 
Though that lozddyp be myghty # famous, 
Let 3iſara be pour examplazy, 

It not endureth but it be vertuouus. 
Conqueſt, victozy,though they be gloꝛious 
Unto the woꝛld, if vertue be behinde | 
Men not reiopſe to haue theyz name in mide, 


Foꝛ Fo2tune thꝛough her frowardnes, 
Hath kynges put out of their regions: 

And che hath alſo thꝛoughe her doublenes, 
Dyſtroyed lynages wyth their lucceſſions , 
Made not (he ſometyme her tranſlaciong 
Ok the kyngdome called Argiuois, 

To be tranſpoꝛted to Lacidemonois: 


— 
The lame tyme whan z iſara the pzoude 
Gan goddes people to put vnder fote, 
Fames trumpe blewehis name bp loude, 
Wyth ſacred ſownes lemynge wondze ſote: 
But al his pꝛide was rent vp by the rote, 
Whan hys gloꝛy was outward moſt chyning. 
But who may truſt in any wozldly thynge : 


Folke haue afoze (ene the valuacion 

By remembzaunce of antiquitie, 

Ofmyghty Trop, and of Jlion, 

After diſtroyed by Grekes that cyte; 

To vs declarynge the mutabilite 

Of alſe foꝛtune, whole fauoz laſteth no while 
Shewyng euer trueſt, whan the wol begile. 


So variable che is in her delites, 

Her whele vntruſty and frowardly meupng, 
Recoz2de J take ofthe Madianites, 

Their vnware fal ful dolefully pleynynge. 
Whiche ſhewed them lelfe pitiouſly weppnge 
To Jhon Bochas, as he in wzitynge ſought, 
How foꝛtune apenſt their pzinces wzought, 


Which that gouerned the lande of Madian: 
Truſtinge of pꝛide in their — 
Iyenſt Jewes a warre they began, 
Purpolinge to bzinge them to btterance. 


But god that holdeth of warre the balaunce, 


And can of pꝛinces oppꝛeſſe the vein gloꝛp, 
Peueth where him liſt conqueſt and victozy: 


Not to great nõbꝛe, noꝛ to great multitude, 
But to that party where he leeth the right. 
Yys dzedful hand, choꝛtly to conclude , 

Do holdeth vp by grace, and yeueth lyght 
The higher hand where he caſt his light, 
Lyſt his power and his fauour chewe, 
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Leaf.rv. 
Be it to manp, oꝛ be it vnto kewe. | 


The wꝛonge party gladly hath a fall, 
(Though ther be Millions, many mo theran: 
take witneſſe of Jerobaall, 
hych is alſo called Gedian, 
That wyth thze.C.fought ayenſt the fan 


Ok Iſrael, the Byble can deupſe, 


YOhan he to God had done hys ſacrifice, - 


Shewyng to hym a thynge meruaplous: 

Whan the fleece wyth liluer dewe ful hene 
Was ſpꝛeint and wet, the ſtoꝛye telleth thus, | 
And rounde about the ſoyle t all the grene 
Was founde dꝛpe, and no dꝛop ſene: 

In token onely, this duke, this knightly man, 


Shulde haue the victozy of all Madian. 


This Gedeon toke with hym but a lewe, 
(Thze hundzed chaſe, whych lapped the riuer. 
God vnto hym luch tokens dyd ewe, 

And euidences afoze that were full clere, 
That he ſhoulde be of right good chere: 
Ind on no party hys aduerſaries dꝛede, 
Foz nother pꝛowes, nepther manhede. 


Where god aboue holdeth champerty, 
Their may apenſt hym be made no defence. 


Fozce,ſtrength, wyſdome ,noz cheualxp, s 


Iyenſt hys might, are feble of reſiſtence: 


(Thys was well pꝛeued in experience, 


Whan thze.C.wyth Gedeon in nombze, 
So many thouſandes by grace dyd encobze, 


Thys ſayd people deuided in to thze, 

With their trumpettes vpon ß derke nyght, 
By Gedeon that had the ſouerapnte, 
Wyth voyde pottes a laumpes therin lyght, 
And thus arayed they entred in to fyght: 

But vnto them thys token was firſt knowe, 
Whan Gedeon his trumpe dyd blowe, 


They blewe echon and loud gan to crye: 


B2ake their pottes, and chewted anon ryght, 
Is the ſtozy doth plapnlpy (pecifye, 


Their laumpes chewed wb a fnll ſoden lyght: 
MWherof their enemies aſtoinied in their light, 


Were ſo troubled vpon euery ſide, 


That in the felde they durſt not abyde. 


The erie was this of them enerychon: 

Thanketo p loꝛde moſt noble and glouous, 
zyle to the (werde ofmyghty Gedeon, 
hich vs hath cauſed to be wn” n 


Made our enemyes mdſt malicious, 
Thzough influence onely of his grace, 
Foz very feare to tye afoze our face, 


Thus can the loꝛde ofhys magnificence, 

The meke exalte, and the pzoude oppzeſſe: 

Lyke as he fpndeth in hertes difference 

So of his power he can his domes dzeſſe. 

Mercy aye meint wyth his rightwylenes: 

Yys iudgementes wyth long delay differred, 
And oz he puniſh pytie is aye pzeferred, 


Lenuoye.. 


et Painces, remembze that pour 
power 955 

Js tranſitozy , and no while abiding: 
As thys tragedy hath reherſed here, 

By euidentes notable enſupnge. 

And by example in ſubſtaunce wytneſſpng, 
That alt tyꝛantes(playnlp to termyne) 
Mote krom their tate ſodenly declpne. 


Phebus the freche in hys mydday ſphere 

His beames bꝛyghteſt x hoteſt out [pzedypng, 
But cloudy ſkyes oft appzoch nere 

To eclipſe his lyght w their vaware coming: 
None erthly toye is here longe abidynge, 
Recozd of Tyti,whych ſtondmele doth chine, 
pet toward nyght his üremes doun decline. 


Whan that foꝛtune is faireſt ofher chere, 
By apparence,and moſt blandiſhyng, 

Than is ſhe falſeſt ech ſeaſon of the pere 
Het loden chaũge now vp, now down turnig: 
The nightigale in Map doth krechly (ing, 
But a backe wynter can ſomer vndermyie, 
And all his frechnes ſodenly declyne. 


All erthly bliſſedependeth in a were, 

In a balaunce vneuynly hanging. 

Ofpzices # pꝛiceſſes moſt ſouerayne & entete 
In this tragedy conceyueth by redynge, 
Howe that eſtates by vnware chaunginge, 
Somtime full woꝛtho, their liues dyd fine, 
Whi fr6 the ir nobleſle they were "m_ — 


COf mighty Jabyn kinge of Canaan ot 
quene Jocaſta, and how Thebes 
was diſtroyed, 


The. ix. Chapter. 


The firſt boke 


Fe Of mighty Jabyn, foz his iniquite: 
Dyrche vnto Jewes was eumpe 
full moꝛtal, 

With ſcepter # crowne reigning in Canane, ; 

Ind vpon Iffrike had the ſouersinte, | 

Rebell to god,and lyſt not hym obey, 

But euer redy hys people to werrey, 


The loꝛd aboue ſeynge his tiranny, | 
Foꝛbate his hand wyth full longe (uffraſice: 
Ind was not haſty vfhis obſtinacy, 
Lyke his deſert foz to do bengeaunce, 
But euer thys Jabyn bycontinuante 
Endured fozth in his curſidneſle, 
Tyll the lwerde of goddes righwiſeneg 


Das whet apenſt this tiraãt, to chaſtiſe 
And to repꝛeſſe his rebellion: 
From his kyngdomel the ſtoꝛy doth deuiſe) 
n mpddes of his pꝛide he was pulled doun 
o exemplify that ſuch dominacion 
As is found wilful truth to ouer caſt, 
God wyll not ſuffer in power long to laſt. 


Fox this Jabyn was found alway frowarde; 
Ok high diſdaine lift not the loꝛde knowe: 
(Therfoze his power dꝛewe alway bacward, 
And his empire was after ybzoughtr full low, 
Dis riall fame foꝛtune hath ouerthzow, 
His name eclipſed Þ ſumtime Gone ful clere, 
Ok great Ciſon,beſyde the rinere, 


Ofquene Jocaſta Bochas doth alſo endite, 
Painceſſe of Thebes, a mighty great citie: 
Ok her vnhappes he dolefully doth wzite, 
Imagining howe he did her le 

To him appere in great aduerſite. 

Lyke a woman that would in teares reine, 
Fo that foztune gan at her ſo dildeine. 


And though che were defaced of figure, 
There che wed in her a maner maieſte 


Ok quenely honour,plainly to dilture 


Her inkoꝛtuns, and her infelicite, 
Ind to declare plainly how that che 
Ok all pꝛinceſſes which ſode in eſtate 
Was her ſelfe the moſt infoztunate, 


Which gaue to Bothas full great occaſion 
Whan he ſawe her pitous apparaple, 
Foꝛ to make a lamentacion 


Ol vncouth ſoꝛowes, whych dyd her aſſaile 
Wych 


of John Bochas. 


With a tragedy to wepe and to wayle 
2 and ſtraunge dedely ftrife, 


Which that che had duryng all her lte. 


Leaf.xvt 


Fnd vnto mothers that ben tende of hert, 
n this mater iuges foz to be: 
as it not tuth, was it not pite, 


That apzinceſſe,a quene, alas, 


N and playne. 

her byzth kyꝛſt he doth diflyne: 

| Indaffyamethin hys boke certayne, An! 

She was diſcended of a noble lyne. 

2 n fourengagealſowhen hedyd@yne, 

_- Hhewedded — 9 — . 
Unto the kyng of Thebes the citye 1k 


Which in his ne 95 
— — her —— — her onde — dts 
The childes m__—_— to know — 2 

And thought he would go do ſacrifice 

Unto Ippollo, to haue knowlegynge tokoztie Be 
Touching: his child, whan that lG. 


What Gould folow in conclulion 

He was deſirous and haſty foz to ſe, 
Fyꝛſt by heauenly diſpoſicion, 

And by the fauour ifit woulde be 

Of Appallos myghty deite: 

To haue aunlwere among his wyttes al 3 
Ok his child what tate Gould befall, 


Dis anſwere though it were contrary | 
Co his delire,yet was it thus in dede: 
Appoitotoide hym, and lyſt no lenger tary, 
Tyat this childe ould verily in dede 
lee his father, and make his lides blede: 
And w his hands, there was none other wey Wh 
But on his werde he mult nedes depe. 


The kyng was heuy a triſt on this ſentence, 
S — — — nothyng faine: 
And caſt afoze thꝛough his pꝛouidence 

That his ſon ſhould in al haſt beflayne: 

Ind that he would not an houre delayne 
After his byꝛth, but bad his men to gone 
Into a lozett, and ſlee the chylde anone, 


Lykehis byddyng the miniſters dyd in dede, 
Tabyng the chyide, tendze, a yong ot age, 
And into a fozeſt wyth them they gan it lede, 
fo be deuoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 
The mother, alas, almoſt fell into rage 
Seyng her child lo inly faye of face 
hal rhus de deed. and dyd no treipacd. 


— — though che dar amen 


Shuld know her child deuoured in ſuchcaag4 


After thys apus toke good k 
Without — RR 3 
That batons whych dept his epe 


pang heidi 
But ths ſhould bee be — 
beperde goth fozth anon ryght, 


Chis apd d beholdyng benigne of loke # face, 
—— in 882 his in warde light, 


A at treſpace 
SO mos 
yne, 
(Thzoughout his fete tomake holes — 


ke a {mal roddeofa oli a 
Des the kete, alas it fougeoliers, 
ap d 

Df encenththene ould note Us 
'(Thzough wylde beaſtes cruel and ſauage, 
All lodenly deugured in their rage. 


nthe tre whyle he thug bound, 
Ok auenture by ſome occaſton, 


Whycha6ruth and hath the child yfound, 
ruth and pyte kene hym doun: 
Tofolter the chyide wyth her bzeſtes twaine, 


Ind whan he was bꝛought foꝛth  recu 

Ind full made hole of hys woundes 8 
Thys yong chyld whych al this hath endured 
Whan he in age began to were moze,.. - 
And that nature began hym toreſtoze, 

The (aide eperde that loued hym beſt 32 
After his hurtes, Edippus dyd hym cal. 


Foz Edippus is no moze to ſaine, 

Who that conceyueth the expolicion, 

But fete yperced thzoughout both twayne, . 

—— r is mencion, 

Dee tent n 
3 

Begantye hid ful lowly to pſet 
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. And th 


Ig 2s by diſte bu a ferre fozraine. 
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Ind fo2 he Was barrepne ot nature, 
She and the kyng ofone affection, 
Toke Edippus both into their cure, 
As ſonne and heire by adopcion, 

To teigne in Cozinth by ſucceſſion: 
The kyng, the quene, a ofCozinth e 
Had the cyylde in ſo great cheerte. 


Let men conſidze in their dilcrerion, 


Sodapyne chaunge ot᷑ euer maner thyng. 


This childe ſent out foz his diſtruction, 
Ind now 828 koʒ to be a belt 


— 1 — to beaſtes — — : 


He that was r 
Js now rereyued to knyghtly heritage, 


Deſtttute he was of his kynrede, 
Foꝛſake, and abtectof bloud, and of alte, 
In tedze pouth his fete were made to blede, 
Henge on a tre, and began Ku — — 
But god that can in miſchefe magnifye 
And reconkoxt folke diſconſolate, 
Hath made thys childe nowe thus i268 


Ind ha ided to be a kynges 
Vim —— ok deth in 8 k 


Foꝛtune can ew herſelfe both foule # fayze 4 
Folkes bzought lowe, ful wel apen recure: 


Ind luch as pactently can endure, 


And ly not grudge ayend their chadilpng, 


God out of mylcheke can ſodenly them rug. 


But whan Edippus was growe vp to 
Lyke a pong pzince encre[ —— 
Luſtp and ſtrong, and e ok his cozage, 
Of auenture bebe loln ſothneſſe, 


Outzer by ſtrife ,oz by ſome frowardnes, 
Oz by lume conteke he had knowledgynge, 


Howe he was not ſonne vnto the kynge 


loze he began to muſe, 
Ind — to kndwe, and be ys” in certaine, 
Mhyoughr he would ſom maner pzactike ble: 


- , ndtothekyngheganbymſelfeexcuſe, 


Foꝛ a tyme to wpth0zawe his pꝛeſence, 


Tyll he myght knewe by ſome experience, 


zip ume ligne hoe the matter ods, 
T :;oughyt he wou 
fines bord waged 2 Rd, 
De was diſcended,a nd haut ſome euid ence 
Touching trvth howet tode in ſentence: 
Aud her vpon to be certified, 


There boke 


Towarde Fppollo faſt he hath hym hyed. 
Whiche in Cirra wozypped was that time, 


And gaue anſwere thzough his deite, 


To tolke that came at euen and at pume, 
Of euery doute and ambigupte: 

And there Edippus fallyng vpon his kne, 
Afterhys offring,had anſwere anone, 
That towarde Grece he chould gone 


Unto a mountaine, tyat Phocis bare þ name: 
Ind there he ſhoulde of his kyured here. 

Allo lyke his fate, the anſwere was the ſame, 
He ſhoulde flee hys ovone father dere, 

And after that to Thebes dꝛawe hym nere, 
YOeddehis mother of very ignozaunce, 
Called Jocalta,thzoghhys vnhappp chaũce. 


He liſt no lenger tary neabpde, 

Typs ſapd Edippus, but fozth goeth he: 
Ind on hys way he began anone to ryde, 
Tpi he the mount of Phocis did le, 

Under the which ſtode a great countre, 
Called Cetoyens,whiche that time certapus 
Werreyed them that were on the motitaine, 


Dis father Layus thzongh his chiualrp, 
With Citopens is entred into battaile: 
Ind Edippus came wpyth the partie 

Ol the hyll, armed in plate and maple. 
And as they began eche other to aſſatle, 
Among the pzele at the encountrynge, 
Ol auenture, Edippus ſlewe the zyng, 


unk nowen to hym that he his father was, 
there ot no ſulpection: 


aupu 
Ba bis war platiythys is the tale, 
Fnd alls vnknowen he came to the toun 


Of mighty Thebes, wher foz his hie renoun, 
He was reteyued wyth ful great reverence, 
Bytauſe that he lough in their defence 


Sphinx the ſerpent hozible foz fo ſe, 
Sometpme o2datned by incantacions 


Foz to diſtroy the towne and the countre, 


By his compaſſed ſleightly queſtions =» 
Sloughe man and chylde in all the regions, 
Such as not coude by wpſdomeozreaſon, 
Matze of his pzobleme plapne expolicion. 


Who ſo paſſed by, he coude hym not excuſe, 
But the ſerpent woulde — kelly aſſaile: 
With a pꝛoblem make hym foz to muſe, 

Called ot lome men an vncouth . 


ops 


Wyych foz toerpowne who that did aſfaile, 
Ther was none helpe neither other remedy, 
By the ſtatute, but that hemuſt dre. 


Ind foꝛ all folke haue not knowledgeng 
Of this demaunde, what it was in dede, 
J wyll reherte it here in my waytyng 
Compendiouſly,that men map it rede. 
Firſt this ſerpentcwho that liſt take hede) 
Was monſtruous, and ſpake apenſt nature: 
And ikit fpll that any creature FIT? 


Man oz woman,ſhould foꝛth by paſſe, 
Highe 02 1owe of all that region 
As I ſaydeerſt there was none other grace, 
But if he made an expolicion 

Ok this ſerpentes frowarde queſtion, + 

He muſt dye, and make no defence: 18 
The whych demaunde was thus in lentence. 


The ſerpent aſked: what thyng may that be, 

Beaſt oꝛ foule whan it is foꝛth bought, 

(That hath no power to ſtand, go, noʒ flee: 

Ind afterwarde, if it be well yſought, 

Goth fyꝛſt on foure, oꝛ els gothe he nought, 
After by pꝛoce ſſe, on thꝛe ,# than on twapne, 
And ett agayne, as nature doth oꝛdapne, 


He goth on thze, and erte on four agayne, 

Allo kyndty right nature diſpoſeth it lo, 

And in a whple it foloweth in certa ine, 

To the matter which that he came fro, 

He muſt of kynde reſoꝛt apen therto: 

Ind who cannot the meanyngeclerely fe, 
He of thts ſerpent all deuoured be. 


Wyich Edippus ful ſobze in his entent, 
Not to retzell, oꝛ to haſty of langage. 
But in his hert wyth great aupſement, 
And full demure of lote and of vyſage, 
Conlidꝛed fyzft thys perilous fel paſſage: 
Sawe wel totoze that it was no tape, 

Ind ful pzoutded Þ no wozde ould elcape. 


At good leyſar, wyth hole mynde &memozye, 
Seyng the erneſt of this moztalempaile, 
Yys life dẽpending bitwixe deth & victozy, 
Thys(quod he)plainly to deupſe, | 
Is fyꝛſt achild whych may not (uffyce | 
han it is bozne(the truth is al day ſene) - 
Wythout yeipe him (elfe to ſuſtene. | 


Ifter on four he naturally doth crepe, 
Foz impotence and grene tenderneſle, 
Nozices cau tell that do them kepe: 


ol John Bochas. 


But aſterwarde he doth hym dzefle 
With his 7wo ker: e thirde to erp2eſſe, 
Ok his nature tha 


But 
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doth attayne, 
goth vpzyght, 


= twapne: 
e 


ightlly vpon wayn 
| N ower to teſtrayne, 

ze as men may le, (thze, 
ent, to make vp his legges 


than | A ( n le 
On es ect bo andlone i 

oz crocpe, oꝛ potenteg, ma not than auayle, 
Din da youth 18 Baathed and cer en. | 
Than ekt ee ee dont, 
With fottr fete to erth he doth retontne, 
Fro whens ye came, there fel to foiourne, 


All came fro etth,andall fo the erth chat, þ 


Agaynſt nature map be no pzotection, 
Woꝛldly eſtates echone they be moztal, 
There may no 1 make redempcion. 
Who clymeth hielt, his tal is loweſt doun. 

A meane eſtate is beſt, who coude it knowe, 
Betwene hye pꝛelumynge, a bowing tolowe, 


Foz who ſit hyeũ, and tn ſeopardye, 
Under daunger of foꝛtune, lyke foz to fall: 
Mllchefe and pouerte as foz their party, 
Ben loweſt bzought _—_ theſe people al. 
Some folketaſt ſugre,and ſum taſt call. 


Salomon therfoze myzrour of ſapience, 
Bytwene great riches and great indigence, 


Iſked a meane, called ſuffyſance 


s 
* 


Co hold hym content of copetent diſpence, 


Not to teioyte of to great haboundaunce, 
Ind euer in pouerte to ſend him pacience,, 
Sobze w his plenty, in ſcarſneſſe non offence, 
grutching: but bitwene ioye and ſmart, 
Thanke god of all, and euer be glad of hert, 


Erth is the ende ol euery maner man, 
Foz the rich wyth great poſſeſſion, 
Dyeth as ſoone (as I reherce can) 
As doth the pooze in tribulacion. 
Foz deth ne maketh no diuiſion. 
By ſyngler fauour, dut bitwene both plich, 
Dfthe poozelt,# of hym that is molt rich. 


This (aid em concluded in this caſe, 
This laid pzoblem — th 418550 


ie 


2 


- Whych ß lerpent dega nfleighly topzopoſe, 
That whana , 
Kynde to his dethwarl 13 fipole. 


Eche = —ͤ— 

Experience can Leuerp age 

Howe thy woplde(s hery put a pures. 

Thys lapde Edipous cite in Thebes dozne, 

Sent to a koꝛeſt deuotit to be, *(fozne, 

F dae pag bo tos 
9 


And aftet dawpuge me Wage | 1 


Slough bs father, 


Otkkrowarde gappes fallowynge al hys lyue 


As this tragedy hys faztuneQal diſtriue. 


But foz that he his bye pꝛudente, 
Unto the ſerpent.  edery dete, | 

He noughhymafter,by Anlghtty vyolence, 
Moze by wyſdome,than by armure oz ſtele: 
State of Thebes can teil pon thys ful wele , 
Whych was one caule if ye liſt to ſene, 
Wyerthzough Edippus, wedded hath ß quene 


Called Joraſta, pꝛinteſſe of that countre: 
Yps owne mother, vnknowen to them bothe. 
And though ſhe were ryghte kayꝛe vpon to le, 
With this mariage 8̊ goddes were ful wzoth, 
Foz theit aliaunce nature gan to loth: 

That a mother as pe chal vnderſtande. 
Shoulde her (on take to be her hulbande. 


There was therin no conueniente 

To be luppoꝛted by kynde, ne by reaſon, 
But ik it lo be the henenly influence 
Diſpoled it vy the inelinacian 
Ok lome falſe froward conſtellacion, (lar, 
Cauſed by Saturne, 0z Pars the frowarde 
To engendze debate,oz ſomemoztal war, 


In thys matter plapnly thus J deme, 

Oft no connyng.butof opinion: Oeme 

Though he were crowned w (ceptre and dia- 

To teigne in Thebes the firog myghty toun, 

_ "bat (ome aſpect came fro heuen adoun, 

Ankoꝛtunate, frowarde, and full of rage, 
Which agayne kynde ioyned the mariage. 


He crowned was by aſſent of all the towne, 
Flouryng a ſeaſon by foueraynte of peece : 
and oe ere dad rr 1 

ones and doughters he had doubtleg, 
The kyꝛſt ſonne called Ethiocles, 
P*lynices called was that other, 1 
Zs lapth Bochas) the teconde bzothey, = 


he firſt boke 


. There is no glozy whych that _—_— 


Fiſo he had goodly doughters twarne, 
The eldeſt called was Antigone, 7; 
The ſeconde uamed was Jmeyne: 

Ind both they were ryght fayze bnto ſe, 
The quene Jocaſta might no gladder be 
Than to remembze whan they were in age, 
Yer goddes had encreſed their linage. | 


It was her ioye and her felititie, 

To ſe her childꝛen, that were ſo inly fapꝛe: 
But after iope ther cometh aduerſite, 

Ind hope aſſured wanhope doth oft appapze. 
Cotrarious truſt wyll gladly their repaire 
Wher falſe wenyng in hert is coceyued, 
'Thzough ignozice, which hath many dilceiued 


What thynge in earth is moze dilcepuable, |. 
Than whan a man ſuppoleth verly | 
In pꝛoſpetite foz to ſtand ſtable, 

nd from his iope is remeued ſodapnly: 
Fox where foztune is found to haſtp, 


To triſe folhe, ſhe is greuous to endure: 


Foz\odapne chaunges be hatefull to nature. 


Unware wo that cometh on gladnes 
Is vnto hertes ryght paſſinge ence 
And who hath felt his parte of wealfulneſſs 
Soꝛowe ſuynge on, is to hym odious. 
And wozſt of al, and moſt contrarious 
Is whan eſtates higheſt of renoun, 
Ben fro their nobleſſe, ſodenly bzought doun, 


Chat falſe foztune can ſo magni 
But whan his laude bzightelt is 4 clere 
She tan eclips it wyth (ome cloudy 
Df vnwareſoꝛo we, onelp of enup: 
Seeth of Edippus an open euidence, 


Which by his life had experience 


Of highe noblelle: and therwyth alſo, 


Parte impoztable ofgreat aduerſite : 


Dys (oye euer meput wpth ful moꝛtal wo. 
Foz while he reigned in Thebes he citie, 
And Jocaſta with ful great rotalte, 

Within thecountre there fyl a peſtilente, 
The people infectyng with his violence. 


Thzoughallthe land, and al the region, 


In euer age, but moſt greuoully 

On them echone that were of that towne, 
The infection ſpꝛed moſt ſpecially: 

Ind of vengeaice theſwerd moſt rigozouſlp, 
Day by day began to byte aud carue, 


Di 


of John Wochas. 
Men vnderſtode , up fignes ont ſhemwyng, 


Ok ech ellate cauſpng folke to ſterue. 


Thus began to encreaſe the moꝛtalite: 
That eucry man ſtode in ieopardy VG 
Ol their lynes thzoughout the countre, 

So impoꝛtable was their malady, 7 
That ye might heare the people clepe and cry, 
Dilpeyꝛed lo were they of theyz liues, 
Uoyde ok all ſocour, ⁊ of their pꝛeleruatiues. 


They (ought herbes, ⁊ ſpices in their cofers, 
And began to ſeke foz helpe & other ſocours: 
The cauſe enquiringe of pzudent phtloſofers, 
Ind of their moſt experte diuinours, 

Why that the goddes wyth ſo Garpe hours 
Ok peſtilence, and in ſo cruel wyſe 

Lyſt them, alas, ſo moztally chaſtyſe. 


But among all, in ſoth this is the caſe, 

There was founde one ful pzudent and wyſe, 
I pꝛophet, called Tireſias, 

Ok pꝛophecy haupng a ſouerapne paile: 
Which affirmed,and ſayd in thys wyſe, 
Ag vnto him was (ewed by myzacle, 
Phebus him lelke declarynge the ozacle: 


Caule of this (yckenes and theſe maladics, 
As the goddes plainlx haue diſpoſed, 
(And Senecke waiteth alſo in hys tragedies) 
Though thecaule be letrete and ycloſed; 
Unto the tyme there be a byng Depoſed, 
Wyhich lle w his father @ raft him his life, 
And hath alſo take his mother to his wyfe, 


Tyll thys be done, and execute in dede, 

Ther may be made no redempcion: Enn 
But pellilence all multiply and ſpꝛede 
Euer moze and moꝛe, though that region. 
Tyl vnto the tyme that he be put a doun 

Fro his crowne,whych not long agone 
Vis father flough, among his moztall fone, 


Ind hath his mother wedded alſo 
Agapnſt lawe and agaynũ atry gut?: 
Tyll vengeaunce vpon thaterime be do, 
There chalbe war, peſtylence, and fighte, 
Soꝛowe, a ſtrife, euer maner wight 
Ok vengeaunce ys neighbour ſhal hate, 
Bzother w bother, a blond w bloud debate. 


This is al and ſome, there mag be no ſocour. 
Phych bꝛought the people in great heaupues, 
Foz Tireſias the great dinjngue;; n 
By p20phecy told them thus expꝛeſſe:· 
And at the laſt by tokens and witnes, 


tat. r viii 


This peſtilence was bꝛought in by the zyng. 


Ind though the people gaue no credence = 
To Tireſias ne to his pzophecy, tf 
The quene Jocaſta caught an euidence, i 
Ind in her hert a full great fantaſy, ; it 
Dpeccially whan Ge dyde eſpie 
Ok Edippus the fete that were wounded, 

How this rumdur was on trouth ygrounded, 


Becauſe alſo there was a diuinour 
Which tolde tofoze, that Edippug ſhoulde be 
To Layus of Thebes lucceſſour 

Wherby the kyng, the quene, and the cyte, 
Fyl in great trouble and great aduerſite, 
Well moze than J by wꝛityng can repozt, 
Foz there was nothing p myght thẽ recofozt, 


Ful oft in the day Jotaſta gan to ſwoune, 

And kyng Edippus to ſobbe, crye and wepe, 
In lalte teates as they them would down: 
Deth crãpiching in to their hert gan crepe, 


A dap cöplainyng, a night they may not ſlepe, 


| 
| 
Curſynge the houre of their natiupte; = 
That they Gouid lpue that day foz to ſe. | 


Their moꝛtall chaunce,their dedly auenture, 
Their foztune alſo whych gan on the froun, 

I npacient, and doleful toendure, - 

Their froward fate, wyth their lokes bꝛoun: 

The kynge foꝛ y2e caſte away his crowne, 
And began to race, foꝛ cõſtraint ot his payne, 
Out ok his heed his wofull eyen twapne. 


Day and night he cried afterdeth, = 
Hatefull to come in any mannes ſight? 


Moſt deſirous to yelde vp the bzeth, 


LOoful in hert to come in any light, : 
Co02bed foꝛ ſ\ozow,feble to ſtande vpright, 
And ſpecially in hys deedlydiſtres, - 

Foz dzede and ſhame he dared in derkenes, 


Che cruel condreint of his moſt grenance 


WDWas, that his ſonnes had hym in dilppte: 


Which-gan his ſozowe greatly to auante, 
fo him to ſcozne was ſet all their delite, 

as neuer none that ſtode in woꝛſe plyte, 
Foz thus [yeng and deſtitute of there, 


VUnto the goddes he made his pzayere; _ 
10a ene ne 
Belechipg the with a ful doleful herte, 


Upon his wo to haue ſum compaſſion:  _ 
And that they would oz to 3 2 


Mea | The fyzlt boke 
Bit wene his ſonnes make a diniſion, 


Eche to bꝛynge other to diſtruction. 
Thys was his pꝛaper in ſubſtaunce, | 
- Thateche on other may take vengeaunte. 


In yeres fewe,foz their vnkyndneſſe, + 
They herd his pꝛaper as ye haue herd deuile: 
. The bzetherne two their curſidnes, 
Eche gan other moztallydiſpiſe, 

Foz lacke of grace, and foz falſeconetyſe; 
Eche foꝛ his partie deſiroug in dede 

Tokoze other to reigne and ſuccede, - 


And thus thele bꝛetherne moſt infoꝛtunate, 
Bitwene them ſelfe fill at dilcencion: 

And finallp, this vnkindiy debate 
B2ought al Thebes to diſtruction. 

Pet was there made fyꝛſt a conuencion | 
By — p eche ould reigne a pere, 
(The tokher ablent to plap, æ come no nere. 


This concluded by their both aſſent 
And by accoade of that region, 
Polpnices rode fozth and was abſent, 
Ethiocles toke kyꝛſt poſſeſſion: 

But whan the ye re by reuolucion 
Was come about, he falſe of his entent, 
Unto the accozde denied to aſſent, 


Thys was a taule of they both firiues: | 
Polynices was thus put out of his ryght, 
Tyll Adꝛaſtus that = of Irgyues, 


which thoꝛow al Grecegreteſt was of might, 
Dent vnto Thebes, as a knyghr, 
Yys ſonne in lawe, to treat of thys matter, 


And thecauſefinally to lere: 


— 


Polpnites to koꝛte hys partie | 

P wedded had the kynges doughter dere 

I meane of Adꝛaſtus, floure of chyualrp, 
n Tideus dyd him certifye 

Touchinge the anlwere of Ethiocleę, 

And of his truth, how he was recheles, 


Falſe of hys pzomyſe,# curſedip foꝛſlwoꝛne. 
Fo: to hys truth none aduertence had he, 
Neyther to the accozd Þ was made hefozne 
Touchyng ß delineraũce of Thebes the citie: 
But who that lyſt the ſtoꝛpe clerely ſe 

Ok thele two bzetherne,and their diſcencion, 
And howe dꝛaſtus lay to foze the toun, 


Fnd howe Tideus though his high pꝛowes, 
Fought by the way going on meſſage: | 
Ind how of Grece all the wozthines, 

Wyth kyng Idꝛaſtus went in this viage, 
And of the milcheke that fyll in that paſſages 
Foz lacke of water, tyll that Jſiphile 
Nozice of Ligurgus ſo fayze vpon to ſe, 


Taught Tideus to fynde out a riner, 

She that dyd in fayzneſle lo extell: 

Ne ho we the lerpent molt vgly of his chere, 
Ok kig Ligurgus þchilde ſlough at the well: 
Neyther howe Amphioꝛax fyll doun to hel, 
Ill to declare me ſemed was no nede, 

Foz in the ſiege of Thebes ye may it rede 


The ſtoꝛye hole:and made there is mention 
Ol either parte, their puiſſacice, a their might 
And how Idꝛaſtus lay tofoze the toun, 

And how they metteenery daye in fyght. 
And howe Tideus the famous knyght 

So renomed in actes marcial, 

Was dlapne, alas as he fought on the wal. 


And howe the bzetherne met among the pꝛeſe, 
Lyke two Tigres oꝛ lions that were wode, 
With charpe ſperes, this is doutleſſe, 
Eueryche of them hed others hert bloud: 
This was che ſyne, a thus with the itſtode, 
Saue at theirifedſtes called funerall, 

There fell a ma rueple which J tel Qal. 


Whan they were bent in to aches dede, 

Of their enuß chere fyll a ful great wonder 
Amonge the bzondes and the coles rede, 
Yyghe in the avm tie (mokes went a (under, 
The one to one patty, and that other yonder. 
Co declare the dove, me liſt not fayne, 


» Chegretharered? was bit bert dem eroayn, 


** 


©* 


Alto 


„ of John SBochas: 


Thus foz their pꝛe. and falſe diſcention, 

All the loꝛdes and all the chiualrye, ; 
Were ſlapne of Grete, and allo of the towne, 
And roteofall(myne aucthour liſt not lye) 
Was falſe alyaunte, and fraternall enuy: 
And chere grounde with all the ſurpluſage, 
Who ſerche aright, was vnkyndly marpage. 


The = Jocaſta felt her part ofpapne, 
To le ger chylder eche of them flea other: 

er ſon, her lorde,blynde on his eyen twayne 
ich to his ſons was father a alſo bother, 
Foztune would it choulde be none other. 
Parchas ſiſters which be in nũber the, 
S panne ſo the thzede at their natiuitie. 


Allo whan Jocaſta ſtode thus diſconſolate, 
And ſawe of Thebes the (ubuerſion, 
The countrey deſtroped, and made deſolate, 
The gentle bloude edde of that region: 
—— 02 — 

u t be no moze appepꝛed, 
But ot all hope fully loe diſpayzed, 


Triſt and heaup, penſyfe, and ſpake no word, 
Her (ozowes olde and newe Ge gan aduert, 


Coke the ſwoꝛde of hym that was her loꝛde, 


w which Edippus (mot Layus to the hart: 
She to finyche all her paynes ſmarte 

And fro the body her ſoule to deutde, - 
Kote her lelfe thzoughout euery ſyde. 


She wery was of her wofull life, 


Deyng of Foꝛtune the great frowardnes, 


Hob her diffame and flaunder was ſo rife, 
And ot Edippus the great wꝛetchednes. 


Allo of her ſonnes the great vnkindnes, 
All theſe thinges weyed on her lo ſoze, 
That foz diſtr eſſe che liſt to liue no moze, 


Bochas waziteth concernyng her fayzeneg, 
Conſtraynt of ſozow cauſed it to fade: 

The famous light alſo of her nobleſle 

Ind all the clearenes of her dayes glade, 
With vnware harmes; ſhe was ſo ouer lade, 
Ok very anguyche that che her ſeife did hate, 


Do inl contrary dilpoled was her fate, 


Thus death deuoureth with his bitter gall 
Joye and ſozow, auoyde of all metrcy: 
Ind with his dart he maketh dowone to fall 
Riche and poꝛe, them markyng ſodaynly. 
His vnware ſtroke ſmiteth indifferentiy, 
From him refuſyng fauour and allmede; 


L cat. xir. 
Ol all eſtates he taketh lo little hede. 


Better is to dye than liue in w2etchednes, 
Better is to dye than euer lyue in payne, 


Better is an ende than deadly heauines, 


Better is to dye than euer in wo remayne? 
And where ß milche ke doth kolke to coplaine 
By wofull coſtraynt of long cotinuaunce, 
Better it is to dye thi liue in luche greuauck, 


Taketh enſample hereof and a pziefe, 

Ok kyng Edyppus that was ſo long ago, 
Ok quene Jocaſta that felt ſo great milchiefe, 
And of their childzen remember alſo, 

Whiche euer liued, in enup, ſozow and wo. 
Foꝛtune, alas, duryng all their dayes, 

Was ſo frowarde to them at all aſſayes. 


Touching Edippus pꝛoteſſe finde J none, 
What ende he made in conc!uſion: = 
Saue Bothas wit howe that kyng Creon, 
Colen and heyze by ſucceſſion, 

Exiled him chayned farre out ofthe towne. 
Where he endured miſchefe,(020w, and dꝛede 
Tyll Attropos vntwyned his liues thzede, 


GLenuoy, 


The pꝛyde of Jabin & falſe pꝛelumpt ion 
OfqueneJocaſta the great aduetlitie, 
Ok kyng Edippus the inclinacion =} 
To vytes all: and the diuiſion 
Ok the two brethꝛen, playnly vs to aſſure 
Kyngdomes deuided may no while endure, 


eX-Dmne regnum in ſe diuilum 
deſolabitur. ä 


s 02 cotintrep 
eſſion, 
itie, 


2 this tragedy thze thinges ye may le: 


Seeth here example of Thebes thecitye, 
Ind how mende region 5 
Ty2ough their fcowarde falle duplicitte, 
With warre were bzought todeſtruction, 
(Their pꝛomiſe bzoken, & their couert treaſon, 


-- Shewed by their harmes ipoſſible to retute, 
Kingdomes deaided 


may no while endure, 
D. fill. Pzinces 


The firſt boke 


N iinteg, pꝛinteſſes which hanethe lieren. 


Ouer the people, and domination, 
If pe lyſt longe lpue in kelititie, | 
Cherithe your lubiettes, do none extoꝛeion. 
And aduertiſt, of wyſdome and reaſon, 
As this tragedy dothe to vou dilcure, 
Kypngdomes deuided may no while endure, 


5 The. x. Chapter. 
How Atreus kynge ok: | 
ayenſt his bzother Thieltes, flew his 
the childzen, diſmembzed them 
in pieces # made Thieltes to 
eat of their fle,# dzinke 
3885 ok their bloud, | 
B Ochas the Poete auctout of this boke 
42 Him purpolyng to gather and compile 
Diuers ſtozies, anone his penne he toke: 
Him remembꝛyng within a little while, 
In this chapitle began direct his dũyle 
To wꝛite the $02y, hye and compendious, 
I koʒne all other, ol duke Theleus 


Loꝛde of Athens, a famous great citye, 
Right ſtrong and myghty on euery ſide, 

But at his backe Bochas did one le, 

Which eryed loude, and bade he ſhold abide: 
Bocas (quod he) tro the me liſt not hide 
My wokull rale, ne in no wiſe ſpare, - 
My piteous complaynt to the to declare. 


A am Thieſtes beſpꝛent all with wepeng; 2 
Dꝛowned un teares as thou maieſt well le: 
Sometpme ſonne of the mighty kyng 
Pelops,and boꝛne alſo parde 

Ok quene Hippodamea excellent of beautpe. 
And fo thou art deſirougtoendite 

Ok people vnhappp and their wo to wꝛite, 


Pyr will is this anone that thou pꝛotede. 
Turne thy ſtyle, and take thy penne bliue, 


Leaue Theleus and take of hym none hede, 


But firſt my tragedy that thou dilerpue: 
Foz J ſuppoſe that in all thy iyue, 


That thou law neuer a thing moze dolozong 
Moꝛe vnhappy, ttowarde, ne more piteous 


Than is, alas, my moꝛztalſ aduenture: 
Incomperable, the ſoꝛow ſurmounting 
Ok quene Jocaſta, moſt wokull creatute, 
Oz ot Edippus his fate euer tomplapnyng 
Foꝛ my complapnt hath none endyng | 
But laſteth euer, and beareth me witneg, 


Vo wo relentlech batomy heanines, * 


eſſene w2ought 


chas ſtyll ſtode 
Full ſoberlyto geuẽ hun audience: 


And with p woꝛde John Bochas 


And in the place demurely abode. 
To hear the ſubſtaunce ot his moztal offence, 
Whiche thus began to ſhewe the ſentence. 

O John( quod he) I pꝛa the take good hede 
My wo to wꝛite, that men map it reade, 


Alag, my hꝛother rote of bnkyndenes, 
Atreus called of reaſon, ſours and well, 
And finder out of treaſon and fallenes, 
(Foz all other in fraude he doth pꝛetell) 
Pyole couert hate is moze than I can tell, 
4 ſuppoſyng of very innocrencete 

n him no malite, diſceite, noꝛ none offence, 


But as bꝛother chould a bꝛother truſt, 
I truſted him, of hart, will, and thought: 
By apparence none other cauſe J wylt, 
Foz in his perſon J ſuppoled nough 
That euer he culd ſo falſe a thig haue wzoght 
But whomay loner another man detepue, 
Than he in whom no malice men concepue : 
demed of him as of mp true bother, 
nyng he had faythtull ben to me: 
J ſa we no ligne, ne I knew none other, 
n him ſupolpnge no duplicitie. 
But wo alas, how might it euer be, 
Oz who ddd euer in any ſtozy finde, 


Bloude vnto bloude to beſo vnkynde e 


I will paſſe ouer to tell the wozthines, 


Touching the eſtates of out pꝛogenitours, 


Df our kynred, and the great nobleſſe, 

I tell nothing nether ot our pꝛedeceſſours, 
Ne of mp pouth, howe paſſed ben the floureg: 
IJ leaue all this, and vnto mynde tall 

The wꝛetchednes that J am in fall, 


My bꝛother founde a falle otcaſion 
Apenſt me, and began a raule feyne 
To baniſh me out of our region:: 
And began at me ofhatredto diſdayne, 
Uponme affirmyng iacertayne-: 

n out Kingdome whiche called is Miſſene, 
ſhould haue lien by his wyke the quene. 


This he tompaſſed full falſely of malite, 
Him ſelſe weil no wyng that it was not ſo: 
Euet founde vnkyndeand milauiſe, 

Hot like my bother, dut like my deadly o. 
And to encreate great pertell otf my wo, 
By long pꝛoceſſe in his entencion, 


He 


And he pzetendpng as by countenaunce, 


* 


% 


of John Bochas. Leaf. rx. 
De ymagined my deſttuct ion. That he had la iniy great pleaſaunce 
| 1619 7 Ot my repayze, of truth he tolde ſo 
And his chefe cauſe was falſeconetiſle '- To reiopiyng that he ſayed he woulde ga 
Touchyng this thing which he did faine 1 nol i "AX 
And yet this kyngdometruely.todeuiſe, Unto his gods todo ſome obſeruaunce 
Should haue be departed betwenevs twaine Foz this accozde, and humble ſaccifice: 
But apenſt truth he did ſo ozdayne, Madehts miniſters w faythful attendaunce 
Me toexple out ofthat region, Co wayte on me in all their beſt wile, 
Him (elfe alone to haue poſſeſſion. — _ tell —_ 2 i Fl 
vet in his hart he call another wile, Halle the toye he made whan we mette. 
To mp bndoyngand deſolation, ni GO Gt 8161. 
(To the place whence he did me exile Firſt how frendly he did me embzace, 
Under aGadowe of falle colluſion, Ok harty gladnes within his armes twaine: 
Co make a maner reuocat ion: Ind how foz iope the teares on his face 
Of bzotherhead chewyng a pꝛetence, Full entirely gan diftyil and rayne: | 
Me toreſtoze apen to his pꝛeſence. That foz my party he could not me reſtraine, 
= But that I muſt of frendchyp fraternall, 
To beaccepted as a bzother choulde: Wepe as did he, in his efate royall. 
With full accozde ſiyll with hymto abide, 
Ill miuries of whyche afoze J tolde, Che wily wolfe that caſt him to deuour 
On either party fozget and (et aſyde. Thelſely lambe whiche can no defence, 
That nothing after Gould our loue deuide, Nenonehelpe himlelfe to ſuccour, 
But ofone will and one entencion, So feble he is to make reſiſtence, 
Leade all our lyte without deuiſion. Whiche demeth truth of falſe apparence, 

265 What wonder is it the fraude not conceiued 
XOberaf the people were full glad and lyght, Though ſuch lambes vnwarely be dilcciuede 
Thzoughout M iſſene that mighty region, | 
t ny reſoztyng founde J euery wyght Though that roſes at midſomer be full ſote, 
Ready of hart and whole affection Pet vnderneth is hyd a full charpe (pyne: -. 
Metorecepue into that noble towne. Some freche floures haue a full bitter rote, 
And none (o ready by ſygnes out hewyng, Ind lothſom galle can ſuger vndermine, 

Co make me chere in lothe as was the kyng, In dꝛedful tozmes $ſunne amõg doth chyne 
= be And vnder a hadow of fapned frendlyheade 

There is no domage in compariſon, Cuhere is nofrendGyp(\o perillous to dzeade. 

That map be lyheued by no reſemblaunce 

To fapued truth and ſimulation, Cuhus remEbzpng the faythful woßdes table 

Whan fraude is hyd w a fapze countenaunte, Of my bzother ewed vnto me 

Pzetendyng truth outward by deceyuaunce, At our metyng thekiſſyng amiable, 

And vndernethe of molt falſe entent, The aſſured conenauntes of our fraternitie, 

Ok doubleneſſe dareth the ſerpent, But oft time men may beholde and ſe 

moe ns That lilies amõg theſe nettles thicke 
As vnder flowers is <zowded the dzagon, And fl. ure in mids theſe wedes wicke. 
Foz to betray by ſodayne byolente, 

Suche folke as haue no ſulpection, Thus while J reſted in the kynges houſe, 
But trueiy meane in their pure innocence, _ Noth 

Till they be caught of defence: Dis old 

Oz as a ſiche with bayte of falſe pleaſaunte, 

The hoke not ſene is bought to milchaunce: Him lelfe to auenge he toke my childzen thze, 

INE 1 11 $505 nd fikerly is it not a wonder, 

Thus ſemblably at my home commyng, He cut their thzotes with a knife aſunder, | 
I was recepued with euery circumſtaunee: 7 | 
Lykeas halfeheyzeand bzother to the kynge, Foz be that it did him good 


Chem to into peces (malls [/ 


The ty bone =! 


Ind in a veſſell 602 to gather their bloude ' 
While thep lay Rill andloked on him pale. 
This was his dede in a delertvale. ©. 
Within a caue that no man qhould eſpy, 
Treaſon conſpired of his falle tyzanny. 


This was the ſubſtaunte of his ſacrifice, - 
To flee my childer, make theit harts blede. 
I trowe the Gods therof did N 

Ok his kalle olfrynge whan they toke he de. 
He did their membꝛes alter rolt and ſede, 
And with this vyande moſt abhominable 
He made me to be ſerued at the table. | 


Jn conert cruſescaiſo thus it ſode) 


PR 


Toſtadich mi thirlt though his cruel vbgefce 


He made ine bnknowe d2ynke their bloud. 


Was not this thing to goddes dilpleaſaunce? 


pes J dare (ape, foz by demontraunce, 


V pon this dede without moze obſtacle, 


The lunne tn heauen chewed a mpꝛatle: 


Whiche ſoꝛe agryſed might not beholde 
With his beames theron to caſt his ſyght, 
Foꝛ diſpleaſatice his clearenes gan wholde 
And foz vengeaunce to withdꝛaw his lyght, 
The day turnyng foz hoꝛrour into nyght, 
Whan he Gone bꝛyghteſt in his midday ſpere, 
Shzowded his face and woulde not appere. 


But J ales bpon this caſe hozrible 

That coulde not ymagynne thynke, 

On any matter that was ſo odible, 

Eat their fleſhe, their bloude alſo did dꝛynke: 
Whiche ſo (0ze dothe to mine hart ſynke, 
That J map not touchyng this aduenture 
The circumſtaunce foz conſtraint dilcure. 


It nedeth me not to make rehearſaple 
Touchynge mine exple, oł all maner thinges, 
Ok diuers ſoꝛowes that me did aſſaple, 
My wokull ſighes, ne my greuous wepings: 


Ne vpon nightes my doloꝛous wakinges, 


My pouert, nether how J Rode in dzede, 
Toleſe my like, wherof Bochas take hede, 


Fnd remembꝛe all the circumſtaunces, 
Ik euer thou (aweſt ot high ozlow degre, 
More contrary 02 moze vnhappy chaunces, 


Than thou haſt heard remembꝛed here okt me 
As a traytour his tyme did eſpye, 


Wey in balaunce my ſoꝛowes, let me ſe 
It any ſoꝛowe oꝛ milchete vnretured, 
Map counterpapſe to that I haue endured? 


' Wineinfoztunes J foundethem ape lo fell 


Toꝛ to chis day my ſpirite hath ben conney 


Made vnto Bochas ok his tale an 


Without fauour and lutcoure, dilpu ueped. 
My bꝛother on me was euer ſo ctuell, 
Chat J fall oft deſiered to haue died: 


With ſoꝛow and wo deuoyde of all 
WherkozeJ pzaythe, O Bochas be 


| vne, 
Among tho folke that thou haue me in mynd, 
Which 5 foz (ozow, wepe, wayle, and playne: 
And thus Thieſtes rehearſyng all his paine, 
Like as he would him ſelfe in pieces rende, 


| The.xi-Chaptee, | 


CHow Atreus exculeth him ſelfe of murder, 
and ot his bzothers aduoutry done 
with Europa quene. 


A Treus came after with a full pale chere 
And of enuy full dead in his vyſage, 
Unto Bochas gan to appꝛoche nere, 

Like as he had be fallen in a rage, 

And furiouſly abꝛayde in his langage, 

How map this be that lite a man were wode 
Thieltes hath his venym ſow abꝛode e 


Ind like arybaude falſiy me accuſed: :. 
Notwithſtandyng that J full clearely ſe 
Mine inkoꝛtunes which map not be refuſed, 
So ſoze alas they wozke agaynſt me. 

Ind though Thieſtes falſe and vnttue be, 
And vnto tie Bochas witz a fate pale 
Igaynſt me hath koꝛged here a tale. 


Whiche in effect chalbe found bntrue, - 

If I haue time my complapnt to declare: 
Foz J purpoſe to tell a tale newe - 
Fropoynt to poynt, and foz no man ſpare,” 
How he was ground and rote ot all my are, 
And douer, like as it is befall, | 
Reherce the beginnyng of my ſozoweg all, 


Sometime whan J raigned in M. 
Df age luſty flouryng in my freſhenes, 
LOith my wife Europa that was quene, 
Moſt renomed that time of fayzenes, 

Thieſtes than as grounde of all falſenes, 


Thzoughhis kale fraude and ftattery, 


Compaſſedameane within my citye, - * 


of John Bochas. 


By lleighty wylesthat were incomparable, 
(Co coxrupt my wines chaſtitie, 

y bebde defoulyng a thing intollerable, 
Ind to the Gods very abhominable: = 
Uſyng the quene to his fleſhelp pleaſaunce, 
Cyll vato the tyme that in continuaunce 


She by him dad ſonnes two ot thee, 

Echone bzought fozth in falſe aduoutry: 
Dempug none other but they had be 
e regs ar 
— 
This Thieſtes,after Eur 1 


Lay with his daughter called Pelopeia. 


And by pꝛoceſſe foxthe achylde che bzought 
Called Egiſtus whiche whan he came io age 
Is (aith Bochas much treaſon wzought: 
Foz by his inalice and his great outrage, 
Deſtroyed was all whole the lynage 

Of Tantalus, whiche by his liuyng 

In Frygia raygned as lozde and kyng. 


But this Egiſtus of whom J ſpake tofozne 
Falſely begotten (mine auctour ſayth $ ſame) 
Okt Pelopeia,anoneas he was bozne, 
To ypde the launder,and alſo the fame, 
Of Thieſtes,and alſo to ſaue his name, 
Whan he was but a day of age, 
He was out call to beaſtes ſauage 


Co be denoured: the ſtoʒy is well couthe. 
I meiche gote God lyſt fozhim pꝛouide, 
Co foſter yim in his tender pouthe. 
5 and day liynge by her (yde, 

thin the fozeſt thus he did abyde: 
Unto the tyme he gan growe in age, 
Chan to the court he holdeth his paſſage, 


WherfozecD Bochas)of hart J pzay the, 

Whiche of thele ſtozies is molt terrible 

Ok Edippus, Jocaſta,oz of mee 

(Tel on anone it it be poſſible, 

Whiche of theſe ſoꝛowes is molt peniblee 

Ok the Thedbane bzethzen ful of wo and tene, 
Oꝛ ot vs twapne bzethzen ol Miſſenee 


J am aknowe as foz my party, 

Ok vengeaunee J did a cruell dede: 

I hischildzen ofmalyce anderuy; 

And roſted them whan they were deade, 

That bebegat? ,a rote of all this grrt 
as rote - 

Upon Europa which that was my wile, 


He firſt by treſpace of foznication, 


—_— x 


Leaf.x-t. 


Such hatefullthinges ech man Gould lothe, 


YOhich appartepneth to murder and treſon: 
Thus map J ſaye we be vnhappy both, 


Done by the quene wythin mp region: 
And I flaundzed on that other ſyde, | 
Ofhaly vengeaunce to be an homicyde. 


My bedde he defouled by his aduovntry, 
To God and man a thing moſt deteſtable:; 
And J of malice and falſemelancholy, 
Slough his chuder, a ſerned the at the table. 
ente ng if it becommendable, 
Ecye was deſyzous thzoughe our vnhappye 
Upon other to do vengeaunce, (chaunce 


Our great hatred moſt odious found of all, 


Our cruell dedes wzought on epther iyde, 
Senecke reherceth them in eſpeciall 

In his tragedies, and there he dothe deuide 
Our complayntes,our malice, and our pꝛyde 
Our katall ende in ſoꝛow and milchefe fyned, 
Whan Attropos our liues tyzede vatwyned, 


Whan John Bochas fully had eſpied 
Ol thelſc two bzethzen the accuſations, 


And how they had maliciouſly replyed, 


Eche agapnlt other in their diſcentions, 
He began duly to heare their mocions: 

Put vp his pen, # wzote not moze a word, 
Ok their furp, ne of their kalle dilcoꝛde. 


CLenuop, 
(Ol 


Dis tragedy cheweth a e, 

I maner of ymage and allo likenes; 
How contrary it is vnto nature, 
Bloude vnto bloud to ew vnkyndnes: 
This wofull ſtoꝛy tan well beare witnes, 
Al (uch debates ben as ye hall fynde, - 
Datefull to God and contrary vnto kynde, 


Foz there ig-no moze dzeadfull aduenture 
Thaninkpured to fynde frowardnes, 
Neither no domage moꝛe perilous tendure, 
Chan in fredGyp whan there is ſtraũgenes: 


A maner party by example I dare expꝛeſſe. 


Co ſe the tree debate agaynſt the rynde, _ 
Co God right hateful, and contrary to dynd. 


———ů —ͤ— — 

Loueth bis leblable of hynde tight I gelle: 
And whi in one. truth doth tway harts aſſure 
Undeparted of very perfitenes, 


* 


; 


— 


Jt there a bytious frowarde curſednes! 
Their loue to vnknptte, to loſe, oꝛ vnbinde, 
Hatefull to God, and contrary vnto kynde, 


Pꝛinces, pꝛynceſleg, do pour buſp cure, 
Fro pau to auopd, dite, fraude, doublenes: 


Remember vou vpon the vnhappy cure 


Ol thele two bꝛethẽ, and their wzetchednes, 
And ol their bothe malicious wilfulnes, 

Ind of their ſtrife, haue this well in mynde: 
To God right hatefull, and contrary to kind, 


Ice. xil. Chapter. 


Ok duke CThelius and Ariadne that ſaued 
his life in a caue, and how he like a foꝛiwoꝛne 
man fozſoke her. and welded fayze 
Phedza, which after ewe 
5 her lelle | 


* 


Aer whan it was in his floures, _ 


Was called nouriſh of philoſophers wile 


Pꝛinceſſe of poetes and expert ozatours, 
Suͤme of all ſciences as clarkes tan deuiſe, 
Whence all cunnyng moſt clearely did aryſe: 
Named of Grece the lanterne and the light. 

Which thzough al erth ched his bemes bzight 


' With noble titles which ben out ol number 
In euery coaſt his renome did <yne: 
The fame therof was clipſed w none bmber, 
All other ſcholes it did fo enlumine, 
Foꝛ in that citye plainely to determine, 
Of the, vii.artes, as fro one head did (pzing 
As out ot tiuers, ſtreameg of all cunnyng; 


Theſe ſcicnces were called liberall, © 
Onely of fredome, fraunchiſe,and libertie, 
Foz of a ſtocke that were p2oued thzall, 
There Gould no bzaunch ſtudy in that citpe: 
But the ilke bloude that were founde free, 
Bothe by diſcent,and liniall high nobleſſe, 
There to ſcholep ould haue entreſſe, 


This citye was ſacred to Mynerue, 

Foꝛ their wildome and their ſapience: 

Ol Mercurp the feaſtes they oblerue, 

Foz rethozike and fo eloquente. 

And mighty Mars gaue them inffuence 
With glad aſpectes,their party toamende, 
Nobles of knighthode, their cleargy to deffd 


The firſt boke 


He made them free their truage to lete, 


This toune was nobled bi title ot other thin ⸗ Into the likeneg ofanheauenly cloude. 
es This 


And moſt glozious rekened in that age, 
By ſucceſſion of dukes and of kynges, 
Among which, dune Theſiug by lynage 
Sonne of Egiſtus, fuli freche iu bis courage, 
Excellyng all of pꝛudence and manhede 

That euer did the crowue there poſſede. 


Foz to that citye thꝛough his nobleſſe. 

In tzeir detente, ſuch truũ, luch affiaunce, 
He gaue to them by his expert pꝛowes. 
Ok his ttiumphes lo great aboundaunte: 
And ſpecially their renome to auauncte, 


Iyeal Mynos the mightp krag of Crete. 
Foz by his fozcecthe ſtoꝛy is well toute) 
Them fo franchile and ali that region, 
The M pnotaur he ſlough in tender youth, 
And after warde he or denocion _. 
To acquite him ſelfe like a champion, 
Therof made ſolemne lacrifice, 

To Jupiter in moſt humble wile, 


And ofa Theatrecalled Maraton, 
Duke Theſeus had the victozye, 

After he went to Colchos with Jaſon, 
Chiete of counſayle,as made is memoꝛp. 
Ind by pzoceſſe to augment his giozy, - 
With Hercules his bzother to conuep, 
Agaynſt Imaſones he went to warrey, 


Conquered them. his manhode was wel ſene, 
Dis fozce,his nobleſſe, in that moztall ſtryfe: 
And atter that I poltta the quene 1 
This Theleus tobe vnto his wife. 

Ind foz his bzother he icoparded his lyfe, 
Duke Perithous,whan he did vndertaks 
The Centaures to outray foz his lake, 


(This Centaures poetes ſpecifye, 


And Seruius maketh mencion, 


ow they were ſumtyme engendꝛed on a ſky 
han firſt their father called Jrion 
Wag enamozed full many a day agone, 
Upon Juno, becauſe The was ſo fayze, 
Gouernefſe,andgoddeſle of the ayze, 


(This Jrion was her ſecretary, + © 
And foz her fapzenes and exteilent beauty, 
Loued her hote:albeit he was contrary - 
Co his deſire, Bochas read and ye may ſe; 
Him to delude,he wꝛiteti how that e 
Der ſelfe cranſfozmed,as ſhe Þ might # could, 


is Ixion playnly fuppoſyng 
Tt — yer lelke:and euen thus he wzought 
The cloude embzacyng Wout moze tatiynge, 
Of his foly the goddeſle there he (ought. 
And w their medlyng fozth they bzought 
Che Centaures,thele beaſtes maruelous, 
Whiche ol nature ben founde monſtruous. 


Halle ma, halle hozſe,departed thus in twain 
Ind wonderfull by their diſcription, 

Of faile malyce did them lelfe ozdayne, 
OnPlirithoustomake enuaſion: 

Ind hun to put out of poſſeſſion 

Ok his wife called Ipodamen, 

Aud her to rauiſhe maugry all his men. 


There were of the an hundzed in number, 
Swift as the winde in their courſe runnyng 
Wyiche ok malyce caſt them to encumber, 
Duke Pirithous the day of his weddyng: 
Ind to rauych his vwyke at their 9. 
It foꝛ his party there were no defence 
Agapnſt their power to make reliſtence. 


But Theſeus lyſt not to delap, 
Pirithous his bzother to defendes _ 
Firſt the Centaures knyghtly he did outray, 
So moꝛtallp, they durſt not him offende, - 
Itter the tonqueſt to hell they did deſcende, | 
Duke Pirithoe:and wozthy Theſeus, 
Maugry the daunger of cruell Cerberus, 


There they rauiched in their moztall tene 


Thzough their knyghthode,ifyelit to lere, 


Deſpite of Pluto, Bꝛolerpina the quene 
Whiche of Jupiter was the daughter dere. 
Ind Pirithous founde firſt the manere 

Of wilkull fozce thzough his high renoun, 
Realmes to conquere , and hold in poſſeſſion, 


of John Bochas 


Maugry of Plato foʒ to go at large, 
They were in armes bꝛethꝛen bothe twayne, 


L oued as bꝛethzen bothe in warre and pecs, 


That neither coulde vnto other frapne: 
Their life to ieopard, and put the ſelf in pꝛees 
And both as bzethzen were called Hercules, 
To ſignily( Moetes can well tell) 

This name in conqueſt all other doth excell, 


By olde tyme they that were pereles 
Foz their nobles in diuers regions, 


All they foz manhode were named Yercules, ' 


Such as were noyſed foz famous champions 


* Tygres tfodaunt,cke boares, and lpons: 


And renoumed among them euerychone, 
Bochas affirmeth that Thyeleus was one, 


Firſtcas I ſayd) by his knyghtly trauayle 
Whan Athens ſtode in deuiſton, 

Among them lelues by warre and battayle, 
By his wiſdome and his diſcrecion, . 
To ſet accozd within that noble towne | 
Them that were exiled # ſtode in no certeyne 
He of his knyghthode made the reſozt apen. 


egane the lawes wherby thei old the gye 
ble ſtatutes founded of reaſon: | 


Det amonge them ſo pzudent policy 


20 their4tupng,that no diſcention 


houlde aryſe by none occaſion, 


Among them ſelues in hye oz lowe eſtate, 
Dꝛouidyng euer that there were no debate. 


Thus began the tity enereale and multiplye, 
To ware famous of wildome and richeſſe: 
There ſpꝛong the well fyꝛſt of Philoſophy, * 


There firſt of anyghthode role the hye nobles 
By Theſeus, Bochas beareth wytnes, 
Thus t es two like as it is founde, 


But by waityng ſothly of Ouyde | Cleargy and la we did there firſt abounde; 
He playnly tellerh how duke Theleus = O66 50} 0 07 
Ateſted was in hell, and muſt abyde, | FToꝛ to ſet theeltyein quiete 18 
By the fozce ofcruell Cerberus. He made peace thzough all that region: 
Ind Pluto was to hym contrarious, And of knyghthode he manly did mete 

Tyll Pirirhous to fynde a relees, The cruel! tyzant that called was Creon, 
The caſe declared vnto Yereules, Maugre him made reſtitucton 

h | Of loꝛdes bones that were at Thebes flayn, 
Whiche of his knighthode a remedy foundez .- To the ladyes,wherof they were full fayne,. 
To helpe his frende did his bulp paine, Böer 

Fir ſt dy his paowes Cerberus he bounde Chus though Grece his renome ſpꝛadde, 
Tt hell gates wytha trebie chavne. His knyghtly fame began tomultiply: 

Ind of his manhodehe did ſoozdayne, And long in ioye thus his liſt᷑ he ladde, 
Duke Theſeus from daunger to diſcharge, 


ef 


Doble that Fogtune 8 him magnify, = 
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The kyꝛſt boke 


But ape her iope is meynt with lome enup, 
Foz (he froward liſt no moze loiourne 
With Theleus, bur beganyer to tate tourne 


Away fro him: were peruerce and froward, 
Ok his gloꝛp, vngoodip gan to doubul, 
Downe fro her whele,Che made go backward 
Ok his good name che gan the ferhers pull, 
Whan his nobleſſe was higheſt at full, 

I meane the full ok his felicitpe, 
There kolowed an ebbe of great aduerſitie. 


Ind mozeouer her frowardly to aquite, 

His vnhaps rehearſyng one by one, 

One the fir, as Bochas lift to endite, 
YOas when he lay in Crete among his fone: 
Ind out of pzyſon ſhould into Grece gone, 
Repay2yng homeward a him ſeife wdzawe, 
Tye Mpnotaur whan he had yſlawe. 


The firſt empꝛyſe that he vndertoke, 

Was whan he eſcaped the impoztable payne, 
Dk Mpnotaurs, like as ſapth my boke: 

had the kings daughters twapne 


That he ot malice falſely lift diſdapne: 


Apenſt Yzyadne which did him ſaue 


From the death, whan he lap in the caue, 


Should haue ben ſlaine had not his ſocour be 
In his repayze he toke therot᷑ no hede: 

He left her alone in great aduerſitye, 

Within an ple, in milchefe, ſoꝛodoe and dzede. 
And fayze Phedza with him he did lede, 
Wedded her like a foz{wozne man, | 
Thus w vntruth his miſchefe fir l began. 


How Phedꝛa quit her, 5 ſtoꝛy is well hnow: 


In his abſence, Bochas waiteth thas, 


* Whan that he within a little thꝛowe 


Loued agaynſt kynde,her ſonne Jpolitus, 
But he to yer was contrarious, 
Woulde not aſſent to (o foule adede, 


Foz chame he fted,# percel alſo foz dʒede. 


Of which thing whan Thellus toke hede, 
Thought it was vegeaunce foz his olfcce old: 
Foz he not quit hun like as he as beholde, 


To àtiadne whiche ould haue be his wyke, 


By whole luctout he lcaped with his lyle. 


This infoztune and this vnhappy chaunce 
Was to his nobles full contrarious, 
(The death alſo was to hun a vengeaunce, 
Ok his ſonne called J politus: 
Foz ſoꝛow of whom this duke Theſeus 
With ſalt teares ſoze began to plapne, 


And helde the exequies of the une twapne. 


IJ trowe alſo it did him ſoze greue, | 
Duke Pirotheus whan he lawe deade, 
Slayne with a beaſt,and myght not releue, 
Ok kig Oꝛchus hoũd which had a treble head 
Poole teeth hozrible of his blouo were redde: 
Wh:cheinfoztune when he gan behoide, 
Unto the death he felt his hart colde, 


And foz to reken the great wzetchednes, 
The vnhappy chaunces Þ feli him in his lyfe, 
Among all his other great diſtreſles, 

Was none ſo moztall and ſo full of ſtrife, 
As was whyan he gaue ctedente to his wyke, 


 Phedza called, whiche ot intencton 


Compa ſſed vntruely an accuſation 


Upon Ipolptus, ot hatred and enup, 
Becauſe he woulde not do lo great offence, 
As foz to aſſent toherlecyerp: : 

Ther loꝛe of death he felt the vpolence. 

Ind foz his father to ſane gaue credence, 
Bochas fozbade huſbandes all their lyueg, 
Without pzefe,not leue to lone their wpues, . 


Neither be to haſty tales foz toleue 
Ol flaterers, in chamber ne at the table: 


Foꝛgers of lelyngs my auctozdoth wel pzene 
To abide wiozdes that they be not able, 


© Hereonhe maketh a chapitle notable, 


To his father ehim did acenſe, 

As pe tokoꝛne haue the ſNtozy ſene: 

And foꝛ he did her company refuſe, - © 
Ye went away and came neuer agapne. 
Foz ye haue heard hom that he was flayne, 
Within a chaze thꝛough his vnhappy chaũte: 
And how Phedza thzough vengeaunce, 


Slough her — all womanhede, : 
Here in this boke toloze as J pou tolde. 


* — 


And o his wzytyng this was the cauſe why, 


That pꝛynces ould examyne eche party. 


Of wildome alſo, and of dilerecion, 
Without a pꝛefe not beparciall, |; 
Foz to a pꝛyntos it is confuſion 

If berwene parties he be not found ehall: : 


Cauſed many one foꝛ to haue a fail. 


God luffrethſuchnot longe to contune 
Withdzawo their grace,# hindzeth their _ 


N 


Theſeus foz his haſtines -- | 
_—— grate, dilcreaſed day by day, 
Che fame appalled ok his wozthines, 

And frowarde foztune alſo in a wapte lay 
Foz his defautes, to hinder him if che may, 
Caſt che woulde his nobles diſauaunce: 


- 


And than his kyngdome by dilobepſaunce. 
From him wdꝛawe honour and reuerence, 
Full frowardiye thzough all his region 
They of Athens by cruell byolence, 
\ Fyll agapuſt him in rebellion; | 
(That he was fayne to flpe out brook towne, 


[Thus hath foztune darked the bzyghtnes 
Ok all his nobles, and caſt hym in diſtreſſe. 


Thus was the ende by great contrariouſtie, 
Of Theſeus,after hys dayes glade, 

han the kreche toure of olde felicitie 
Foztune aduerſe made them foz to fade. 
Eche thyng muſt bowe whan it is oucrlade, 
Wozthyp & honour whan they bꝛighteſt ine 
w vnware chaunges than rathel do deciyne, 


I Lenuop, 


-T He vnſure gladnes, the toye tranſitozy, 
The vnſtable ſurenes, the tranſmutatiss, 
(Theclowdy bꝛightnes, the falſe eclipſed glozy 
Ok earthly pꝛynces, whiche haue poſſeſſions, 
Monarchies and dotninacions, 

Their ſodapne chaunge declareth to vs all 
Their ſwete ſuger is meynt with bitter gall, 


his blynde goddeſle in her conliſtozp, 
With her pleaſaunce medleth diſcentions: 
Akter triumphes, conqueſt, and victozy, 
Reuethy from kynges their ſcepterg a crowns 
Troubleth the people with falſe rebellions, 
De theſe dukes which from the whele be fall 
Al wozldly (uger is meynt with bytter gall, 


This tragedy maketh memozy - 

Dk dukes twapne,and of their hye renounes, 
And of their lone waite a great hiſtozy, 

Ind how they conquered diuers regions: 
Gouerned cities,countrepes,#alſo towneg, 
Tyll fozrune their pzowes did appall, 

To ſhew their luger was meint w bitter gal, 


Pꝛyntes, pꝛynceſſes, ſe how deceptozy, 
Ben all theſe wozldly reaolutions: - 
Ind how foꝛtune in her reclinatozy, 
With her treacle tempzeth faiſe popſong, 
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So martueilous ben her confections, 
Ok krowardnes che wyll what ſo befall, 
Euer with her luger of cuſtome temper gall; 


( ce. xiii. Chapter. 4 
CHere Bochas wꝛiteth agaynſte them that 


. Foz bnaduiled all haſte tr” 


= 


geueth haſtye credence to lyers 
And llatterers. 


A this chapter Bochas in ſentence, 
Repzeueth # blameth not onely pꝛinces, 
TS But all them that lyghtly geuet h credece 
Toeuery tale and fable whiche is 

Repozted vnto them foz (othfaſtneſſe; 

And liſt nothing do as it were due, 

To pꝛoue the truth were it falſe oz true. 


Ill though ſo be in euerp maner age 

Foltzes ben diuers of condicions, 

To turne, plye, and chaunge in their courage 

To outher party with ſodayne mocions, (1 
And foz to bowe by tranſmutations [1 
With euery wynde as the vnſtable leaues, | 
Which hang on trees, in fozeſtes & in greueg. 


But ot al chaũges 5ᷣ chaunge is moſt to dꝛede 

And moſt feartull is that variaunce, _ þ 
Whi that pꝛintes whych may the people lede; | 
Ben founde vnſtable in their gouernaunce; *l 
Foz their nobles and their hye puiſſaunce IS 
Aſſureth them by a maner of fozme, | 

What euer the liſt to accomplyche a perfozine 


To tõmen p2ofite thep moſt may aueple, 

Whan they ben ruled by wiſdome and reaſon 
Ind to the people they may moſt dilaueple, 
Whan they lacke wytte and diſcrecion..: 

Thus betwene twayne in euerp region BOD 
The people dꝛaweth, who that can diſcerne, - 
To good oz badde as pzynces them gouerne, 


They may not be tohaſty,ne to ſodayne, 
But do all thyng by good aduiſement: 
Kepe thẽ fro tonges p parted be in twayne, 
Not be to haſty to gene no tudgement: 
Ind of folkes whan they ben abſent, 


Lieue no tales,neither gene no credence, 


Tyll that the party map come fo euidence. | 


Sumtime hath happed that owe credence 
Hath in ſome be founde full noyons, 

But haſty credence J dare ſay in ſentence, 
A thouſande folde is moze perillous: 


For 


4 


Foꝛ haſte full oft fo lacke of reaſon, 
Ot muche people hath ben deſtruction, 


There is no domage that men can purpoſe 


Moxe to be dꝛadde noz moze lamentable 


Than a pꝛynce his eares to vnclole 


To euery tale and euery fable: 
It is a token their hartes be not ſtable, 
Whan they to flatterers their eares do apply 


- Namely to luche that can well fozge # lye. 


Folke ben diuers,ſome falſe, ſome true, 


In diuers ſtudies done their buſtnes; 


Some can ſtudy,and finde out tales newe, 
And ſome fo2 lucre can maintayne falſenes, 
And holde vp quarels ayenſt ryghtwiſenes, 


Pꝛetendyng truth vnder a falſe entent, 
To hinder folkes whiche ben innocent. 


Men to luppoſe it were a great folye 

That folkes ſhoulde in their opinion 
Speake o2 pꝛonounce all on one pattp, 
On holde one way in their intenciqn: 

Foꝛ lemblably as there is a diuiſion 
Ok courages, oł hye oꝛ lowe degre, a 
So is there trulp a great diuerlitie 


In rehearſall,o2 repoꝛt of a thing. | 
Foꝛ to his party eche man is fauourable, 4 
Some man can ſay well in al his rehearſyng 
Some man is double, and ſome diſceauable: 
Some men lap true, and ſome be variable, 
Wherfoze a pꝛynte of ryght as it doth ſeme, 


Should well examen befoze that he deme, 


Foz there is none moꝛe dꝛeadkull peſtilence, 
Than a tonge that can flatter and fage: 
Foz wyth his curſed crabbed vyzulence, 

He enfecteth folke of euerß age. \ 


- Wo to tonges froward of their langage, 
And wo to tonges, falſe, furious, and wode, 


Which of no perſon neuer can (ay good, 


Bothas rehearleth, it is right well ſittyng 
That enery man other do commende, 

Ind lap the beſt alway in repoztyng? 

Foz in well (aiyng no man may offende, 
Wyere men ſay well god will his grace ſend, 
After as men be, mẽ muſt their pzaiſe vpꝛaile 
Like their merites alowe them oz diſpzayſe, 


But where a thing is vtterly bnknowe, 


Let no man there be haſty of ſentence: 
Fo: ryghttull iudges ſittyng on a rowe 


w 


The firſt bone 
| Oftheir wiſdome andofthele hye prudence, 


Mill oftroath haue firſt ſomeeu 
CJ meane ſuch as gouerned be by grace) 
Oz an dome kozthe of their lippes pace. 
A pꝛynte ould aſſemble thinges twayne 
Within him ſelfe, full pꝛudentibr : 
Shut vp the domes betwene lockes twapne, 
O ne of the ſoule:to reaſon foz that party 
Pꝛudence choſen, and right foꝛ the body, 
And betwene them bothe oꝛ he geue lentence, 
Torounſaple call truth and good conſcience. 


Firſt to conſider wyth euery circumſtaunce, 
Ind diligently do theron his laboure, 

Ok dilctecion to take the balaunce: 

And firſt wey out who is the accuſour, 
And whether that he foz falſeneg oz fauonre, 
In his pꝛoceſſe liſt to pzocede, 
Hereol a pꝛynte muſt of ryght take hede. 


e muſt alſo conſider by and by 
What he is, that to him is accuſed, - 
And whether the atculour, be frend oꝛ enemy 
Oꝛ whether he ſhalbe accept oz refuſed, 
In his actes this muſt afoze be muſed. 
And whether he be by repozt of his name, 
Aman well nopſed, oꝛ ſlaundzed by diffame, 


If Theſius thus had ben auyſed, 

Ind conſidered of reaſon the manere: 
He had not ſo haſtelydeuiſed 

His ſonnes death, like as pe hall leare, 
Foz if there had aſſembled be in fere, 

In his perſon, pzudence and reaſon, 
He qhoulde haue ſene in his deſcrecion. 


By knowlegyng of long experience, 

Okhis wyke the great bnſtedfaſtnes: 

Which thzough her falſe compaſſed eloquence 
Was ready euer to bzyng folke to diſtreſſe. 
And in his wzityng Bochas beareth witnes, 
Of their nature women can flatter and fage, 
And be lumtyme to copious of their langage, 


Allo of wiſdome, duke Theſins 
Should haue conſidzedafozein his entent, 
How that his ſonne called Ipolytus, 
Okall vnclennes was founde euer innocent: 
Ind how that he by cuſtome made his went 
Into foꝛeſtes durynge his ponge age, | 
To hunt at beaſtes, which that were lauage. 


Rennyng on kote, as ve chall dme, 
| wy 5 
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On billes and valeys, 0 eſchue idlenes 
Mother of vices,with his bow in hand, 
Diana to ſerueof huntyng chefe goddeſſe: 
Sumtime to hauke he did his bulines, 
Allo vnto fiſhyng greatly he was appiyed, 
So that his youth was neuer vnoccupied. 


Thus he liued in woodes ſolitary, 
Ind of Uenus dilpiled the ſeruice: 
Among women he would neuer tary, 
Their felowſhyp he did alway deſpiſe, 
oz he demed by ſentence of the wilt, 
o toucheth pptche by a lape men map (e, 
It fayleth not he (hall defoyled be. 


Jpolitus ſawe wel this thing befoze, 
Kept hun at large from ſuch contagioſitie 
His grene youth he would not haue it loze, 
To be defouled foz lacke of chaſtitie. | 
Fo2 he liued euer in virginitie, 

And neuer did Bochas will not vary) 
Nothing that was bnto God contrary» 


Thus ofentent he kept his bodyclene, 
Duryng his life both in thought and dede: 
Whoſe —— was I polita, the quene 
Of Amalones, in Ouide ye may rede. 
But wo alas that Theſeus toke hede, 
Fo: a tale of Nhed ga full of gyle, . 
Without gilte his lonne lo to exple. 


Ifter whoſe death ſome Poetes layne, 
Howe that Dyana foz his chaſtitie, 
Keſtozed him vnto like agayne 

By Elculapius, and gaue him lybertye 
In her foꝛeſtes to hunt and to go fre: 
Foz whiche reſtoꝛyng(as waite Duidiug) 
As twyle a man men call hym Ulrbiug. 


But u here J not what he doth mene, 
Maketh in his boke an extlamation, 
Igaynſt women, that pity is to ſene: 

Sapth how their life,and their generation, 
Ben ok their nature double of condicion. 

And calleth them allo, diuers and vnſtable, 
Beaſtes reſemblyng,that beninlactable, 


Be meaneth of women bozne in Crete, 


Ind nothyng of them þ dwell in this coütrey. 


Foz women e they lete, 
And haue no e 

They loue no chaunges, ne no diiplicitie. 
Foz their huſbandes incauſes ſmall ozgreat 


Whatloeuer they lap,thep cannot chapter Ch 
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Bleſſed be god that them hath made lo meke, 
So humble and fearfull of their condicions: 


Foz though men would cauſe and matter leke 


Againſt their pacience,to finde occaſions, * 
(They haue retuſed all contradictions, 

Ind the ſubmitted thzough their gouernaũce, 
Onely to mekenes and womanly (uffraunce, 


I \peake not of one, I ſpeke ofeuerychone 
That ben profelled vnto lowlines, © (none 
Theimai haue mouthes, but lãgage haue thei 
All true hulbandes can beare hereof witneſle, 
Foz wedded men, J dare full well expzeſſe, 


That haue aſſaped, and had experience, 
_ Belt can recozde,of wiſely pacience, 


Foz as it longeth to men to be ſturdy, 
And ſumwhat frowarde as of their nature: 
Right lo can women ſuffer paciently, - 


And all wzonges womanly endure. 


Men Qoulde attempt no maner creature, 
And namely women, their mekenes to pꝛeue, 


Wyich may wel luffer, if no man them greue, 


Euercy thing reloꝛteth to his kynde, 

(As Bochas wziteth)ſumtyme of the pere: 
And who ſer by pꝛoteſſe he hall fynde, 
That truth # vertue may ueuer fade of chere: 


Foz rightwiſenes will al way chyne clere. 


Truth and falſnes in what they hane to done, 
They map no while aſſemblet in one perſone. 


\ 


Feare and attery they ben contrary, 


They may together hold no long loiour: 


5 Neither ſimpleſſe whiche that cannot varp⸗ 


Map neuer accozde with a baratour. 
Neyther innocence with a lelyngour, 
either chaſtite can not her ſelfe apply, 
Her to contoʒme vnto no rybaudzy, 


. Echs 6 thinghath apzoper diſpoſition, 'E | | 0D 


By the oꝛdinaunee let in their courage: 0 
And ech man foloweth his condicion, 
As ok the ſtocke the frute hath the tarrage. 


Dilgeymes may go full farre in their naſſage 


But J date lap hom farre that euer they go, 
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f 
Ind men ok armes day and nyght awaytyng 


That no man map enter but he haue lycence. 
The froward pozters ſtandyng at the gate, 
ut men abacke by ſturdy vyolence: 
t were full harde agaynſt them to debate. 


Their watches kept early and alſo late. 


Them to aſſure on nyghtes whan they ſlepe, 
The chaberlains their 00zes ſtcaightip kepe, 


Men aſſigned their meates to aſſay, | 
To taſte their wynes leũ there were treaſon, 
Such moztall dzede theſe loꝛdes do affray, 
So is their ſurenes meynt with ſuſpection: 
Vho feadeth him glaoly that feareth poyſon: 
But poꝛe folke franchiſed from ſuch dꝛeade. 


Suchy as god doth lende, w myzthe they fede. 


But Poetes that w2ite tragedies, 

Their complapnyng is all of hye eſtates: 
Rehearſyng euer their piteous ieopardpes, 
Their lodapne chaũges, ⁊ their wokull fates, 
Tyeir deuiſyons, and their moꝛtall debates. 
Ind euet cõclude, their dities who lo cantede, 
High eſtates ſtande aye moſt in dꝛede. 


Ground and rote of all this moztall trouble, 
As Bochas wziteth and beareth witnes, 
Ben thele lyers with their tonges double, 
Them ſelfe ape foꝛſyng truth to oppꝛeſſe: 
With whom flattery is a chiefe maiſtreſſe, 
Ind woꝛſt of all, to their dꝛeadfull ſentence, 
Is whan pꝛynces be haſty of credence. - 


Haſty credence'is roote of all erroure, 


A froward ſtepmother of all good counſayle: 


- Ground of great hindzing, a dꝛedefull diſceys - 


Fapꝛe of face with a perillous taple. (uour, 


Gladly concluding w ful great diſauayle. 


Next neighbour vnto repentaunce, | 
To all that truſt ⁊ haue in her ple alaunce. 


¶ Lenuop. 


P Ryntes, pꝛiteſſes cõlider how in enery age 


Folkes ben diuers ok their condition: 


To ply ⁊ turne and chaunge in their courage, 


Pet is there none to mine opinion, 


So d2eadfall channge ne trantmutation, 


A's chaunge of pꝛyntes, to gene iugement, 


Oꝛ hadi credence without auilement. 
It is well formde a pallyng great domage, 


nao wen and expert in euery region, 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Though a tale haue a fapze byſage, 
It may enclude full great deception, 


Yide vnder luger galle aud fell poyſon, 


With a trehe face of double entendement: 
Pet geue no credence without auileinent, 


Let\folkes beware of their langage, 

Kepe their tonges from oblocutton: 

To hynder oz hurte by no maner outrage, 
Pzeſerue their lyppes from all detraction, 
Fcom champarty, and contradiction, 

Leſt that fraude were found in their entent, 
Ne geue no credence without auilement. 


pron pꝛince ſſes of noble and high parage, 
ohiche haue loꝛdchyp and do nination, 
Uoyde them aſyde that can flatter and fage: 
Fro tonges that haue a terrage of treaſon, 


- Stoppe pour eares, from their bitter ſoun, 


Be circumlpect,not haſtye but pzudent, 
And geue no credence without auilement. 


¶ The.riiii. Chapter. 


( Ot quene Althea, and how Hercules by 
women my bought to con- 
unon, 


hi Bochas had chewed his ſẽtente 


5 Ind declared his opinion 
2 


Againſt thẽ 5 wer haſty of credẽte, 
he begã anone to make a digreiſion 


Fro that mattet:and of entencion 


Mo ſerche out mo his purpole to tcontune, 
That were downe caſt # hyndzed by foztune, 


Ind as him thought he (awe a company 
Otmany wozthy whiche did appeare: 
Ind among all firſt he did eſpye, 

Nuene Flthea,as ſhe gan nygh him nere, 


All bewept her face, and alſo her chere, 


With ſalt teares that pitye was toſene, 
Vhiche ſometune was of Calcidony quene, 


She was the daughter of kynge Theſtius, 
Wedded to Dene of Calſidony kynge, 

Of cheare and face appearing full piteous, 
Her heere to toꝛne, and frowardly liyng: 
And in token alſo ofcomplaynynge, - 
Fs waiteth Bochas,wherofhe toke hede, 
Blacke was her habite, t tozne was her wed? 


I forme che had Melliager he bygtt, 
In earth was there none kapꝛet to le: Dich 


of John Bochas. 


Kyght wel fauoured in euery mans ſyght, 
And as Jfynde,at his natiuite 
P'ꝛelent were the fatal ſuſters the, | 
ith their rockes,and began to ſpyn faſt, 
Ind toke a bzopd,andain the fyze it caſt: 


And in that hour this was their langage: 
Couchynge thys chylde we full accozded be, 
And haue diſpoſed alſo, the terme of his age 
The (pace concluded ot his deſtyne, 
As long tyme who lo lyſt to ſe, 2 
Tv yll thys bꝛond among the coles reed, 

Be ful conſumed into aſhes dead, 


But whan Althea eſpied their entent, 
And conceyued the fyne of their lentence: 
She roſe vp, and the bꝛond che hent 

Out of the kyꝛe wpth ful great diligente. 
Quenched anone the fyzes violence, 

The dome of Parche ſhe gan thus diſobey, 
The bzond releruinge vnder locke x key. 


Couchyng the father of this Melliager, 
Oeneus, of hym thus J rede, 

Howe that he lought nighe and ferre 
Goddes # goddeſſes, whoſo lyſt take hede, 
Ju hope onely foꝛ to haue great mede. 

Foꝛ to them al, poetes thus deupſe, 

Sane to Diana he dyd ſacrifyce. 


Wherof che caught an indignacion: 

Caſt che woulde on hym auenged be. 

Sent a Booze in tohis region, 

Full ſauage and full of cruelte, 

- Which deuoured the krute of many a tree, 
And diſtroyed his cones and his vynes, 
That luch ſcarſneſſe of vitayles c of wynes 


Was in his land vpon enery ſpde, 
That the people of neceſſite, 
Compelled were among to pꝛouyde 
Dome meane oz way to ſaue their countre: 
— — — they — Fs 

at Melliager luſtyofhis cozage, (age 
Shoulde chole w him folkes freſh a yonge of 


This dꝛedeful Booze mightely to enchate. 


Ind foꝛth they went echon deuoyde of d2ede, 
Dith round ſperes they gan him toma 
But Melliager made fy: his ſydes > 
Ind wyth a werde than lmote of his hede. 
Wyerof the tountre — and fayne, 
And in this wyle the tulb ye boꝛe was liaine. 


Some bokes tell ofthis huntyng, 


Chat a lady whych was boꝛne in Arge, 


Called Fthalanta doughter to the kyng, 
To llee this Booze toke on her the charge. 


And wyth an arowe made his wo'ides large, 


Alſo in Ouide ,lyke as it is founde, 
Becauſe that che gaue the fyzſt wounde, 


Melliager anone foz a memozye., 0 
As he that was her owne choſen knight, 


Gaue her the heed in token of this victoꝛy. 


But his two vncles ayenſt al (kyl and ryghte, 
Raft her the head of very fozce and myght: 
Hauyng dilpitethat che in her auyſe, 

Ok this victozy houlde beate away the pꝛice. 


With which iniury Melliager was wzoth, 
Agayiiſt them p2zoudly gan diſdayne: 

Pulled out a ſwerde a vpon thẽ goeth, 

Ind thꝛoughe hys manhode lle we his vncles 
And after Þ dyd his buſy papne (twaine: 
To take the heed, and wyth humble entent 
To Ithalanta agapne to be pꝛelent. 


One of his vucles was called Flexippug 

A manly knyght but yonge of age, 
(That other bzother named Theleus,' 

But whan their ſuſter herde of that outrage, 
Yowe they were ſlayne, che gan in her vilage 
Were deed and pale, alas, foꝛ her bloud: 
IDhan che eſpyed thecauſe howe it ſtode. 


She had no matter god wote to be fapne, 
Quene Althea to ſtand aud beholde, - 

Der bꝛetherne twayne of her (cu ſlapne 

At the huntyng,of whych tofoze J tolde. 
Fy2:ſt thynges twayne ſhe gan pcilk+# vnfold, 
Ofher bzetherne the loue and nigh kynred, 
And of her ſonne the haſty cruel dede, © 


And remembꝛing che caſteth in balaunce 
Ok hertely wo that te dyd endure, 
Thought it che dyd vpõ their deth vengeaũce 
To ee her ſon it were apenſt nature: 
Thus in a warre longe tyme ſhe dyd 


Her deedly ſoꝛowe peyſyng euery dell, 


Wheder che chalde tender oz ctu eln. 


Thus tender J meane, her ſon foz to pate, 
On puniche the dethe of her bzether twapne. 


Thus confoztleſſe al deſtitute and bare, 
In languiching che endured fozthe her payne: 
Ind remedy ran che none oꝛdayne, 4 
Sauer kaine che —— her ik ch ow 
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endure, - 


Ind ſodaynly che cattit inthe fp2ze, * 


Awaxte the ſentence whych may not vary, 
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e firſt boke 


But than tame koꝛth nature and ſayd nay, 


It was her ſonne, agaynſt all kyndly ryghte 
Ok whom che caſt auenged foꝛ to be: 

To women al an vgly ſtraunge ſygyte, 
That a mother deuoyde of all pitie, 


Shoulde llee her childe lo merciles parde. 


Nape not ſo, nature wyl not aſſent, 
Foz ił che dyd full ſoze ſhe Gould repent, 


But O, alas, al fatal purueyance 


« Kepeth his courle, as ſome clerkes ſayne: 


But the wꝛytyng of doctours in lubſtaunce, 
And theſe diuynes reply there agapne, 


And allirme the opinion is in vapne, 


Ol them that truſt in fate oz deſteny, * 
Foz God aboue hath the loueraintie. 


And of foꝛtune the power may reſtrapne, 
To ſaue and ſpyl lyke as folke deſerue: 
Iyenſt his wyl they may nothynge oꝛdapne, 
Ok neceſſite what courſe that they conſerue, 
But this matter al holy J reſerue 
Unto diuines, to determyne and conclude, 


VDyych nat partayneth vnto folkes rude. 


But Althea of Calcidony quene, 
Began loꝛe muſe and henge in balaunce: 
Yer bzetherne deed whan che dyd them ſcene, 


Than was che meued anon to do vengeatice 


Upon her ſon, by tul great Diſpleaſance, 
But as poetes lyſt foꝛ to compile, 


* Naturehermade wdzawe her hand, a while, 


Thus betwene y2e and affection, 

She helde her long of euery partie ſtable: 
Tyll that che caught in her opinion 

A ſoden rancoꝛ which made her be vengeable. 
Ind haſty wozth, which is not comendable, 


Tw 


Apenſt her ſon made her with her hande 


* 


Out ok her chelt to take the fatall bzande, 


And wered cruell agaynſt all womanhede, 
To execute her benomous deſyz ee. 
The fatall bꝛonde among the coles rede 
Conſumed was into aches dede, 
Ind fuxiouſly in her melancoly, 

The vengeaunce done, he thus gan to try. 
O ve Patte froward ſuſters thzee 
Which of I — „enten 
And of childzenat their natiuite 


. 
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Wherſo it be wylful oz contrary, 
Upon his domes alwayetakyng hede, 
How that ye hall diſpoſe the fatal thzede, 


Thou Cloto takeſt thy rocke on hand, 

Ind Lacheſis after doth begyn, 

By great auiſe, who ſo can vnderſtande, 

The thzede of length to dꝛawe and to ſpyn. 
But whan the ſpirite hal fro the bodye twin , 
Thon Atropos doeſt thy buſp payne, | 
Ful frowardly to parte the thꝛed in twapyne, 


J may wel playne in ſuch perdicion, 

Not foꝛ a day, but wo alas fo2euer: 

Pe haue vntwyned and made deuiſion, 

Ok my two bzetherne,# cauſed the diſceuer, 
That here on lyue J Gal ſe them neuer: 
And J ok haſte, alas why dyd J (oz 
Tauenge their deth haue ſlayn my ſon alſo, 


O ye doughters of Cerberus the fell, 


Whole vgly moder was the blacke nyght, 


Al pour kyndꝛed and linage lyue in hell, 

Ind foꝛ to auẽge the wong # great vnryght 
Which J haue accompliſhed in your ſyght, 

J wyl wyth you perpetually complapne, 
Like mydelert,tendureſo20w and payne. 


And whyle che gan w her ſelfe thus ſtryue 
Upon her ſozowes that were endleſſe: 

She made a ſwerde thzough her hert toriue, 
Ok her (ele ſhe was here rechele. 
And Bochas after among al the pꝛeſe, 
Sawe as hym thoughte wyth a full hidious 
Deedok biſage , Hercules appere. (chere, 


Whoſe father was Jupiter the greate, 
His mother doughter of Amphitrion, 
Called Alcumena ſumtyme boꝛne in Crete. 
And as poetes reherce one by one, 

So extellent was there neuer none 


To ſpeke ot conqueſt, ot victozy and fame, 


Here in thys woꝛld that had ſo great a name. 
D2edful of lone he was and ryght terible, 


Dis berde alſo blacke which hing lowe doun 
And al his heer as bziſtels were hozi 


Hys rode aiſo ful matuaplous of facion, 
Was af the ſkynne ok afterce lpon, 


Whych trom his backe of very fozce he rent: 


Within a fozelt alone whanhe wen 
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By appatente as Bochas felte wele. 
Demed ok realon a rygytful iuge, 

That Hercules had to his refuge, 
Wyledome w e toencreaſe his fame, 


Is beaſtes wylde koz to make them tame. 


Ind bnto Bochas he gan loude crye: 

Take right good hede foz it is no fable, 

J foꝛʒ my merites to lpeakeofchiualry 

Ind noble triumphes, am moſt cõmendable: 
To be pzeferred moſt woꝛthy and moſt able, 
Which haue accompliſhed al that may excel, 
Though hyghe pꝛowes Þ any tong can tel. 


Ilſo of my byzth inheupn ful yoze ago, 
Fully concepued my conſtellacion: 
Myghty Jupiter ſayd bnto Juno, 

On luch a day in ſuch a region, 
One halbe bozne moſt myghty of renoun, 
Nobleſt of nobles both in warre and pees, 
Ok whom the name chalbe Hercules, 


The whych dome whan Juno vnderſtode, 
Of Jupiter conceyuing the entent, 

Ind knewe my fate ould be lo good, 

To Lucina her meſſanger ſhe ſent: 

But ſome laythe howe her lelfe downe went, 
To thys goddelle, goddeſſe of childing, 

And her belought to graunt her her aſkynge. 


That ſhe would from Hercules tranſlate 
The influence of his natiupte, 

Helpe to reſcue his name and hys fate, 
And graunt it holy to ponge Euriſtee. 
Ind that Lucina pꝛeſent would be 

The ſame hour by Jupiter pꝛoupded, 

It to poſſede all hole and vndeuided. 


Thus to the mother of this Euriſlee, 
Juno the goddes graunted her fauour: 
Therby diſpoſyng that he ſhould be, 
Mighty of puiſſaunce lyke an emperour, 
But of his nobles the conqueſt # labour, 
And of his manhode the pzowes # purlute, 
By Hercules was fully execute. 


This Hercules had the trauaple, 

And Euriſteus bare away the name. 

Allo Hercules fought in plate and maple, 
And highe empziſes pzoudly dyde attame, 
But the repoꝛt ot hys noble fame 

To Euriſteus fully was aſcriued, 1 
Thus of his thanke was Hercules depziued, 


And okt it happeneth he 


On lleeth the dere wyth an hoked arowe, 
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Full oft in armes ſome man doth wele, 

And oft cauſeth that the feldeis won, . 

And another that dyd neuer adele, 

The pꝛice out ſpꝛedeth lyke as chineth þ ſon, - l 
t hath beſt ron, 

Doth not the ſpere like his deſert poſſede, 1 

Where falſe fauoꝛ giueth euery ma his mede jo 


Famein herpalicehath trũpes mo than one, 
Some of golde that geueth a freche loun: | 1 
Some man hath laude and deſerueth none, 
And ſome haue be ful wozthy of renoun 


Hothinge pzeferred by commendacion, 


As by repoꝛt of ſtates hye and lowe, 
So frowardly Fame her trumpe hath blo we · 


Touchyng armes, the poꝛe ne the riche 

Be not of hertes echone cozragious: 
Neither al men map not be pliche, 
Nepther of theyz name egal ne gracioug. — 
And though the poze haue bene victozioug, 1 
Ok auenture to do full wel ſome daye, it 
Other haue pinched to take his thike away, 


Whole part is none pet of the veniſon: . . 
One beteth the buch another hath p ſparow 

And all the byzdes in his poſſeſſion, 

One d2aweth his nettes in riuers vp a doun, 

With ſondzy baytes caſt out lyne and hoke, 

And hath no parte ok al that euer he toke, 


Ancutdence hereof pe may ſe 
Ful notable to be put in memoꝛpe, 
Ok Hercules and of Euriſte: 
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Foz Hercules gate aye the victozy , 


And Euriſteus receiued hath the gloꝛpe. 
Thus the palme departed was in twayne, 


That one reiopſed, that other bare Þ payne, 
Euriſteus was pzince of Athene, 


Sonne and heire by dyſcent of lyne, 

Unto the kyng that called was Stellene 
Under whoſe myght as Bochas dothe deter» 
Hercules thzough knightly diſciplyne, (mine 
Pꝛoued ſo moſt manly and moſt wyle, 

(That from al other he bare away the pꝛile. 


But wo alas that euer it Gould fall, 

So manly a knyght ſo wozthy and notable, 
That any ſpotte ſhould his pꝛice appall, 
Oz cauſe hys coꝛage foꝛ to be vnſtable. 


Which is a thinge dolekul and lamentable, 


From his knighthode as a thinge ſtraunge, 
That 


That euer a woman ſhould his hert chaunge. 


J wyllexcuſe them becauſe their nature 
Js to chaunge hertes and cozrages: 
e nature no fozce maye e 
Foz th 2 g 


flatery and ſugred fapꝛe la es, 
1 —— OT 
Foꝛ to thaunge ot pꝛintes the nobleſſe, 

Mo than Hercules can bere hercok witnelle, 


Thus Hercules aſtonied and aſhamed, 
Unto Bochas ſhewed his pꝛelence: 
Said,alas my knighthode is diffamed 
By a full falle amozous peſtilence. _ 

o loꝛe conſtrayned by moztal violence, 
hereby alas my manhode was applied, 
By lleye of women oppꝛeſſed x mailtried 


To take their habit # cloth me in their wede, 
To chere mp berde, and farce my vyſage 
With oyntmentes againſt al manhede, 
To make it ſouple, a chaunge mp langage: 
And to complayne moze of myne outrage, 
Upon my fyngers fyue twyſe tolde, 
J had ringes richely wzought of golde, 


(Thus was my cozage thaunged fempnine, 

Fo: lone of one called Jolee: 

Ok condicions though Ge were lerpentyne, 
Me thought the was fayzeſt vnto le, 

That all my ioye was wyth her to be. 

And that none ould aperceiue my treſpace, 
J chaunged both habiceloke and face, 


Ind was a woman outwarde in apparence, 
Ok entent to haue moe liber te 

To vle my luſtes, and haue experience 

Ok appetites, which that vnlefull be: 
Wherof the ſclaundꝛe teboundeth vpon me. 
That J dare ſay my outragious treſpace 
Doth al mp knyghthode # pzowes difface, 


Wherof Bochas, I pꝛap the take good 
Foz to diſcriue in termes playne x clere, 
Mine infoztune lyke as it was in dede: 
That whan other concepue the manere 

Of myne vnhappes, contagious fo to here, 
They map by example ot᷑ me do their paine, 
From vicious lite their hertes to reſtraine. 


Foz theſe folles that al wyſdome diſpiſe, 
And be contrary to vertuous diſcipline, 
May gyueerample to folkes that ben wile 
And den to them a lanterne ok doctrine, 


8 


The kyiſt boke 


Foz tommen pꝛ 


hede, _ 


Upces ta eſchewe,and pzudently declyne 
Fro ſteſhely luCes:fozit is taught in ſcholes, 
That wyſemeal dap ben ytaught by foles, 


LOhan Bochas had tonceyued the plernt 
Of Hercules tn his appering, 
And how his nobles by women was ataint; 
Thzough his dilozdinate liuing: , , 
De thought anone hym remembainge, -- : - 
Athadboruthe foz to put in mynde 

rs bices all, and vertues left behinde. 


Conlidered allo it was impartinent 

Epther by ligage to waite apenſt al ryght, 
Iny thing that chould in ſentment | 
The fame ameauſe of lo noble a knyght, 

Oꝛ to diſcreſe in anp mans \yght (werres 
Yys glozious pꝛowes, ſith poetes fo; hys 
Ret(e his renome, lo highe aboue the ſterres, 


Foz he was both knyght and Philoſopher, 
Ind fot his ſtrength called a giant: 

t he gan pꝛomptly pzofcr, 
Ok manly cozage gyue thereto full graunt, 
Co entre in to Egipt to ſlee the giaunt 
Called Buſyzis, who ol ful falſe entft (wẽt 
Slewe al ſtracigers that thꝛough his kingdã 


Foz vnder a colour of liberalite, 
Unto his palys gladly he would cal 
Straũgers echone Þ came thzough his cũtre, 
And ſolemly recepue thẽ one and al: | 
Ind lyke a kynge, both in chambze and hal 
Make them ſuch chere in all maner thynge 
As apperteyned to a wozthy kyng. 


But whyle his geſtes lay a nyght to flepe, 
(This falſe tirant in ful cruel wyle, 
Murdꝛed them echone oz they toke kepe: 
And after that,thys was alſo his 1 
With their bloud to make a (acritice 
To Jupiter god of that countre, 

Of hole entent to pleaſe his deite. 


(That in his kyngdome of frutes d = 


(The land encreſed by great habundaunce: 
Doun from heuin he would lend the rayne, 
This meane he made # this cheuilaunce. 
To murdꝛe and flee he had ſo great pleſaũce, 
Foz of al thing him thought it did him good 


To murdꝛe his geſtes, and to ſhede their blod he 
' Wha this murdze of Buliris was couth, 


That no ſtragers myght palle his lãd ĩ pees : 
Thrs 


This manly knyght yet flow2ynginyonthe, 
Thys noble, famous, thys wozthy Hercules, 
Imong other he put hym lelfe in pꝛees: 

And lyke a geſt outwarde in chewyng. 
Came to the palys of Buſiris the kyng. 


Rebuked 47 n outrage 
Done to hys geſtes, by cruel violence. 

And foꝛ to make peſible that paſſage, 

And foꝛ to auenge 5ᷣ his impoꝛtable offence, 
Ind of his murdze to matze a recompence, 
Thys Hercules ſlewe Buliris in dede, 

And toke the bloud whych he dyd blede, - 


Offred it vp Jupiter topleaſe, 

Foz thys victozy hym to magnifye. 

Ind al Egipt thus was ſer in eaſe, 

Their landes and frutes gan alſo multiply, 
Theyꝛ grayne encreſedabout on eche partye , 
And to habounde by influence of rayne, 
Whych afoze! time of vitayle was barayne. 


Another giaunt called Jutheus, 

Ayng of Libye and gouerned al the land, 
Whom Hercules moſt ſtrong and coꝛagious, 
Siitime outraid, a llewe hym with his hand. 
Fot as they w2altled by experience he fand, 
(Touching the erth this giantcit is trewe) 
His kozce,his mygyt, dyd alway r e. 


But whan Hercules the maner dyd el pe, 
Howe his ſtrength renewed agayne ſo olte: 
(Theragaynft he Hope a remedy, 

Hye in the apꝛe he peyled hym vp alofte, 
And with ſtrokes harde aud nothynge lofte, 
Backe and bone ſo ſoꝛe he did embzace, 
That he fell deed tofoze hymin the 


But ſome bokes of thy glanttell, THY 
Within his — o dyd him aſfafle, 
He would of newe his chinaltycompeſ?:./ 
Efte agayne tomete hym inatcaples Nin 
Ind in this wyle fail telde he dyd fayle 

To afozce ot ne we as ve ſhal vuderſtand, 
Vis Wann Win man an 


bees ns © 

S of auenture, 
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But was diſconfited by Hercules anone, 
mygyt, and 
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Ifter this conqueſt hertules is gone 

Foz exerciſe, his pꝛowes foz to vie | 
Igaynſt the mpgyty ſtronge Gereon, 
Kyng of Spapne, ot oye. of 778 Ebule, 
The whych tiraunt myght hym ut excule, 
That all his labour as poetes lyſt tompyle, 
Was from theſe realmes his people to exile. 


Dys tiranny myght not long endure, 

Foz Yercales that noble wozthy kuyght, 
Made vpon hym a great dilconfiture, 

And ſlough the tyzaunt as they met in fyghtet 
And after that though his great myght, 
Okhighe pꝛowes and magnanimpte, 
Sloughe Cerberus with his heades thze. 


The famous bull of the lande of Crete 
Whych that diſtroped all that regton, 

He ſloughe allo whan that they dyd mete: 
And in Nemea he ſlough a feirſe lyon. 
Ind foꝛ a recoꝛde ot hys high tenoun, 
Ok manly fozce his ſkyn awap he toke, 
Ind to his hody acote thereof he Hope. 


Tohisenemis toewe hym mozed2edeful, 
Therfoze he ware that hidious garment. 


And foz he was in armes neuer tounde dul, 
But ylike freche euer in his entent, 

Jntoa mountaine anone he made hys went, 
Called Erimanthus:s there in his paſſage, 
De (tewe a boar melt wylde a mol ſauage, 


elpde a rpuer called Styphalus, 


rious byꝛdes he llewe a great nombze, 


Dieben the kyngdomeofkyng Pheneus, 

All the countre they dyd encombze: | 
Fo wyth their chado we & cõtagious vmbꝛe 
On ede, on frutes, where euer they alight, 
Il was deuoured in euer mannes light. 


Upon the mountapne called uen 

Which is not far from nenden 
There is a wode, as cronicles termyne, 

Right freche of edel 
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Stale them echone,andhyd thin gcane, 


And lyke a thefe he made them 

That no man ſhould þ traces of them know: 
Neyther of their paſſage haue no regarde, 
Foz by their he ledde them on a rowe, 
In to his taue which that ſtode full lowe, - 
And foz they were of excellent fayznes, 

To kepe themrlole he did his bulineſle. 


Out ol his ſlepe whan Hercules awoke, 
And partepued his oxen were awap 

He role vp and caſt about his loke, 

Began to aſppe in all the haſt he may 

To what partie the traces ot them lap: 

And while he ſtode thus muſyng in the ade, 
He herd the lowyng that his oxen made. 


And by their lowing he gan anone apzoche 

Toward the parte wher they were kept cloſe, 

Fonde the caue vnder a myghty roche: 

And pꝛoud Cachus which had the in depoſe, 

Agaynſt Hercules he ſturdely aroſe, 

But foz al that he myghte hym ſelfe not ſane, 
Foz he hym lloughe at thentring of the caue, 


And thus his beaſtes he hath ayen recured, 
Tyat ſempte afoze inrecuperable. | 
After the mountaine byfozce he hath aſſured, 
Which foz bzigites afoze was full doutable, 
But by his knyghthod it was made habita- 
That men myght foz dzede of any foe (ble, 
Whan euer they would frely come and go. 


 Tounchynghis conqueſt bpon Feminpe, 
 Igaynlt Fmalones with Theſeus he went: 
The quene Jpolyta though his chiualry, 
Fo: his pꝛape anone to hym he hent. 
And IJ polita ot ful true entent 
Gaue vnto hym in token of victozy, 
A girdel of golde to haue her in memo zie. 


Ifter to Allribe he went a full great pace, = 
LY 
| happe ed | | 
That bzother was to thekynge P2zomothee : 
In aſtrology full wel expert was he, 
And of this gardyn ol whych J hanetolde, _ 
The richebzatches # apples were of gold, 
Thzough magike made by great atiſement, 
F al fepr kepte and cloſed en, Wl 
Ind ywatched with a fell ſerpent, > *':- :- 
That no man entred that ryche manclon, - 


£ 


backward - 


The fitſt bonne 


But Hercules moſt mighty of renoun, 


The lerpẽt Nough thzough his mily purſute 
And kro the gradeyn he bare away the krute. 


This ſaid Athlas as bokes lpecifie, 

And poetes allo ot him endite, 

He was connrnge in aſtronomy, 

And ther in did ful greatly him delitet 
And many a boke he made and dyd wzite 
With great labour and great diligence | 
In hys time vpon that ſcience, __- 


The which were more pzecious than golde, 
And moze rich in his opinion: 

But Yercules in ſoth as it is tolde, 

Gate all the bokes thzough hys hie renoun: 
Bare them by fozce out of that region, 


And to Grecelyke a conquerour, 


With hun he bzought the foꝛ a great treaſour, 


Of Crate he ſlough the giant outragioug 
That ſumtime was called Diomede, 
Which murdzed al that came to his houſe, 
And with their fteſhe his hozſe he dyd fede, 
Ind thꝛough his witte labour and manh:de 
Ok Achelous, whych was a great wondze, , 
He made the ſtremes foz to departe a ſondze. 


Ind by his wiſdome dyd the ſo deuſde, 

Jo two parties diſccueringe his paſſage: 
02 afo2e no man myght abyde 

Ol his courſe the furious fel outrage, 


Foz in countrets it dyd lo great domage, 


Turning vpward there was non other bote, 
Vhere euer it lowed of trees, crop and tote. 


J great empꝛiſe he did alſo vndertake 

Whan that the meſſe hidious and hozible 
Iriued vp of Archadies the lake, 
Calted:Lerne the beaſtes ful odible, 
LOhich with their teeth # mouthes terrible 
Frute, grapne, cane dyd moztally deuoury 
But Hercules the countre to ſucour, 


Came lyke a knyght their malice fo to let, 
Ind by his pꝛudente deſtroyed the euerichon: 
With inthe lake the woꝛmes vy he het, 
Saue among all behind was left one. 
Ind againſt him this Hercules anone, -..: 
Of knighthodraught ſo great auauntage. 
That to the coùtre he dyd no moze domage. 


N 2 | 
Thus ali thateuermayreherſed be, 
Touching knighthode , pꝛowes, oz 1 
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Oꝛ glozious fame, dꝛ long felicitie, 

This knyghtly man had moſt excellence, 
And in armes longeſt experience: | 
And foz his triumphes and actes marciall, 
He let vp pillers foz a memoziall, bf 
Whiche remembꝛed his coqueſt molt notable 
And his dedes by grauyng did expꝛeſſe, 
Beyonde whiche no lande is habitable, 

So karre abzode ſpꝛed his noblelle, 

But as the lunne leaueth his bzyghtnes 
Sumtime wyan he is freſcheſt in hys ſphere, 
With vn ware cloudes that ſodaynly appere: 


Semblably the nobles and the gloꝛy 

Ok Hercules in this vnſtable lyke, 
Eclipſed was, and chadowed his memoꝛy 
By Dianpꝛa, that ſumtyme was his wyfe: 


Foz by her fraude came in the moztall ſtryfe, 


As ve chal heare the maner and the caas, 
Wherby that he loſt his lpfe, alas. 


pet foꝛ her ſake this moſt manly man, 
Fought as J fynde in ſinguler battayle 
With Icheloes ſonne of the Occian, 
Lykeas Poetes make rehearlaplez 

And as eche other pꝛoudly did aſſayle, 

This Hercules of knyghthode ſouerayne, 
Sent from his head one of his hoznes twain 


Of kyng Oene che was the daughter dere, 
To Hercules toyned by mariage: 

And as they came to a great riuere, 

With ſturdy waues where was no paſſage, 
Hellus the gyaunt vglyof vyſage, 

To Hercules pꝛokered his ſerupte, 

And full falſely againſt him gan deupſe. 


Made his pꝛomiſe to Hertules in dede 
To put his like in great aduenture, 
Ouer the ſtreme Dtanyza to lede, 
Becauſe he was large of his ſtature. 
Ind foz che was a ryght fayze creature 
Vhan they paſſed and came tolonde, 
Nelſus falſely woulde vpon the ſtrond 


Daue know her flechly, like as wozite Ouide. 
Hercules hauyng therofa ſy 
=_—_ abode vpon — oo 3 

nd koz to auenge him ok his great bnright, 
Toke his bowe and bent it anone ryght. 
And wyth an arrowe fyled charpe and groũd 
Gaue to eſſus his deadly fatall wounde. 
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Like a condyte gulched out the bloude 


Ind whan he (awe that he muſt dye, 


To Dianpꝛa befoze him there The ſtode, 


Dith all his hart he her gan pzay, | 
That in one thing his luſt che would obey: 
To take his Gert and be not retcheles 

With bloud diſtapned,and ſende it Hercules; 


There thzough with him to be reconſiled: 
Ind che to hun anone the chert hath ſent, 
Thzough whole venim, alas he was begiled, 
Foz what by touching and by enchauntment, 
His fleſhe and bones were all to bzent, 

And among his deadly paynes all, 

Into a rage he ſodapnly is fall. 


Ind as a beaſt furiouſly he ranne 

On valeys © hylles among craggy ſtones, 
Semblably as doth a woode man. 
Pulled vp trees androtes all at ones, 
B2ake beaſts hoznes,#x al to gnew her bones 
LOas it not pitie that a knyght ſo good, 
Shold amog beſtes runne lauage # woode 2 - 


Thus onerwhelmed was all his wozthines, 


And to declyne went his pꝛolperitie. 


Cauleand roote of al his wzetchednes, 
Was foz that he (et all his felicitie, 

To truſt ſomuch the mutabilitie, 

Of thele women, whyche early and ſoone. 
Of their nature bꝛaped vpon the moone, 


Ilas, alas, all nobles and pꝛudence, 
Pꝛowes of nature, foʒce, and chyualry, 
Foz\yght of wildome, diſcrecion, and ſcience, 
Uertuous ſtudy pzofityng in cleargy, 

Ind the clere <ynyng of Philoſophy, 

Hath thzough falle luſtes here be manated, 
By lleyght of women, darked and defaced, 


O Hercules I fele my penne quake, 
Mine ynke full filled with bitter teares falt, 
This piteous tragedy to waite foꝛ thy ſake, 
Whom all Poetes glozifye and exalt: 
But fraudeof women made thy renome halt, 
And froward muſes thy triũphes all to rend, 
Foz to diſcryue alas thy fatal ende. Þ 


'CLenuoy, 


De ſote venyme,the ſauory poyſon, 

The d2edfull iope, the doloꝛous plea ſaũce 
The wofull gladnes, the furious treaſon, 
Fayth diſpayzed,aye Rable in vatiaunce, 

| Fl, Uertus 


{ 


Uertue erilng where luſt hath gouernaũte, 
(Thzough falſe luxury diffaſen all nobles, 
As this tragedy can beate full well witnes. 


Where froward Uenus hath domination 
And blinde Cupide his ſubiects doth augunce 


And wilfull luſt thzoughindiſcrecion 


Is choſen iudge to holde the balaunce, 
Their choyle vnlefull hath though vll chaũte 
Derked ol pꝛyntes the famous nobles, 

As this tragedy beareth full well wines. 


O thou Hercules koꝛ all thy high renoun, 


_ Foz all thy conqueſt, a knyghtly (uffiſaunce, 


Thou were by women bzought to confuſion, 
And by their fraude thy renoumed puiſſaũce, 
. Diſclaundzed was & bzought to miſchaunce 
J were aſhamed to wꝛite it oz expzeſſe, 
Except this tragedy can beare well witneſſe, 


Pxpnees. pzinceſſes,of high diſcretion, 

This thing impꝛinte in your remembzaunce 
Ok others kallyng, make pour pzotection 

p ou to pzeſerne thꝛough pzudent purueiaũte: 

Afoꝛe pꝛouided that your perſeueraunce 

Be not perturbed by no falſeſozcereſſe, 

As this tragedy of other bereth wuneſſe. 


¶ The.xv. Chapter, 
＋ I pꝛoteſſe of Narciſſus, Byblis, Mpꝛra, 


and of other their infoztunes to Bo⸗ 
chas complaynyng. 


5 
| Artiſſus, Byblis,and Myꝛra all the, 
Tofoze Bochas pyteouſly did appeare 
C Therr infoztunes their infelicitie, 
To him complaynyng with a deadly cheare: 
Ind ot their commpngto tell the manere, 
Narciſſus with ſozow and dole attaynt, 


Began firſt to declare his complapnt, | 


De was the ſonne of Cephilus the flode, 
And his mother called Lyzzope: 
And by diſcent bozne of gentle blode: 

Of creatures fapreſt on to ſe. 

Ind as J finde at his natiuitie, 

{Tyeſias by lpirite ofpzophecy, 
Touchyng his fate tuus gan ſpecily, 


The goddes haue pzouided fozhim a ſpace 
To lyue in earth, and ſo long endure | 
Tyll that he knowe and ſe his owne face: 
And foz his lake full many a ſeruiture, 


They: boke © 


That able were to ſtand in his grace, 


As che that myght of him no locour haue: 


S 


By o dinaunee ol god and of nature 
Whan they him ie all fele full great payne, 
If they in loue his grace may not attapne. 


But he chalbe contrary and daungeroug 
And of his poꝛt full of traungeneſſle: 
And in his hart right inly (urquidoug, 
By the occaſion of his natife fayzenes, 
Ind of his ſemelineſſe, 

No woman lo freche ne lo fayze of face 


And foz the excellence of his great beautye, 
He purpoſed him in his tender age 1 
Neuer in his lyfe wedded foz to be . 
He thought him ſelfe lo fayze of vplage: | 
Foz whych he calf e his great outrage 
Igaynſt all luſtes of lone to diſdapne, 

To hunt at beaſtes alone, and be lapne, 


Ind in this whyle that he kept hym ſo, 

In the fozeſt and in wyldernes, 

A water goddeſſe, that called was Ecco, 
Loued him full hote foz his fairenes: 
And ſikerly did his bulines, 

To folow her ſteppes ryght as any lyne, 
Co her deſyzes to make him to encipne. 


= heard her wele bat he (awe her nought, 
herof aſtonied anone he gan to enquere, 
Is he that was amarueyled in his thought, 
Sapd euen thus:is any wyght now here - 
Ind che aunſwered the ſame in her manere. 
What euer he ſapd( as longeth to Ectoꝛ 
Without abode che layd the lame hym to. 


Come nere quod he) and began to call. 
Come nere( quod ſhe)my toy # my pleaſaũte. 
He loked about among the rockes all, 

And ſawe nothyng beſide ne in diſtaunce 
But che abꝛaped and declared her greuaunte 
And to him ſayd: mine owne hart dere, 
He be not ſtraunge but let vs dwell in fere, 


Nay nay( quod he)J will — obep 
To pour deſires, foz ſhoꝛt concluſion; 

Well leuer I had plapnly foz to dep 

Than ye ſhould haue of me poſſeſſion, 

We be nothing of one opinion. 

dere yon weil though J no fygure ſe 

Go fozth pour wap ye lpeake no moze w me. 


And ſhe athamed ſled her way anone, 


But 
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Aut dilpapꝛed this Ecco is fo2the gone, 

Ind hidde her leite in an vgly caue, 

Among the rockes is buried in her graue: 
And though ſo be þ men her voyce may heare 
After that time ſhe neuer durſt appeare. 


ThugNarciſſas thꝛough daunger a dildeine 
Upon the lady did crue ll vengeaunce, 

But whan the Goddes his cruelty had ſeine 
Towardes him fyll a greatgreuaunce: | 
Ok his vnmerty they had diſpleaſaunce, 

And right as he mertiles was founde, 

So w vnmerty he caught his deadly wound. 


Foꝛ all daunger diſpleaſeth to Genus 

Ind all dildayne is lothſome to Cupide: 

Foꝛ who to loue is contrarious, 

Che god of lone will quite him on ſome lyde, 
His dreadfull arrowes ſo moꝛtally deuyde, 
To hurt and mayme all that be retchleſſe, 
Ind in her lerupte founde mercilelle, 


And foꝛ Narciſſus was not merciable 

To warde Ecco,foz his great beautye, 

But in his pozt was founde vntretable, 

C upyde thought he woulde auenged be, 

A's he that her p2ayer hearde of piti: - 
Cauſyng Narciſſus to fele and haue his part, 
Of Uenus bzande and of her fiery darte. 


Ind on a day whan he in wilderness/ 

Had after beaſtes runne in huntyng, + 
Ind foꝛ longe labour can fall in werines, 
He was deſirous to haue ſome retrechyng, 
And wonders thurſtlewe after traueylyng 
Myght not endure lenger there to dwell, 
Ind at the laſt he founde a criſtall well, 


Right freſhe ſpꝛingyng # wonder agreable, 
The water luſty anddelectable of ſight; 
Ind foꝛhis thirſt was to him impoꝛtable, 
Upon the bzynkes he fell downe ryght, 
And by reflection in middes of þ water bzight 
Him thought he ſawe a paſſyng faire ymage, 
To hym appeare,moſt angeipke of vylage. 


He was enamouted with the ſemelineſſe, 
Ind delierous therofto tand in grace, 

Ind yet it was not but alykelineſſe, 
211d-bnt a hadowe reftectyng of his face, 
The whiche of feruence amoꝛouſty tembꝛate 


This Nattiſſus with'a piteous complaynt, 


Statt into the well and lo him ſelke dꝛepnt. 


— 


FFF 
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And thus his beauty. alas, was layed lowe, 
is lemelines put full farre abacke: 
hus whan he gan fyzſt him lelfe knowe 
Ind lene his vylage in whiche was no lacke, 
Pzeſumptuous pzyde cauſed ail to wzacke: 
Foz who to much doth of him lelfe pzeſume 
His owne vlurpyng wyll ſoneſt him cõſume. 


Ind kinally as theſe olde Poetes tell, 
This Narciſſus without moze ſuttout, 
Ifrer that he was dꝛowned at the well, 
The heuenly goddes did him ſo fauour, 
They turned him into a full freche floure, 
A water lilly, whiche dothe remedy 
In hote acceſſes as bokes ſpecify, 


After that Narciſſus was at the well dꝛeynt, 
And to John Bochas declared had his wo, 
Biblis appeared with teares all be ſpꝛeint, 
And toward him a great paſe gan ſhe go: 


— 


And her bzother Camnus came allo. 


Ind of one wombe as gemelles twapne, 
But the tofoꝛe her fate gan complapne. 


She in her lone was not vertuous 

Foz apenſt God and kyndes oꝛdinaunte, 
She loued her bꝛother named Camnus: 
And w han he ſawe her froward gouernaũce 
He vnto het gaue none attendaunce, 
Though che of fleyght to accõplych her entẽt, 
In lecrete wile a piſtle to him lent, 


She ſayd it was an impoſſible thing 
Without his grace her ſelfe to ſaue, 

And but he were to her aſſentynng, 

She els playnly may not health haue. 

But onely death and afterwarde her graue: 
Thus in her wꝛityng to him che did attame, 
Ind to be couert che ne w2ote no name. 


But whan this piſtle came to his pzeſence, 
tuouſly therat he gan dildayne: 

Ind gaue thexto no maner aduertence, 

Neither toke no hedeof her furious payne, 

But ſuffred her eternally to plapne. 


. Tyll that che was, as Ouid can wel tell 
With oft wepyng tranſfozmed to a well. 


| Nert came Myꝛra wyth face full piteous, 


hiche that ſumtime loued ayenſtnature 
257 owe father called Cynarug, 
oz whoſe late great payne ſhe did endure, 


Foz ſhe ne durſt her ſozowe not diſcure, 


Tpll her nozythe by ſygnes dydeſpy, , 
F. ii. ; The 


The hartily conſtraynt of her malady. 


Foꝛ her nourice of whiche J haue tolde, 
Conceiued hath by open euidence, 

As ſhe knoweth both ofnewe and olde, 

In ſuche matters all hole the experience, 
That thꝛough long labour andgreat diligece 
Diuers wayes and meanes out che ſought, 
To her fathers bed that he Myꝛra bzought, 


With whom che had her luſt and pleaſaunce, 
Foꝛ the vnknow lay with him all nyght: 


He was deceaued by dꝛonklewe ignozaunce, 


And on the moꝛow longe oz any lyght 

She ſtale away, and went out of his light 
With her nozyce whiche kept her long cloſe, 
(Tiil vnto the tyme that her wombe aroſe. 


But her father that was of Cypze king, 
LOhichas I tolde was called Cynarus, 
Whan he the truthe eſpyed ok this thing, 
That by his daughter he was deceined thus, 
She wart to him lothlome and odious: 
Fledde from his ſight,ſo ſoze the was aferde, 
And he purſued after with his (werde, 


In Irabp the hote mighty lande, 

Kyng Cynarus hath his daughter founde: 
Ind cruelly began enhaunte his hande, 
With his (wo2de to geue her a wounde: 

But the goddes of mercy moſt habound, 
Hath fro the death made her to go fre, 
Ind thzough their power trifo2med to a tree. 


* Which after her beareth pet the name, 

Called Myꝛra, as che was in her life, 
Out of whiche,aucthours ſay the ſame, 

Diſtilleth a gome a great pzeſeruatife: 

And of nature a full good defenſife, 

To kepe bodies from putrifaction, 

And them franchiſe from all cozruption. 


By influence of the ſunne beames 

Mypꝛre is engendꝛed by diſtyllyng ol his kind 
With round dꝛopes ayenſt Phebus ſtreames, 
And doun diſcendeth thzough the hard rinde, 
And though the riftes alſo J finde a 
The ſayd Mypꝛra hath a childe foꝛth brought, 
In all this wozlde if it were ſought, 


Was none ſo faire foꝛmed by nature. 

Fo: ot his beauty he was pereles 
And as Poetesrecozde by ſcripture, } 
De called was the farze Adonydes. 


The firſt boke 


Ind to his woꝛſhyp and his great encrees, 
Foz he ot fatrenes bare a wap the ſtoure, 
Uenus him chaſe to be her paramour, 


The whiche God deſſe gaue to him in charge, 
That he Gould in his tender age, 

In fozeſtes while he went at large, 

Hunt at no beaſtes whiche were lauage, 
But he contrary to his diſauauntage, - 
Thzough wilfulneſſe, I can ſay no moze, 
Was layne vnwarely of a Tuſkye boare, 


At the whiche he felly did enchace, 

But of folly in vayne was his laboure, 

Foz he lap ſlapne full pale of chere and face: 
Whom Uenus turned to a full freche ffoure, 
Whiche was as bloude of purple the coloure, 
à budde of golde w goodiyeleaues glade 
Set in ß middes whole beauty map not fade, 


And whan M pꝛra frõ Bochas was Wdzaw 
Ind declared her great aduerſitie: © 

And ok her fate tolde the moztall lawe, 

Came Ozpheus full vgly vnto ſe, 

Sonne of Ippollo and of Calyope 

And appeared with a full dolefull face, 


Sumtime bzought fozthe & ybozne in Trace, - 


7 
Full renoumed in armes and in ſcience, 
Famous in muſike and melody: 


And full notable alſo in eloquence, 


And foꝛ his ſoote ſugred armony 
Beaſtes and foules as poetes ſpecify 
Wodes & floudes of their courſe moſt ſtrong, 


Stynte ofcourſe, to harken his lote long. 


An harpe he had of Mercurius, 

With the whiche Erudice he wanne: 

And to Bachus as wꝛite Ouidius, 

DSacrifices ſolemnely he began. 

And vnto hell foz his wile he ran, 

Her to reture with ſote touches charpe, 
iche he made vpon his heauenly harpe. 


But whan that he this labour on him toke, 
Ilawe was made which that boũd him ſoze 
That if hebackeward caſt his loke, 

De chold her leſe and le her nenermoze, 

But it is ſayd ſythen gone full yoze: i 
There may no lawe louers well conſtrapne, 
So impoꝛtable is their deadly payne. 


Jfſomehuſbands had l and in the cans - 
To haue loſt their wiues foz aloke * 
| ey 


They would haue ſuffred and not layd alag, 
But paciently endured all their payne: 

And thanked god p bꝛoken was the chapne, 
Which hath lo long them in pzpſon bounde, 
That they by grace had ſuch a way founde, 


To lye in pꝛylon it is a ful great charge, 
And to be ſtocked vnder key and locke: 
It is merper a man to go at large, 
Than with yꝛons to be nailed to a blocke. 
But there is a bonde that called is wedlocke 
Fettryng huſbandes ſo ſoze that it is wonder 
Which with a file may not be bzoke alunder. 


But Ozpheus father ofhermony, 
Thought Erudice Þ was his wife ſo fayze, 
Foz her ſake he felt that he muſt dye, 
Becauſe that he whan he made his repapꝛe, 
Ok her in trouth nothing embꝛaced but ayze 
Thus he loſt her there is no moze to ſapne, 
And foz the coſtraynt of his greuous payne 


At his hart her partyng ſate ſo ſoꝛe, 

The grene memozy the tender remembzafice, 
That he would neuer Wite no moze, 

So fayꝛe he was eſcaped his penaunce, 

Foz wedlocke is a lite ot muche pleaſaunce, 
But who hath ones infarnall paynes ſene, 
Will neuer after come in the ſnare J wene. 


This Ozpheus gaue counſaile full notable, 
To huſbandes that haue endured payne, 

To luch as ben pꝛudent and tretable, 

One hel is dꝛedful. but moze d2edful is twain 
And who is ones bounde in a chayne 
And may eltape out ok daunger blyue, 

Ik he elt reſozt God let him neuer thʒiue. 


Upon this ſentence women were vengeable, 
And to his wꝛzityng full contrarious 
Sapd his counſaile was not commendable, 
At the feaſt they halo wed to Bachus, 
They fill echone vpon this Oꝛpheus: 
And fo all his rethozyke ſwete, 
They flough alas this laureate poete, 


Ind ok his harpe if yelyGtoheare,:- -- -- 
The God Appolio made a tranſſation, 
Among the ymages ol the ſtartes cleare: 
| men may haue cleare inſpection. 
But foꝛtune to his confuſion 

Denyed him frowarde ofher nature, 


Whan he was flapue fredome of ſepulture, . And plongethedowne krom their pzoſperitie; 
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Next Oꝛpheus there did appeare alſo 

Ok Amaſons woꝛthy quenes t wapne: 
Merpelia and her liſter Lampedo, 

Whiche in conqueſt did their buſy payne, 
And great woꝛſhyp in armes did attapne: 
Namyng them lelues by waiting nere a karre 
Doughters to Mars which is god of warre. 


Merpelia rode out in regions, 

Ind conquered full many a great citye, 
Foz couetiſe of great poſſeſſions, 

To encreaſe her lozdyp if it would be: 
And her liſter kept ſurely thetr countrye, 
Ol all enemies lo that there was no doubt, 
While Merpelia rode with her hoſt about, 


But while che was in conqueſt moſt famous. 


And her enemies pꝛoudly did aſſayle, 
Foꝛtune anone wart contrartous, 

Ind cauſed that ſhe was ſlaine in battaple. 
Lo what conqueſt oz victoꝛy may auayle, 
LOhan that foꝛtune doth at them diſdayn, 
Se here enſainple by thele quenes twapne. 


| CK Lenuoy, 


Bis tragedy remembzeth thynges fyne:; 
Ok Narciffus the extellent beauty, 

Ind of Biblis dothe alſo diſcriue, 

The great iuxurꝝy and dichoneſtye, 


Myꝛra diffamed, turned to a tree, 


To eremplify that lechery and pꝛide, 
Ben from all vertue ſet full farre aſide, 


Hobo Oꝛpheus endured in his lie, 


J ope entermedled wyth aduerſitye: 


In his pouth whan he did wyue 

He kelt in wedlocke full great felicitie: 

His woꝛldly bliſſe meynt with duplicitie, 

As foztune her chaunges tan deupde, 
Whiche from all vertue be ſet full farre aſide, 


Merpe lia foz her liſt to ſtryue, 
yth wylkfull warres to enereaſe her coũtre, 


But her pompe was ouerturned blpue, 


Whan in battayle vnwarely ſlayne was che: 
Fo of all warre death is the fyne pardee. 


Pe mighty pꝛinces let witte and reaſon dzyue 


Pour high nobles to conſider and ſe, 


How Foꝛtune eſtates tan depꝛpue 
J. iu. Pꝛide 


So furious Mars can foz her folke pzoutde, 
Whiche from all vertue ben let farre aſide, 


pꝛide and luxury J countayle that you fiye, 
Falſe auarice ne let not be your gyde: 
Vhiche from all vertue is clene let aſpde. 


¶ The. xbi. Chapter. 


¶ Ot p ꝛiamus kyng of Trope: and how the 
monke of Bury tranſlatoure of this boke 
w2aote a boke ol the ſiege of Trop 
called Troy boke, - 


lter thele complayntes and lamẽtacions 
9 which that Bochas did in his boke cöpile 
Medled among with tranſmutations 
Set in Ouide by full ſouerayne ſtyle: 
Whan he on them had muled a long while 
Sene the maner both ol ſoꝛowe and iope, 
He began to remeber of Pziamus of Trop. 


- Firſt of his byzthe, and of his kynrede, 
How ainong kinges he was molt famoug: 
Ind as poetes recoꝛde ofhim in dede, 

He deſcended of wozthye Dardanus, 
Fhiche as his line declareth vato vs, 
From Jupiter was lynially come downe, 
Untohis father called Laomedoun, 


Ok olde Troy this Laomedon was kyng, 
Deſtroped by Grekes he and his countryes 
After whom this Pꝛiamus raynyng, 
Made there apen a myghty ſtrong citye: 
Wyete he full longe in full great ropaltie 
With wife a childer moſt woꝛthy of renoun, 
With (cepter and crowne held the poſſe ſſioun. 


Gouerned his citye in peace and rightwilnes, 
Ind Foztune was to him fauourable: 
Foz of all Aſie the treaſour and riches, 
He did aſſemble this kyng moſt honourable, 
And in armes, he was lo commendable, 
That thꝛough the woꝛlde as far as me gone. 
Ok high nobles the ronoume ok him ſhone, 


This Pꝛiamus had childzen many one, 
LOozthy pꝛinces, and of full great myght: 
But Yectoz was among them euerychone 
Called of pꝛowes the lanterne and thelyght, 
Foz there was neuer bozne a better knyght, 
Troplus in knyghthode ſo manly was fotid, 
That he was named Yecto! the leconde. 


But it J Gouldrehearſe themanhede 
Of kyng P2zyam.,and of his ſonnes all, 
And how his citye beſieged was in dede, 


The kyꝛſt boke 


Ind all the ſtoꝛv to remembzaunte call, 
Betwene him and Srekes how it is befall, 
The circumſtaunces rehearſyng vp # doun 
Co let in ozder the firſt occaſion 


Ok the liege why it was firſt laped + 

By Hercules, and alſo by Jaſon, 

The maner whole in Trope boke is ſapde, 
Rudely endited of my tranſlation: 
Folowpyng vpon the deſtruction 

Called the ſecond, whypch by accompteg clere 
Fully endured the ſpace ok ten pere. / 


Foz as me ſemeth the labour were in bayne, 
Truely alſo I not to what entent ö 
That I Gould wꝛite it newe agapne, 

Foz I had onte in commaundement 

By him that was moſt noble and excellent, 
Df uynges all foz to bndertake, 

It to tranſlate and vozite it foz his ſake, 


And ik pe liſt to wete hom J meane 

Henry the fifte moſt myghty of puyſſaunce, 
Gaue me the charge ofentent full cleane, 
Thinge ofolde time to put in remembzaunce; 
The ſame Henry foz knyghtly ſuffiſaunce, 
Wozthy foz manhode, reken kynges all, 
With nyne wozthies foz to haue a ſtall. 


To holy churche he was chefe defenſoure, 


In all (uche cauſes Chziſtes choſen knyght: 


To deſtrop heritykes he let all his laboure, 
Loued all vertues and toſuſtapne right, 
Th2oughhis nobles, his manhode, a might: 
Was diligent and did his buſp payne, 

To haue let peace betwene realmes twapne. 


Imeane in ſothe England and Fraunce, 
is purpoſe was to haue had a peace finall: 
ougyt out meanes w many a circumſtaũce 
As well by treatp, as actes martiall, | 
Theron ieoparded iyfe,goodes and all.. 
But wo, alas, agapuſt death is no boone, 
This land map lay he dyed all to ſoone. 


Foz among kinges he was one of the beſt, 
So all his dedes conueped were by grace: 
pzay to God ſo geue his ſoule good reſt, 
yth (; inheauena dwellyng place. 
Foz here with vs to little was the ſpace 
(That he abode, of whom the remembzaunce, 
Shall neuer dye in England ne in Fraunce. 


This wozthy byng gaue to me in charge 


Jo 


of John Bothas. 


* 
In Englych tonge to make a tranſlation 
Out ot latyn within a volume large, | 
Howe longe the grekes lay tofoze the toun: 
And how that Paris fyꝛſt at Cytheron, 
Jn Uenus temple ſleighly dyd his payne 
There to rauych the fayze quene Yelepne 


In which boke the pzoceſſe ye may le, 


To hym how the was wedded in the toune: | 


Ind of the ſiege lapde vnto the cyte 

By Menelap and kyng Agamennon. 
Ind many another full wozthy of renoun 
On eyther partie which that in battaile 
Fro day to dap ech other dyd afſayle, 


Wherto chuld J tell oz what uld J waite, 
The deth of Hectoꝛ o2 of Achpllest 

Oꝛ wherto Gould J of newe endite 

How wozthy T roilus was ſlaine in p pꝛeſe: 
The ende of Paris oꝛ of Pallamides, 

O2 the (laughter of manly Depphebus, 

Oz howe his bꝛother called Hellenus 


Tolde afoze howe it was great folly 

That Paris (Gould wed quene Helepne. 
And how Caſſandza in yer pzophecy, 

On this wedding ſoze began complepne, 
Ind foꝛ the conſtreint of her hertelp paine, 
How che were madde,z ran about the toune, 
Cyl che was caught # het vp into pzilon, 


Il this matter pe map behold in dede, 

Set by and by wythin Troye boke: 

Ind how Creſeide loued Dyomede, 

Whan woꝛthy CTroylus Ge wilfully fozſoke, 
Ok her nature a quarei thus Ge toke, 

To aſſap both, it nede were allo to feyne 

To take the thirde, # leue the both tweyne. 


I paſſe oner and tel of it no moze, 

He by what meanes the grekes wan ß toun, 
Now Eneas neyther how Inthenoze 
. Ayenſt kyng Pꝛiam coſpired falſe traiſon: 
Neyther howe Ulires gate Paladion. 
The deth of Pꝛiam ne of Eccuba the quene, 
Ne howe Pyꝛtus llewe pong Pollicene. 


Neyther here to wꝛite it is not mine entent, 

Repeyꝛe ofgrekes home in to their coun 

After the cyte at Jipon was bꝛent: 
Neither ok their milchefe they had on the lee, 

Neyther howe Ulires founde Penolope, 

A true wyfe though he were long her fro, 

CThzough al Grece J tan rede of no mo. 


Ok thele matters thus J make an ende, 
What fil of grekes after their viage, 

(To Trop boke tho folke J lend, 
Which haue deſire to ſe the (urpluſage: 
Yowegrekes made fyzſt their paſſage 
Towardes Trop, beſiegynge the cite, 
Rede the ſtoꝛpe pe get us moze of me. 


here ſpeketh Bochas the authour of thys 
boke , agaynſte the ſurquedous pꝛyde 
bol them that truſte in rycheſſe, 
lapeng theſe wozdes 
bnto them. 


E pꝛoude folkes that ſet your affiaſite 
In ſtrength, beaute, oꝛ in bye nobleg, 
Ik ye conſider foꝛtunes variaunce, 
Ind coude a my2rour bekoze pour eyen dꝛeſſe, 
Of kyng Pꝛyam and of his great richeſſe, 
To ſe how he and his childzen all 
From their nobleſle (odainly ben fall, 


ecto2 of knighthode called ſours & wel, 
ad and demure, and famous of pzudence, 
Paris alſo in beaute dyd excell, 
And Helenus in perfyt pꝛouidence. 


CTroxlus in armes had great experience, 


Alſo Deyphebus pꝛeued manly on his fone, 


Pet in ß warre they were llaine euerychone, 


Had not this kyng alſo as I tan deuiſe, 

By noble Yeccuba whiche that was þ quene4 
A doughter called Caſſandza the wyle, 

Her pong ſuſter fayze Pollicene : 


Alas alas what map all ſuch pꝛide mene. 


Foꝛ albeit their renome ſpꝛonge ful far, 
Pet are theſe women deuonred in the war, 


Was he not mighty # ſtrong in all | 
Indhad allo — 2 "oy 
y zt tes + many nges 
And nighe al Ilie vnder his —2 p 
pk ok puiſſante, 
oft renomed of richeſſe and treſours, 8 
Erl that foztune wyth ger charpe oures | 


n that he latte higheſt on his whele 4 


$ blind goddes began him ta aſſaile: 


Her krowarde malie he felte it ful wele, 


olde, his treaſure, fyꝛſt it gan to faple, 
— — — | 


By whych example al pzoud men map ſe, 


Fiu, The 


The firſt boke 


Che vntrue truft,the mutabilite. 


Which in this wozldis lene a founde alday, 
Ja myddes of ſtates in their magnificence, 
Ebbe after ſtoude maketh no delaye: 

But halt her courſe, there is no reſiſtence, 
Che tyde abydeth not foz no violente. 
Eche man þ ſtandeth of chaũges here in dout 
Muſt take his tourne as it cometh about. 


Tet Pꝛiam be to you a clere myʒzrour, 
Pe pꝛoude fol kes that (et your affiaunce, 

In luch glozye whych fadeth as a flour, 

Ind hath of beautie here none attendaunce. 

The wozide to you caſt a ful bitter chaun ce: 

Foꝛ whan ye wene lyt higheſt at full, 

Than wil che ſoneſt pout bꝛight feders pul. 


pe haue warnynges foꝛ to take hede 5H 

By enſample of other, clere # ryght viſible, 
How wozldly blyſſe is medled al wyth dzede, 
And if pour wittes and reaſons be ſencidle, 
Thynge lene at the eve is not incredible. 
Ind al this doctrine is to you in veyne 
It᷑ in pour tyme pe haue no thaunges lene. 


LOherefoze Bochas vnto pour auaple, 

. Ful!t pzudently put you at this iſſue: 

Fyꝛſt of al he giueth you this counſaile, 

To leaue your byces and take pou to vcrtue, 
Ind ſette your truſt al wholy in Jeſu: 

Fez he may beſt in miſchiete heipe at nede | 

Ok woz1dly chaunges that ye the not dzede, 


CHerealſo Jhon Bochas putteth a greate 
pꝛapſynge and commendacion of ſuerty 
that dandeth in pouertie vnder 
thele woꝛdes in len⸗ 
* tence, 


pete great loꝛdchyppes, theſe greate 
dignities 


3 
Ac pete thinge annexed buto þ regaly 
WVyan they ſytte higheſt in their ſees, 
"Ind rounde about ſtante the chiuairy, 
Dꝛede entreth in with paryl and enuy 
Ind dnware chaige,whych none may know 
Dhan foztune wyl make them lout low. 
J 330368 30 00G xt 
They may wel kepe a ſtately houſholde, - 
With a vain truſt their power huld ener laſt, 
Cladintheir mitellof purpul s of golde, 
| n 


And on the whele ok foztune clyme bp faſt, 
Lyke as che myght neuer downe them caſt. 
But aye the clxmbinge higheſt at all, 

Alas the ſozer is theit vayappy fal. 


The fal of Pziamand of Xgamemnon , 
Ought of right moze to be complayned, 
Whan that foztune had pulled them doun, 
Ind of malice hath at them diſdayned, 

Than it they neuer to woꝛchip had attained: 
But thepz fallyng was the moze greuous, 


 Becaule tofoze they were ſo glozious, 


O thou pouert, meke, humble, æ debonapze, 
Whicy that kepelt the lawes of nature, 

Foꝛ ſodayne chaunges thou wilt not diſpaire 
So art thou franchiſed from foztunes lure: 
Ali her aſſautes thou lowly doeſt endure, 
That che may haue no iurildiction, 

To enterupt thy poſſeſſion, 


Thou ſetteſt lytel by al woꝛldly richeſſe. 


Nod by his trealours which bene tranſitoꝛp: 


Thou ſcoꝛneſt the that their eltros dꝛeſſe 
Towarde batapls, foz conqueſt + victozy: 
Thou diſppleſt al chininge of vepne gloꝛp. | 
Laude ot triumphes whych conquerers haue 
w al her pillage, p letſt tjẽ at nogyt, (ſought 


Thou diſpꝛeileſt al ſuperfluitee. 


None infoꝛtune may chaunge thy cozage: 
Ind the Gippes that ſaile by the ſee 

With marchandiſe amonge the flodes rage, 
Their auentures and perillous paſſage, 

XL yfc,hody.goodes,al put in auenture, 
Onelp foz lucre, great richeſſe to recure. 


Ok al ſuch thyng thou takeſt litle hede, 
Noz of the people that maners do purchaſe: 
Noz of pleders whych foz lucre a mede, 
Meyntayne quateis, and queſtes do enbzace, 
Thou thẽ beholdeſt with a ful ſtyl face 

Their (ubtill wozking ſought out fox $ nones 
And ſodainly depart from al atones. 


Chou canſt in litell alſo haue ſuffiſaunce, 
And art content wyth ful mall diſpence, 
Foz thy richeſſe, and thyne haboundaunce, 
Without grutchyng is humble pacience, 
It am man do tothe offence, 

Thou fozgetteſt, and can fozgyne, 

Co the ſuflyſeth ſo thou mayli liue, 


The ltarred heuin is thy couerture, 


of John Bochas 


In ſomer ſeaſon vnder the leaues grene: 
Thou makeſt thy dwellinge a doeſt thy ſelfe 
Ayen great heates of the ſon bene: (aſſure, 
Content w krutes, and water chziſtal clene: 
To ſtaunche thy hiiger,and thy thurſtes (oze, 
After the leaſon, and careſt foz no moze. 


_ eke lyeth the colde wpnters nyght 
2apped in ſtrawe, without copleyning: - 
Without dꝛede, he goeth glad a light, 

And tofoze theues ful merely doth (yng+ 
She gothe alſo without patiſyng, 

Fro lande to lande amonge pooze x riche, 
Foꝛ frende and foe to hym be both plich, 


Moꝛal Senecke recoꝛdeth by waiting, 
Vicheſt of thynges is glad pouerte: 
Euer ok one chere voyde of al grutching, 
Both in ioye and in aduerſite: 8 27 
Though al the woꝛld laſt her liberte, 
Ind her franchiſe tant in ſo greate eaſe, 
That of fredom no man wyll her diſplele, 


She is noꝛice ot ſtudy and of doctrine, 
In vertuous labour doth her diligence: 
And of ſcience whych that ben diuine, 
She is called mother by clerkes in ſentence: 
Of philoſophers molt had in reuerente. 
Foztuneand ſhe lo farre a ſonder vary, 
(That eche to other of cuſtome is contrary, 


Her erthly ioye is foz to liue in peas, 

Hateth tumulte, nopſe, and diſturbaunte: 
Foz her diſciple called zenocrates, 
In wylful pouert ſetholy his pleſaunce. 
Sober ok his pozte,thzough whole attemve- 
Ful many a man by his teching, (raũte, 
Were bꝛought to vertue fro vicious lyuinge, 


His diete was ſo meſurable, 
And deuoyde of ſuperſluite, 1 
That his coꝛage he oy eand ſtable, 
Fro flecheip luſtes he was ſo attempze; 
Reaſon maiſtred his ſenlualite, 

Delyzes vnleful foz to ſet aſyde, 


Duryng his lyfepouert was his gide, 


His abidyng and his conuerſacion 
Was in places that wereſolitary, 

Among trees # welles he bylte him a d6gis, 
With multitude he hated foz to tary; - - 
Fo pouert was his leeretary, | 2:1 -: 
Sober ol his chere and table ofhigentent, 
And in Athenes kyzſtt 


o ſchole he went. 


Ttat᷑.xxxii. 


He was ſo mighty of authozite, 
Rightwyſneſſe,and iuſtyce to oblerue, 

That rightful iuges his ſentẽte toke at gre: 
He coude his mouth and tonge ſo pzelerue, 
That in the temple ones of Minerue 
Without oth vnto his ſentente, 

To that he laide the iuges gaue credente. 


e aſked was among great audience, 

hy he was ſoleine of his daliaunce: 

His anſwere was that neuer foꝛ ſcylence 
Though litel ſpeking he felte no greuance, 
Speche vnaupyſed cauſeth repentaunce: 
And recheles tonges foz lacke of refreyninge, 
To many a manhath be great hinderinge, 


Diogenes true heire and next allied 
To wylful pouert,by iuſt enheritaunce, 
Foz all richeſſe he plainly hath defied: 

To him it was ſo great encomberaunce, 


With woaldiy treaſour to haue aliaunce. 


Dys dwellyng made within a litell tunne, 
Which turned about w concourſe of the lun. 


him elfe refrechig w hete ol Phebus bemes. 


Foz he was content god wote with ful lite: 
Kyng Alexander that coquered at realmes 

Came ridyng downe & gan him ſelfedelyte, 
This philoſopher to le and viſyte. | 


Him ſelfe ſoqueſtred ſole from al the pzees, 
And came alone to ſee Diogenes. 


P2ofered vnto hym great riches a treaſoure, 
Badde him aſke what thyng that he woulde, 


That might him pleaſe oz do to hym ſuccour: 


But of all that he nothinge ne tolde, 

But pꝛaped him ful lowly that he choulde 
Not dzawe fro him that thynge ayen al right 
Which foz to giue lay not in his myght, 


What thyng is that quod Alerander agayne, 
IJ haue by tõqueſt al erthly treſour wune 
The philoſopher ſaid he ſpake in vayne, 
Thou haſte quod he)no loꝛdſh iy of the ſun, 
Thy chadow letteth his bemes fro my tun: 
And ſith thou haſt no power of hys lyght, 
IJ pꝛap the hertely fozbarre me not his lighte. 
Though Ilexãder was myghty ol puiſſance, 
And all the woꝛld had in his demeyne, 
pet was hys reaſon vnder the obepſaunce 
Of llechly luſtes, fettred in a cheine: 
Fo in hys perſon wyl was ſouereyne, 
His reaſon bꝛidled by ſenſualite, 

g Troublynge 


'Troublpng the fredomeofrpght # equite, 


Foz where that wyll hath dominacion 

Jn a pꝛinte, which chould ſuſtayne ryght, 
Ind parctal lauout oppꝛeſſeti his reaſon, 
Ind trouthes titel is boznedoun with myght, 


And equal doome bath ioſi his clerelight, 


Though foz a ſeaſon they ſit in hie cheyzes, 
Their fame Gal fade within a fewe peres. 


In this make J tompariſon, | 
Bytwene Alexander and Diogenes: 

That one endured but a choꝛt leaſon, 

dꝛ that he loued warte moꝛe than pees. 
Ind foꝛ that other was not recheles, 2 
But helde hym content wyth giftes of nature, 
Unto great age his pouert dyd endure, 
Alcrander was flayne wyth poyſone, 

In his triumphes whaa he dyd excell: 

But in a tunne that lay ful low downe, 
Diogenes dꝛanke water of the well. 

And of their end their difference to tel, 


Alexander wyth couctous was blentt. 


The philoſopher wyth litel was content. 


Bleſſed be pouert that may endure longe, 

- Maugre the fraude a daunger of koꝛtune: 
Where as kynges and emperours ſtrong, 
In their cſtate no whyle may contune, 
Ind al vertues rekened in comnne, 
Twene indigence and great habundaunce, 
Is a good meane content with luffiſaunce. 


Foꝛ with great plentye men be not aſſured, 
After their luſt al way to lyue in eaſe: 

Ind though p mẽ great treſure haue retured, 
With their riches they fele many diſeale. 
Loꝛds haue not al thyng that may the pleaſe, 
But hertely toy philoſophers expꝛeſſe, 

Is grettelt treſour twene pouert # riches, 


Fo: this chapiter cheweth a fygure, 
J maner lpkeneſſe,and demonſtracion, 
Howe Diogenes lenger dyd endure, 


Than mighty Sam en byng Laomedor,' - FI 


Do to exemplikpe in concluſion, 
There is moꝛe truſt in vertuous ſympleſle, 
Than in pꝛeſumynge ok vicious falle riches. 


Fo2 the auoutry ot Paris and Heleine,-  _ 
Bꝛought al Trope to diſtruccion:;:n- 
os luxury were alſo meanes tweine, 

p greaes lapd a ſiege to the kowue, 


* SS 0 
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Theky:lt boke 


Ind finally cauſe of their confuſion, 
Toeyther partie loſſe of many a man, 
The groũd conceiued why ty that war gi. 


Lenuoye, 
<l is tragedy pitcous and kamentable, 
ul dolozous to wzite and te expꝛeſſe: 
Tyat wozthy Pꝛiam of kinges moſt notable, 
Was fal in pouert faz al his greatricheges 
Fro kyngly honour in to wzetchedaes; 
From ſceptte #croune, and from his regaly, 


To milchicke bought thzough falle auoutry . 


Mas not foztune froward and dilceuable, 
Foz to ſuffer by her doubleneſſe, 

And by her courſe whyth euer is variable, 
That wozthy Hectoꝛ flour of al pzoweſſe. 
Should vawarly moſt famous ofnobleſſe, 
Be llayne, alas chefe ſtocke of chiualry, 

Fo: a quarel of falſe auoutry 


fl 


Agamemnon accompted incomparable 
Among grekes,foz trouth a right wyſneſſe, 
To gouerne moſt gloꝛious and able, 
Within his paleis, the ſtozye bereth wines, 
His wifeClitimniſtra though her curlednes, 
Aſſented was to murdze hymn of enup, 

Foꝛ the occaſion of falle anoutry, 


pe noble pꝛinces cõceiue howe thaungeable 

Is wozldly honour, thzough vnltedfaſtnes, 
Sith of king Pꝛiam the glozy was vnſtable: 
Fixe in your minde thys mater doth impzeſſe, 
And pour toꝛages knightly doth vpdꝛeſſe: 
Agapue al tytles holdeth champarty, 

Whych appertayneth to falſe auoutry , 


C The:.rir.Chapter. 
Ofmighty Sampſon whiche tolde hys 


, counſayle to Dalyda, wheres 
by he was diſceiued. 


— 


wytneſſe: 
Without weapen he ſlough a fierſe lyon, 
Ind fo2 his enemyes to hym dyd txpꝛeſſe 
His vncouth pꝛoblem anon he gan 


R 4 A mozedeliner, $ byble bereth 


XgaypnePbrliſtines,and ſlougij of the thirty, 
To pape hys pzomplelpoyled th 


ke ** 


of John Bochas: -  Leaf.rriiil, 


His pꝛoblem wagcthe text thus reherſyng Chat they their frutes a their bynes bzent, 
After the letter) in very ſothfaſtneſſe, 


There came out mete of a thynge etynge, Eke by trapſon whan he was ones bound, 
And frothe — — went out (wetnes, Wyth ſtronge coꝛdes (as he lap a ſlepe) 

But hys wyfte of krowarde doublenes, There.iii. M. whych that Sampſon founde, 

Which euer w2ought to his diſauaple, To haue murdꝛed hym oz he toke kepe, 

Of wozthy Damplon tolde the counſayle, Me bzake his bondes and vp anone he lepe: 

. Ok an aſſe he caught a chaule bone, 
What is moze ſtronge than is a lyone And a thoulande he ſlough ol them anone. 
Oꝛ moze ſwete than hony in taſtynge 


But women haue thys conditio (ging He gan to faynt, Ind had a ſodaine luſt 
Of — — — 707 be ind, faded face and chere: 


klecrete 8 whan th ue knowle- 
O thynge their ey ha 


{They bolne | hertes aye freting And god ſent hym to ſtaũche with hys thurſt, 
Outher 75227 oz diſcure, rom the alles tothe water chailtal clere, 
So bꝛitel of cuſtome is their nature, that ſpʒãge out large Iybe a ryuere: 
| Refreſhed his e whych afoze gan dul, 
This was the caſe,the lyon that was deed, yl that he had of water dzonkehis ful. 


Atter he went to Gaſam the citye, 
| , Amõg hys enemys that were of great might 
And whan Samplon therof had a lyght, To his pleſaunce where he dyd le, 
e fantaſied in hys opinion, A full fayze woman, lay wyth her al nyghte, 
ull ſecretly this pꝛopolicion, And on the moꝛowe long o2 it was lyghtr, 


Maugre the watch on his cholders ſquare, 
As pe haue herde,# gan it fozth ole, (The gates ſtrong vp to an hyl he bare, 
(That philiſtines to hym it ſhould expowne: 

Under a payne the trouth to hym vnclole. Ind in a valep whych called was Dozet, 

But wyth hys wike they pꝛiuely gan rown, Ful hote he loued Dalyda the fapze: 


And che on (on gan copleyn. and frowne, On whom his hert was full ſure ſet, 
And fayningiy ſo long vpon hym wep She coude her fayne ſo meke a debonayze, 
That he coud not his colilaple fro her kepe. Make him luth chere whan hi liſt repeyze, 

But J dare tall her Dalida the double, 


Which whan che knewe made no taryeng, 
But plaine and hole he gan it to declare: 
Such double truſt is in their wepynge, 
To kepe their tonges women can — — Of Kazarees ſuch is the gouernaunce: 

Such wepyng wpues puell mote th e, Raſour,neQhere,touchedneuer his heed, 
And al huſbands J pzay god gyue the ſoꝛow, Fozin long growyng lladeth their pleſaunce. 
That cel their counſaile at euyn oz mozowe, And amplon molt myghty of ſubltzce, 

Had al his fozce by inſtuence of heuy 


Cheferote a cauſe ofal his moztal trouble, 
he neuer dzanke wynes whyte ne reed, 


She told thẽ hole che told it thẽ not halfe By heeres weryng b were in nomb n. 
And Sampſon than gan vpon the le; me" 2 > 1 471 3 
It ye not had herde it in my calfe, | arne 

pe chould not haue found it a great whyle. people told foz an vntouth thinge, 
Who map be ſure where womẽn lyſt begrie ? Wherot Sampſon had lo great myght, - 
Though bokes Sipſon of ſo , Dutwarde chewyng by fozxce of hys working: 
Vet durſt he not apenſt hys wyke ollende. But Dalida wyth her falle flatterynge, 

] | | Woulde neuer ſtynt ing euer amonge, 
This mighty pſon did alſo his payne Cyl Ge knewe wherby he was lo ſtrong. 
toon var gar te pr ain, Shelykea ſerpent daryng buder flours 

I an Xx alt t da der Hours 
Ind amyd euerich he let a fyze bronde. On lykea wozmethat wzotethinatre, 
And as they ran in Phyliſtines ond, Oz lyke an addzeofmanyfolde colours, 
So furioully dy anddowne they went, Righte true apperinge argen dee 
p — © | | Foz 


| 


| 


& .« + 
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Foꝛ chꝛowoded was her mutabilite, 
With lowltheed and a fapze pzetence, 
Ok true menynge vnder kalle apparence. 


He ment troth and che was variable, 

He was faithful and che was vntrewe: 
He was ſtedfaſt and che was vnſtable, 
His truſt aye one, he loued thinges newe, 

She weared colours ot many diuers hewe: 

In ſtede of blewe which ſtedfaſt is a clene, 

She loued chaunges of many diuers grene. 


But to purpoſe fo2 tocondilcende, . 
Vhan ſhe of Sampſon knewe al the pꝛiuite, 
Her kalcheed Goztly foz to compꝛehende, 
She made hym llepe ful ſoft on her kne, 
Anda charpe ralour after that toke e, 
Shofe of his heeres large d of great length 
Whereby alas he loft all his ſtrength, 


Domage in erth is none (ogreuoug, 
As an enemy which that is lectee: 
No: peſtilenre none ſo perilous, 
As falſneſſe woher it is pztuee , 
And ſpecially in feminitee. 
Foz if theyz wyues be founde variable, 
Where all hulbandes fynde other ſtable: 


Thus Sipſon was by Dalida diſceined, 

She coude fo well ftatter, fozge, and fapne: 

Which Philiſtines whan thet haue töcepued, 
. Unwarelyboſid hym in a myghty cheyne, 

Caſt him inpziſon, put out his eyen twapne, 

And of diſpite after as J fynde, 

It their quernes made hym foz to grynde. 


, 'Theimadea feaſt ftately and ſolempne, 
Whan they had al this traiſon wzought: 
And to rebuke him, tozne him, æ condempne, 
Blinde Sampſon was afoze them bzought, 
Which greued ful ſoze in his thought, - 
Caſt he dyd pꝛiuely in his minde, (finde. 
Tauenge hys blyndneſſe ſome maner way to 


And whan he had thus bethought hymlong, 
he made a chude hym pꝛinely to lede, 
To two poſtes, large, ſquare, and ſtronge, 
Enbzaced them, oʒ any man toke hede: 
And gan to chake the without feare oz dzede; 
So ſturdely among hys fone al, 
That the temple is them fal, 


Thus he was auenged on his kone, Ox, 
Which that failely dyd agaynehym ftryne: © Sy ſubtyl crakethat thinge torecure, 


The fitlt bone 


Slough in hys dyeng, god wote many one, 
Moꝛe than he dyd euer afoze in hys lyue. 
And he was allo, the date to diſcriue 

In Jſrael(the Byble is myn auctour) 
Twenty pere they; iudge and gouernour. 


CLenuoye, 


ys tragedy gyuethan euſdence, 
o whom me al they? coũleil out 

=_}Zdvfrure; 57 
Foz recheles tongesfoz lacke ol pꝛuͤdence, 
=_ do great harme to many a treature. 

han harme is done ful harde it is to recure 
Beware by Sip(s your coſiſaile wel to kepe 
Let Dalida complaine,crye and wepe, 


Whilom Sampſon foz manhode x pzudence 
J(rael had in gouernance and cure, 
Daunted Lyons thzough his magnifycence, 
Made on a thouſande a diſconfiture: 

But hys molt perilous auenture, 

Was whan he lay with Dalida to ſlepe, 
Whych faiſiy coude complayne,crye # wepe. 


Penoble pzinces concepue the ſentence; 


Ok thys ſtoꝛy remembzed in ſcripture, 


Howe that Sampſon of wylful negligence, 
Was chauen c ozne,diffaced his fygure: 
Kepe your coceytes bnder couerture, (crepe, 
Suffre no nightwoꝛme within your cotiſatle 
ThoughDalida cõplapne, crye and wepe. 


Che. xx. Chapiter. 


A chapter of Bochas diſcriuyng the 
maliceof women. 


Pne aucthour Bocas reioyſed in hys 
ſpue, | 
V dare not ſaye whether it was com⸗ 


Ok theſe women the malite to dy ue, 


Generallp, and wꝛit (it is no fable) 

Ok theyꝛ nature how they ben variable, 
And howe their malice beſt by euidence 
Is know to them that haue experience, 


They ran afozce them al day men may ſe, 
By (ynguler fredom and dominacion, 
Ouer men to haue ſoueraynte, 

And kepe them lowe vnder lubiection: 
And ſoze labour in their opinion 


Whych 


which is to them denied ol natur. 


Bochas affirmeth and holde it foz no tale... 
Ice wane frehnes ofcolaur, 


And haue their face J awne, Iwerte, and pale, 


Anone they do their diligent laboure 
In ſuch anede to helpe and do ſocour - 
Their riueled ſkyn abꝛode to dzawe # ſtrain, 
Fo2ward froiices to make the(moth# plain. 


Ik no redneſſe in their chekes be, 
Noz no lilyes dilectableand white, 

Than they take tencreaſe their beaute, 
bd Eende artery they — = — r 
kynde fay e ſu to t 
They can by craft ſo foz them ſelfe diſpole, 
Shewe rednes, though there be no role. 


And foz to ewe their face faire and bayghte, 
With hote ſpices and oyntementes ſote, 
They can by craft counterfete a ryght: 

Take in ſuch caſemany anholſome rote. 
Where kinde faileth connynge can do bote. 
Ik theyꝛ bꝛeſtes bp to hye them dꝛeſſe, 

(They ci ful wel the boſſynge downe repꝛeſle. 


And if they be to ſoft oz to tendz2e, (round: 
They haue connyng to make them harde and 
Their cozines they caneke make ſlcndze, 
With poynant ſauces ben in phiſike foũde, 
Their ſubtel wittes in ſleigytes ſo habound, 
Thynge d iscroked oꝛ wrong in mãs ſyght, 
To make it ſeine as it went vp ryght. 


They haue ſtrictoꝛies too make theyꝛ ſkyn to 
Wꝛought ſubt illy of gõmes & of glaire, (ine 
Craftylyes to dye their heer cytryne, 
Diſlilled waters to mae them leme fayze, 
Fumigactons to rectiły the ayze, - 
Stomagers and freche confections, 
To repꝛeſſe falſe exhalacions. 

| 7 2 


Ok al theſe things Bochas hath molt dilpite, 
Phan theſe veckes farre pꝛon in age, 
Within them elfe haue vaine glozy x delite, 
Foꝛ to be fayze and paynt their viſage: - 
eee 
ye collou e #frethe e, 
Donxme frete ſtockeg foz to make ſeme newe. 


Their ſlak ſkyn by trafte abꝛode is fireined, 

_ Lyke an ozenge fromthe galey bzought: 
Riche relikes about their necke is cheined, 

Golde bps golde w perle # ſtones wzought, 


of John Bothas 


Leaf.rrilitt, 


And 5 their colour outward apeire nought 


w winde oz ſun vhich chuld thẽ tein oz fade, 
Foz vnkinde beates they vien Citrinade, 


What ſhould J wzite their bncouth deſiers, 


1 _ Dumtyme frowardeſityme debonayze⸗ 


Imageninge ſondꝛy freche attiers, 
Contriued ot newe many thouſand papꝛe. 
Diuers deuiſes to make them ſeme fayze: 
In their appoꝛt by counterfayte lykenes 
Foxztoreſemble Weaus the goddeſſe, 


Ok one deniſe they holde them not apayde, 
They muſt eche day haue a ſtraunge wede: 
Ik any be better than other arayed, (blede. 
Ok frowarde grutchynge they fele their herte 
Foz eneryche thynketh verely in dede 

I moꝛow pꝛieng in a myꝛrour bzyght, 

Foz tobe faireſt in her owne ſight, 


They can their eyen and their lokes dꝛeſſe 


To dꝛawe folkes by ſleightes to their ture, 
And ſome whyle by their frowardnes 

Ind fayneddaunger they can of men recure 
What euer they lyſt, ſuch is their auenture: 
Igaynſt whole (letghtes foꝛce noꝛ pꝛudence 
Map not auaple to make reſiſtence. 


With conſtraint wepyng, e foꝛged ftatery, 
Subtyll ſpeche, ferced with plelaunce, 

And many falle diſſimuled malady 
Though i their hertes they fele no greuaũte, 
Ind with their couert ſobze daliaunce, 
Though vnderneth the double ſerpent dare, 
Ful many one they haue bzoght i their ſnare, 


Olwetnes ful ofmoztalitie, 

Serpentyne wyth a pleſant viſage, 
UnRtable toy ful of aduerſite, 

O molt chaungeable of hert and ofcozage, 
Jn thy deſires hauyng thys auauntage, 
What euer thou lyſt to daunt and oppzeſſe, 
Such is thy fraũches, Bocas bereth witnes. 


Ok nature they tan in many wyſe, a 
Ok mightyg the power wel aſlake, 


What wyt ot man tan compas o2deuiſe, | 
Their ſleighty wyles dare well vndertake, 
Ind it them lyſt theron an ende make: 
Fro this conceite who ſo that diſcozde 
A thouſande ſtoꝛies the reders can accoꝛde. 


Remembzing firſt how Hertules ſronge 
ga 7. Bd Was 


Was bzought by women to his deſtruction: 
The quene Clitimniſtra dyd alſo great wz6g 
To murder her lozde kynge Agamemnon. 
Dalyda alſo betrayed Dampſon, 
Imphioꝛax lane depe downe in to hell, 
Bicauſe his wife his counſaile did out tell, 


It nedeth not make mencion | 
Though Phillis died thzough impatience, 
Ok longe abidinge of her Demophoon, '- 
No howe that Niſus kyng of Wagarence 
Was by his doughters curſed violence 
Unwarely murdzed,in Ouide it is told, 
YVOyi fro his head che ſtale p̊ heate of golde. 


Bochas reherſeth of wpues many one, 
Which in their werkinge were ful cõtrarius: 
But among all he wziteth there was one. 
Quene of Aſlirpe a wyfe to kyng Ninug, 
And by diſcent doughter to Neptunus, 
Semiramis called in her dayes, 
Which of all men woulde make aſſapes. 


She nouther (pared ſtraunger ne kynred, 
Het ovone (on was not ſet aſyde: | 
But wyth him had knowledgyng in dede, 
Ok whych the ſelaũder went about ful wyde, 
Foz wyth one man ſhe could not abyde, 
Such a falſe luſt was vpon her fall, 

In her co:age to haue a do wythal. 


Ind truely it doth my wyt appal, 

Ok thrs matter to make reherlaile: 

It is no reaſon to atwyte women al 
Though one oꝛ two whplom dyd fapyle, * * 
It ſitteth not noꝛ it may not auaile 

Them to rebuke that perfit ben and gode, 
Ferre out ok iopnt though (ome other ſtode. 


The rich Rubye noz the Saphire Inde 

Be not appayꝛed ot their freche beautie, 
Though among ſtones me toũterfetes fynd: 
And ſemblably though ſome women be 
Not wel gouerned after their degre, 

It not diffaceth nozdoth no violence, 

To them that neuer dyd m their life offence, 


The whytelillye noz the holſome roſe 
Non violettes ſpꝛede on bankes thicke, 
Their ſwetnes whych outwarde they vncloſe 
Is not appey:ed with no weedes wycke, - 
And though p bzeres # many a croked ſticke 
SGrowe in gardens among the floures fapze, 
They map the vertue ot herbeg not apapꝛe. 


The kyꝛſt boue 


And ( J dare lap) that women vertuous 
Ben in the vertue(of pzice)moze cõmendable 
Than there be ſome rekened vicious, 

And of their liuinge founde allo ſtable. 

Good women ought not be partable of 
Df their treſpaſſe, noꝛ their wycked dede, 
But moze comended foz their womanhed , 


| What is appay2ed of Helter the mekenes, 


Though p Scilla was ſturdy  vengeablez 
No! of Alcele the perkite ſtedfaſtnes 
Is not eclipſed;but moze acceptable, 
Though Clitimniſtra was founde variable: 
Lyke as whi clouds their blaknes do decline 
Phebus w his beames doth moze clere ſhine, 


Ful many one haue clene ben al their lyue, 
Undefouled kept their virginitie: 

And fome coude ag ainſt al vices ſtriue, 
Them to conletue in perfit chaſtitie, 
Deuoyde of chaung and mutabilitte . 
Thogh ſite other haue ther againe treſpaſed, 
The laude ot them is not ther with diffaſed, 


Ind who euer ot malice lyſt accuſe 

Theſe lely women touchynge variaunce, 
Let them remembꝛe # tn their wyttes muſe 
Men be not ay ſtable in their conſtaunce: 

In this wozlde there is no perſeueraunce, 
Chaunge is ay founde in men # women both 
On outher party be they neuer ſo wꝛoth. 


No man chould the vertuous atwite 

Jn ſtede of him that did the treſpace , 

Noz foz a thefe a trewe man indite 

Nox foꝛ the gylty an Innocent manace: 
Good and wycked abyde in euery place, 
Their pꝛice, their lacke, let them be reſerned, 
To outher party as they haue deſerued, 


Though Jhon Bochas in his opinion 
Agaynſt women lyſt a pꝛoceſſe make, 
(They that ben good of condicion 

Shoulde apenſt it no maner quarel take 
But lightly,paſſe and their ſleues hake: 
Foꝛ againe good he nothinge made 

Who can concepue theffect of this balade, 


Che. xxi. Chapter. 
The excuſe of Bochas foꝛ his waiting 


ayenſt miſgouerned women, 
in ſted ol a Lenuoy, 


of John Bochas. 


F. women all that ſhall beholde and 
| WA lee, 


This chapiter, and the pꝛoces rede, 

pe that ben good founde in youre de⸗ 
gree, 

Ind vertudus both in thought and dede, 

Fohyat Bochas ſapeth take ye no hede: 

Fox his wꝛitinge if it be diſcerned, 

Js not agayne them that be well gouerned. 


Foz though it fall that one two oz thze 

Haue done amilſſe,as therof god fozbed , 
That other wome whych ſtable a faifhful be, 

Should be atwited of their vngoodlyhede: 

But moꝛe comended foꝛ their womanhed. 

Foz this ſcripture if it be concerned, 

Is agayne them that be not well gouerned, 


A called hozſecthe ſoth if ye liſt ſe) 

Who toucheth hi boweth his backe foꝛ dꝛede, 
And who is knowe vntrue in his countre, 
Shiinketh his hoznes whi me ſpcke of fall⸗ 
But good women haue fullitelnede (hede, 
To grutch oz frowne whan þ truth is lerned. 
Thoughe there be (be Þ be not wel gouerned, 


Of Dalida and quene Paſiphae 

Though doublenes dyd their bzidell lede, 
pet of Lucrece and Penolope, 

The noble fame ab2ode doth chyne a ſpꝛede: 
Out of good coꝛne me may the darnel wede, 
Women rebuhke in their defautes querned, 
And not touch them that be wel gouerned. 


Che. xxi. Chapter. 


COf myghty Pyꝛrus that ſloughe 
Pollicene, whyche foꝛ hys pꝛyde 
and auoutry dyed in pouerte, 
llapne at the laſt by 0 
| Hozeltes, 


+1 Ochas muſynge in hys remem- 

222 bzaunte, . 

And conliderynge in his fantaſy, 

= The vnlure truſte of wozidely va⸗ 
riaunce, 

Ok men # women the chaunge and the folp: 

The ſame tyme he ſa we a company 

Of myghty pꝛintes ful pitoully wepynge, 

To hym appere their foztune complaining. 


Leaf.ritv, 


Among other that put them lclfe in pꝛeaſe, 
Of mighty Pirrus fy2ft he had a light: 
That was the ſon of wozthy Achilles, 
Among Grekes the moſt famous knight, 
Moſt commended of manhode x of might. 
Son and nexfheire as bokes (pecifye, 

Ok Pelleus kynge of Theſlalie, 


This Achilles ful manly of his herte 
Hurt of Yectoz and his wounde grene, 
Slough Yectoz after oz he dyd aduert : 
The whiche Achilles foz loue of Pollicene, 
By compaſſing of Heccuba the quene, 
Under treaty this grekes champton, 

Das ſlayne of Parts within T roy toun, 
Whoſe deth to auenge, P pꝛrus in his tene 
Furioully with face deed and pale, 4 
Slough afterward the ſayde Pollicene, 
And diſmembzed her on peices (male: 
Whiche fozto heare is a piteous tale, 
That a knight ſo vengeable was in dede, 
To llee a mayde quakynge in her dꝛede. 


He toude foꝛ Ire on her no mercy haue, 
But with his werde moſt furious x wode, 
Merciles vpon his fathers graue, 

L yke a tiraunt he ed her chaſte blond: 

The dede hoꝛrible diffaced his knighthode, 
That to this day the ſclaunder and diffame, 
By newe repoꝛt reboundeth on his name. 


oetes lap, and ſpecially Ouide 


zites whan Grekes fro Troy ſhuld laile. 


Howe their ſhyppes by an anker dyo ryde, / 
Ok their purpole which long dyd the fail e: 
But in this whyle he maketh re herſaple, 
Out of the erth manacynge of chere, 

Ot Achilles an ymage dyd appere. 


To grekes ſayde wpth a deedly face: 

I fele well mine honour and my glozy, 

And my nobles ful lyghtly foꝛth doth pace 
Unkynde people, out ot your memoy. 
Whych by me had your conqueſt and vyctoꝛp, 


- Pour denoyze doth Pollicene to tate, 


And on my graue a ſacrifice to make. 


Wyth her blode, loke pe ſpare nought 
To ſpꝛing it about my ſepulture: (bought, 
Thus blode foz blode wyth vengeance chalde 


Ind foz my death the death che muſt endure, 


G. ii. 3 And 
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_* Thefirſt boke 


And hole the maner of thys anenture, 
Ind howe the dyed, in her maydenhead, 
Methamoꝛpholeos þ pꝛoceſſe ye map rede. 


In haſty vengeaunce ſet was al hys ioye, 
W thurſt vnſtaũched Troyan blode to chede, 
De llough Pꝛiam the wozthy kyng of Troy : 
And into Grete wyth hym he dyd lede 
Andꝛomada, the ſtozy ye map rede, 

Weded her, and after in certaine, 

By him che had wozthy ſonnes twapne. 


But in repayꝛyng home to his coũtre, 

As Eolus dyd hys chyppes dzpue, 

ynde he was a pirat of the ſe: 

And into Grete whan he dyd arpue, 
Foztune vnwarely gan agayne him ſtrpue, 
Fozſoke hys wyfe let her lyue alone, 
Toke another called Hermione 


Which was that tyme in mariage 
To Hoꝛeſtes ſon of Agamemnon: 
And he alas of loues wylful rage, 
Tode her by fozce to hys poſſeſſion, 

But of auoutry foloweth this guerds, 
Sodapne deth, pouerte, oz ſhame, 
Open diſclaũder, great miſchefe oz diffame, 


Eke in hys tyme thys Pirrus as J rede, 
Fyll into milchefe and great pouerte: 
Ind wyth ſuch mepny as he dyd lede, 
He was a rouer, and robbed on the ſee, 
And as poetes reherſe,ye may ſe, 

Ok ſuch robbyng by ſclaũder and diffame, 


This woꝛde Pirate of Pirrus toke þ name. 


And as the ſtoꝛpe after doth deuiſe, 
The layde Horeſtes gan ſpkerly eſpye, 
Wher that Pyzrus dyd ſacrifyce 
Tofoze Appollo, that god to magnify : 
Full vawarely Yozeſtes of enup, 


Toke a Garpe cherde oz Ppzrus coud aduert 


Wher that he ſtode #-rofe hym to the hert, 


This was the.fyne of Pyzrus in ſubſtance, 
Fo2 al his pꝛyde and great pzelumcion: 


Ok falſe auoutry foloweth thys — — 
on. 


Loſſe ot ſome membꝛe, pouerte, oꝛ 
Oz hateful ſclaundze by ſome ton, 


Oz ſodayne deth,Goztiy in ſentence, 
Complete in Pyzrus,by ful clere eupdence, 


But wo alas his ſuſter muſt abide, 


COf Machapꝛe and of hys 
(uſter Cas 
nace, — 


4 


Fter thys Pyzrus came Canace 
the faire, 
v4 Ceares dyſtyllynge froher exen 


pe was her bzother and her loue alſo, 


As the ozie plainely doth declare: 

Ind in a bedde they taye eke bothe two, 
Reaſon was none why they would ſpare, 
But loue that cauſeth wo and eke welfare, 
Gan agapne kynde (o traungely deupſe, 
That he her wombe made lodenly to ryſe. 


And finally mpne authour beareth wytnes, 
I childe the had by her owne bzother, 

Which excelled in fanour and fayzenes, 
Foz lyke to hym of beaute was none other, 
But of their lone ſo gyded was the rother, 
That Caribdis twene windes ful contrayze, 
Hath Canace diſtroied, and Machapyze. . 


| Foz whan their father the maner dpd eſpe, 


Ok their wozkyng whych was ſo hozible, 
Foz yzealmoſl he fel in frenſy, 
Whych foz to appeſe was an impoſſible: 

Foz the mater was frowardeand odible, 
Foz whiche plainely deuoyde of al pite, 
Upon their treſpas he would auenged be, 


Thecauſe knowen the father anone right, 
Caſt foz their deth ofrigour to pzouide: 

Foz whych Machaire ſtedde out of his ſight 
Ind from his face his pzeſence gan to hide, 


MWercileſle koꝛ their hateful treſpale, 
And ſuffre deth there was none other grace. 


Firſt her father a tharpe ſwerde to her ſent, 
In token of deth foz a remembꝛaunte, 

Ind whan che wiſt p!aineiy what he ment, 
And conceined his rigozous oꝛdinaunce: 


Whyth whole pur pole to obey his eſaunce N 


e grutched not, but lowly ofentent 
Lpkea me xe doughter to his delire alſents 


But oz che dyed che caſt foz to waite 

A lytell letter to her bzother dere, 

A deedly complaynt to ſhewe a endite, 
With pale face and a moztal chere. 

The (alt teares from hereyenclere, 
With pitous ſobbing fet fro her herts bzinke, 
Diſtillyng downe to tẽpꝛe with her ynke, 


Che. xxb. Chapiter. 
¶ Cye letter ot complaynt of Ca⸗ 


nace, to her bꝛother 
Machayze, 


ZzA\Diltres, 1 (lc ſapde 
Too her bꝛother full pytoullye che 
Caule ot my ſoꝛowe, rote of my heupneſſe, 
That whilõ was chefe ſours of my gladnes, 
Ii both our iopes by wyl were ſo dilpoled, 
Under one key our herts to be vncloſed. 


| 


Whilom thou were ſuppozte and ſpkernes, 
Cheke reiopſyng of my woꝛldly pleſaunce: 
But now thou art ground of my ſicknes , 
Wel of wanhope, and my deedly penaunte: 
Which haue of ſoꝛow gretteſt habũdaũte 
That euer yet had any creature, 

Which mult foz loue the deth, alas, endure. 


Thou were whylõ my blyſſe # al my truſt, 
Souerapne confozt,my ſozowes to appele: 
Spꝛing and wel of all my hertes luſt, 
And nowe alas chefe rote of my diſeaſe, 
But it my deth myght do the any eaſfe, 

O bꝛother myne in remembꝛaũce ok twaine, 


Deth hall to me be pleaſure # no payne. 


My cruel father moſt vnmerciable, 
Oꝛdayned hath cit nedes muſt be lo) 

In his rigour heis ſo vntretable, - 

Al mercileſſe he wyll that it be do, 

That we algate ſhall dye both two: 

But J am glad ſith it may be none other, 
Thou art eſcaped my beſt beloued bꝛother. 


This is myne ende I may it not altert, 
O bzother myne there is no moze to lap, 


ok John Bochas 


ut of her ſowne whan che abzeyde, 
N Knowyng no meane but deth in her 
> 


Leaf. xxxri 


Lowly beſechinge the with al my hole hert, 
Foz to temembꝛe ſpecially J pzey, 7 
Ifit befali my litel ſonne to dey, 25 
That Þ maiſt after ſome mynde on vs haue, 
Sultfre vs both to be buried in one graue. 


J yolde hi lireitiy atwene my armes twaine; 


Thou # nature layde on me this charge: 
He gyltleſſe wyth me muſt ſuffre payne, 
And ſith thou art at fredom and at large, 


Let kyndnes our loue not ſo diſcharge, 


But haue a mynde where euer that thou be 
Ones a dap vpon mp chylde and me. 


On the and me dependeth the treſpace, 
Touchyng our gylt and our great offence: 
But welawaye moſt angelyke of face, 
Our chylde pong in his pure innocence, 
Shal agaynſt right ſuffre dethes violence. 
Tender of lymnmes.god wote full giltleſſe, 
The goodly fayze Þlieth here ſpechleſſe. 


A mouth he hath, but woꝛdes hath he none, 
Can not c6plaine,alas,toz none outrage, 
Noz grutcheth not, but lyeth here alone 
Styllas a lambe moſt meke of his viſage: 
What hert of ſtele coude do to hym domage, 
Oꝛ (uffre hym dye beholdyng the manere, 
And loke benigne of his two eyne clere: 


O thou my father to cruell is thy wꝛeche, 
Harder of hert. than any tigre oz lyon: 

To lee a chylde that lyeth wythout ſpeche; 
Uovde of all mercy and remiſſion, 

Ind on his mother haſte no compaſſion, 
Dis youth cõſidered w lyppes ſoft as ſiltze 
Wyych at my bꝛeſt lyeth # ſouketh mylke; 


Js any (0z0w remẽbꝛed by wꝛyting 

Unto my ſoꝛouful ſighes comparable: 

Oz was there euer creature lyuyng —o 
That felt ofdole a thinge moze lamentablez 
Foz confoztleſſe and vnrecurable 


Are thilke heaped ſoꝛowes full of tage. 


Which haue with wo oppꝛeſſed my cozrage; 


Reken all my milcheues, in eſpecial 
Ind on my miſchefe remembze a haue mynd: 
My loꝛd my father is my enemy moꝛtal, 
Experience ynough thereof J finde. 
Foz in his purſute he hath left behinde, 
In diſtruccion ofthe my chyld and me, 
Al tuth, al mercy, and fatherly pite, 


And 


f The kyꝛſt boke 


And the my bꝛother auoyded from his ſight, 
Whiche in no wyſe his grace mayſt attayne: 
Alas that rigour, begeaunce a cruel right, 
Shoulde aboue mercy be lady ſouerayne, 
But crueltie doth at me lo diſdayne, 

That thou my bꝛother my childe alſo J 
Shall dye exyled,alas from all mercy. 


My father whylom by many a ſondzy ligne 
Was my ſocour and ſuppoztacion, 

To the and me moſt gracious and benigne, 
Out wozldly gladnes oure conſolarion; 
But loue # foztune hath tourned vplodoun 
Our grace, alas, our welfare x our fame, 
Hard to recure ſo (claundzed is our name. 
Spot of diffaming is harde to wathe away , 
Whan nopſe abzode do folke manace: 

To hynder a man thepz may be no delay, 
Foz hateful fame flpeth far in hoꝛt ſpace: 
But ot vs twapyne there is none other grare, 
Saue onely deth, and after deth, alas, 
Eternal ſclaunder. of vs thus ſtant the caag, 


Whõ Hal we blame ot who al we atwite, 
Our greate offence [ith we mape it not hyde 2 
F eoꝛ our excuſe repoztes to reſpyte 

Meane is there non? except the God Cupide: 
And though he woulde foz vs pzouyde, 
In thys mater to be our chefe refuge, 
Poetes lap he is blynde to he a iudge. 


He is depaynt lyke a blynde archere, 

To marke aryght fayling diſcrecion: 

Yoldynge no meaſure nouther fer noz nere, 

But lyke foztunes diſpolicion, 

Al vpon hap voyde of al reaſon. 

Isa blynd archer w arrowes (harp ygroid, 
Df auenture yeueth many a moztal wounde, 


It the and me he wꝛongly dyd marke, 

Felly to hynder our fatal auentures. 

As karre as Phebus yneth in hys arke, 

To make vs reſuſeto al creatures, 
Called vs twayne vnto the wofull lures 

| Otfdiffame,whych wyll depart neuer, 

By newerepozte the noyle encreſyng euer. 


| Odious fame with lwikt wynges ſtyeth, 
Blut al good fame enuy doth reſtrapne: 
SEche man of other the dekautes ſeeth, 
Pet on his owne no man wyl complayne, 


And than her father moſt cruel ok entent, 


Concludeth on miſchefe g furious crueltie. 


But al the woꝛlde dut tryeth on vs twapne. 
Whole hateful ire by vs may not be quemed, 
Foz J muſt dye my father hath ſodemed. 


Now farwel bꝛother, to me it doth ſuffice 
To dye alone foz our both ſake : 

And in my moſt faithful humbly wyſe, 

Unto my dethward thogh J trimble #quake, 
Of the loꝛ euer now my leaue I take. 

Jad ones a pere fozget not but tatze hede, 
My fatal dap this letter foʒ to rede. 


So ſhalt p haue of me ſome remẽbꝛaunte, 
My name empzinted in thy kalendere, 

By teherſaple of my deedly greuance: 
Weareblack that day a make a doleful chere. 
And whan thou comeſt # halt apꝛoch nere 
My ſepulture, I pꝛay the not diſdaine 

Upon my graue ſome teares foz to rayne. 


Waityng her letter wꝛapped all in dꝛede, 

In her ryght hande her pen gan to quake: 
Ind a charpe ſwerde to make her hert blede, 
In her litt hand her father hath her take. 
And her moſt ſoꝛow was foꝛ her chil des (ake 
Upon whole face in her barme ſlepyng, 

Ful many a teare ſhe wepte in complapning. 


After al thys, ſo as che ſtode and quoke, 

Her chylde bcholdig amyd her paynes ſmert: 
Without abode the Garpe [werde che toke, 
Ind roue herſeifeeupn to the hert. 
Her chyld fil downe which myght not aſtert, 
Hauyng no helpe to ſoctour hym noꝛ laue, 

But in her bloud him lelfe began to bathe, 


Badde that the childe houlde anone be take, 
Ok cruel houndes in haſte foz to be rent, 

And be deuoured foz hys mothers lake: 

Of thys tragedy thus y_ J make, 

The pꝛoceſſe of whypch men may rede x ſe 


Remembzynge fy2ft as made is mencion, 
owe that Py2rus delited hym in dede 
Troye was bꝛought to diſtruction, 
With cruel\werde Tropan blode to hede. 
But of ſuch ſlaughter le here the cruel mede. 
ryght requyzeth by vnware violence, 


As 
Blode chedde foz blode is kinall recõpence. 


Lenuope 


of John Bochas: A cat. xxxbii. 


CLenuoye, | So impoꝛtable was his punicion, 

v Han (urquedy oppzeſſed hath pitie Pl haſte pꝛoceadyng to their deſtruction, 

Wand mekenesis vb tyzanny bozedoun = YLOozſein his yzeas it was well lene, 
Agapne all ryght, then haſty crueltie Than cruell Pyzrus whiche flewe Policenez 
To be vengeable maketh no delation, 2 | | 
What foloweth therof by good aſpection, Noble pꝛinces, pꝛudent and attempze, 
Se an example how Pyzrus in his tene Deferre vengeaunce of high dilcrecion: 
Okhatetull yze ſlough ponge Pollicene, Tyll pour pꝛe ſumwhat alwaged be, 

„ ö Do neuer of doome none exe cuſion. 

Kynge Eolus to outragious was parde, Foz hate and rancour pertur ben the reaſon 
And to vengeable in his entencion: Ok haſty iudges, moꝛe ok entent vnclene, 
Agaynſt his childzen, Machaite, à Canace, Than cruell Pyzrus whych lewe Policencz 


C Thus endeth the firſte 


N © Wooke. G. iii. 


7 


O ſome folke,parcaſe it would ſeme 
7 5 (Touchig 8̊ chaũges a mutabilities, 


By me rehearſed 5̊ thet might deme 


— — Tenn pulſed bes heir res 
oun their ſe 
Thele tragedies ought inough (uffiſe, 


In complaynyng which ye haue heard deuile 


The piteous, the pꝛoceſſe lamentable, 
Vopde ot iope, all gladnes and plealaunce, 
A. thing to greuous and to impoztable, 
VPhere as no mirth is medled with greuaũce: 
All vpon complaynt ſtandeth the alyaunce, 


Moſt whan foꝛtune, who Þ her courle knewe 


Chaungeth olde iopes into ſozowes newe. 


Foz vnto him that neuer wiſt of wo, 
Kemembzaunce of his olde gladneſſe 
Whan his welfare and pleaſaunce is go, 
Ind neuer afoze knewe ofheauines, (nes 
Such vnware chatig.(luch vncouth wꝛetched 
Cauleth in pꝛices thzough new dedly trouble 
After their falling their (ozowes to be double. 


Olde examples of pꝛynces that haue fall, 
Their remebꝛaunte of new bꝛought to minde 
Map be a myꝛroꝛ to eſtates all, 
How they in vertue ſhall remedies finde, 
To eſchue vyces of ſuch as were made blind: 
From lodapn fallyng the lelues to pꝛeſerue, 
Long to c6tune and thanke of god deſerue, 


The fal of one is a cleate lanterne 

To teach another what he chall eſchue: 
Peryll ok one, is (who ſo can dilcerne) 
Schole and doctrine from peryli to remue. 
As men deſerue ſuche guerdon muſt (ſue: 
In vice noz vertue no man map God decepue 
Like their deſertes their mede they receyue. 


Who foloweth vertue lengeſt doth perſeuer, 
Be it inriches, be it in pouertye: | 
Light of trouth his clerenes kepeth euer, 
Igapne the aſſautes of all aduerlitie. 

Uertne is cauſe of long pꝛoſperitie. 

Fnd whan pzinces fro vertue downe decline, 


Their fame is zouded vnder ß cliptike line 


Foz falſe foꝛtune twhiche turneth as a ball, 
Of vnware chaũges though men her atwite 
It is not che that yaue pzynces the fall, 

But vycious liuyng playnly to endyte: 
Though God aboue full oft them reſpyte, 
Longe abideth and dothe his grace lende, 


The P2ologue ot 


> 


* 


Leat᷑.xxx viii 
Co this entent they oulde their life amende. 


Foz their welfare and their abidyng longe, 
Who aduertiſeth, dependeth not on chaunce: 
Good life # vertue maketh the to be ſtronge, 
And them aſſureth in long per ſeueraunte. 
Vertue on foztune maketh a defiaunce, 

That foztune hath no domination, 

Whec noble pzinces be gouerned by reaſon, 


But ſuche as lift not cozrected be, Z 
By example of other foz bycioug gouernaace; 
And fro their vyces lift not fox tofiye, 
Ik they be troubled in their hygh puiſſaunce, 
They arette it to foʒtunes bariaunce, 
Touchyng the gyltes that they did vie 
Their demerites full falfly excuſe. 


Uertue conſerueth pzynces in their glozp, 
And conftrmeth their dominations: 

And vytes put their pꝛynce out of memory, 
Foꝛ their treſpaces and their tranſgrefliong 
And in all ſuche ſodayne mutacions 

They can no refute noꝛ no better ſuccoure, 
But agapne foztuneto make thcir clamour. 


Wake an out crye ofher doubleneſſe, 

As no gylt were in their owne dede: 

Thus vntruly they tall her a goddeſſe, 
Which litle 02 nought may helpe at ſuch a nede 
But if they had god in loue and d2ede, - 
[Truſted his lozd(hyp,in hart, will, a thought 
They ſhould foztane playnl let at nought. 


Euidence full expert and palpable, 


To loꝛe rehearſed tolde of diuerg ages: 
BAS vapne and full vnſtable, 

Dith difeeytes double of their byſages, + - 
Shewyng to pꝛynces firme of their cozages, - 
By theſe enſamples howe & in what wyle, 
By others fallyng they (hal the ſelfe chaſtiſe. 


Sygnes chewed and tokens in heauen, 
Diuers cometys,and conſtellations, 
D2eadfuli thunder fearfull firy leauen, 
Rumours in earth, and great diſcencions, 
Dilobeyſaunce in ſundzy regyons, 

Sbhewen cramplescfull wel affirme J dare) 
To mighty pzinces the biddyng to beware 


(Their life to amend oꝛ the loꝛde do (mite, 
Through neoligenceo21it de to late. | 
Ind oz þ werd of vengeaunce kerue oꝛ byte 
Into vertues tyeir vycious life tranſlate: 


Che- 


the tranflatoure. 


Cherichyng right agaynſt all wꝛong debate, 
With dzeade of God make them lelte ſtronge, 
Than in no doubt they all endure longe. 


Who is not ware by others chaſtiſyng, 
Other by him chal chaſtiſed be: 
Harde is the hart whiche foꝛ no wꝛzityng, 
Foz no doctrine,noz none aucthoꝛitie, | 
Foz none examples, will from his vyces fiye, 
To indurat is his frowarde entent, 
Whiche will not ſuffer his hardnes to relent. 


The rounde dꝛoppes ot the ſmothe rayne, 
VW hiche that dilcende and fall from aloft, 
On ſtones harde (at the eye it is leyne) 
Perteth their hardnes, with their fallyng oft 
All be in touchyng water is but loft, 
The perſyng cauled by fozce noꝛ puiſſaunce, 
But of fallyng by long continuaunce. 


Semblably ofryght J darerchearſe, 

Okt readyng in bokes fructuous, 
The hartes thould of pzudent pꝛinces perce, 
Soke in their mind # make them vertuous, 
Toelchue all thyng that is vycious. 
Foz what auaileth the examples 5ᷣ they rede, 
To their readyng if contrary be the dede : 


Cunnyng and dede who can compzehende, 
In clere conceites they ben thinges twapne, 

Ind ifcunnyng do the dede amende, 

Than atwene thẽ is made a mighty chapne, 

A noble thing and right ſouerayne. 


Foz than ofcunnyng the labour is well ſpent 
Whan dede foloweth,# bothe ben of aſſent, 


iche in number is called the leconde: 


* 


Thus John Bochas pzocedyng in his boke, S 


Gan foz to w2ite and his purpoſe tote, 
To ſet in ſtoꝛies ſuch as he founde, 
Ok entent all vyces to confounde 


Bypexamples whiche he did expꝛeſſe. 


And at the begrnnyng of his bulmes 


Myghty Saule to him did appeare, 

Kyng of Iſraell piteouſiy wepyng. 

Deadly of face and with an hydous cheare, 
His voyce ybzoke by manifolde ſobbyng: 
And to mine aucthour his ſoꝛow cöplaynyng, 
Requiryng hym together whan they met, 
Firſt in his boke his wofull fate to ſect. 


Anone after J of entencion, 

With penne in hande faſt gan me ſpede 

As J coulde in my tranſlation, 

In this labour further to pꝛocede: 

My lozde came foꝛth by a gan to take hede 
This mighty pꝛince right manly & right wile 
Gaue me charge in his pzudent auyſe, 


That I Gould in euerp tragedy 

After the pꝛoceſſe made mencion: 

It the ende let a remedy, 

With a Lenuoy, conueped by reaſon: 
Ind after that with humble affection 
To noble pzynces lowly it dyzect, 
By others fallyng them lelues to cozrect, 


And J obeyed his biddyng and pleaſaunce, 
Under (uppozt ot his magnificence, 

As J coulde,J gan my penne aduaunce, 

All be J was barrapne ofeloquence, 
Folowing mine auctoz in ſubſtaũce @ (ftence- 
Fo it ſuſtileth playnly vato me 


o my ma take in are, 
TS Nr IR 


nd, 


of John Bothas. 


Teaf.xxxix. 


( Hovve Jaule kyng of Iſrael 
bone of lowe degree as longe as he dꝛadde God and was obediente to 
him and ruled by good countatle, made many diſcontitutres:but at 


the laſt foz his pꝛyde, pꝛelumption, and great diſobedience, he loſt his 
crowne, and was ſlapne by Philiſtines. 


Fei C The firſte Chapter. 


. his ſtature, 
Ok the lyne of Beniampn eke bone, 
His father Cis was called in ſcripture: 
Whoſe aſſes whilom left their paſture, 
Space of thze dayes Saule had the ſonght, 
Loſt his labour, and founde them nought, 


Foz they were gone out lo farre on ſtrap, 
So dilceuered, he ne coude them mete: | 
Tyll that a childe him ſuyng all the wap, 
paue him counſaile his labour foz to lete, 
And that he ſhould go to the Pꝛophete, 
Whiche was full famous holde in Jſraell, 
Of whom the name was called Samuel, 


Whiche made Saule in his houſe to dyne, 
Keceiued him of great affection: 

And by p2ecept and oꝛdinaunce deupne, 
Samuell made no pꝛolongation, 

But ſhed the holy ſacred vnction, 

Upon the head of Saule downe knelyng, 
And kull denoutly of Jſraell made him kyng 


Ok Gods people to hauegouernaunce, 

With (ceptre & crowne and whole the regaly. 
And his nobleſſe moꝛe myghty to aduaunce, 
With mekenes to rule his monarchy, 
God gaue to him a ſpirite of pꝛophecy, 
Whiche was great glozy to his magnificence 
Of future thinges to haue pzeſcience, 


Ind while p he was meke a humble in dede, 
Voyde of pzyde,and falſe pzeſumption, 

And pꝛudent counſayle with him did lede, 
Bym to gouerne by good diſcretion, 

He founde quiete though all his tegion: 
No foꝛayne enmy durſt him to werrep, 


Vhile he the loꝛde mekely did obey, 
No enemy myght ayen him rerure, 


— — Dis fapde Saule of whom 7 ſpake Thꝛough none epꝛiles, but loꝛe did him dꝛede: 
7 k N 
ihe Full well compacte , and large of 


Made many great diſconfiture 
Thzough his tozce, knyghthode, and mihead 
On Philiſtpnes,and daunted eke in dede 


- Two mighty kynges, the one of Ammoniteg. 


And another that gouerned the Moabites. 


He was founde ſtronge and eke bictozious, - 
The Paleſtines bꝛingyng to miſchaunce, 5 
Agaynſt y dumeans ſo mighty and famous, 
Thzough his myghyty pzudent gouernaunte, 
Chat he their pꝛide bzought tomiſchaunce, 
Outraped them of wildome and manheade, 
Pꝛimo regum as pe may playnly reade, 


He was the ſonne talled ok one pere, 

In J(raell whan his raygne began: 
Stable of hart, and benygne of chere, 
Frowarde noz ſturdy to no maner man. 


All that whple loue of the people he wan, 


The tyme I mene while he was tuft a table 
And in his wozkes not founde variable. 


But whã that pꝛide gan his hart enhatice 
Wilfulnes and falſe melancoly 

Outraped reaſon, to haue the gouernaunce 
Ol his olde famous policy: 

And had fozgotten in his fantaſy 

To know the lozde & mekely ſue his la we, 
God from his crowne his grace gan wdzawe 


The vnkynde woꝛme of fozyetfulnes, 

nhis hart had myned thzough the wall; 
an to God foz his kyndenes, 

Ne Sauk no laude noꝛ no thanke at all, 

From poꝛe degre, 


iche had him rayſed vnto eſtate royall 
ng all his kynne alone; 
Ok linguler fauour to let him in his trone. 
What thig in hatt map be moꝛe froward thou 
Than is ſodapne falſe pꝛeſumption, (ght 
Ok a wꝛetche that came vp of nought, 


To peue him loʒdchyp and domination: wu 
| / n 


Ind foz to make aplayne compariſon, 
f MenGhouldofreaſon dzeade a lyon laſſe, 
Than the rudenes ofa crowned alle, 


' What thing to god is moze abhominable, 
Than pꝛyde vyꝛayſed out of pouertee: 
And nothing gladly is foũd moze vengeable, 
Than are wzetches (et in high degre: 

Foꝛ from his ſtocke kynd may not dye, 
Eche thing reloꝛteth howe farre euer it go, 
To the nature whiche that it came fro. 


Frute and apples take their tarrage 
Where they firſt grewe, ok the (ame tre, 
And ſemblably eche kynred andlynage, 
Ones a pere it will none other be, 

By token «x ſigne at the eye as men map le, 
Dꝛaweth communely in euery creature, 
Sume tetche to folow after his nature, 


J waitendt this in rebuke ok pouert, 

But fo2 ſuche onely as that it deſerue. 
God ok his might as men be well expert, 
Map them in vertue encreaſeandconſerue, 
From all miſchefe a poʒe man pzeſerne, 
Rayſehem on heygh to dominacions, 
Thzough high nobleſſe of their condictons, 


By influence God map his grace chede, 
Where he findeth cauſe: onely by mekenes 

A poꝛe man to raiſe him vp in dede, 

Unto the eſtate of dertuous nobles, 

Fo ont of vertue cometh all gentlenes. 
Jn poze and ryche make none erception, 

But them comende like their condicion. 


A poꝛe man whiche that is bertnoug, 
Ind dzeadeth god in his pouertie, 
Eche thing elſchuyng that is vyctous⸗ 
And to his power doth trouth and equitie, 
J dare right well ſay what euer that he be, 
Puttyng no rebuke vnto his kinrede, 


But call him gentle verily in dede. 


But kong DR was contrarioug, 
Diſobey e founde in his woꝛkyng: 
Whan God made hun to be vyctozious 
On Amalech, where Agag was kyng, 
Him tommaunded to ſpareno maner thing, 
Man noꝛ woman beaſt noz! fuccoure, 
But 5 his woe ſhould all thing deuoure. 


But Saule wꝛougyht all in other wiile, 
 Echething rrierurng | was fayze to lrgdt, 


ould be depziued ofthe ropall lyne. 
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The ſeconde boke 


And ok entent to make a ſacrifice, 

Aktet his vyctozyhe chope him anone ryght: 
Fatteſt beaſtes he chale a hath them dight. 
Toward the fyzeto make his oſfryng,. 
Ind fro death he ſpared Agag the kyng. 


He was repzoned after ward of Samuell, 
To gods biddyng foz he was contrayze, 

As aàbiect to re in Jſraell, | 
{That all good hope in hym gan diſpayze, 
Dis grace,his myght, gan pale and appapze, 
His Bede hende hath hym fayled, | 
And wyth a fiende he was alſotrauciled, 
Thus fr6 her whele foztune caſt himdowne, 
Aualedhim from his ropall ſe: on 275 
And God alſo toke away the crowne, - : 
Both from him and his poſteritie, 

And ſet vp Dauid foz his humilitie. 

Lo how the loꝛde his domes can deuide, 

To enhaunce mekenes and to abate pꝛide. 


Saule endured in his frenſy, 

A wieked ſpzite ſo ſoʒe him did aſlaple. 

Unto Dauid euer he had enup, 

That he was hardy to enter in battaple, 
With a ſtaſfe ſlynge, voyde of plate and mayle 
Slough Golyas without feare oz dzeade, 
Pulled out his werde and ſmot of his heade. 


It their repayzpng home out of the kelde, 


Wyhan Damd had flayne this Golp, 
Ponge maydens whan they behelde, | 
The great vyctozy,they in their armony, 
In laude of Daind thus gan ſynge and cry: 
Saule hath ſlayne a thoulſãd with his mighe 
Dauid ten thouland, that luſty pong knyght. 


Saule diſdayned and ſayd frowardlp, 
They graunted haue a thouſand to m name 
And to the ſonne here of Ila 

Paue ten thouſand to encreaſe his fame, 
Whiche is to me a rebuke and a ſhame. 
Wherupon this Saule frete with pꝛe, 
Ofyonge Dauid gan the death conſpyze, 


In hys hart he had a fantaſy, 

Ok their ſyngyng whan that he toke hede, 
Dempt it was a maner pꝛopheſp, 

That Dauid pzefecred Gould be in dede, 
And to the crowne after him ſuccede: 


Thought bis childer as he gan diuyne, 


of John Bochas 
Thus dap by day Saule wayes ſought, Ibout his perſon to make his knights wake, 
To flea Dauid playnly if ye myght:. | 
All be it ſo that he no malyce though 
But euer kept him lowlp in his lyght. 
(Therkoze good euer a grace on hun alyght, 
Foz aye the loꝛde of his magnikicence, 
Agapne tyzantes pzeleruety innocentes. 


And as the bible playnely dothe vs lere, 
This Dauid had in his tender age, 
Foz his nobles the kynges daughters dere, 
Called Mychol ioyned by mariage: 
And whan that Saule fyll in any rage, 

id anone to alwag | 
Couched his harp & bzought him in g 


Saule full oft gan Dautd toenchaſe; 
And warrey thzoughout all his londes: 

- (Though delertes him purſue & manace, 
Ofentent to haue (het hym bp in bondes, 
Oꝛ to flea him if he come in his hondes, 

But finally god thzough his oꝛdinaunce, 
Pꝛelerued his knyght tro al maner milchice 


Saule full oft was bzought to milcheke, 
Pet aye from death Dauid did him laue: 

d hereof this was a lpeciall pꝛete, 
han Dauid cut his garment in the caue, 
And mo tokens if pe liſt to haue, 
n other time Dauid alſo kept, 
he like of Saule whan he lay and ſlept. 


(The cale was this, as they were hoſteyng, 
Hot farre a (under Saule lap on ſlepe, 

All yis people about him fleapyng, 
And vnpurueped lyke a flocke ol chepe: 

Ok whiche thyng Dauid toke good kepe, 
delcended, and made no delay, 
Came to the tent where kyng Saule lap. 


The ſpere of Saule ſtandynge at his heed, 
——— 
| no man toke hede, 
bp to thehyll wag gone, 
ne pe call his one, 
al his knyghtes woke, 


pronceofhis chyualey, 3 


eis wodenes 


Foz Saule 
Ind whan tha 


Toward Saule 
Made a nopſe that 
 Feaſtto Abner 


Abner (quod he) thou haſt done 
This dap ewed a 


J n peryil ſtande, and 


ſentenee: g 
as n 
b 1 4 
* 

great folg, 
tabes' i: 

| a 
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Taf. l. 


Thou art to blame foʒ thy retchelelneſle. 

To leaue the king ſtande in lo great a dzede, 
In ſlepe to haue moze ſauour and (weteneſſe, 
Than ot his lte to take hede . 

Sutz negligence requireth foꝛ his mede, 
Death and turment by right uli iudgement, 
About a pꝛynce whan tolke be negligeat, 


And thou lyſt toſeaneuidence; . 

= that hys Iyfe ſtode in ieopardy⸗ : 
e here his ſpere # yeue thereto credence 

How vnpꝛouided pe were on your party, 

Saule noz thou ye may it not denye 


Pour life, your deth pour power your puiſſãce 


(This day god put whole in my gouernaunce; 


But me to atquite ol pure innocence; 
Iz euery man chould vnto his kyng, 
And to declare in me was none offence, 


Agaynlt his nobles in will noz in wozkyng, 


As God wot that knowetheuery thyng, 
That J neuer by no conſpiracy, 


Wzought noz compaſſed agayne his regaly, 


O here example of perfite pacience, 
Igapne malpte to ſhewe kyndenes: 
Where Saule chewed his moztall vyolence 
Dauid acquite hym w ſuffraunce # goodnes, 


The tyꝛãt vainquiched bi his pzudet mezenes 


Men agayne trouth may well a warte gyn, 
But at thende the palme he doth aye wynne. 


Foz of this ſtozy if that ye take hede, 
Saule is fall foz hys frowardnes, 

Into miſchete, and into ſodaynedzede, 
Foz Philiſtynes the byble beareth witnes, 
With a great power gan thiderwards dꝛeile, 
Upon kyng Saule auenged foz to be, 
Their tentes pight beſyde Gelboe, 


LOherof kyng Saule aſtonied in his hert, 
Had lolt his ſpꝛyte of knyghtly hardines: 
And ſpecially whan he dydaduere, - © 
P2ophere was none his harmes to redzeſſe, 
Eo 
n Iſraeli; e de, 
Becaulethateyme Samuel was deed, 
Fo: Saule ind taſt out all biupnes, 
From Jſraell,and eche diuinereſſe: 
Notmithandong the paletynen 
Yet, Were 
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The lecond boke 
Were riſſe agayne his power to oppzeſle: Che p hiliſtines belide Gelboe, | 
And he ne knewe no maner ſozcerelſe, In that battayle he and his childzen bothe, 
Of whom he might any counſaple take, Sbhoulde dye that dayeofneceſſitie: 
And he of god that time was fozſake. Dis chyuaity hall dilcomfited be, 
| | Ok his rapgne there is no lenger date, 

In this wiſe he ſtode dilconſolate, Foz god from him his kingdom wil tranſlate 
Coũſaple of God noz pzophete knewe he none | | 
But as a man moſt intoztunate, And thus Haule returned is agayne, 
Ungraciouſly he ſped him fozth anone, Dis mepny after bzought to diſconfiture, 
And lecretelye this Saule is fozth gone, And whan he ſawe all hys people layne, 
Co a woman that ould him rede and wille, And how there was no meane to recute: 
Jn Jſraell called a phytoneſſd. — that deadly wokull aduentute, 
Wbicbe is name as clarkes wzite all, Sad throng rpehart — Dold —— | 

iche is a iten . e m rpue. 
And office who that taketh hede, 


Soules of men agapne toclepe and call, 
— luche that tofoze were deade, 
Whiche is a thing ſtraunge foz to reade, 
That women Gould, who lo liſt to lere, 
Make ſoules ot dead men to appere. 


Unkouth and ſtraunge is their opinion, 
Ind to my witte amaner impoſſible; 
Not accoꝛdyng me ſemeth to reaſon, 
Noz like a thing whiche that is credible, 
That a ſoule of nature inniſible, 

M ypght appeare oz chewe vilibly, 

Unto the eyen which that ben bodely. 


But oꝛ that I any further pt, ) 
Leſt J were holde to pꝛelumptuous, 

To diuines this matter J commit, 

Ind wile clarkes that ben bertuoug, 

In their wittes ſubtyll and curious, 

To conclude as it dothe them teme, 

In this matter a trouth foz to deme. 


Whether it was the ſoule of Samuel 
Oꝛother ſpirite that che did call, 

Whiche that tolde the kyng of Jſraell, 
Ok the battavle that choulde after fall, 
Dis aduenture and his miſchefes all: 
And ok his death he tolde alſo in dede, 
And how Dautd Gould after him luccede. 


Becauſe onely ofhis diſobeyſaunce, 
As it is wꝛitten, and foz his retchielnes, 
On Amalech foz he toke not vengeaunce, 
Thus the ſpirite bare to him wytnes. 
Wherof Saule fyli in great heautnes, 
Knowing no mene to eſcape out of this dout, 
But take his foztane as it cometh about, 


Tolde him allo his enemies were lo wzothe, 


Thathis enemies which were bncircumciſed 
Should haue no power, in ozyitis fouude, 
Co haue vpon hun as they haue deuiſed, 

To yeue hym hys laſt fatall wounde, 

His high nobleſſe at miſchefe to confounde, 
But his ſquyꝛe foz feare of god and dzede, 
Woulde not aſſent to do ſo foule a dede, 


To llea his loꝛde he greatly was aferde, 

A thing hatefall in euery mannes ſyght. 
But Baule toke the pomell ofhis ſwerde, 
Aud in the grounde fall depe anone it pyght, 
And in all haſte poſſible that he myght, 
Made the poynt in his furious payne, | 
To perce his hart and part it euen in twayne, 


The Philiſtynes anone as he was dead, 
Denen ace dad. 

ꝛe an eo ' 
And in token of their diſconfiture,  * 
Toke the ſpoples wyth all their buſy ture, 
And therofmadein all their beſtentent, 
To Aſtatoth of pꝛyde a great pzeſent, 


Thus was Saule llapne in lententt, 


Of — vpon Gelboe, 
Fozlake ot God foz inobedience, 


Abiert alſo from his ropall fee: © 
And thus foz lackyngeofhumilitye, 
Of god he was foz ener let aſpde, 


Lo here the ende of furquedp and pꝛyde. 


7 Junemind of Saule which to eſlate ryal 
Ft low degre was catledfo2 mekenes, 
Batpxeſtiprion made hym haue a fall, 
Of Godableet foz his frowardnes, 
Loſt higrrowne the bible beareth — 


of John Bochas. 


And cauſe was fot his diſobeyſaunce, 


To gods biddyng he yaue none attendaunce. 


God not aſketh no moze of man at all 

But whole hart without doublenes, 

F 02 all the gyftes whiche in elpetiall, 

He yaue to man of his goodnes: | 
But ye chaſtileth all vnkindnes, F 
Suche as ben rebell foz to do plealaunce, 
Ind to his biddyng peue none attendaunce. 


oble pꝛyntes bertue moſt pꝛyncipall 
— to conſerue in your high nobleſle, 

g to impꝛynt in your memoꝛiall, 
Fayth,and equitie, all wzonges to redzeſſe; 
To ſuſtayne trouth and ryghtwylneſſe, 
Ind tofoze God holde euenly the balaunce, 
Ind to his biddyng yeue al your attendaũce. 


C2 on of Obe⸗ 


* 


Ertue ot vertues molt of excellence, 
[Which p haue moſt ſouerainſuffiſatice, 
Is the vertue ok true obedience, 
Whiche let all thyng in ryghtfull gouernaũce, 
Foz ne were not this pꝛudent ozdinaunce, 

Some to obey and aboue to gye, | 
Deſtroped were all wozldly policy, 


Where that vertue and hygh diſcrecion 
ded haue from them all wylfulnes, 
tles.onely of dominacion 
Iplenyng vpon ines, 
Wzotiganderroars iuſtly to redzeſſe, 
Oftrouth J may right well affirme and ſay, 
The people mekely their biddyng old obey, 


This noble vertus af fapthfull odeyſaunce, 
Eſtabliſhed vpon humilitie, 
122 — — 
n all regions and in eche coun 
Cauleth doelfare, iope, and pꝛolperitie: 
Ind as vertue chefe and ſouerapne, 


All vycious ryote it playnly doth reſttayne, 


Obedience eke as men may le 
—— exileth and all —— tre 
40 by temperaunce,rygyt,a 

Stant the welfare of euer — . 
Foz the mekenes and lowe 
Ok comonties, holde vp the regalies 


O kloꝛdchyppes and ol all monarchpes. 


* VEN 


And their ſubiectes of humititie, 


But head a membzes eche foz his partye, 


Taf. Ali. " 


|| 
Ind no doubt whan lozGyps of entent, it 
Bulp ben the louerayne loꝛde to queme, | 1 
To their ſubiectes do right iudgement, 14 
In conſcience as ryght and region deme, 134 
Than Gall their crowne and dyademe, 
Upon their heade perleuer and krechly chyne, 
And make lubiectes to their biddyng encline. 


Thus obeyſaunce plapnly at a wozde, | 19 
In ſuch as haue loꝛdchyp and ſducrayntie, 1 
Done ok entent to their ſouetayne loꝛ de, ti 
Shall cauſe them raygne in long pzcſperttie, 8 
7 


* 


Top their noble famous gouernaunte, 
Ape to be ready vnder their obeyſaance, 


Foz who ſerueth the lozde of loꝛdes all, 


Ind hath the people in his ſubiection, Hill | 
God wyll kepe him that he (hall not fall, 1 
Longe pꝛeſerue his domination, a 1 
But agaynwarde whan wildome and reaſon _ 


Ben ouermaſtred with lenſualitie, 
Farewell the floures oftherr lelicitpe. 


Obedience blunteth the charpenes, 

Df cruell ſwozdes in tyzantes handes, 

And mekenes appealeth the felnes, 

Df haſty vegeaunce, bzeketh on two þ bõds: | 
Eke patiente ſet quiete in londegs, | 
And where thele thze contune in comonties, | 
Longe peace perſeuereth i byngdoms x cities 0 


Obedience dothe allo teſtrayne, Ni 
Conſppꝛations and falſe colluſiong, . 
Whan che ſtant vnparted, not atwapne, 1 
There is no dꝛeade of no diſcencions: I 

Foz ſhe combineth the true opinions, $1 4 
In the harts of people, ful wel afoze pzonided '. 
Under pzynces to tand whole vndeuided. Wh! 


Where pzinces be meke,hiible,anddebonay:e 
Toward God of whole affection, 1 
Thepꝛ ſubiectes be gladly not contrayze, 5 1 14 
In their ſeruice, by no rebellion: | 45 
Fo: there is founde no deniſiort, | 


Be (o gouerned by pzudent policy, 


Contrariouſly Saule was put downe, 1 
Abiect of God fot his obſtinacy, | "1 
Put from his ſcepter,his crowne, his region, 1 
Ok Jſraelt loſt all the monarchy, ol 
Foz he lyſt not make his alye, 10 
Ok frowardnes and wylfull negligence. 1 

Y. i. This 11 | 


The ſeconde boke 


This noble bertue calledobedience. 


- Foz as it longeth in kiggdomes and cityes, 
Under a keye of true benenolence | 
Pꝛinces and kynges to gouerne their lees: 
Do appertepneth due reuerence 

To their lubiectes, by obedience 

To obey their loꝛdes as they be of degre 
By title of right in euery comontee. 


Fo2 obeyſaunce if it be diſcerned, 

(With Argus eyen, who that taketh hede) 
As ryght requyzeth is not well gouerned 
Whan the meinbzes pzeſume agayn the head: 
Ok gouernaunce there is no perfite (pede, 
From vnitie they go a froward wey, 

Whan ſubiectes theix pzinces diſobep. 


The. ii. Chapter. 


How kyng Roboam foꝛ geuyng fayeth to 
yonge counſapyle, loſt the beneuolence 
of hig people, and died 
à foole. 


V Kto Bochas in oꝛder next there came 
With full great dole and lamentacion, 
The yonge kyng called Roboam, 

Sonne and next heyze to Salomon, 
Entryng by title of iuſt ſucceſſion: 

Belought mine aucthour to make ok his foly, 
And ok his fallyng a piteous tragedy, 


Firſt whan he entred into his region, 
Twelue tribes gouernyng in dede, 
Ruledhim ſelfe by will and no reaſon, 
Kept his ſubiectes plainly as J rede, 

Not vnder loue. but vnder froward dzede: 
Of olde wiſe(to his great diſauaile) 

He delpiled the doctrine and counlaple. 


He demeanedeas it was well couth) 

His ſcepter, his crowne. and his regaly, 

By ſuch folke as floured in their youth, 
Could of cuſtome their wittes well apply 
To blyade him falſely with their flatterp: 
Whiche is a ſtepmother called in ſubſtaunce, 
To all vertue and all good gouernaunce. 


Alas, it is great dole and great pitie 

That flattery chould haue ſo great fauour: 
Whych blindeth pzinces that they may not ſe, 
Miſteth the eyen ofeuery gonernour, 

That they can not knowe their owne errour. 


to 


Falſe hony ſhed ape on their ſentence, 
I fole is he that yeueth to them credence, 


They map be called the deuyls tabourers, 
With frowarde ſownes cares to fulfyll: 
Oz of Direnes the perillous botelers, 
LOhiche gall and yony downe diſtyll. 
Whoſe dzinkes ben bothe amerous and ll, 
And as clarkes well deuiſe cunne, 
Wozle than the dzynkes of Sirenes tunne, 


Eares of p2ynces full well they can enoynt 


With the ſott oyle of adulation, | 


Ind their termes moſt ſabtylly appopnt, 
Eche thing concludyng with kalle deception; 
Ape blandiſhyng with amerous poylon, 
And finally as the Poete ſayth, 

(Their faith ofcuſtome conciudeth w bufayth, 


Flouryng in woꝛds though there be no lrute, 
Double of hart, plealaunt of langage, 

Ok true meanyng voyde and deſtitute, 

muſtring out ward pꝛetẽd a fayze vyſage: 
ho truſteth them findeth (mal aduaũtage 
By apparaunce and glozious tteſhe ſhewyng 
Pꝛinces deceauing and many a wozthy kyng 


Roboam can beare full well witneg, - 

From him auoydyng folkes that were true, 
How he was hindꝛed by flattery and lalleneg 
By them that coulde foꝛge out tales newe: 
Whole counſaile after ſoꝛe did hun rue, 


And with their fayned falle ſuggeſtton, 
Greatly abudged his domination. 


He dempt him ſelke of moꝛe aucthozitpe, 
Ok kolly, youth, and of pzeſumption, 
(Than was his father in great ropaltie, 
Ind this pompous falſe opinion 
Came into his concept by adulation: 

Fo: flatterers bare to him witnes, 

How he excelled his fathers hygh nobles, 


He did great rigour and oppꝛeſſion 

Upon his people as it das wel pꝛeued: 
Ind to finde ſome mitigation, 

(They in matters which 5 haue them greued, 
Ok their tributes foꝛ to be relened, 
Beſoughthe would releſe thẽ in their nede, 
But all foznought he toke therofno hede. 


All olde counſayle from him he ſet afide; 

Andrefuſed their doctrine and their loꝛe: 

Ind by falſe counſayleof folkcs full of yo” 
| | 8 


of John Sochas * : Leaf rut. 
lieges he oppꝛeſſed ſoꝛe. Uſed of pꝛyntes in diuers tegions, 

hey end anone withoutmmoze, The people is ready to bſeaid cola, 
Fo! —.— ah pogo een 4 — — ok their condicions: 1. 
Ae nee —— ym (cat tanehede, - 
Thug a the kyng conclaed the the rygour, | To vyce oz vertueſheit de, 
Che people anone wn 

d Id wascollectour conan m mann 
Sine 1 In Joſephus as it is deal . 
From him departyng by rebellion: And foz his frowarde falle vpinlons; 
10 ade td S 

oke anone od he 

Jnto Jer : In Jeruſalem his: ge ropalrowie 
aud whan the were parted from Roboam, fhisenempes beſieged erw wun. 
Sen eee, g 
Th be auenged Athen rebeilion, 5 All be it ſo that Noboam adtaytd, * * 


And foz to do on them cxuell iuſtice, 
An hund2ed thoulande he made anone to riſe, 


With Jeroboam he caſt him foz to mete, 
And all at ones ſet in jeopardy: 

But Sameas the pꝛophete bade him lete, 
And fro the warre withdzawe his party. 
And moꝛe the quarell foz to iuſtifpe. | 
Ok his peoples ;frowatds departyng, 


It was gods wil pon foza puniſheng, | 


Couchyng the lurplus of his gouernaunce, 
Dis royall buyldyng of many a fayze city, - 
His great ryche famous ſuffilaunce, 

Of wyne and oyle haupng great plenty, 

And how his.empyze encxealed peres thze, 
Eke how that time he ryghtfull was in dede, 
In Jolephug his ſtoʒy ye mar rede. 


Ot his childꝛen bozne in ryght lyne, 


Eryqgytene 6 | 


fpnde he a Ae Fay aconcubypne: 

onnes a ghters by pꝛocreation, 
And how bart riches and 
That tyme encrealed as it is well knowe, 
To god aboue while that he bare bim lowe. 


But as mine auctour mabeth revearſaile, 
n his encreaſe „ 
ekenes in hert in — 


And pꝛyde entred with pꝛeſumption, 
elpilyng and 


Uertued 
After . vyces as layth the ſame boke, 
Wicked Fler of him the people tobe. | 


ne where ther be benen, 


eat poſſeſſion, © 


Thzough their vnbzydeled furious ii 
Nothyng aquainted 


9 


And pzayed to god to deliver him fro his fone 
Toauoyde of mercy his enemyes euerichone 
But godliſt not graunt his pzapere, 


But him chaſtiſed lite as ve ih dere. 


Fyꝛſt his citye and bis ropall towne 
Deliuered was he knewe no better luttour, 
Under a fapnedffalle compoſicioun: 

Foz at thetrentryng'voydeofallfauourc, 
Kepyng no couenaunt toke all the treaſoure 
Wit hin the temple, haunyng no pitpe, 

But ladde it home to Egypt theit e 


And to rehearſe itisa 


grent dole, 

How Roboam as Joſephus dothe declare, 
Was inly pꝛoude and therwithal a foole, 

Ind ok all wyſdome deſtitute and bare, 
Vnmerciable hys people foz to ſpare, 

Hatyng good counſapyle, and ſo in his m_— 
Kaygnyng a ole, and lo I They 


CLenuop. e 2:53:08 


P Diloſophers contludeand deuile, 
In theyz bokes of good — WY 
That counſaylours;ſadde,erpert,andw "A 


True of their woꝛde, ſtabie of their ſentence, 


Haſtp nozretehles fozno vyolence, - 
Kepe and 


Hate youth and rantour incontrarywyſe, 
che haue to topll all they2 aduertence, 
Except them ſelues all othet inen de 


0 


wwidome noz pzudece 
H. ii. Bzyng 


eruec the trouth J dare attame) 
Nobleſle of pzinces fromilthele and dyffame, = 


B2yng ayenward wherof they be to blame, 
Purtyng his nobles in milchefe and diflame, 


Kyng Roboam agaynſt ryght and inftice, - 
To ponge foles paue fayth and moſt credence 
Cruelly his ſubiectes to chaltyce: 

Whiche put his people from his beneuolence, 
Thꝛew ten kynredes from his obedience, 
Which was to him by recozd full great ſhame 
Puttyng his nobles in milchefe and diffame, 


Noble —— do wiſely aduertile 

In pexleuerpug of your magnificence, 

Ok olde expert, not blent with couetiſe, 
Take your counlaple and do them reuerente, 
Cyedas Brgus ln (her high pzomdence, 
Whiche conlerue by repozt of good name, 
Nobleſle of pzynces from miſchefe @ diffame. 


CTye.iii.Chapter. 


| «x The office and retinue of a 
| Kynge, 


; Hat erthly thing is moze deceiuable 
N“ The of pꝛites the pope  vainglozy: 
w\\VABIDHIch wene to ſtand m their eſtates 
"DV 2 table, #0" 2 
As thei the woꝛld had conquered by vyctozy, 
And ſodaynly be put out of memozy, 
The ir fame clouded, alas, and their nobles 

With a darke ſhadowe of fozyetfulnes, 


Wherofcometh the famous clere ſhinyng 

Ok emperous in their conliſtoꝛies: 

O2 wherok cameth their laude in repoꝛtynge. 
Saue that clarks haue wozitẽ their hiſtones, 
Oz where be now conqueſtes tranſitozies. 
Oꝛ their triũphes where chould men the find 
Nad wuters their pꝛowes put in mynd. 


Reken bp al, and firſt the wozthy nyne, 


In high nobles whiche had neuer peers, 
The marciall actes whichclearly did hyne, 


— ME 


Their fame bp bozne, aboue al the nine ſters 


See was, 
r pal! pay 
Bylowelabours ofcomons was firſt raiſed 


Wake a likenes of theſe great ymages, 
Curiouſly cozue outbyentapyle, 
Bead, armes, body, and their freche vyſages, 
Without fete oʒ legges may not auaple, 

To ſtand vpzyght,oz nedes they muſt faple: 


= 


The ſecond bone 


Like their degrees 
With clexe fozeſyght ofa pꝛudent thought, 


Ind ſemblably,ſubfectes in tommontees, 
Rapſe vp the nobles of pzinces in their ſees. 


As head and membꝛes in ymages be of ſtone, 
Other on ſtocke by compaſle vadeuided, 
And by pzopoxcion their fetures enerychone, _ 
Set in true oꝛder as nature hath pzouided: 
So all errours though tratt be circũcided 
The head higheſt by cultome as men knowe, 
The body amidde, the fete beneth lowe. 


Myghty painces foz their high renoun, 
Is moſt wozthy(hall occupy the heade, 
With wytte,memozy,and eyen ofreaſon, 
To kepe their membzes frb mifchefe @ dzead, 


take of them good hede, 


Their fete pzeſerue that they erte nought. 


There mut be hands and armes of defence, 
Whiche Call the ymage manly kepe and gye 
lows all aſſautes offozapne vyolence, 

iche halbe named nobleſt of chiualrp: 
Their true office iuſtip to magnify, 
Suſtaine the church, a make the ſelfe tronge 
To le 8; widowes a maydes haue no wzonge. 


P2udent iudges as it is (kyll and ryght, 
To puniche wzonge & lurkets to redzeſls 
In this ymage ſhall occupy the lyght: 

Foz loue oz hate by dome ol rigytwilenes, 
Foz frende oz fo, his iudgementes dzeſſe, 
So egally the lawes to luſtepne, 


In their wozkes that none errour be ſeyne. 


Amidde this ymage there is a body ſet, 

In aggregate of people and degrees, 

By perfite peace and vnity yknet, 

By the eſtates that gouerne commonties: 

As mayzes,pzouoſtes,and burgets in cities, 

—— alſo whiche ſeke ſundzy lãdes 
other craftes which liue by their hides, 


And as a body whiche ſtant in health, 
Feleth no grefe of no frowardhumours, 

So euery comonte tontinueth in great welth 
Whiche is demeaned w pzadent gouernours 
That can appeſe debates and errours, 

The people kepe from all controuerſp, 


Caulpng the welfare to encreaſe multiply, 


This body muſt haue a ſoule of lyke, | 
To quicke the mEbzes with goſtlye mocions: 
Whiche chalbe made of folke a 


. 


The church cõmitted to their polleſſions, 

Which by their holy conuerſactons, 
Ind good example ould as ſterres chyne, 
By grace and vertue the people tenlumpne. 


Upon the lyght of their conditions, 

Of thts body dependeth the welfare: 

Foz in their teaching and pzedicacions 
They Gould trouth to hygh #low declare, 
And in their office foz no dzede ne ſpare 
Uites cozrecte lyke as they are holde, 
Syth they ben heerdes of Chziltes folde, 


Folowyng vbpon,ofentent full clene 
Labourers as ye haue herde deupled, 

Shal this body beare vp and ſuſtene, 

As fete # legges whych may not be dilpiled: 
Foz true labour is iuftty auctoziſed. 

And ne were the plough vpholde by trauaile. 
Ok kings, a pꝛinces, fare wel all gouernayle. 


Thus fyzft.ifpzinces gouerned be by ryght, 
And knights ſuffre Þ people to haue no w2og, 
And trouth in tudges ſew out his lighte, 
And foꝛth in cities lone he dꝛawe along, 
Ind holy church in vertue be made ſtronge, 
Ind in his labour þ plough ne fayle nought, 


Than by pzopozcis this mage is wzought. 


(This matter hole foz to exemplyfy, 
Kyng Roboam foz a falſe oppzeſſton, 
And koꝛ his wilful frowarde tiranny, 
Loſt a great party ofhys region: 
Wherfoze let pꝛinces conſidze ofreaſon, 
God let the people foz loꝛdes auantage, 
Ind not to be oppzeſſed wyth leruage. 


Upon ſome pꝛinces Bochas doth complaine, 
Such as haue a cuſtome and manere 
Agayne their lubiettes bngoodly to dildaine, 
And of pꝛide to ſhewe them frowarde there, 
Counlayleth them to remembze and lere, 
As this chapitre doth finally deniſe, 

Fyꝛſt out of labour al lozCyp dyd aryſe, 


The. iii. Chapiter. 


Howe Mucius Dceuola ſloughe an 
innocent in ſtede of kynge Pozs 
cenna,thatlayde ſiege 
to Rome, 
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' Kynge Pozcenna pꝛoudip to aſſaile: 


* 


Agayne Romains a werre kyꝛſt began, 
The towone beſtegynge on eche party | 
With great puyfſaunce bꝛought ont of Tul⸗ 


In the titie there was a knighriy ma, (Ban, 


MuctusSceuola, which calt in their dilres, 
To bzeke þ lege thozough his highpzowes, 


Let armehym ſelfe clene in plate # maple, 
Foz comune pzofite to auaunce his cozrage, 


A tyme pꝛoupded to his auauntage, 
Thzough the liege to make hys paſlage, 


And finally at his in 
Jeoparte his perlon foz to ler the kynge. 


But * as telleth vs Tytus Liutug, 
LOher Poꝛcenna ſatte in his royal ſee , 
This ſenatoure, this manly Mucius 
Sawe a pzinceof great auctozitee, _ 
The kyng reſemblynge, clad in one liueree: 
At wene decernyng no maner vartaunce, 
Slough that pꝛince of very ignoꝛaunte. 


But whan he knewe that he dyd faile 
To ſlee Pzocenna enemy to the toun, 
And ſawe he had loſt al hys trauaple, 
He made a pitouſe lamentacion, 


Bycauſe he dyd execucion 


Ok ignozaunce agapne his owne entent, 
To lpare a tirant, and ſlee an innocent. 


Foz which he was with him ſelfe full worth, 
That he was founde ſo negligent in dede; - 
And with his hand vnto a fyze he goth, 
Made it bzenne bꝛyght as any glede, 

Both nerfe # bone and his fleſhe to ſhede, 


His hand cõluming on pieces, here a yondze, 


And from his armẽ made it parte a ſondze, 


And as the ſtoꝛpe declareth bnto bs, 

This manly man this noble ſenatour, 
Afoze ty was called Mucius, 
Which toz #comon pzofite did great labour: 
And foz the vncouth haſty fell rigour, 
Done to hym ſelfe,the Romaines al 
Sceuola they dyd hymafter call. 


As moch to lay by langage of that lande 

TOs rave arogut therppolicion,  * 

As aman which is without an hande; 
ucceſſion, 


And after hym by l 


All his oflpꝛynge bozne in the toun, 
Jnremembzaunce foz to encreſe his fame, 
Of Sceuola bare afterhym 8 5s 


The teconde bone | 


By this example andmany other mo, 

Ik men lil her cozrages toawake, 

They Houlde le what perill # what wo 

Foz comon pzofit men haue vndertake: 
And whylom Bzutus foz Lucrecis ſake 

Carquin chaced foz his tranſgreſſion, . 
Ind kynges all out ot Rome toun, 


Touching Lucrece example of wifely trouth; 
Dow yong Tarquin her fallly did oppzeſſe, 
And after Þ vohych was to great arouth, 
Howeſhe her lelfe ſlough toz heuyneſſe, 
Jtnedeth not reherle the pꝛoceſſe: 

Sith b Chaucer chefe poete of Bꝛetaine, 
Wꝛote ok her lyfea legende loueraine. 


Reherſynge there amonge other thynges 
Eche cirtumſtaunce and eche occaſion, 
LOhy Komains exiled fyz(t their kynges, 
Neuer to reigne atter in their toun. 

As olde cronicles make mencion: | 
Remẽbzing alſo the vnkinde great outrage; 
By Eneas done to Dido of Cartage. 


Eke other ſtozies whiche he wꝛote in his lyue 
Ful notably w euery ey2cataunces 

And their fates pitiouſiy dyd diſcriue, _ 
Lyke as they fyll, put them in remembzauce, 
LOberfoze if I Gulde my penne auance, 
After. his matzing to put them in memoꝛp, 


Men would deme it pzeſpcion # veine gloꝛy. 


Foz as a ſterre in pꝛeſente of the lunne, 
Leſyth his frechnes g hs clere lyght: 

So my rudeneſſe vnder (kyes dunne, 
Dareth ful lowe and hath loſt his ſight. 
To be compared agapne þ beames baygyt 
Of this poete, wherefoze it were but vayne, 


Thinge layd by hym to wzyte it new againe. 
Che, v. Chapiter. 
(Howe Lucrete oppꝛeſled by Tar- 
quin flough her ſelke. | 


uc at Lucrece ſtynte J wyll a 
8 * whyle, 
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It were pytie her o2ye foz to hide, 
Oz llouthe the penne of my rude 


— 


But fo her ſakeal matters ſet a ſide: 

Alſo my loꝛde bad J Gould abyde, 

By good auite at layſer to tranſlate, 

The doleful pzoceſſe of her pitouſe fate. 


Folowpnge the traces of Colluci 

= ge 
Molt lametavle,moſt Doleful, molt pitoug, 
Dyer he dilcriueth the dolozolile treaſon, 


Ok her conſtrained falſe oppzemtorr;** - - 


Wꝛought a compaſſed, by vnware byolence,. 
The lyght vatroubled of her clerecoilcieuce, 
Ber father whilom called Sputriug 

er wozthyhuſbande named Collatyn, 
Which by the luxurie &treaſon odious 
And viciouſe outrage ofSextus pꝛoude Tar. 
Oppꝛeſſed was # bzought to her kyne, (quin, 
Whole deedly ſozowe in engliche foz tomake, 
Ok pitouleruth my penne J fele quake, 


This laid Tarquin this puel auiſedknyghe, 


This \lafidzed man moſt hateful foz his dede, 
Came lyke a thefe alas vpon anyght, 
With naked lwoꝛde whan no man toke hede, 
Upon Lacrecethe quakyng in her dꝛede, 
Lyeng a bed ferre from her folkes al, 

And knewe no refuge, foz helpe fo2 to tall. 


De manaſyng in his froward entent, 

On her beholdyng with a furiouſe chere, 
That with his ſwoꝛde but the would aſlente, 
er and a boy he would pzetat yfere, 

uch one as was molt vgly of manere 

Moſt vnlykely of perſone and of fame, 
Thus he her thzat foz to ſlaunder her name. 


But his entent whan the dyd fele, 

And ſawe no meane of her woful chaunce, 
The mozowe after che liſt nothynge concele, 
Told herhuſbande holy the gouernaunce, 
Yym requirpnge foz to do bengeaunce 

Upon this tryme, ſayde lyke a true wyfe, 
She would her hert perce wyth knyke, 


In this matter this was her fantaſy, 
Better was to dye than to lyue in ſhame: 


And laſſe yl to put in jeopardy 


er moztal body, than her good kame. 

han honoꝛ dieth fare wel a mãnes name. 
Better it were out ofthys life dilceiuer, 
Than ſlandzous fame to ſley a man foz euer. 


But to that purpoſe her huſband layd nay; 
er father alſo was thereto contrary : 
akynge a pꝛomiſe without moze delay, 
Todo vengeauncehowe they wyl not tary, 
on her declaring with reaſons debonary, 
nder theſe wozdes trouth # right * 
| 0 


Tollee her lelle he hath nothynge deſerued, 


Foꝛ ſodainly and alſo vnauiſed . 

As a foole-is trapped in the ſnare; 

By vnware fraude vpon the pꝛactiled, 
{hou were dilceiued plainly to declare: 
Hauyng thys conceyte,harde is to repayze 
The name of the which kallly bediffamed, 
Whan wꝛog repozt p renome hath chamed. 


Touchyng thy perſon J dare affirme x leyn, 

That it were a maner impoſſible, 

And lyke a thynge which neuer yet was ſeen, 
(That thy woꝛchyp was found cozruptpble. 

But ſtedfaſt ape and indiupſible, ; 
Unparted,vertuous, and made ſtrong, 

And nowe deſirous to auenge thy wzonge. 


On thy inturp we chal auenged be, 
Conlidꝛed firſt the deedly heuines, 

Which thou ſuffredeſt by great aduerſite, 
Whan þ auoutrour thy beauty dyd oppzes? 
Ind retoyſyng by a falſe gladnes, 
Maugre thy wyll as a thefe by nyght, 

The encombzed of very fozce & myght, 


But if thou woldeſt leue all thy mourning, 
And reſtraine thy impoꝛtable wo, 

Soone qhuldeſt Þ ſe an egall punyſhyng 
Upon thy moſt frowarde mortal foe: 

To warne all other they al nomoze do ſo, 
In thaſtiſynge of falſe auoutry, 

The and thy renome ok ryght tomagnify, 


What was diffaſyng to thy trewe entent, 
Though his youth vnbzidled went at large⸗ 
So foz to afozcea ſely innocent, 

Whole wyckednes oughte to bere the charge. 
And we ofryght thy conſcience dyſcharge 
(The iope vnletull of his falſe pleſaunce, 

With double palme thine honoz doth auance, 


Conceiue and ſe, O thou myne Lucrece, 
How that reaſon and good diſcrecion, 
Shoulde thy trouble thy mournynge cece 
Ok ryght. reſtrayne thy opinion, 

So recheleſly to do punicion 
With knife in hande, to llee thy ſelfe, alas 
Foz others gylt and dyddeſt no treſpas. 


Let be Lucrece, let be all thy dole, 

Ceaſe thy complaynt & thy wo reſtrapne, 
Should J fro the lyue alone al ſole, 

And thy deth perpetually complapne: 
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To put thy father in impoꝛtable paync⸗ 


Ok our welfare be not ſo techelelle. 


To dye and leaue cur childꝛe motherleſſe. 


Ok pꝛudence eke thou oughteſt foz to ſe 
And aduertyſe onely of reaſon, : 
(Though of fozce thy body cozrupt be, 

Thy ſoule inwarde and thyne entencion 
Fraunchyſed ben from al cozrupcion: 

O llence is none, conlider in thyne entent, 
But wyll x hert peue ther to ful conſent, 


Thou were naked in thy bed, lyenge 

Alone, vnware, ſlepynge à voide ot myght, 
Suſpecioulleſſe al of his compnge, 

That tyme namely becauſe it was nyght: 
A fearefull woman, he a manly knygyt, | 
Al be it ſo vnknightiy was his dede, (head. 
LOvyth naked ſwerde to aſſayle thy woman⸗ 
He myght thy body by fozce wel opp2eſſe, 

By lleyghty wates that he had (ought: 

But wele wote J fo2al his ſturdineſſe, | 
De myght neuer haue maſtry of thy thought. 
The body pelded the hert yeided him nought. 


pe were twaine, p feble a he ryght ſtronge, 


Thy trouth affozced, he werzer of the w2ong; 


Where mighteſt p haue greater pꝛite oz laude 
Allryght conlidzed, trouth a equite⸗ | 
Fy2t coũterpeyſed his fozce x ileighty fraud, 
Than to parſeuer in feminite, 

With thought enhaunced a infragilitie 

Of womanheade,to haue an hert table, 
What thige in the myght be moze cõmẽdable⸗ 


It is wel knowe 5; were of herte ape one, 
To all falſe luſtes contrary in gouernaunce: 


Mone lyke an ymage kerued out of tone, 


Than lyke a woman ſtechely of pleſaunce 


The tirant foãde thee in chere countenaũce, 
Whych euer after by womanly victoꝛy, ; 
Shalbe aſcriued to thine enrreaſe of glozy, 


Thy father Bzutus hath the well excuſed, 
My ſelfe alſo, thy blood and thy kynrede ; 
On this matter let no moꝛe be muſed, 
To ſley thy ſelfe oꝛ do thy ſides blede . 

ertes Lucrece thou haſt ful litell nede, 

t were great w2onge by all our iudgement; 
To ſpare a tirant and ſlee an innocent. 


(Thy lyfe to murdꝛe to ſome it woulde ſeme 
Thou were gylty, where as thou art clene: 


< 


; The ſecond boke 


Diuers wittes diuerſlp wpl deme, 
Repoꝛt thyng thou none dyddeſt mene. 
Foꝛ which thou alt paciently luſtene, 
Tyll thy chaſte wykelp innocence 
Map le hym puniſhed foz his violence. 


Folke wpl not deme a perſon innocent, 

Which wilfully whan he is not culpable, 

Peldeth him ſelfe to deth by iudgement, 

Ind neuer was afoze of no golt partable: 

His own doome vpon him lelfe vengeable, 
auſeth people, tho their repozte be noughte, 
odeme a thinge Þ neuer was ywzought> 


To be auenged bpon thine ownelife 

In excuſynge of thy deedly fame, 

To ewe thou art a true wedded wyfe, 
wenyng by deth to get the a name, 

In this deuiſe thou art greatly to blame: 
Wher 5 yet knoweſt thy honoz clerely chyne, 
To pyeae the people matter to deupne. 


Ind with that woꝛde Lucrece dyd abzapde, 
Full deedly both of loke and chere, 

To them againe eupn thus che lapde: 

Let be huſbande,let be my father dere, 


SOppeke no moꝛe to me of this matere, 


Leſt men dempt in hindꝛyng of my name, 
IJ dꝛed death moze than falſe dyffame, 


Pour counſapyle is I Gal my lyfe conſerue, 
To loꝛowe and ſclaunder, but no gladnes: 
But leſſe yl it is at an houre to ſterue, 
Than cuer languich in loꝛowe & heuines. 
Deth maketh an ende of al woꝛldly diſtreg, 
And it was layde ſyth ful poꝛe ago, 

Better is to die than euer to liue in wo. 


han that woꝛchip in any creature 

Is flaine and deed by ſlaũdzous repozt, 
Better is ofdeath the dzedful payne endure, 
Than by falſe noyſe aye to liue in diſcofozt: 
Where newe a new 
Neuer dyeth but quickeneth by ß outrage, 
Of hateful tonges & venimous langage. 


Do four deuer to halowe # make ſtable, 


Foz in this caſe if pe be variable, 

On falſe auoutry foz to do bengeaunce, 
There Cal folow euerlaſtynge remembzaſice 
How true ſpoulaile as ye haue herde deuiſed 
In your citie is bzoke à not chaſtiſed. 


e diffame hath his reſozt, 


Ik pe be founde in ſuch a caſe negligent 
To punich auoutry of tight as pout charge: 
Thzough your ſlouthj as ye wete ol aſſeut, 
Luxurie vabaidled Gall ren abzode at large. 
Who chal than your coaſcience diſcharge, 
Oz what woman ſtande in ſickernes, 

Ok Lucrece affozced the clennes: 


O dere hulbande what ioy chulde it be 
To thine eſtate in any maner place, 


_ Lyke as thy wyfe to cheriſhe me 


Oꝛ in thine armes me goodly to enbꝛace : 
The gilt hozrible conſidzed x treſpace, 

By Tarquyn don alas, and welawapy, 
Whichi my perlõ may neuer be walt away, 


Ind father mine how ſhuldeſt thou me cal 
After this day thyne owne doughter dere, 
Which alas refuſe of women al 

That to thy pleſaunce was whilom molt en⸗ 
Within thy houſe whan J did lere, (tere, 
By clere example of manifolde doctrine, 

Il that pertained to vertuous diſcipline, 


Which J haue loſt now in my dapes olde, 
Diſpaired it torecure agapne. 3 
Myne owne childze J dare not thẽ beholde, 
Bycaulethe wombe in that they haue lapne, 
Diffouled is, and pollute in certaine: 

Which was tofoze in chaſtitie conſerued, 
Chaſtile the auoutrer as he hath delerued. 


And fo2 my part, to ſpeke in woꝛdes fewe, 
Lenger to liue J haue no fantaſie, 

Foz where Gould J out my face ewe, 

Oz dare appere in any companp, 

Sith a derke ſpot of falſe auoutry, 
Shal euermoze whether it be falſe oz true, 


In to mne hindzing p (claundze to renews 


Luſt affozced hath a falſe appetite 

Of frelte, included in nature: ; 
Maugre the wyll there foloweth a delite 
Is ſome folkes ſap, in euery creature, 
Good fame loſt ful hard is to recure, 
And lith J may my harmes not tedzeſſe, 


5 To you in open my gilt J wil confeſſe. 
(The chaſt chambzes of wyfely gouernaunce: | 


Al be J was againe my wil oppꝛeſſed, f 
There was a maner conſtrained luſt in dede, 
Which foz no power might not be redzeſſed, 
Foz febleneſſe I ſtand in ſo great dzede, 

Fo: whichoffence deth Chalbe my mede: 


Sith leuer J haue with ſome edge tole 8 
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In this matter no witnes is ſo good, 
To put awape all falſe ſuſpection, 
Is — — — —— hert blond, 

m make a better purgacion 
Te e 
Than finally by my deth to excuſe, 

The gylt hozible of whych men me accuſe, 


Go fozth mp loule pure and immoztal, 
Chefe wytnes of myne innocence, 

Tofoze tho iudges which ben infernal 
Fyꝛſt Mpnos kyng to deme my conſcience, 
With Kadamanthus to peue a ſentence 
Lyke my deſertes that it might be ſene, 

Jn wyfely trouth how that J was clene. 


Thou erthly body which thzough thy fairnes 
Were to auoutry ful great occaſion, 

Ok thy bloud Gede out the rednes, 

And by thy ſides let it raile doun: 

Stere and exite the people of this toun, 

To do their deuer within a litle whyle, 

Foz loue of Tarqupn al kynges to exile, 


And fyzt I pzay my huſbande moſt entere, 

Of this v to make no delay: 

Dith heipe and focourof my father dere, 

To punpche 5; auoutrer in al haſte yemay, 

Let him take his wages and his pay s- 

Lykeas ye ſe,# plainly nowe conceyne, 
Fot his offence the death J do receiue, 


| 
Ind ſodaynl v myght aduerte 
She token — — fi 
Though the bzeſt euyn to the hert 
Ohe made it giyde, there was no reliſtence: 


Leaf,xlv, 

Toſlee my lelfe, than lyue in llaũder # dole. Ful pale @ deed fyl down in thetr pꝛeſence, 

| | And by occaſion of this piteous dede, 
O father myne ſpare and haue pitie, | (Tarquyn exyled and holy his kynrede. 
Ind dere huſbande rue on mpne offence, . 
Goddes & goddeſſes called of — Foz which cauſe by retoꝛde of wzityng, 
Top trefpace graunt an indulgence; Das there neuer in Nome the cite 
Foz of my gyit to make a recompence, Alter that day no man crowned kyng, 
Where that Uenus gate m me a vaũtage, As incronicles ye may behoide and ſe: 
Deth thal redzeſſe #chaſtiſe myne outrage, Thus foz luxurie, and their crueite, 

| Their tiranny,and falſe extozcion, 
Foz if I ould make a delay 5 They were exiled out of Rome toun, 
To perſe my bꝛeſt w charpnes of a knyfe, | 1659 32 | 
would deme and ſay fro day today, The. vi. Chapter, 

To make my ſclaũder moze open & moze rife, | | | 
Howe that J was moze tendze of my like, | CHowe Rome was after gouerned, 
Thi of my Woꝛchip, which is to gret a ame, and Utrginea by her father 
Co loue my like moze than my good name. llayne. 


ch sag Fe dg, ore deve unc, 
Behated was foz his great falſenes, — 
And ones it fyll as he caſt his loke 
Upon a maide moſt inly fayze of light, 
A falſe deſire within his hert he toke 
eee 
Ful mani tounde in his dedes al, % 
And Uyzgintug$ Romains did him cal. 


Whoſe goodly doughter d lere; 
mee ne = *s 
And fox this cauſe the bare the ſame nate. 
But Appius to to 

Which hath red thzoughHhts — 
ne 


Ils he might, her beauty to opp? 

This Juge vnerue both in thought xd 

Ot 42 bor tful,ſought out — * 

Shayne this mapdeto take an uerion, 
her his ſeruant by 


Claimed kalle cotiaſions 


Aud by thixmeane tirhitultedelite; le 
Thoughthe mpght her deautl bet tle, 
Soto firthiy appetite, - 


She 


The ſeconde bone 


She beyng feble the ation to refuſe Be tight wel ware be ye neuer ſo ftronge 
Sh —— the — In peut loꝛdchyppes not to much aſſure, 
Fully tonteiued of Appius the maner, Oz of ſurquedy the pozayle to do w2onge, 


| pe ſhal here, n your diſcrecion concepuing euer amonge 
In her defence wzought as ve ch a Sreatelt dzede T Ader 
VWhan Appius had peuen his iudgement LOhan ſubiection doth the people faple. 


Againe this mayde which afoze him ſtode, 
Her ale da moſtknightyofentent CLenuoye, 
Tone her apart as he thought it good, | a 
And wytha knyfe ed her hert bloud: V is tragedy declareth in partye 
Dempt it better to flee her in clennes, hatmylcheke foloweth ofextozcion, 


Than the tirant her beauty ould oppꝛeſſe. x7 gf (pouſbzech andofauoutry;” - - 
11138 SET f By Tarqupn done thzough falſe ion 
Thus hole conſerued was her virginite, —— 1 — — TY 


Foz Uy2gynius to kepe her honeſte nd kalle outrages done to the poꝛa 
Spared nothyng to make her ſides blede, J ges Þ 9 wwe pozayle, 
But Appius foz this hozrible dede, Eke Appius of wylful tiranny 


And Decemulri thzoughhis vnhappye chaũce Igayne Uitginia tobe an attion, 


Had in that citye neuer gouernauce, Th:ough a falſe luſt of frowarde lechery, 
5 Blent and fer derked his memozy # realon: 
As the ſtoꝛy alſo maketh mencion, YOhich was chefe cauſe and occaſion 
Appius aGamed of this dede, Whp the eſtate of diz hom dpd fayle, 
Slough him ſelte fetred in pꝛiſon, Chꝛough falle outrage done to the poꝛaple. 


Of a falſe iuge lo here the final mede. | 
And tho Tribunt in Rome gan ſuccede, Kyng Philyp loſt ſceptre and regally, 
Twene right and w2onge truely to diſcerne, Df Macedone the famous regyon: 


And romapyne lawes iuſtly to gouerne. Unwarely ſlayne amyd his chiualrp, 

j Tha oz; {21 Sittyng at the table win his cheke dongeon , 
Men map here ſe as ina myꝛour tlexe, And greateſt rauſe ot his fallyng doun, 
Eſtates chaunged foz their great offences: Was whan foztune his pꝛide dyd aſſalie, 
And by ſome pooꝛe perſon ſingulere Foz falſe outrages done to the poꝛaple. 


Pꝛintes put doun from their maguificences, a 
Which not coltdzed in their great extcellèces, Duke Haſdzubal whome bokes magnify 
How god oꝛdeineth his perde in ſõdꝛy wile, ©. Ap tothe heuyn koꝛ hys hyghrenoun; © 
The pooze ſũwhile the pompous to chaſtiſe. whoſe triumphes taughe vp to the ſky, 

| I = And had al Cartage in his ſubiection: 
Here on to chewe example anone rygyt, Pet was he ſlayne vnwarely by treaſon, 


err ——— — -4 — — — h 
aulanias amanly knight, reaſon purpoled afoze in 
Of Macedony llonghPhilipthe kyng: — TSS 
Ata table wherche was ſitting | - Noblepzinces your reaſondo applye _ 
Atwene Alexandꝛe and Olimptades, Whych ouer the people haue dominacion, 
His wzong toauengeamyeddes al the p2eeg, — — 2 
34464332 s ene, een . | | de by ffectyon, | 
Eke Salmatoꝝ a knyght a lum degree Pꝛelerut their hartes from falle rebellion: 
1 1 ineſpeciat- - i... Sixth to pon nothyngemaꝝ more pzenaple, 


Than true ſubiection expert in pozaple, 
TCyhe. bi. Chapiter. 
Show Jeroboham kyng of Jſrael foz 


Idolatry a diſobedience came 
to a myſcheuous ende. 


| | — 


dfJohti Bothas Atkat. xivi 


erte theſe loves in Bochas as J Foz whych the kyng furiouſly lobing⸗ 
irnde, Put foꝛth his hand the ſtoꝛy matzeth mynde 
: There dyd appere vnto his pzelece, Bad his men the pzophet take and bynde. 


bunges lyre, hym praying to haue bot 3 
mynd 9 N And ashe his arme raught out on length 
Upon their fal by bnware violence, Had no power it to wythdzawe agepne, 
From they: eſtates of royal excellence, ' Wert vnweldy, contract, æ loſt his ſtrength, 
And tofoze al J ſpude that there came, And whan the kyng theſe tokens hath leyne, 
Of al Jſrael kyng Jeroboam, And how ß pꝛophet ſpake no woꝛd in veyne 


| | | Greatly aſtopned coude lay no moze, 

' Unto myne aurthour he gan to declare, But pꝛaied Jadan his arme toreſtoze, 
His deedly complaynt with a pale face: | LITER 
His great miſcheues and his yuel fare, And by his pzayer and mediarion 
And howe he fyl downe fro his kyngly place, Ok his arme,after this vengeaunce, 
Thzough vnhappes which dyd him enbzace, There was anone made reſtitucion, 
And as this ſtozy plainly hath deuyſed, And of his payne feleth aleyaunce. 
Fo his offences howe he was chaſtiled. Foꝛ which the zyng w ful great inſtaiice 

Required hym to be lo graciouſe, 


Jn Jdolater he was as it is tolde, . That dap to abyde and dyne in his houſe, 
Reyled vp auters of very foꝛce & myght, . | 1 
Set therupon two calfes of pure goide, But the pzophet would not aſſent 1 


Dyd them woꝛchyp agayne al ſkyl # ryght; Qouther wyth hym to eate noz to dꝛynke: 1 
Gaue euel example in the peoples ſyght, Tokehis alle and fozth anone he went, ' FF 
Whan he dyd wyth fames and enlence, On whoſe departyng p kynggan ſoze thynke i MRP 
To kalle ydols vndue reuerence, And fanfaſtes gan in his hert ſynke, 111 
| ET whan he toke hede, (dede, 0 

Fro the temple he made the people gone, - Ol all theſe tokens howe they were true in e 
Pꝛieſtes oꝛdained after his owne giſe, =, | {ME 

Foz(oke the trybe of Leuy and aron, Sod bad Jadan in this great empꝛile 1 

And whyle he dyd vnleful ſacrifice, Eate noz dzinkein no maner wyſe, - 

God that well knewe ofhym the falſe entent, In that citie,whyle he was pꝛelent: 

From Jeruſalem q pzophet tohym lent, ' + But another pꝛophet ofentent 

2 3-61 Fuloldeandſ\iygh on that other ſyde, 
Whych him rebuked of his miſgouernatice, Compelled hath this Jadan to abyde, 

Ind gan the parels tohymſpecifye: | 

Told him aloꝛe foz to do vengeaunte, Hym aloꝛſyng by falle colluſion 

Ol Dauid kyng there ſhould come one Joſye, To reſoꝛte agayne vnto the citye: 

Which chould his pꝛieſtes that faiſlycoudlye, And to make no contradiction 

Manly diſtrop t ſlee them al at ones, With hym to dyne of fraternitye, 


And into a bꝛen them lleche E bones. Tohym affy2mynge it may none other be, | 
ani 10 Foz god ent him as to his frende # bꝛother, 
Ind in token ol their diſtruetion, To abyde with him x plainly with none other, 
The pzophet tolde among them all Due 3 
e, ee, 
n is from their ſtage fall ithin e to ſhewe his pzeſence, . 
LOhom that foles their goddeg falſiy ral F rrpaſt and tefection . | 
ich haue no power to helpe in no maner; This is goddes wyl and fully his ſlentence, 
Foz they may neyther te, kele, noꝛ here. To whole wordes ß pꝛophet paue ctedente, 
* ann Andas they tate at dyner both in ere, 
After thys pꝛophet Jadan had tolde God vnto layd in thys maner. 
Theſe ſayde lignes playnly to the kyng, r SGGRUI TH: 09 
His auter fyl on peces many folde : Foz the bꝛekyng of my tomaundement, 


And ouerturned backe warde his ollring: Thy great offence g thy ang te Chat 
| | 51. at 


That thou haſt be ſo Dylfall negligent, 
Thou Galt endure this punicion: | 
Beal to tozne and rent of a lyon, | 
And in thy countrey thou halt not recure, 


With pzophetes to haue thy ſepulture. 


Of which thing this Jadannothynge fayne 
San to departs with tal hen agb: : 
— — ak. 
; I full great maruaile if t be wel ſought, 
Che lvon lyttyng as in their diffence, 

And kept them both from al violence, © 


Il thele tokkns myght not conuert 
Jeroboam fro his iniquitie, 

Goddes waruyughym lyſt not to aduerte, 
Nox by hys pꝛophete cozrected foz to be. 
Wherefoze god would that he Gould ſe 
Uengeaunce folowe as it dyd in dede, 
Both vpon hym and his kpured. 


A ſonne he had which fyl in great lickenes, 
Called Abia the boke doth ſpecify, 

Foz whych the king bad the quene her dzelle, 
To go dilgiled without company, 

Unto a pꝛophet which called was Achy. 
Yym to require truely foz to lep 

WWhetyer the chyld Gould lyue oz dey, 


And in his inward ſyght cotemplatife, 

God chewed hym by clere inſpection 

Ok Jeroboam how che was the wyke, 

Foꝛ al her (leyghty tranſfozmacion: 

_ Foz nouther fallas noz falle decepcion 

May be of god but it be parceyued, 

Fo he ne his pzophets may not be deceyued. 


She tame to him in ſtraunge wede, 


Ac the entryng he called her by her name: 


Come fozth(quod he)foz it is no nede 

To hide thy ſelfe as it were foʒ ſhame. 

Foz the trouth truely to attame, 

God hath peuen me fully knowledging, 
What thou ſhalt anſwe te a ſay to the kyng, 


Sap platnly to him, c marke in thy thought, 


In thy repayze theſe woꝛdes g: (gt 
Svth god hath made thee a tayled vp ol nou⸗ 
From a ſexuaut to as akynge, 
Fro Dayids kyn moſt woꝛthy reignin 
Parted the kyngdome a 


And thou bakynde 


Oft mani men armed in plate and malle, 


The ſecond bone N 


ä— ——— 
uliy foꝛgeten of thy frowardepztde, 
In faiſe goddes put thyne.affiaunce 
God abone falſiy let aſpde, 
Wherefoze from the anon he all deuyde, 
The kyngdomeHole wypthourt moze delay, 
And frotyylynethecrowne take away. 


And foz thou halt to thy confuſion 
Thy fayth vnfaithful to faiſe goddes take, 


Wzongly retuſed thy religion 


Ok god aboue, and playnty hm fozlabe, 


This is the ende whych p thou Hale make: 
hee and thy kyn no man may ſocour, 
Fleche, ſuyn, a bone, houndes yal deudur. 


Ind at thy entrynge home to the cite, 

Thy ſonne & his thou alt fynde him deed: 
Ok al hys kin though there were none but he 
Founde very take therof good hede. 
Of whychanlwere þ quene fil in great dꝛede 
Entryng the citie in eſpecial, | 
Her childe was dede a lay colde by the wal, 


Ofthys warning the king toke none hede, 
But made him redy w ful great aparkyle, 
Fozty thouſande wyth him he dyd lede 


With king Ibias foz to haue a bataple. 
The whiche Abtas that was of Juda kinge, 
Unto his people (aid at their metynge: 


O noble knightes haue one thing in memozy; 
man venquicheth platly to coclude 

ith great people,noz getteth victozy 

With nombzes heaped noꝛ greate multitude: 

Falſe pdolaters god wyl them delude, 

Not ſuffre his ſeruaunts that ben true 4 (ad, 

Ok milcreauntes to be ouerlad. 


Triumphe is none found of newe oz olde, 
In theſe Idols of ſtone noz ſiluer chene, 
Noz in Calues of mettall made,o2 golde, 
Peue to that partie which vntruly meane. 
Ind lithe p god knoweth our quarel clene, 


Ther is nohope,fozce none noz inyght, 


With them 5 groũde their cauſe againſt right. 
Hope of victozy ſtandeth vps tightwilnes, 


.  Ofthem þcaſt their (infai life to amende: 


Ind lyſt foxlake w20ngand al falſnes, 

And with hole hert vnto the loꝛde entende, 
Which al this day his grace to you ſende, 
Our trus cauſe truely to termyne, * 


- nd thus Ibias gan his tale fyne. 


is p2ecſtes gan their trũpes foz to blowe, 
A nd kyng Ibias thzough his high renoun, 
Gaue to his people both to high and low 
Ful manly comfozt and conlolacion, 

Ind fyfty thouſand by computacion 
Were ſlayne þ day which ful pzoudly came, 
Upon the party ofkyng Jeroboam, 


And al the partye of Jeroboam, 0 
And al that were ot his lyne bozne, _ 
After thys bataple bnto miſchefe came, 
Whan they were ſlayne w hoñdes al to tozne 
As the p2ophet had the told befozne: 

But foz the kyng toke therofno hede, 

With ſoden vengeaunce god quit his mede, 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


Howe zaras king of Ethyopc was 
| ſlayne in bataple. | 


Fter hym to Bochas dyd appere 
-| Next in oꝛdꝛe playniyas J fynde, 
One zaras wyth aſozoukuil chere, 
And he was kyng of Ethyope and Inde: 
Whole eyen were almoſt W wepyng blynde, 
Prapens myne auctour his vnhappy chalice, 
th other wokul to put in remembzaunce. 


Ind that he wouldrecozde by ſcripture. 

His ſodayne fall and doloꝛous diſtreſſe, 

And his diffamous hateful diſcomfiture, 
With the diſpoplynge of his great richeſſe: 
Ind how king Aſaph thzughhis high nobles, 
Ind his people as he dyd the aſſatle, _. 
Path him venquiched a llayne in bataple. 


Ty The. ix. Chapiter, 
ä Howe Idab kyng of Jeruſalem 
loſt ſceptre and crowne. 


1 Ifraeti than came the woofull 
kynge, : 


— — — 


FAN 
& 


— 


==) UntoBocas his chplaint reherling: 
Yow kyng Bala by ſubtyll falſe werkyng, 
With ſlaughter cauſed his fallyng, 
Whan fozrune gan falſely frowne, - | | 


and tobe baiuſtly tro him ſeptre  crowne. 


Che. x. Chapiie rr, 


of John Bochas. 


N | 
LA 


Called adab ful pytouſiy wepyng, 


Leak. xlbii 


¶ Howe the vengeable pzynce 3ambzias 
ſet a toure on fyze and bzente 
hymlelfe, 
Ext came 3abzias a pzince vegeable, 
* Whiche llough kinge Helam vy.taite 
treaſon, , | 
That was founde alſo ful vnſtable: 
Foz this 3ambzias of entention, 4 
Hath murdzed him within the chefe dongeon 
Ok his cafel wyth a ful great route, 
As he vnwarelp layde a liege aboute, 


But marin a pꝛince dt ful great might, 
Came in to Thatſe a famous great citye, 
And caſt hun playnlylyke a wozthy zuight, 
On this zambzias auenged foz to be, 

E ym to diſtroy without mercy oz pitie: 

2c Ut in a toute as zambzias went, 

Set it a fyze and lo hym lelfe bzent, (+. 


& The. ti. Chapiter. 
Ok king Frhab and Jez abel his wife. 


#1 3th lighes ſoze # wepig impoztable 
N. / Came kyng Achab vnto Bochas, 


* 
» 


Ai Whoſe yertelic ſozowe was incopa» 
rable, . 
Ind complayning ful oft ſapd alas: 
Belechyng him to wꝛite his woful caſe, 
Compile his falling and the fate yfere, 
Ok Athalta his owne doughter dere, 


To god aboue moſt contrarious | 
Thys Achab was in al his gouernaunce, 
Ind had a wyfe cruel and lecherous, 
Called Jeſabel, whiche ſet al her pleſaunte 
On goddes pꝛophetes foz todo vengeaunte. 
In the bible their malice men may le, | 
Ind Jdolaters they were both he and che. 


- 4; - | "God fo their treſpaces as it was well ſerne, 


Fkoze chewed by true pꝛophecp, 
Sent thze pere neither dewe ne reyne 
Upon the erth their graine to multiplye: 


Trl eft agayne by paper of Helye, 


Holſome waters from heuin gan diſcend, 


Which gaue thẽ cauſe theis life to amend. 
But his wyfe that curſed Jeſabel. 


To eche thing hateful which was ditiſne, 


An hundꝛed pꝛophetes che ſlough in I ſrael 
3 
Thzough whole ou rage #falle oppteſſior, 
AGO WOO eee. OP 


wes 
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The ſeconde boke 


Ol his enempes outrayed in bataile; _ 
With a charpe arow caught his fatal woũde, 
Tyl al his blode by bledyng dyd faile, 
About hys chare w many dꝛoppes rounde: 
That the woꝛdes were ful true founde 

Ok Helias, which told him as it ſtode, 

That hungry houndes ould lyc ke his blod. 


Ina titpe than called Jſrael | 

Dovone from a foure topned to a wall, 

The ſapd quene called 'Jeſabel, 

Was ouer caſt # had a deadlye fal: (of all, 
Touching theſe milcheues foꝛ the was cauſe 
Beware ye pzinces remebzing all your lyues, 
To eſchue falſe coũſaple yeue by your wiues. 


Che. xii. Chapiter. 


¶ How quene Athalia foz her tiran⸗ 
ny was ſlayne. 
==> a Crt to Achab in o2dze dyd ſue, 
N N Athalia w doleful countenaunce 
Bocas beſechyng, as hym thought 
due 93 5 
Het ſodapne fal to put in remembꝛaunce. 
Sours #chefe rote of ſoꝛow a miſchance. 
Js v(arpacis and falſe couetiſe, 
Lyke as her ſtoꝛy herafter chal deupſe. 


— — 


She was vpꝛeiſed by fauour in thze thinges, 


Fo father, bꝛoder, ⁊ alſo her hulbande 
Were in her tyme echone crowned kinges, 
With ſcepter # ſtwozde as ye hal vnderſtãd. 


Many empailes in their dates tobe on hande, 


Ind howe foꝛtune their highnes dyd aſſaile, 
J caſt choztly to make reherſayle, 
| 


She fyl of foztunein the vnhappye boundes, 
Fyꝛſt whan her father was wan arow dede, 
Dis blod bplicked b cruel hfigry houndes, 
About his chare rennyng downe ful rede: 
His body pale lay who that toke hede, 

Lyke acarreyne naked and dilpopled, 

With foule black erth amyd the keldeyſoyled, 


Cauſe of another bnhappy heuyneſſe 

And of her deedly deſolacion, 

Was the people felly dyd them dzeſſe 

Of Xrabye in their rebellion, - 
Agapne her hulband, ok entencion 

To robbe his treaſour to their auauntage, 
And take his richelle byoutragious pillage. 


Home ok his meynythey put in pzifon, 


There was agapnſt the made no defence: 
Spared nother citie, bozough,ne toun, 
Slough man a chyld thzough ſturdy violẽce: 
Her lozde enfect wyth lodaine peſtiience, 
Conceyued fully by his malady, 

There was no gapne but he muſt nede dye. 


After his deth molt wꝛetched x odible, 
His body cozrupt,his bowelles fyl doun: 
Ok his carapne the ſtench was ſo hozible 
The ayꝛe cnfect about hym enupꝛon, 
With lo great hoꝛt our and putrifaction, 
That no man myght abyde noz endure, 
To bzyng his body vnto ſepulture. 


Her third vnhap whereof che was ful fayne, 
That foztune lyſt her efte aſſaple, 

Made her vncle kyng Jozam to be ſlapne 
With an arow, as he fledin batayle:. 

She ſuppoſyng greatly it chould auayle, 
Lyke a woman moſt furious a wode, 

She ok king Dauid ſlough al pᷣ rial biode. 


Her purpoſe was to gouerne al the tealme 
Ilone her ſelte to haue dominacion, 

To reigne in Juda and Jeruſalem 

This Athalia by vſur pacion: 

And fo that cauſe in her entencion, 

With moztal ſwoꝛde che made tho fyne 
That were dilcẽded frõ Dauid doun by lyne. 


Except one Joas che left not one a lyue. 


Chyld of a pere, ſonne ot kyng Ocholp, 


Whom Jolaketh the ſtoꝛy dothe diſcriue 
Ok very pitie caught a fantaſy 
Thechilde to ſaue that he al not dre, 
From the malice of Ithalia 

And che was wyke to bychop Joiada. 


She a this bylhop with hole hert a entere, 

Kept this chylde in ful ſecret wyſe, 

Within the temple the (pace of leuen pere: 

And in the leuenth the ſtozye doth deuile, 

Joiada toke on him this empꝛiſle, : 
Ponge Joas vpon a certayneday, 

By iult title to crowne him i he may, 


His meſlangers he ſendeth out anone, 
Ok pꝛinces, tribunes, gan a connſaile cal, 
Ok pꝛeeſtes eke and leuites euerpchone: 
And whan he had dilcured to them al 

ole his entent, thus it is befal 1 
wozne and aſſented as it was ſyfting, 
That ponge Joas halbe —4 60 kyng. 

tit. 


Fos 


of John Bochas 


Fo2 by pꝛomiſe which ð is diuine 

(Quod Joiada) if ye take hede, 

God hath beheſted to Dauid d his lyne, 

Ind aſſured vnto his kynred 

Jn Jeruſalem how they hal ſuccede: 

And though Joasbe yong# tẽdꝛe of might, 
He to the crowne hath neuer the laſle ryghte, 


In this matter J wyl not that ye ſlepe, 
But to ſhewe your true diligence, 
On four parties the temple foz to 
That no man entre by no violence: | 
And in the myddes by royal excellente 
¶Quod this bychop) no man chal vs 
On 7 oas heade a crowne foz to let, | 

| 


And whan ech thing was bꝛeught to poynt 
Hys hygh eſtate to — and — 
The people anone whan he was auer, 
Uiuat rex they began to cry. | 
And whan Athalia gan this thyng 2k 


Fox very ire and the ſodayne wonder, 
Ok melancoly her clothes cut aſonder, 


Ran to the temple, and gan make a ap, 
With her mepny and to crye aloude, | 

Bad them go ſle c make no delay | 
The pong kyng, in al the haſt they coude. 
Her venym hid vnder a couerte cloude, 

Al atones her purpoſe torecure, 
By lodaine malice che gan Þ day dylcure. 


The temple was kept, entre had che none, 
People oꝛdayned awaytyng foꝛ the nones: 
Ind oꝛ ſhe might any further gone, 
Clenly armed the Centuriones 

(The cruel quene aſſayled al at ones. 
And of her malice to w2yte a choꝛt tale, 


(They flough her after at Cedzon in the vale, 


Lo here the ende ofmurdze & tiranny, 
Lo here the ende ofvſurpacion, 
Lohere the ende of falſe conſptracy, 
Lo here þ ende ot falſe pꝛeſumcion: 


O noble pzinces though god make pou ſtrõg, 
(Toryghtful heyzes beware ye do no w2ong, 


CLenuoye, 
Da tragedies to eftates # degrees 


Fully declareth the decepcions 
w x,Dffoztunes faile mutabilitees, 


@oun; 
Boꝛne rightfull heyzes w2ongly to put them 


Shewed in pꝛouintes cities and eze touns: 
zinces vnwarelp loſt their poſſeſſions, 

hich foz their ſynnes in diuerſe wyſe, 
Had of god warnyng, a lyſt not foz to tyſe. 


Mighty pꝛinees calt do bone from their ſees, 
Loſt their lines and their regions, | 
Unwarely thꝛow front their felicitces: 
Jeroboam foz his oppzeſſions, *' 

And fo2 his frowarde falſe oblacions 

Done to Idols, his ſtoꝛy doth deuyſe, 
Had of god warning, a lyſt not foz to ryfe· 


Achab alld had great aduerſitie , 
Thꝛough falle coũſaile and erhoztacions 
Of Jezabel rote of iniquities, - 
Dyd to his people great ertozcions: 


She ſlough pꝛophets, goddes champions, 
Both he and che moſt curſed in their gyle, 


Had of god warnyng, a lyſt not foz to ryſe, 


Athalia with her duplicitees, 
And conſpired falſe intruſions, 
Slouh Dauids ſede to entre their digniteeg, 


And poſſede their dominacions: 


But koꝛ her hateful falſe colluſions, 
Unwarelp ſlapne foꝛ her great couetiſe, 
Had of god warnyng, a lyſt not foz to ryſe. 


Pꝛintes remembꝛe in pour p2olperitees, 


And ſe afoze in pour diſcrecions: 
Wꝛong ciyming vpok Cates oz degrees, 
Outher by murdꝛe oz by falle treaſons, 
Aſketh a fal foztheir final guerdons. 
Namely ok them that the loꝛd diſpiſe, 
Ind koꝛ his warnyng lyſt not 4 torile, 


Cbe. xi. Chapter. 


CHoweDydoquene of Cartage flough | 
her (elfe foꝛ conſeruacion of 


her chaſtitie, SE 


JET; —— muſte J put my rude ſtile in 
F pꝛees, ä N 

8 — n Dido makynge my paſ- 

Her Loꝛde Siche was pzieſt to Hercules, 


— = 


Her father Belus fal in great age, 


Kyngof Tire # ſhe quene of Carthage: 
And it is red in bokes that ben true, 


Bom fi in Tire was found purple heboe. 


Chadmug founde fyzlt letters foꝛ to wzite, | 
I iii, Gaus 


| Theſecond boke 


Gaue them to Grekes,as made is mencton, 
' Whole bzother Fenix as clerkes eke endite, 
Founde firſt the colour of vermilion; 
And of Cartage the famous mighty toun, 
This ſayd Dido, her ſtoꝛʒy doth expꝛes, 
How the was quene and foundereſſe. 


But her-huſband was chefe lozde a ty2e, 
Called Sicheus full famous of renoun, 

Ok this noble citie called Tyze, | 
Had great treaſour & great poſſeſſion: 
And-foz enuy kyng Pigmalion ; | 
Bꝛoder to Dido this Siche llough in dede, 
Ok kalle entent his richelle to poſſede. 


Dido this ſlaughter toke greuoullp to hert, 
Soze complayning this vahappy chaunce: 
Catt che would if che might aſterte, 

Flye out of Tire and her lyfe auaunce, 
With al the trealour # the haboundaunce, 
Behyndeleft,whan her lozde was dede, 

Her chyppes entryng went awape foz dzede, 


She knewe and dzede the gredy auarice 

Of her bꝛother kyng Pigmalion, 

And how that hateful vnſtauncheable vice 
Was grounde, and rote, and chefe occaſion, 
Why Þ her loꝛd was llayne in that toun: 
Foꝛ whome ſhe cried ful oft welaway, 
Whoſe deth was caule why che ted away. 


She had allo this opinion, 

Which cauſed molt her hertly heuinelle: 
That lith ber bzother Pigmalion 

Had llayne her loꝛde fo2 his great ryches, 
If ſhe abode that he woulde hym dꝛeſſe, 
Parcel foꝛ malice,parcel foz couetyle, 
To haue treaſour ſome treaſon to pꝛactiſe. 


Ind foꝛ to eſchewe his malice treaſon, 
Foz her nauy <e maketh oꝛdinaunce, 

By the auiſe of them in whom as by reaſon, 
She ould of ryght let her affiaunce: 

And they ful redy her to do pleſaunce, 

By one aſſent foznothynge would faple, 
With tayze Dydo out of that lande to ſayle, 


In Cypꝛes fyꝛſt was her aryuaile: 
And there che kounde by the riuer ſyde, 
Of yong maydens w ful rych apparaple, 
Sirty and ten in the lame tyde, 
Whiche in the temple of Menus dyd abyde, 
After the cuſtome as J can repozte, 
Of Cypꝛiens, ſtraungers todiſpozte, 


And in their moſt faythfulhumble wyſe 
After the ryghtes of Cypze the countre, 
Unto Uenus eche day do ſacrifice, | 
Them toconleruein their birgmite: 
Duryng their life to lyue in cyaftitye, - 
Neuer to be ioyned in mariage 
And w quene Dydo they went to Cartage, 


In their paſſage fyll a great my2racle 
As Deruius maketh mencion, 
Foz Dydo toke of Juno this ozacle, 
Outher by apparyng oz by aduiſion, 
Ok Cartage to bylde that myghty toun: 
And at reuerence of that great goddeſſe, 
She to the parties faſt gan her d2eſle 


The layd citye ſtately foz to founde, 

And her werkemen as they the erth ſought 
An oxes head of auenture they founde, 

And to quene Dido anone the head brought, 
Meninge wherok to lerche out they thought: 
And her clerkes in their deumaple, 

Tolde it was token of ſeruage # trauayle, 


Foz which che liſt not to buylde in that place, 
But remeued as che ought of ryght, 

Ind fro thence but a litel (pace, 

A (oyle che founde ful dylectable of ſight: 
And as her werkmen wyth their full myght , 
The grounde gan ſerch oz they toke hede, 
The ſtoꝛp telleth they found an hozſe head, 


Ind by expownyng of her deuinours, 
Founde this beaſt myght greatly auaile 
Unto pꝛinces and mighty conquerours, 
Neceſſary in werre and bataple: 

And foz no wight her nobleſſe choulde aſſaile, 
Cartage the buylded of lo great excellence, 
Againe al enempes to ſtand at diffence, 


Some bokes declare and ſpecify, 

Dydo dyd as much land purchace, 

As a ſkyn in rounde might occupy 

Ok an xe, theron to buyld a place: 

(The grounde copaſſed toke a large ſpace, 
Whych ſtrongly buylded thus it is befal, 
After theſkyn men Bypꝛla dyd it cal, 


And whan this citie mightily was walled , 
After a ſkyn w2ought by good curray, 

The name toke, Carta it was called: 
Lether of Birſa plainly this is no nay. 

(Toke eke his name durynge many a day, 
Carta and Bir ſa knit in their langage, 10 


of John Bochas. 


7s much to lay, as this 02d Carthage, 


And in Affryke ſtant this teritozy, 

Where the builded this citye dilectable: 
Founded it in laude and memozy | 
Of mighty Juno, the goddeſſe honozable, 
The citye walled w towers strong © ſtable, 
Time of kyng Dauid,amidde the fourth age, 
As J ſapd erſt;called it Cartage. 


With great woꝛchyp che raygned in p towne 
Euer of purpole to liue in chaſtitie, 

Ind rounde about floured her renowne, 

Ok her pzudence and her honeſtye: 

Cyll the repoꝛt of her famous beautye, 

- Came to the eares, which gladly wil not hide 
Of a kyng that dwelled there beſide, 


Of Mulptans he was loꝛde and ſyze, 
As poetes playnly lyſt decryue, 

Whiche in his hart greatly gan deſire, 
The quene Dido by her aſſent to wiue, 
Unto her grace if he might aryue: 
But foz che had auowed chaſtitie, 

She neuer caſt maried to be. 


© he kyng luppꝛiſed w lone in his courage. 
Foz her wildome, and her great bountee 
Sent fox the pzinces of Carthage, 5 
On this matter to haue a treatee: ; 
To condilcende if it might be, | 

Like his deſire in all their beſt entent, 
Do their deuop2e to make her conſent, 


With his requeſt he gan them eke manace, 
It he fayled of his entencion, 

Like his deſire to ſtande in her grace, 
Sapd he would be enemy to their towne: 
To oꝛdayne by fozce foz their deſtruction, 
Not fully ſober, noꝛ fully in arage, | 
This was to them playnely his langage. 


But foz they knewe her great ſtedfaſtnes 
And her hart very immutable, 

They were aferde any wozd to expꝛeſſe, 
Leſt their aunſwere were not acceptable, 

To his highnes, koꝛ he was not treatable, 
Cke in their conceyt they gan alſo recozde, 
Co his deſy2e the quene would not accoꝛde. 


With good aduice an anſwere they puruey, 
To his purpoſe in party fauourable, 
Iferde he would their noble towne werrey, 
Oz of diſdayne vpon them be vengeable; 


Leak. xlir. 


But yg ans ng ape table, 
Caſt ſhe would whatſoener they her tolde, ' 
Yer chaſt auowe faythfully to holde. 


She let aſide of this cruell-kyng 

His fell manaces,and his woꝛds great, 
Ind to her pzynces foꝛ their conſentyng, 
Which ſtode in feare of he did them thzeate, 
She vnto them yaue a maner heate: 

Foz they were bolde to attempt oz attame, 
To treate of matter rebounding to her hame 


Nay rather dyecquod Ge) than aſſent 

To his deſires, whiche thing god fozbede: 
On łro the tenter of my chaſte entent 

Foz to remeue other in thought oꝛ dede, 
Whicye were dilclaunder to all womanhead, 
To tcondiſcende foz any manacyng, 

To bꝛeake a vowe fox pleaſaunce of a kynge 


Touchyng manates made to the citie 
Foz to deſtroy it with his great myght, 


Without cauſe oꝛ title of equitie 


To ground him a quarell agapne right, 
Onely foz he is blynded of his lyght, 
With froward luſt my chaſte auowe to aſſaile 
Be ryght well ſure how he therof ſhall faple. 


It ye were bolde and manly of courage, 

Foꝛ comon pꝛofite your citye to defende, 
And to wſtande his vycious outrage, 
To treate whim ye would not condiſcende: 
But mine entent platly to compzehend, - 
Whether it be to you iope oz diſpleaſauntce, 
In my pꝛomiſe albe no variaunce. 


My loꝛde Sicheus whiche, alas, is deade 
Unto the woꝛlde, who lyſt aduert, 

Truſt verely foꝛ manacyng noꝛ dꝛeade 
That he hall neuer dye in myne hert: 
Noꝛ he ſhall neuer myne auowe peruert, 
Thus auyſed while that J ſtande fre, 
Quene of Cartage to gouerne this citye, 


Mine haſty anſwere J pꝛap you not diſdaine 

But that ye liſt to peue me libertye, 

With your (uppozt that I may attayne, 

To haue a ſpace graunted vnto me: 

This is to mene, the ſpace of monethes thze, 
lozdes will to accomplythe of entent, 


Ny | Fe 
whilome made in his teſtament, 


Under couloure to her aduauntage, 
She toke this 1 44. ſpecify; 
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That the might her citye of Cartage, 

The meane time ſtrongly foxtify, | 
Igapne her enemies, that foz no luggardy 
Ok them that would her high eſtate confound 
Unpurueyed her city not be founde, 


Whan thꝛe monethes paſſed were and gone, 


She after would foz hartiy pleaſaunce, 


With ſundzy ryghtes many mo than one, 
To all her goddes do ſome obleruaunce: 
Fo a ſpeciall ſinguler remembꝛaunce 

Of him that was(as ye ſhall vnderſtande) 


'COhilom her lozde and belt beloned huſband, 


Ind moze to exalt her glozy and his honour, 
Held his exequies by due reuerence | 
Ok all Cartage in thehighelt tower, 


- YOith bꝛenning fire,fumes,and incence, 


Her pꝛinces all beyng in pꝛelence, 
To whyche the gan declare in complaynyng, 


Her deadly ſoꝛow, down fro her tower loking 


Farewel my frendes, farewell foꝛ enermoze, 
Unto my loꝛd my huſband J muſt. gone, 


To him J meane þ was my lozde of poze, 


Fo2 of hulbandes god wot J haue but one: 
Pꝛaiyng you to repozt euerichone, 
After my death Dydo of Cartage 

Joyned was but ones in marpage. 


Sap to the kyng whiche you manaced, 

My chaſte beauty that he woulde aſſaile, 
Go teil him how that Jam paſſed, 

Ind of his purpoſe how that he all faile. 
His manacyng chall not him auaple, 

And lay how Dydo dyed foz the nones. 

Foz ſhe not would be wedded moꝛe the ones. 


Lener J haue my life now to lole, 
Rather than ſoyle my tyDowes chaſtitie: 
Let him go further ſome other to chole, 
Foz in ſuch caſe he all not ſpede ot me. 


And with the treaſure of mine honeſty, 


Which J haue truely obſerued all my lyue, 
J will depart out of this woꝛlde now blyue, 


Ind into fire that bzent clere and bꝛyght, 
She ran in haſte, there is no moze to ſapne: 
Saue with aknyfe in euery mans ſight, 
Full ſodapulp che rofe her hart in twapne, 
Whoſe piteous death the city gan tomplapne, 
Soꝛe wepyng koꝛ wonder and foz ruthe, 

In a woman tofinde lo great a truth, 


After her death they did their buſineg, 
To holde and halowe a feaſt funerail: 
Woꝛchipped her like a chaſte goddeſſe, 
And her commended ineſpectall 5 
To heauenly goddes, and goddes infernall, 
Ind wydowes all in their clothes blake, 
At this feaſt wept fozher ſake, 


Touching Bydolet there be no ſtryfe, 


Though that Ge be accuſed of Ouide: 

After Bochas J w oke her chaſte life, 

And the contrary J haue ſet aſide, 

Foꝛ me thought it was better to abide 

On her goodnes, than thing rehearſe in dede 
Which might relowne again her womanyede 


To Eneas though the were fauourable, 
To Jtayle makyng his paſſage, 

All that che did was commendable, 

Him to receyue commyng by Cartage: 

Tho ſome folke were large of their langage, 
Amille to expoune, by repoꝛt, oꝛ to expꝛeſſe, 
Thing done to hym onely of gentlenes. 


There ſhall foz me be made norehearſayle, 

But as I finde wzytten in Bochas: 

Foz to ſap well may much moꝛe auayle 

Than froward ſpeach in many diuers caſe, 

But all Cartage oft ſayd, alas, 

— coplaynyng thꝛoughout their citye 
hiche ſlew her lel fe to oblerue her chaſtitye. 


CLenuoy, 


Fapꝛe Dydomoſt able in thy conſtaſice 
Nuene of Cartage, myꝛroꝛ ot hie nobles 
Raignyng in glozy & vertuous habandafice, 
Called in thy ttme chefe (ours of genttines, 
In whom was neuer founde doublenes, 
Aye ok one hart, and ſo thou diddeſt fyne, 
With light ol trouth al wydowes to enlumin 


Chaſt and vnchaunged in thy perſeueraunce, 
And immutable founde in goodnes, 

Whiche neuer thonghteſt vpon varraunce, 
Foꝛte # pzudence wardeins of thy fapꝛenes, 
J haue no langage thy vertues to expzeſle; 
By new repoꝛt lo clerely they ſhyne, 
With light ot trouth al widowes to enlumine. 


O lode ſtarre of all good gouernaunce, 

All vytious luſtes by wildome to repꝛeſſe, 
(Thy grene vouth ſlouryng with all pleaſaũce 
Chou didſt it bzydle we vertuous no 


Dyane demeaned ſo chaſtly thy clenneſſe, _ 
Wyyle thou were ſole playnely to termyne, 
With light of truth al wydowes to enlumpne 


Thy famous bounty to put in remembꝛaũce, 
Thou ſlewe thy ſelfe of innocent purenes, 
Leſt thy lurenes were hanged in balaunce, 
Ol ſuch that caſt them thi chaſtitie to oppꝛes: 
Death was inoughe to beare therof witnes, 
Cauſyng thy beauty to all clennes ntum? 


With light of vertue al widowes to enlumine 


CLenuoy,dyzect to wydowes of the 


Noble matrons whiche haue ſuffiſacice, 
Ok womanhead your wittes to vpdzelle 
How that foztune liſt to turne her chaunce, 
Be not to retchleſſe of ſodapne haſtines: 


Brut ap pꝛouide in pour ſtablenes, 


That no ſuch koly enter in your courage, 
To folow Dydo that was quene of Cartage 


With her maners haue none acquapntaunce, 
Put out of minde (uch lottyſhe wilfulnes, 
To flea pour ſeite were a great penaunce, 
God of his grace defende pou and bleſle, 

Ind pꝛeſerue your variant bꝛotlenes, 

That pour trouth fall in none outrage, 

To folow Dido ;; was queneof Cartage, 


With conert colour and ſober countenaunce, 
Of faythfull meanyng pzetendeth a likenes, 
Counterfapteth in ſpeache and dalyaunce, - 
All thinge that lowneth into ſtedfaſtne 

Ok pzudence by great auiſenes, | 
Pour ſelfe reſtrapneth yonge and olde of age, 
Tofolow Dydo that was quene of Cartage, 


Let all your pozt be boyde of diſplealaunce, 
To get frendes do your buſines, 3 
And be neuer without purueyaunce, 

So qhall pe beſt encreaſe in ryches: 

In one alone map be no ſykernes, . 

To pour hart be dyuers of langage, _ 
Contrary to DydoÞ was quene of Cartage. 


Holde your ſeruauntes vnder obeyſaunte, 
Let them neuer haue fredome noz largenes, 
But vnder daunger do their obſeruaunce: 
Daunt their pʒyde, them bzydle th lownes, - 
And whan the ſerpent ofnewefanglenes, 
Aſſayleth you. do your aduauntage, 
Contrary to Dydo f was quene of Cartage. 


of Johni Wochas 


"Wherfoze foztune hath him call downe 


Acak. li 
¶ che. iii. Chapter: 
how vytious Sardanapalus kyng of 
Iſlirte bzent him ſeife and his 
| treaſure, 


F Aſſirietoreken kynges all, 
iche had that lande vnder ſub⸗ 


And complaynyng moſt vgly of manere; 
Next after Dydo to Bochas did appere; 


To vycious luſt his life he did enclyne; 
Among Allyziens whan he his raigne gan: 
Ok falle vlage he was ſo feminine, 

That among women vpon the rocke he (pan 
In their habitediſgyſed from a man, 
Ind ol froward flechly inſolence, 

Ok all men he ftedde the pzeſence, 


Firſt this kyng chaſe to be his gyde 

Mother of vyces called ydienes, 

LObhiche ofcuſtome eche vertue let aſyde; 

In eche courte where che is maiſtreſſe, 

Ok loꝛow andmiſchefke is the firſt foundzeſle, 


Which cauſed onely this Sardanapall 
That to all goodnes his wittes did appall. 


He founde vp firſt ryote and dzonkennes, 
Called a father ofluſt and lechery: 
Hatefull of harte he was toſobernes, 
Chcriſhpng ſurſetes, watche,and glotony; 
Called in his time a pꝛynte of baudzy, _ 
Founde rereſuppers and fetherbeddes ſoft, 
DP2ynkelate,and chaunge his wines oft, 


The ayꝛe of meates andofbaudy cokes, 
Which of cuſtome all day roſt de, 
Dauoure of lpittes,ladels,and fleht hokes 
He loned well, and tokeof them great hede: 
Ind folke that dzanke moze than it was nede 
Smellynge of wine foz their great exceſſe, 
With them to abide was holly his gladneg. 


De thought allo it did him good _— 
To haue about him without ſkyll and right 
Boyſtous bochers all beſpzeint with bloude, 
And watry fiſhers abode aye in his lyght: 


Their coates poudzed th ſcales ſiluerbzygyt, 


Dempt their odour duryng all his lyfe, 
Was to his courage beſt preſernatyfe, $01 
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- Terrib 


The ſecond bone 


- Foz there was no herbe, ſpice, graſſe, ne rote, 
To him lo luſty as was the bozdelhoule: 

Noz gardeyn none ſo holeſome noz ſo ſote, 

To his pleaſaunce,noz ſo delicious, 

As the pꝛelence of folke lecherous: 

And euer glad to ſpeake of rybaudzy, 

And folke cheryhe that coulde flatter # lpe. 


Tyll at the laſt God of very rige 

Dilplealſed was with his condicions, 

Becauſe he was in euery mannes light 

So feminpne in his affections, © 

And wholy yaue his inclinations 

DurPo& Wie life to euerp vycious thing, 
e toheare and namely ofa kyng. 


But as Bechas liſt to put in minde, 

Whan Arbactus a pzince of great renowne, 
Dawe of this kyng the fleſhely luſt blynde, 
Made with the people of that region 
Agaynſt him a coniuration, 

And to him ſent foz his miſgonergaunce, 
Ok high diſdapne a full playne defyaunce, 


Bade him beware, a pzoudly to him tolde 
That he hun caſt his victous life to aſſaile, 
And in all haſte alſo that he woulde 
Within a fielde mete him in battaple: 
Wherof aſtonied his hart gan to faple, 
Where among womte he (ate makyng gaudes 
No wight about but flatterers and baudes. 


Ind vp he roſe and gan him ſelfe auaumte, 
No company w him but ſeruauntes ryotous, 
Toke the felde without gouer naunce, 

No men ot armes but folkes vycious: 
Whoſe aduerſary called Irbactus, 

Made him pzoudly the felde to fozſake, 

Ind like a cowarde his caſtell to take. 


Ind foꝛ his hart frowardly gan fayle 

Hot like a knyght. but lite a loſeniour, 

Bis riche piet rex: his ropal apparayle, 

is golde his iewels, his veſſell,@ treaſure, 
as bzought afoze him downe fro a toure 
Amid ot 1 lace, a paue his men in charge 
Ol cole and fagot to make a fpze large: 


In whiche he caſt his treaſoure and iewels, 
Moe like a beaſt than a manly man, 
And amyd his riches; ftones,aud veſſels, 
Juto the fire fariouſly he ranne::: 
This triumphe Sardanapalus wanne, 


Whiche fyze conlumed fo his finall mede, | | 


My laſt dayxes tobeconſumpt with fyze, 


. Bulyed euer to hinder and to let 


That founde out mulyte and melody 


Bꝛent to ahes among the coleg rede. 


Q ofoze his death bade men Gould waite 
Upon bis graue, the boke dothe ſpecify, 
With letters large this reaſon foztoendit2; 
My curled life, my froward glotony, 
Mine ydlenes,mpne hatefull lechery 

Hath cauſed me with many faile deſire, 


This epitaphe on his graue he let 
To ſhew how he — hig — 5 


All maner vertue, and theragayne to ſtriue 
Who foloweth his trace is not like to thaiue: 
Foz whiche ye pꝛynces ſe fo pour auayle, 
Uengeaunce ape foloweth vyces at the tayle, 


The xv. Chapter. 


A commendation of Bochas, reherſing the 
vertuous names of foũders of diuers (ciens 
ces and cunnynges in repzefe of 
vdlenes, 


pere were other that liſt to pꝛouide, 
Falſe fteſhly luſtes, and diſſolations, - 
- Kyvte,outrage, froward diſdaine and 


 Uyces to enhaunce in their affections (pꝛide 


With many vnlefull croked condicions, 
Reaſon auoyding as J rchearſe ſhall, .. 
Them ſelues delitpng foz to be beſttall, 


Two maner folkes to put in remembzaunce, 
Ok vyte and vertue to put in a difference: 
The good al way hath let their pleaſaunce, 
In vertuous labour to do their diligence, 
And vyctous people in ſlouth and negligence, 
Ind the repozt of bothe is reſerued, 5 
With laude ozlacke as they haue deſerued. 


Men mult of ryght the vertuous pꝛeferre, 
And truely pꝛayſe laboure and vulines: 
And agay de dilpꝛayſe folke that erre, 
Vhiche haue nd iope but in ydlenes. 

And to compate by maner ot witnes. 
Uertuous folke, J will to mynde call, 


Jnrevukyng of kyng Sardanapall, 


He olde wiſecalledPitagozas, 
7 By loidofhimers.auctourscertifye;  - 
Example tote, andchefe maſter Wass 


Pet 


of John Bochas. 


pet of Tuball ſome bokes ſpecify, 


That he bi ſtroke of (myths where thei ſtode 
7 — firſt out mulyke toloꝛe Noe ftoude, 


and Joſephus remembꝛeth byſcripture, 
Zee, 
yma 0 _—_ 
Ob intrumentes of yzon and of tele, 
And their tempzures he found out euery dele 
Lucius Tarquyn in ſtozy as J finde. 
Founde chapnes fyꝛſt folke to fetter & binde. 


childzenof Seth, in ſtozy ye may ſe 
derer deen e ſucceſſions, 
to . 
— firſt the craft ofheauenly mocions, 
Founde of ſundzy ſtarres the renoluetons, 
Bequeth their cunnyng of great aduauntage, 
To them that after came of their linage. 


Foz their vertue god gaue them great cũnyng 
Touching natures both of earthand heauen; 
And it remembzed ſothly by wzityng, 

To laſten aye foz water oz fo2 leuen. 
Generations there were of them ſeuen, 
Whiche foz vertue wout warre oz ſtrite, 
Traueyled in ctinyng, durynge all their life, 


Ind foz that Adam did p2ophecy, 

Twile the woꝛld deſtroyed Gould be, 

With water ones, and ande in icopardy, 
Aert with fire, whiche no man might flee: 
But Seths childꝛen that all this did lee, 
Made two pyllers where men might graue, 
From fire and water the charects foz to laue. 


That one was made of tyles hardeybake, 
Fro touche of fire to laue the ſcripture: 

Of harde marble they did another make, 
Againſt water ſtrongly to endure, 

To ſane ot letters the pꝛynt and the figure, 
Foz their tunnyng afoze gan fo pꝛouide, 
Igapne fire c water perpetually to abyde. 


They dempt their cunnyng had ben in veyne, 
But folke with them had ben partable, 

And foz their laboureGould after be leyne, 
They it remembzed by wzytyng full notable, 
Ind tofoze god a thing full commendable, 
To them that folow by fctipture and wzityng 
Oz that men dye depart their cunnyng. 


Fot by olde time folke diners craftes founde, 
In ſandy wile foz occupacion, . 


Teat. li. 


Eire me en ans 
r t enteticion. 
To put their laboure in erect 9 
And to outrage, this is very trouth, 

Fro mannes life nogligence and ſlouth. 


Olde Enoke full famous of bertue 

Th nnay is dense ieberg t Heber, 
Ind in a pill ex they were kept ot ſtone, : 
Till that the floudeof Noe was gone: 
Andafter him Cam was the ſeconde, = 
By whom mo of Hebzue lefters was founde, 


And Cathacriſmus the firſt was that fande, 


Letters alſo, as of that langage, 


But letters wꝛitten by Gods owone hande, 
Moles firlt toke, moſte bzight ot his vylage, 
Upon Syna as he heide his paſſage. 

of tarectes and names in ſentence, ' 
From other wzityng had a difference, 


Ehe afterward as other bokes tell, 

Ind ſaint Hierome rehearleth in his ſtyle, 
Under the empyze of 50z0babell, 
Eſdꝛas of Hebzue gan letters firft compple: 
Ind Abꝛaham long erſt a great while 
The firſt was inbokes men map ſe, 

That found letters of Ciria and Calde; 


Iſys in Egypt founde dinerſitie 
Ok lundꝛy letters parted into twaine, 
Firſt foꝛ pzteftes and foz the comontie, 
Uulgarletters che did allo ozdayne, 

Ind Fenices did their buſy payne 
Letters ot Greke to finde in their entent, 

Whichethat Cadmus firſt into Grete lent. 


Whiche in number fully were ſeuentene, 
Whan of Troy ended was the battayle, 
Pallamides their la to | 
Put thze therto whithe greatiy did anaple, 
Pitagozas kor pzudent gouernaile, 
Founde firſt ont y, a figure to dilcerne, 
Che life here cast a the lik that is eterne, 


22 
rmentes founde off pzudence, 
Great Omerus in Jſidozye map fer, 


Firſt in Rome e deere 
goures, 


Of R#thozyke Tullms 
Plea and defence of fabcill ozatours, hy 


The ſeconde boke 


Callierates a grauer moſt notable, - 

Of white puoze did his bulines, 

His hande, his eye, ſo iuſt were and ſo ſtable, 
Ol an ampt to graue out the likenes, 

Upon the ground as nature doth him dꝛeſſe. 
This craft he kounde, as Sardanapall 
Founde ydlenes mother of vyces all, 


Ok a ſtriueyn Bochas maketh mencion, 
How in a ſcrowe of little quantitpe, 

Wꝛote of all Troy the deſtruction, 
Folowyng Omerus by great ſubtiltye, 
Whiche is had amonggrekes in great daintie 
Becauſe ye was founde in his wzityng, 

Do compendious the Kozy rehearſyng, 


* Arthimides made a chare alſo, 
| And a ſmall @<yp with all the apparayle, 
So that a Bee might cloſe them both two 
Under his wings, which is a great maruaile 
And nothing (ene of all the whole entayle. 
This craft he founde of vertuous bulineg, 
To elchue the vyce of froward ydlenes, 


Pan god of kynde with his pypes ſeuen 

Of recoꝛders, founde firſt the melodyes 

Ok Mercury that ſit ſo hye in heauen, _ 
Firſt in his harpe founde lugred armonies. 
Yolſom wines though fined from their ly2g 
Bacchus founde firſt on vines heauy lade, 
Licour of lycours,courages fo2 to glade. 


Perdxy by compas founde tryangle #lyne, 
Ind Euclyd firſt founde Geometrye: 
Ind Phebus founde the craft of medicine, 
Aibumaſar founde aſtronomy, 

Ind Mynexua gan chares firſt to gye. 
Jaſon firſt ſayled, in ſtoꝛp it is tolde, 
Toward Colchos to winne the flece of gold, 


Ceres the goddeſſe founde firſt tylth of londe, 
Dionplius triumphes tranſitozy: : 
And Bellona by fozce firſt out fonde, 
Conqueſt by knighthode. & in the field victozy 
Ind Martis ſonne as put is in memozy, 
Called Etholus founde ſperes charpe & bene, 
To runne in warre in plates bꝛyght a chene. 


0 Eke Ariſteus founde out the vlage 
ö Ok mylke and cruddes, and of hony ſote, 
Piroydes foz great aduauntage 
7 Fro flyntes ſmote fyꝛe daryng in the rote. 
411 And Pallas whiche p may to colde do bote 
= Founde out weauyng this is very lothe, 


Thzough her pzudence of all maner clothe, 


Ind Fido founde lirſt out the lcience 

Ok meaſures and of pzopozcions, 

And foꝛ marchauntes did his diligence 

To finde balaunces by iuſt diuiſions, 

To auoydeall fraude in cities and in townes, 


On nouther party, playnly to comppie, 


Ok true weyght that there were no gyle. 


ompare in o2der clerel all theſe thinges, 
ounde ok olde tyme by diligent trauaple, 
To the plealaunce of pzynces and kynges, 
To ſhewe how much cunnyng may auaple: 
And wey again warde ß froward aquitaple, 
Contrariouſly how Sardanapall, 
Founde ydlenes mother of vyces all. 


Let pꝛintes all hercoftake hede, 


What auapleth vertuous bulſines: 

And what damage the reuerſe dothe in dede, 
Upycious life, ſlouthe, and pdlenes. 

And theſe examples let them eke empzeſſe 


AImpd their harte, and howe Sardanapall, 


Founde pdlenes, mother of vyces all. 
.  Cllenuoy, 


Oble pꝛynces here pe map well ſe, 

As in a mpꝛrour ot full clere euidence, 
By many examples moze than two oz thze, 
What harme foloweth of ſlouth a negligence 


Depe impꝛintyng in your abuertence, 


How great hindzing doth wilful frowardnes 
To pour eſtate thzough vycyous ydlenes, 


Whan reaſon fayleth, and ſenſualitye  - 
Holdeth the bzydle of lecherous inſolence, 
Ind ſobernes hath loſt his libertie, 

And to falſe luſt is done the reuerence: 

And vyte of vertue hath an apparence, 
Milleadeth pzynces of wil retchlelnes, 
To great errour of froward ydlenes, 


eee ee 
d pe e 
wy 8 alter 

| _ layne, 


Nhis ſtudy as Bochas ſafe mulyng, 
With many an vncouth lolemne fantaſy, 


To him appeared many a mighty * 


of John Bothas 


And tofoze all came wozthy Amazie: 
His (onne alſo that called was Osie, 
Of Dauids bloud diſcended as J rede, 
Eche after other in Juda to ſuccede, 


Firſt Jmazias complayned on foztune 

- Cauſing his greuous great aduerſities, 
(The traptoꝛeſſe called in commune,:-, 

Thele kinges twapne caſtyng frõ thei 


n 
ir ſees; 
Whole ouerturnyng from their dignuies, 
Unware fallyng,dzeadfull and terrible, 
Ben ceriouſiy remembzed in the bible. 


Their ende men may there reade and ſe, 
How foꝛtune their fates did entrete: 
Wherfoze to eſchue and fiye pꝛolixitie 
Of tedious thing, in this pꝛoceſſe to lete, 
Ind in lubſtaunce to gleane out the grete 
Of their kallyng, J purpoſe not to ſpare, 
Compendiouſly the caules to declare. 


This Amazias hauyng gouernaunce 

By iuſt tytle ofſucceſſion, 8 
The ſcepter of Juda wall p whole puiſſance 
Full peaſably helde in his poſſeſſion: 
Tyll that pꝛyde and falſe pꝛeſumption, 
Moſt frowardly did his hart embzace, 
Whiche all at ones made him lole his grace. 


In hart he had a maner vayne glozy, 
Becauſe that god made him to pꝛeuaple 
In his conqueſt, and to haue victozy 
Imalechites to vaynquyche in battayle, 
Eke Gabanites as he them did aſſaple: 
Purpoſyng after if he might, 

With Iſraelites of pzyde fox to fight. 


Unto kyng Joas of Jſraell he ſent 

Him comaundyng to obey his byddynge, 
And be like ſubiecte as were in their entent 
His p2edeceſſours in all maner thing, 
Whitom to Dauid the noble wozthy kyng, 
This was his londe to Joas plat #playne, 
Whicye by a pꝛoblẽ thus wꝛote to him agapn. 


- He vgly thiſtle of the vales lowe, 
Pꝛoudly pꝛeſumyng aboue his degre, 

To make hys pꝛyde openly be knowe, 

Sent hys meſſage to the Cedꝛe tre, 

That his lonne might wedded be 

To his daughter, althoughe in fubſtaunce 

Atwene them two was a great dilcozdaunce 


cat. lii. 


But of the foꝛeſt the beaſtes ſauagyne 
In their courages had therof diſdepne, 


All ok aſſent fyerſely dyd enclyne, 
The thyſtle leaues abzode 


| n the plepne: 
That there was nether leafe noꝛ paicke leyne 
This was the pꝛoblẽ which Joas by waiting 


Dent in a pile to amaʒ ie the king, 


But Joſephusin his ozigynall, 
The lapd epiſtle as he doth expꝛeſſe 


- Sayth ol the vale how the pouder (mall 


Ok pꝛyde lent to the hygh Cypꝛeſſe, 

That his daughter of excellent fayzeneg, 
Untohis ſonne playnely to dilctyue, 
Mygyt be deliuered and haue her to wyue. 


But a tel beaſt which beſide ſtode, 


Ok ctuell yꝛe and indignacion, 

With fete diſdaynyng z pouder caſt abzode, 
Yygh in the ayꝛe about him enupꝛon: 

The whyche enlample conceyued of reaſon 
Who that attempteth to clymbe hygh aloft, 
With vnware chaunge his fall is full vnſoft, 


Atwene the Cedꝛe of trees ſo royal, 
And a ſharpe thyſtle is no conuenience: 


Noz twene a cypꝛeſſe eſtatelyfounde at all, 
And lothſome pouder is a great difference, 
Foz royall bloud Gould haue no aſſiſtence 
To be ioyned noꝛ knyt in mariage, 

With (uch as bẽ bzought foꝛth of low parage 


The Cedꝛe is ſtronge # mighty ot ſubſtaũce, 
In his vpgrowynge ryght as any lyne: 

And tho the thyſtle haue ſpottes of pleaſatice; 
He hath eke pꝛyckes mall as any ſpyne. 

And bothe natures playnly to termine, 

The Cedꝛe of kynde who loketh well about, 
To no thyſtle ſhould his bzaunches loute. 


Doleſome ot᷑ odoure is the faire Cypreſſe, 
As bokes tell and vertuous of kynde: 
Duſt and pouder playnly to expꝛeſſe, 


Troubleth the ayꝛe and maketh folkes blynd 


Foz whiche in ſpouſayle couenient to fynde, 
Let eſtates of their byzthe honourable, 
Uopde al raſcaly and wedde their ſemblable 


But Amaztas woulde not beware 

Foz no warnyng noꝛ foꝛ no pꝛophecy, 

But ſtyll in hart great hatred bare 

Agayne kyng Joas, of malyce andenuy, 

Into a felde bzonght all his chyualry, 
. i. Gadꝛed 


The ſecond boke 


Gadꝛed them out bothe nere and farre, 
Apenſt gods will on him to gyn a warte. 


And king Joas full like a wozthy knyght, 
Into the felde faſt gan him ſpede: 

And all the knyghtes of Juda anoneryght, 
With ſtroke of vengeaunce tba (odain dzede, 
To bid them ye god wot it was no nede: 
And Imaztas foz all his great pzyde, 

Stode deſtitute, and no man by his lyde. 


With him was none left ot all his mepnie, 
So god and Joas agaynſt him wzought: 
Olk J erulalem entred the citye, 

And Amas ie of foꝛce with him he bꝛought. 
And in the temple the treaſure out he ſought, 
Golde and ſiluer and wholy their riches, 
And to Samarta home he gan him dzeſle, 


And Amazias he let out of pꝛyſon 


After all this, and ſuffred him go fre, 
To his miſchefe and his confuſion, 
Jnd he was deliuered from his captiuitie: 
Foz ſlayne he was in Lachis the citye, 
Among his frendes by diſſtmulation, 
Dis death 2 rg vnder full falſe treaſon, 
The.rvii.Chapter, 
Chow vpon Osias ſucteadyng kyng nexte 
in Juda god toke vengeaunce # (mote. 
him with lepzie. 
Fter in Juda the mighty region, 
9 ext Ama ias Ozʒias gan luccede, * 
F Wonder manlye and famous of renoun, 
In all his wozkes full pzoutdent in dede: 
And of his knighthode vaiquiſhed as J rede 
The Paleſtines, foz all their great puiſſacice, 
With all Imbte he bzought vnto bttrannce. 
Bullded townes and many a ſtrong titye, 
Ind vnto Egypt he his bondes ſet, 
Made caſtels beſydes the redde ſee, 
And in his conqueſt whom that euer he met, 
Ok manly pꝛyde he woulde let: 
I meane all tho that were his adnerſaries, 
To his loꝛdſhyp to make them tributaries, 
He did his labour alſo to repare, 
Jeruſalem after his ruyne,  - 
The walles reared which on p ſople lay bare 
Made newe towers ryght as any lyne, 
Fanes of golde their turretes to enlumine, 


And to fozce them, let wozkmen vndertak?, 
Square baſtiles and bulwarkes to make. 


He delited to make freſhe gardeynes, 
Diuers grayne and herbes foz to knowe: 
RKeloyſed to plante ſundzye bynes, - 

To graffe trees and ſedes foz to (owe, 

And ſtraunge fruits maketh the grow arow 
Ind w him had his enempes to encumber, 
Thze hundzed thouland manly men in nuͤber. 


His noble fame gan to ſpꝛede wyde, 

And greatly dꝛeade fo his pꝛowes: 
Wherthzough his hart cozrupted with pzide, 
Becaule onely of his great riches, 


And frowardly he did his buſines 


Foz to maligne in eſtate ropall, | 
Agaynd the lozde whiche is immoztall, 


To god aboue he gan ware obſtynate, 
(That by pꝛoceſſe full (mall he did winne: 
* ſauour caught in his royall eſtate, 

To folow his father in vnthzifty (ynne, 
That grace a vertue from him did twynne, 
Jn moſt ſhinyng of his magnificence, 
Foztune pzoudly aſſayled his excellence, 


Caſt che would within a little while, 

His ſurquedy and frowarde pꝛide aſſaple: 
And full vnwarely deceyue him and begple, 
To make his power to appall and faple: 
Whan that this kyng toke on the apparaple 
Ok a bichop of very frowardnes, 

Ind to the temple pzoudly gan him dꝛeſſe, 


Beyng in purpole on a ſolemne dap, 

To take his wape vp to the hye alter, 
Falſly vſurpyng whoſoeuer ſapde nay, 

To ſacrifyce holdyng the cenſere, 
Tofoze the alter that chone of golde ſoclere, 
Foz whiche offence(the bible ſayth the lame) 
Izarias the bichop did him blame. 


Gan withſtand him in the face anone, 
Fourſcoze pzieſtes beyng in pzeſence 

Of the kynred diſcended of Jaron, 

Whiche fozbade him and made reſiſtence, 
That with his hande he chould put incence 
Upon the aulter againſt gods lawe, 

Him chargyng boldly his pzeſence to wdꝛads 


Butofdeſpitehemade them hold their pees, 
In payne of death began them manace: 
And lodaynly among all the pꝛees, 


C 


An earthquaue fill in the lame place, 

Ind therwithall in the kinges face, 

Of the lunne there (mote a beaine lo bzyght; 
That all his face was lcozched w the light, 


De waxed a leper foule and right hozible, 
Fo: his offence as god liſt ozdayne: 

To euery man of loke he was terrible, 
And but fewe his miſchiefe gan complaine. 
And a great hill þ ſame hour carft on twapne 
Not farre aſide from the towne without, 
Cities deſtroying that ode rounde about; 
On kyng Ozie god toke this vengeaunce, 
Fo: all his loꝛdchip and his magnificence, 
To puniche his pꝛide and fro warde puiſſaũce 
And bꝛought him lo we foꝛ his great offence, 
Fo his perſon was put out of pꝛeſence, 
Perpetually as holy wzitcan tell, 


Farre from all people w lepers foz todwell, 


His fleſhe was troubled with diuers paſſiös, 
Fo: his lickenes auoyded the citye, 

n crye and ſozowe and lamentacions, 

is life he lad in great aduerſities | 
And lo he dyed in ſozowe and pouertie. 
Simply buried foꝛ all his great myght, 
Within an ylande that ſtode farre out of light 


CThe.xrviti. Chapter. 
¶ In exhoꝛtation to Pꝛynces to be aduiſed to 
do agaynſt Goddeg | 
prcceptes, 


Et pꝛyntes all in their pzonidence, 
Be right wel ware any thing to attame 
wdhiche vnto God ſhould be offence, 
Leſt that the fyne conclude to their ſhame, 
Let them thinke foz all their noble fame, 
But they repent god ofhis iuſtice, 
Their froward pꝛyde vnwarely will chaſtice 


Let them beware of malyte to pꝛeſume 

Igaine his churche to do offencton, 

Foz god of right all tyzantes will conſume, 
n full choꝛt tyme foz their pzeſumption:] 
Ohiche will not ſuffer theyꝛ dominacion 

To enterrupt foz all their great myght, 

Nozbzekethe fradiches ofholy churche ryght, 


Vo pꝛudent pꝛynces whiche can diſcerne; 
Let kyng Ozias conſidzynghis offence, 

Be in pour mynde a and lanterne, 
To holy churche to do due reuerence, ._ 


7 


of John Bochas. 


Full pit 


Teak. lu 


And conceaue in their magnificence, 
God will of ryght be they neuer ſo ſtrong, 


Chaltpte theyz malyce though he byde long, 
Che. xix. Chapter. 1 


Hob kyng Oleas was taken by kyng 
Salmanazer and dyed in 
| pꝛyſon. 
> Yere was another that called was Olce, 
whilom raygned as J affirme dare 
n Alraell, whom foztune by enup, 
ade him be takeoz he was warte, 
Belyeged about of kyngSalmanasare; 
Ind into Xſſirte vnder his daunger, 
The bible telleth he was a pꝛyſouer. 


His cityes and townes bꝛought to deſtruction 
And all his people vnder longe leruage, 
LOere take and kept in tronge Babilon, 
Suffred there ped nl and domage: 
And in pzyſon by furious outrage 

This layd Oſeas in chaynes bounde ſoze, 
Foz ſoꝛowe dyed ofhym wzite J nomoze, 


| The. xx. Chapter. 
CHowe Senacheryb kynge of Iſſirie lewe 
| | hum ſeife, 


"I Ith theſe fozſayde wofull kynges 
i; thee, bj <= > 

Senacherpb of Fſſirye kyng, 

Came to Bochas moſt vglpe to ſe, 

eoully his fate complaynyng: 

Ind ſpectaily hys vnware chaungyng 

He gan bewayle oppzeſſed in his thought, 

From hype nobles how he came to nought, 


Dis renowne ſpzade though many a reme; 


And all people gan hym magnifye 


: 
A ſtegehelayed bnto Jeruſalem, 
In the tyme ol k — | 

But in hys moſt frowarde ſurquedy; 
Gods aungeli tofoze the citye, | 
Inhundzed. P.floughof his meyny; 


And the moꝛe to make hym aferde; - -_ 
Amyd ot hys people the lelfe ſame nyght- 
Gods aungell houe away his berde 
With a chatpe ſ moꝛde that chone full bzyght: 
Left hys liege and tote hym vnto fiyght, 

And in atemple hys gods wozſhyppynge, 


god yppy 
Slough himlelte as he fateknelyng, 
K. ii, How 


A 


The ſeconde boke 


¶ che. xxi. Chapter, 


ow Sedechpas foz falſe foz\wea- 
C NE llapne, and made blinds 


C Dd. Ouching $ coplaynt of kyng Sedechy 
[ And of his ſozowes to ſhew þ manere, 
Holy wꝛite doth clerely ſpecify: 
Wherfoze it were but vayne to tell them here, 
Foz there men the pzoceſle may playnly lere, 
How Joachim kyng of Jeruſalem, 
His owne bzother was led out of his reame. 


Wherok in hart he felt full great ſoze 

This Sedechias as it is there founde, 
Becauſe the kyng Nabugodonoſoz 

Dis bꝛother helde ſtrong in pzyſon bounde, 
Fully in purpoſe the Jewes to confounde: 
Fo: this tyzant had in that moztall ſtrife, 
Dis bothers childzen in pzyſon and his wyke, 


And yet this tyzant in his tyzanny, 

This fauour did in his fell rage 

Unto this moſt wokull Sedechp, 

To ſuffer him rayne in his great age: 

From pere to pete to pay him a truage 

By fayth and othe. and compolition, 
Rayſed of his people and bꝛought to Babilon 


et Sedechias in eſpeciall 
= a toe of falſe felicitie, 
Dym ſelfe reiopſed in his ſee ropall 
To occupy that noble dignitie: - 
Ind ſo fozgate the great aduerſitie 
Ok his bꝛother, and other frendes all, 
Touching the milcheke that they vere in fall. 


Ofpzyde he fell intopzeſumption, 

Whan he remebzed his bzother & his lynage, 

 Conſideredhow frokyng Salomon 

He was diſcended by title ofheritage, 

Gan diſdapne to pay his truage, 

And to maligne in hart he was ſo wꝛothe, 
And falſly bzake his aſſuraunce and his othe, 


e had a maner on, 
e en 
How tyme paſſed to kyng Salomon | 
By hys manly pzudent gouernaunce, 
Kinges about 02a 
Payed trybute,and durſt it not wythſap 
Fro pere to pere his nobles toobap, 


Whiche thing remembꝛed of kyng Sedechit, 
As he wext great & ſtronge in puiſſaunce, 
Ol hye dildapae his tribute gan denye, 
Set aſide his faythandaſſuraunce, + 
So that his othe ſtode in no ſubſtaunce: 


© Fozheagaynſt the kyng of Babilon, 


Pzelumptuouſly fyll in rebellion, 


And his kyngdome to ſtrength and foztifp, 
Thought he woulde to his aduauntage 
The kyng of Egypt haue on his party; 

Ok pzyde he fell into ſo great outrage 
That he no moze woulde pay his truage, 
But fynally ſuche wayes he hath ſought, 
That of his othe little he ne rought. 


But wo alas itis a dolefull thing 

To beremembzed in hye oz lowe degre, 
That any pꝛynce 02 any wozthy kyng 
Should falle his othe oz vntrue be, 

Oz that men ould ſuche variaunce ſe 

In their courages whiche ben ſo hye bozne, 
Foz any cauſe fally to be foz\wozne, 


By repozte it dothe their fame trouble, 
nfoztuneth and clipſeth their nobles, 
an a pꝛince is of his heſte double, 
And chargeth not of wilfull rechleſnes., 
Al be his pꝛomiſſe conclude on doubleneg, 
(Though god awhile ſuffer them and reſpite, 
At vnſet houre their falſenes he will quyte, 


Dis warnyng oft he lent to them afoze 
Becaule they lackt pzudent policy, 
Kecoade J take of Nabugodonoloz, 
Whiche came vnwate on kyng Sedechye, 
Fo he his tribute gan falſely him denye: 
With ail his power as it did abzayed, 

To Jeruſalem a mighty ſiege layed, 


They within conſtrayned were of nede 


The kyng him ſelf, there was no better delete 
With mans fleſhe his people foz to fede, 
LOhile the Caldeys by mighty vyolence 

Ok very foꝛce without refiſtence, 

On falſe fozx\wearyng foz to tate wzeke, 
Their mighty towers a their walles bzeke. 


To llea and kyll they liſt none to ſpare 
Who ſoeuer they met oz came in their light: We 
Sedechias left the towne all bare. ; 
But takehe was as he him toke td flyght, 
22 bounde and fettred anone ryght, 
n whole pꝛeſẽte tentrraſe his paines — 
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His yonge childzen were llayne euerichone. 


His wyues molt wokull in their cheres 
Whichein their tyme goodly were and fayze, 
Deliuered were in handes of ſtraungeres, 
And moꝛe, alas, to put him in diſpayze, 
nto his kyngdome neuer to haue repayze, 
th harpe tonges it was to great a payne 
Out of his head was rent his eyen twayne. 


Of Jerulalem his citye was bꝛent, 
Plapne to the grounde into aches dede. 
His great riches his treaſour wholy lent 
To Babilon, with tones blewe and rede, 
Ueſſels of golde whiche richeſt were in dede, 
Without mercy oz temiſſion, 
Caldeis toke to their poſſeſſion. 


Ind thus in ſoꝛowe and in wzetchednes 
He dyed alas fettred in pzyſon, | 

Lo here the ende of periury and falſenes, 
Lo how foztune can turne bp ſo doun 
Ok moꝛtall men the condſcion: 

Now richeſt chynyng in hype p2oſperttie, 
With vnware chaũge to hatefull pouertie. 


Now men lift vp to ropall dignities, 

Now bye aloft by fulſum aboundaunce, 

But what auapleth to ſyt in royall ſees, 

To folke that haue therinnone aſſuraunce? 
Namely whan fo2tune holdeth the balaunce, 
Whiche aye of cuſtome vnto hye eſtates, 
Hath a falſe ioy to hewe her checkmates. 


Recozde J take of pꝛynces moꝛe then one, 
Their wofull fates hangyng in ieopardy, 
Remembzed late, and amonge eche one 
The wofull fall of kyng Amazie: 

His ſonne eke lepꝛe whiche called was Ozie, 
And laſt of all how in Babylon, 

Kyng Sedechias dyed in pzyſon, 


¶ Lenuop. N 

Oble pꝛyntes conſider the fallas 

Ok koꝛtunes frowarde ſlattery, 
SO. Dith her dilceits in many diuers caas 
How che firſt mocked many Amaz y, 
LOhiche Aapne was foꝛ his ſutquedp, 
To peue you warning by eraple ye map rede 
hi pe ſit hygheſt your fall is moſt to dzede, 


And as it is remembꝛed in Bochas 
Ekein the Bible, ol king D3te, * 


To pou pꝛyntes it pe liſt take hede, 


Leaf.litif, 


In his time howfamous that he was 
Bothe of ryches and ofchyualry, - 

Puniched with lepze bokes ſpecify, 

Fo: his pꝛeſuming, remẽbꝛyng this in dede 
Whan pe ſyt higheſt your fall is moſt to dꝛede 


All woꝛldly glozy fiyeth hente a pas 
I take wytnes of kyng Sedechye; 
Foz falſe foz\weryng he flayne was, alas, 
Made blynde in pꝛylon the ſtoꝛy can not ipe: 
Thus che weth foꝛtune thzough her frowarde 
(en 
Whi ye lit hyeſt pour fal is moſt to dꝛede. a 


| C The.xxii. Chapter, - 

how kyng àAſtiages laboured to diſherite 
Cyzug,but god ſuſfred his malice 

not to pꝛeuaple. 


A Fter thele kinges one folowed in pꝛees 
A And to Bochas his coplatut can diſcure, 

He was called the great Iſtiages, 

Whiche tolde in oꝛder his vncouth auenture: 

Loꝛde of Alpe, as bokes vs aſſure, 

And had ol treaſure duryng all his life, 

About all kynges a pꝛerogatpfe. 


Moſt foꝛtunate in all his gouernaple, 
Felt of foꝛtune none aduerſitie. 
Saue an heyze male nothing did him faple: 
Foꝛ he moſt gloziouſly ſate in his ſe, 

Ok woꝛldly wealth he lacked no plente, 
Except onely as clarkes on him wzyte,  - 
He had no{onne his kyngdome to enherite. 


Whiche to his wealthe was great diſtres, 

Leaſt ſucceſſion fayled in his lyne: 

I daughter had he called Mundanes, 

Out of whole wombe as bokes deterinyne, 

Zo dzeampt on a nyght howe he ſawe a vyne, 
n his auyſyon with him ſo it ſtode, 

Ouer all Alpe his bzaunches ſpꝛed abꝛode. 


He had allo a reuelation 

Slepyng a nyght after his ſoupere, 
Though he not knewe the expoſition, 

He thought he ſawe a triſtallyn ryuere, 
With luſtye waters as any Bcryll clere, 
Out of her wombe with his ſtremes frech, 
The loyle of Aſye make tender and neche. 


Q ouchyng this riuer and this luſty vyne, 


To hym chewed in his auyſion, 
Within him ſelke he coulde not termyne 
A. iii. Therof 


{Therof to kinde no clere cõcluſion: 
Without ſome maner expolicion, 


To him he called his aſtronomers, 


Tye heauenly cours but it did fayle: 
YOherupon he ſoꝛe gan to muſe, 
Suche fantaſies did his hart aſſayle. 


Fill in great doubt of their diuynaple, 
Thought he woulde make purueyaunce, 


Fo: to withſtande gods oꝛdinaunce. 
al Full harde it is to make reſiſtence 


Again thig oꝛdeined whẽ god will that it be, 
And namely there where as influence, 

Ok heauen aboue hath ape a deſtiny. 
Some men recoꝛd that no man may it fle, 
The dome of this where it holde oz fiyt, 

To aſtronomers all wholy J commit, 


This ſayde kynge of whom J ſpake but late, 


Caſt he woulde foz his aduauntage 


To ſum vuwoꝛthy poze infoztunate, 


That neuer werelikely to riſe to hie eſtate, 


A2auad in this wile kyng Iſtyages 


Maried his daughteras in hig entent, 


To one vnwozthy called Cambyſes; 
Dempng therby by ſhoꝛt auiſement, 


Within him ſelfe that he was ryght pꝛudent: 
Wening 5 nobles came by diſcent of bloude, 
Ind not by grace,noz as the heauen ſtode, 


Jn his reaſon was not compzehended, 


To him declared by folkes in ſentence, 
Whiche of luche dzeames had experience, 


Dis phyloſophers,and his deuynours, 
That knew the meanyng of the nineſpheres, 
Images oftars, their houſes their towers 
And luch as were expert erpoſitours: 

And they were aſſembled euerychone, 
Touching his dzeme they coꝛded all in one. 


To tell him trouth they were not retchles, 
Said his daughter fro whõ there came a vine 
She that by name was called Mundanes, 
Should haue diſcendyng from her lyne, 
Whoſe noble fame thꝛough Alta ould chine: 
Whiche Gould put thzough his renoun, 
Him by fozce of armes out ot his region. 


This was his fate he might it not refuſe, 


He ſought countreys foz wildome and ſcience 


The oꝛdinaunce reuerſe, and the fate, 
Ok the heauen with all the (urpluſage: 
And yeue his daughter as in mariage, 


The ſecond boke 


How Docrates maſter of platon, 

Of full low bed by birthe was diſcended, 
Ind not to enherite kingdome nozregyon; 
But foz to haue fully poſſeſſion | 
Ot moꝛall vertue and philoſophy, 
Duryng his life his witte he did apply. 


Ind lecrete cũnyng to lerche he did his payne: 
Ind he founde out thzough his diligence, 
(This philoſopher as bokes aſſertayne, 

To iope reſerued outher to payne, 

By grace of god whiche is eternal, 

How mens loules be founde aye immoꝛtall. 


The great Appollo in bokes it is founde, 
Gaue iudgement ot equitie and ryght 

That Socrates in vertue moſt habounde, 
And moſt pzeferred in euery mans light, 
Was called of wiſdome the lanterne and light 
And wileſt named at euen and at pꝛime, 

Ok philolophers that were in his tyme. 


Che poete alſo called Euripedes, 
Moſt honourable named in that age, 


All be his mother of lyfe was retchles, 


And contagious thꝛough vycious outrage, 
Pet was this poete fo all his vyle lpnage, 


Mott vertuous founde at all aſſayes, 


Ok all poetes that were in his daycs, 


Called in his tyme a great tragician, 
Bicaule he wzote many tragedyes: 
And woulde oftrouth (pare no maner man, 
But them rebuke in his poetries. 

Touching the vices of fleſhiy fantaſies, 
Coplayn in pzinces theyz dedes moſt hozrible 
And eche thyng punyche that was odible, 


Another called clarke Domoſthenes, 

The molt (ubtyll rethozician, 

And moft inuentyfe among all the pꝛees, 
That euer was ſythe the woꝛlde began: 

Al be of byzth he was apoze man, 

Pet had he moſt ſouerapne excellence, 
Among philoſophers of (peach and eloquence 


By whiche example me temeth doubtles, 


That royall bloude noz hye lynage 

To mens byꝛthe yeueth but (mall encres, 

Noz vnto vertue but little auauntage: 

255 bye nobles taketh not his courage 

Ok riche,noz poze,noz ſtates (ouerayne, 

But of his grace as god liſt ozdapne. 
| Wherkoze 
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Wherekoꝛe of foly kynge Altiages 
Contrariouſiy agapyne al gentry, 

Rad that his doughter called Mundanes, 
Fyꝛſt whan folke wyth chylde her dyd elpy, 
Foz to accompiyche his froward fantaſy, 
han it was bozne charging aboue al thing, 
Of Archanie to beare it to the kynge 


Whych in that tyme was called Harpagus, 
And as J fynd he dyd in vertue floure: 

Ind (pyte had, the ſtozy telleth thus, 

That beaſtes ſhoulde the litel childe deuour: 
But god that may in miſchefe beſt ſocoure, 
To kepe the chyld was not recheles, 

Agaynſt the malice ofkynge Aſtpages, 


Which had commaũded of malice #hatred, 

* Powe that this chylde grene a tendze of age, 
By Yarpagus choulde be caſt in dede, 

To be deuoured of beaſtes moſt ſauage: 

But foꝛ he dꝛede to do ſo great outrage, + 
To his Chepeherde,himſelfe to ſtand at large, 
(The chylde to flee he fully yaue the charge, 


This heerdman al be that he was loth 

To execute this woful auenture, 

In to a foꝛeſt fozth wyth the cholde he goeth, 
And gaue to beaſtes that litle creature: 
Whom to foſter by grace agaynſt nature, 

A wylde bytche her whelpes there fozſoke , 
And to her pappes the litel childe Ge toke. 


Ind w her mylke he made hym ſupand dine, 
And buſy was foꝛ hym to enchace 

YOyld foules, and beaſtes (auagyne, 

That none ne durſt nyghe to that place: 

Lo, how that god diſpoſe can his grace, 
Innotentes fro milcheke to pꝛeſerue, (ſterue. 
Igapyne faiſe enuy whych would make them 


O blode vnkynde founde in kynred, 

Foz couetiſe O blode diſnatural, 

Of falſe malyce O blode ful ofhatred, 

To murdꝛe a chyld bozne of the ſtocke royal: 
- Where mannes reaſons turned beaſtiall, 
Falſy tranſfourmed vnto cruelte, 

To llee a chylde, where beaſtes haue pyte, 


The ſely herde hath tolde his wyle the caſe, 

Ind che anone of pitye dyd aryſe: 25 

With her huſbande went a ful great pale, 

In to the foꝛeſt, beholdyng al the gyie, 

As here tofoze ye haue herde deuyle. 

Seyng the chylde with lippes tendze x ſofte, 
* 


The bytches pappes how he lokte ful olte. 


The lapd heerde called Qparagos; - \, 
His wyfe alſo of whom totoze J tolde, - 
This yong childe toke in their depoſe: 
And in her armes He ſoftly gan it folde, 
Ind he ful goodly her face gan beholde, 
Ind onhis maner the ſame whyle, | 
In chyldly wyſe on her gan tolmple, *© 


(The childes laughter whan He dyd adnert, 
With al her hole faythful diligence 

She gan to cheriche it a wyth al her herte 
She paue it ſoke with ful great reuerence, 
All be the bytche made reſiſtence, 
Complayninge ſtode fully at a bay, 

The lytelchylde whan che ſawe led away, 


Ful pitiouſly Ge gan to houle and crye, 
At their departynge, dolefully tomplayne: 
And after them ful faſt gan to hye, 

The childe to let ſhe felt ſo great a payne. 
Lo, howe that god of mercy can oꝛdapne, 
A cruel bea(t ſuch loꝛowe foz to make, 
Ind lo to mourne foz a chyldes ſake, 


But euery thyng ö god wyll haue pꝛeſerued, 
Map not kayle to ſtand in ſikerneſſe, 

Bis ſecrete domes ben to hym ſelfe reſerued 
There can no man erpowne thẽ as J geſſe: 
Foz he hope fyꝛſt that this Geperdeſſe 

Of Sparagos the true poze wyke, 

Foz to be meane to ſaue the childes lyfe, 


Home to het houle the childe ſhe led anone, 
And it to foſtre dyd her bulines: 
Ok other lalary god wote knewe che none, 
Saue that ber hert thereto dyd her dꝛeſſe. 
And moze entterly þ ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſle 
She tendzed him, wyth moze buly cure, 
Than him d was her chylde bozne ofnature, 


And as the ſtoꝛy plainly doth expꝛeſle, 
This yonge chylde as he wert in age, 
Fro day to dap encreaſed in nobleſſe, 
Ly ke foꝛ to be ryght manly ot coꝛage: 
Cyꝛus he was called in that langage, 
To lap in latyn playnly in ſubſtaunce, 
Aman pboꝛne to great enheritaunce, 


And whan the renowne of his excellence, 
By longe pꝛoceſſe # of hys great encres, 
Came by repozte vnto the audience | 
Ok his apel the great * f. 


And 


Cay 


The ſeconde boke 


And how the kyng was found rechles 
Called Yarpagus,foz to do vengeaunce 
On yong Citus, he tyli in dilpielaunce. 


This is to meane Aſtiages was wꝛoth 
That Harpagus was founde mertiable 
Cyꝛus to ſaue, and foꝛ that he was lothe 
Agaynſt all ryght foz to be vengeable: 

To lies a chylde a thyng not commendable, 
Dempyng ok trouth in his conlctence, 

God was not payed to murdze innocence, 


Altiages caſt hym to be w2eke 

On Yarpagus by falſe colluſion, 
Becaule that his bidding he did bzeke, 
Ind was contrary to his entencion 
Cyzus toſlee agayneall reaſon: 

And fo2 that cauſe Iſttages J rede, 

Of Harpagus let ſley the chylde in dede, 


This is to ſay by falſe compaſſyng, 

And couert murder w2ought by Aſtiages, 
The ſonne was (layne of Harpagus the king 
And after roſted, alas, ful cauſeles, 

And ſyth pꝛeſented amonge all the pꝛees 

To koꝛe his father, a thynge moſt lamctable, 
With Aſtiages as he late at the table. 


But whan this kyng called Harpagus, 
Coutepued hath this murdze molt terrible, 
And howe his ſonne x heire was llaine thus, 
In his ire moſt furious and odible 

In al the haſt that it was poſſible 

He is repayꝛed home to his houlholde, 

And al the cale to Cyꝛus he hath tolde. 


Ind how his lonne was ſlayne foz his lake, 
In the moſt hateful odious cruelte. 
Exciting him with him to vndertake 

On this falſe murdze auenged foz to be, 
To him declaringe of trouth a equite, 
Howe he was bozne by diſcent in dede, 
As ryght heire to reigne in Perce x Mede. 


To him declaryng the ſtoꝛy by and by 
Firſt of the dzeme of Iſtiages, | 
Ind howe that he by fraude ful falſly 
Made his doughter called Wundanes, 
oꝛely to be wedded vnto Cambiles, 
hich was his mother, a how in tedze age 
He was out caſt to beaſtes ful ſauage, - 


' Byalhepherde and cheperdelſe 
Foſtred he was in great pouerte, 


And bꝛought from beaſtes out of wylderneg 
Bycauſe god woulde he ſaued ould be: 


Foz thilke loꝛde which euery thynge may le, 


Whan that he hath a chyng afoze diſpoſed 
Hedes it muſt fal a may not be depoſed, 


(This ſaid Cirus at his natiuite, 


Oꝛdeyned was by renolucion 
Of the heuenly ſpheres in numbze thzile thze, 


So ſtode that tyme his conſtellacion, 


That he Goulde haue the dominacion, 


Ouer al Ilye by influence deupne, 


Ikoze fygured by ſpzedyng of the byne. 


What may þ fraude offleyghty folke auayle, 
Innotentes to put out of their ryght: i" 
Though trouth be hyd amonges the poraile 
Harde bꝛought fozth # dare noz ewe lyghte, 
Pet god wpl oꝛdayne that the beames bꝛyght 
Shal ſome one day chewe out his clerenes, 
Maugre al tho that wold his title oppꝛeſſe. 


Fot this Cirus as clerkes ofhim waite, 
Was by the tytle of his mothers ſyde, 
Boꝛne to be kyng al Alpe to enherite, 

Al be his ayel from him woulde it deuide 2 
But god that tan foz trouth beſt pzouide, 
Hath foz Cirus by pꝛoceſſe ſo ozdayned, 
That he of Iſpe the loꝛdſhip hath attained, 


Citrus 8 time was growen bp wel of length, 
Wel pzopozcioned of membzes & ſtature, 
Wonder deliuer a paſſynge of great ſtrength, 
Straunge empziles pꝛoudly toendure, 

Ind to ieoparte and put in auenture 

His owne perſon, the fame was of hym ſo, 
Was none moze lykely where men had ado. 


Ind by the counlayle ot kyng Harpagus, 
Whan this Cirus was wel wore in age, 
With Perciens pꝛoude and ſurquedous, 
Ind Archanites cruel of cozage, 

Foz to recure his ryghtful heritage, 
Began w Cyꝛus armed wyth plate a mayle 
Wyth Aſtiages to holde batayle, | 


And he agaynewarde gan to take hede, 

Ind with him toke many a woꝛthy knyght, 
With al the puiſſaunce of the land of Mede, 
Hath take the felde the ſame day koꝛth righte, 
To dicherite Cyꝛus of his ryght: 

But god #trouth was atwene the twayne 
Egal iuge, their quarel to darayne. 


The 


of Johti Bothas 


„ 


Che felde oꝛdayned # ſplaied their baneres, 
Oneyther party fut pzoudly on they ſet; 
At thaſſemblyng lyke lyons of their cheres, 
n the late as they frechix met 

ith round ſpeares ſharpe groũde & whet 
Tyl þ Cirus of gracemoze thannombze, 
Of his apel the party dyd encombze, 


This mighty Cirus this yonge champion, 

Chꝛoughout þ felde gan ſuch laughter make 

With his knightes as he went vp # downe , | 

That as the deth,his fomen hym fozſake: 

Iſtiages vnder his baner take, 

The feldevequilhed foz al his veynglozye, 
To chewe that right hath alway the victozy . 


A man of malice may a thyng purpoſe 

By a maner frowarde p2ouidence, 

But god aboue can graciouſly diſpoſe 
Agapne ſuch malice, to make reſiſtence, 

Men foz a while map ſuffer violence, 

Ind wꝛonges great, where ſo þthey wende, 
But trouth al way venquicheth at the ende. 


Aſtiages foũde ful ſoth his dzeame, 
Though he agayne it made purueyaunce, 
To haue depziued Cirus ofhis reame, 
He was Diſceyued of his oꝛdinaunce: 
Foꝛ where that god thzough his puilaunce 
Lyſt foz heires iuſtiy to pꝛouyde, 
Sleyght ol man in ſuch caſe is ſet aſide. 


Maugre the myght of Iſtiages, 

Cy2us on hym madea diſcomfiture, 

And al Iſyeretoyſed eke in pees, 

Ot very right as was his aduenture: 
Ind by iuſt title he dydalſo recure ; 
The land of Mede, lyke as was his fate, 
And in to Perce he dyd it hole tranſlate, 


k ; 
Agayne his apel he wag not bengeable, 
Which had wzought to his diſtruction: 
But was to him benygne and merciable, 
And graunted hym of hole affection 
The fourth part of the region 
Ok Irchany,of whych afoze J tolde, 
Hym to ſuſtapne in his dayes olde. 


Foz kyng Cyrus would not in his lyue 
Suttre his ayel, ot very gentylnes, 
That men Qould him finally depziue 

Ok kingly honour,foznonevnkindnes! 

To peue enſampletopzinces in ſothnes, 
Though god in erth haue veuen the myght, 


Fsoꝛ falſe deceite againſt al ſkil a Sa 


+Leaf.iLt 


They choulde ape merty medle W the righte. | 


CLenuoye, 


* Dblepzinces your eares do encline 
And conſidze in your diſcrecions, 
howe dzeames chewed by influence 


deuyne, 


Be not lyke (weuents, but lpke auyſtons, 


Oz reſemble to reuelacions: 


1 though me wold diſturbe # make falle 
d wyl not ſuffer their malice to pꝛeuaple, 


Aſtiages dempt he ſawe a vyne 
Shewed of trouth and none illuſions, 


From his doughters wombe ryght as lyne 


Spꝛed in Alye ouer the regions, 

But to dicherite by falſe colluſpons 

pong Cirus the kynge dyd his trauaile, 
But god not ſuſtred his malice to pzeuaple; 


P2inces remembze that in honour ſhine 
Upon this ſtozy in your entencions, 

Ind be well willed where god lyſt fozther a 
Outher to riches 02 Doininacions: (line 
To fauer them to their pꝛomocions, | 
Be not contrary in your acquitaile 
Syth god wyll ſuffre no malice to pꝛeuaile. 


The.xFiit. Chapter, 


Howe Candalus kynge of Lyde 
was made — and after 
apne. 


7 — Hile Jhon Bochas caſt hys loke a⸗ 
we, 


Ns 


* 


In hys ſtudy as he ſate w2itinge, 


To hys pꝛeſence came the kynge of 
Lyde 


Called Candalus,ful pitiouſly plarninge: 


With ſalte teares ful lowly beſechinge, 
(That he woulde to wage his greuaunce, 


His deedly ſoꝛowe put in remembzaunce, 


Hys complaint was moſt of bnkyndnes; 


That where his truſt was molt of getilties 
Hemocked was, fo al his great might: 


Foꝛ ok his houſe there was a certaine knight 
 Gyges called,thinge chamekul to be tolde, 


To ſpeke plaine engliche, made him cobokds; 
Nas J was not auiſed wel befozne, 


a3. r e 


3 


Theſomer ſeaſon in hys aſſencion, 


Whan ſote bꝛaũches were clad in new grene, 


Heate impoztable had domination: 
Whan that the quene foz recreacion 


Upon her bed lay naked foz to llepe. 
And as clerkes of her beauty wzyte, 


There was on lyue no fayzer creature, 
Noꝛ moꝛe extellyng lyke as they endite, 


Of lemelpnes her ſtoꝛy doth aſſure, 
Called foz beauty coſyn to nature: 
And wozthy eke, if J Gal not fapne, 


She had fozget foz tomakeher true, 
Der eyen were very celeſtial, 


Her heer bntrelled like phebus in hys (phere, 
A thpng reſemblynge that were immoꝛtal, 
So angelyke the was of loke and chere, 


In examplar of pozte,+ maner, 


And on a daye as the lay ſleping | 
Naked on bed moſt goodly to ſyght, 


Ful vnwarely came Candalus the kyng 
In to the cambꝛe, wher Titan ſhone bzyght, 
And chewed her beauty to hys owne knyght: 


Of entent be Gould beare wytnes, 


Howe dhe extelled al other in fayzenes, 


And whati Giges gan in oidꝛe le 
Ok this quene the great excellence, 


He was enamoured vpon her beaute: 


Al the whple he ode thert in pꝛelence, 
Gan ymagyu a treaſon in ſplence, | 
TH lize hi lozde wythout longe taripng, - 
Wyn the quene;and after reigne as byng, 


Unpzoutded that no man dyd her kepe, 


To be compared to Griſilde oz Elayne. 


Aynde in her foꝛge lyſt nothyng to erre, 
Whan He her wꝛought by greate auyſcneſſe, 
To make of beauty the verylode ſterre, 
Ind yeueher beauty,fauour # ſemelineſſe: 
But foꝛ nature had ſo great buſineſſe, 

To fourme a woman 5ᷣ was ſo frech of hue, 


There was no lacke laue nature thzoughher 
Had left behynde to yeae her fayth & trouth. 


1 The ſetond boke | 


Unkonnyngly to ſpeake ſuch langage, 
IJ Gould haue ſayde how p he had an hozne, 
Oz ſought ſome terme wyth a fayze vyſage, 
To excuſe my rudenelle of thys gret outrage: 
And in ſome land Coznodo men do the cal, 
Ind ſome affirme þ ſuch folke haue no gal. 


Thus was $ caſe, whan phebus Gone Gene 


_ Thys was the ende doleful and pytons, 


To be remembzed hateful ano terrible, 

Ot this noble wozthy Candalus, . 
Foz ofhis truſt to much he was credible 
Unto Gyges, that traitour was odible, 

And pet moꝛe folyſh wherby he loſt his lyfe 
Out warde to chewe the beauty of hys wyte, 


Though che were faire & goodly on to ſe 
(There was no truſt noz no ſpckernes, 
Foz other had as good parte as he, 
Gyges coudebeare therof wytnes: 
Ilas a quene 02 any great pzinceſſe 
Aſſent chould her kame foz to trouble, 
But if nature excuſe them to be double. 


Che. xxiii. Chapiter. 


How what thyng kynge Mydas tou⸗ 
ched was golde, pet died he in 
myſery and wꝛet⸗ 
chedn 


elle, 


A* N wholoener was ther with loth oz 
282 * N A ne, 

| 5 Li Giges was after trouned kig of Lide 
SZ Puyan thathys Lode was by trea⸗ 
{on ſlapne 

Df him, the ſurplus Bochas let a ſyde: 

And in hys ſtudy as he dyd abyde, 3 
There came of Frigie Mydas the rich kyng, 
Tolde myne auctour his complaynt weping. 


Foz there was neuet by coqueſt noꝛ laboure 
No kyng afoze that had moꝛe tycheſſe, 

Noz moze plenty of golde noꝛ of treaſour:; 
At whole byzth poetes thus expꝛeſſe, 
About his tradel amptes gan hem dꝛeſſe 
While he ſlept, and gan about hym lapne, 

A ful great numbꝛe ofpured whete grayne, 


DOherupon moſt expert diuinours 

As they toke hede in their attendaunce, 
Such as were belt expolitours 

Sayd it was a token ofhaboundaunce, 
Co haue of rythes al maner ſuffiſaunce: 
And concludyng playnly gan to tell, 


Dowe he al other in treaſour ſhould excel. 
© Poetes ok him wzote that were full olde, 


Bachus gaue hym, the mighty god of wyne, 
What he touched al tournt in to golde 
As good as that which came out of the myne, 


Thys 


Atal aſſapes to be as pure and fyne: 


* 


This requeſt, as wziteth Ouidius, 
Was vnto Midas graunted of Bachus. 


He thought golde might him moſt auale, 
What he handled was — wyth touchyng: 
But whan hunger his tomake gan aſſayle, 
His bꝛead, his mete, was golde in ewyng , 
And whan he gan to fayle ot his fedynge, 
And founde of golde no recure to eſcape, 
Beſought Bachus ſome remedy to hape. 


Bachus bad him go bathe in a riuere, 

To wach away the colour aureate, | 
Wher yet is chewed the goldy grauel clere. 
Whych example declareth to eche eſtate 

(That golde alone maketh men not foztunate, 
Foꝛ what may golde oz treaſour ther auaple, 
Where men in hungre finde no vytaile: 


Ot what is wozth golde, perle o2 ones red, 
Grene Emeraudes, oꝛ (apirs Inde, (C bzed 
YOhan men enfamyned haue no greyne,noz 
Noz in ſuch miſlchefe vitayle may none finde, 
Foz to foſter their nature c their kinde £ 

I barly lofe in ſuch a diſtreſſe 


Moze myght auaple, than al wozldly riches. 


This knewe MPydas was experte in dede, 
Though he of gold had ſo great plentie 

[That with metal ye might him leit not kede: 
Which cauſed him of neceſſitie _ 
To conſidze andclerely foz to le, ; 
That bzead moꝛe vaileth foz foſtrig ot nature, 
Than al riches that men may here recure. 


Foz which this king gan hate al richeſſe, 
Golde and treaſour he had eke in diſdayne: 
Left his crovone and his royal nobleſſe, 
And chale to kepe chepe vpon a playne: 

All wozldly wozſhip was to him bur vayne 
Of melancolp, and froward pouertie 
Ended his life in great aduerſitye; 


Fo: of ire andimpacience, 
Fynallythug with hym it ſtode, 

Furiouſly in his great indigence, _ 
I's wꝛiteth Bochas howe he dzanke the blode 
Oka dul ſauagine and wode, _ _ 

Dith loue enchaufed: made no delaies 

Moll beſtially ended thus his dayes; 


4 The xxvb. Chapter. 


2 of John Bochas. 


Leaf. lbii 


COf Balthaſar Eynge of Babylone, 
and howe Daniell cxpowncd 
Mane 2 Pya⸗- 
es. 


e.,rt to Bocas oz that he was ware, 
Nilas be late wzytyng wpty full great 
þ LNalaboure, . 

oft Babilon cam great Balthaſar; 
To declare his ſoꝛowe and his langour, 
Whych had miſuſed ful falſip the treſour 
And the veſſels bzought from Jeruſalem; 
Into Babilone, chefe citye ofhis reme; 


Foz at a ſouper with his loꝛdes al, 
Whan of the veſſels he dzanke mighty wines; 
And ſolemply ſate in his roial ſtal, | 
And roundeabouteal his concubines, 
Phylolophers, magiciens, and diuynes, 
There came an hand, the byble doth aſſure. 
Ind on the wall gan wzyte this ſcripture, 


Mane, techel, phares, wꝛptten in hys light, 


Though he the mening c6ceiued neuer a dele: 


Which on the wal chewed fayze a bzyght, 
Foz whole ſentence auailed none appele: 
But the pꝛophet holy Daniel | 
Fully expowned to Balthaſar the kyngez 
(The miltery of this derke wꝛityng. 


This woꝛde Mane playnly x not to tary 

In latyn tonge betokeneth in ſuſtance, 

Che dapes counted x rekened, the numbzarye 
Ok thy reigning a of thy great ſubſtance. 
And Techell lowoneth a wapenge in balaũce, 
In token thy power # kyngdome by meſure, 
God hath payſed, they hal no whyle endure, 


hares alſo betokeneth a bzeakyng, 
nromatine tong, in to peces (male: 
Foz thy power and frowarde rebellynge, 
Shal from the hie be bzought in to the vale. 
This is holy wꝛit and no fained tale, 

Foz whan pꝛinces wil not their life redꝛeſſe, 
God wyl vnwarely their ſurquedy repzeſſe, 


Thou wert by tokens warned longeafoze, 
By many examples, the ſtozpye mape rede, 
By the fallyng of Nabugodonoſoze, 

And thou thereof toke ful litel hede | 
The loꝛd tothank,+ haue his name in dꝛede: 


Foꝛ whych thou ſhalt within a litel thzowe, 


Lofe ſcepter @crowne # be bzought ful lowe. 
Let 


Let pꝛinces al thys ſtoꝛy haue in mynde, 
And foz them ſeife notably pzoupde, 
And namely tho that ben to god bnkynde, 
Their concubynes foz to let a ſyde: 
And make vertue foz to be theyz gyde. 
Voyde lechery and falſe pꝛeſumpcion, 
Which hath bzought (o many todiſtruction, 


Nabugodono ſoꝛ had repentaunce, - 
And was reſtozed to his polleſſions, 

But god of ryght toke ſodaynly vengeaunte. 
On Balthaſar,foz his tranſgreſſions: 
LOherfoze ye pꝛinces diſpoſe your reaſons. 
After your merites, to haue god merciable, 
Foz your demerites do fynde hym vẽgeable. 


Agaynſt holy churche take no quarels, 
But aduertiſe in your inward ſyght: 
Foz Balthalar that dꝛanke of tho veſſels, 
Stale fro the temple of very foꝛte & myght, 
He loſt loꝛchyp and lyfe vpon a night, 
So that the kyngdome of Aſſiriens 
Tranſlated was to Medes a Perciẽs. 


The. xxbi. Chapter. 


CHowe Creſus and Balthaſar were van⸗ 
quyched by Cyꝛus, and the ſonne of 
Creſus ſlayne at the hun- 
tynge ofa boze, 


Ext to Jhon Botas within a thꝛow, 


N Beurtrug of prifices many a pitous 
ate, 
De ſawe king Creſus with other on the row, 


Lowly beſechyng his fallyng to tranſlate: 
Ind howe foztune agayne hym gan debate, 
And of his milcheke doleful foz to rede, 

Foz to dilcriue, anone he gan pꝛocede. 


Fo: as it is remembzed in w2ityng, 

Is god and kynde lyſt foꝛ hym oꝛdapne, 

Ok Lide he was gouernour and kynge, 
And loꝛdchyp hade the ſtoꝛye can not fayne) 
Of many kingdoms moze than one oꝛ twain: 
Fame in that tyme ſo dyd hym magnify, 
That he was called ftoure of al chiualry, 


And he was alſo in hys tyme founde 

. The moſt expert in werre a in batayle, 
And of richeſſe was the moſt habounde 
And moſt excellynge in conqueſt to pꝛeuaple: 
Plenty of people, wyth royal apparayle, 
And with al this to his great auauntage, 


The ſeconde boke 


Numbze of childze tenblyſſe hrs lyuage. 


In the moſt higheſt ofhis royal ſee, 

And al was weil e nothyng ſtode amis, 
Pet to amenuſe his felicite, 1 

A dzeme he had, and trueiy that was thys: 
How that his ſonne which called was Athis 
Was take from bym, & bymoztal outrage 
Slapne ſodenlye in his tendze age. 


This woful dzeme dyd him great diſtres, 
And put his hert in great diſpayze 
Standyng in feare it great heauines, 
Bytaule hys chylde, tende, ponge, ⁊ fapꝛe 
Which that was boꝛne foꝛ to be hys heyꝛe 
Shoulde cauſeleſſe in ſuche mylchefe die, 
So as his dꝛeame afoze dyd ſpecifye, 


Ok this pꝛoteſſe to declare moꝛe 

How Creſus dzeme fulfylled was in dede, 
From Olimpus there came a wylde boze, 
Molt furious and ſauagine of dzede, 

Wyth fomp tultzes which faſt gan him ſpede, 
Dowone diſcendyng # no where lyſt abyde, 
(Tyl that he came in to the lande of Lyde, 


Ind gan diſtroy their krutes x their vines, 
Where euer he came in any maner place, 
Bꝛake the nettes # the ſtronge lynes 
Ok the hunters that dyd at hym enchace: 
But vnder luppozte of the * grace 
Hys ſonne of whom J ſpake tofoze, 

Gate him licence to hunt at this boze. 


Dys father Creſus demynge ok this caſe, 
There was nocauſe of dzede in no maner, 
Though hys ſonne were pꝛeſent at the chaſe 
With other hunters luche game foz to lere, 


But ape foꝛtune wyth her double chere, 


Is redy euer by ſome fatall trayne, 
At luch diſpoꝛtes ſome miſchefe toozdayne, 


Foz one there was whych had gouernance 
Upon this chylde to wayte and to le, _ 
Chaſyng þ boze to ſauehym fromplchaiice 
From al domage and aduerſite, 

With many luſty folke of that countre, 


With hoznes,hoiides,# ſharpe ſperes groũde, 


Sekyng the boze tyl they had hym founde, 


And as they gan fierſly the boze enchace, 
He that was charged to be the chyldes gyde 
As with his ſpeare he gan the boze manace, 


Che head not entred but fozth gan to glpde, f 
An 
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Ind on the chylde whyth that ſtode beſyde 
The ſtroke a lyght,and oz he dyd auerte 
Che lperes heade rofe hym thzough the hert. 


But ok this chylde whan þ deth was couth, 
Colde and repoꝛted holy the manere, i 
how he was ſlayne in hys tendze youth, 
Boꝛne to be heire vnto his father dere, 
Creſus foz ſozow chaunged loke a chere: 

And foꝛ conſtraint of dole in his vyſage, 

He reſembled a very deade ymage. 


But euery ſoꝛowe by long contumaunce 

At the laſt it (umwhat muſt alwage, 

02 ther is none lo furious greuance 

Noz ſo moꝛtal impoꝛtable rage, 

But long pꝛoteſſe yeueth him auantage: 
Imeane thus, there is none ſo great a ſozow, 
But it mought cele outher eue oz moꝛowe. 


Philoſophers concluden and dilcerne 

And by their reaſons recoꝛden by ſcripture, 
Thyng vpolent map not be eterne, | 
Not in one poynt abydeth none auenture, 
Hoꝛ a ſoꝛowe map not alwaye endure: 

Fo2 ſtoũdemele thzough foztunes variaunte, 
(There foloweth top after great greuaunce. 


Che loꝛow of Creſus tho it were intollerable 
Indat his hert the greuaunce ſate ſo ſoze, 
S7th that his dole was irrecuperable, 

And meane was none his harmes to reſtoze, 
Bochas waiteth of his wo nomoze: | 
But of his fal howe he fyll in dede, 

To tel the maner fozth he doth pꝛocede. 


Ind foza whyle he ſet his ſtyle aſyde, 
Ind his pzoceſſe in party he fozbare, . 
To ſpeke of Crelus that was kyng of Lyde 
Ind gan reſozt to wite of Balthaſar: 
Agayne teherſynge oz that he was ware, 
Yowe myghty Cirus of woful auenture 
Made on hym pzoudly a diſcomfiture, 


And as it is put in rentembzaunce 

Of Balthaſar to holde vp the party, 
 Creſus wyth hym had made an aliaunce, 
With al his puiſſaunce & al his chyualry: + 
His lpfe, his treaſoure, to put in ieoparty, 
Dwoznein armes as bꝛother vnto bꝛother, 
By Citrus vequyſhed the one after the other 


Both their miſchefe no lenge was delayed, 
Il be that Crelug caught long inhys defence, 


Leaf.lvitt 


He finally by Cyzus was outrayed, 

Ind depꝛiued by knyghrip vyolence, 
Take in the felde there was no reſiſtence, 
Andri e to his confuſion, 

With myghty fetters caſt in darke pilon. 


And moze to encreaſe his gret aduerſite, 

A ſonne of his tendꝛe a pong of age, 

That was dumbe from his nattuite, | 
And neuer ſpake woꝛd in no maner iigage, 
Cy2us commaunding by furious outrage 
That Creſus ſhouldeby vengeabte crueite, 
By a knyght of Perce in pziſonheaded be, 


And with his (wozde as heganmanace, 
Creſus to haue ſlapne wythout al reuerence, 


The dombe chylde there pzeſent in the place 


Which neuer had ſpoken, thus ſaidin audicce: 
Withdꝛawe thy ſtroke,# do no violence, = 
Unto my loꝛde thy fame ſo toconfounde, 

To llee a kyng that lpeth in pꝛiſon bound. 


The knight aſtonied hath his ſtroke fozbozng 
Gretly abached in that darke habitacle, 
Wbpych herde a chyld that neuer ſpake tofozne 
Agaynſt his werde to make an obſtacle, 
Kan and tolde this marueylous myzacie 

To mxyghty Citrus, with euery citcũſtaũce, 
Hopyng therby to atempze his greuaũte. 


But where as tyꝛauntes be ſet on cruelte, 
Their croked malice ful harde is to appeſe: 
So indurate is their iniquite 
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That al in vengeaunceis ſet their hertes ele, 


Them ſelfe — to ſe fol ke in diſeaſe, 
Lyke as they were 
Clerely fraunchiſed fro god a his power. 


Thys cruel Cirus moſt vengeable of deſire, 
To execute his fel entent in dede, 41 
Let make in haſte of fagottes a gret fyze , 
Ind gan thẽ kyndle wyth many coles rede, 
And made Creſus quakyng in his dzede, - 
Fox to be take where as he lay ful lowe, 

And bad men ſhould in to the fyze him tio w. 


But Jupiter whych bath his vengeaice ſepn, 
owe cruel Cirus with malier was attayur; 


From heauenſentafempet and a reine, 


That ſodainely $hozrible fire was quaynt: | 
Woful Creſus th dzedful fyze made faynt, 
Eſcaped is his furious moꝝtall parne. 
God and foztune fozhym lyſt ſo adayne. 


Li, This 


their frowarde daũger, 
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This aduenture in maner marueylous, 

The hert of Cirus gan ſomwhat tenbzace, 
And cauſed hym foz to be pitous 

Agapne Creſus, and granted him hys grace, 


To occupye whyle he hath lyfe aud ſpace, 
The land of Lyde,except only thys thynge 
Ye ſhoulde not aftex be called kyng, | 
And thus of Lyde the kynge dyd fyne, 
Which toke his beginyng of one Irdiſing, 
And endured the ſpace of kynges nyne, 
Loke who ſo wyl the bokes tel thus: 

Hereof no moze but fozth vnto Cirus, 
IJ wyl — wyth al my buſy cure, 

Fon to tranſlate hys woful auenture. 
CHow the cruell tyꝛaunt Cirus delited 
euer in llaughter and chedynge of 
blode, and (o ended. 

E pꝛe by diſcent to great Altiages, 
Pooꝛely bzought fozthe as is made 
18 771 \infcion, | 
And had al Alte to his great encres, 
Holdyng that reigne by iuſt ſucceſſion, 
In longe quyete wythout rebellion, 
Tyl tyme he thought in ful frowarde wyle, 
The woꝛld was (mal to ſtaunch his couetiſe. 
. had an etyke moſt contagious, 
retyng vpon hym foꝛ deſpꝛe of good, 

A d:oply hateful and furious, 
Of froward rage that made his hert woode, 
A woluythe thurſt toſhede mines bloud, 
LOhich ouerthwarted by falſe melancoly, 
Bes ropal cozage,in to titann ß. 
But whan he pzeſumptuouſly dyd entende 
To robbe ⁊ reue folke thꝛough his pytlage, 

God and foꝛtune made hym to diſcende 

Ful ſodaynly from hys royal ſtage, 
Dempyng of pꝛyde it wag a great auauntage, 
To won landes of very fozce and myght, 
Cho in his cõqueſt were no tytle ot ryght. 
To wyll he yaue holy the ſouerapnte, 
Ind aduertiſed nothyng to reaſon: 
But pꝛeferred his ſenlualite 
To haue loꝛdchyp and dominacion 
Aboue ſad trouth and diſcrecion, 
LOhych cauſeth pzinces fr their eſtate rotal, 


Foꝛ the loꝛdchyp ok al Alia 


Foz feare of deth bycauſe ofthe gryffons, 


The hardy quene to ſpoyle of het richeſle. 


Dz they be ware to haue a lodapne fall, 


Might not ſuffile to Cirus gredineſſe, 

But thought he would conquere Cithia , 
Ind there werretoencreaſe hys ryches, 
Though he no tytle had of ryghtwyſnelle, 
Saue falle luſt wherofme choulde haue ruth, 
That wyl in pꝛinces choulde oppꝛeſſe truth, 


Fy2lt this Citrus al pꝛintes dyd extel 
Both in conqueſt, victozp, æ bataple, 
Ok golde a trealure, as bokes ot hym tell, 
Ayngdoms to wyn he dyd moſt pꝛeuaple: 
And yet two vytes dyd his hert aſſaple, 
Fyꝛſt couetiſe euer toencreaſe in good, 
With a deſire to chede mens blonde. 


Wyth two vyces he bzenned euer in one 

That neuer might from his hert twyn. 
Made a great army towarde Septẽtrion, 
And caſt him pzoudly to ſet on and begyn 
Cithia the mighty land to wyn: 
Quene Thomiris there reigninge as J fynde 
Whole kyngdom iopneth to Ethiope in Inde. 


Towarde the party whych is oꝛientall, 
The lee of Surry floweth full plentuous, 
Dowvone to the ſee called octidentall 

And ſouthwarde renneth to Caucaſus: 
Ind folke of Cithie that ben ther hn 


Which tyl the land hath not to their liuing, 
But onely frutes which from therth ſpꝛing. 


The lande of Cithie is ryche foz the nones, 
Fo: greyne a fruite a land ful conenable, 
Nyche of golde perle and pzecious ſtones, 
Ryght comodious and wonder dilectable: 
But a great party is not habitable, 
The people dzedful to bylde their manciong, 
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The noble fame noz the high renoun 

Was not ferre knowe noꝛ yſpzad aboute 
Of Thomiris queneof that region, 

Noz of her nobleſſe within noz wythout, 
yl that king Cirus with a ful great route, 
In to Cithia gan hym pzoudly d2eſſe, 


But ſhe her fame moꝛe to magnifie, 
Gan in great haſte with ful rich apparaple 
Ful pꝛudently aſſemble her chyualry: 


And toke a felde, i he woulde her aſſayle | 
Redy 
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Kedy with him to haue a bataple, 
And of her meyny lyke as ſayth my boke, 
Unto her ſonne the thyꝛde parte che toke; 


Ind yaue hym charge in the ſame place, 
Hym ſelfe that daye to aquite lyke a knyght, 
And fo2 tomete Cirus in the face 
And nothyng dꝛede with hym foz to fyght: 
But whan kyng Cirus of him had a ſyght; 
Caſt hym that day the pong paince oppꝛeſſe, 
Rather by wples than manhod oz pꝛo 


F yꝛtt he let ſtuffe his large pauilions 
With great plenty of dzinkes dilectable, 
Diers meates and confections; 
Kounde abonte vpon euery table, 
Ind in his meanyng paſſyng diſceyuable, 
Lyke as he had in maner dzedful be, 
Toke al his hoſt and gan anone to lle 


This yonge pꝛince of meanyng innocent, 
 Nothyng demyng, as by ſuppoſaple, 

But Þ Cirus was with his meyny went, 

Ind fled foz feare he durſt hym not aſſaple: 

And whan he founde ſuch plente of vytayle, 

He # his knightes thꝛough milgouernaũce, 

To eate and dꝛinke ſet al their pleſa 


They had of knyghthode loſt the diſciplyne, 
Foꝛſoke Mars pow hym out of ſygh 
Ind to Bachus their heades gan encly 
Goꝛge vpon goꝛge tyl it dzough to nyght, 
And pꝛoude Cirus came on the anonryght, 
With all hys hooſt they out of their armure, 
On beaſtial folke made a diſcomfiturez 


Cruel Cirus left none alyue, Fo 
Of hygh noꝛ lowe made none excepcion!: 
They were to feble again his might to iriue, 
Foz chefe cauſe of their diſtruction 

Was d:6kenneſſe, whych voydeth al reaſon , 
And wyſe men rehercen in ſentence, 

Vhere folke be dzonken there is no reſiſtence. 


Ind whan thys (laughter by relacion 
Repozted was, a bzought to che pzeſence 
Ok Thomiris quene of that region, 
Unto her hert it dyd ful great offence: 
But of ire and great impacience 


Seyng her ſonne ſlayne in tendꝛe age; 
Foz ſoꝛow almoſt he fyll into a — | 


But foz al her woful deedly payne, 
Dhe chewed no token of feminite: 
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Fon to diſclaundze 
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But of pzudence her weping gan reſtrapae, 
And caſt her playnly auenged foꝛ to be 
Upon kyng Cirus, and en hts cruettc, 
Sente out meyny to elpyen his paſſage, 

Ik che hym kynde myght at auauntage. 


And with her meyny gã feyne a maner flight, 
Up to the mountayns dꝛedful x terrible, 

Ind Cirus after ganhaſte hym anon ryghte; 
In hope to take her it it were poſſible: 

Among whiche hilles moze than it is credible 
Ben craggy roches moſt hideous of entaple, 
Perilous of paſſage, a voyde of al bitayle, 


And Cirus ther fyl in greate daunger; 
Al vnpurueyed of dꝛogemen oz of gyde: 
To foltre his people vitaile was none ther, 


Erryng as beaſtes bpon euery (yde, 


And they of Cithie gan foz hym ſo pꝛouyde, 
Wherof their quene god wote was ful fayne, 
It great miſchefe 5̊ al his men were llaine. 


None ot al was taken to raunſon, 
Noz he hym leike elcaped not her boundes, 
Such wayte was layde to they: diltruction , 
And he thzough perced with moztal woundes, 
On peces rent as beares ben with hotides, 
The quene cõmaũding whã he lay thus toꝛne 
To her pzelence his body to be boꝛne. 


Eyꝛſt che hath charged to \myte of his heade, 

Whan che hath thus the victozy of hym won: 

Ind in a bath that was all blode red, 

She gan it thzowe within a litel tonne: . 
Ind ol diſpite ryght thus che hath begonne 

Moſt tirauntly in her woful rage, - 

To dead Cirus to haue this langage: 


O thou Cirus that whylom were ſo wode, 
And ſothzuſtlewe in thytiranny, 

Igayne nature ſo to ſhede mannes bloud, 
So woluyche was thyne hateful dzopſy, 
That mercy none myght it modefye, 

Thine etyke ioyned gredy and vnſtable, 
With thꝛuſt of ſlaughter aye to be vengeable. 


Jt is an hozrour in maner foz to thynke, 
So great a pꝛince rebuked foz to be 
Ok a woman, mannes blode to dzinke, 
roial maieſte, 
But gladly euer vengeable cruelte 
uireth wyth vnware violence, 


Ofryght 
Blod ede blode iuſtly to recompence, 
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Ot 


The ſeconde boke 


Of myghty Cirus the imperiall nobleſſe 
Was by a woman vequythed a bozne doune, 
God made her chaſtiſe his furious wodnes, 
And foꝛ toppꝛeſſe his famous high renoun: 
Foz where vengeaunce hath dominacton, 
Jn wozidly pꝛinces, playnly to deuple 
With vnware ſtroke god can the chaſtiſe. 


Thende of Cirus can bere ful wel recozde, 
How god wſtandeth folke ß ben vengeable, 
Loꝛdſchyp # mercy whan they ben at diſcozde, 


Right wyll not ſuffer their tate to be Cable: - 


And foz this Cirus was ſo vnmerciable, 
He with vnmercy puniſhed was tn dede, 
Deth quyt foz deth, lo here his final mede. 


In laughter # blode he dyd greately delyte 
Foz in tho twayne was his repaſt in dede, 
He founde no mercy his vegeaunce to reſpyte 
Where he founde matter any blode to ſhede, 
Such toy he had by deth to ſe folke blede : 
Ind fox the (yght did him ſo much good, 

His fatal ende was foz to lwym in blode. 


Lo here thexequies of this mighty king, 

Lo here the ende of his eſtate royal, 

There were no flames noz bzondes chinynge 
To bꝛen his body with fires funeral, 

Noꝛ obſeruaunces noꝛ offringes marctall, 
Noꝛ tombe ol golde with ſtones rych # fyne, 
Was none oꝛdained to make with his chzine. 


Epitaphie ther was none red noz ſonge 

By no poete wyth their poetries, 

Noz of his triũphes there was no bell ronge, 
Hoꝛ no wepers with ſobbynge tragedies; 
None attendaunce but of hys enemies, 
Which of hatred in their cruell rage, 

Caſt out his carayne to beaſtes moſt ſauage. 


Lo here of Cirus the finall auenture, 
Which of al Aſie was whylom emperour, 
Now lieth he abiect without lepulture, 
Ot high noꝛ low he founde no better fauoure: 
Lo here the fyne of al woꝛldly labour, 
Namely of tixaunts which lyſt not god dꝛede, 
But let their luſt to laughter a blodechede. 


Lenuoye. 
a tonlidze in youre 
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The fine ofCirus pitous a lamẽtable 


Bonne by diſcent to reigne in Albanpe, 


How god punicheth of equitie # ryght 
Tirauutes echone cruel and vengeable: 
Foz in his ſyght it is abhominable 
That a pꝛince, as philoſophers wz 


In flaughter of men choulde zym lelfe delyte, 


| 
This ſaide Cirus woas a full manly knight 
In begynning t famous and notable, 
Nature paue him lemelineſſe c myght, 
Foz in conqueſt was none ſene moze able, 
Tyl tiranny the lerpent diſceyuable 
Merciles his coꝛage dyd atwite, 

Jn ſlaughter ofmen whan him gan delite. 


Wherefoze ye pzinces remebze day & nyght, 
Taffozce your nobles & make it pardurable, 
To get you fauour # loue ofenery wyght, 
Which al your ſtates coſerue & kepe ſtable: 
Foz there is conqueſt none ſo honourable 

In gouernaunce, as vengeaunceto reſpite, 
Mercy pꝛeterring in laughter not delite. 


Che. xb. Chapiter. 


CHowe Amilius foz couetyſe ſlough his bꝛo⸗ 
ther, and Remus and Rumulus nourt- 
| Ged by a wolfes, 8 


T ter king Cirus Bothas did eſpy 
” — wozthy bzethern wyth faces pi⸗ 
ous, 


Both of one father the ſtozy telleth vs: 
The one of them called Amulius 

And ta remembꝛe the name of that other, 
Numitor ycalled was his bzother 


They had a fader whyche named was Pꝛo⸗ 
ee eee 
er who pnelythys is the caſe 

Amulius foz falſe couetiſe, : 
His bꝛother llough in ful cruel wyſe, 
Chat he vniuſtly by falle tiranny 
Might haue the kingdom alone ol Albany, 


This Albany by dilcripcion 

Like as Bochas affirmeth in certeine, 

ga citye not ferre fro Rome toun, 

et on an hyl beſide a large pleine: 

The building ſtatelp, rych & well beſeine, 
Stronge walles with many a high toute, 
And Alcanius was fy2ſte thereof foundour, 


Which called was in his foundacion, 
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Alba⸗ 


Albania foz the great whytnes, 

There kynges after by ſucceſſion | 

Named Albanots pzinces of great nobles; _ * 

Ind by dilcent the ſtozy beareth wytnes 

From kyng Pꝛochas recozde on qe olde, 

Came theſe.it.bzethzen Rea their ſuſter told. 
| 

Numitoz ſlayne as made is mencion | 

The kyngdom occupied by Amulius, 

And Kea entred in to religion, 

Foz to be wympled in that holy houle, 

Sacred to Ueſta wyth virgyns glozious, 

(There foz to abyde # be contemplacite, 

With other maydens duryng al her lyte. 


And thys was done whyle che was yonge of 
By her bzother,of falle entencion, (age, 
That he choulde haue no maner heritage 
Noz clapme no title in that region, 

Ok her kynred by none occaſion: 

But ſtande pꝛokeſſed in virginitye 

Tofoze Ueſta, and liue in chaſtitie. 


pet notwithſtanding her virginal clenneſſe, 
She hath conceyued by natural myzacle: 
Gan to encreaſe in her holynes, 

Vhole wombe aroſe, in kide was no obſtacle, 
Agapne ſuch bolnyng auapyleth no triacle: 
But the goddes foz her ſo dyd oꝛdayne, 

That che at ones had ſonnes twapne. 


The temple of Ueſta ſtode in wilderneſle, 
Where Rea had holy the gouernaunce 

Of pꝛieſtly honour done to the goddeſſe, 
Wyth many ſtraunge vncouth obſeruaũce: 
But by her bzothers moztall oꝛdinaunte, 
Der yong ſonnes might not be ſocoured, 
But caſt out to beaſtes to be deuoured. 


But a ſhe wolfe whych whelped had late, 
To yeue the ſoke dyd her bulineſſe, 

By god oꝛdained o2 by ſome heauenly fate, 
(The to conſerue fro deth in their diſtres: 
Foꝛ holy waite plainly beareth wytnes, 

God can defendeas it is well couth, 
Childzen fro milchele in their tendze pouth. 


But in this whyle this ſayd Amulius, 
That was their vncle, as made is mention, 
Igayne his ſuſter frowarde and furious, 
Made her be chyt in a ful derke pꝛilon: 

And there complaynyng the diſtruction 
Okher two childꝛen boꝛne to her reptefe, 
Foz very ſozow dyed at great myſchele. 
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Theſe ſayde chyldzen deuopde of al refute 


Beſyde a rtuer lay pitiouſly crying, 


From al ſocoure naked and deſtitute, 


* Except a wolues vpoa them waityng 


It whoſe wombe ful ſtyl they lay ſoukyng; 
Unto nature a thyng contrarious, 
Childzen to ſouke on beaſtes tauenoug. 


But he that is loꝛde ot euery creature 
Nyght as hym lyſt can both ſaue © ſpyl, 
And beaſtes which ben rage of t heir nature 
He can aduert,# make them lye ful ſtyl, 
Tigres & lions obedient at his wil: 

The ſame loꝛde hath made a fel wolueſſe 
Unto twey childzen her bigges foz to dꝛeſſe. 


Ind whyle thys wolues had the in depoſe, 
(Ther came an herde called Fauſtulus, 
Behelde their loukyng a ſaw the lye ful cloſe, 
Whych cheperde was of kyng Amulius: 
Caught vp theſe chyldꝛẽ the ſtoꝛy telleth thug 
And bꝛought the fozth with great diligence, 
Unto his wyke that called was Laurence, 


Ind ſhe foꝛ loue dyd her buſy payne, 
Them to foſtre,tyl they came of age, 
Gaue them ſouke of her bzeſtes twapne, 
Fro dap to dape ot hert and hole cozage: 
And they were called as in that langage, 
After the ſtoꝛpe that one of them Remus, 
Aud the leconde was named Romulus. 


Ok wohrch bꝛethern bzefely to termyne, 
The towne ok Rome toke oziginal: 


Ol falſe diſclaundze fyzit began that lpne, 
koũde at all, 


The rote out ſought ful vicious 
Clerelyremebzed foz a memoꝛial 
(Their begynning grewe of luch incotinence, 
Is clerkes call Inceſtus in ſentence, 


Inteſtus is a thyng not fayze noz good 

After that bokes wel deuile conne, 

As treſpaſſyng wyth kyn oz wyth blode 

Oz frowarde medlyng w her that is a nonne: 
And thus the line of Rome was begon, 

Fo: 11 falſe robber 
Das chete begynnynge ol al their auncetry 


Df Canetyſe they toke their auauntage, - 

Lyggers of waies and robbers openly, _ 

Murdꝛers alſo of their owne linage, 

And ſtronge theues gate to their company, 

Spoiled al tho that paſt them fozby, 

Under chadowe of kepinge — i 
nin 
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The ſerdnde bone 


Al inaner people they pꝛoudly dyd aſſaile. 


To ſlee marchatites they had no conſcience, 
And foz to mur dꝛe folke of euery age, 
Women to oppꝛeſſe of fozce and vyolence, 
In al that countre this was their vlage: 
IDhere they abode ther was no ſure paſſage. 
And theſe two bzethern lyke as it is founde, 
Fonde firſt | maner of ſpeares ſharpe groide, 


I ſpeare in greke called is quiris, 

And foꝛ that cauſe the lapd Romulus, 

As bokes lap, and ſothelp lo it is 

He after warde was called Quirinus. 
Which w his bꝛother Þ called was Remus, 
Das in al thyng confederate # partable, 
That tofoze god was vicious & dampnable. 


And as it was actoꝛdynge to their like, 

Foz lacke of vertue they fyll in great diffame, 
And atwene thẽ ther was an vncouth ſtryfe , 
Which of both ould peue the name 

Unto the citie, atwene er neſt and game, 
After theyz names Rome to be called, 

Thus fyll the caſe afoze o2 it was walled ; 


And therupon ful longe laſted their ſtriues, 
Which ſhould of them haue dominacion, 
She wing their titles and pzerogatyues, 
Who Gouid of them yeue name to the toun, 
Ind reigne as kyng in that region: 

There was no reaſon who ſhuld go befozne, 
Bycaule they were both at once bozne, 


Buk to kyniche their fraternal dyſcoꝛde, 
They haue pzoupded atwene the anon ryght, 
Thus condiſcendyng to put theat atcoꝛde, 
Nouther by foꝛte, oppꝛeſſpon, noꝛ myght, 
That whych of them ſawe greateſt ftyght 

 . Ofbyzdes flyeng high vpon an hyl, 

Should name the citye at his owne wpl, 


Ok this accoꝛdę foꝛ to be wytneſſe, 
(They w them lad a ful r multitude; 
Therof to yeue a dome of rightwilnelfe, 
Both of wyſe and of people rude, . 
Al at ones thys mater to conclude?  - - 
Ind to an hyl called. Juentyne, 


They ben alcended this matter foz to line. 


Ind byides lyre to Remus dydappere, 
By augury as they gan ptocede, 7 / 
Called vultures ful fierce in theit manere, 


But in numbꝛe the double dyd excede 
That Romulus (awe whan he toke hede: 
Wherof ther fyll a great contrauerip, 
Which ofthe Goulde pꝛeuayle on his party. 


Thus firſt of al Remus had a ſyght 

Ok ſixe birdes called Uultures, 

Ind foz toauaunce # pzefer hys right, 

He ful pꝛoudely put him ſeife in pꝛees: 

But Komulus was not recheles a 
His bzothers clayme playnly to entrouble , 
Iffozced hys title with the numbze double. 


Pet ot his purpoſe one ot thẽ muſt faple, 
Though it ſo be that they euer ſtrines 
But Romulus gan finally pꝛeuaile, 

And to the cityehe fozth went blyue, 

And as auctours lyſt echone diſcrpue, 
And in their bokes as they reherce al, 
Ifter his name Rome he dyd it cal, 


And al foꝛeins toexrclude out | 
And agayne the to make ſtronge defence, 
Fy2ſt he began to wal it rounde aboute, 

And made a lawe ful dzedful in ſentence, 
Who clymeth the wal by any violence, 
Outwardoz in warde there is no moꝛe to ſey 
By ſtatute made he muſt nedes dey, 


This was enacte by ful plaine ozdina*ce 
In paine of deth which no man bzeke al, 
But ſo befyll Remus of ignozaunce, 
Which of the ſtatute knewe nothynge atal, 
Ok auenture went ouer the wal, 

Foz whiche a knyght oꝛdained in certayne 


The laide Remus hath with a ppkeis ſlayn, 


Dis bꝛother lyſt not in no maner wyſe 
Againe the lawe to be fanourable, 
But aſſented parcel foz couetyſe, 


Upon Remus to be moze bengeable: 


Ok thys entent to make his reigne ſtable, 
That he alone myght gouerne # non other 
By noclayme bzought in by his bother. 


Fud that the people chuld the moꝛe delite 
There to abyde and haue po ſſeſſion, 


As olde auctours of Romulus do Wzite, 


Within the boundes of the ſame toun 
Chat he deuiſed by great p2ouiſion, 

In compas rounde (ocroniclers:compyle, 
A teritozy that called was Alyle. 
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of John Wochas 


This Aſylum by Romulus deuiſed, 

Das a plate of refuge and ſocours, 

Like a theatre with liberties fraunchiſed, 
Foꝛ to recelue all fozayne treſpaſours, 
Theues, murdzers wapliggers, a robbours 
By great reſozt within the walles wide, 

To folter all bzybers Þ durſt no where abide, 


Ind with fled people fro diuers regions, 
The citye gan to encreaſe and multiplye: 
Ind baniched folke ol ſtraunge nations, 
Co kinde refuge thither gan them bye. 

Ind thus by pꝛocelle gan their chiualry, 
Firſt thzough tyꝛantes retcheles of woꝛbyng 
_ Till all the wozldobeped their biddyng. 


Of wilfull fozce without title of right 

They bzought all people vnder ſubiection, 

A claime they made by violence and might, 
Ind toke no hede of trouth noz reaſon, 

And the firſt auctour of their foundation, 
Was Romulus, that gathered all this route 
Wityin the citye and walled it about. 


Tcak. li 1. 


Like their eſtates in pzince oz princelle, | 
I dare affirme of them botherwayne, 
F oz vycious liuinge they muſt endure payne, 


But whan they ben faythfull ofentent, 
Right and trouth iuſtly to maintapne, 

And in their royall power be not blent, 
Wꝛonges redꝛeſſyng and poze folke ſuſtene, 
And lo contune with conſcience ſo clene: 
Such life moze rath than pompe of warres, 
Shal make the raigne in heuẽ aboue þ ſtars; 


Foz whiche let pzinces vnderſtand atones, 
And wozldly pꝛinceſſes w all their riches, 


That their high hoznes fret tb riche ſtones, 


To heauen their paſſage dothe not dꝛeſſe, 
But vertuous life, charitye, and mekenes: 
Whan they liſt pꝛide out of their hart arace, 
That cauſeth the in heauen to winne a plate. 


There is no moꝛe ſtraunge abulion, 
Ke tofoꝛe god greater ydolatry, . 
Than whan pꝛinces lift catche affection 


+, Creatures kal ſiy to deifye, 


And many day as made is mencion 

He had this citye in his gouernaunce, 

And was the firſt kyng crowned in that toun, 
And raigned there by continuaunce, 

Full manp peres, till the variaunce 

Of foztune thzough her falle enuye, 
In Campania made him foz to dye, 


Upon a day whan it gan thunder loude, 

His name fozeuer to be moze magnified, 
Some bokes (aye he was —— A a cloude, 

High vp in heauen to be ſtellified, 

With other Gods ſtately deified, 

There to be ſtalled by Jupiters ſyde, T 

Like foz his knightes as Mars lift pꝛouide. 


Lohereofpanyms a falſe opinion, 

To Chꝛiſtes lawe contrary and odious, 
That tyzantes Gould by falſe oppꝛeſſion 

Be called goddes oz named glozious, | 
Whiche by their liue were founde bycious: 
Foz this playne trouth J dare it well tell, 
They rather ben fiendes ful depe in hell. 


for but in earth their domination 
Conueped be by vertuous nobles, 


Ind that their power and hygh renoun on Wyich can thẽ quite better than they delſerue 
Dr 


——ͤ— we 


Be let on trouth and rightwilenesn 


By colluſion bzought in by ſozcery, 
Now god defende all pzinces well diſpoſed, 
With ſuche kaile craft neuer to be enopled, 


And theireyen by none illuſions 


Be not avieugled neither with hoke noz line; 


Noz by no boytes of falſe inſpections 
Wꝛought by Cyzenes by dzinke oz medicine, 
Whiche of their nature reſemble to a chꝛine, 
Thzoughriches outward a beauty ſoueraine 
And who loke in warde be like to a caraine. 


God of his grace amende all ſuche outrage, 
In noble pꝛinces, a ſaue the from ſuch werre 
And them enlumine diſpolyng their courage 


| Jn(uche falſe wozGyp they no moze ne erre: 
Like to Atgus that they ſene a ferre, 


That no faiſefagyng cauſe the to be blynde, 


So ds nos goddeſſes to woꝛchip againe kynd, 


Ind though $ Nomains did woꝛchip a honoz 
To Romulus by a conſtraynt dꝛede, | 


Let nomantakecrampleoftheirerrour, 


But to the lozde whole lides were made rede, 
To laue mankinde and an a croſſe was deed, 


Let men to hym in chele their loue oblerue, 


— 


© 4 * 
4 3 r 3 2 eee 
— — o. — 2 - . — — 5 — n 
pow ou —— —— — — Ss * 2 4 
* —_ * — - * = , 
— — a — — 
— — ———U— — —j— — — — — Een ns > 
» 0 


The ſecond bone 


C _The.xrir. Chapter. 


Howe Mecius kyng of 'Ylbanoys beynge 
falſe of his othe and aſſuraunce, was 
dzawen into pteces, 


Ext Romulus W teares al beſpꝛaint, 
Unto John Bochas appered M ecius, 
© » Ofchereandlioke # of his pozt faynte, 
His fall declaryng frowarde # diſpitous, 
And he was called eke Sufficius, 

Lowe of byzthe and ſimple in vpgrowyng, 
Of Albanoys tyll foztune made him kyng. 


Igain whole pꝛide the Romains gan warrey 
Full mightely oppꝛeſſyng his countree: 
Ind koꝛ kyng Mecius liſt them not obey, 
They caſt them fully auenged foz to be, 
Becauſe his byzthe was but of lowe degre, 
And was rtſen bp bnto eftate royall, 

They the purpole to peue him a ſodayne fall, 


Daſy clymbyng of pouert ſet on hight 
Whan wꝛonge title maketh him to alcende, 
With vnware peyſe of his owne might 

A lodaine fall maketh him to dilcende, 
Whan he liſt not of (urquedy entende 

Fro whence he came, noꝛ him lelfe to knowe, 
Till god # foztune his pope hath ouerthzow. 


Fo2this Meciug of pꝛelumption, | 
Thought again Romapns his pꝛide might a- 
Gan warre againe the by rebellion, (uaile, 
Was not fearful! their nobles to aſſaple, 
Till ona day was ſigned a battaile: 

Bothe their hoſtes within a felde to mete, 
To take their part be it ſoute oz ſwete. 


I hat tyme in Rome raigned Yoſtiliug, 

A manly man and a ful wozthy knyght, 
Twene him concluded and kyng Metius 
They twayne to mete in ſtele armed bꝛyght, 
Foz bothe battaples totrye out the ryght, 

By iuſt accozde and therin not varp, 
The party vaynquiched to be tributary, 


Ind wholy put him in lubiection 


Without entreatyng v2 any moze delay 
And finally — : 


KEyng Yoſtilius the triumphe wan that day, 


That Albanops coulde not ſay nay, - 
But that Romapns as put is in memozy, 


\ 


By linguler battayle had wonne the victozy, 


Thus had Romayns firſt poſſeſſion 

Df Albanoys, to obey them and to dzede, 
Metius yelded and l woꝛne to the toun 
Neuer to rebell foz fauoure ne foz mede, 
But foz he was double founde in dede 
Ok his aſſuraunce,and falle to their citie, 
Ye was chaſtiſed anone as ye all ſe, 


Agapnſt Fidinates a countrey of Jtaile, 
King Hoſtilius foz their rebellion, 
Caſt he woulde mete them in battaple, 
Foz common pzofite and foz diffenſion 
Bothe of his citye and of his ropall toun: 
Ind foz to affozce his party in wozkynge, 
Ol Ilbanoys he ſent vnto the kynge 


Co come in haſte with his whole choualry, 


And tary not in no maner wile, 

But make him ſtronge to ſuſtaine his party, 
Like his beheſt as ye haue hearde deuiſe. 
But kyng Mecius fall falſly gan pꝛactice, 

A leighty treaſon and a couert wpyle, 


Igaynlt his pꝛomile the Romapns to begple. 


Pet he outwarde pꝛetendyng to be true, 
Came to the felde with a full great meyny, 
Liuyng in hope to ſe ſome chaunges newe 
That heon Rome might auenged be: 

And ſpetially that he myght ſe 

Kyng Hoſtilius of frowarde enuy, 
That day outrayed with all his chyualry, 


Firſt when he law the Romapyns enbattailed 
Ind Fydinates on that other ſide, 

(Their wardes ready foz to haue aſſapled, 
Decouertly did on an hyll abyde, 

And to noz fro lyſt not gonoz ryde, 

Not his perſon put in teopardy: 

But who was ltrongelt to holde on 5 partye. 


Wherof the Romapns tyll in ſuſpection 

Ok kyng Mecius whan they toke hede, 

Tyll — = 2 1 
Thzaough knighthode put the out of diede, 
And gan diſſtmule of Mecius the falſehede, 
And to comfoꝛt his knyghtes ofentent, 

Sayd what he did, was done dy his aſſent, 


e was fulltothe that his chynalry 
hould know the effect of Mecius treaſon, 
Whiche cauſe myght in all oz in party, 
Full great hindzyng by ſome occaſion, 


To 


Todeme in him falſenes oz treaſon: 
Pet of trouth the ſtoꝛy beareth witnes, 
All that he ment was vntrouth and kalſenes. 


Thus of manhode and ofhigh pzudence 

He to his knyghtes yaue hart a hardines, 
Made them let on by ſo great vyolence 
That he the felde gate of high pꝛowes 

On Fidinates, bzvught in ſo great diſtreſſe 
And ſo outrayed of fozce on euery ſide, 
'Tofoze Romayns that they ne durſt abide, 


And whan Mecius ſaw them thus outray 
By amaner of fayned falſe gladnes, | 
Like as he had in hart be well apayed, 
To Hoſtilius anone he gan him dzeſſe, _ 
Him ſelfe reioplyng by. counterfayte likenes: 
And foz his meanyng playnly was conceiued 
So as he came, tyght ſo was he recepued. 


Thus whan Mecius ſtode in his pzeſence 
Dith a pꝛetence of faithfull ſtablenes, 

And all the appoꝛt ot᷑ trouth in apparence 

He <adowed hath his expert doublenes, 
Under ſote honp couert bitternes: | 
Frendly vyſage w wozdes (mothe  playne, 
Tho mouth a hart departed were in twaine, 


But Hoſtilius hath all his fraude eſpied, 
And his compaſſed falſcnes and treaſon, 
And therupon hath iuſtly fantaſied 

A paine accozdyng vpeyled of realon, 

Him to puniche by a double paſſion: 

(This to mean, like as he was deuided, 

2 double tozment foz him he hath pzoutoed, 


This was his dome and his fatall payne 
By Hoſtilius contriued of juſtice,” 

His fete, his armes, atwene charets twayne 
Naked and bare the ſtozy dothe deuile 
Tobe bounde and knit in trauers wile 
Contrariouſly the hozſe to dzawe and hale, 
Tyll all his body were rent on pieces (mall. 


Indright as he was cauſe of great trouble, 
Founde aye in dede moſt full of variaunce, 
Therfoze his payne was in maner double, 
Right as him ſelf was double in gouernaſice 
Falle ot his othe, ot᷑ heſt, and aſſuraunce, 
Ind double in menyng as he hath perſenered 
So in his ende his mebzes were dilceuered, 


His fete were dꝛawe from the head aſunder, 
There was no iopnt with other foz to abide; 


of John Bothas 


Atcat. Ixil. 


Here was a legge and an arme lap onder, 
Thus eche member fro other gan deuide 
And foz he coulde holde in outher (yd:, 

By falſe pꝛetente to outher party true, 


Him to chaſtice was founde a payne newe, 


Che. xxx. Chapter. 


A Chapiter howe pꝛynces oulde of their 
othes and pꝛomiſes be true, auoydyng 
all doublenes and de⸗ 


O here the ende ol double falſe meanyng 
Wha wozde a hart be contrarious: 
Othe and beheſt faiſe founde in a kyng, 

Ok Albanops as was this Mecius, 

O noble pꝛynces pꝛudent and vertuous, 

Let neuer ſtozy after moe recozde 

That wozde & dede choulde in you diſcozde, 


Foz kyng Wecius vartaunt ofcourage, 
_ inward menig — — trea(s (ef, 
raynes contriuyng with a vyſage, 
His thought,his harte, w double cozdes fret, 
By Bechas called diſceyte a falſe baret: 
Whiche vyce diſcriupng concludeth of reaſon, 

Fraude of all fraudes is falſe deception, 


Foz with a face flatteryng and peacible, 
ä trouth vnder falſe pleaſaunce, 
ith his panteris perillous and terrible 
Trappeth innocentes w gryns ot miſchaũce: 
I meane diſceite, that w her countenaunce, 
Folkes englueth ſimple and retcheles., 

Ind than warreth vnder a face of pres, 


Puiſſaũce of pzynces famous x honourable, 

Hath ben dilceaued by this traytoureſſe, 

And folke moſt pꝛudẽt in their eſtate notable 
ath be diſtroubled by ſuche doublenes: 

nd many a knyght victozious of pzawes; 

Hath ben entryked foz all his hygh renoun, 

By traynes founde of diſceyte # treaſon, 


Dilteyte deceyueth & ſhalbedecepued, 

Foz by diſceyte who is diſceyuable, | 
Though his diſceytebe not out pertepued, 
Co a diſcepuoure diſceyte is retournable: 

Fraude quit w fraude is guerdon couenable 
Foz who with fraude fraudulent is found, 
To a defrauder fraude wyll aye rebounde, 


¶ Che. xxxi. Chapter. 
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The tecond boke 


Ot kyng Hoſtilius that firſt weared pur⸗ 
ple 8 with fiery 
n. | 


Hat ſhoulde J moꝛe of diſceite endite, 
w Touching the fraude of kyng Mecius, 
Foz I me caſt now finally to wzite 
The fatall ende of kyng Hoſtilius: 
Whiche was the firſt as ſayth Ualerius, 
In Rome citye that auctours knew, 
Among kynges that weared purple hewe. 


But after all his tryumphall nobleſſe, 
Ind many vncouth knightly high empꝛile, 
Foztune to appall the pꝛyſe of his pꝛoweſſe, 
Made him to be in fuil frowarde wile, 
Retcheles and flowe to do ſacrifice, 

To Jupiter. foz whiche ſent from heuin, 
He was conſumpt with lodaine firy leuin. 


Here men may ſe the reuolutions 

Ot foꝛtunes double purueyaunce, 

How ß molt mighty of Romapne champions 
Haue ſodainly be bzought vato miſchaunce: 
And thetr outrages to put in remembzaunce, 
Great conqueſt turned to wo fro toye, 

Fo: a rebuke J ſende them this lenuope. 


| CLenuoy, | 


Ome remember ok thy foundacion, 
| And of what people thou toke thy be» 


ginnynge: 
Tyy buildyng gan of falſediſſencion, 


Ol laughter, murdze, # outragious robbing 


Peuyng to vs a maner knowlegyng 
A falſe beginnyng auctours determine, 
Shall by pꝛoceſſe come vnto rupne, 


Where be thy ẽperoꝛs moſt ſouerain of renoun 


Kinges exiled fo2 outragious liuyng: 


Thy Senatours with wozthy Scipion, 
Poctes blde thy tryumphes rehearſynge 


Thy laureat knightes moſt ately ridyng 
In high honour: fozal their noble line, 


Is by long pꝛoceſſe bzought to rupne. 


Where is now Ceſar that toke poſſeſſion 
Firſt ofthe emppꝛe the tryumphe dlurpynge⸗ 
Oz where is Lutan that maketh mencion, 
Ok all his conqueſt, bp ſerious wzityng: 
Octauianmoſt ſolemnely raignyng: | 
Where is become their lozdlhyp oꝛ their lyne, 
Pꝛoceſſe of peres hath bzought it to ruyne, 


Where is Tullius chefe lanterne of thy toun, 
IJnrethozike all other ſurmouatyng: | 
Wozall Denec oz pꝛudent ſadde Caton, 
Thy common pzofite alwape pzeferrynge 
Oz rightful Traian moſt tuſtiy in his deming 
on no party liſt not to decipne, 

But long pzocelſe hath bzought all to ruyne, 


here is the temple of thy pꝛotection 

Made by Uirgill, moſt curious of buyldyng : 

Mages erect of euery region : 
han any lande was founde rebellyng 


Toward that part a (inal bell heard ringing, 


(To that pꝛouynce the ymage didenclyne, 
Which by long pzoceſle was bzought to ruyne 


Where is alto the great extozcion 
Dfconſules and pzefectes oppzeſſpng: 

Of Dictatours the falſe collniron: 

Ol Decemuir the frowardediſceyuyng: 
The great outrage in their liuyng: 

Ok all echeone the odious rauine, | 
Yath by pzocefle them bzought vnto rupne. 


Where is become thy dominacton, 

(Thy great tributes, thy treaſures chynyng, 
The woꝛlde all whole in thy ſubiection. 
Thy ſwoꝛd of vegeaunce al people manacing 
Euer gready toencreſe in thy gettyng 


Nothing by grace whiche that is diuine, 


Which haty the bzought by pꝛoceſſe to rupne, 


In thy moſt hygheſt exaltation, 
(Thy pꝛoude tyꝛantes pꝛouinces conquering, 
To god contrary by long rebellion, 
Goddes, goddeſſes, falſely obeiyng, 

Aboue the ſfarres by (urquedous climbyng: 
Till vengeaunce thy nobles did vntwyne, 
With new complaintes to ſhewe thy ruyne, 


Lay downe thy pꝛide and thy pzeſumption, 
Thy pompous boſt, thy lozdſhips encreaſing, 
Confeſle thine outrage a lay thy boaſt adoun, 
All falſe Gods playnly defiyng, 

Lift vp thine hart vnto the heauenly kyng, 
Whiche w his bloude thy ſozowes fo2 to fyne, 
Hath made thy raunſum to laue the fro ruyne 


From olde Saturne dꝛawe thine affection, 

His golden wozlde fullydeſpiſyng, 

And from Jupiter make a digreſſion, 

His lilueren tyme hartelp dilpꝛaylyng: 

Keſozt agayne w will and whole meanyng, 

To hun that is loꝛde of the ozders ney; yiche 
i 


Wyiche mekely dyed to laue the fro rupne; 


Cbougb Mars be myghty in his aſſencion, 
Bp influence victozies diſpolyng, 

Jud bꝛight Phebus yeueth conlolation 
To woz1dly pzinces their nobles auaunſing: 
Foꝛlake their rightes and thy falſe offryng: 
And to that lozde bowe downe thy chyne, 
Whiche ed his bloude to laue the fro ruyne. 


Winged Mercury chieke loꝛde and patrone 
Of eloquence and of fayze ſpeakyng, 
Fozſake his ſeruite in thine opinion, 
And lerue the loꝛde that —— all thyng, 
The ſterred heauen the lpheres eke meuyng, 
Whiche foz thy ſake was crowned w a (pine, 
His hart ebe pearced to laue the fro tuyne. 


Caſt vp of Uenus the falſe deriſion 

Per fiery bzande her flatteries renuyng, 

Of Diana the tranlmutacions, (dzepyng 
Nowe bzyght, nowe pale, nowe clere, nowe 
Of blynde Cupide the fraudulent mockyng 
Ok Juno, Bachus, Pꝛolerpina, and Lucine, 
Foz none but Chzilt map ſaue the fro rupne. 


Uovde of Citſes the beaſtiall poyſon, 
Of Cyꝛenes the furious chauntynge: 
Let not Meduſa do the no treaſon 
And fro Gozgones turne thy lokyng, 
And let Sinderelis haue the in kepyng, 
That Chꝛiſt Jeſu may be thy medicyne, 
Igapne ſuche raſkapyle to ſaue the fro ruxne, 


of John Bothas 


Bis mercy is ſurmountyng ot fopſon, 


Leaf. lxiii. 
Of falſe ydols make abiuration, | 

To Similachzes do no woꝛchyppyng: 
Maze thy relozt to Chiſtes paſſion, 
Whiche may by mercy redꝛeſſe thy ne erryng; 
And by his grace repare thy fallyng: 

So thou obey his vertuous diſcipipne 
Truſt that he Hall reſtoze thy rupne. 


Euer encreaſeth without amenuſyng; 

Aye at full cche time and eche ceaſon, 

And neuer waneth by none eclypſyng? _ 
Whan men liſt make deuoutly their rekening 
To leaue their linne # come to his doctrine, 
He teady is to kepe them from rupne. 
O Rome, Nome, all olde abuſion 
Dfceremonies falſly diſuſpng, 

Lay them aſide,and in concluſion | 
Crye god mercy thy treſpace repentyng; 
Truſt he will not refuſe thy aſkyng, 
The to retepue to laboure in his vine, 
Eternally to ſaue 17 krom rupne. 


O noble pꝛyntes of high dilcrecion. 

Sithe in this wozlde is none abidyng, 
eyſe conſcience againſt wil and reaſon, 
1 ye haue lealute of hatt ymaginyng, 

pe beare not hence but pour deſeruyng: 


Let this conceite ape in pour thoughts mine, 
By example ot Rome, how all goth to ruyne; 


¶ Chus endeth the ſeconde boke, 
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The Pzolotue, 
Jke a Pilgryme which b goeth on fote, It to perkozme J founde me ſo vnable, 


And hath no hozſe to releue his trauail, 


Teaf.lxiiii. 


Bote, dꝛpe, wery, and may find no bote Twene the relidue ofthis great iourney 


Of well colde whan thyꝛzſt doth him aſſaple, 
Wine noꝛ lycoutre that may to him auaple: 
Right ſo fare I whiche in mp buſines, 

No luctour kinde my rudenes to redzelle, 


J meane as thus, I haue no freche lycour 
Out of the conduites of Calliope, 
Noz though Cly9 inrethozyke no floure, 
In my labour foz to refrethe me, 

 Noz ofthe ſiſters in number thzile thze: 
Whiche with Citherea on Pernaſo dwel, 
(They neuer gaue me dzinke of their well: 


Noz of their ſpꝛynges clere and criſtallyn 
That-ſpzange by touchyng of the Pegale, 
Their fauour lacketh my making 
I tynde their balme of ſo great ſcarcite 

To tame their tunnes w (ome d2op of plente 
Foz Poliphemus thzough his blyndnes, 
Hath in me darked of Argus the bzightnes, 


Our life here ſhoꝛt of wyt the great dulnes, 
The heuy ſoule troubled with trauaple, 

And ok memoꝛp the blaſyng bꝛotilnes: 
Dꝛede a vncunnyng haue made a ſtrong bat⸗ 
With werines my ſpirite to aſſayle, (taple 
And w their lubtill crepyng in moſt quaynt, 
Dath made my ſpirite in making foz to faint. 


And ouermoꝛe the fearfull frowardnes 
Ol my ſtepmother called obliuion, 
Hath a baſtyle of fozyetfulnes, | 
Co ſtoppe the paſſage, # ſhadow my reaſon, 
Chat I myght haue no clere dyzection 

In tranſlatyng of newe to quycke me, 
Stozies to waite of olde antiquitie. 


(Thus was J ſet and ſtode in double werre, 
At the metyng of fearfull wayes twayne, 
The one was this who euer liſt to lere, 
Where as good will gan me conſtrapne, 
Bochas to accomplythe foz to do my payne, 
Came ignozaunce with a manace of dzede, 
My penne to reſt, J durſt not pꝛocede. 


Thus my lelte remembꝛyng on this boke, 

It to traunſlate J had vndertake, 

e a gas, 
nd gan e, my pen t 

That diſpayzed J had almoſt fozſake 


So great a labour dzedefull & impoztable, 


to enlumin 


Ind little therof that was begonne: 


ſtode checkmate foz feare whan J gan ſe 
In my way how little J had ronne, 

Like to a man that fayled day and ſonne, 
And: had no light to accompliſhe his vyage, 
So farre J tode abacke in my paſſage, 


Che night came on darked with ignozaunce, 


Oy wit was dull by clerenes to diſcerne 


— . — mms | 
ern, 

And in this caſe my ſtyle to gouerne 

Me to further J founde none other muſe, 


But hard as ſtone Pierides and Medule. 


Suppoꝛt was none my dulnes foꝛ to gye, 
Pouertie appꝛoched in ſtale croked age, 
1 —— — 

y pUrte aye lygit a voyde or all coynage 
Bachus farreoftogladmy : 
In ebbe of plente,ſcarcete at full 

Which of an olde man maketh the ſpirite dull, 


But hope and truſt to put away dilpapꝛe, 
Into my mynde of new gan them dꝛelle: 
And chefe of all to make wether fayze, 

My lozdes fredom a bounteous largeſſe, 
Into mine hart bzought ſuch gladneſſe, 

That thzough releupng ofhis benigne grace, 
Falle indigence lyſt me no mozemanace. 


O how it is an hartly reiopling, | 

To ſerue a pzynce that liſt to aduertile - 
Ok their leruaũtes þ faythful iuſt meanyng : 
And liſt to cõſider to guerdon their ſeruice, 
Ind at a nede liſt them not deſpyſe: 

But fro al daũger Þ ould them noy oꝛ greue, 
Beth euer redy to helpe them and releue. 


And thus releued by the goodly hede, 

And thzough the nobles of this moſt knightlp 
All miſtes clered of diſpayze and dꝛede (man 
Truſt,hope,and fayth, into my hart ran: 
And on my laboure anone fozthwyth J gan, 
Foz by cleare ſuppoꝛt ot᷑ my lozdes grace, 

All fozapnes lettyng fro me J did enchate. 


Fon folke that vle to make great byages, 


Whiche vnderfonge long trauell and labour, 
Whe thei haue don gret part of their paſſages 
Df werines to aſlwage the rygoure, 

M. i. Againſt 


n 


Fu 


The Pꝛologue. 1 


Againlt faintyſe to fynde ſome fauour, 
Loe oft agapne parcell to ve reieued, 


To ſe how muche their iournep is acheued. 


Cauſe why they ſo oft loke ageyne 
Backeward turne loke, and eke vylage, 

Js only this, that it may be lepne 

To them how much is done of their byage: 
Eke wery folke that gone on pylgrimage, 
eſt them ſome while a full large ſpace, 
Labozious ſweate to wipe fro their face. 


Their heauy fardell among they caſt adoun, 
At certaine boũdes to do their backes eale: 


At welles colde eke of entencion (apeaſe 


D2inke freche water their greuous thurſt to 
Oz holelum wynes their appetite to pleale, 
Kekenyng the myles by tomputacions, 
Whiche they haue paſt of caſtels # of towones 


2. doth them eaſe the number fo2 to know 
yth they began, ol many great journeys, 
Ok hye mountapns, and of valeyes lowe, 
And ſtraunge ligytes paſſyng by countreys, 
The vncouth buildyng of boꝛowes and cities 
Counting p diſtaunte frõ townes x the (paces 
This is their talking at their reſtyng places. 


The relidue and the ſurpluſage 

They reken alſo of their labour commyng, 
(Thinke it is a maner auauntage 

To haue and ſea cleare knowlegyng 

Ok thinges paſſed, e thinges eke folowynge: 
Foꝛ to their hartes it doth full great plelaũce 
Whan all ſuche thing is put in remebꝛaunce. 


And ſemblably John Bochas as J fynde, 
Gan turne backe his loke and countenaunce, 


| 


| 


| 
[ 


And to remember appoyntyng in his minde 
To the ſtozies rehearſed in lubſtaunce, 

In his two bokes of loꝛowes & diſpleaſaũce, 
Bim ſelte aſtonied marueilyng a great dele 
The fall of pzynces from Foztunes whele, 


Ok their vahapas he dothe rehearce, 
Towarde the (elfe the cauſe dothe rebounde, 
Their climbyng vp the heauens foz to perte, 
In wozldly riches toencreaſe andabounde, 


_ Their gredyetike doth them ſelfe confounde: 


And their thirſt ol hauyng vnſtauncheable 
Cauſeththeir nobles to be io variable. * 


climbyng bp of realon who can ſe, 
ok bzaines the memoziall, 


Men (aye of olde, who that couet all 


It the vnlet houre luche one Hall not chele, 


But all his gadzyng at once hall he leie. 


Foꝛ wozldly folke whiche ſo hye aryſe 
1Pyth the great peyſe of woꝛldlye abundatice, 
Ind with the weight of frowarde couetiſe, 

Namely where Foztune holdeth the balaace, 
With vn ware turne of ſome vnhappy chaſice, 
This tozmy quene,this double Goddeſſe, 
Plungeth the downe from all their riches, 


Wherfoze Bochas hereofto make a prefe, 
Sheweth topurpole a ſentence full notable: 
A clere example of ſuche vnware miſchefe, 


Wuteth of an auctour by maner ofa fable, 


Albe the menyng be full commendable, 
And well accoꝛdyng in concluſton, 
To the clere . his entencion. 


* 


Blanterh ye ſight ofhygh and low degree, 
che aloft maketh them to haue a fal: 
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The thirde boke 


C Hope Andalus doctour of 


Altronomy tontludeth how Pꝛyntes ſhoulde not at wite conſtel- 
lacions noz Foꝛtune of their vnhappy fallyng, but 
their demerites and vycious 

liuyng. 


CTHe firſt Chapter, 


=_ — — whylom as he dothe 
ecily 

n his youth whan he to ſchole 

went 

| There was a doctour of Aſtro⸗ 

| * * nomye, | 

Famous of cunnyng and right excellent, 

Ofhym rehearſyng ſhoꝛtly in ſentment, 

His toy was moſt to ſtudy and wake, 

And he was called Andalus the blake, 


he redde in ſcholes the meuing of the heauen, 


The kinde of ſtarres and conſtellactons, 
(The courſe alſo of the planets ſeuen, 

Their influence and their mocions: 

And helde alſo in his opinions, 

The fall of pꝛintes the cauſe well out ſonght, 
Came of them ſelfe and of fozrune ngught, 


Noz the ſtarres was nothing to wite | 
By their meuyng, noꝛ by their influence 
Ko 5 men chould of right the heauen atwite, 
Foz no froward wozldly vyolence: | 
Fo: this clarke there concluded in ſentence, 
Yow men by bertue longe may contune, 


From hurt of ſtarres oz of foztune. 


Their obone deſert is chefe occaſion 

Of their bnhappe who ſo taketh hede, - 

Ind their demerites vnwarelp put the doun, 
Whan vycious life doth their bꝛydle lede: 
Courſe of foꝛtune noz of the ſtarres rede 
Hindꝛeth nothing agayne their felicitie, 
Sth of free chople they haue full libertye, 


God puniſhed ſinne in many maner wyle, 
Some he chaſtiſeth foz theyz owne auaile, 
Men may of reaſon in luche caſe deuiſe, 

O inne ape requireth vengeaũte at his taple: 
God of foꝛtune taketh no counſayle, | 
Hoꝛ from her meuyng no man is moze fre, 
As clarkes wzite, than is glad pouertee, 


. 


And vnto putpoſe this auctour full notable, 
To his ſcholers there beyng in pꝛelence, 
Full demurely gan reherſe a fable, | 
With many a coloure of ſugred eloquence, 
Theron concludyng the ſame of his lentence, 
Touching a ſtrife whiche he did expzeſſe, 
Atwene glad pouert,# this blinde goddeſſe, 


D diſputation betwene Foztune and glad 


pouerte. 


Uod Andalus whilom of foztune 
a Jn ſtraite place there late glad pouert 
* hiche reſembled of loke & of figure 
I retcheles woman moſt vgly vntoſe, 
At anarow metyng ofhye wayes thze, 
All to tozne,to ragged, and to rent, 
A thouſand patches vpon her garment, 


She was hydous bothe of chere and fate, 
Ind in ſemyng voyde of ſozow and dꝛede: 
And by that way as Foꝛtune did pace, 
And of glad Pouert ſodaynly toke hede, 
She gan to ſmile and laught at her in dede, 
By a maner ſcoꝛnyng in certapne, 

Ok her aray che had lo great dildaine. 


Whoſe froward laughter wha pouert did eſpy 
How che of her had indignacion, 
She roſe her vp ofhygh melancholy 
PR to ewe her entencion, 

thout good day oz ſalutacton, 
Doyng to Foztune no maner reuerence, 
Under theſe woꝛdes, declaryng her ſentence, 


O thou Foꝛtune moſte fole of foles all, 

What cauſe haſt thou foꝛ to laugh at ine, 

Oz what diſdayne is in thyne hart fall: 

Spare not a deale tell on let le, 

Foz J full little haue ado with the, 

Ok olde noꝛ new J haue none aquapntaunee 

Neither with the noz wyth thy gouernaunce. 
M. ii. And 


And whan Foztune beholdeth the manere 
Ok glad Pouert,in her to tozne wede, 
Ind knew alſo by countenaunce and chere, 
How che of her toke but little hede, 
Like as the had to her no maner nede, 
The whiche thinges concepued and ſeyne, 
To pouerty ſhe anſwered thus ageine: 


My ſcoznefull laughter plainly was fo the, 
Whan J the la we lo megre,pale,and lene, 
Naked and colde, in great aduerlitie, 
Scabbed, ſcozuy,ſcalled,and vnclene, 

On backe and body as it is well lene, 
Many a beaſt walke in their paſture, 
Whiche day by day of new thou doelt recure, 


Hauyng nothing to wꝛap in thy head, 
Sauea bꝛode hatte rent out ok nattes olde, 
Full ot honger foz defaute of bꝛead, 
Slcpyng on ſtrawe in the froſtes colde: 
Ind where thou comeſt as men map behold, 
Foz fear of the, childzen them withdzawe, *' 
And many a dogge hath on thy ſtaffe ygnaw. 


To all eſtates thou art moſt odious, 

Men with the will haue no daliaunce, 

Thy feilowWipis ſo contrarious, 

Where thou abideſt may be no plealaunce: 

Folke hate ſo deedly thi froward acquaitatice 
(That finally J dare conclude of the, 

Where euer thou comeſt thy felowochyp mẽ lle. 


Whan glad pouert gan plainly vnderſtand 
The rebukes rehearced of Foꝛtune, 

The rude reaſons that che tokeon hande 
Whiche frowardly to her the did entune, 

As Pouert were a retuſe in commuue, 

By the repꝛeues that Foꝛtune on her layde, 
Foz whiche pouerte, repliyed agapne t ſaide. 


Foꝛtune( quod che ) touching this debate 

- Whiche of malice thou doeſt againe me take, 
Be well certaine touching my poze eſtate, 
J of frewyll thy fauour haue fozlake, 
And though folke (aye thou maieſt men ryche 
Pet had J leuer be poze wgladnes, (make 
Than with trouble poſſede great riches 


Foꝛ though thou ſeme benigne a debonapze 
By a maner counterfaite apparence, 
Fatte and well fedde w rounde chekes fayze, 
With many colours of trouth as in pꝛetence, 
As therof fayth were very exiſtence, 
But vnder all thy floures of freſheneg, 


The thirde boke . — 
Che ſerpent glydeth of chaunge a doubleneg 


And though thy clothing be of purple hewe, 
Dith great awaytyng ot many chambererg, 
Df golde and perle eche day chaunged newe, 
Clothe ok golde and ſundzy frech attires, 
And in thine houcholde full many officers, 
Pet I dare well put in icoparty 


With thejto pleate and holde champarty, 


Thus glad pouert gan waxe impoztune, 
Ok chere contrary of loke and of langage, 


Agapne this ladye whiche called is Foꝛtune: 


That of diſdayne che fill into a rage, 
Beholde quod ſhe of pouerte the courage 
In wzetchednes ſtandyng diſconſolate, 
How agayne me che is now obſtinate : 


She tan not (e how the ſtant outraped 
Farre from the fauour of my felicitie, 
Pet of pꝛide che is not diſmayed 

Non liſt not bowe foz to obey me, 
Though che be caſt in mendicite: 
Tartheſt abacke J do you well aſſure, 
In miſcheke let of anp creature, 


But truely pouerte foꝛ all thi truaundiſe 
Maugry thy pꝛide and thine outrage 
I Gall the puniche in full cruell wiſe, 
To make the loute vnder my ſeruage, 
Whiche relembleſt a deadly pmage 
That were newe riſen out ofhis graue, 
Ind yet of pꝛyde dareſt ayenſt me raue. 


But whan Foztune had theſe woꝛdes ſayde, 
Glad pouerte gan fall in great gladnes, 
And agayne Foꝛtune with a lodayne bꝛapde, 
She gan her conceit out che we and expꝛeſſe: 
Foztune(quod che) though thou be a goddeſſe 
Called of foles yet learne this of me, 

From thy ſeruage J ſtande at libertie. 


But it I Gall algates haue ado 


With the in armes moſte cruell # bengeable, 


Touching the qua rell þ is atwene vs two, 
There is one thinge to me right comfoztable, 
That thy courage is flikeryng and vnſtable, 


And where an harte is in him ſelfe deuided, 


Uictozy in armes foꝛ him is not pꝛouided. 


Me liſt nether flatter the noz fage, 
Noz the to anoynt by adulacion, 
Though flattery and fayned falſe langage 
Ippꝛopꝛed be to thy condiclonz 


Ind 


Fee 


81. ln a » 


ol John Bochas. © 


Tat. lx vi. 
nd in diſpite of thy pꝛelumption, And ſtraytneg into houcholde take 
I haue fozſake of my fre voluntie - Ind nygardchyp exileth gentilnes, 


Ill thetreaſures of wozldly vanitie. 


COhylom'J was as thou haſt deuiſed 
Seruaunt to the, and vnto thy treaſours, 
Butfrb thy daunger now p Jam fraũchiled 
Seking of the nether foꝛ helpe nozfuccours, 
Manacekynges and inightyemperours, 
Foz glad pouerte late neither ſone 
Wich thy riches hath nothing to done. 
though thou haue embzaced in thy cheine 
ade p2inces and goodes tranſitozye, 
Ind ryche marchauntes vnder thy demeyne, 
peueſt to knighthode conqueſt and victozy, 
The fadyng palme ol laude and vaynglozy: 
But whan echone thy fauour haue recured, 
Thi is glad pouerte fre kto thy lure aſſured, 


All thy leruauntes ſtande vnder dꝛede, 
Quakyng foz feare ot thy doublenes, 

Foz neither wiſdome,fozce,noz manhede, 
Fcedome,bountie,loue, noꝛ gentilnes, | 
May in thy fauour haue no ſykerneſle, 

They be lo polled w windes in thy barge: 
Wyere as glad pouert goth fre at his large. 


Thy manacyng dothe me no durelle, 
Whiche wozldly pꝛinces dꝛeden enerychone, 
They may well quake foz loſſe of riches, 
But J glad pouerte therof deſire none: 

3s flow #ebbe all woꝛldly things muſt gone, 
Foz after floudes of Foztunes tide, 

The ebbe foloweth and will no man abide, 


Flowe and ebbe to me both aliche, 

J dꝛede nothing thy mutabilitee: | 
Make whs thou liſt either poje o2 ryche 

Foz J nothing will require of the, | 
Nether loꝛdſhip noz great pꝛolperitie, 

Foz with thy gyftes who that hath to done, 
Of chaunges bꝛaydeth ofter then the Mone. 


Out ok pouerte came firſt thele emperours 
That were in Rome crowned with laurere, 
Fredom and larges made them firſt victours 
Cauſyng their fame to thine bꝛight and clere, 
(Till conetile bꝛought them in daungere: 
Whan they offoly in their moſt excellence 
To thy donblenes did reuerence, 


Foz whan fredome a p2yncedothe koꝛla 
Ind couetile put awape largeſſe, n 


Than is withdꝛawe from their hye nobleſſe 


Che peoples hart, and playnely to deuiſe 


Ok their leruauntes farewel al good ſernice. 


All ſuche ſvdayne thaunges in commune, 


In this wozlde vſed now fro day to daye, 
Echone they tome by fraude of falle foꝛtune, 
Experience hath put at aſſay: 


Loue,trouth,and fayth,be gone farre away, 


Ind if that truſt with pꝛynces will not tary, 
Little maruaylethough the people bary. 


. 
Foz thzough thy thaũges of fraudulet faire- 
There is now vled in euery region (nes 
Glad chere outchewed w conert doublenes, 
Under the curtayne of ſimulation: 
Solecrete is now adulation. 

That in this woꝛlde map be no lurete, 

But it it reſt in glad pouerte. 


of thy perillous fro warde variaunce 
bog 5 me, RS 
02 all typ rrendW@yp cõcludeth td miſchacice; 
With ſodayne milchefe of mutabilitie: ” 


LOhich yeueth me hart to haue ado with the, 


Foz ſuffiſaunce in my poze eſtate, 
Shal to thy chaũges (ay (odainly chekmate, 


Foꝛtune with anger almoſt diſpayꝛed 
Ofthele woꝛdes toke full great greuaunce: 


Pouert (quod ſhe) which maiſt not be apapꝛed 


But J now ſqhew agapne the my puiſſaunee 
Men would little accompt mp lubſtaunte, 
O mighty pouerte, O ſtronge Hercules, 
Which againlt me putteſt thy leife in pꝛeeg. 


Suppoſeſt thou it chould the auaple, 


Other by koꝛte oz by hardines 

To haue ado wyth me in battayle,” 
Whiche am ot conqueſt # of hygh pꝛowes, 
In armes called lady and pzynces: 

Foz there is none ſo myghty conqueroure 
That may pzeuayle without my fanour, 


Of thele woꝛdes pouerte nothyng aferde, 
Anlwerde agayne thus playnly in ſentence: 
Though J ne haue ſpere, chelde, noꝛ werde, 
Noz choſen atmure to ſtande at defence, 
Pollax noꝛ dagger, to make reſiſtence, 
But bare and naked, anone it chalbe ſeyne 
It᷑ thou w we dareſt wꝛaſtle on the pleyne. 
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Whiche chal be done vnder condition 
That none of vs hall him leite withdzawe, 
But ſtyll abide ofentencion | 

Till he that vaiquiGheth oꝛdeined hath a law 
Such as himltketh againſt his felawe: 

The whiche lawe Call not be delayed 


To be accompliſhed on him that is outrayed, 


Of whoſe wozdes Foztune again gan ſmile, 
That pouert pꝛofered lo pzoudly to aſſapyle, 
And vpon this the ſtynt a little whyle, 

And to pouert he put this oppolaple. 
Whothallcquod Ge)be iudge of this battaile, 
Oꝛ yeue dome iuſtly atwene vs twayne, 

Ok this quareli that we ſhall darayne: 


J alte alſo another queſtion, 
Touchyng thy pꝛofer of furious outrage: 
Where as thou putteſt a condicion 


Where (halt thou fynde pledges oz hoſtage, 


To kepe the pꝛomiſe which thou doeſt oꝛdain 


Therof to abide the guerdon oz the payne 


I meane as thus ifthere be let a lawe 

At wene vs two, oꝛ a condicion 

By ſurety whiche may not be withdzawe, 
As vnder bonde oz obligation: 

But there is neither lawe noz reaſon 
Map bynde a begger if it be well ſought, 
Whan it is pꝛoued phe hath right nought. 


The ſecte of pouerte hath a protection 
From all ſtatutes to go at libertie, 
And krom all lawe a playne exception: 
Than foloweth it if thou bynde the 
To any lawe that may contriued be, 
It were fraude playnely to endite, 

hich halt right nought thy party to acquite 


Thou art lo feble if Þ cametherto 


Chat thou were bꝛought vnto btteraunce, 
Foz no power whan that all were do 
Thou choulde fayle to make thy finaunce, 
Bothe deſtitute of good and ofſubſtaunce: 


And ſithe no lawe now thy perſon may coart, 
It were foly with luche one to ieoparte. 


It I woulde compulle the to w2acke, 
To aſke of the treaſure of kyng Dary, 


On that party thou ſtandeſt farre abacke, 


My payment fo longe choulde tarye 
Indigence would the to vary: 
Ind if J woulde thy perſon eke compare 


Sith J haue pledges nether one noz twayng 
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To Alyſaunder, thy ſydes ben full bare; 


And finally thou ſtandeſt in ſuche taas 
Ok miſery, wꝛetchednes, and nede, ; 
That thou mightelt ofreaſon (ynge alas, 
Bothe fozſakeof frendchyp and kynrede, 
And there is none dare pledge the foz dzede; 
pet like a fole ſuppꝛiſed with vaynglozy, _ 
Yopelt of me to wynne the vector. 


Nuod glad pouerte J doubt neuer adele 
That the byctozy hall paſſe on my ſide, 
1 and hoſtages let them go, farewele, 
aſtze no moze of all thy great pzyde, 

But to thende that thou wplt abyde, 
Pledge thy fayth, albe that ſome men ſayth, 
To truſt in foztune there is full little fayth. 


And foꝛ my part in this hye empꝛile 


More lure hoſtage can J not deuiſe: 
But if ſo be the victozy thou attayne, 
Than yelde J my body bound in a chapne, 
erpetuallp, like the condicion 
th the to abyde fettred in pzyſon, 


Than Foztune laught moze the che did afoze 
Wyan che ſaw Pouerte ſo pzeſumptuoug, 

In his ata all to ragged and to toze, 

And had neither rent, lande, ne houſe: 

It is (quod ſhe) a thing contraryoug 

Unto nature, who that can aduert, 

To a begger to haue a ſturdy hart. 


Ind if I the vainquiched in battayle, 

It were to me no woꝛchyp noz aduauntage, 
What ould thy body vnto me auayle 

The to enpꝛyſon ſtraytly in a cage: 

It chould be a charge and a coſtage 

Thine empty wombe eche day to kyll, | 
If thou mighteſt haue vytaple at thy wyll, 


And if J would my ſelfe to magnify, 
Token of tryumphe after my chare thelede, 
Men would deme it a maner mockery, 

And ſayin ſcoꝛʒne take of that fole good hede, 
How che a begger hath ouercome in dede, 
Fought with her foz to encreaſe her name, 
Which cõqueſt turneth to dilclaũder a ſhame. 


Pet whan J haue bꝛought the to bttraunce, 
My power ſchadowed and my great might, 
And thine outrage oppzeſſed by vengeaunce, 
Alter all this as it is ſkpll and ryght, Jt 


Jt halbe couthe in enery mans lyght, 
Put declared the great difference, 
Atwene thy feblenes a mp great excellence. 


Than to repzeſſe thy ſurquedy at ones, 
Cruel Oxchus the tydogge infernall, 
Shall tende thy ſkinne aſunder krõ the bones 
To ſhew mp power whiche is imperial: 
And to declare in eſpectall - 

Pouerte reclaymed vnto pꝛydes lure, 

With me to plete may no whyle endure, 


And ſodenly oz glad pouerte toke hede, 
Foꝛtune pꝛoudlp firſt began taſſayle, 

And vnwarely hent her by the hede, 
Demyng of pꝛide 5 ſhe may nat kaple, 
Thzugy her power to vequith this bataile: 
But it may fall, a dwerye in his right, 

To outray a gyaunt fozall his gret might. 


God taketh none hede to power noz ſtregth, 
To highe eſtate, noz to high nobleſſe, 

To iquare limes foꝛged on bzede oz length, 
But to quarels groũded on righ twiſneſſe: 
Foꝛ out of wzonge may growd no pꝛoweſſe, 
Foꝛ where that trouth holdeth champartp, 
God wyll his cauſe by grace magnify, 


LOherfoze pouerte ſtronge in her entent, 
Light, and delyuer,voyde of all fatneſſe, 
Right well bꝛethed, a nothing cozpulent, 
Small of dyette,ſurfettes to repꝛeſſe, 
Igayne foꝛtune pzoudly gan her dzeſſe: 
And with an vgly ſterne cruell face, 
Gan in armes her pꝛoudly to enbꝛace. 


Pouert was ſlender # might well endure, 
Foꝛtune was roũde, choꝛt of wynde,#bzeth: 
And wombes great oppꝛeſſed boith armure, 
Foꝛ lacke of wynde the great ſtuffe the fleth, 
And many a man bꝛingeth to his dethe: 

Fo: ouermoche of anp maner thing, 

Yath many one bzought to his vndoyng, 


A meane is beſt with good gouernaũte, 
Tomoche is nought, noz ouer great plente, 
Gretter rycheſſe is founde in ſuffyſaunce, 
Than in the flodes of luperſtu pte: 
And who is content in his pouerte, 

And grutcheth nat foz bytter noꝛ foz ſote, 
What euer he be hath foztune vnder fote, 


Couetyſe put hym in no diſpayze | 
Wherfoze pouerte in herte glad and lyght, 
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Lyft foztune full hygh bp in the eyꝛe, 

And her conſtrayned of very foꝛte # myght: 
Foꝛ glad pouerte of cuſtome and of right, 
Whan any iroudle agayne her dothe be gyn, 
Ape of Foztune the laurer che dothe wyn. 


Maugre Foꝛtune in the eyze a lokte, 
Conſtrayned ſhe was by wylfull pouerte, 
(That to the earthe her fall was full vnſofte: 
Foz of pouert the bony charpe kne, 
Slendze, and longe, e leane vpon to ſe 

Yyt foztune with lo great a myght. 

Agapne 5 hert, che myght nat ſtand vpryght. 


To lignify that pouerte with gladneſſe, 
Which is content with (mail poſſeſſion, 
And geuyth no fozce of treaſour noz richeſſe, 
Yath ouer foztune the domination, 


Ind kepeth her euer vnder ſubiection: 


Where wozldly folke w their rych aparaile, 
Lyue euer in dꝛed leſt foztune wolde fayle. 


The pooze man afoze the thefe dothe ſynge, 
Under ß wodes with frech notes chzyll, 

The ryche man full fearfull ofrobbyng 
Nuakyng foz dꝛede rydeth fozthe full ſtyll: 
The pooze at large goth wher he liſt-at wyll, 
Strongly fratichyſed frõ all debate & ſtryfe, 
The ryche aferde alway to loſe his lyfe. 


Thus glad pouerte hath the palme ywonne, 


- Foztune outrayed foz all her doubleneſſe, 


Upon whome pouerte in haſte is ronne, 
And ſtrayned her wyth ſo great dureſſe, 
Tyll che confeſſed a playnly dyd expzeſſe, 
with faythe # hande in all her great payne, 


To abyde what lawe pouerte lyſt ozdayne, 


/ 
And in haſte after this diſcomfyture, _ 
Foꝛtune began to complapne loze, 
But glad pouert which al thing might indure 
Charged foztune ſcoꝛne her no moꝛe: 
Foz it was ſayd ſythe go full yoze, 

e that reiopleth to ſcoꝛne folke in bayne, 

Iban he is lotheſt, Mall ſcoꝛned be agayne. 


Pet quoth pouert though thou were diſpitous 
Wozdes reherſyng whyche were nat fayze, 
Straunge rebukes full contrartous, 
And repꝛeues many thouſande payze, 

Thou Galt me fynde againwardedebonaire: 


Foz though a tong be ſlaundzous # vegeable, 


To llaunder againe, is nothing comendable. 
M. iti. Thou 
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Thou muſt conſidze touchyng oure bataple, 


The oꝛdinaunte and impolycion 

That whiche of vs in conqueſt do pꝛeuaple 
To bꝛinge his felowe to ſubiection: i 
He ſhall obey the ſtatute ot reaſon, 

And accomplyſhhe of very due det, 


What lawe the victoure lyſt vpon hym ſet. | 


Fo2 whiche thou ſhalt the ſapd lawe obey, 


Wyth circumſtaunces of the condicion, 


By me 02dayned, and nothynge agapne ſap: 
enoz replycation, 


Ok them that ſayne all wozldly auenture 
Of good and bad, abyde vnder thy cute, 


Some poetes and phyloſophers alſo, 
Wold in this caſe make the a goddeſſe: 
Which be dilceiued J dare ſay both two, 
And their errour and foly to red2eſle, 

J ſhall withdzawe in very ſykerneſle, 
Unhappy auentare away fro thy power, 
That Ge no moze land in thy daunger. 


This lawe of newe vpon the J make, 

That firſt thou ſhalt al open inſome plepne, 
Juell auenture bynde to a lake, p 
Oz to ſome pyller where the map be leyne: 
To ſhewe example to folke in certeine 

That no man {hal loſe het ne diſcharge, 
But luch as lyſt with her to go at large. 


Herok to make a declaration, 

Touching thy might of puell auenture, 
Thou ſhalt ſoꝛgo the dominacion, 

To hyndze and harme any creature, 

But only foles which in thy might aſſure: 
They of their foly may fele great domage, 
Nat of thy power, but ok their own outrage, 


Foz thylke foles which that liſt vnbinde 
(This wꝛetch called vnhappy auenture, 

Of wyt and reaſon they make the ſelfblinde, 
Like as the woꝛld ſtode in foztunes cur 


As though che might aſſure them &@ valare: 


And them diſpoſe to welthe oz wꝛetchednelſe, 
In their errour calling her a goddeſſe, 


Such wilkul wzetchesthat them (elf betake, 
To put their fredom in her lubiection, 
Ok god aboue the power they foꝛſake, 
And ſubmitte them agapne all reaſon, 
Under koztunes trauſmutacion: 
Their lyberte full falfly foz to thzall, 


Namely whan they a goddelſe lyſt her cal, 


With a derke myſt of variation, 
Foꝛtune hath clouded t heir natural lyghe, 
And ouerſhadowed their dilcretion, 
That they be blent in their inward ſyghr, 
Foz to coniydꝛe and behold a ryght;: - 
Howe god aboue put vnder mannes cure, 


Fre chopte of good his reaſon to aſſute. 


The loꝛd enlumined of his boũtuous larges, 


With minde and wyt his memozyall, 


Toward all vertue his ſteppes foz to dzeſſe; 
Endued his reaſon-foz to be naturall, 


- Of krowardeneſſe tyli he waxe beſtyall: 


To bynde him lelfe contrarioufly in dede, 
To ſexue foztune,atwene hope and dꝛede. 


Chus beſtpall folbe made her a goddelle, 


Fallly wening che might them moſt auaple, 


Wyth her plentyes ot habundaunt rycheſſe: 
And ſome deme in their {uppoſayle, | 
W vnware chatiige che dare the great aſſayle, 
Whole truſt alwaye medled is with trouble, 
Ind her plelaunce includeth mening double. 


And ſome affyzme that he may auaunce 
Conqueſtes great and diſcomfytures, | 
And howe it iyeth alſo in her putſſaunce 

To fozther and hynder all maner creatures, 
And call her pzinceſſe of al aduentureg, 

The rich to enhaunce by royal apparaple, 
And by dildayne to hinder the poꝛaple. 


when che maketh moſt fulſome her pzofers, 
Yer blandiſching is farced with falſhede: 
whan her riches ben ſtuffed vp in cofers, 
They ben ape ſhet vnder a locke of dzede. 
LOyerfoze pe rich of one thyng take hede, 
As your gathering came in wyth pleſaunce, 
Right lo your loſſe departeth w milchaunce, 


Pour gredy thurſt trea ſour to multiply 
Cauleth an etykeofno ſuffilaunte: 
1 vou engendzing a falſe dꝛopſpe, 5 
ith a ſharp hunger of wozldly abundaunce 
aking of you a maner reſemblaunce 
th Tantalus, whan pe do depeſt ſynke, 
Thi ts your nature moſt thzuſtlew to d2zink 


who clymbeth higheſt on foztunes whele, 
And lodainly to rycheſſe dothe aſcende, 
An vnware turne afoze (ene neuer a dele, 


Whan he leeſt weneth maketh him nr 
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Fro luche chaunges who may hym defende, 
But they that be wyth pouerte nat dilmaide, 
And can with lytell holde them ſelfe apayde, 
The firſte Chapiter. 
¶ BDowe kyng Hoſtilius wozGyppyng 
falſe goddes was conſumpt 
with firy leuyn. 
VN Pyle Bochas gan muſe in thys 


N 


| l A matter, 
W.. |Conſpdzed fyzit all wozldlythynge 
[AW\=Ymuſte fayle, 1 
Wyth wepyng eyen there dyd apere 
P2ynces þ whylom were famous in Jtayle, 
Whiche gan their fall full pitouſly bewaple: 
Fo2 moze contrarye was their falling lowe, 
Chat they tofoze had no miſchefke knowe, 


Foz moꝛe bncouth is thylke aduerſyte 
Namely to pꝛinces whan it is ſodapne, 
Which euer haue liued in pꝛolperite, 
Hauyng on Foztune no mater to complaine, 
Than of a w2etche that lyuith aye in payne: 
Ofcuſtome cauſeth concepued the ſentence, 
Ok iop and ſozowe a full great difference. 


Ok toy paſſed the newe remembzaunce 
LOhan folke ben fall from theyr felicite, 
Jn treble wile it dothe them great greuaũce: 
The vnware turne from theyz tranquilpte, 
The vnlure truſt and mutabilyte | 
In woꝛldly power whiche they haue founde, 
Unto their hertes yeueth a greuous wounde. 


But to a wꝛetche whiche in wzetchydneſſe 
Path euer lined,# neuer was partable 

Ok no welfare noz of wyelfulneſſe, 

Noꝛ neuer found Foztune fauorable, 

His loꝛowe his myſchefe ben ſo coſtomable, 
That ofhys papnes longe continuaunce 
Dothe to his greues a maner allegeaunce. 


But to Pꝛintes whiche ſate ſo high alofte, 

A lodapne fall is moſte contrarpous, 

Ind their dilendynge wel the moꝛe bnlofte, 
In their tryumphes 5 they were glozious, 
Reccozde 7 take of kynge Hoſtylius, 

Which in Rome from his royall ſtall, 
Whan ye late crowned, moſte ſodenly is fall, 


Itisremembzedofold and nat of newe, 
Ok all Rome that he was loꝛde and ſyꝛe, 
The kirſte of kynges þ weared purple hewe, 
And of that Citye gouerned the empyꝛe: 


Had of Foꝛtune all that hym lyſte belege, 


Tyll that he fyll in all his regaly; 
In to a krowarde deedly malady. 
Ind ol his paynes to fynde alleyeaunte, 


To the temples he went on pyigrymage: 
His offeryng made with deuoute obeylaunce, 


LOherby ſomdele his paynes dyd alwage, 


And he was refſtozed of coꝛage, 
Felt hym ſelfe that he dyd amend, 
To comon pzofyte agayne he gan entende. 


Upon the Flbaynes reignyng in hys gloꝛp, 
To great anayleof Rome the cytie, Ctory: 
Th2oughe hys Knighthode he had a gret vic⸗ 
After the whiche by full great cruelte; 

He berafte them fraunchyſe and lyberte, 
And made the after thzugh his high renoune, 
To be to Rome binder lubiectyon. 


After hys conqueſt the ſtoꝛp doeth deniſe, 
In hys nobleſſe full ſtately and ropall, 
He gan make a ryche ſacrifyſe 

To queme and pleaſe foz a memoziall, 
Akter the rightes ceremoniall, 

To Jupiter, by full great reuerence, 
Afoze his auters wyth fyzes and encence. 


But foꝛ that he in hys in ward intent 

By epꝛcumſtaunces of his oblacyon | 
Was recheleſſe founde,and alſo neglygent, 
By ſome frowarde falſe affection, 
The goddes caught an indignacion: 

And lodaynly diſcendyng from the heauin, 
He was conſumpt with a firy leuin, 


Dys falſe goddes might hym nat auayle, 
Jupiter, Saturnus, Mars, noz Uenus, 

Let all chryſten defye luche raſkaple, 

Foz to our faythe they be contraxious: 

And among godds a thyng moſt outragious 
Is whan that pꝛynces blent in their foly, 
Lyſt erthly thynges fallly deify, 


Foz vnto God is hatefull and odyble 
A withdzawpyng ok his reuerence, 


To magnifp thynges cozruptible 


with vndue honour , with falſe concupiſcẽte: 
LOherfoze pe pꝛices beware, of high pzudece, 
Leſt god bn warely punyche your nobleſſe, 
Make you in erth no falſe God noz goddeg. 
| C The ſecond Chapiter, |; 
CYHowe Inchus kynge of Rome was 
murdꝛed by Lucinyo by the 
aſſent ofhis wyke, 


Tat. li bui. 


The thizde boke 


CHowe Anchus kyng of Rome was 
mur dꝛed by Lucinto by the al⸗ 
ſent of his wife. 


=== Hynke on Anchus kyage of Rome 


x Þ © | touUne, | 
Vyyche was ſo noble chynynge in 

: — glozye, 

Weared a crown, ful famous of renoun, 

Next Hoſtilius as put is in memoꝛp, 

Wan the palme of many a great victozy: 

But fot al that with a ful charpe knyfe, 

He murdzed was by aſſentyng of his wike. 


He loued her beſt aboue eche creature, 
Conſidꝛed not her ſtatery noꝛ falſneſſe, 

Her double meaning vader couerture, 
Falſly blent this pꝛinces wozthyneſle, 

To robbe g treue him of his great richeſſe 
Was her labour, with countei fete pleaſaunce, 
In ber entent to bzing hym to milchaunce. 


This Anchus had a great affection 
Unto his goddes to make ſacrifyſes, 


Ind to augment the religion 


Of paganylme, made in ſond2zy wyſes, 
Thꝛough his manhode x circũſpect deupſes, 
Upon Latines rebel to his citye, 

Foz comon pzofyt he made a great armye, 


One oktheir cities called Polotoꝛy⸗ 


He knightly wan maugre al their myght: 


And whan he had of them ful victozy, 

He abode no lenger, but anone foꝛth ryght 
Made al the people in euery mannes lyght, 
Is pꝛiloners, thys romapne —— 
B20ugyt akoze hym boũde in to the toun. 


Eke as J fynde this Inchus nolde ceaſe 

Foz comon pꝛokyte in his affection, 

Their teritozics to augment and encrece, 

In al the countreis about enupꝛon, 
Towarde ß riuer where Tiber renneth doun 
At the which place he let edifye | 
A ful ſtronge citie, which called is Oſtye. 


But not withſtanding al his wozthyneſſe, 
Ye was depꝛiued, the ſtozy telleth ſo, 

Ok his kyngdome and his great richeſſe, 
By a fozaine, called Lucinio: 

Dis wife Tarquild aſſented was therto, 
By whole outrage and gredy couetyſe, 
Inchus was murdzed in fall cruel wyſe. 


Che. iii. Chapiter. 


v owe Lucinto that murdꝛed Zuchus 
was after murdzed. 


pus fro the whele of foztune he is fall, 
Lucinio in Rome is crovned kyng: 
And the Komapyns after dyd hym cal 

Tarquin the olde,by recoꝛde of wzityng. 

Which hath atayned by fraudulent wozkyng, 

And by his ſubtyli foꝛged eloquence, 

Unto the ſtate of royall excellence. 


He fyꝛſt oꝛdayned in his eſtate roiall, 
Turneps, iuſtes, in Caſtels and citieg, 
And other playes called marcial, 

With many famous great ſolempnitees, 
Seſſions foz ſtates and degrees: 
This Tarquin eke was fyꝛſt þ did his payne 
In open ſtretes, tauernes to ozdayne, 


Eke to pzelerue his citpe out of doute 

Ik their enempes lyſt them to aſſaile, 

He was the fyꝛſt that walled Rome about, 
With mighty toutes vnlykelp foz to fayle: 
Ind had aiſo many a ſtrong batayle 
With Sabpnes, in their rebellion, 

And made them ſubiect vnto Rome toun, 


But foz he was aſſented to depꝛiue 
Wozthy Fnchus from his eſtate ropal, 

Ind after that toke Tanquylds vnto wpue, 
Which ſlough her loꝛde by treaſon moꝛtal, 
God would of right that he Gould haue a fal 
The lozd wyl not, which euery thinge maple, 
Duffre murdze long to be ſecre. 


Foz Lucinio foꝛ his great offence 
Touchynge the murdꝛe of kyng Xnchug, 
Pllayne was by ſodayne vyolence, 

Ok two cheperdes, the ſtozy telleth thug, 
Which of entent were contrarious 


Atwene them ſelfe by a fayned ſtriſe, 
To fynde a wap toreue hym ofhys life, 


Fo2 while the kyng ſate in ingement 
Upon their quarel foz to do tuſtiſle, 
Full ſodaynly they being of aſſent, 
Fill vpon him in full cruell wile. 

And with an axe the ſtozy doth deuiſe, 
One of them oz any man toke hede, 
On two parties rote the kynges heed, 


This thing was done by the pꝛocuryng of 


Of two chyldze, ſonnes to Anchug, 
Whyche were exyled by falſe compaſſyng 
Of Lucinio, agapne them moſte yꝛous, 
To hym their pzeſence was (o odyous: 
But they Cope tho they were out of lyght, 
[Theyz fathers deth to auenge if they might 


Foz ok nature blode wyll auenged be, 

To recompence the wong of his kyntede: 
In thys chapter lyke as ye may ſe, 
Blodched foz blode thus bothe dyd blede, 
By whyche example let pꝛynces take hede 
Howe murdze done foz ſupplantacion, 
Kequireth vengeaunce foz his guerdon. 


Tenuope.: 


I Dys tragedie by clere inſpection 

N Openly declareth in ſubſtaunce, 

Howe ſlaughter of pzices cauſeth ſub⸗ 

uercyon 
Ofrealmes, cyties put out of oꝛdynaunce, 
Ofmortall were longe contynuaunce, | 
Blode by ſupplating ſhed of kinges twapne, 
By exãple hewed falle murdze to reſtrayne, 


The fyne declaringe of murdze & falſe treſon, 
The dede hoꝛryble cryeth aye vengeaunce, 
To god aboue to caſte hys eyendoune, 


To puniche thys linne thꝛogh his puiſſaunce: 


Ton it is mother of myſchefe and miſchaunce, 
Wherfoꝛe ye pꝛynces do ſome lawe ozdayne 
Within your boundes thze vyces to reſtraine. 


The vyce of (claundze, murdze , and poyſon, 
Wyere euer theſe thzehaue acquayntaunce, 
They bꝛyng in ſoꝛowe and deſolacyon: 
Put at a pꝛefe by newe remembzanuce, 
Ok falchede v(ed vnder fayze countenaunce, 
IWherfoze ve pꝛyntes do your buſy payne, 
Within your boũdes thele vyces to reſtrapne. 


God dekende thrs noble regyon, 

With theſe thze vyces to haue alyaunce, 

Foz ſlaundꝛe firſte deuourethhygh renoun, 
And lieeth good fame thꝛughe kalle daliaunce, 
Harme done, to late foloweth repentaunce, 
LOherfoze ye pꝛinces do a lawe oꝛdayne, (ne 
To puniſhj their malice fals tõges to reſtrap- 


Sod hath ok murdze abhominacyon, 

Ind falſe poyſon dothe to hym dilplelaunce, 
There is no payne in comparyſon | 
Condygne tomurdze,payſedin balaunce: 


| 


of John Wothas 


Wherfoze ye princes make an ozdynanice 
Within your boundes of ſome pꝛeuy payne, 
By due puniſhing falſe murdze to reftrayi;c, 


O noble pꝛynces pꝛouyde of reaſon 

Igayne theſe vyces to make puruepaunte, 
Ok rygour ſhewe due execucion, 

With your labour and hertely inſtaunce, 

Let deth be guerdon foz their fynali penaũce: 
To warne other by coltratat of their payne, 
Fr6 thele.iti, vices their cozages to reſtrayne. 


Che. illi. Chapiter. 
CYowe foz the offence done to Lucrcce 
by Tarqupn, was neuer after 
crowned kyng in Rome, 


Ouching this Tarquin of wh J told 
As myne auctour maketh mencion, 
e called was Tarquinius the ov, 
hyche longe in Rome had domina 
Tyll hys kpnrede and generacyon 
Foz the offence done vnto Lucrece, 
Cauſed of kynges the names to cece, 


Fo! his ſonne which after dyd ſuccede, 
Foz his outrages and his extozcions, 
And foz many an other cruell dede, 
Foz hys hatetuli vlurpacions, 


on: 


Hys frowarde lyfe and falſe condytions, 


Among the peo ple bothe ſtyll and loude, 
He called was Tarquinius the pꝛoude. 


Full obſtinat he was in his entent, 
IAmbicious taccroche great rycheſſe: 

Tyll that foztune wexed impactent 
Agaynſt hym, in all his great nobleſſe, 

Gan her ſnares and her crokes dꝛeſſe, 
Thought che woulde but he kept hym wele, 
All ſodaynlie caſt him from her whele. 


A ſonne he had full bycions as J fynde, 
To all vertue moſte contrarious: 

To be froward it tame to hym by kynde, . 
And of nature pꝛoude and diſpitous, 
Igayne the people fell and malycioug, 
Nat loued but dꝛed, foꝛ tyzany ot ryght 
Is thyng moſt hated in the peoples ſyght. 


Thys pꝛoude Tarquin 5 ſtoꝛy is well couth, 
Agayne Lucrece dyd a great outrage: 

Oppzeſled her beuty in his vnbzidled youth, 
Der trouth aſſaylyng in a furious rage. 
Foz which hys father and hys lynage 4 
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Expled were, and foz this hatefull thynge 


Tyer was neuer attet in Rome crowned kig, 


Her body cozrupt che clene of hert a thought, 
By foꝛce allapled was her innocence: 
Oppꝛeſſed her beaute, but her ſpirite nought, 
Her chaſte wyll dyd none offence, 

But entred is in to her conſcience | 

A greate remozſe,foz all her wpfely trouth, 
To le her lelfe, whych was to great a routh. 


Ind foꝛ that Bochas remembzeth pyteouſlye 
Her deedly ſozowe and lamentacion, 
Waite her complaynt in oꝛdꝛe ceryouſlye, 
Whyche that che made foz her oppꝛeſſion: 

J folowe muſte and make mencion, 

After myne auctor percell reherſyng, 
Touchyng her woꝛdes layd in her dyinge, 


Albe it ſo by byddyng ol my loꝛde, 

Keherced haue in my tranflacion 

After Pierms here and there a wozde, 

Of a full dolefull declamacion, 

By hym remembzed of entencion, 

Foz her lake men myght ſe and rede 

What wyfely trouth was in her womanhed, 


And John Bochas lyſt nat ſet aſyde 

But that he would reherſe in ſentence, 

Her wofull complaynt , and therupon abyde, 
Ofw2onges done to her innocence: | 
And though J can nat folowe his cloquece, 
I Qall (ne the trouth ofreherſyng, 

Is in ſubſtaunce theffect ot his wzityng, 


CY Ye mozowenert after thys foule dede, 
8 Lucrece vp roſe wa full deadly chere, 
Out of her face gone was all the rede, 
Ind darked were her heauenlp eyen clere: 
All clad in blake after the maner, 
Ok thylke folke whyche in eſpeciall, 
Be wonte to go to feaſtes funerall. 


All her frendes beyng tn pzeſence 

Hulbande,Father, with other eke alſo, 
By and by reherſynge in ſentence 

The cyzcumſtaunces of her hartely wo, 

Ind oz that J any further go | 

Under hope my Lozde wyll me ſuppozte, 

What that he (ayd J wyll to you repozte. 


The. v. Chapiter. 
C The greuous complaput of Lft- 
crece vpon her oppꝛeſſion. 


The thizde boke 


Am by the lawe ioyned in marpage, 

To the mi loꝛd whole loue Gal ate en- 
Towardes the, w all the ſurplulage ccreaſe 
Df wykely trouth, to endure all myne age 
As humble ſubiect w fapthfull obeyſaunce, 
Under thx lozdlhyp a thy gouernaunce, 


O Collatyn my Lozde and true huſbande, 
Belt beloued,of hole affeccyon, 

IJ wyll no moze no quarell take on hande 
Noz in no wyle take none accion, 

Without that thou lyſte enclyne doune 
Goodly thyne eares to yeue me audyence, 
To that J hall reherce in thy pzeſence, 


Iniury done oꝛ any maner wꝛonge 

Igayne my woꝛzchyp oz myne honeſte, 

By thelawe my ſentence is made ſtronge, 

It toucheth you alſo wele as me, 

J am ſo holy polden vnto the, | 
Thou art my heed who cleriy can diſcerne, 
Loꝛde and hulbande my body to gouerne, 


Parciall cauſes in ſothe there may none be 
Atwene vs twapne noꝛ no diſſeueraunce, 
Foz ſote and bytter, ioy and aduerſyte, 

We mult them wap both in one balaunce: 
Counterpapſe our lozowes, ⁊ our pleſaunce, 
Entermedle all thynge that ſtant in doubte, 
Keceyue our Foztune as it commeth aboute, 


CF ann moche (quod Ge) as J Lucrecg 


There may atwen vs be no meaning double; 
But one herte,one wyll, and one cozage, 

And as a woman ß ſtandeth now in trouble, 
Wythout polyſſhyng of any fayze langage, 

IJ muſt diſclole to you the greateoutrage, 
Done vnto me, and playnly it diſcure, 

Whyche to redzeſle lyeth holy in your cure. 


Foz the mater to ſpeake in wozdes playne, 
Aright ouiſerched and the trouth out found, 
As a iuſte caule indifferent to twapne, 
Towarde vs both the quarell doth rebounde: 
And moze ſtrongly your mater foz to groũde, 
Reherſe J wpll ſo that pe ſaufe it vonche, 

I moztall wzonge which ye # me doth touch. 


In a caſtell 2 is Collace, 


Ok which my loꝛde here hath p gouernaunce, 
Tarquyn the ponge came in to that place, 

J tull diſvoare to make purueyaunce, 
Agapne hys commynge, oꝛ any oꝛdinaunce, 
Tofoze nat warned ot his offycers, . 


| 
2 


bt John Bothas 


Sate bnpuruayed amonge my chamberers, 


Ofentent to eſchewe ydelneſſe, 

We late and ſpan wolles ſofte: 

Foz the of vytes is a chefe mayſtreſſe, 
Where che is cheryſſhed and yſet alofte, 
But ofcuſtomeas J haue done full ofte, 
J and my women duly as we ought, 
To auopde llouthe full bulily wzought, 


Dis entryng was meke and debonapze, 
Benygne of pozre,of loke and of vyſage, 
With a pzetenceof many wozdes fayze, 
Jn whoſe meanyng was full great outrage; 
His chere contrary vnto his cozage: 

n thys wyle there he was recepued, 

herby alas J falſiy was diſcepued. 


At pꝛime face, as me thought it due 
J hym recetued at his in commyng, 
 Kole vp mekely, and gan hym to ſalue, 
As apertapned in all maner thyng, 
Unto the lonne of a wozthy kyng: 
And truly Tarquine,foz whiche J lap, alas, 
Me to traych ſtode in the lame caas; 


A kynges ſonne chulde ok duetp, 

Be to women wall and pꝛotection, 
Pꝛelerue and kepe them in all ſurety, 
That no man chulde of no pzeſumpcion 
Do them no wꝛonge noꝛ oppꝛeſſion: 
Rather dye than ſe them ſuffer vnryght, 
Iduertyſinge the offyce ol a knight, 


But contrary to knighthod he hath w2ought; 
By falſe outrage done agaynſt me, 

Wꝛonge wapes and croked meanes ſought, 
Oflawes twapne to bzeakethe liberte: 

Ind to deface the auctozite 

Oflawe Ciuile and naturall alſo, 


Jnmy perſon offendyng bothe twoe, 


Firſt by his ſubtyll compaſſyng . 

He ganeſpy theſtrys ofthe place, 
And whan a bed alone J lay ſlepyng, 
Lyke a lyon, full ſterne of loke and face, 
With his left hande my thzote he dyd enbzaces 
Ind in his other heide agaynealllawe, 
Me to oppꝛeſſe, a naked ſwozde pdꝛawe. 


Thus affoz\yng my wifely chaſtyte, 
Igapne knighthod he dyd this great offence, 
Vylyfe,mp worchrp, put in perplexite, 


Hauing no might to make relyſtente, 
Me manaſyng by deadly violence, 
The one of twayne, to dye in his entent, 
Oz to auoutry falſly to conſent; 


Thus J ſtode lole atwene dethe & diffame; 


957 body coꝛrupte, my ſppꝛite abode clene, 
Myſpouſayle bꝛoken, and my good name 
Foz euer diſclaundzed,Þ whilom Gone chene: 
Puell fame ot tuſtom wyll alway war grene, 
Neuer dye, the people lo them diſpozte,» 
The woꝛſte of thynges gladly to repoztez 


Alas, alas, amonge my ſozowes all 

This one the moſte p dothe my hert agryſe, 

I am nat wozthy that men me Goulde call 
Oz haue the name in no maner wile, | 
Foz the offence whiche ye haue herde deuyſe, 
To be called inthis wꝛetched lyfe, 

Ok Collatyn from henſefozthe the wyfe. 


Myne epne allo be blynded with dertzneſſe, 
Only foz Game tolyfte vp their ſyght. 
Outher their ſtremes oz beame vp dꝛeſſe, 

Ok the clere heuen to loke vpon the lyght: 
Noz J may neuer be ofthe nombze of ryght 
Ok true matrons.amonge them ferre oz nere 
Foztoberekened in their kalendere, 


Let myne iniury, and this moztall cryme 
Be ſo punyſſhed of ryght and equpte, 
Without delay of any lenger tyme, 
(That euer after it may example be 


Thꝛougy all the wozlde, and eke in this cyte, 


Dith ſuche a payne therupon deuyſed, 


Chat all auoutrozs may be therby chaſtyſed. 


And ik it ſeme in pour opinyori 

In this caſe J chulde be vnpure, 

I wyll receyue iuſte punycion, 

And the payne patiently endure: 
fit ſo ſtande that perauenture, 
e deme ok reaſon, that am ſo iuſt and ſtable, 
n this mater that J be culpable, 


Her tale tolde whan they longe had muſed, 
On this complaint in their in ward ſight, - 
Ok trouth erhone they helde her full excuſed, 
Made all beheſt, with all their full myght 
To auẽge her woꝛong, and Lucreceanonright 
Toke a harpe knyfe oz they might aduert, 
Ind roue her ſelte euyn eng the ym , 
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> The complaynt of Bochas vpon the lux⸗ 


ury of pztnces,as by examples of many 
dpuers myſchaunces. 


| Ochas in hert bzennyng hote as kyze, 
Ok very tre and indignacion, 
Igapne tho pꝛinces which in their deſire 


aue fully let their delectacion, 


Their felycite, and their affection, 
To folowe their luſtes of falle lechery, 
Froward (pouſebzeche,and of auoutry, 


De wꝛiteth again them that ſeketh occaſiog, 
Places of luſtes, to haue their libertees, 
Foz to fulfyl their delectacions, 

Ind foꝛ taccõplych their great diſhoneſtees, 
Deupyſe out tauernes in boꝛowes and citees 
Ind litting there among their company, 
Ikter the dede, they boſte of their folp. 


It aug man pyntche at their outrage, 

On them rebuke foz their tranſgreſſions, 
They wyl anſwer w froward falſe langage, 
And foꝛ their party alledge great reaſons 
Fir how it longeth to their condicions 
By right of nature, as it is well couth, 
Frely to vſe lechery in pouthe. 


 Aﬀy2me allo howe lawe of kinde is fre, 


Ind ſo affozce them to ſuſtain their party, 
By cripleofDaud which p toke Berſabe, 
And foz her lake how he ſlough Urie: 

Dyd manſlaughter,and falſe auoutry, 

Fo: them allegyng, agapne right and relöõ, 
Fo: Dalida the luxurye of Sampſon, 


The ſtoꝛy alſo they frowardly apply. 
How foz a woman pꝛudent Salomon 
The loꝛd offendyng did ydolatryz 
And in diffence of their opinion, 


eherſe theſe ſtozies foz their excuſacion 


Ok their errour,therby a pzice to wynne, 
As tokoze God lechery were no linne. 


They not conſydꝛe in their entencion, 

Of thele ſtoꝛies of euery cyꝛtumſtaunce, 
Firſt of kyng Dauid the great contricion: 
Hoꝛ vpon Samſon how god toke vegeatice, 
Firſt how helolt his foꝛce # his purſſafice, 
Fo his offence:they haue not this in minde, 
Noz how both his eyen were made blynde, 


Noz their reaſons they lyſt not to enclyne 
Foꝛ to conceyue in their diſcrecion, | 


The thirde boke 


| 


| 


The lppꝛite of wyldome henenly and diuine, 
Was take away fro pzudent Salamon, 

In chaſtiling foꝛ his tranigreſlion: 

And ſome doctouts affyzme ouermoze, 
How Salomon repented hym ful ſoze. 


The play ot᷑ youth folke calleth lechety, 
Sap it is a game of nature, 

And to ſuſtayne and beate vp their party, 
Howe it lit well, by recozde of ſcripture, 
Unto euery lpueip creature 

That ſtant in helth, and is coꝛagious, 

Ol very kynde to be lecheroug, 


Uicious repozt they haue in remembzaunce, 
But vertuous thynge is ferre out of mynde; 
Flechly luſtes and lecherous pleſaunce 

In their deſires be not lefte behynde, 
Auauntyng lying, they can ot new out fynd, 
And nowe a dapes they hold it curteſp, 
Othes hozrible,flateryng, and ribaudy. 


In their auice they take lytel hede 
Unto the doctryne of noble Scipion, 
which commaunded in ſtoꝛy as J rede, 
To Maſliniſla full famous of renoun, 
Not to touche by no condicion 
Sophonilba fayzeſt of vyſage, 

But it were by way of maryage, _ 


Though the were boꝛne ofthe blod royal, 
Der youth was ſet to all honeſte, 
Doughter and heire to noble Haſdruball 
Duke of Cartage, the ſtozy ye may ſe: 
And foz her vertues of feminpte, 

She wedded was of byꝛth as che was Ipke, 
To king Siphax, which reigned in Affrike, 


Ind foꝛ to pꝛeue the great lyberte, 
Which is in vertueconueyed by reſon, 
And the falle thꝛaldom of dychoneſte, 
Ok bothe to make a playne compariſon, 


After the doctryne of Cenſozin Caton, 


Shewed by him to folkes commune, 
(That vertue neuer is lubiect to foztune, 


Vertue conſerveth meaſure and reſon, 


Conlpdereth thinges afoze oz they befal, 
Taketh none empꝛiſes but of diſcrecion, 
And on p2udence foundeth her werkes al, 
Aye to her tounſayle atteperatice ſhe doth cal 


Warelp pꝛouiding in her ſelfe within 


Che end ot eg,totoze oz (the begyn. 
he thynges,totoze oz he beg This 
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This was the doctrine taught fozth of Cats 
Lecherous luſtes to put them vnder kote, 
Grauntyng to vertue the domynacyon, 
Plucke vp vyces bzaunche,crop,and rote: 
Frute ofgoodnes groweth vp lo ſote 
YOhan it is planted of youth in cozage, 

Jt neuer appalleth in eld of his tarage, 


Caton ofvertue was a chefe offycer, 
P2eferryng euer common commoditees 
Tofoze pꝛołites that wer ſynguler: 

To enhaũce the comon in kingdõs and citees, 
Their wyttes peyſed and their habylytees, 
Perſons pꝛomoting in who it was ſuppoled, 
That they in vertue were naturalli diſpoſed, 


Manlye in hert he was aye to ſuſtene, 
Indifferent trouth, and all inſtyce: 

Flechly delytes of folke that were vncleane, 
He was aye redy by rygour to chaſtyce, 

Ind let lawes in full pzudent wyſe 

Foz to punyſch flaterours and lechourg, 
And (uch as were open auoutrours. 


He had of women none opinion 

With them to deale,foz luſte noz foz beaute, 
But if it were foꝛ pzocreacion, 

So ſtable he was found in his degre: 

The boke redyng of immoztalyte 

Which Blato made, the trouth well ſought, 
Therin concludyug how loules dye noughte, 


But lyueth euer in top 02 in payne, 

Thus wꝛote Plato in his oꝛiginall. 

Men may the body bi deth ful wel conſtrain, 
But the (oule aye abydeth immoꝛtal, 

Fo: which this Caton ſtedfaſt as a wal, 
Foz comon pꝛokyte to dye was not aferd, 
whan he him ſelf(lew with a naked (werde, 


But to foꝛtune afoꝛe his dethe he laide: 

O thou pztnces of woꝛldly goodes bayne, 
To thy flateries 8 neuer did abꝛayde, 

Thy fauour is ſo falſe and vncertayn, 

That neuer J faught no fraunchile to atatn; 
Is fo2 my ſelte no perciall (yngulerte, - 
But all foz pzofpte touching the comonte; 


Igayne Cefar J made reſyſtence, 
Toconquere kredome to me, and to the toun, 
Frely to eſchewe his moꝛtal vyolence, 
This woꝛld diſpiſing in mine opinion, 

Our fraunchiſe thꝛalled vnder ſubiection 
Juſtiy fozſakyng the varyaunce of this life, 


My ſoule conneyed to be contemplatpfe. 


This philoſopher this pꝛudent old C aton 


Tendꝛing in hert common comodytees, 
Totfoze his dethe wꝛote of compaſſyon 

To them that ſate in royall dignitees, 
Which had of vertue loſt the libertees, 
Pꝛinces beſechyng that were luxurous, 
To take enlample, and folow kyng D2uſus, 


The which D2uſus by ſucceſſion, 

Was heir to Auguſtus a next him emperour 
Set all in vertue his affection, 

And it to cheryſſhe did holy his labour: 

To luſt vnlefall he neuer gaue fauoure, 

Ind touching loue, duryng al his lyfe, 

He neuer had luſt, but onely to his wife. 


And in his palayes ampd of his ropall ſe, 
Ok noble pꝛinces dwellyng in Nome toun, 
He altzed was foz all his dignyte, 

What maner cozage oftemptacyon, 

Oz what feruence oz delectacion 

Within hym ſelfe he had of loues play, 
Sole by hys wyte whan hea bed lay, 


Ind lyke a pꝛynce fulfylled ofhye nobles, 
Anſwered agayn wyth ſobze countenaunce, 
Touchyng luch luſt as foloweth klechlynes, 
Lyke as nature me put in gouernaunce, 

In one alone is ſet al my pleſaunce: 

Foz with none other foꝛ no concupilcence, 
Saue with my wyke J neuer dyd offcnce, 


Pꝛinces echone folowe nat the trace 


Ok noble D2uſus, as ye hal vnderſtand, 


Foz ſome haue ſtande all in another caſe, 
Such as can hold two oꝛ thze in hand, 
Now here, now there, as botes come to land: 


Not conſydꝛing their degrees no dilauaple, 


Whan newtangylines bloweth in their ſayle. 


Eke Bochas wꝛiteth, ſõe pzices haue be foũd 
which vicioully haue done their buſy payne 
Uertuous women by flatery toconfound, 
And tendꝛe maydens to bꝛing in a trapne, 
Suche manaces and tozmentes to oꝛdapne, 
(The to tranſfozine from their perſeueraũce 
And interrupt their virginal conſtaunce, 


But of ſuch folke that yeue no fozce of hame, 
Noꝛ dꝛede God, ſuch traynes to deuyſe, 
Huſbandmen foꝛ ſoth are moſt to blame, 
with fozaine women to treſpace in ſuch wile: 


N. ii. i J 
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The thirde boke 


I trow their wines thẽ may inough ſuffile, 
Foz many be feble their dettes foz to quite, 
Though they in chaũge the (elf fallly delite. 


Some affyzme foꝛ them ſelf allegyng, 

To ſuch outrage that they haue licence 
rely ot nature to ble their own thing, 

And in ſuch caſe to no wight do offence: 
But froward is their errour in lentece, (ble, 
Fro bond of wedlock whan they be ſo vnſta⸗ 
Ind tofoze God moſt hatefull and dapnable. 


Foz the that is thꝛough her hye nobleſſe, 
Named ofclerkes which clerly can cõcerne, 
Deughter of God, Lady and pꝛinceſſe, 
Reaſon called to gyde folke and gouerne, 
Atwene good and yaell juſtly to diſcerne, 
She hath departed playnlye toconclude, 
The lyfe of man from lyfe of beaſtes rude. 


This Lady reaſon lith ago full yoze 
Gaue vnto man wyt and dicrecion, 
Taught him alſo by her ſouerain loze, 
Twene vpceand vertue a great diuiſion: 
Ind that he ould in his eleccion 

Unto all vertue, naturally obey, 

And in contrary al vicious lyfe werrep. 


Ind to enpꝛinte in his memoztall, 

How of luxurie the great diſhoneſte 
Diſfourme a man, and make him beſtpal, 
And diſfigure,of what eſtate he be: 

Foꝛ whan that reaſon of high oz lowe degre 
Is lled away, folke may affyzme than 

He is lyke a beaſt, rather than a man, 


wherkoꝛe let p2inces that haue ben defectife, 
To folowe their luſtes of lenſualite, 
Shape them bi relon fox to amend their life, 
Ind to conlerue and kepe their chaſtyte, 
Both of virgins and wifelp honeſte: 

And to punyche al tho that lyſt labour, 

The honeſt fame of women to deuour. 


Foꝛ when a lechour by fozce,ozby maiſtrye, 
Defouled hath of virgynes the clenneſſe, 
Widowes oppꝛeſſed, and by auoutry 
Iſſayled wines that ſtande inſtableneſſe, 
who may thã their ſcla r dꝛous harm redes, 
Whitheir good name is hurt by luch repoztz 
Foz fame loſt ones can neuer haue his reſoꝛt 


A thefe may robbe a man ok his ryches, 
And by ſome meane make reſtitucion: 


And tome men may dicherite and oppꝛeſſe 
A pooꝛe man fro his poſſeſſion, 

Ind after make (atiſfaccion: 

But no man map reſtoze in no degre, 
Amapden cobbed of her virginite. 


A man map alſo beate a caſtelldoun, 

And builo it after moze frehly to the ſyght, 
Exyle a man out ofa regyon, 

And him reuoke wher it be wzong oz right: 
But no man hath the power noz the might, 
Foz to reſtoze the palayes virginal 

Df chaſtyte, whan bzoken is the wal, 


Men may allo put out of ſeruile 

And offycers remeue from their place, 
And at a day whan foztune lyſt deuyſe, 
They may agayne reſtozed be to grace: 
But there is nouther tyme ſet noz lpace, - 
Noz neuer in ſtoꝛy nouther read noz ſepne, 
That maydenhed loſt recured was ageyne, 


Foz which men chuld haue a conſcience, 
Re we in their hert and repent ſoze, 

And haue remozle in their great offence 
To rauich thing, which thei mai not reſtoze: 
Foꝛ it is ſapd, and hath ben ſayd ful yoze, 
The emeraud grene of perkyte chaltyte, 
Stolne ones away may not recured be, 


Ind hard it is to rauyſſhe a treaſour 
Which of nature is not recuperable, 
Loꝛdchyp map not ot kyng noꝛ emperour 
Refourme a thing which is not refozmable, 
Ruſt of dyffame which is not ſeperable, 
Ind maydenhed loſt ofnewe oz poze, 

No man alyue map it agayne reſtoze. 


Romapns old thꝛough their pacience, 
Sulffred tyꝛauntes in theyz tyzannies 

And in the ir cyties to do great vyolence, 
The people to oppꝛes with their robberpes: 
But to punyche they let ſtrayte eſppes, 

On falſe auoutrours, as it is wel couth, 
Widowes to rauich # mapdes in their youth, 


Upon this mater the ſtoꝛy bereth witneſſe, 
Touchyng the exyle of king Tarquinius, 
Ffoze reherſed by waiting ful expzeſſe: 
The hateful death of Jpius Claudius, 
Foꝛ his treſpaſe done to Uirginius, 

The iudgementes reherſed and the payne, 
Ind fro their offyce depziued both? 8 
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| Which many a realme hath bzoughte to myl⸗ 


was nat the cytie whylom deſolate 
Of Sychemites foz the ribaudry 8 
Skone Sichem whiche gan a great deba te, 
To haue actomplyched his foule lecherpr, 
Whan yonge Dyna as bokes ſpecifpe, 
Went rechelelly walkyng vp anddowne, 
Co le the maydens ok that ropalrtowne⸗ 


But whan Sychem this Dyna dyd eſpye, 
Sole by her ſelke, walke in the cytie, 

He begane anone aſſaple her by mapſtry. 
Ind foz to afozce her virgynyte, a 
Bytaule ſhe had no leyſer foz to fle: 

Whole great offence aud tranſgreſſyon, 
The cytie bzoght vato deſtruccyon. 


Der father Jacob and holy her kynrede, 
Agayn this Sichem gan inwardly diſdayne: 
Whan the fury of Mars was moſt to dzede, 
To be benged thep dyd thepz buſy payne: 

Jad ſpecially yer woꝛthy bzethern twapne, 
Fyll on the cyte, Symeon and Leuy, 

To auenge their luſter, and troy it fynally, 


So moꝛtally they gan with them ſtryue 

with their ſwozdes,ground Garp,and kene, 
Of male childzen they left none alyue, 

They were ſo vegeable in their furyous tene: 
The Srthemptes might not luſtene 
That day agaynſt them to ſtand at defence, 
So impoꝛtable was their violence. 


Fo: wher that God liſt puniſh a man ok right 
By moꝛtall ſwerde, farwel al reſiſtence: 


Wha grace faileth fozce goth away # myght, 


Feblethof pzinces the magnifycence, | 
Chaungeth their power into impotence, 
Reuerſeth the kynges their ſtately regaly, 
Example in Sichem foz his falſe auoutry. 


It was an hard dꝛedfull punycion 

That one pzinces treſpas in lecherpe, 
Cauſed afoze God that all a regyon 
Diſtroped was without remedy: 

This ſtozy is told foz to exemplify 

Phan noble pzinces to women them ſubmit, 
Grace # al fauour anon doth from theflyt, 


Ok this mater what chuld J w2yte moze 
Jn Geneſis the relydue pe may rede 
The dethe ol Sichem and ol kyng Hemoze, 
And howe their kingdome 
Ok Sychemites, lo here þ finall mede (dede 
Ok lechery of his kalie pleſaunce, | 


1 


Their woful fate Guido dyd endyte, 
To declare howe only by theſe twayne 
Ol Trop and Grete came to diſtruccion 
But okt it falleththatmurhe abundaunce 


The cyteſyns of impoztune cage, 


diſtroyed was in 
Co here the abuſpon ok that koule dede, 


Leak. lxtit. 
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What chuld J eft reherce agayne o wzite 
The falſe auoutry of Paris and Þ apnez 


Poetes echone eke dpd their buly payne, 
The wozthy blode,foz hozt concluſpon, 


Ok wozldlt good, with great eaſe and riches; 
In folke that ſet all holy their pleſaunce 

o folow their luſts, a froward wylfulnes, 
Dath cauſed in landes gretmiſchef x diſtres: 
Whan vicious life their cozages did encbbze, 
Diſtroied kingdoms,# people out of nombze 


Foz whan the people thzough fals obſtinacy 
Is indurate to amend them and cozrect, 
And wit not turne them from their lechery,; 
But ape be redy their (oales to enfecte: 

Ind vnto purpoſe my ſtyle J wyl dyzect; 
Toeramplify howe Gabaa the town, 

Was foz his ſinnes bzought to confuſion; 
Whylom this people called Gabanytes 
From Beniamin diſcended in their line, 
Were aye dilpoſed to folowe their delpteg: 
And of cuſtome their wyttes dyd enclyne 

Jn wozldly plentie to flour and to ſhyne, 
And dempt alway to them it was moſt due; 
Of wxylfulnes their luſtes foz to ſue; 


Jnlechery was ſet al their pleſaunce, 

nd in that vice they lad moſte their iyfes _ 
Wherby they were bzought vnto miſchaũce, 
And many ſlayne by fall moztal ſtrife, | 
Whan the Leuyte came fozby with his wife; 
Full excellent of fetures and beaute, 

And toke his lodging within the greate tyte; 


He was ful old, and che was inly fayze, 
He impotent, and ſhe but tendze of age, 
Thꝛough Gabaa making their repay2e, 


Shewyng the fury of their great dutrage, 
Holong that nyght her beauty dyd aſſarl, 
Tyll lyte and bzethe atones dyd her fayle. 


Contagious the ſclaundꝛe and the diffame; 
n Judicum the tozy pe may rede: 
ich to reherte is a mauer ame, 


A. iii. And 


The thirde boke 


And how ß Lenitea mo2ow gan take hede, 
With piteous chere, and law his pong wyke, 
T ofoze the gate depꝛiued of her lyke, 


He hent her vp and layde her on his aſle, 
To noyſe this cryme-vpon euery (ide, 


Thought in ſuch caſe he myght do no laſſe, 


Toke atharp ſwozd,#lyſt no lenger abyde, 
On twelue partes he gan her to deuide: 


And to eche tribe of Jacob he hath ſent, 


A certapue parte, to le their iudge ment. 


Which thing to them was hateful & terrible, 
And in their fight full abomynable, 

And in all haſte lykely and poſſible, 

All of one wyll and one cozage ſtable, 

On Gabaonptes foz to be vengable, 

They gathered haue Goztly to conclude, 
'Taſſaple that towne, a ful great multitude, 


whan they firſt met atwen the thus it ode, 
The twelue tribes were twile put to fkyghyte 
On either party great quantity of bloud 

was Hed among them in that moꝛtall fyght: 


Foꝛ (irty thouſande who that compt aright) 


Were ſlayne there, the ſtoꝛy wyll not iye, 
To auenge the (claundze of kalle auoutry. 


Lo here the guerdon ofthe froward fy2es 


In lecherons folke,Þ wyl not ſtaunched be, 
That bꝛent ſo hote though beſtiall deſpzes, 
In Gabaa the mighty ſtronge cyte: 

Which was diſtroyed foz his iniquite, 

Ind almoſte bꝛought of Beniamin the line, 
Though his offence to eternall ruyne, 


Eke fo his keruent dzonken lechery, 
Holophernes by Judith loſt his hede: 

And al his hoſte and al his chtualry 

Left the felde, and ted away foz dꝛede, 

Ind he lay bathed in his bloud al rede 

Thus thzough their vyte ik it be wel ſought, 
Ful many a pzice hath be bzought to nought, 


- Thele layd tozies onght ynough ſulfyle, 


Ik men wold conſyd2e and take hede, 
The great vengaances in many ſondzy wiſe 
Wyich God hath take foz this ſinne in dede, 
Is in their bokes they mai behold and rede: 
Darnynges afoze full oft put at pzefe, 

How they them (elf hal laue fro miſcheke. 


Lenuoye, 


3 


his tragedy yeueth bs gret warnig 

Bi clere examples of manifold refs, 

Yowe many a pzince foz their milii⸗ 
And many rych royal mighty toune, (uing 


Man acitieand many a region, 


Daue bene euer ſith full notable infamous, 
Foz ſynneof pꝛintes that were lecherous. 


Thechoſen of god Dauid the wozthy king, 
P2ophet of pzophets moſt louerain of renoii; 
On Berlabe foz a ſodaynetokyng, 


To lee Uzye caught occaſpon, 


Foz which he ſuſfred great punicion: 
Chaſtyſed of god, he and all his houſe: 
Foz cauſe only that he was lecherous, 


Great repentaunce he had e great ſozowing, 
And made pſalmes of great contricion, 


with wokul teares and manyfolde weppng, 
To make a cheth foꝛ his tranſgreſſion: 
yeuing to pꝛinces full clere dyꝛection, 

Foz to eſchewe the flattery odioug 

And the falſe fraude ol women lecherous. 


Where was ther euer of ſcience oz conning 
So renomed as was king Salomon: 

yet women made him thzugh falle flatering 
To fozaine goddes done oblacion, (doun, 
Which clipſed his honoꝛ # bzought his fame 
That was whilom moſte vertuous, 

Tyll he thzugh women fyl to be lecherous. 


Is it not eke remembzed by wziting 
Ok Jlrael howe the chefe champion 
Which goddes people had in his leadyng, 
I mean the famous mighty ſtrong 
That thzugh his fozce torent the lion: 
But Dilada with teares plentuoug, 
His grace bereft him, & made him lecheroug 


Sichem was ſlayne eke fo2 the rauychyng 
Ok yonge Dyna, as made is mencion: 

His father Hemoꝛ bzought to his endyng, 
Loſt his rycheſſe in that diſcencion, 

And his kingdom bzought to diſtruccion: 
Lo here the end of pꝛinces vicious, 
Which them diſpole foz to be lecherous. 


It is in earth one the molt perylous thinge, 
ee 

By faile delyzes of flehly motion 

To put him (elf vnder ſubieccion, 


+ - Yndthzal retö, his treſour moſt wes: ; 
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Tothevnleful luſtes hatekull and lecherous, 


This is the ſentence full playnly in menyng, 
Where women haue the dominacion 

To holde the taine, their hokes out caſtyng, 
That ſenſualitie hath iuriſdiction, | 

To enter on reaſon by falſe intruſion, 

Warre agayntſt vertue moſt contagioug, 

To be vaynquilhed, of luſtes lecherous, 


Jt taketh fro men their clerenes of ſeyng, 
 Cauleth great ſickenes and cozruptian: 

And to all vertue it is greateſt hyndzyng,. 
Maketh men ſeme olde as by inſpection, 
Appalleth their minde and diſpoſition, 
Shozteth their life, thing dzedfull a piteoug, 
Whan they diſpoſe them to be lecherous. 


Noble pꝛyntes in your ymaginyng 
Concepue of women the falſe deception 
Namely of themthat loue but foz winnyng, 
And labour aye foꝛ pour poſſeſſion; 

Whoſe (ugred flattery is falſe colluſion, 
Like to Spꝛens, with voyce melodio 
Enoynt pour eares to make you lecherous. 


C.The.vi.Chapter, 


How Cambyſes aſſentyng to the murder 
of his bzother Mergus, at the laſt 
lough him lelfe, 


ter the death ol mighty king Cirus, 
Hext came his ſonne called Cambiles, 
Heyꝛe by ſucceſſion,full victozious, 
Whiche tofoze Bochas put himſelfe in pzceg, 
Ind gan his complaynt, this is doubtles, 
That they of Egypt in many vncouth wyle, 
To ſundꝛy Goddes did ſacrifice, 


Firſt vato Apis they dyd Sacrifice, 

Called Serapts their greateſt god of all, 

Raygnyng in Egypt moſt of excellence, 

Ind god of goddes foles did him call: 

Ind of his nobles thus it is befall, 

Slapne by his bother, whiche is a wonder, 
Deuered on peceg,and ful farre caſt alunder. 


Ind they of E made their oꝛdinaunce, 
Upon payne of death in their ſtatute olde, 
I god to tall him, and do their obſexuaunce 
Within his temple, like as they were holde: 
Wherof Cambiles tofoze as J vou tolde, 
All the temples of that region 


Leaf.!t: lit. 
Caſt himby fozce foz to thzow doun, 


(The temple of Jupiter to robbe it by taupne, 
Called Hammon, without exception | 
Dis knightes ſent to bꝛyng it to rupne, 

But they echoue foz their pzeſumption, 

With ſodaine leuin were [mit and beat down; 
Wherof Cambiſes in Alpe tho raygnyng, 
Had this dzeame as he lap ſleprng, 


He dzempt his bzother þ called was Mergus 
Should in the kingdome after him ſuccede, 
Wherof in hart he wart ſo enuious, 
That he purpoſed of rancour and hatrede 
By ſome meane to make his ſlides blede: 
And that his purpoſe ſhould take auayle, 
I magicien he toke to his counſaple. 


Ind he was holde a full great Phyloſopher, 


Called Comares, full leyghty and cunnyng: 


To who Cambiles made a full large pꝛofer, 
Ok golde e trealure, to make himaſlſentpng 
To execute this hozrible thing, 

And that he would in moſt cruell wiſe, 

The murder of Mergus to cõpas and deniſe, 


And while Cambiles oꝛdepned this treaſon 
Toftea Mergus his owne bꝛother dere, 
God from aboue caſt his eyen downe 

Hym to puniche in full cruell manere: 

Foz he waxed wode who ſo liſt to lere, 
Caught a lwerde, æ roue his thigh on twaine 


And lodapnly he dyed foz the paine. 


Foz two cauſes god toke on him vengeaunce, 
Fs mine auctour Bochas doth expꝛel. | 


Fo his pꝛelumptuous # falſe diſobeyſaunce, 


Spoyling the gods of their great riches: 
Ind foz the froward great vnkyndnes 


To peue aſſent to the contagious caas, 


Whan p Mergus his bzother murdzed was. 


he death of whom was chefe occaſion 

full great warre,ftriues;and debate, 
Eke fynall cauſe wh all the region 

Of mighty Perce. ſtode dilconlolate: 

Foz hepꝛe was none of high noz low eſtate, 
By title of right, tough his bahappy chatice 


To be their kyng and haue the gouernaunce, 


called Comares, 


Foz thema Ar 
ergus as ve haue herd expꝛes, 


Which ſtue 


Cone his b2other called Ozopaſtes, 


And made him kyng, the ſtozy bereth witnes: 
N. iii. Betauſe 


The thirde bone 


Becaule that he relembled in libenes 
Unto Mergus, of face and of ſtature, 
To trowne him kyng therfoze he did his cure 


The deth of Mergus outward was not know 
Noz playnly publiſhed in that region, 
His body buried, and caſt in earth lowe, 

Ot whom the murder, a fraudulent treaſon, 
The piteous ſlaughter w2ought by colluſton, 
And all the maner by pꝛoceſſe was eſpyed, 
So openlp, it myght not bedenyed, 


And in what wyle the noyſe gan out ſpꝛede 
Touchyng this murder, odyous foz to here, 
Whan that Oꝛopaſtes occupied in dede 
The crowne of Perte, the ſtozy doth vs lere, 
There was a pꝛynte full notable and entere, 
Called Hoſtanes that gan his wytte apply, 
Ok high pzudence this murder out to elpy. 


While that O2opaſtes vnder a falſe pzetence 
Ok Pertiens was receiued foz kyng, 
The ſayd pꝛynte did his diligence 
Bp inquilition to haue knowlegyng, 
By what ingyne, oꝛ by what fleyghty thing, 
The ſayd Oꝛopaſtes caught occaſton, 

In ſtede of Mergus, to occupy the croun, 


On this matter he had a contecture, 

That his title was neither whole ne clere: 
The trouth to trye he did his buy cure, 
Ind to lerche out wholy the manere, 

He lought lo farre, that he came ryght nere, 
And in this caſe letted foz no ſlouth, 

Tyll tyat he had kounde out the very trouth. 


The taſe was thus playnly to termine, 
e had a daughter full fayze of her bylage, 
hiche of the kyng was chiefeſt concubine, 
By whom he thought to catche aduauntage, 
Ind vnto her he hath (ent his meſſage, 
Secretely to enquire how it ſtode, | 
Where þ the kyng were come ol Cyꝛus bloud. 


Ind bade = He choulde lecretly take hede, 
While that he flept to do her buſy payne, 
With her handes foz to fele his hede, 

And to grope after both his eares twapne: 
Ind ifit fyll, there is no moze to ſapne, 

Upon his head that the none eares founde, 
To tel her father ok trouth as the was boũd. 


This mighty pꝛynte Holtanes knewe wele 
Kyght as it is recozded by leripture, 


Touching this caſe how it ſtode ctery dele, 


How kyng Cambyſes of ſodaine aduenture, 
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Both his two eares to be —.— e 


And hereupon to be certified * 

He was delterous to haue full knowlegyng, 
hiche by his daughter whan it was eſpyed, 
Upon a nyght liyng by the kyng, 
Gropyng his head as he lay ſlepyng: 

Full ſubtilly felt and toke good hede, 
How he none eares had vpon his heed. 


And to her father anone che hath declared 
The ſecrenes of this auenture, | 
And fo2no feare ne dꝛede he hath not ſpared, 
Dow that it ode playnly to dilcure: 

Ind firſt of all he did his buſy cure, 


All the pꝛynces of Perce lande pfere, 


To counſaple call to entreat ot this mattere, 


And whan they were aſſembled euerychone, 
Df O ꝛopaſtes he tolde them all the chaunce: 
And how ß Mergus was murdꝛed yoze agoe 
As here tofoze is put in remembzaunce: 
Wherupon to ſet an oꝛdinaunce, 

And to redzeſſe theſe wzonges done tofoꝛne, 


Ok Perte lande were leuen pzynces lwozne, 


Of one allent in their intencion, 

By bonde of othe thei made their aſſuraunc 
And a full ſecrete communicacion, | 
To put Ozopaſtes frõ his royall puiſſaunce, 
Whiche had all Perce vnder his gouernaũce 
By a full falſe pzetence of herytage, 

Foz he was like to Mergus of vyſage. 


Theſe ſeuen pꝛynces of which tokoze J tolde, 

All ot one hart, and by their othe ybounde, 
zudent, and manlp, and of yeres olde, 
aue (ought a tyme D2opaſtes to confound: 

And w their ſwerdes charpe whet x ground, 

Under cduert in their apparaple, 

Came of entent Oꝛopaſtes to aſſayle, 


Ind in the palays whom euer that they met, 


Oꝛ agayne them made reliſtence, 


Ill of accoꝛde they fiercely on him ſet 

But the magitien 5 was there in their pꝛeſẽct 
Came agapuſt them by ſturdye byolence, 
Ind at the entountre gan tht ſo conſtrayne, 
Chat of the pꝛynces they haue llaine „ 


But finally the other pꝛynces fyue, 

LOhan that they ſawe their two feres blede, 
In al the palays they left none alyue. 

And kynge Ozopaſtes quaking in his dzede, 
Full vawarely oꝛ that he toke hede, 

Was ſlayn, ther guerdoned foz al his might, 
Ofpeetence kinges Þ reigne a haue no tight. 


(The. vii.Chapiter, 
Howe Dary obteynyng the kingdom of 
Perce by lleyght, ended with ame, 


Fter the deth of thele Magicyens, 
A Was left no king to haue p gouernaũte, 
Noz foz to rule the lande of Perciens, 

Saue fyue pzinces full famous of puiſſaunce: 
YOhyche made a ſtatute and an oꝛdinaunce, 
Ok one accoꝛde by recozde of waityng, 

Theron concluding who chuld be ara es 


Their loꝛt, the ir hap, and all their auenture 
Was peue to foꝛtune ofthys eleccion, 

And thus the pꝛince the crowne (hall recure 
Among theſe kyue, by theyz conuencion, 
Foz to gouern the mighty regyon, 

And in that lande to reigne and contune, 
Lykeas the fauour lyſt oꝛdeyn of foztune. 


Thys was the ſtatute, vpon a moznyng 

All atones erly foz to ryde E 
Atwene Aurora and Phebus vpꝛilpng, 

Up to a hyll to houe and to abyde, 5 
All rancour a dyſco2de let alpde, (ing, 
Whole hozſe among them was firſt herde ney 
Without grutching, hulde be crowned kyng. 


Upon this mater what Goulde J lẽger tary: 
Yereon was made an othe in ſpkerneſſe, 
Imong theſe pzices one which was called Da 
A prince ot Perce excellyng of nobleſſe, (ry 
Wyych had a ſeruaunt 5 ſtozy bereth witneſſe 
That kept hys hozſe , thought in very dede 
Hys loꝛde he wolde pꝛeferre at ſuche a nede. 


The ſayd ſeruant full eyghtly in werkyng, 
His dilygence lyſt nothyng to ſpare, 

The dap to foze ſet of theix metynge, 

At a plate, ſmothe, playne, and bare, 
Yys lo2des hoꝛſe, he made leape a mare: 
And on the moꝛowe when thepzinces met, 
On hoz\backe there hys loꝛde he let, 


Ind whan the hozle thyder came agayne, 


| 


Nature anone affozced his cozage, - 
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Teal. lxxiiii. 


To nepe loude bpon the ſame playne 
Where as the mare had vſcd her paſſage: 
Kyndeinſuche caſe had great auauntage, 
By whiche ſleyght playnly to reherſe, 

The ſapd Dary was crowned kig of Perce, 


The pꝛynces all lyke theyz conuencion, 
Oꝛ Phebus ſhewed his firy beames bꝛyght, 
Without ſtryfe oz contraditcion | 
From their hozſe (odaynly alyght: 

And vnto Dary as lowly as they myght, 
Sapd in grekeoz they vp roſe, 
Policromtudo Balileos 


Which is in latyn to ſpake in wozdes playne; 
And in englyſhe by expowning of ſcripture + 
After the Greke,as moche foz to layne, 

Is longe tyme myght the kyng endure 

And lpue in helth with good auenture, 

By the grace and fauour of foztune, 
Upon all Perce to reigne and contune. 


Who wyll conſydꝛe every cyʒcumſtaunce, 

Itis a meruaple nat grounded on pzudence, 
By luch ſleyght a king to haue gonernaunce, 
Thꝛough tytle oz clayme as of iuſt euidence, 


So to be rapled to kyngly excellence: 


But whan foztune fauoureth ſuche aſſay, 
Tyll Þ echaunge ther can no man ſay nay, 


Thus was kyng Dary bozne of lowe linage, 
Set vp by lleyght in eſtate honozable, 
Thought Þ he wolde foz his auauntage, 

To make his kyngdom #his reigne ſtable, 
Wed ſuch a wyke as tohym was molt able: 
Demyng of trouth hys clayme were well a⸗ 
Df Cirus lyne if che were dilceded. (meded, 


To wede ſuche one was all his conetyle, 
Stable foz to reigne vpon the Perciens, 
Ind as J fynde,in full cruell wyſe 

By the counſaple offalſe magicyens, 

A werte he gan vpon the Egipciens, 

Eke foltly he gan foz to werrey 5 
Them of Ithenes, whiche lyſt hym nat obep. 


Ind as myne auctor maketh reherſaple, 

He foz his pꝛide and falſe pꝛeſumpcton, 

Was diſcomfyted twyes in bataple: 

Ind neuer after, as made is mencyon; 

He was nat had in reputacyon | 
Among Perciens, ſo gan his honoure fade, 
Wyth ſleyght he gan, with chame an ende he 
made. The 


i i The thirde boke 
; 4 C The, biii, Chapter. Touchyng a defence,adue all hardineſſe. 


T Dow Cozolian by Romapnes exiled gan Within them ſelfe they ſtode at debate, 
| | warre agaynſt them, and how after they lent Aloze their enemies ready foz to aſſayle, 
1 out his mother withother foz peace:which had, Comtozt was none in hyghnoz lowe eltate, 
they elt him exiled, and after Foz where diſcoꝛd is what auayleth coũlail⸗ 
was llayne, Their fone wout, within them ſelfe battayle 
i Bꝛought in alas, to their confuſion, 
A Feerthis Dary,as J rehearce can, By the falſe ſerpent of diſſencion, 
Ind mine auctour liketh to conclude, | 
To John Bochas came Cozolian, But at the laſt affozcedand conftrapned, 
The molt wokull of thatmultitudes (They were coact after peate to ſeke, 
Which gan complaine vpon the ingratitude (The cale ſtode ſo, ołf nede they were payned 
Of the Komayns, how they whilom in dede Maugre their might their harts foz to meke; 
Exiled his perſon ofrancour and hatrede, And their mtlcheke moze to encrele and eke, 
| In augmentyng of their cruell fates, 
Whiche in his time would neuer ceace They law their enmies armed at their gates 
Thzoughhis nobleſle a hys hygh renoun, 8 
(Their common pꝛokite to augment c encrece, a hey ſent out firſt pꝛieſtes ofthe toun, 
And foz to bꝛinge to their ſubiection ith their enemies foꝛ to entrete of pees, 


Manpa citye, and many a noble toun, With humble pꝛofers, a lowe ſubiection: 
pet they agaynward foz all his chyualry, But Coꝛolian this is doubtles, 
Him exiled ef malyce and enuy. Againe the Romayns was ſo merciles 


That grace none myght in his hart myne, 
But whan this Marcus called Cozolian, To their requeſt his eares to encipne, 
Saw of Komapyns the great vnkindnes, | 
Toward a countrey that called was Tuſkan Than the Romayns, the ſtozy tell can, 
| Okhigh diſdayne anone he did him dꝛeſſe: To Uentutia made their pzayere 

And them entreated ofmanly fell pzowes, Whiche was the mother of Cozolian, 
To gyn a warre ſythe they ſo manly be, Ind to Uolumnia his faithfull wife entere, 
Thꝛough his coueiyng,againe Rome pᷣ citye, That they chould both go in fere 

5 Unto that pzynce,beſechyng at the leſt 
Ind koꝛ to put them moꝛe in aſſuraunce Benigni to heare their requeſt, 
To haue victoꝛy thꝛough their high renoun, | | 
He tolde them playnly of a great diſtaunce His mother firſt full pzudently abzayde, 


Of a falle ſtrife, and a diſcencion Unto her lonne makyng this queſtion, 
That was of newe fall in Rome towne: At their metyng to hym thus the ſayde; 
Wherfoꝛe they ouldcif it be pꝛouided) Shall I (quod che) fo choꝛt concluſion, 


Coquere thẽ lightly becauſe thei wer deuided Of faythfuil harte and true affection, 
a To thy pꝛelence, declare finally, 

By their aſſent they made a great armpe, Be now receyued as mother oꝛ enempe. 
With ſtuffe foz war richely apparapled, | 3 
Pyght his tentes tokoze that great citye, Ifkter thine aunlwere J muſt my ſelfe diſpoſe 
And in the fielde ſtode pꝛoudly battapled: And my wittes ſpecially apply 
But the hartes of Romayns haue the fayled, Cauſe of my comyngclerely to bncloſe, 
And durſt not paſſe the gates of their toun, And tell the effect ol mine ambaſſatry; 
There was among the lo great deuiſion. And my ſpeache ſo gouerne and gye, 

YL Alter J am retepued to thy grace, 


Their citye ode that time deſtitute, _ My lelfe declaryng if J haue time and ſpace, 
With feare ſuppꝛiled foꝛ lacke of gouernaũce, . ; 
Them to dekende they foundeno refute, Foz like thy mother if thou receiue me, 


So farre enfebliſhed was their old puilſatice And me accept vnto thy pzeſence, 
Foz euer gladly where ſtryfe and bariaunce FJ muſt therafter ſo gouerned be | 
In any king dome haue an entereſſe, To tell my tale playnly in ſentence, 8 | 


of John Bochas 


So that thou geue me frendly audience: 
Ind if J be not reteiued in luche wile, 
More ſtrongly my tale J muſt deuiſe. 


This noble pꝛynce, this Coꝛolian, 


When that he heard his mother thus coplaine 


Full like a loꝛde and a knyghtly man, 
Gan her embaace in his armes twayne, 
n lowly wiſe, there is no moze to fapne, 
aue like a ſonne of due and ryght 
To her he ſayd full lyke a manly knyght: 


Madame ( quod he) be it to your pleaſaunce 
To hear my concept, as in this matere, 
With faythtull hart # humble attendaunce 
- A pou recepue as foz my mother dere: 

But and ye lyke benyngly to here, 

The ingratitude done in moſt cruel wile 
Tome of Romans, J purpoſe to chaſtiſe. 


Ah ſonne (quod ſhe) touching their offence 
Done to thy nobles, their great outrage, 
They (al by menes their treſpace recopence, 
Ind thinke thou art bozne of their linage, 
And ſuffer Þ mercy thy rigoure may aſſwage: 
And think of nature thou maiſt not wel wlay 
Thing foz the which thy mother doth pꝛay. 


Thou Galt not cloſe thyne entrayles of pitie 
To the requeſtes of me and of thy wife, | 
Noꝛ gynne a warre agapne thy countrey 

To ſtroy thy lyne by newe moztall ſtrife, 
Thy childꝛen and me to make vs loſe our life: 
Wey in balaunce to Romans thy hatred, 
Againſt the loue of me and of thy kynred. 


Sende home agayn thy ſtraunge ſouldiours 
Which ben lo redy ß Romains bloud to chede, 
Let ſtand in peace our walles & our towers, 
Suffer thy grace thy rancour to excede, 

So that thy pity may put away all dzede: 
And condiſcende to receyue foz hoſtage, 

Me to be pledge foz their great outrage. 


Behold the wobe in whiche thou were bozne, 
And ſe alſo my naked ſydes twayne, 
By whiche thou were foſtred here tofozne, 


If there were lack thou woldeſt cry a plaine: WO 


Remember theron and at me not diſdayne, 
But vnto mercy recepue this citee, 
At the requeſt here of thy wile and me. 


Whilom my milke thy cheriching was a fode 
To ſtynt thy cry whan thou diddeſt wepe, 


tak. lr xb. 


Their ſote dꝛops full hollome were and good 
Thy tender youth foꝛ to pꝛeſerue and kepe: 
And like a mother to bꝛyng the a ſlepe, 
— full oft tothe J was (o kynde, | 
herfoze dere ſone on my requeſt haue mind, 


If that thou lyſt this city now tozment, 
Their demerites by rygour recompence, 
Punyche me foꝛ them, aud J wyll aſſent 

To beare the gyltof their great offence; 

But dere lonne let thy magnificence 
Suffer of knighthode p merty may in dede, 
Attemper thy rygour oz thou to dome pzocede 


Suffer Romayns to liue in quiete, 

Graunt the peace agayne their great outrage 
Some dꝛope of pity let in thyne hart flete, 
And thintze thou art boꝛne of their linage: 
Loke vpon them with mercifull vyſage, 
Whiche oller them ſelfes as they hal fulfill, 
Their lyke, their death, all wholy at thy will, 


Remember ok nature how that the lyon 

Set aſide his rage and his wodenes 

To them that mekely afoze him fall doun, 
His royall kinde will do them no durelle, 
To eremplify to knyghtly nobleſſe, 

w rigozous lwerd thou alt no moꝛe manace 
Them that be lowly yelden bnto thy grace, 


Ind whanthis pꝛynte, this Cozolian, 
Had heard all that his mother liſt tolayne, 
He goeth to her in ali the haſte he can, 
Belpꝛent W teares 5ᷣ on his chekes rayne, 


And her embꝛaced with his armes twapne, 


Ind ſayde mother there may be nolettyag, 
Me hole ok hart to graunt pour aſkyng, 


The ſiege he made foꝛ to auoyde away, 
And to repayꝛe home to their count rye, 


And wyth his mother and wife he was þ day 


With great gladnes and ſolemnitie, 


Anon receiued into that citye: 


Like as foztune him neuer wold haue fayled, 
But che ſone after of newe hath him aſſayled, 


The gery Romayns,ſtozmy,and vnſtable, 
iche neuer in one ſtyll coulde abide, 


Againſt this pꝛynce molt knyghtly a notable, 


Foz to conſpyze of new they gan pꝛouide: 

Ind baniſhed him to Tuſkan there beſide, 
Where he was ſlayne within a little ſpace, 
Fo: he the Romayns afoze toke to . bs 


The thirde boke 


Che. ix. Chapter. | 


CHowe Melciades Duke of Athens with 
(mall nombꝛe vanquiſhed. vi. C. M. Perciẽs 
and after by his comonte that aye of cuſtome 

- deſyzethachaung of pꝛinces new, 
he was chapned in pzyſon, 
and lo dyed. 


Monge other that putte theym elle in 
zees. 
For too bewaple their greuous heaup- 


neſſe, 

Came of Athens Duke Melciades, 

which thzugh his manhod # hygh pꝛoweſſe, 
And thzugh his knightly renomed nobleſſe, 
Likeas auctours his triumphes lyſt comed, 
Faught many a bataple his city to defend. 


And of victozies,as it is tompyled, 

Fo: comon pzofyt ok that noble toune, 
Faught wyth a tyꝛaunt Þ was tofoze exiled 
Called Hippias, which by falſe trealon 
Had to kyng Dary made a ſuggeſtion 
Upon Athens in al the halt he might, 
Torayle al Perce agapn the town to fpght, 


Sire hundꝛed. M. actounted was the nobze 
Ok Perciens armed in plate and maile. 
(Them of Athenes by foꝛce to encombze, 
Echone aſſembled them p2oudly to aſſaple: 
But this Duke foz nothyng wold fayle 
Melciades, but knightly toke his place, 


With ten thoulande he met him in the face, 
Foz both he was manly and ryght wyſe, 


And of his handes pꝛoued a ful good knight, 
Set vpon them with lo pzudent auyſe, 
That they of Perce foʒ all their great might, 
Were four tymes = vnto the flyght 

By thylke Duke, ik J Gall not fapne, 

And by the nobleſſe of other knyghts twain, 


Themyſtocles ycalled was the tone, 

Which ofhis hand as auctours lift fiſcryue 
Was in a felde pꝛoued on hys fone, 

The manlyeſt knight in his time alyue, 
Whych thylke day ſo pzoudly dyd ſtrpue, 
Agayn the of Perce, #ſuch a ſlaughter make 
That fynally the field they haue fozſake, 


Cynegirus a knyght eke ot that towne 
The ſame day thzough his chyualry, 


With blody werde, as he went vp and doun, 
without nombze in his melancolyp 
Slough Perciens, bokes (ſpecify: 


(That foz the tyme they no refute can, ran, 


Saue to their h yppes fox dzede of dethe they 


And there he wzought a ſtraunge marueyle 


As wꝛiteth Bochas,affyzmyng it certapne: 
The greateſt chyp that bare latgeſt ſayle 
with his righthand he gan it ſo reſtrapne, 
Lyke as it had be faſtned wyth a chayne, 


Maugre Perciens whiche did the loꝛe greue 


That by no craft they could it not meue, 


But whanthat they none other refute wyſt, 
Frely to eſcape out ofhis daungere, 

Tyl they his right hand cut ol by the waiſt: 
But w his left hand he gan appꝛoche neare, 


And heide it dtyli, an vncouth thing to heare, 


That he had fozce ſo great a chip to let, 
But than alas his lełt hand of they (met, 


pet maugre thẽ whan he their malice leeth, 
All were it ſo that he had loſt eche hande, 


(The qhip he ſtyll helde with his teeth 


That they ne myght departe from the lande, 
Lybke as their veſſell had fal vpon ſand: 

Cauled that day, mine auctour doth reherce, 
Two hundzed. M. were ſlam ofthe of perce, 


Ind whan this ſinguler mighty champion 
Cinegirus moſt vncouth of cozage 

Had done this maruaile,as made is mecton, 
Ok very anguich he fill into a rage, 

Lyke a beeſt furious and ſauage 

Ran about. alas foz lacke ofmynde, 

In Bochas bokenomoze of him J finde, 


But in this pzoces after J beheld 

Aye howe that foztune can her frends fayle, 
Foz Welciades leder of that fielde 

And gouernour of al that great bataple, 
Cauling victozy as made is reherſapl, 

pet his people ofmalice and of pꝛe 

Again his nobles, falily gan conſpire, 


They of Athenes let him in pꝛilon. 

And in chaynes mightily him bounde: 
Unkindly they paue him this guerd on 

Foꝛ al the knighthod they in him found, 
pet had he (uffred many a moztal wound 
In their diffence,and foz their libertees, 
To ſaue their liues, their toun, a W 
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ig was the ende ol duke Melciades 
Chzougy ae 
Out ofthelr towne to lpue in ſtraungelodes; 


That was lo wozthy pꝛoued of his hondes, 


To chewe the chaunge and mutabylite 
Founde in foztune,and euery comonte · 


C Lenuope. 


The ſtoʒm truſt of enery comonte 

Their gery cozages and trobled cõſtaunce, 
Jn this tragedy men may behold & ſe: (ce 
Now vp, now doun,as foztune caſt her chaũ⸗ 
Foz they of cuſtome haue top & moſt pleſatice, 
Jn their deſy2es vnſtedfaſt and vntrewe, 
To ſe ech day a chaunge of pꝛinces newe, 


Coꝛolyan ok Rome, a thefe cytye, Claſice, 


Vas there pzotectour thzugh his mighty pu⸗ 
Uenquiſſhed their enemies, let thTinſuerte, 
Bꝛought in rebelles to their obeyſaunce: 

But they agayn warde of wylkull variaunce 
Banyſſhed hym twople, and no cauſe knewe 
Saue koꝛʒ to le a chaunge of pꝛinces newe, 


The knyghtly nobleſſe, the magnanymyte, 
The polyte, the pzudent gouernance 

Of Melciades duke ofthe countre 
Where 5 Athens is chefe towne in lubſtaũce, 
Whan he their comon gan molt to auaunce, 
The moze vnkyndly in honor ß they grewe, 
Moſt they wer buſy to chaũge him foz a new, 


Themyſtocles hauyng the ſoueraynte 
Of knyghtes all that bare ſpeare oz launce, 
Duryng his tyme,J take no moze on me, 


Fozeopariſong do oft tyme great greuaunce: 


Sire hundꝛed thouſande he put to vttraunce, 
Unto Athens neuer founde vntrewe, 
Pet they conſpyzed his exyle foz a newe. 


What thyng may here flour in felycite 

D: ſtande ſtable by longe contynuauncet 

In hoghe eſtates outher in lowe degre, 
Nowe flowe, now ebbe, nowe toy nowe mil⸗ 
After as foʒtune holdeth the balance, (chaũce, 
Ind ſpecially falſe fepning and vntrewe, 
Comong deſy2e a chaunge of pzinces newe, 


Noble pꝛintes in your pꝛoſperite 

On ſodayne chaunges ſet your remèbꝛaunte, 
Freſſyneſſe offtoures,ofbzaunches þ beaute, 
Haue ape on chaũge a trebiyng attendaunce: 


| (Howe Ketxles 


Which in thze.t 


lades, . In truſt ok comons is noperſeuerannce, - -- 
onge bondes, 


As wynter t ſomet be dyuerg of theit hewe, 


So be they dyuers in chaũge of dunces news 


Che. x. Chapite s. 


- * 
* 
ws : 


of Perce ko bis ra · 


upne and couerpl x Js ang 
bied in to mall pisces. 
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A Nd tofoze Borha pitoullp:weppuge wrige | 
AP to declare his deediy heuͤynelle, 


Came Terxſes nexte f TILED nn ttÞy, 
And deal 5 
y vs tc 


And as the cronycle clerly can vs tell, 
Ill other pzinces in erthe he dyd excell. 


In high eſtate was none lo greate as he, 
Nepther in ryches, noꝛ wozldly habundaũce, 
Noz none that tymeof ſo great dygnite 
Foz as it is put in rcemembꝛaunce 
He had all Perce vnder his obeyſaunce: 
Noꝛ neuer pꝛince ag auctours do conclude, 


Yoſteyed attones with luche a multitude. 


Space dk krue yere he had his oꝛdynaunce, 


Stue hundꝛed thoulãde people he dyd rapſe: 
Dempt of pꝛide agayn his gret puillaunce 
None erthly power myght counterpayle: 
But ſome auctozs alowe him nat noz pzayſe, 
Bycaule that he people to encombze, 

Set all his truſt to cõquere w gret nombꝛe. 


But manly pꝛintes haue this opynion, 

In multytude ſtandeth nat victoꝛp, 

Foꝛ knightly pꝛoweſſe of euery champion 
Which ma nliy caſt thẽ in armes to haue vitto⸗ 


Enpꝛynted hath fixe in his memozy, (tp, 


Marciall tryumphes god ne doth nat chewe, 
Jn nombꝛe great, no rather than in fewe, 


This ſayd Terxles by recoꝛde of auctours, 


Had allo, in cronycles as J rede, 

Thze hũdꝛed thouſande ſtraunge laudeours, 
Without other that were of Perce a Mede: 
Whiche gan the me foz to cure and ſpꝛede, 
Dꝛied ryuers that they dyd attayne, 


| Karfedowne hylles, c made valeys plapne. 


This was chefe conceyte of his fantaſies, 
To haue all erthe bnder ſubieccioh: 


 Thoughthis powexraught abouetheſkyes, 


Df(urquedy and fal 


e pzeſumpcion; 
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The thirde boke 


Foz as hedemeth in his opynion 
Howe in his power playnly that it lap, 
Fro god of heuin the heupu to take away. 


But thylke loꝛde $ can the meke enhaunce, 


And from theic ſees the pꝛoude put doune, 


Ind namely them p haue no remembzaunce 
To aduertyle of wyſdome and of reaſon, 

To knowe the loꝛde moſt mighty of renoune, 
The loꝛde of lozds which plainly to compyle, 


— Wyliſaffre fyzauntes to reigne but a whyle., 


And one themaraayle that euer J dyd rede 
Greateſt, and vncouth playnly vnto me 

Js howe Xerxles kynge of Perce & M eede 
Foz toſhewe a ſpecyall [yngulerte, 

Out of Flie ouer the great ſe 

As (ayth myn autout, whõ J dare alledge, 
In to Europe made a myghty bꝛidge. 


Some men peraueture will therat diſdayne, 
And ſay it is a maruayle nat credyble, _ 
pet craft in caſe to ſuche thing may attapne, 
Whych by nature ſemeth an impoſſpble: 

And as to me, it is a thing odyble 

Thynges to inpugne autentyke and olde, 
Whiche dotable clerkes in their dayes tolde. 


[Theſe newe men that haue but lytell ſepne 
Nouther expert in crafte noz in nature, 

Fon lacke ot reaſon holde all ſuch thing veyne 
Though that it be remembꝛed in ſcripture: 
Fo: euery maruaple and euery auventure 

Js ſtraunge to hym, as J reherce can 

That lackethÞcauſe wherof p groũd began. 


This ſayd erxſes had eke poſſeſſion 

By the tytle ot his father Darye 

Ok all Egypt, as made is mencyon: 

But thep of Grete were to hym contrary, 
Wherfoze he caſt no lenger foz to tarye 

This pꝛoude pꝛince, but mightely werrey 
Lacedemonoys, which wolde him nat obep. 


But one that was called Demaratus 


Wypch of that country had afoze be byng, 
Ind was ecyled the ſtozy telleth vs, 

[That tyme W Xerr(es in houcholde abyding, 
VOhyche loued that land fo all his expling, 
Gaue the watning to ſaue the fro miſchauce, 
Of xerxſes power and all his oꝛdynaunce. 


De wꝛote them letters grauen in a table, 


All thempziſes of Ferxles out ok doute, 


Was in tho dayes holde koz the beſt knyght. 


Of all his ſtuſle, and people incomperabie, 
Ind of his nombze and his great rout: 

The whiche table couered was without, 
Full ſubtelly withe wexe yplaned plapne, 
That of his londe there was no letter leyne, 


Thus was thentent of Xerxrſes firſt diſcured 
Unto the grekes,and all his falſe wozkyng:; 


But in one thinge they greatly were aſſured, 


Df truſt they had by expert knowlegyng 
n Leonidas their noble famous kyng, 


ych amog grekes of pzowes x fozelight, 


Ol chyualxy called the lode ſterre, (chene, 
The ſonne of knighthod $ one ſobzyghte x 
The bearer bp both in peace and warre 

And ſtrongeſt pyller, his party to mapntene: 


The grekes ryght hande their nobleſſe to ſu⸗ 
Carboncle ot armes, myzroꝛ of policie,cſtene, 


And lureſt capitapne a felde to tule and gye. 


And as mpne auttour remebzeth in his boke 
Howe in this caſe he was natrecheles, 
But in all haſte four thouſand men he toke 
To let the wayes and comyng of Serxſeg: 
Ind by an hyll called Thermophiles, 
Where Perciens began firſt their voyage, 
De knyghtly caſt to ſtoppe their paſſage, 


And ſecretly eſpyeng the comyng 

Df kyng Xerrles with ſtronge apparaple, 
He lyke a knyght made no tarying 

Chaſe out. bi. hũdꝛed armed in plate t maile, 
Whiche in luche caſe might moſte auaple, 
And in defence and helpe ok their countre, 
Wolde rather dye, than from the kelde to ũe. 


And touertly they toke their lodgyng, 
Ind kept them clole tyll it dzough to nyght, 
And at their dyner them ſelfe refreſhyng 


So as they ſate in ſteele armed bzight, 
The kyng abzayde lyke a manly knyght, 


In to the felde afoze they chulde gone, 
Ryght thus he lapd amonge them euerpchon: 


Spꝛs(quod he)nowe dyne merely, 

And with good wyne affozce pour cozage: 
Lyke good knyghtes in poꝛpole fynally, 

Fo lyfe noꝛ dethe nat turning your byſage, 


But of aſſent caſte in pour paſſage, 


Is ye here dyne nowe tn eſpeciall, 
Toſuppe at night with goddes * 


ö e 
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This to meane ye hal yourſelfe teoparte 
As hardy knightes pzoudly to pꝛouide, 
Within the felde alondze nat departe, 

But kepe cloſe and foz no dzede deuide, 

De ſy2e of wozhyp make to be your gyde, 
pour expert nobleſſe eternally toauaunce, 
By quicke repozte of newe remembzaunce, 


And haue thys day nothyng in memozy 
Nother your ryches, blode, ne your kinrede, 
Saue only hope and good truſt of victozy, 
Ind hardi pzoweſle pou to conducte and lede: 
And thinke knightli what chalbe your mede 
With marcial palmes your renome # name, 
In the higheſt place ſet in the houſe of fame. 


Ind though ye be but a fewein nombze 
Let inyour hertes one thyng be fantaſyed, 
While diuilion dothe younat encombz?2 
Uictozy in armes may vou nat be denied: 
Foz nothyng is to conqueſt moze applied, 
Than true accoꝛd amõg your lelf to chew, 
Though you in nombꝛe be but verey few, 


But by this connſaple ſyngulerly notable, 
And by this knightes kingly good langage, 
They tecomfoꝛted held them (zlfe able 
Agapne their komen to hold their paſſage: 
Ind fyꝛſt ok al of hertelye pzoude cozage, 
The Percicns moze moztally togreue, 
Within their tentes,they fyll on them at eue. 


They of Perce ydꝛowned were with wyne, 
This to lap, thꝛough their great erceſſe, 
They lay and ſlept lyke as dꝛonkenſwyne, 
Their watche nat kept:lo how Þ dꝛökẽne ſſe 
Cauſeth oft of very recheleſneſſe, 

Ful many a man that wyl nat take kepe, 
Foz to be murdꝛed a nightes whan thei ſie pe 


And as this kyng dyd his knyghtes lede, 
The Perciens tentes aſſapling (odaynlye, 
©: they were ware oz toke any hede 

Them foz to affray they made an hidons cri: 
Defence was none vpon their party, 

Foz men may knowe by olde erperyence, 
In folkes dzonke may be no reſtſtence, 


Out of nombze they Nongh of their fone, 
Ind ceaſed nat of all thelonge nyght, 

Tyll on themozowe that the ſonne Cone, 
That to beholde it was an vgly ſyght: 

Ind pꝛoude Terxſes put anone to flyght, 
Euer the laſt that wold his fone aſſayle, 


of John Bochas Leaf. bi. 


Ind ape the fir that fledde in batayle. 


In his flight ſo faſt away he ran, 

Foz therin was holy all his truſt, 

Ind ok great trauayle anon this Xerres gan 
Ok toward dꝛede, to haue lo great athurite, 
So dꝛy he was of alte, ſond, and duſt, 

Ind by the way ſerching ferre and nere, 

He nother founde wel ne rinere. 


Ofauenture amyery ground he fand, 
The water troubled, and blody of colour, 
And Xerxles there dzake water w his hande 
Him to rekrech in his deedly labour: 

And as he thought he neuer dzanke lycour 
To him moze holſom, lo trayt ode the caſe, 
Confecte with ſpices, pyment .noz ypocras. 


This was the firſt miſchefe and the dꝛede 
In which Xerres the mighti pzince Node, 
Here men may ſe (uch as lyſt take hede 
Howe gery foztune furyous and wode, 

Wil not (pare toz riches noz foz goode, 
Mighty pꝛinces which lyſt not God to know, 
From their eſtates to bʒing them ful lowe, 


O hatefull ſerpent ofhygh pꝛeſumpcion, 
Iye vnſtable with gredy vlurpyng, 

By newe trouble ot fatſc ſedicion, 

Which lyſt of pꝛyde recciue no warnyng, 
Foz nowe Ferxſes of Perce# Mede byng, 
Purpoſed hath with odyons apparaile, 
The temple ofgods contagioully taſſay{e, 


Foꝛ as him thought it myght nat ſuffice 

To great example of his contrarious pꝛyde, 
Howe here tokozne god did him chaſtyle 

By mannes hande, to ſet his pompe aſyde: 
But nowe of newe he gan agayne pꝛouyde 
By lacrylege his mighty hand to dꝛeſſe, 

To ſpople Apollo, reue hym his richeſſe. 


There was in Delos a temple thylke day, 
Moſte ſtately builded and ſet vp by maſons 


Great pmages, relyques, and ryche aray. 


Ok golde and ſtones in ſondry manſpong: 
And there Appollo to ſondꝛy queſtpons 
Paue redy anlwere, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
And he was called Jppollo Delphicus. 


Four thouſand men Lerxſes thyder ſent 
By his auice choſe out foz the nones, 
Ful cienly armed, and as they thether went 
(To (poyle the temple of * and rich 11 

| Us ith 


Y 
\ 
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with lodain leuin thei wer bꝛẽt nech a bones, 
With tempeſt, thundze, hapl, & hydous rein, 
Conſumpt echone, and neuer after leyne. 


The great Apollo whiche chineth bzyghte in 
Had of this Xerxes great indignaciõ, (heuin 
Which made his people be conlũpt wleuin 
In cruel puniching of his pꝛeſumpcion: 

pet he purpoſed to his confulion, 

Syth on the land he nothyng myght wyn, 
Upon the ſee anew werre to begin, 


Gan to make ſo great an ozdynaunce, 
That his nauy conered all the ſee: 

Pet Neptunus thought him not to enhaunre 
Within her boundes to haue no lyberte. 

Fo: Themyſtocles with a ſmall meyny 
Belyde a cytie called Salamine, 

Him and his ſchyppes bzought vnto rupne. 


pet as J fynde this pꝛoud kyng Xerrſes 


ad on his party Thempdoꝛa, the quene 


Of Halcarnois which put her ſelf in pꝛees 
Armed in plates that hone ful baight a chene. 
Ind thenarme of Berxſes to ſuſte ne, 

This woman faught lyke a fell wolueſſe, 


And manp a greke that day che did oppꝛeſſe. 


It was a ſtraunge meruaple foꝛ to here: 

To ſe a woman lo ſturdy of vyſage, 

pet men expert all day may ſe and lere, 
They be by nature ful craell of cozage, 

Aad no cowardes found of their langage: 
Set at aſſay and than it hall be (ene 

Wher they be ferfull their quarell to ſuſtene. 


They mai of mekenes Gew a fayzepzetence, 
Some lerpent is ok colour lyluer chene: 

Ind ſome ftoures ful freſh of apparente 
Growe on thyſtels rough, arp. and kene. 
Ind ſome that ben angelyke to (ene, 

And very heuenly with their golden treſſes, 
Ben at a pꝛeke verye lponeſſes. 


To (ay the ſothe a pooze man may be chent, 
J dare no moꝛe ſpeke of this matere, 

But kyng Xerxles foz all his pꝛoud entent, 
All his nauy and his people pfere 
Were put to flight, & outraied of the ir chere: 
Their Gyppes dzowned amonge the waues 
That none abode of al that multitude. (rude 


Kyng Xerrſes hurt and wounded moztally, 
Unnethes he might the great payne endure, 


His quakyng hert quit him ſo cowardly: 
On lee and lande ſuche was his auentute. 
And yet agapne his damages to recure, 
The hunoꝛed. M. ot feyghters her gan tall, 
Upon grekes of newe foꝛ to fall, 


A mighty Duke called Mardonpug, 

Was captayne made his people toz to lede, 
But Thyemiſtocles(min auctoz telleth thug) 
Knowing of Xerrſes the cowardnes # dzede, 
A lettre made foz to be (ent in dede: 
Enfourming him by grekes greate outrage, 


ow ok his bzidge was bzoken the paſſage, 


Df which maruayle when ther came tidinge 
To king Xerxles,he after anon ryght 

As he that was aferde of ech thynge, 

Full lyke a cowarde tooke him to the flyght; 
Fled in a bote lyłe a coward knyght, 

Ok al his people there were no moze pleyne, 
To awapte vpon him laue a chamberleyne, 


Ill his people departed here and vonder 
Standyng in miſchefe a great indygence, 
To many a coaſt they wer and rode a ſonder, 
Pyned with hunger, lacked their diſpence: 
pPunthhed alſo wyth vnware peſtplence, 
Feble oft trauayle, myght not endure 

Foz impotence to carpe their armure, 


Alas eche way lay ful of carapnes, 
The ſoyle with blode ſtayned, and the grene, 
The apꝛe terrible of pathes and of plaines, 
That no man might it endure noz ſuſtene, 
The lauout was ſo odyous and vnclene: 
Rauenous toules ful homely in their ſight, 
Them ſelfe to fede vpon the cozle alyght. 


Thze hundꝛed. M. ol Perciens were ſlapne, 
Which Mardonpus afoze full pzoudly lad, 
Of which tiding king Xerxſes was not fapn, 
But foꝛ diſtreſſe and ſozow gan to mad: 
And one the laſt miſchefe that he had 

Was whan Thimon, a noble grekich knight, 
Xerxcs diſcomfited,and put his men to flight 


This Thymon was ſonne to Melciades, 
His father whilom of Athenes kyng. 
Whichlaſt of all outrayed hath Terxles, 
Saue of his ende there fyll another thyng: 
Artabanus full ſleyghty of werkyng 
Which to Ferxſes was not ſuſpect in dede, 
Compaſſed his dethe, in Bochas as J 8 
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This Artaban was pꝛoueſt of hys houſe, 
Ind an officer moſt eſpecvall: 

With his ſeuen e dilpitous, 
Upon a nyght fur pous and fatall, 

Fyll vpon Xerxles in his palapes ropai: 

Ind in his ſtoꝛy as it is remembzed, | 
On pieces ſmall they haue him dilmembzed, 


Chis was of Xerxſes the laſt fpnal mede, 
Ok his high pꝛide the funetall guerdon: 

Fro his two kingdomes of Perce and Mede 
toward foꝛtune hath hym plucked doun: 
What may auayle the domination 

Of ſuch pꝛinces as hold them lelte euyn 

Foz to be egall with goddes hyghe in heuyn⸗ 


Men lift not know ſuch chaũges foz no pꝛele, 
And namely pzinces in their puiſaunces, 
Againſt erthly parels# all woꝛldlye milchefe 
(They can pzouyde theim , let oꝛdynaunces, 
As they that dꝛede foztunes varyaunces: 
But to God ward they take ful lytel hede, 
Foz the great riches which they do pollede, 


Jt they may heare of an erthe quaue 
Tofoze it fall,oz any token ſe, _ 

Than wyl they go anon them ſelf to ſaue 
Out ok their houles, ⁊ from the townes lle 
Co put their life the moze in ſuerte, 

Leſt their building made of lo great coltage, 
Fyll vpon them in that moꝛtall tage. 


Oꝛ il an hoꝛle ronne oute of his ſtable, . . 
B2tkehis tolere, thicke, double, and longe, 
Men wyl oꝛdayne a locke of yzon able 

To tzepe hym in, be he neuer lo ſtronge: 

Ind thus men can redzeſſe euery wzonge 
Touching the body by great auyſeneſſe, 
Saue foz the loule they wyl nothing xedzeg, 


Whan a rpuer paſſeth ferrehis boundeg, 
Bopleth vpward, fyndeth noreſiſtence, 
Wynneth land, and ouerfloweth groundes, 
Dꝛowneth townes with his vpolence, 
pet men wyl trauayle to fynde a defence: 
Td turne her cours ſom way hal be ſought, 
But toward god me thike lytell oz nought, - . 


Agaynlt lickenes men lede medicines, 
„ 
e in pyyligeto p 
Them todyereintheir travſgreſſions, .. 
Keſtozatpues,andee confeccions, , 
But vnto Godward in this pzeſent ipte, 


* 


Ttaf.lxx viii. 
Men not trauaple foz no confoztatpfe. 


175 their bodies wyl put in diſtreſſe 
k kalle delpze, and couetous feruence, 
1 and wyn great ryches, 
DSuffre colde, labour, and vpolente, | 
Ind nother ſpare foz gold,noz foz dyſpence, 
To vnderkonge perylles, of vayngio:y 
Only foz thynges that ben tranlitoꝛp. 


They paſſe mountains,# many hidous roch, 
In hope it Huld to their entent auayle, 

To many moꝛtal mouſtre they appzocize, 

And many bncouth ſea they ſaple, AH 
Jeopart their lyfe in warre and in bataple, - 
By many a daunger,# mani ſtreyt they ride, 
Foz wozldly treaſoz which wyl not abide, 


But toward goodes that ben perdurable, 
Full lytle oꝛ nought their hertes they encline: 
Noz to the heuenly company moſt notable, 
They wpl not lyft vpnother heedne eyne, 
Toward the ſpheres of Phebus and.Lucine, 
Caſtyng their ſtremes to vs from ferre, 
Which toconlidze all wozidly men done erre. 


Ohat myght auaple the great touetylſe 
fkyng er tles, in his eſtate royal: 
Ol the gret people which re haue herd deniſe 
Ten hundꝛed. M. the people was nat (mall, 
But fo2 all that he had an hydous fal, 
Whan that he was (as tofoze is remembzed) 
On pieces tmale piteoully diſmembzed, 


- - ©. eSLenuoye, 


His agen put vs in remembꝛaũce 
| Ok ß vnliker klateryng a biyndneſle 
Both ok foztune, and of her vattaũce, 
And of her 2 ktoward doublenes, 
n Zerrſeg ſhewed foz all his ryches: 
o vs declaring plainly in figure, 
A raupuous pzince map no whyle cndure, 


Kyng verxſes had bnder his obeyſaunte 
Al PerceandMWede(the tozt bereth witnes) 
* all br 180 Jon — 
Co ſtaunche the etyke gredyneſſe: 
A fret ot hailing aal Ene ſuch diſtreſe, 

ole fpne declared by tecoꝛde of ſcripture, 
I tauinous pzince map no whyle endure. 


He made alſo an odious ozdynaunce, 
Df (urquedyhis yo dzelle, 
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To robbe the gods, maugre their pniſaunce, 
And ſpoyle the temples, of their fro wardnes 
Take their treaſozs agayn all rightwiſnes: 
But they him chewed, ol lodayne auenture, 
A rauinous pzince may no whyle endure, 


Great Xppollo toke on his men vengeaunce, / 


With vnware tempeſt fo al their (turdines, 
Leuin x thunder bzought them to milchatice: 
Guerdon moſt able agapn the falſnes 

In pꝛinces hertes,aye playnly to expꝛes 
Vho by rauyne riches wyl recure, 

God wyl nat ſuffre him longe to endure. 


Noble p:inces ſtable in pour conftaunce, 
pe that deſyze to ſtand in (ykernes, 
Remembxꝛe oft vpon the fatal chaunce 
Ok pꝛoud Xerxſes, and his curſednes, 
pour life diſpoſing in pour hygh noble 8: 
If that ye lyſt your ſtates to aſſure, 
Eſchue raupne, and ye (hal long endure. 


The. xi. Chapter. 


How Artabanus murdzed king Xerx- 
les, and howe hym lelle 
was murdꝛed after, 
Ext theſe tragedies weping # dolerous 
2 Ohyle Bochas ſtint a wold haue be in 
A knight appered called Irtabanus,. (pees, 
Wyhyche had afozne murdzed Kerxſes, 
And gan his complaynt foz to put in pꝛees: 
Full concludyng, to ſpeke in woꝛdes playne, 
Vho vleth murdze by murdze (hal be llapne. 


This Artabanus by reco2d of wziting, 

With verxles pꝛouoſt whylom as J rede, 
Falſiy conſpyꝛed by * ok his wozkynge, 
Foz to be kynge bothe of Perce and Mede: 
Hauing ſeuen lounes which that wer in dede 
Wozthy knyghtes, manly, and right ſtronge, 
Albe their father was let to do great wong. 


Foz he pzeſumed by bſurpacion, 

Jn Perceand Mede to quench þ clere lyght: 
nd trouble the lyne of tut ſucceſſion. 

Foz lo as he of fozce,and nat of ryght 

Nothyng teſemblyng to a trewe knight, 

The murdꝛe of Xerrſes falfly did oꝛdapne, 

Right lo he caſt tomurdze his ſonnes twain, 


Ind to conclude playnly, and not tarye, 
This ſayd kyng that calledwas Xerx(es, 


And that other colled Irtaxerrſi 


Had two lonnes, the pongeſt _ Dary, 
es: 
which as the ſtozy reherceth.,douties 


Dere by dilcent bozne to ſuccede 
Atter their father, to reign in Perce Mede. 


| Cknow 
The murdꝛe of verxſes outward was vn« 
Noz how Irtabanus had þ treſon wzought, 
Tylafterwarde within a lytel thzowe, 
He had of ne we fozged out and ſought 
Fals odious trains, that wer neuer thought, 
Told Artaxerſes as he gan with him rown, 


Howe Dary caſt to occupy the croun. 


And how the dethe of #erxſes was ozdained 
Only by Darp, and by none other wight. 
wher vpon, which ought be complapned, 
Irtarerrſes pꝛouided anon right | 

The (laughter of Dary,# ſo agapn all ryght 
This pounge bzother in his innocence, 
Was falſly ſlaine and did none offence, 


Pe wote by whom this treſon wascompaſſed, 
Twenebzethern twain to make diuiſion, 
The yonger llayne and nothyng trelpaled, 
Moſte re dy way to the diſtruccion 

Ok Artaxerxſes, oz in concluſpon, 
Whan the bzethernemurdzed were in dede, 
Irtabanus thought to ſuccede. 


But Artaxerxles by plapne inſtruction 

Ok one that was called Baccarus, 

By tokens knewe the couert falſe treaſon 
Ok this afozeſayd double Irtabanus: 

And howe that he by trapnes outragyous, 
Had Xerxſes flapne(as ye haue herd tofozne) 
And Dary appeched, wherby he was lone. 


But this bncouth ſtraũge treaſon wꝛought 
Whan Irtaxerrſes had knowlegyng, 

By great aduile wapes hehath (ought, 
Irtabanus to bzyng vnto retzenpnge: 

But ſpecpally he dzed him of one thyng, 

De feble was to bzyng this thing about, 
Ok hys ſruen{onnes he had lo great doute, 


But fo to accomplythe fully his entente 

Ful ſecretly this was his ozdynaunce, 

To al the wozthy he hah his letters ſent 
Dwellyng in Perce, vnder his obeplaunte, 
Without excuſe oz lenger atrendaunce 
Irmed echone, and in eſpecpall | 
To come in haſte,vbnto htsconrte royall. 


_ Cauſe 


: of John Bochas. 


Cauſe oftheir coming was to them not know 
The kynges purpoſe was holden lecre, 

And kept lo cloſe both from hye and lowe, 
Chat to his meanyng no man was pꝛiue: 
Except the kyng (ayd he woulde le 

What number of men, it it come tonede, 
In his defence he myght gather and lede. 


And among other came Artabanus 
Unto the tourt, and liſt not foꝛ to fayl 

A man that was cruell and couragious, 
Full offleyghteg in all his gouernayle, 
Whiche thilke tyme armed was in maple, 
Fo: he with him none other armurelad, 


Saue on his backe an haburion he had. 


Than Artaxerſes beyng in his ren 
To him abꝛaped of falle affection, 
Foz that my mayle wanteth of his length, 

J woulde with the chaunge myne habur ion: 
The tother hauyng none euyll ſuſpection, 
Ungy2t him ſelfe would no lenger abide, 
Bothe lwoꝛde a dagger caſt the farre aſide, 


Ind while that he thzew ok his haburion 

Ind with the mayle topped was his light, 
He being naked, foꝛ hoztroncluſion - 

The king out pulleth a (wozde kene # bꝛyght 
And thꝛough the hert he roue him anon right; 
And after that of indignacion, 

Toke his ſeuen ſonnes,# caſt them in pzyſon, 


Ok their ende what choulde J mozeendite, 
Noꝛ of their death make digreſſion: 
God may his vengeaunce a while reſ 
But murder wyll out # all ſuche treaſ 
Ind foꝛ Artabanus had a condicion 
Falſely to murder cas pe tofoꝛe haue ſe 
W vnware murder guerdoned was ageyne, 


Thus euer murder requireth faz his wages, 
Slaunder impoꝛtable odpous to heare, 

I woꝛde diffamous molt foule in all ligages 
Che ſounde hozrible by repoꝛt to appeare, 
A clips during whole darknes may not cleare 
Foz this woꝛde murder moſt vgly & bnfayze 


By a rehearſyng infecteth all the ayze« 
¶ The. xi. Chapter. 
Chow duke Palantes a | 


red theim of Miſſene foz raui⸗ 
Gyngtheirmaydens, - + -/- 


Leaf.lrrir. 


Ann death and fatall caas, | 
And piteous murder of Frtabanusg; 
Next in oꝛder appeared to Bochas | 
A mighty duke called Palantus, - | 
Sonne ofa knyght named Arathug, 
Which was exiled, though he no treaſon ment 
Out of his citye that called was Tarent. 


Upon his exyle he ſoze gancomplayne, . 
Belechyng Bochas to get him a ſpace 
Within his boke to wzite his greuous payne, 
Albe 22 he whilom ſtode in grace, 

By glad alſpectes of foztunes face: 

Foz che him rapſed by fauour of her might, 
To dukes eſtate from a poze knyght, 


But cereouſly this matter to conuey, 

How he was made duke and gouernour, 
Whan Sparteyns gan moztally warrey 
Againſt Miſlenes, as layth mine auctour, 
With great coſtage and diligent labour, 
And cauſe was this, foꝛ they w mighty hand 
Rauithed by fozce all maydens of the lande. 


Foz this people now named Spartenois, 
As the ſtoꝛy clerely can deuiſe, 

Were called afoze Lacedemonois, 

In armes pꝛoued manly and ryght wiſe: 
And while they did a ſolemne ſatrifiſe 
Unto their goddes, the people of Meſſeny. 
Rauiched their maydens 02 they it did elpy. 


On whiche w2onge foz to do bengeaunce, 
The Spartenois caught indignacion, 
Ind of aſſent with all their whole puiſſaunee, 


. Theylayed a liege rounde about the toun: 


And ok one wyll and one affection 
They made a bowe þ ſiege when they begon, 
Neuerto depart tyll the towne were won, 


Afoze the towne fully ten pere they lay, 
Ind fro the liege as they had made their othe, 
(They not departed neyther night noz dap, 
But ſtyll abode and not a ſunder gothe: 
Tyerof their wiues at home were wzothe, 
To their huſbandes a meſſengere they ſent, 


Under thele woꝛdes, declaryng theit enteut. 


Sayd it was not actoꝛdyng with reaſon 
(They like widowes to liue diſconſolate, 
Without comfozt oz conſol ation, 
Fatre frõ their huſbandes to ſtande deſolate, 
long dene wüld Non an hold biede) 
Aa & ecye man Wo e5 
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 Thzugh diners ſicknes þ fal in womanhede. 


The tyde abydeth nat foꝛ no maner man, 
Noz ſtynt her courſe toz no creature: 
And harde it is as we reherce can, 
_ Typnge to withſtand that cometh of nature: 
Darme done by kynde is froward to recure, 
Ind there is founde full lytell ſykerneg, 
Where as nature affozceth bꝛotylne ſſe. 


This lytell onde ought ynongh ſuffyſe, 

To declare domage that mayfall 

By longe abſence, folkes that ben wiſe 
Somtune departed agayn men may nat cal, 
That ſeldome is ſene in toute doth appall, 
And nothing maketh moe wpues erre 
Than dilceueraũce of folke that be in werre. 


This was theffect plainly inſubſtaunte, 
Sent to their huſbandes which at þ ſege laf, 
Complayniag they had had no pleſaunce 
Space ok ten pete, as in loues play: | 
Eat de lolate, in loꝛowe, and great affrap, 
Their lyfe they lad, aſfyzmyng in ſentence, 
Cauſe of their cõſtrait, was their log ablẽce. 


Ind whan the letters were at the liege rad 
Tofoze the cytie in all their moꝛtal ſtrpues, 
They were aſtonied and gan to ware lad, 
Aud very wery almoſt of their [yues, 

Foz to conlibꝛe the complaint of their wiues: 
Tyl their captayne a remedy out (ought, 
By whole counlayl euen thus they wzought. 


Firſt old knightes that the ſiege lwoꝛne 


Jt fo2 to acromplich,and caſt them to be true 


Dis counſayl was as they had hight befozn 
Co hold their pꝛomiſe, x therkoꝛ nothing rue: 
But yonge knightes that were come of new, 
Mygyt as they lyſt frely at their wyll 
Chole whether they wold go oꝛ byde ſtyll. 


2r>d herupdn foz their moft auaple  (brafice 


In haſte their captayne as made is remem- 
Ok high pꝛudence gaue them this connſaile, 
That knyghtes old, lych their aſſuraunce, 
Shuld of the liege haue che gouernaunce: 
And pong knightes moſt freſh + welbeſeyne, 
Shuld from the liege home beſent agepne. 


They made among the a ſtraũge oꝛdinaunte, 
It their home compng, without diflerenee 
To enterchaſige their wyues foz pleſaunte: 
And take her firlt that tame to his prelente, 


This was thaccozde among them in ſentẽce, 
Moſte redy wap to their opinion 
To engendzure and pꝛocreacion. 


There was amonge th? quarel nother ſtryfe 
Jn this mater,noz no varyaunce, 

Foz eueryman miſuſed others wyfe, 

To their deſyzes as was to them pleaſaunce: 
And thus childzen thzugh this ozdynaunce 
That were engendzed, the caſe is thus befal, 
Parthenois men did them after cal. 


Dyich in our tong to ſpeke in wozds plain, 
Ifrer the greke who lyſt conſydzeand ſe, 

Js no moꝛe playnip foz to ſapne, 

(Than thilk chyldzen which engendzed be 
In auoutry:wherfoze in that countre 
Parthenots of tuſtome they were named, 
Bozne of wombes which that were diffamed 


The falſe occaſion of tops auoutry 

Cauſed after great miſchefe and domage; 
That no man coude as foz his partye, 

By lucteſſion whan he came to age, 

By tytleof right clayme his herytage: 

Fo: where a lyne fallly dothe pzocede, 
Hard is to know by right who al ſuccede. 


The diſturbaunee of falſe ſucceſſion, | 
And tytels clatmedaffozced w great myght, 
here that auoutry hath dompnacion 
Ind is ſuppozted of wyl and not of ryght, 
And clapm of trouth hath loſt his clere light: 
Though their parties mighti be and ſtrong, 
God wyll nat ſuffre they Chall endure longe. 


Ind Parthenois payſing all theſe thynges 
Howe falſe aſſuraunce was in their lynage, 
The gentle bloud troublcd firſt of kynges, 
Foz no man knew of high noz lowe parage 
His owne father, by lpkelyneſſe of vylage: 
Noz father none by his great erroure, 
Coude peue no tytie to his luccefſour. 


Wherbpon folowed a great miſchaunte, 
Hateful to heare, though the countte: 
Eche man troubled in his countenaunce 
Who hulde clayme by any lyberte 

Co entre his lande, oz to ſtande fre: 

Such doute they had eche man foz his party, 
Do impoꝛtabte was their auoutry. 


his great miſchefe, who ſotaketh hede, 
By longe pꝛoces made the to know and 1 I 


How they were able, as by likelihede, 
Foꝛ their outrages to fall in pouertie: 
Ind ofaſſent they caſt them foꝛ to flie 
Under a captain by ſtrong and — hand 
Foz that countrey to wyn (one other lande. 


And as J rede, they chaſe duke Palantug 
Ok whom J ſpake,to gouerne the paſſage, 
Tahkyng no leaue the ſtozye telleth thus: 

It their depar begynnpng their vyage, 
They were lo conkuſe ofchere and of vylage, 
Foz there was none of that great route, 

To chole his father but Phe ſtode in dout. 


(They helde them lelues very aſhamed, 

And foꝛ chame out ofthe lande they went, 
Like people diſclaundered and diffamed, 
Thzough the auoutry to which they did aſſet: 
Ind to acitye that called was Tarent, 
Which ſtant in Pole a mighty ſtronge cotitry 
This duke Palantus came with his meynp. 


And there he put thzough his great myght, 
(The citizpns out of that citye, 

Ind gate Tarent full lyke a manly knyght, 
And there abode in long pꝛolperitie, 

As gouernour and duke of that countrey, 
Tyil that his people by falſe colluſion, 

Him to depatue (ought out occaſion, 


They him exiled whan he was fall in age, 
Lo what it is in commons to aſſure, | -- 
Stozmy of hart, vnſure of their courage, 
That ſelde 02 neuer their frendchyp dothe en⸗ 
Men map to day their fauour recure, (dure: 
And to mozow(let ſet it at a pꝛefe) | 


They ratheſt hinder wha men be at miſcheke, 
© The:ritii. Chapter, 


c Of Ceſon Quincius eriled,and 
Graccus taken pzy- 
loner, | 


Lean no moꝛe rehearte ol Palantes | 
Duke and leader of Parthenois, 
But J wyll tell how Ceſon Quincing 
Came befozeBochas w a full piteous vopte, 
Bis tale gan howGraccus prince of Equois, 
Bothe at ones gan their ſonge entune, 
Molt dolekully to playne on foztune, | 
1 | | 
This myghty pꝛynte Ceſon Quinciug | 
Complayned firſt as made is mencion, 


of John Sochas 


Teak. lxti: 


How they of Rome wer contrarious 

And felly wzought to his deſtraction, 

Ind full vniuſtiy baniched him the toun: 
And notwithſtandyng he was a dictatour, 
Him to cofounde they did their bulp laboure. 


Caulſe othis exyle tompaſled as J rede. 


That he was ſlowe they layd and negligent, 
Him to defende, touchyng appeale in dede 
Which again him was bzought of falle entct: 
pet Cyncinatus his father, by aſſent 

Payde foꝛ amendes as ſayth cronytlers, 
Met out of lande dꝛaught of thze arblaſters; 


Pet his enemies would not be content, 


But pꝛocede that he was exiled, 


Did extoꝛcion of his iudgement, 

Is in his ſtoꝛy full playnly is compyled: 

He after neuer myght be recontyled, 
Whiche J haue pitye to put in remembzatice, 
So litle offfce ould haue ſo great vẽgeauce 


Graccus of Rome called Cloellus | 
zince of Equois mine auctour ſaith 8 lame, 
as in his time notable and glozious, 
Ind a great duke full renoumed of fame: 
But how ß people of Equois toke their name 


- Under luppoꝛt that no man haue diſdayne, 


J will the pꝛoceſſe here declare in certaine. 


John Bochas layth there is a nation 
Whiche that firſt were called Hunoys, 

And ſecondly alſo by ſucceſſion 

Ok full long tyme named Anathois: 

Ind alderlaſt men called them Equois, 
Like as J trow (mine auctoz ſaith theſame) 
Ot yozle molt \lwytt, they toke firſt the name. 


And as it is remembꝛed in ſentence, 

By their manhode, and famous har dines 
Agapyne Jlexander they made ſtrong defence 
On hox\backe thzough their great lwiftnes: 
Beſyde the hyll( playnly to expzeſſe) 

Whiche in cronicles is called Caucaſus, 
(Thys people of Equois were vyctozyous, 


To they nobles playnly as J fynde, 
Nothyng in earth was moze expedient 
In their cõqueſt of Ethiope and Inde, 
As h oꝛʒſe molt ſ(wyft, leruyng their entente: 
Cher by conqueryng all the Ozyent, 
So great pzowes was in their paſſage, 


That Equois bzought all Egypt to leruage. 


Thus 


— 


Thus where euer Equois did abyde, 
[They gate great good to their poſleſſion: 

And Graccus was their gouernour and gide 
Wyiche by his ſtrength and falle ſuggeſtion, 
Againe the Komayns fyll in great reveilion, 
But to wſtand him they lent out anonrygyt, 
Cincinatus pꝛoued a full good knyght. 


De was well truſted and knowe tn the toun, 
Ind fox his pzudence choſen a Dictatour, 
His lyuelode (mall and his poſſeſſton, 

Albe he was a wozthy warriour: (bour, 
Wyiche hath vainquiched by his knyghtly la⸗ 
The laid Graccus,fozall his wozthy power, 
And home to Rome bꝛought him pꝛyſoner. 


Cyncinatus in his chare was ſet, 

Called Quincius foꝛ this great victozy, 

And moſt lolemnely wyth Senatours met, 
Which paue to him foz to encreace his glozy, 
Laude oftryumphe,to put him in memozp: 
Ind Graccus after foz his rebellion, 

With chapnes bounde, caſt in darke pꝛylon. 


Ind there he dyed in full great miſchefe, 
Ikter his conqueſtes,firſt famous + notable, 
An euidence to vs anda great pzefe 

How {o2tune is ape falſe and vnſtable, 

Euer double, frowarde, and decepuable, 

T he fall of Graccus declare gan full wele, 
That whylom late ſo hygh vpon her whele. 


| ¶ The.riitt. Chapter, 
C Here Bochas rehearſeth the tyꝛannp 


of Fpyus.and falſenes of 
 radges, 


otwilandynge Bochas befoze hath 
uwe, 


Ok Apius the falſenes impoꝛtable, 
Ind his outrages a (urfetes many folde, 


To be remembꝛed hatefull and repꝛeuable, 


Pet as hym thought it was here cöuenable, 
To moꝛe rebuke and ſpottyng of his name 
New to rehearſe his llaunder and defame. 


The great offences of this Apius,/, 
And oppzeſſton that he vpon him toke, 
Made hym grow lo inly couetous, 
Though his rauyne þ all the people quoke: 
As ye map le in the leconde boke, 
Where myne auctour doth clerely ſpecifp 
His fraude in domes, and his lechery. 


The thirde boke 


Eke thys tyꝛant remembꝛed pe may rede, 
Chiefe iudge he was with other officers, 
Called decemvir,# thꝛough his pꝛyde in dede 
Agayn the cuſtome of theimÞ were his leres, 
He made be bozne ſtanderdes and baneres, 
In other wyſe, ot hygh pꝛelumption, 

Then ved were befozne in Rome toun, 


Theſe iudges had a cuſtome and manere 
Litze their eſtates, in theyzgouernaunce, 


Eche after him to haue boꝛne a bannere, 


Where they went, ſuche was their oꝛdinaũte 
By twelue ſergeaũtes numbꝛed in lubſtaũce: 
But Apius of pꝛyde and great outrage, 
Pchaunged haty that cuſtome and blage. 


De fyꝛſt oꝛdeyned eche Gould in his place 
Dk Decembir,hane a banner bone 
In their walkyng the people to manace, 
An hundzed men of armes them befozne, 
And twenty ouer(by a ſtatute [wozne) 
Wherby the citye bare great coſte in dede, 
And all the people were put in feare « dꝛede. 


To le the largeaũtes walke in plate # maple 
They thought it was ainaueylous wozking 
—— to gs wyth luche apparayle 

u their pꝛoceadyng as eche had ben a kyng: 
And whole the entent of Apius menyng 
Das that he ſhould of power and myght, 
Do what hym lyſt were it w2onge oz ryght, 


The ryghtfull punyche, and the gylty ſpare, 
Fauour wꝛonge foꝛ bꝛybes and fo2 mede, 
The people oppꝛeſled ſtode in ſoꝛow and care, 
Founde no ſuccoure to helpe the at their nede: 
Lawe was there none, foꝛ tealõ lay by dꝛede, 
Wyll was iudge, and pleaſaunce equitie, 
And thus by maiſtry was gouerned the citye, 


Ind as it is remembꝛed by Bochas, 

Fpius was lecherous of nature, 

And caught a quarel as ve haue herd the taas 
Agapnſt Uirginia, a mapde clene and pure: 
And foꝛ he ould nothyng in her tetute 
Touchyng his luſt, her father in that ſtryfe 
With a ſharpe ſwoꝛde made her loſe her lyfe. 


And foꝛ thys tyꝛant by falſe rybaudzy 
Cauſed her death by haſty — 


And foz heſhould her beauty not maiſtry 
m—_ a mapde in her chaſte innocence, 
Therkoꝛe he was demed in ſenten 
As is tofoze made cleare mencion, 


Foz 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Foz to be chapned and dye in pzyſon, 


Eke Decembvirloſt their power, 

And neuer in N ome after bare no name, 
Hoꝛ of that ſect was made none officer: 

Ind among all Fpius bare the blame, 
Whole cryme teboũdeth to his eternal Game 
As ye haue heard, who that can diſcerne, 
And tha Tribunes were chole koz to gouerne. 


And in Bochas like as it is found, 

The ſayd iudges in miſchefe did fyne, 
While Apius lay in pzyſon bounde 

Exiled were all that other nyne, 

(The good, the treaſure of them & their lyne, 
Icheted was foz choꝛt concluſion, 

To cõmon pꝛotite and encreaſe of the towne, 


CLenuop. 


T His little tragedy dothe oztly deuyſe 
What mtſchefe foloweth foz the great vn- 
Uſed in iudges, in many lundꝛy wiſe: (right 
Foz whan fauour blinded hath their ſyghr, 
And innocente is bozne downe wyth myght, 
In hys quarell pouerte may not pꝛocede, 
Bicauſe that trouth oppꝛeſſed is with mede. 


A judge ſhould of equitie deſpyſe 

To take gyftes of any maner wyght, 

And ready be all wꝛonges to chaſtice, 

From all gyftes turne away his ſyght, 

Dis hondes cloſe,his eares ſtoppe aryght. 
And be aye ware foz frendchyp, hate # dꝛede, 
That trouth be not oppzeſſed wyth mede, 


The noble doctryne and vertuous empaiſe 

Ok philoſophers that had ſo great inſyght, 
Das to theſe iudges Þ pꝛudent were & wiſe 
Foz frende oꝛ foe their domes be ſo dyght 

Hf PETR that the ſunne bꝛyght 
Eclypled neuer, leſt men foꝛ their falſehede, 

Repozt the right was put abacke foz mede, 


Noble pzynces ſuppoꝛtours of inftiſe, 

Called lode ſtarres to yeue the people Iyght, 
On Iptus let iudges not pꝛactiſe, 

Let trouthes lãpe be clere both day #nyght, 
Pour office payſedthat longeth to a knyght, 
Hold vp the balaũte of dome in your mihede, 
That law in iudges be not cozrupt with mede 


CBochas agaynſt the bntruth 
of iudges, 


of John Bochas 


Leaf.irtti. 


Upyng vpon the deathof Ipius, 

— hys rebukes fog hys greate ou⸗ 
y trage 

Bochas by wzityng wert ſomwhat yzous, 

Againe iudges falſe, thought in his cozage, 


They chould be ſad and demure of age, 


And their lyfe by vertue choulde dzawe 
To kepe the pꝛeceptes # ſtatutes of the lawe, 


They oughtof reaſon them ſelfe to habyle 
To haue ſcience of phyloſophy, 

And know theyz textes of canon and ciuple, 
And therupon their wittes whole to applp: 
Foz tunnyng iudges by pzudent policy 
Caule ozdinaunces in la we compꝛehended, 
Thzough rightful doom gretly to be cõmẽded 


| — of lawe dothe realmes enlumine, 


uſteineth trouth, ſuppoꝛteih innocence, 
Ok rauynours boweth down the chyne, 
Punycheth robbers foz their great oflence: 
Sluggy truauntes foz they2 negligence, 
And fayned beggers that greatly diſauaple, 
Conſtrapneth them to labour and trauaple. 


Founders of la we by antiquitie, 

Cauſed in landes was luffred none erroure, 
And made ol pzynces the royall mageſtie 

To chyne in woꝛchyp, by diligent labour: 
LOzeſted courages ot many conquerour, 
That their trytiphes no further uld attaine 
Than lawe of god and nature dyd ozdaine, 


VOyll was that tyme vnder ſubiection 

Of ryghtwilnes, by trouth full wel coceined: 
Senſualitye was ſeruaunt to realon, 

Ind frowardluſt was vnder locke ykeyed, 
Sentence of ſtatutes was not diſobeyed: 
The ryche did ryght thzough euery lande, 
Poꝛe folke lyued by labour of their hande, 


Loꝛdchyp ß tyme auoyded mayntenaunce, 
Holy churche lyued in per fitneſſe, 


| Knighthode tho dayes foz trouth whette his 


And falſe extozcion had none entreſſe, (laũce 
Marchaũtes winning tame al of rightwiſnes 
Artiticers the woꝛke day were not pdell, 
And bulines of labour helde the bzydell, 


Women that age farced were noz hoaned, 
Not they2 tayles were not lerpentyne, 


Wiſe men of folp, noꝛ clarkes wer not ſcozned | 


Whycye in ſcyence moſt frechely dyd hyne, 
Lawe dicherited none heyzes from they; — 
5 
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r The thirde boke 


Leſpugmongers found Þ time noſocours 
Ind klaterers were made thã no cökellours. 


This golden woꝛld flouryng in vertue, 
Boꝛne vp by loue, grounded on ſtablenes, 
Ok auoutty ſpꝛange out none iſſue:: 
Puces w doctrine eſtabliched their nobles, 
Pꝛeeſthod in pzater,knighthod in wozthines 
Ech thing by law ſtode vnder gouernaunce, 
Marchaũts by meſure t iuſt peis of balaũce. 


Firſt Phoꝛoneus by dyligent laboure 

Fonde out lawes,f kyng was of Argyues, 
The grekes ſtudy he giit w great honoure, 
This politick pzice auoided the from ſttiues, 
His ſtatutes kept duryng all their pues, 
Found firſt the maner (Bochas doth deuyle) 
Howe to Jupyter was made ſacrifyſe, 


Eke mighty Minos whilom kinge of Crete, 
Oꝛdapyned lawes agayne tranſgreſſions, 
To feare byrygou: foles that were vnmete, 
And ſtaunche of lurketes all occaſyons, 
Made foꝛ robbers mightye ſtronge pꝛiſons: 
And Dedalus his chefe artificere, _ 
Made labozinthes by diligence entere. 


Ind Merturie boꝛne by the ſtode ol Kyle 

As woziteth Lactance, was of Egipt kynge, 

Unto marchauntes dyd lawe firſte compyle 

Ok weight and meſure, to vſe in thaffaryng: - 

And foꝛ his wiſdome and excellent connyng, 

Ol olde poetes that whilom were lo wple, 
He called was God of marchaundyſe, 


Solon allo the beſt lawes made 
Is Ualery wꝛiteth, him ſelf to magnify; 
Athenienſes therot were full glad 
His great wyſdome whan they did eſpy, 
They fonde therin ſo muche policy, 
And euer he was redy fo2 to debate 
Agaxne tyzauntes, lo ſoze he dyd them hate. 


Kyng Lygurgus yet whilom dyd his cure 
To make lawes to comon auauntage, 
Ind that they chuld perpetually endure 
He made his people be ſwoꝛne ok euety age, 
| While that he went out on pilgrimage 
; Fro point to point to kepe them in certaine, 
Unto time that he came home agapne. 


And foꝛ his lawes wer of great ſubſtaunce, 
And pꝛofitable to enery comonte, 
He chaſe to liue in exile and penaunce, 


Aduotates that nowe done occupye 
All to falchede their wyttes they apply, 
8 | Such 


Neuer to reſoꝛt againe to his cite: 

That his ſtatutes by eternite 

Ohuld nat be broke, as pe haue herd tofoꝛne, 
By the cõuencion to which they were (wozn, 


To tomon pꝛofite had he ſuch tenderneſſe. 


That he fozſoke his kingdome and kinrede 
Toline in extle,his cozy beareth witnes; 
But oꝛ he dyed, as he lay bedzede, 
He bad his bones chuld be caſt in lede 
Amid the lee, fer out from the ſtrandee 
That his ſtatutes might in their ſtregth ſtãd. 


He eſchued eueryche occaſyon wot 6,1 

As a thyng hatefull,which was not fayze, 
That his tozſayd royall mighty touRͥnn 
Shuld bzeke their oth, becauſe of his repair; 
But touching that he put them in dilpapze, 
Caſt him neuer reſoꝛt in their dayes 

Leſt they wold bꝛeke the lẽtẽce of his la weg. 


The. x b.chapter. N | 
C Here Bochas maketh an ertlamacion of 


the extoꝛcion of the officers 
of Rome, 


Ie Bochas here maketh a digreſſis, 


And by rebuking caſt him to aſſayte 
# Thylke officers þ wer in Rome toun, 
Which by extozcion oppzeſſed the pozayle, 
Ind agapne iudges alſoof Jtaple, + ' 
Ind namely them that foz lucre oz mede 
Set trouth aſyde and toke of it none hede, 


He maketh agayne them an erclamacton, 
Such as to vertue were contrarious; 
And vnder colour and occaſyon 

Ok their offyce lyſt to be lecherous, 

Like condicioned vnto Fpinsg, 

And fynally as it was after ſene, 

Falle in their domes, a of their life bnclene, 


Ocquod Bochas)O trouth, o thou iuſtile, 
Wyhych in your nobles whilom dyd excel, 
Where in effect is now your exercyſe, 

wher is your wonhing alas wher do yedwel, 
Ok pour pꝛactike ful few men can tel, 

So ker put backe is nowe pour diſciplyne, 
Pour kynexyled,and pour noble lpne. 


Pour olde ſees, and places full ropall, 


of John Bochas 


Suche couetyſe now reigneth ouer all: 
Caules of ciuile,and cauſes crympynall 

heir domes take, wher they be fals oz true, 
All after wyll, by ſtatutes chaunged newe, 


(There ben eke other called acceſſours, 
Syttyng by iudges, to peue themcounſaple, 
Which may full well be called rauenours, 
Foz they nat labour but foz theyz auaple: 
Anombze ot robbers folow at theyz tayle, 
To pylie the people, as pe haue hard to fozne, 
Bare as a chepe, that is but neweQozne, 


There is no moze in this matter to layne 
Saue oneip this, trouth tant deſolate, 

And rightwilnes dare to no wight coplayne, 
With wong oppzeſſed. weping a deſolate, 
Wherkoze pe pꝛynces that (pt in high eſtate, 
Such thing to mede, but ye better hede take, 
God hal w you a full harde rekenyng make, 


pour office is in your magnificence 

Twene man # man all wꝛonges to redzeſſe, 
And wher a matter is agayne conſcience 

It to refourme onely of ryghtwyleneſſe, 
To ſtãde by trueth,mayntayne no falſeneſſe, 
And let wiſe counſayl ſuch matters examine 
Oz yeofhaſte theron determine. 


Haue ſuche thynges in your mynde amonge 
Thynke god wyll quyte lyke as ye deſerue, 
Pe ſpot your nobleſſe yf that ye do w20ng 
Dis ſwoꝛde ot puniſhyng dꝛede oꝛ it kerue: 
Let your reaſon and conſcience conſerue 

Pour noble eſtates, thinke like your werkig 
The loꝛd of you wyl aſke a rekenyng. 


„ tf Alcibiades expled,and after 
bꝛent in hys bedde, 


Aﬀe other that put them ſelfe in pꝛees 
Tofoze Bochas their coplayntes to dil⸗ 
Came of Athenes Alcibiades, (ture, 
That time alpue the fayꝛeſt creature: 
And as it is remembꝛed by ſcripture, 
He was dilcrete, and was at all aſſayes 
One the ſtrongeſt and manly in hys dayes, 


He was firſt bozne ok full high linage 
Aboue all other ot moſt 2 
Well pꝛopoꝛtioned and hardy of cozage. 


Loued and fauoured foz his great fayzeneſle; 


' Sauedhys eſtate 


Famoulſe in knyghthode foz hys wozthyneNNe | 


Subtyll witted, and coude by eloquence 
Moche compzehende vnder ozte lentence. 


His wyt enclined to manytolde ſci: nces, 

Had oftonyng a paſſyng retentike, 
Louedclerkes, & fond them thepꝛ diſpences, 
Suche as in pzactife he ſaw molt inuentite, 
To rede tn bokes reioyſed all hys life, 

Kept what he redde in his memoztall, 


And of wyle counlaile was none to hym egal. 


In vncle he had ycalled Perycles 

Which ſtode in daunger ol exceſſife ſpendyng, 
Pet in hys youth thys Alcibiades 

Seyng hys vncle penſicfe in lokyng, 

Caſt of wildom to remedy that thyng, 

And foꝛ to alwage hys heartes heupneſſe, 
Gaue hym this counlail by great auiſeneſſe. 


Fy2\t to rehearſe how the matter ſtode 

And ol hys vncles wofull hygh diſtreſſe 
Ther was to him delyuered a ſũme of goods 
To tepapꝛe the temple of a goddeſſe 

Called Minerna, but foz the great exceſſe 
Ok hys dilpences he ſtode ſomwhat in dzede, 
Touching thacotipt,Þhe muſte pelde in dede. 


Ilcibiades here vpon muſyng, | 
To hys vncle gaue counſayle in ſentence: 
Uncle(quod he)let be your thpnkyng, 

And foz your ſelfe hape thys diffence, 

Nat foz tacotipt by meane of pour pzudence: 
Afoxe pꝛouided, with face c chere vnfapned, 
To luche durelle, that ye be nat conſtt ayned. 


And whan Pericles his coũlaile aduertiſeth 
Fonde to his woꝛchyp it was reſonable, 


And by good layſer, him ſelte ful wel auileth, 
Ind by pꝛouiſion pꝛudent and notable | 


So that he ſtode. touching thys matter, 


As foz accomptes out of all daunger, 


Alciblades of Athens chefe capteyrne 
From day to day wart vp to great encres, 
Suche another was ther no where ſeyne, 
Them to gouerne, bothe in werre a pees: 
And all the citye by aſſent hym chees 

Ok theyꝛ nauy in elpeciall 

Upon the lee, to be theyz admpꝛall. 


= Foz is knighthod they ſent hym out aferro 


* 


Cathenoys to be they: gouernour, 5 
| Polo Sapnus 


eche thyng repꝛouable: 
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Gayne Cy2acuſenes foz to gin a werte: 

_ Firſt there receiued w glozy # gret honoure, 
But in the end ofhis great laboure, 

Foꝛtune that is aye varyaunt and vnſtable, 
Was to this duke nat founde fauourable, 


He was accuſed to them of the toun, 

Which in Athenes had gouernaunce, 

That he was gilty in party of treaſon, 

By thẽ reuoked foz al his great puiſſaunce 
Of Capitapnchip, and by their oꝛdinaunce 
And foꝛtunes falſe mutabplitie 
Unwarely depziued from all dignitie, 


But foꝛ him lelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
Went intoeryle not fer from that countre, 
In to a tytie that called was Elpde, 
There foꝛ tohanefredom and lpberte, 

Ind ok hys lyfe, to ſtand in ſuerte: 

Foz in Ithenes they wolde haue him deed, 
Unto their goddes to offre vp his heed, 


But whan he was ok their entent certapne, 
To Latedemone he toke the ryght wap, 
Ind by relacion there he herd layne 
Howe Cathemenles were put to afrape 
In a batayle vpon a certayne daye, 

Which that they held to their aduerſytee 
Gapne Cathenoys, as they fought on the ſee, 


But the cauſe of this dilcomkyture 

Is was tolde Flcibiades, : 

Was by thze taptayns thꝛough milanenture, 
Which in their leading were found recheles, 
The che fe of them named Demoſthenes 
The tother called the ozy telleth vs, 

The tone Niceas, the tother Eutilocus. 


Alcibiades hauyng heroftiding 

To auenge his wzong put him lelfe in pzees, 
Ok Latedemon he gothe fyzſt to the kyng 
Which of trouth was called Agpdes, 
Beſeching him to graunte to his encres 
Certapne (oudyours out of hys countre, 
Foz to werrey of Athenoys the cyte. 


Thus he warte ſtronge of noble pꝛoupdente, 
Yad great people vnder his gouernaunce, 
And lyke a duke made ſtrong in hys defence, 
The people gadꝛed to his obeyſaunce, _ 
That other pzinces that wer of hye puilaũte 
Gan haue enup of wylful frowardneſſe, 


nd to malygne agapne hys hyghe nobleſſe. 


Fot ſelde oz neuer in any regyon 
P:oweſſeof armes ,nobleſſe of chpualry, 
Encreale of ryches,repozt of high renoun, 
Fame ok connyng in craft ozin clergy,  ' 
Map no wher dwell without ſome enu : 
From whole malyce as folke expert map ſe, 


Saueonly wzetches no man hath lyberte, 


Foz which this prince as put is inmemozy, | 
Elcaped nat foz all his hygh parage, | 
But that ſome enuped at his glozy; 


Foz in this 2 _ — trop 
ayne tonges, n angage, 
| To top — is the belt obſtacle 


That me with ſutrader tempꝛe their triacle, 


The clere pzoweſle of Alcibiades 

Stapned the nobles of other pzpnces al, 

His eure hym raiſed vp to ſo great encreg, 
Tothe highelt trone of foztunes hall; 

Such fatal grace is vnto hym fal | 
That in tho dayes plapnlye this is no fable, 
There was no knight fo him reſemblable. 


In his eryle ſo clere his renome one, 

And thꝛough Grece gaue as gret bzyghtnes, 
As doth a rudy aboue eche other fone: 
Pet foz to clips and chadow his woꝛthynes 
Lacedemonois dyd their buſpneſſe, 

Such as nat myght to his nobles attapne, 
By falſe repozt his renome to reſtraine. 


Awapt was layd to take him at miſchefe, 


And many traynes wer lerched out a (ought 
Ok entent to put him at repꝛefe, 

But al Þ euer agayn hun they haue wzought 
At the end the purpoſe came to nought: 

Foz God pꝛouideth ot his magnificence, 
Igapne ſuch malice to ſaue innocence, 


He was lykelp to fal in great daungere 
Lacedemonots gan ſo at hym dyſdayne, 
Becauſe his honour a nobles Gone ſoclere, 
Chat to his fone it was a deedipe payne: 
And thus his Iyfe Node in no tertayne 

Foz all be it he many was and wpyſe, 


He knew nothinge their purpoſe noz malyce, 


Dee had atmoſte ywarned be to late, 
Ind lyke to haue ſtand in great perplexitie, 
Ind moze his grace and foztune to abate 


By thoccaſionofhys great beaute, 
He wyth the quene was woren full pꝛiue: 
Foz: fn her grace ſo well Gode there __ 
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Whiche gaue to him warnyng of his fone, 


Ind by the counſayle onely of the queene 
Fro Lacedemon he wyſely toke his lige 
Towarde Athenes, a thought he wolde lene 
His owne countre, full lyke a manly knyght, 
And though thei had nat gouerned the a right 
Towardes hem,beyng in diſtreſſe, 

To auenge his wzonge,he dyd the no dureſſe. 


Foꝛ he thought it was agaynſt nature 

To be vengeable,o2 chewe his cruelte 

By thoccaſion of any auenture, 

O2 ginne a werre vpon his countre: 

His natiue bloud meued him to pyte, 

Ind ol very naturall gentlpneſſe 

Was debonayze,agayne their vnkindneſle, 


Che caſe was this,foz ozt concluſion, 

Pow king Dary with great apparayle 
Thought to werrey., of indignation 

Them of Ithenes, æ their towne taſſaple, 
Ind in purpole pꝛoudely to pꝛeuayle: 
Theſſikernes,a pꝛince of great puiſſaunce 

Ok Daries power had al the gouernaunce, 


Final cauſe and grounde ok all this werre 
That Darius gan on them ſo haſtelpe, 

Ind that he ſent his puillaunce from lo ferre 
Foꝛ to deſtroy Athenes vtterly, 

Was to holde vp and ſuſtayne the party 
Of Lacedomone, whiche ol olde hatrede 
Were euer enupous thẽ to oppꝛeſſe in dede, 


But by meane of Alcibiades 

Ind his treatie founded on pꝛudente, 
Theſſikernes, enclined to the pees, 
Ther by in party to appeaſe his violence: 
Ind all was done of noble pzouidence, 
And fro the place, to which he was exlled, 
he to Athenes Houlde be reconciled, 


Unto the citie he dyd ſignify sy 

How Darius, had made his oꝛdinaunce, 
Ind by his letters he gan them ſpecify 

It they would ſtande at his gouernaunce, 
To tondilcende playnly in ſubſtaunce: 

He woulde labour, and no lenger tarp, 

To make accozde atwenethem a king Dary, 


This was the meane that he ment: 
Within Athenes that the ſenatouts 
Dhoulde of the citie, after their entent 
Haue ful lozdſhip,@ be their gouernours; 


Ok hys enemyes,by lodayne auenture, 


Teaf. Ixx ttt! 


But as cleare wedder troubled is BQovrs, 
Right ſo vnwarely, within that royal toun 
Thzough his treaty fyll a diſcention. 


The comeners gan ſodapnly diſdayne 

To be thzalled vnder ſubiection, 

And ſo by aſſent the commons dyd oꝛdayne 
Onely tappeaſe all falſe diſcention, 

Fozto reuoke agayne into their toun 
Alcibiades, as they thought it mete, 


CThzougy thts pzudence to letthem in quiete. 


Firſt in his . auctour doth re⸗ 
He was made duke againe ol ö cite, (poꝛte 
And au the partie of comons to ſuppozte, 
Ind them teſtoꝛe to theyꝛ old liberte: 


Where through the ſenate dꝛeding $comonte 
Fled to exile, full ferre out of all pꝛees, 


Onely fo dzede of Ficibtades, 


They ſtode that time in ſo great diſioynt 
Their towue deuided, a out of gouernaunce, 
That they were bꝛought euen to the poynt 
To pelde the citie vnto the obey ſaunte 

Of Lacedemons, thꝛoughj their vahappy chat 
Within the lelte, when they tan debate (ce, 
Under their duke, the ſenat bare ſuch debate. 


But the commons chaſe in theyꝛ dyffence 

Alcibiades, to gouerne that voyage, 

And to the ſee with coſt and great diſpence 

Without ahode he holdeth hys paſſage, 

gn mighty yppes,made foz auauntage: 
ell enarmed,andcaſt yf he myght 

With Lacedemonois pꝛoudly foz to fyght. 


Thꝛe mighty captains were on the other ſpde 
The kyꝛſt zeſtro, Bochas telleth thus, 

And the ſecond that was their loꝛde + gyde, 
Called Mydare, the thyzde Pharbanaſus 
On the lee a lande, in armes full pompous: 
But of knighthode and magnanimite 
Alcibiades toke them all thze, 


Strong was the fight oꝛ p they were take, 


Ok all theyꝛ meyny away there ſcaped none, 


The duke Þ day, gan ſuche a laughter make 
Oey pꝛoweſſe vpon hys moztall fone, 

Caſt ouer boꝛde almoſt euer ychone: 

Ind after that, when he tame to lande, 

A new battel met hym on the ſtrande. 


Such wayte was layde about hym enuyꝛon 


P. ii. But 
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But of Athenes this mighty champion 
Whiche might in armes moſte (oueratinly en- 
Made ok his fone a new diſcotyture: (dure 
Thus in ſhoꝛt tune this pzince in his eſtate, 
On land and water was twyle laureate, 


And after that he lyſt nat fozto ceaſe 

Noz to abyde the ſpace of halfe a day 

The comon pzofite of his towne tencreale, 
Towarde Alpe he toke the right wape 
Townes # caſtels that were take away 
Which apperteyned to Athenes of ryght, 
He gate agayne full lyke a manly knyght. 


Maugre all that to hym were contrary 
O2 wꝛought agayne hym by rebellyon, 
Thꝛoughout Alpe in the lande of Dary 

He knyghtly bꝛought them to ſubiection: 
Agayne whoſe ſwoꝛde holpe no pꝛoteccpon, 
Ind fynall labout was of his entent, 
Thecomon pzofyte ofhis towne to augment, 


Ind with this glozP and with this nobleſſe 
He to Athenes repayzed is agayne, 

Aud al thecity with ioy and great gladnes 
Came out to mete him vpona fayʒe plapne: 
And that his triumphes chuld openly be ſain, 
Both old and pong with full glad byſages, 
Of their goddes bzought out the ymages. 


This was their cry and noiſe of al the pꝛees, 
Uictoꝛious pzince whole triumphes marciall 
Dhal euer be ſoing w land and nedo encrees, 
To foꝛe the goddes which ben immoztall, 

Welcome, welcome ,our pzotectour and wal, 
Shelde of our welfare, agapne all violence, 
Phebus of knighthod,x (wozd of our deffce, 


Thus Wb their goddes they made hym egall, 
By vntouth pꝛailing of paganiſmes rightes, 
Lykeas he had been very immoztall 

Ind longe refreytes to comend his merptes: 
Ind to enhaũce his glozy they let al their de⸗ 
And with the lyght ol eternal fame, (lites, 
Set bp tozches to enlumpne with his name. 


Thus certayne dayes they halowed of ent#t 
Thꝛugh all the cyte , foz his hyghe pzoweſle, 
Tyll fo2tune hath his eyen blent 

With new fauour of wozldly falſe ſwetnes, 
Foꝛ all her ſuger is meynt wyth bytterneſſe: 
A bayte of hony Gedde out at pꝛime face 
With moztall venym hyd bader to manace, 


ff | 


Jorin his hygheſt clymbyng bp alofte 


nd in thalcence of toztuues whele, 
Alter her cuſtome, as Ge hath full ofte, 
When he beſt wend foz to ſtande wele, 
She d2ewr her fauour from hym cuery dele: 
Made 1 4 vnder his dbeyſaunce, 
To fall in milchefe foz lacke-of gouernaunce. 


Thus fro this duke foztune gan to vary 
And hys nobleſſe go backe and cke faple, 
Phan kyng C irus lucceſſour to Darp 

Full vawarely fyll on him in bataple, 

And gan his knyghtes pꝛoudip to aſſaple: 
Whan he difpurueyed voyde of p2ouydence, 


. Wagouerlayde to make reſyſtence, 


Foz fynally this Alcibiades | 
Atmilcheke take which he mighte nat recure 
Whan thzugh veyngloꝛy he was made reche 
His noble eſtate teſtablych and aſſure, cles 
Lacke of fozefight cauſed his dyſcomfytuce; 
And toencreaſeofmoze aduerſitye, 
Banythed agayne out of his cyte. 


Thus diffaced and clypſed was his glozy, 
His cytie put in ſtraunge gouernaunce 
ByLacedemonoys, after this victozy, 
So that he knewe no maner cheuyſauncs 
To refourme his vnhappy chaunce, 
Saue fozrefute myne av ctour dothe reherce, 
How that he fled vnto the kyng of Perce, 


From Ithenes of newe he was eriled, 

And thirty perſons all furious and vengeable 
Chaſe in their cyty, as Bochas hath copyled, 
The toun gonerned albe thep were not able: 
Uſyng a maner hatefull and repꝛeuable, 
Thzugh theyz raupne tempouerich their cite, 
A thyng moſte odyous to all comonte. 


A wo2me of dꝛede was bꝛed vp in their hert 
Which ſuffred not them to lyue in pees, 
Imonge them ſelfe whan they dyd aduerte 


The great pzudence of Alcibiades, 


Howe in manhode he was pereles, - 
Leſt he wold after foz all their multitude, 
Knightly acquyte their ingratitude. 


And of aſſent to abzidge his lyue dayes, 
They agapne hym of malice haue conſpy2ed, 
After his eryle to make no delayes, (red 


Foz to accomplyth that they longe haue deli⸗ 
With bzennige hate their hertes falflye fyꝛed 
To murdꝛe by enuy cauſeles * 

cibia⸗ 


Alcibiades the noble wozthy knight. 


Thus the time appꝛoched, and the date 
Terme afoze let by conſtellacion 

Of his period p, and hys lpues fate, 

Which was concluded ( as made is inencyon) 
By cruell murdze to his diſtruccion: 

Alas what pzince with golde oz ſoudyours 
May him pzouide agapn fals conſpiratours: 


Foztune ot newe gan at hym enchace 

From her traynes that he ne (cape myght, 
Daily purſued from place aye vnto place 

Jn Perce and Mede, tho he wer out of ſight 
Tyl that his enemies fyll on him by night, 
Sleppng, alas, to ſone they were (ped 

Whã they him found they bꝛẽt him ĩ his bed, 


Thus bi murdꝛe their purpoſe was atcheued 
Ilas it was to hoꝛrible a dede, 

So good a knight ſo wel in armes pꝛeued, 
So renomed, ſo famous in manhode, 

Foz to be bzent among the coles rede, 

Firſt vnwarely in his bedde ytake, 

And lo conſumed amonge the coles blake, 


This was the ende of Altibiades, 

Which in knighthod was molt (ouerapne: 
Jn werre a lyon, and a lambe in pees: 

Is Mars victozius,his fate ſo dyd ozdayne, 
To fames palates he ſtieth w wyngs twain, 
Son to Mynerua to ſpe e of hygh pzudece, 
And lyke Mercurp by notable eloquence. 


The vii. chapter = 


Here Bochas maketh an erclamation 
vpon the dethe of Alcibiades. 


Of atal ſuſtren which (pan p lyues thzed, 
o ſhoꝛt a term, why did ye determine 

Toluffrehim bzenne among the coles rede. 

Pe were to haſty tobzeke and vntwyne 

Dis web of knighthod 5 ſo cleredyd chyne, 

And caſt of nobleſſe his beames out (ocleare, 

Alas that euer he fyll in your daungere, 


Out on Stix and on Fttropole, 

That haue of malyceſlaynſo good a knyght 
Out on you thze that kepe pour ſelfe ſo cloſe 
Doughters ycalled of the derke night: 

Ind thou Letii that queynteſt eke the lyght, 
Ok Altibiades, myꝛrour a litern,(gouerne. 
To ſpeke in knighthod, how menſhuld them 
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vellee the woꝛthy, and wzetches ye do ſparc, 
Thercites lyueth Hectoz is ſlayne in dede, 
Pour funeral ſmokes maketh relmes ſo bare 
Torace bp Cedus their bzaunches may nat 
Pepul the laurer, ye make ß firs ſede, ((pzede 
Ful lytel thanke in kyngdoms ve delerue, 
Captiues to foſtre and do the wozthy ſterue. 


Alcibiades is paſſed into kate, 
Light ot knighthod lyeth clipled in the chade 
The Parcas ſuſterne to ſoone ſet hys date, 


Ok his high nobleſſe to make the laurer fade: 


Latedemonois of his dethe wer glad, 
Funerall fyze his body hath dyffled, 
Foz hygh pꝛoweſſe his ſoule ſtellifped. 


¶ Lenuope 


A Las this tragedy doth my hert to blede 
My pen quaketh of ruth and of pyte, 
Jn my wꝛityng, whan that J take hede 

To le the ſtraunge fearfull dyuerſyte 

Of all wozldly vnſure kelptite: 


Howe from their ſees choꝛtli to compzehend, 


Froward foztune doth pꝛinces down diſcend 


Alcibiades of cozage and ot᷑ manhed 

As is reherſedem bokes ye map ſe) 

Ok — of goodly heed, 
Oklemelynes,offredom,and of bounte 

Of hygh p2udence, and magnanpmite, 
Was moſt famous as auctours him comed, 


yet from hys ſeate foztune made him diſcend. 


All the people both of Perce and Mede, 
LObyle he gouerned Athenes the cyte 
Stode in his daũger and gan his ſwozde to 
And al that were rebel to his countre (dzede 
He chaſtiſed them in their moſt cruelte: 

But whan his fame gan hygheſt vp taſcend, 
From her whele foztune made him diſcend, 


Murdꝛe # treſon, with pꝛudent frendlihede, 
Outward fayze chere, couert iniquite, 
leſaunt in ſpeche, and vnder that kalchede 
onyched out ſharpe tayled lyke a bee, 
onge of Sirenes to dzown men in the lee, 
In one combyned their malyte tan extend, 
To tauſe pꝛinces from theit ſees dilcend. 


Noble pꝛinces that le ſo much and rede, 

Remembzing ſtozyes ok antiquite, 

Afo2e pꝛouidyng that treaſon not pzocede: 

Be aye moſte dzedfull in 9 
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Let others fallyng a myzrour to you be. 
The turne ok foztune al auctozs repꝛehend, 
That who lyt yyghelt is redieſt to dilcende. 


. (The.xrvitii.Chapter, 


x Here Bochas wꝛiteth agayneſt the de⸗ 
7 ſyꝛes ot people. 


N Fter this pꝛoces, ik pe liſt to lere, 
8 »j Lyke as Bochas maketh mencion, 
[Chat wozldly folk moſte ſouerainlye 
To hane in loꝛdchip great exaltacion, (deſier 
And vp to climbe in their entencion 
Of wozldly wozthyp to the hygheſt place, 
All erthly treaſours atones to enbꝛace. 


The fernent flame of their gredy deſyzes 
In muche gatheryng findeth no (uffiſaunce, 
Chetr hungry etyke kyndleth ſo the fyzes 
Ok auarite, by longe continuaunce, 5 
That theyꝛ thyꝛſt with woꝛldly habundatice 
On Tantalus ryuer abꝛapdeth euer in one: 
Dꝛownedi dziking, # deme their patts none. 


There map no treſour their d2opſy ſtaunch, 
The moxze they dike p moze they lyſt in dede: 
Ju Tagus flodes the deper that thei launche 
The gretter dꝛinelle doth ĩ their bꝛeſts bꝛede. 
The higher water an ehbe moſte they dꝛede: 
Falle indygente their hert hath ſo cofounded, 
At the full ſees leme their barge is groũded. 


Thus euery man wold to ryches attayne, 
With luffiſlaunce but few hold them contét, 
Vho molt habofideth ratheſt will complaine 
Fo: lacke of good, alas howe they be blent: 
Dyer Hal their gadꝛig a their good be ſpent: 
Some one percaſe (hall the therof diſcharge, 
whom they moſt hate, c ſped it out at large, 


Within a body full Iytell of ſtature 
Cozages growe vp to their magnificence, 
Which vp taſcend do their buſy cure, 
And in their clymbing & tranſitozye aſcence, 
Hauyng an hope of wozldly apparence, 
Like as nothig their puilaũce might trouble, 
Nothing aduerting how foztune is double. 


Some let their top in cõqueſt x in werres 

To enbzace all erthe vnder their puiſſaunce, 
Lyke as they might reche aboue the ſterres, 
To bꝛing down heuen vnto their obeiſaunce: 
But if their power were waped in balaunce, 


. 


They ch 
What may auail them their fetherbeds ſofte, 


vnde that all is but veynglozy, 


Shetes of reynes, longe, large, and wyde, 
Dyuers deuyles oz clothes chaunged oft, 

Oz vicious meyny walkyng by their ſyde, 
Uoyvde of vertue, ambicious in their pzidez 


Which cauſeth pzices by repozt of ſuch fame, 


Foz their milliuing to haue an euell name. 


And thus foz lacke of vertuous dilygence, 
Thꝛough falſe luxury and ydelneſſe 
And vpon flaterers the outragious expence 


Suppoꝛt of w2onge, oppꝛeſſing right wilnes 


Where lelpngemongers haue an entrelle: 


- Whom to ſuſtapn whan pzices do their cure, 


God wyl nat luftre that they chal log endure, 


Office of pzinces is to luppozt right, (dꝛeſſe, 
His (wozde of knighthode fro wꝛonge to re- 
(The poze releuing nat toppꝛes thẽ w myght, 
His old leruauntes well pꝛeued nat diſdayn; 
His haſty rigour,x his vengaunce ſodayne 
Let inercy tempere, to dome oz he pꝛotede, 

And God hal quite him at his moſt nede. 


The.rir.Chapiter. 

Here John Bochas ſpeaketh agaynſt 
idelneſſe, reherſing howe ſome 
men haue top in one ſcy⸗ 
ence, and (ome in another. 


An nney Bochas makety a reher- 
Tale 

In eſchewing of kroward pdlenes, 
That vnto vertue map moſte auaple 
Good diligent laboure, and honeſt buſyneſſe; 
And lo concluding full plainlpe doth expꝛeſſe, 
Euery mi reioiſeth( this (etice is nat gloled) 
To do ſuch thing to which he is dilpoſed, 


Some haue ſoy by heuenlye influence 
To knowe the courle aboue celeſtial, 
And ſome of knighthod do their diligence 
To paeue them (elfe in actes marciall, 
Ind lome reiople in their entent fynal 
In eloquence, ſome in philolophp, 
Some aboue all to ſtudy in poetry. 


The hardy knight is leruaunt to ſaint Geoꝛge 
Meuing of planets ſercheth thaſtronomere, 
Martes (myth laboureth in his foꝛge, 
Harneps of tele maketh tharmourere, 


But 


But the deuiſour by diligence entere 
By freche contriuyng out of the olde entaple, 
Fyndeth newe deuiſes of plate and of maple. 


Che labourer ſetteth wholy his pleaſaunce 
To tylth of land, in time to lowe his grapne: 
To encreaſe his ſede by perely habundaunce, 
And that his plough labour not in vapne, 
Caſtyng his ſeaſons of dꝛouth & eke of rayne 
And poetes to ſit in their libzary, 

Deſpꝛe of nature to be lolitary. 


Such as me loue ſuch things they vndertake 
Fyche oz foule to hunt with their houndes, 
Some of woul ſundzye clothes make, 

By philoſophers was foũd out the grounds, 
Ind of all ſtudy they ſet out fyzſt thebounds; 
Cauſed poetes playnly toconclude, 

Out of all pꝛeale to lyue in ſolitude, 


Logiciens delite in argumentes, 
Philoſophers in vertuous liuyng, 

Ind legiſters folowpng the eatentes, 
Greatly retoyce in lucre and winnyng: 
Phiſiciens trauaple fo getting, | 
Ind of poetes this is the ſubtyll fozme 

By new inuencion thynges totranſtozme, 


Poetes ould eſchue all ydlenes, 

Walke by ryuers and welles cryſtallyne, 

To moũtapynes a moꝛow their courſe d2eſſe, 
The miſt diffied whiPhebus firſt doth Gine, 
Study in bokes of mozall diſciplyne: 
Nothyng coueyte but ſet their entent, © 
Wyth moderate fode fo2 to be content, 


Their chefe labour is vyces foz to fage 
With a maner couert limilitude, 

And noneeſtate voyth theyz langage 

By no rebukyng of termes dull and rude: 
What euer they woꝛite on bertue ey coclude, 
Appayze no man in no maner wyſe, 

This is the office of poetes that be wile, 


CHowMalleus duke of cartage foz oppꝛeſ⸗ 
lion and tyzanny was hewen 
| into pieces, 


Dan Bochas hadde rehearſed of 
(A wortes Ska | 
\ ks [Their ſtraunge ſtudye, and lolapne 
"AI wo 8, 


Ind theyꝛ deſires of lolitary leates, 


of John Bochas 


In pleaſaunt place to make their dwellingeg 
Beſyde ryuers and holeſome weil ſpzynges, 
Whiche accompliſhed, he gan his pen atiaicce, 
Pꝛynces of Iffrike'to pur in cemembeaunce, 


And while he dyd hys buſy diligence 

They: pyteous falles to put in memoꝛp, 
Firſt there tame twayne vnto hys pꝛelence, 
Their olde nobleſſe appalled, and their glozp: 
Whiche as hym ſempt within a territozy, 

Ok Affryke boundes longyng to Cartage, 
Did fyzſt appeare, moſt deadly of vyſage, 


The one of them was named Malleus, 
Duke of Cartage,of Affryke loꝛde and ſyꝛe, 
His ſonne alſo called Cartalus, 

Whilom chtefe pꝛince and bichop eke of Tyꝛe: 
But Malleus whych helde the great empyꝛe 
Ot all Ifkryke,fozhis pompous outrage 
Exiled was foz euer out of Cartage, 


Whyche canſed him in hart he was not mery, 
But aye remebzed vpon his fell daniching, 
Gadered his people Win the lande of Hurry, 
And in the felde whyle he lay hoſtyng 

Caſt him fully to make no tariyng, 

But in all haſte of knyghtly fell coꝛage, 
Maugre hys enempes reſoꝛt vnto Cartage. 


To auenge his exyle hys hart was ſet a fyze, 
And his entent moze to fo2tify, 
He ſent in haſte hys letters downe to Tpze 


To Tartalus, that he honld hym hye 


And bꝛynge wpth hym all the chyualry 
Ok his citpe, in ſtele armed clene, 
His fathers party to holde vp and luſtene. 


But whã thys bychop knew holly the manere 
Ok thys purpole which ye haue heard deuilſe, 
De conſydzed how that tyme of the pere 
Oꝛdepned was to do ſacrifyce 

After the rytes of their panym wyle 

To Hercules, whiche in that citye 

Aboue all gods had the louerapntie. 


Whoſe feaſt was holde ſpace ofcertayn dayes 
Whiche foꝛ to halow he neades muſt entende, 
Ind bythe cuſtome make no delayes 

But that he muſt therto condilcende, 
Indleauer he had hys father to offende 

As in ſuch caſe 1 * thꝛough negligence 
Unto hys gods foꝛ to do offence, 


XOherfoze his father had indiguncien 


Leaf.liriv. 
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The thirde boke 


The caſe arettyng to vnkyndnes, 

And therofcaught a great occaſion 

Agayne his ſonne, ot᷑ froward wilfulnes; 
Foz pꝛynces oft of furious haſtines, 

Wyll pyke a quarell cauſcles in ſentence, 
Igayn folks ablent, though ther be no offence, 


And ſometonges benemous of nature, 
Whan they percepue that apzince is meued, 
To agreg hys vꝛe do their buſy cure, 

With falle langage to make him moze greued 
But ther is no poylõ lo wel expert noꝛ pꝛeued 
Is is of tonges the hatefull vyolence, 
Namely whan pzinces liſt peue the audience. 


The fealt accomplyſhed of myghty Hercules 
All innocent of double and falſe menyng, 
This ſayd bychop of wyll not retcheles, 
Came to his father without moze tariyng, 
Chaunged neither habite noz clothyng, 
With all the enſygnes,# in the ſame wyle 
Is he tokoze had done lacrifice, 


Inone hys father made no delay 

Wythout excuſe it would be no bet, 

Of haſty rancour the (elfe lame day 

Made hym be hanged vpon an hye gpbet: 
{awe and iuſtice were both aſide ſet, 

And tyzannp moſte furyous and wode, 
To do vengeaunce in trouthes place ſtode, 


Who can o2 may tyꝛantes well diſcryue 
Whoſe ſwoꝛdes ben whet aye foz vengeaunce 
Their bloudy thyꝛſt doth theyz hartes ryue, 
Their eares aye opẽ to hear ot him miſchaũce 
Their furious myzth,theyz moꝛtal pleaſaũce 


Their pale lmilyng, their laughter of hatred, 


Concludeth euer vpon lome cruel dede. 


They be miniſters to Partas ſiſtern thze, 
To vntwynd$ thzedes of folkes here moztall 
And very coſyns thzough haſty cruelte, 
Unto the wodefuryes infernall, 

Chyldꝛẽ to Pluto of vengeaunce marciall: 
Which foz their vytes but they bere the wele, 
Shall turne in hell on Ixions whele, 


Thus Malleus father moſt bnkynde 
Lyke ſuch a tyꝛaunt, ched cut his cruelte 
As ye haue heard, and after as J tynde 
Of furious hart and of olde enmpty: 
By fozce is entred Cartage the cite, 
Ind ſlongh all tho in hys hatefull yze, 
Thathym afoze had exyled into Tyze, 


' LXOzought after wyll #nothingafter ryght, 


Gan robbe x ſpople that noble famous town, 
Which made him hated in the peoples ſyghyt 
Foz his outrage and great extozcion; 
auyng no toye no2 conſolation < 
hys hart, playniy noz gladues, 
Saue lyke a tyzant the people to oppꝛeſſe. 


(The people of Cartage ſoꝛe gan to compla 
Upon their milchefe and deſolation: og 
As Bochas wzlteth,reherlyng incertayne, 
Wyll is ſtepmother of wyt and of reaſon, 
And where that pꝛynces haue dominacion, 
And by falſe pyllage to ryches clyme vp faſt, 
Truſt right well theyz loʒdchip may not laſt, 


Thepꝛ great power of woꝛldly excellence, 
To their accrochyng of tempoꝛall ryches, 
Wha they be tyzites,may ſtand in no defence: 
And froward wyll tuleth theyz higynes, 
Foꝛ what is loꝛdchyp plapnly to expꝛeſſe 

In thys woꝛlde here if it be diſcerned: 
Loue ok the people whã they be well gouerned 


Foꝛ ty2anny and falſe oppꝛeſſion 

Cauleth pzynces to ſtand in great hatrede, 
And what is wozth their dominacion 
Without loue: let pꝛeue it at a nede, 

Men foz a tyme may ſuffer them and dzede, 
But whan that dꝛede conſtrayned is & gone, 
Than is a pzynce a man but alone, 


Se an example how Malleus of Cartage 
Foꝛ all Hys caſtels # towers made of ſtones, 
Foz hys oppzeſſion, vengeaunce, and outrage 
The people of Xffrpke role on hym all atones, 
And cut alunder his fleſh and alſo hys bones 
Caſt thẽ playnlycon him they wer ſo wode) 
Unto their goddes to offer vp his bloude, 


The peopledempt,ofmoztall trueltie, 
There was no offring ſo pleſaũt noz couenas 
Untothey2 gods to pleaſe their deitie, (ble 
As bloud of tyzantes whiche b be vengeable: 
Thus cruell pzintes make 8 people bnſtable, 
Ok nerellitie whyche ought be complayned, 
To woꝛeke their wꝛonge Þ they be coſtrapned 


Lo here the ende of Malleus the tyzaunt, 
Whyche doth to pꝛynces full well exemplify 


To God aboue how it is not plealaunt 
{Them to delyte in no ſuche robbery, 
Nox pyl the people by no falſe tyzanny, 
Noz fo2 no tales be haſty of bengeaunce, 


Foz 


of John Bochas 


Fo: all ſuche thing to god is diſpleaſaunce, 
CLenuoy, 


Eade it couſidered,this layd tragedy . 
R Sheweth to Pzynces a myzroure full 
notable, - o 
How they their rygour all tẽper a modefy, 
O2 they pꝛotede foz to be vengeable: 
Foz in à pꝛynce it is right commendable, 
Kancour ok hart, of chere, and ok courage, 
Foz to delerre tyll that their yzeaſſwage, 


Their haſty yze,their ſodayne melancholy, 
Their colozike fumes, þ fury vnreſtrapnable 
Their vnqueint fyze sw flame of tyzanny, 
Their fretyng etyke of hate incomparable, 
Like beaſtial Tygres,lyke lyons vatretable 
Ne will not (uffer that infernall rage, 
Defer their domes tyll their yze allwage. 


(The royall Lyon of mozall gentry 

Imong beaſtes of foꝛce incomperable, 
Pꝛeueth not his power noz his regaly 

Gayn beaſts pꝛoſtrate, which be not dekelable 
And mighty pzynces ould in caſe ſemblable 
Foz innocentes take mercy in mo2gage, 
Reſpityng cygour tyll that yze allwage, 


The ſparkle of vegeatice is quycked in party 
By wyndes foure, fell and abhominable, 
Blaſt ofdetraction,andblaſt of ffattery, 
Blaſt of falſe rowners þ fozge many fable, 
And blaſt of bzybours vycious and culpable: 
w (moky ſlaunders, and felons falſe vyſage, 
Cauleth yze of pzices Þ it may neuer aſſwage 


Fo: whiche let pꝛynces of noble policy 
Beware of tonges double and diſceyuable, 
Whiche W their venym infect eche company, 
Their popnaunt poyſon is ſo penetrable: 
To folke abſent it is miſcheuable, 

Do depe freteth their lerpentyne langage, 


Cauſig in pzinces'their yze may not aſlwage 


Noble pꝛyntes let vertue magnify 

pour hygh eſtate, to make you merciable, 

Foz mozall Deneke doth clerely ſpecify, 

The troneof pꝛites by clem#ce is made ſtable 

Uengeaunce delayed to God is agreable, 

And haſty rygour doth outragious damage, 
Whe hible requeſts your yze may not alwage 


Leaf.irzrv4, 


C The, rri.Chapter. 
C.How the (ubſtaunce of the hoſt of Hpmil⸗ 


cho duke of Cartage goyng to conquers Ce⸗ 


tile dyed of peſttlence,and atter 
e him lelke Nayne, 
} 


Fter theſe myghty pzynces twayne 
Next in oꝛder w pale and deade vyſage, 
_ .Tofoze Bochas Hymilcho gan coplayne 
The vnhappy fall ot his fatall paſſage, 


Vhan he was ſent by aucthozitie of Cartage 


To coquere thzough his mighty puiſſaunce, 
The lande of Cycile, vnto their obeylaunce. 


They ot Cartage had an opinion, 
That it was lefull (after their entent) 


Wityhout title ot ryght and of reaſon 


Their teritozies and boundes to augment: 
Ind foz that cauſe Pymilcho they lente 

The mighty duke their nobles to aduaunce, 
Whiche of Cartage had hole the gouernaunce 


Ind foꝛ he muſt paſſe by the ſee 


Towarde Cicyle,this noble wozthy knyght, - 


With him he had a full great enarmee, 

Choſe out of Cartage in ſtele armed bzyght: 
Their fone to coquere of very foꝛce and might 
But Foꝛtune gan at him ſo dildapne, 


That to his purpole he neuer myght attaine. 
Srounde and gynnyng of his diſtruction 


To be remembzed choꝛtly in ſentence, 
There fpil of the ayze a great co2ruption, 
Whiche cauſed a full great peſtilence 
Ymong his mepny,by vnware violence 
And ſodaine miſchefe that is vpon him fall, 
He loſt almoſt his wozthy knyghtes all. 


Nye all hys people was ſlapne in Þ moꝛapne, 
That but a few be left of hys meyne: 
nfoztunate he turned is agayne 
ome to Cartage, and they of the citee 
All cauſeles of haſty cruelte, 
Yath ſlapn thys duke as Bochas doth cõpple 
Lo who map truſt Foztune any while: 


The. xxii. Chapter. 


how heynon duke of Carta 
diſmembzed. 


Arm whole death a mã there gan ſuccede 
A mighty duke Þ called was Yaynon, 
Whyche purpoled koꝛ to chaunge in dede 


ge was 


Bis 


a 


The thirde boke 


His name ofduke by falſe ambition, 

And to be called thzoughout þ mighty toun, 
Kyng of Cartage, and therupon of pꝛyde 
To kinde out wapes he felly gan pꝛouide. 


He was not cotenta duke men Gold him call, 
But of Cartage foz to be named kyng, 

Ind like as his purpole that it Gould fall, 
Fro dap to day the ineanes compaſlyng 

How he might fulfyll this vncouth thing, 
Fo? to be crowned and raigne in that londe, 
And at the laſt this meane way he fonde, 


He had a daughter ponge and tender of age, 
Whiche of the people ſtode in great fauour, 
And he him caſt to peue her in mariage 

To a yonge knyght ſonne to a Senatour, 
Wdiche in the citye was a gouernour: 

Ind that his purpoſe myght be attapned, 
Day of the mariage # tyme was oꝛdepned. 


Ind in his palayce cheke and pꝛincipall 
This ſayd duke let make his oꝛdinaunce, 
To holde a feaft full ſolemne and royall, 


Ind with great toſte made his puruepaunce, 


Ok lundꝛy datntyes, whiche Þ in ſubſtaunce 
Were neceſlarp in all maner thing, 
Unto the feaſt of a wozthy zyng. 


He gaue in charge bnto his purueiours, 
That all were ready agayne a ctrtayne dap, 
Ind to his feaſt came all the Senatours, 
Dwellyng in Cartage there durſt none (aye 
Ind of his purpole to make no delay, (nap 
Thought his fraude was not appercepued, 
He caſt Þ day that ſome Gould be decepued. 


He tonueped in his inwarde entent 


He to be kyng and raygne in Cartage, 

The Senatours would neuer aſſent 

To bꝛeake their cuſtome noz their olde bſage 
He durſt therok vtter no langage, 

Kept him ſecrete without noyſe oz ſoun, 
And fully caſt him to pzocede by treaſon, 


The next wap, he knew no better rede 

To his deſire than playnely to oꝛdayne 
That of Cartage the ſenatours were dede, 
Than were he likely his purpoſe — attaine, 
Foz to be crowned loꝛde and ſouerayne: 

Do to actompliche his luſt in all thing, 

Ind in Cartage to xapgne as loꝛd and kyng. 


Fo if the ſenate wer vtterly dellroyed 


He Gould finde no maner reſiſtence, 
Wherby his purpoſe (ould be annoyed 
None dare ſay nay to his magnificence: 
Foz in the pozayle there was no defence, 
And at this feaſt he cat him to pzocede, 
All his entent toconclude in dede, 


His officers he made to be [woꝛne 

To helpe deſtroy falſely by poy(on 

(The ſenatours of whom 7 lpake tofozne, 
And that their vitayles © dainties in foyſon 
And eke their wines foz choꝛt concluſion, 
Should with venym be intoxicate, 
Thzough all the palaice,x ſpare none eſtate, 


(Theſe officers had a conſcience 
Foz to accompiyche ſo hoꝛtible a thing, 

And lecretcly bnder great pꝛouidence 

To the Senate therofthey gaue warning: 
And whan they knew this moztall copaſſyng 
Of Duke Yaynon to qhew all the affray, 
They put of pzudence the weddyng in delay, 


Wherofthis duke gan haue ſuſpection, 
And of this matter fill in a maner dzede, 
Thought he would by ſome colluſion 
Againe Cartage moze moztally pꝛocede: 
And gan call to helpe him at his nede 

Ok Mauritayne, a kyng ot great renoun, 
With him by fozce to fall vpon the towne. 


Made him pꝛomiſe, to his aduauntage 

Foz to make fre diſtribucion 

Ol the riches, treaſure,and pyllage, 
Whiche that he might fynde in the toun, 
Foz vtter fyne of hys entencion 

Was to deſtroy of wilfull crueltte, 

The famous Cartage þ mighty ſtrong cite. 


Of all the thꝛalles in the towne dwellyng 
And ſuche as were bozneoflowe lynage, 
To ſtregth his party this was his wozkyng: 
De made them all by moztall fell outrage, 
Within the mighty caſtell of Cartage 

To kepe them clole of malyce and enuy, 
Agapne the citye hun ſelfe to foztify, 


But all foz nought, the mighty Senatours, 
Therof ware, and ot high — 
Gaine his malice a all his falſe robbours 


They made thẽ ſtrong, ⁊ thꝛough their pꝛoui⸗ 
In eſpectall to ozdeyn a defence (dence 
Firſt on their party to let the commyng, 

Of Mauritapne, the ſtronge cruell *. 2 
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Ind of alſent they lyſt nat delay, 

But roſe atones by great oꝛdynaunte 
Their falle duke to venquiſſhe and outray: 
Him # his churles they bzonght to vttraunce, 
Fyll vpon him wyth a great puilaunce, 

Ind fynally pzocedyng ofreaſon, 

This was his dome, by aupyle of all the toun, 


Firſt of this duke, as it is remembzed, 

Pe was dilpoyled, his doublet eke bnlaced, 
Joynt fro ioynt hewen and diſmembzed, 
Ind from his heed out his eyen arated: 

Ind ryght as he had afozecompaſed 
To haue diſt roped his owne mighty toun, 
Js pe haue herd, he receyued the guerdon, 


 CiLenuoye, 


(JN Pis tragedy doth pitouſly complayne, 
And maketh a manerlamentacion 
Of theſe mighty ryche pꝛinces twaine, 
Slayne in Cartage as made is mencion: 
Cauſeleſſe the tone, ſaue by thoccaſion 
Chat peſtilẽ ce in his froward viage, (tage. 
Slewe all his people that were bozne in Car 


Foꝛtune allo gan frowardly dildayne 

Igayne this ryche mighty duke Yaynoun, 
han of malyce he gan mortally ozdayne 

The Senatours to murdze of his toun: 

It his feeſt by craft of falſe poyſon, 

As ye haue herde reherced his outrage, 

He was agaynwarde diſmebzed in Cartage, 


Who doth vengeaunte vẽgeaũtce Gall attayn, 
Jn hygh eſtate without excepcion: 

And who of pyte vengeaunce doth reſtrapne, 
He hall of merey recepue theguerdon, . 
Foz ryght requireth of trouth and reaſon, 
Cruell pzinces Gall haue foz their wage, 


Deth lyke thts duke dilmebzed in Cartage, 


Noble pꝛinces do your beſte payne, 

Foz to pzeſerue fro rebellyon | | 
The comon people which ſtand in no certain, 
With every wpnde tournyng bpſodoun, 
After foztune they chaunge affeccton, | 


Turning their hertes th tryſt oꝛ glad vilage, 


Lyke as þ people dyd whylom in Cartage. 


& che autour agayne couetoug 
people. | 


N The wiſe, ware, circũſpect goddes 
—4 — 4 — aboucreig 
e woꝛld to gouern, is called thipzes: (i 
Mother ofrychelles; the firlt foundereſſe 5 

Which ſerched out by her artyflceres, 


This noble lady, this pꝛinteſſe moſt famous, 
Knowyng of man the bacouth condieyons, 
Dawe by experyence richeſſe were nopous, 
In hym to eclypſe the diſpoſyong, 

Jud conuay his inclynacions , 

By a wzonge way vertue to ſet aſyde, 
Howe couetoule was a full perpllous gyde. 


Foz auarice is to all vertues contrayze, - 
The gredy wozme-,$ ſerpent vnſtauncheable 
Man to betraiſſhe w pzomyles debonapze, 
At pꝛime fate ſote and agreable, (ble 
Taught him of nature by craft moſt deceyua⸗ 
Thꝛough ſubtyll ſerching as it wer foz þno- 


Fir ſt out oferth to delue pzecious ones,(nes 


Ok riche myners they ſerche out þ entrayles, 
To fynde out metals foz woꝛldly auaſitages, 
Contryued chyppes with theyz bꝛode ſayles, 


By diuers ſees to make their paſſages: 


And couetyſe ozdayned firſt vyages, 
Cauſed pzinces torydeinlandes ferre, 
Eche agapne other foz to gyn a werre. 


Ok auarice gan firſt theſe robberpes, 
Awapte of bꝛigantes, a all extoꝛte ppllageg, 
Murdꝛe, ſlaughter, and couert buberyes, 
Ok olde contryued furyous fell domages, 
W2zought and atcheued in all maner ages: 
Nowe in theſe da yes let ſet it at a pefe, 
Falſe couetyſe cauſed all luche miſchele. 


She was firſt rote of falſe extozcion, 
To ſpoyle the temple mother of raupne, 


Ind ſterer —— oppꝛzeſſpon, 


To take by foʒte this was her doetryne: 
And as myne auctoꝛ doth plainſy determpne, 
And contludeth in full pytouſe wyle, 

Note ol all puell is falſe couetpſe. 


Sheis eke! ok conteke and ol ſtryfe, 

ayſtreſſe of murdze and wilfull vyolence, 
ade men to ieoparte body, good, and lpke, 
Cauled diſcencton- and dilobedpence: | 
Grutthing ol eomons Wdzaught of renerice, 


_ BY 


Iture® is content with lytteltthing 


The traungetreaſours-hydinthe my nereg, | 
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The thirde bone 


By rigoꝛous tonſtraynt ſodayne rebelliors, 
Kumour in realmes, vnware (ubuercions, 


This froward dꝛagon full of ydzopiſy 

Whoſe fretyng etike there may no plẽty fede, 
To ſtaunche his thyzlt there is no remedp, 
The moze he dzinketh the moze he hath nede: 
And the moze trelute p moꝛe he ſtant in dꝛede 
With Tantalus though he ſwym in þ todes 
Jn Wydas well playneth foz lacke of goods 


This wozms#ekecauſeth p men in riches 
Haue dꝛede of theues a night in their waking 
And if they heare on cofer,bedde,oz pꝛeſſe, 
Cat, rat, oꝛ mouſe, oꝛ any woʒme meuyng, 
He weneth anone within him lelfe demyng 
That there were come w great apparaple, 
Some vncouth piiloz, his treaſure to aſlayle, 


The wofull ſonle ſtandeth euer in dꝛede, 
And aye abydeth in labour and trauaple: 
And ofthe goodes whiche he doth polſſede, 
Falleth in diſpapꝛe leſt they would him fail, 
Twene hope # dꝛede there is luche battayle, 
Thꝛough enterminyng eche other to cofound 
To be moſt gredy whan they moſt abounde, 


Hope vnaſured with dzede diſpapꝛed 
Metyng in hartes make a moztall warre, 
Wha hope pꝛeſumeth, w dꝛede he is apayzed, 
Ind like a cowarde maketh him ſtand atarre 
Dull ok his chere as is a cloudy ſtarre: 
Which dare not ſhew the light of his treaſour 
But euer to encreaſe ſet wholy his labour. 


He dare not touch thing that he loucth moſt, 
His cofers cloſe be hut vnder key, (bolt 
Thoughehe haue muchehe maketh therofno 


Leſt foꝛ his treſure men would hym werrey; 


Playneth foz nede like as he woulddey, 
Fayneth falſe pouert to ſpare his dilpence, 
Opp:eſſyng plenty with froward inTigence, 


And though his cheſtes heaped be with golde 
With y2on barres faſt hut and cloſed, 

Falſe ſcarcitie gouerneth his houſholde, 
That by none exceſſe he is not vndiſpoſed: 
His indigent hart ſo ſtraytely is enoſed, 

To Herebus heyꝛe c yet well wozle in dede, 
In greateſt ryches to coplayne vpon nede, 


(This Herebus hath of pꝛon æ not ot ſtone, 
Foꝛ auaryte buylt a foule citee, 
Where as the whele turneth of Jxion 


Under the boundes of Theſephone, 
Where z iſiphus may neuer a day go free 
But with his ſtone continually trauapleth, 
And the moze buſy his labour leſt auayleth. 


Thus auarice to vertue molt contrary, 
Founde among vyces full contagious, 
Euer bulp their reſtleſſe ſtone tocary, 

Now vp now downe w wery 3iliphug: 
Whoſe endles labour bzapdeth on Theleug, 
Wyiche helde the b2ydle of fruteles bulines, 


Condemned in hell to liue in ydleneg, 


Ofcouetile the cruell marinere — 
Is called Charon, which w 1 
By many a treyght and many fell daũgere, 
Sayleth in the ſtoudes ol furious Acheronte, 
Under that darked and cloudy Ozisonte: 
Where auaricechoſe whylom nygardſhyp, 
Foz trealozer, his cofers foz to kepe, 


Firſt to declare the labour in gatherrng 

Ok couetous men, as it is in dede, 

And couterpayſe how their ſtreight kepyng 

2 euer meynt with impoztable dzede, 
oꝛow at departyng foz their moztall mede, 

Which may be called of trouth and equitie, 

Ok Cerberus the wakers heades thzee, 


The fyꝛſt head is vnſtauncheable delpꝛe 


Ok woꝛldly goodes, great riches to attayne, 


The moꝛe encrece the hotter is the kyze: 
The ſeconde heade is the dzedefull payne 
Which in kepyng his hart doth conſtrapne, 
Unware departyng, that (odaynely doth fall, 
Is the third head, that greueth moſt ol all. 


This wakyꝛ wozme þ bereth this heads the 
Is called the wozme ol gredy couetyſe, 

hoſe buſy cõſtraynt, reſtles perplexite 
Troubleth the ſoule in full furious wile, 
Whiche froward monſter plapnly to deuyſe, 
B2aydeth on Hidza (ot whome poetes ſayne) 
One head cut of, there groweth thze agayne, 


Euer at the tayle ofplenty and ryches 

Ok cuſtome foloweth grutchyng and enuy, 
Foz he that hath of treaſure great michnes, 
Is ſelde glad, as fo2 his party, 


Thus bothe twayne ſtande in teopardye, 


The ryche w plenty holde him not appaped, 
And the neadp wyth pouert is afrayed, 


And pet in pouert is full great ſydernes, 
And pet in po 9 Obi 4 
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Which is treaſour that no man wyll aſſaple, 
Js myne auctour Bochas beareth witnelle; 
Amiclates amonge the pozaple 
Lyued in peace ſure from all anten 
elde hym content we luche as God him ſent, 
Whan riche wer armed a to the werre went, 


Uertuous pouert ſtandeth euer in — taſe, 
To watche his houle he hath full lytle nede, 
But pꝛoude Pompey aſſieged in Duras 
Foz feare of Julius ſtode in great dzede: 

But people rude herof take none hede, 
Suche as retoyſe them foz to ſhede blode 

In ſtraunge werres wzongly to get goode. 


Stoꝛies olde ful well reherce tonne 
Diuers ſtudies of folke here moztall, 

Firſt how Diogenes was cotent in his tonne 
In which he made his lodgyng pztncipall, 
And law the courſe aboue celeſttall, 

{ yued gladder amonge philoſophers, 

Than kyng Creſus w all hys ſtuffed cokers. 


Ind yk men woulde bnto mynde call 

The great miſcheues folowyngi habfidafice, 
Ind thinke alſo how Sardanapall 

Foz all his treaſour came vnto miſchaunce, 
Ind how Sophoclius pooꝛeſt in lubſtaunte, 
Had but a gar dayne full of lekes grene, 

And right nought els hym ſelke to luſtene. 


(This Philoſopher was euer gladde #1yght, 
There was no watche made in hys tours, 
Full ſurely lepte he al the longe nyght 
Hauyng no dzede of theues ne robbours, 

In ſomer walkyng among the grene flours, 
And in colde wynter full merely andofte, 
On dꝛie ſtra we he lay and ſlept full (ofte, 


Cyncinatus a pooꝛe labozere, 

Feyed dicheſle to get hys \aſtenaunce, 
without grutchyng euer glad of chere 
Bothe in poꝛte and in his countenaunce 
Dempt he had as muche (uffiſaunce | 

To his pleaſaunce as Creſus kyng of Lyde, 
Content with lytle nature was hys gy 


Thys pooze man in hys pouert aſſured, 
With lytle fode and clothes but a fewe | 

Had heartes caſe, #gladſome peace recured: 
It lyked hym nat ouer his head to * 
Which thing concepued cleriy doth vs che we, 


That ioyous pouert conueped i e 
Grutching ———ů ene 


Leaf.lrrzviil, 


And ik that folke conſider aryght (ſyneſſe, 
Their pitous lighes, theyz thoughtfull bu⸗ 
(They: great labour,theyz iytle ſlepe a nyght, 
Which they endure foz woꝛldly rycheſſe, 

And of ß abydyng the dzedefull (ykerneſſe, 
Which thing peyſed and called to memozy, 
All erthly power is double and tranſitozp, 


And by tozyes whiche ben credible 

To pꝛeue theyz power is nat abydyng 

But at a poynt ſlydyng and fallible, 
LVOhylom Waſliniſſa of Numidy kyng, 
(That was ſo mighty by recozde of wzityng, 
Foz feareof S 


And there he founde ful (male vitaple, 
Conſtrayned narowe ol indigence and nede 
Wha other depntes in miſchele gan him fayle 
He gadzed rotes, and cate them in his dꝛede: 
Etze pꝛoude Xerles kynge of Perce & Mede, 
Dꝛãke blod x water, to ſtaũche W his thzuſt, 
Dzede and trauayie gaue hym ſuche luſt. 


Pet lome men would ſape ok auenture, 

They were compelled agapne they: volũte, 
Theſe kynges twayne luche miſchele tedure, 
Maugre theyz wyll,of neceſſite, 

Foz caluall chaunce refte them they2liberte, 
So that the rygour of thys ſodayne rage, 
Came in by conſtraynt and ot no courage. 


But koꝛ all that folke in theyꝛ pouerte 


On great meares that them ſelfe fede, 


Ben all ſtrong, whole, and fayze to ſce, 
Ind allo luſty pꝛeued at a nede, 

VUpꝛight ot limmes theyz iourneps to ſpede, 
As long lpted. the cauſe to expzelle, 

Js onely thys they do not vle exteſſe. 


To pooꝛe men the beſt medicine — 
Is due labour, with moderate abſtinence, 
Good aàyꝛe in feldes wher Phebus luſt ſhine, 
Uopydinge darke miſtes p cauſeth peſtylence: 
Ok heuy ttomake they kele no violence, 

They nat enriche leches noꝛ potyquares, 
Them elfe to laue with vncouth lectuares, 


But folkes ryche woꝛken the contrary 
Which in them cauſerh maladies ſtronge, 
Fro they2 diete eucry day they varye 

LOith diuers meateg theyz lyttyng longe: 
And with all this theyz apetites wꝛonge, 
Take out of time, which thei mai nat endure, 


ronely hys lyfe to ſaue, 
Flede into mountapnes &hid hym in a caue. 
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The thirde boke 
Which by cuſtome oppzeſſeth nature. 


And thus myne auctour, Moꝛtly to deuyſe, 
Seeth glad pouert ſtãdeth moſt in ſekernes, 
And of all euyl he ſeeth how couetyſe 

Is rote and ground, with falle extoꝛt riches, 
yot annexed, engendzyng long licknes: 
Theron concludyng how moderate diete, 
Setteth body and loule in reſt and in quiete. 


Che. xxiii. Chapter. 


42Þowe Enagoza kynge of Cypꝛe, was by 
Artarerſes outrayedand put from 
hys kyngdome. 


As heremembzeth next in his wzityng 
To him appered reherſed thus p caas, 
Euagoza that was of Cypze kyng, 
Hys epen derked by manytfolde wziyng: 
Bycaule hehad loſt that riche lande, 
Which he tofoze had coquered w his hande. 


This lande of Cyp2e as made is mencion 
Ofdiuers metals is paſſyngly habounde, 
Hath of ryches great plenty and foyſon, 
And of this citie lyke as it is founde, 

It ſtãdeth karre ſouth w many hilles rounde, 
Ind hath alſo many commodities, 

Within the boundes of to wnes and cities. 


| G eee of Bochas, 


Touchyng this Cypꝛe J can no moze (ay, 
Ok whiche lande Euagoza was kyng, 

Tyll he gan pꝛoudly foꝛ to warrey 

With Lacedemons their partieſuſteynyng, 
Gayne Artaxerſes, and at their metyng 
The ſayd Euagoza was bꝛought to vttratice 
Put fro his kingdome ⁊̃ froal gouernaunce, 


C Howe Theo kynge of Egypt,by Artaxer- 
les was dꝛiuen from hys kyngdome 
and fledde into Fraby. 


| Ext Euagoza came kyng Theo 
Stall Egipt tongetyme poſſeſſour, 
=» \-Jnd to John gi declare his 
Yow foztune dyd her frowardelabour, (wo, 
And fro hym dꝛewe her frendchyp &# fauour: 
And ſodainly thꝛough her iniquite, 
She caſt this kynge downe fro his ropall ſee, 


| 
; f 
She lyſt her mal yte from hm nat differre, 
Ne would not luffer hym koz to ipue in pecs 
But cauſed hym foz to begynne a were y 
Agayne the (ayd mygyty Artarerles: | 
Wenyng therby to haue had great encres 
Gadzed chyppes and made a great arm e, 
Jn his entent to haue met hym on the lee, 


To Lacedemons he was fauourable, 
Sent them vellels ſtuffed with vitayle, 
Dempt of pꝛide that hym ſelfe was able 
With Irtaxerſes to holde a battaple: 
But haſty truſt doth fooles often faple, 
Foz this Theo was after anone ryght 
Dꝛyuen out of Egipt and yput to tyght, 


Artaxerſes purſued hym lo ſoze 

Tofoze hys face he durſt nat appere, (moze, 
Fledde into Araby, myne auctour ſaythe no 
Baniched from Egipt , deedly of face # chert: 
Ind of hys fate who lo lyſt to lere, : 
He was depztued from kynglp dianite, 
Ind by foztune caſt from his ropall ſee, 


The.xrv.Chapiter, 


CHowe Impynta of Matedone kyng, had 
by Erudice hys wile, Alylandze, 
Perdica , and Philyppe, 
that were ſlapne. 


A Nd among other their fates cõplainiug 
Thzough foztunes dzedefutl violence, 
There came Ampnta, of Macedone kyng, 
And to John Bochas ſhewed hys ſentence, 
And to declare hys magnificence 

To Alyſandꝛe, graunde father in his lyfe, 
Hauynge four childzen by Erudice hys wyke, 


The fyꝛſt of them was Alyſandze called, 


And Perdica named the ſeconde., 


The thirde Philyppe in Macedone ſtalled, 
Kyng of Grete lyke as it is founde, 


Vyiche in ryches greatly dyd habounde, 
And was eke father thys noble warriour, 


To Alyſandze the mighty conquerour, 


Ind oz mpue auctour farther dothe pzocede, 
De maketh a maner of diſgreſſion 

From dis matter, like as ye map rede, 

Ind in oꝛder a diſcription 

Of Matedone, the famous region, 
Tmonge Grekes wyiteth in elpeciall, 


Ok ſeuen pꝛouinces, it is the pꝛincipall. Pi 


And ſo pꝛocedyng he ſayth how that 
Stretches his boundes about hyin enupzon 
Towarde the lee, which galled is Egee, _ -_ 
Foxthe by Ichaya ta warde Septentcion,. - 
And to Meſſene, weſtwarde it gothe doun: 

And who that can by crafte thecoſtes caſt, 
Co Dalmacia the name therot dothe laſt. 
Jn Macedone he dothe allo vs lere 
. Of Olympus ſtandeth the greatmountapne, 
Ind in that kyngdom is many great mynere 
Of e tg pe as bokes ſayne: 
And on that hyll is 


Foz thylke mountapne ſo high dothe attapne, 
That it may nouther blow there ne rayne. 


The kyng Amynta of whs AJ ſpake tokozn, 
Had in Grece many great battaple 
Olymptens in Macedone bozne 

And Illyziens togyder he dyd allaple, 
Though his wildom he did alway pieuayle 
But with his enemys whyle he ſtode in rife 
Hys dethe was chapen by Erudice hys wife, 


Myne auctour Bochas of her doth diffine, 
She imagined his deſtruction _ 
Bycaule Ge had another concubine, 

On whom che let all her affection: 

Day ſet and tyme to hys confuſion 

Fully ozdayned at a mariage, 

He to be ſlayne of one of his linage, 


De had a luſter called Uryone 

Whiche pzudently eſpied the manere 

Of Erudice,and ſecretly alone 

Goth to the kyng and tolde hym all pfere: 

And as the ſtoꝛy in oꝛder telleth here, 
Though che fayled that daye of her empzyſe, 

She thought to fulfyll it in another wyle. 


Thys to meane, of her iniquite 
Ok her fraude, and falle ymagin ng 
She was in tauſe thzough her cõtrariouſte, 
Ok the deſtruction of their myghty kyng: 

Fo the concluſion of her falſe wozkyng 
was to haue ſlayne the kyng and all his lyne, 
She to haue raygned with her concubyne, 


But whan che ſaw the myght nat atcheue 
Her furious purpoſe by none auenture, 

Her venomous malice vpon her loꝛd to pꝛeue 
Dn other parties ſhe dyd her buly cure, 
Enmitees and milcheues to pꝛoture 

Agayne the kynge by moztall fell aſſayes, 


of John Bochas 
countre With lozo fu E trouble foz to ſhoztehis dayez, 


ther wynde ne rayne, 


Nightanb day by Iyfe ſlodbe euer in dꝛede, 
Dom 1 n 
nd who at can oꝛ may take hede 

Frelp to ſcape tv eſchewe v2 derline : 

Malice of women, whan 

Sean le of | 

Uoyde of all vertue, and kull of euery vice. 


Alas no pꝛʒinte can be ware by other, 

To bꝛidel thett nobles with reynes of reſon: 
Such as commit, alas bothe chyp and rother 
Unto Strenes to row them vp and doun 


Thzonghout Caribdis to they: deſtruction, 


By tratt of Cyꝛtes alas they wer made nice 
Blynde to rememdꝛe vpon thys Erudice, 


Which made Jminta to liue ĩ ſoꝛow + dꝛede, 
To reft in peace ſuffered him to haue no ſpace 
In thought # trouble his lyfe gan helede, 
Tyl bp og 1 deth gan hym manace; 
Pet oz he died foztune gaue hym grace, 
His eldeſt ſonne by wil dome to oꝛdayne, 
Called Alrlandze hys crowne toattayne, 


FoE Iliſandze was hys ſacceſſour, 
0 


2 Cathynenſes gan their rancour lete 
Igaynſt hym, foʒ he wyth great labour 
By they? lutkerauute came to hys royall lete: 
And fox to let hys realme in quiete 

Firlt with Athenes the myghty ſtrong toun, 


Pꝛouided a peace, of hie dilcretion, 


Ind foz to auoyde all ambiguite 

Okolde debates, and of olde outrage; 

Firlt he ſent into that ſtrong cite 
His ſonne Philippe, vong and tender of age, 
On peace aſſured to le there foꝛ hoſtage; 


And in that citye, the ſtozie beareth witnes, 


He gan to grow vnto all hye nobles: 


He was committed vnto the diſcipline 


Ok a great duke called Epaminondon, 
Which to all vertue his pouth made encline: 
Foꝛ ofthis duke Juſtine maketh mencion, 
By a maner recommendacion 


Tofozeno: after as by hys aupſe, 
Wag neuer no pꝛynte moze excellent noz wiſe 


Fyzſt he commendeth hys vertuous coꝛage, 
Dys hye nobleſſe,hys vertuous excellence, 
And by diſcenthe bozne was of hye linage, 
And in two thynges concludeth his ſentence: 
Q. ii. Saptyh 
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The thirde boke 


Sapeth that he was ofmott magnfficence, 
Egall to Mars by famous chiualry, _ - 
Ind ſonne to P hebus thzough hye philoſophy 


And Bochas here doth hys ſtyle auaunce 
Ful notably, with excellent langage, _ 
Ind ſayth no treaſour attepneth in ſubſtaũce 
To thylke richeſſe,auoydyng all outrage: 

As when there is by bonde of mariage 
Knyt vp a knot atwene excellence, 

Of famoug knighthode,#x of dame pzudence, 


This knot auaileth moze than golde in cofer, 
And is moze glozious perpetually to abyde: 
A mighty pzince ought be a Philoſopher 
Whiche can by pꝛudence al vices let aſyde, 
Foz whan to manhode pꝛouidence is gyde, 
And vertuous foꝛce is captapne in the werre, 
Let men well truſt that partic may not erre, 


This Epaminonda of knighthod ſuſtenour, 
Carbuncle of vertue as bokes teil con, 
Ofgentelmaners called the famous flour, 
Ind of high nobleſſe a very wozldly ſon, 
Wyoſe knyghtly triumphes be lo high vp ron 
To Martes palais, with the bleſſed ſouns 

- Of famous trumpettes # golden clariouns. 


Foꝛ he was called the bꝛight myꝛrour 
Ofrightkull quareiles the partie to ſuſtene, 
Ok extoʒt wzonges molt iuſt refozmatour, 
Apeegall iuge of entent moſt clene: (ane, 
YOhiche neuer coude nothing but truth mea⸗ 
Wolde of cuſtome foz hate noz aliaunce, 

On nouther partie decline the balaunce. 


And to commende hys vertuous pꝛoweſſe, 
Yys pꝛoued triumphes, hys magnanimite, 
Hys marciall actes, hys knyghtly bulpne ſſe, 
In the gettyng of many ſtrong cyte, 

Ind all his labour was foz the commonte: 
Which to augment he woulde neuer ceace, 
Such toy he had the common wele tencreace, 


Thys was alſo hys vlaunce euermoze, 
What euer he gate to part it in largeſſe: 

Ok golde noz copne he let but lytle ſtoze, 
Foz all his heart was ſet on gentleneſſe, 
By manly fredome, and playnly to expꝛeſſe, 
Be ſpared no good, it chewed well in dede; 
Vys true ſeruauntes to helpe in thepz nede. 


He kept nat in cofers hys treaſour, 
Ok his nature he was lo liberall 


Foz to releue eche manly ſoudiour. 

Suche as were pꝛeued in actes marciall, 
And fo to holde hys feeſt funer all, 

Itter his dethe, his ſtoꝛie maketh mynde 
He was fo kre, he lett nothyng beyynde, - 


All his offices and famous dignities - 
Ind great empꝛiles in hys tyme wzought, 
Encreled fraͤthiles thzough Greece i his cities 
With liberties by hys pzudence out ſonghe 


Foz common p2ofit,and foz him ſelfe nought; | 


With great augmenting of ftriige teritozies, 


All this came in by meane of his victozics, 


Ind amonge all hys knyghtly ercellences, 
By diuers auctours. vnto mynde is bꝛought 
How all hys lyte he ſtudied in ſctences, 

And vpon connyng let holy hys thought: 

By manly pꝛoweſſe of dethe he fered nought, 
That was chewed as it is well founde, 
The day whã he recepued his dethes wotide, 


He was home bozne vnto hys pauillion, 

All his armour with bloude ſtayned reed, 
And on a couche dy his men layed downe, 
And gan abꝛapde as he lay halte deed: 

Sirs (quod he) ot one thyng take hecd, 

Hath any enemp thys daye in the felde 
When J was wounded, taken vp my chelde⸗ 


And when hys knyghtes had tolde hym nay, 
Bya maner of knyghtly retoyſyng 

He them commaunded without moze delaye 
To his pzelence that they ſhould it bzyng, 
Ind thervpon full pitouſly lokyng, 

Full lyłke a knyght and with moztall chere, 
He kyſſed it, and ſaydeas ye ſhall here. 


Thou were my kelow in armes # my bꝛother 
That neuer wouldeſt my felowſhyp fozſake, 
Sure # abyding, ther was nat ſuch another, 
In euer tourney that J dyd vndertake: 

To me welcome an ende J mult nowe make, 
Akter my deth my ſoule hall haue pleſaunce, 
The to be kept pet foʒ a remembzaunce, 


Akoꝛe hys dethcas it is put in mynde) 

The lame hour it came to hys memozie, 
To enqutre he left it nat beyynde, 
Haue wel quod he) this daye had victozie: 
On in the kelde who hath þ palme of glozie⸗ 


Bis knightes he pzayed Þ day he ſhould dey, 


The plapne trueth they would to hym x 0 
n 


of Jahn Bothas 


d pm tolde playnly all the caag, - 
—_ — had wonne the feld o might, 
And = 5 woꝛde — — retoyled — 
That he hys {pirite pelde vp anone ryght, 
Ind ſo he died lyke a wozthy kuyght: | * 0 
Jnwho is ewed what auepleth in ſentence 


Aobles of knigythode, ioyned b pzudences | 


And by the meane ok hys wyle doctrine - 
Philyppe that laye with hym in hoſtage, _.. 
Gan encreace in knyghtly diſcipline, 

He wext in vertue ryght as he wert in age, 


Whole father was by futions outrage, 


(Called Alpſandze) as male is mencton, 
Slayne by hys mother by falſe trapſon. 


After whole dethe Perdicca in dede 

Che yonger bzother, the ſtoʒy Doth Deniſe, 
To the crowne gan lintally ſuccede, 
Slapne anone after in full cruell wyſe: 
Suche falſe murder euery man chuld agriſe, 
As pe haue herde firſt of Imynta, 

Ok Alpſander, and of kyng Perdicca. 


The. xxvi. Chapter, 


rhowe the pꝛoude tiraunt Iman was 
hanged, and the innocent 
) | pzeſerued, 


CN Pe hozrible fall furious foz to rede, 
That foloweth after of ß great àman, 
A ful falſe tyꝛaũt foũd in wozd a dede, 

And was of byzth a Macedonian. 

Which as the bible full well reherſe can 

Was chefe maiſter (who can well conſcerne) 

With Iſſuerus hys people to gouerne. 


He was exalted hye in pzyde = 

To goddes people moſt contrarious, 

YyS hatetull venym he lyſt nat foz to hyde, 
But lyke a tiraunt moſt malicious 

Of wylful rancour fell and diſpitous, 
Fully diſpoſed, and coud him nat withdzawe 
To deſtroy the Jewes and they; holy lawe. 


To hys entent he gate auctoaitie 

By hys ſubtell falle compaſſpng, 

Sent out letters into eche countrie | 
Thzugh al Perce by biddyng ofthe kyng 
That hye and low within the land dwellpng 
No wight except, that people all abont 
Should vnto Iman obey,knele,and lout, 


Thys was the byddyng of kyng Aſſuere 
Whan quene Vaſty was voyded fo her pꝛide 
Ind Yeſter choſen a mapde moſt catere, 
Was bzought:to court with þ kyng to abyde 
Lvhicy-bad iu youth toz to be her gyde 

I wozthy Jewe,called Mardoche 

Within Sulis a fayze large cite. 


By whoſe counſaile eyery thyng the wzought 
_ Paſſyng fayze,andof great mekeneſle, 


Ind when the Enukes to 5ᷣ king her bought 


She was accepted foz her great fayzenefle 
Unto hys grace, her ſtoꝛpe beareth witneſſe: 
And there cheriched in elpeciall, 


Aboue all the mapdens in the court ropall. 


Ind ok all Perce ſhe was crowned quene, 

A pees commaunded thzough al tho regions, 
Duryng the feaſt that men might (ene ' 
The kynges nobley in cities and touns, 

Ind of thys feaſt the ryche ropall ſouns 
Came to the eates of ſimple Mardoche, 


Whicye came with other the maner foz to le. 


Tokoꝛe the palays as he dyd abyde 

With other Jewes in hys companp, 

Ok happe as he caſt hys eare alpde, 

He of two pozters the counlaile dyd eſpy, 
How they them caſt by falſe conſpiracie 

To ſlee the kyng; ſomeday of the pere, 
Like their entent whan they foũd beſt leiſere. 


LOhan Mardocheus pꝛudently gan fele 
The lecrete malice ofthep2 compaſlpng, 

Ok compaſſion he would it nat concele, 

But made Helter diſcure it to the kyng: 
Wherof conuict they were ꝛed to hangyng, 
As me ſemeth a competent guerdone 

Fox all that falſely ymagtine ſuche treaſone, 


By which meane the ſayd Mardoche 

Was wel accepted to the kyng Aſſuere, 
Lykely alſo to ſtande at liberte 

Out of the malyce and fell daungere 

Ot curſed Iman, which made hym no chere: 


But eompaſled in full fell manere, 


Hym to diſtroy and Jewes all yfere. 

Thys Mardocheus the Byble tell can, 

Withdꝛe w hym felfe to do reuerence 

Unto thys tyꝛaunt this frowarde Iman, 

Lyke as the ſtatute comaunded in fkentence? 

Whiche thing tauenge by frowarde violence, 

This Iman made of hatrede to be let | 
Q. lii. Ifo:e 


Leaf,xc, 


Thethirde boke 


Ifoze the palais, a myghty ltronge gybet, 


But who that caſt hym to do vengeaunce, | 
And innocentes foꝛ to oppzelle with mygyt, 
And wylfull malice, tagrege theyz greuaunce 
As God were blynde a had of them no ſyght, 
But at the lathe wyll of very ryght 
Punych the pzoude foz furious violence, 
The pooꝛe ſuppoztyng toꝛ theyz paciente. 


As Mardocheus by innocent lyuyng 

By meane of Heſter, and her great mekenes, 
Accepted was to Aſſuere the kyng, 

The lawe ol Jewes ſet in moze ſurenes: 
Frowarde Iman foz hys curſednes 
Uengeable ofpzidec in the bible ye maye lee) 
Was hye enhanged vpon a galowe tree, 


Mardocheus of pzudence and reaſon 
The furious daunger of Aman let aſpde, 
Pꝛeſerued hys people fro deſtruction 

The tyꝛaunt hanged fozhys frowarde pꝛide: 
Thus can our loꝛde hys tudgementes deuide 
When he leeth tyme, moſt mighty # puiſſaũt, 
Suppoꝛt the limple & punyche the tyzaunt, 


Chyhe. xx vii. chapter, 


Ok the two bꝛethꝛen Artaxerſes and Cp⸗ 
rus, and howe Artaxerſes flew 
his childzen and concubines, 
and howe they ended, 


Fter the fall ok Aman doubtles, 

Whe he beſt wed to haue be i his flours, 
Tokoꝛe John Bochas came Artaxerles, 
Moſt renomed in his time of conquerours: 

- Which gan declare his ſodeyn charpe hours, 
LOith all the parcels of his moztal papne, 
Which that foztune agapne him gan ozdayne 


This Irtaxerſes, as put is in memozye, 

All other p2ynces excelled in rycheſſe, 
Whiche in hys chare famous of glozye, 

Ind with hys trone of wozldlye hye nobleſſe, 
Sate in his tyme (the ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſſe) 
Higheſt eralted$ was of any kyng, (thyng⸗ 
Tyat he Goulde fall was it nat an vncouth 


Kynges he had vnder his obepſaunce, 

An hundred, pꝛouinces, twentie c eke leuen, 
Son vnto Darp, pzince of moſte puiſſaunce, 
His fame dꝛede moze than fyꝛy leuen: 

None lo mighty vnder the ſtarred heauen 


Accompted was that tyme in warre and pees 
As Mas this kyng called Irtaxerles, 


He had a bzother that named was Cyꝛus, 
Out of one ſtocke came theyꝛ bothe lynes, 
But Irtaxerles(the ſtoꝛy teileth thus) 
Was loꝛde of graynes, ot oyle, and of wines 
And had alſo by diuers concubines 

An hundzed childzen, lyke as it is tolde, 
And fiftene ouer,tofoze oʒ he were olde. 


Ok bothe bꝛethꝛen the power laſt farre, 
Duryng theyz tyme ſtode in full hye estate, 
Pet atwene them was ful moztall warte, 
Agayne nature, an vnkyndly debate: 

Foz thylke warres be mot infoztunate 
Whan blode w blodelet no man deme other) 
Lyſt warrep, as bzother agaynſt bzother, 


And kinally cauſe why thys warre gan 


Atwene theſe bzethzen as made is mencion, 


Thꝛough whiche debate died many a man, 


The grounde ok all and firſt occaſion 
Was onely thys,foz ſucceſſion: 
After king Dary reigning in Perce a Mede 


Whiche of them twapne Goulde next ſuccede. 


But Artaxerſes by a maner pꝛouidence 
Put his bzother pziuely in pziſon, 


That he ne ſhould make no defence 


Hoꝛ gather people to hys deſtruction: 
This ponge Cyꝛus, as made is mention, 
Was faſt ſtocked and eke as it is tolde, 
That his ſtockes and fetters were ol golde. 


And though it be nat remembzed in Bochas 
Howe that Cyꝛus eſcaped fro pꝛyſon, 

Pet alſo ſoone as he delpuered was | 
Thzough Perce # Mede rydyng vp a donn, 
De gadered people, ok entention 
Thzough olde hatred hys bꝛother taſſaple, 
The kelde alligned, they mette in battayle. 


LOher Cyꝛus pꝛoudiy put hym ſelfe inpzees 


To chewe hys manhode in ſpeciall, 
Sought his bzother called Artaxerſes, 
Ind gaue to hyma wounde ful moztall, 
Without frendchyp oꝛ fauour fraternall: 
(That Irtaxerles his wounde gen ſo ake, 
Conſtrayned was the felde to lozſake. 


And Cyꝛus than furious as a Lyon 
Dys aduerſaries gan moztally to wake, 
But falle foztune full of colluſion * 
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of John Bochas Leaf.zct. 
Under faynt ſmilyng a mow gan him make; As in the ſtoꝛy playnly pe chall fynde, 10 
Phiche cauſed, alas, i he that day was take, Byrehearſaple and wꝛityng of Bochas, 1 
Aloꝛe ywounded it woulde be none other, How this Dary was falſe and eke vnkynde, 0 
Ind then pꝛelented to his vnkynde bother. Foꝛgettull, and had nothing in mynde 10 
- 2 Yow his father, the trouth to reherre, bd Bite 
And though this Cyꝛus had afoze be found Hath made hi equal w him toraign in Perce 1400 
ponge, freche, luſty, and manly of his honde . — Thi! 
By the conſtraynt of his moztall wounde, And to declare the firſt occaſion, 100 
he dyed anone foꝛ he no ſuctour fonde: To his father how the ſayd Dary | 171041 
Than the two kingdomes win Perce londe By a falſe maner of rebellion, 10010 
Fyll to the handes of Artaxerſes, | Gan tn his — foz to be contratp, 1009 
In whiche after he liued longe in pees. XOhiche to diſture I wyll no lenger tary; 110 
+ But wyth my pennein all haſte pzocede, = 1 
Thus a great ſpace like a mighty kyng Here to diſcriue how it fell in dede. TH 
All — — — | 5 1 
By famous nobles full gloʒiouſiy hinyng, Artaxerſes among hys concubynes . 
Hauyng of riches moſt fulſom abundaunce: It is remembzed how that he had one, 11 
Ind as it is put in remembzaunce, hiche foz to reken wyues and vyꝛgynes, in 
To moꝛe encreaſe of his pꝛoſperitie, Was fayzeſt holde of them euerychone, WR IE. 
In true wedlocke he had ſonnes the. Called Arthalia ot full yoze agone: . 
| And was that tyme, her beauty to diſcryue, $4 11H 
The fyꝛſt of them called Darius, Among the Perciens the fapꝛeſt holde alypſe. 40 
Irobꝛatus named the leconde, | > wm 
And the thirde named was Othus, And though che were y2un farre in age 2 Ry CHI 
Manly pꝛynces, like as it is founde: L Lykeas bokes lyſt of her expꝛeſſe, 19 
Ind ol nature lyke as the kyng was bound, Both of colour and alſo of vyſage 110 
Unto Dar, as made is mencion, She kept her beauty, a her natyfe freſhenes, 
Aboue echone he had affection, IPhyche was afozetoz her ſemelines 
| To the layd Cyzus bziefty to termpne, 
Ind fo2 he dempt him able to thewarre Chole long afoze to be his concubyne. 
By likelyhode, of yereg pong and grene, | 
he caſt fully his nobles to pzefarre But whan thys Cyzus was paſſed into fate ith TON 
Of hye pꝛudence, thus he dide mene, Which foꝛ his bꝛother might not liue in pees, FRI} 
his impotence to ſuppoꝛt and luſtene: Inone vpon wythout lenger date „ 
Fothe was feble in Perce to raygne alone, She was take bp foꝛ kyng Artarerſes, oy {OV 
Ye let vp Dary with him in his trone. Becauſe the was of beauty pearles, 1 
| Ifter long tyme when he fell in age, — £40k 
Whiche was a thing ſtraunge # contrarious She claymed was by title of heritage 1400 
Igapne the cuſtome of Perciens vſaunce, | 11. 
But he ſuppoſed his ſonne Darius Ofkyng Dary by hys fathers lpue, q WM 
Shoulde in luche caſe entreaſe and aduaũce Faynyng his clayme by ſucceſſion, 1 1 
Dis fathers party, of naturall attendaunte, And though his father agayn it dyd rpue? „ 
Ind chew vnto him trouth and kyndnes, And thus began, as made is mencion, ie 
His impotence to cheryche of gentlenes. Ok their debate the kyzlt occaſion: 1 
| Foz Dary caſt all be he bart it ſtyll, Nin 
But in eſtates oft it dothe thus fall, | Her to retoyce agapne hys fathers wyll. 4% 
Vhan that pzynces be runne karre in age, W | 
Their childzens loue apen thedothe appall, And to accomplyche falſelyhisentent. 
* Shewyng no frendſhyp ſaue foz abauntage, Ok her to haue full poſſeſſion, 


How that they may reioyce their heritage: To affoꝛce his party he made thys argument 
Ind in ſuche caſe whan they were ſtronge, Cyzus(quodhe)as made is mencion | Ws { 
Thinke their fathers liue all to longe. Raygnyng in Perce that mighty region, HAN 
Ind this ſtoꝛy dothe playnly determpne, 2 

Ind Irtaxerles ſtode in the lame caas, Foz her beuty * — Inv 
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The thirde boke 


Jud after time whan Cy2us was dede 
Artaxerſes his father ye map le, 

Nert him ſucceadyng in Perce it is no d2ede, 
Lyſt her to clayme eke foz her great beauty: 
Ind ſo quod Dary) che longeth now to me 
Betaule the is ſo pleaſaunt to my ſyght,. 

By lucceſlion J will her clayme ofryght, 


Thus kyng Daty to his father ſayde 

He would haue Arthalia the tayze, 

And therwithall Irtarerſes gan abzayde 
And aunſwered with face debonapze: 

My ſonnecquod he) J wtll not be contrayze 
To thy deſire,but of affection, 

Deliuer her to thy poſſeſſion, 


Ok his pꝛomile he after gan repent 

Caſt hym to make another cheuiſaunte, 
Aud ſecretely his concubine he ſent 

Called Xrthaſtacas made is remembzaunce) 
And thꝛongh his ſleyghty purueyaunce, 
Unto the tẽple, luch meanes he hath (ought, 
Ok great Appollo þ he in haſte was bzought 


Where the was veyled # made a p:eſtereſſe 
- After the rites,playnly and the gyle 
£Ofolde panyms,by a maner holines, 
Ind there p2ofeſſed foꝛ to do ſeruiee 

As their ſtatutes conſtrapne and deuile; 
During her life it might none other be, 
She bounde was to liue in chaſtite. 


This thing was wꝛought by compaſſyng 
Of Artaxerles by frowarde teloſy, 
Wyerot Dary the yonge luſtp kyng 
Wext almoſt wode whan he did it eſpy, 
Jud gan compaſle of melancholy 
Furious rancour,and haſty cruelte, 

VU pon his father auenged foz to be, 


And his party offozce toſuſtene 

With him he had(the ſtoꝛy maketh minde) 
His bꝛethꝛen in baſt an hũdꝛed and fiftene, 
Which to their father were falſe and vnkind: 
Ok all this number wereleft none behynde 
That fc6 this Purpoſe ones lyſt diſſent, 
Yys death ofone will they al aſſent, 


pet of this ſtraunge falſe conſpyzacy 
Frtaxerſes had a knowledgyng, 
Although the ſtoꝛy dothe not ſpecify 
How, ne by whom he had therof wyttyng: 
Foz whiche in haſte he made no faripng, 
To gader meyny #make him ſelfe ſtronge, 


Him ſelkto auenge ol this dilnatural wong. 


Foz Artaxerſes lyke as the caſe tho ſtode, 
Thought it ſate well to his high nobles 
To be venged vpon bnkynde þloude, 


Fozlawe,nature,decrees,rightwiſenes, 


And all ſtatutes dampne vnkyndaes; 


- Wherby this kyngoccalion did finde 
| Axen his childzen, becaule they were bnkynd, 


Some men deme how great multitude 

Ok many childze maketh a man ſtronge, 
But therupon plainly to conclude, 
Vertue is cauſe if che dwell them among: 
But tf their coꝛage enclyneth vnto wzonge, ' 
And vycious life do their bzydlelede, | 
The greater number the wozle they do ſpede 


A'p2ogeny bozne of a curſed lyne, 

May thzough his frowarde falſe infection, 
Out ward of trouth though they chyne 
Under appearaunce and ſimulation, 
Jnfect and cozrupt all a region: 

Foz it is ſapd of full vide langage, 

Frute of ſoure trees take a loure tarage, 


This was well chewed in Artarerſes, 
That (affred his bzother dye at milchefe: 
Bledyng his wounde left him helpeles, 
Whyche to his name Hall euer be repzefe, 
Thus bloude vnkynde hath euer euil pzefe, 
Foz all the childzen fro his tocke diſcended 
Were curſed euerichone as here is remẽ bꝛed. 


Their ſtocke was fyꝛſt contagious of nature, 
Thegrefes frowarde were great in number, 
Whiche ol aſſent did their bulp cure 

By falſe treaſon their father to encomber: 
But there is no ade noz no couert vmber 
So clolely kept namely of falſe gyle, 
But the venym wyll chew out ſome whple; 


And thus the death contagioufly conſpyzed 
Of Artaxerſes ſythe ago full poze, 

YOheron to auenge his hart was ſo fyzed 

Ok furious yze and pbzent ſo ſoze, 

That he not could defarre it now nomoze: 
But with his meyny fyll on them anone, 

Oz they were ware,# ſlew thẽ euerychone. 


He ſlough allo all hys contubynes, 
That wer their mothers of whõ J told tofozn 
Duffred none to liue of their lynes, 


So of ß lynage he hath the wede vpchoꝛne: 
| Found 


of John Bochas  Leaf.xcit. 


Founde among all no grayne of good cozne, 
Coupyct by doome whan they were pꝛelented, 
Tohis death how echone they were allented, 


His clothes (pzent with the vnkynd bloude 


Ok his chyldzen whiche he dyd Gede, 

After whoſe death in great miſchefe he ode, 
And ſo in ſozow his lyfe he did lede, 

Dyed after in miſchefe aud in dzede: 

Death quyt W death, e rage with rage, 

Lo here the fyneof his vnweldy age. 


C.Lenuoy, 


T His tragedy afoze declareth here 
The great outrage of vnkyndnes, 
Betwene two bzethzene raignyng both yfere, 
Jn Perce lande, as ye haue heard expꝛeſſe: 
Cyll deuiſion of all miſchefe maiſtreſſe, 
Gan enter in thzough fraternall hatrede, 
Whyche agayn kynd deſtroped their kinrede, 


The warre aroſe contagious foz to lere, 

Chꝛoughe all Perce of moztall frowardnes, 

Of Epꝛus death rehearſyng the manere, 
How helpeleſſe he dyed in diftreſſe; 

And how the nũber of bzethzen did the dzeſſe, 


To flea their father, the Nozyp pe map rede, 
Cauſyng an ende of all theyz whole kynrede. 


Kyng Artaxerſes with a froward chere 
His inturies and wꝛonges to redzelle, 
Slough hys childꝛẽ, their mother eke yfere, 
Spared not one of froward curſednes: 
By whiche occaſton toke a great ſickenes, 
Itter dyed in miſchefe and in dzede, 
Caulyng an ende ofall his whole kynrede, 


Lo here a ſoʒowe not particulere, 
Foz thzough all Perce ran the curſednes, 
The croked fame ſpꝛed bothe farre and nere 
Ok this vengeable haſty fell woodnes: 
Theayzee ng tb flaunderous blacknes, 
Tothew of vengeaunce the cõtrarious mede 
Ok bloud vnkynde bozne of one kynrede, 


Noble pzinces lift vp your eyen clere, 

And conlider by great autſenes 
The wokull ſtryues, the odious fell daũgere, 
Sowen in kinredes of wilfull traungenes: 
Ok all rancoure pour courage do redꝛeſſe, 
Peylyng the miſcheues folowyng in dede, 
Ot bloude vnkinde bozne of one kynrede; 


$I The ende of the thirde boke. 


Ind 
In tolde and heate lengeſt abidyng 


The Pꝛologue. 


— — — 
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e gooblye and glozious to beholde, 


Chaunge ofſeaſons map do it no hynd2yng: 
And where lo be that men dyne oz faſt, - 
The moꝛe men taſte the lenger it will laſt. 


It doth tourages renue agapne # glade, 
Whiche map be called frute of the tree of lyle, 


So parmanable that it will neuer fade, 


To the fiue wittes greateſt reſtozatyfe: 

Ind to their pleaſaũte moſt chefe confoztatife 
Foz of nature whan they be quicke # goode 
They of this frute take their naturall foode, 


Juctours hereon concluden and eke aſſent 
How that wzityng of his kyndly right 

D othe loued perſons # likeneſſes repzeſent 
Ok frendes abſent leuered farre fro (yght. 
Darkenes of abſencets clered with the light 
Thus frute of watyng hath his auauntages, 


Ol lolkes karre ot to pꝛeſent the pmages. 


Lawe had periched nad be wzityng. 
Our fayth appalled nere vertue of ſcripture, 


 Fo2 all religion and ozder of good liuyng 


Taketh their example by doctrine ok lecture: 
Fo: wuiting cauleth with helpe of poꝛtrature 
Thinges darked of olde that were begon, 
To be remembzed with this celeſt iall ſon. 


God let wꝛityng and letters in lentence 

A gaync the dulneſſe of cur infirmite, 

Tyis woꝛld to enlumpyne by craft of eloquẽte 
Canon, Ciuple, philolopyp:theſe thze 


Confirmed fraunchiſes ot many ſtrong citee: 


Couenaũtes aſſeled, trouthes of olde aſſured, 


Mad wzityng be myght not haue endured, 
Diligence chefe tryumphatryce 


Ok ſlogardp, negligence, and ſlouthe, 
Eke of memoꝛy vpholder and nouryce, 
And regiſtrer to ſuppolaple of trouthe 


Math ok olde labour # els were great routhe 


zought thinges paſſed notable in lubſtaũce, 
Onelp by wzityng to newe remembzaance, 


LOaityng is cauſe that hereto is remembꝛed 
Lyfe of Pꝛophetes and patriarkes olde, 
Dow the apoſtles # marty2s were dilmebꝛed 
Foꝛ Chziſtes fayth his banner vp to holde: 


And wzityng cheweth tofoze as J ron tolde, 
Of conkeſſouts the great Redfalines, 
And of vp2gpns the virgynall clenneſſe. 


Like to a tre whyche euery pere beareth frute 
Shewyng hys beuty th bioſſoms and flourg, 
Kight lo the fode of our inward refute 

By diligence of theſe olde doctours, 

Ind daylyfrure of their faythfult labours, 
Haue our courages foltred and paſtured, 
By w2itypagonly which hath ſo long endured 


The Epigrames whllom periſhed had 

Ok pzudent P2olper that was lo vertuoug, 
And of Senecke the tragedies ſad 

The ſtratagemes of Uegetius | 
Rebllke in vyces of noble Percius | 
Ik in olde wꝛityng had ben founde alacke, 
Thele-ſayd thynges had karre be put abache⸗ 


Wꝛityng cauſed Poetes torecure 

A name eternal. the laurer whan they wan, 
Inadamant graue perpetually to endure: 
Reco2de J take of Upzgyll Mantuan, 
That wꝛote p armes # pꝛowes of the man 
Called Eneas whan he ofhyghco2age, 
Came into Jtayle from Dido of Cartage. 


Thze famous bokes this auctoꝛ liſt compple, 
Eneidos fyꝛſt, whiche that dyd excell 

In rethoꝛpke by ſouerapnte ok ſtple: 

He dzanke ſuch plenty, this poete as men tell, 
Ok the ſtremes þ ran downe from the well 
W2:ought by tho ſiſters that be in nũber nyne, 
Pꝛowes of knighthode moſt clerely to termin 


Fo in that boke hecaſt not fo2 to faple 
With voyce melodious to dilcriue aryght, 
The great conqueſt of Rome and of Itaple 
Wꝛought by Enee the manly troyan knyght, 
Whole verſe notable gaue ſo clcre a lyght 
Though all the woꝛlde as in Rethozyke 
That among poetes was none to hym lpke. 


He wꝛote alſo this poete wyth hys hande 
By humble ſtyle other bokes twapne, 

One ok paſture, the next of tylthe of lande, 
The verle cõueped w fete of meters plapne: 
By which thze labours a palme he did attain 
To make hys name thzough dities dilectable 
Iboue poetes to be moſt commendable. 


Wꝛityng of poetes hath ſet Win his clos 
Coqueſt of knyghthode, their triũph a _ 
ca 


Lhe Pꝛologue. 


Reade in Ouide Metamoꝛphoſeos 

Che great wonders, the tranlmutacions, 
The mozall menyng,þ vncouth concluſions 
Dis boke de Ponto, and wyth great diligence 
Full many a piſtle coplaynyng foz abſence, 


Of craft of lone a boke he hath compyled 
Wherof Ceſar had full great diſdayne, 
Whyche was cauſe that he was exiled 

To abide in Ponto and neuer turne agayne: 
And yet he did his labour in certayne 

Jn hope of grace his wittes to apply, 

To waite a boke of loues remedy, 


Wꝛityng of olde with letters aureate, 
Labour of poetes doth hyghly magnify, 
Keco2de on Petrarke in Rome laureate 
Whiche of two foꝛtunes wꝛote the remedy: 
Certayne egloges and his colmography, 
Anda great conflyct whiche men may ſe, 
Of his quarelles within hym ſelke ſecre. 


he w2ote ſeuen plalmes of great repentaũce, 
And in his Affryke commended Scipion, 
And w2ote a boke of his 1gnozaunce 

By a maner of exculation: 

Ind ſet a notable compylacion 

Upon the life called ſolitary, 

To which this wozid is froward x contrary. 


Thus by wꝛityng he gate him ſelfe a name 

Perpetually to be in remembzaunce, 

Det and regiltred in the houle of fame, 

And made cpiſtles of full high lubſtaunce, 

Called Sine titulo:# moꝛe himſelf to auaũce 

Ol famous women he wꝛote the excellence 
Greſylde pzeferryng foz her great pacience. 


Wꝛityng alſo remembꝛed hath how Troy 
Deſtroyed was lithe gone many a pere 

Che death of Ectoꝛ chefe pyller of their iope 
And foꝛ the party of Grekes w2ote Omere, 
Whichein his waityng was particulere: | 
Foz to Achilles that w2ought al by fraude 
Aboue Ectoz he gaue a linguler laude, 


Writyng cauſeth the chapelet to be grene | 
Bothe of Eſope and of Juuenall, | 
Dauntes labour it dothe allo luſtene 

By a repoꝛt very celeſtiall, | 
Songe among Lumbardes in eſpeciall, 
Whoſe thze bokes the great wonders tell, 
Ok heuyn aboue,ofpurgatozy,and of hell. 


Men by waityng knowe the myꝛacles 

Dt bleſled layntes and of their holines, 
Wedicyne,ſalue,and etze obſtacles 

Geyne moztal woundes a great ſickenes 
Recreation and ſolace in diſtres 
Quiet in labour, in pouerte paciente, 

And in riches ryght, trouth, and conlciente. 


Shoztnes of lyfe and fozgetfulnes, 

The wytte of man dull and aye flydyng, + 
Negligence and frowarde ydlenes, 

Echone ſtepmother to ſcience and cunnyng, 
That J dare (ay nad be foz wzityng 

Onelp oꝛdeyned fo2 our aduauntages 

Dead were memozy and mind paſſed of ages 


Ind thus in chefe the cauſes afoze tolde 
Meuyng the hart of Bochas to waityng, 
And to remembꝛe by many ſtoꝛies olde 

The eſtate ot pꝛynces in chares high littyng, 
And foz vyces their vn ware fallyng: 
Geuyng example as J affy2me dare, 

Of falſe foztune how they ſhall beware. 


His firſt thꝛe bokes be full clere myꝛrours 


Fully accõpliched as Bochas vndertoke, 
The cauſe of fallyng of many conquerourg 
Onelp, foꝛ trouth and vertue they fozſoke: 
Foz which min auctoꝛ toward his fourth boke 
Gan harpe his pen to his eternall fame, 
Onely by wꝛityng to get him lelfe a name. 


Myne auctour Bochas that ſo much coude, 
Beginneth here to make a pꝛoceſſe 

Again the outrage ofpzinces þ were pꝛoud, 
Wyich wer bzought low foz their frowardnes 
And notablye tremẽbꝛeth that mekenes 
Whiche ſtandeth whole in one # doth cõtune, 
Is ape franchiſed from daunger of foztune. 


But he in maner doth recapitle agayne 

(The fall ofmany that ſate in hye ſtages, 
Yow they foz vyces ſtode aye in no certayne: 
Came to miſchefe foz their great outrages 
Remembꝛyng firſt of Pꝛyam the domages 
How he loſt ſceptre andregaly 
Foz ſuſteynyng of falſe auoutry, 


The fall rehearſyng of Aſtyages 
That gaue his daughter whilom in mariage 
To one that was called Cambiſes, 
A poꝛe man bozne of lowe lynage: 

Foz he ſhould haue none auauntage 


Teaf. cin. 


? —_— 
— A L 34 
22 8 * 4 ei 
codes hee Aer EE I . FF ICY 
s Ss * TY 
4: 2 4 — _ < £ — * 
— — 
T — 
n ag _ _ 2 — 


The Prologue. 


In no maner nethet in right ne wꝛong 
By rebellion agayne him to be ſtrong. 


Foꝛ me tofoꝛne had had a vylion 

How there Could one pzocede of his lyne, 
Whiche Gould him put out ofhis region 
Indcauſe him in miſchele foz to fpne: 

But pet foztune could him vndermyne 
That all his wiſdome ſtode in none auayle, 
Foz agayne god pzeuayleth no tounſaple. 


Jt nedeth not his ſtozy to reherce, 
No2 the maner ofhis vahappy chaunce, 
Noz the fallyng of Cyzus kyng of Perce, 


Noz of king Tarquin foz his miſgouernaũce: 
Though Bochas here put the inremebzacice, 
Foz as me ſemeth it were a thing in varne 
A thyng ones tolde to tell it new agapne. 


And he lift not now tobe retcheles 

New agapne to make rehearſayle 

Ok the kyng called Artaxerſes, 

Sithe it is tolde what Gould it moze auayle: 
But hepzoceadeth ſtrayght vnto Jtayle, 
To their ſtoꝛies and beginneth here, 

At Marchus Manlius a romapn c6lulere 


The ende of the Pzologue, 


Thefburthboke; 


Hovve Marcus 


Leaf.rcitit; 


anlius wwrought and 


| dpd foꝛ Rome towne, and at the laſt he was by the commons 


taſt into Tybee;and there dꝛaowned. 


CThe yt Chapter. 


home in Rome there was a 
great lynage 
Called Manloyes of reno⸗ 
med nobleſſe, 


„ „„ 77 2 2 = in his yonge age, 4 

Came this Marcus, the ſtozy doth wytneſſe: 
Phich by pꝛoces foz his wozthynelle 

Was thze tymes by iuſt election, 

Made Conluler of that wozthy toun, 


Which to the commons greatly dyd auayle: 
He diuers tymes foz the tovones ryght 
Faught in his dayes many ſtronge battaple, 
And ape pzeuayled thzough his great might: 
And in the felde by a lynguler fyght 
Outraped hys enempe, lyke as it is tolde, 
And toke from hym a ryche bye of golde, 


Toꝛques in Latyn in Englyche is a bye 

A tercle of golde which that Marcus wan, 
Bꝛought it home thꝛough his chiualrye: 
Ind ol Toꝛques he was called than 
Marcus Tozquatus, a thus the name gan 
He to be called the ſtoꝛy telleth vs, _ 
Amonge Romayns Tozquatus Manlius. 


Ind he woulde ofte ieopart good and lyfe, 

Fo: the citie, entre the felde alone, 

And there conquered foz a pzerogatife 

yoo crownes with many a ryche Cone: 
an tunicles of golde many one, 

Foz thylke tyme foz dyuers hyghe empꝛiſes 

Were crownes made, in many ſondzy wiles, 


Foz as Zul. Gellius maketh mencion, 

Ther wer in Rome deuiſed ſtrange crowns 

Fo2 ſuche as had foughten foz the toun, 

Ay foz their labour receyued they: guerdons: 

By a pꝛerogatiue called champions, 

Which ſondzy tymes ol manhode # of might, 

Jeoparded theyz lyues foz the townes ryght: 
| mes, 

Like theyz deſertes p crownes toke theyꝛ na- 


* 


And of that ſtocke, ryght fayze 


Ok them that were cloſed ſtreyte within, 


Foz ſome ok thẽ wer talled Triumphal, 
Poue vnto knyghtes foz they: noble fames: 
Other allo called Pbſidionall (ral; 
In Romayne tonge, # ſome ther were Mu⸗ 
Eke other twayne Nauall and Caſtrence, 
Ind all they were of great extelence. 


The triumphall made were ok golde 
Dffred in triumphes to wozthy emperours, 
Set with ſaphyzs and rubies manpfolde, 
Upon the hedes of myghty conquerours: 


Ind whan Rome was chynyng in his flours 


That crowne called w bzaches burned fapze 
In theyz vulgar the Xureate coꝛonapze. 


The Obſidionall of whiche J lpake tofoznez 
Deuiled were as bokes ſpecifpe, (co2ne 
Crownes notable wzoughte lyke greyne oz 
Poue vnto pzices which though their chiual⸗ 
Reſcued ſieges, and ſaued the partye: (rye 


Thzough their pꝛowes a crowne toz to win. 


Inother crowne that called was Murall, 
Was geuen and graunted by the emperour 
To hym that firſt wan vpon the wall 

At any liege, and there abode the hour 


Fightyng alone in hopcofſome ſuccour; 


And he that might luche a bꝛunt ſuſtene, 
Dhuld of Laurer weare a crowne of grene. 


Nauall crownes whilom were oꝛdayned 


Foz them that fought manly on the lee, 


hen their chyppes were togeder cheyned: 


He that of manhode and marciall ſurete 
Upon his enempes made firſt entre 

Recepue ſhoulde in all the peoples ſyght, 
Koue lyke a rother, a crowne clere & bzyght. 


The crovone next which called is Caftrence, 
Was geuen ofcuſtome to Þ manly knyght 
That liſt auaũte hi thzoughHtis magnificece, 
Hoſtes aſſembled ieopart _ rs | 
els 0z 


* Nes 1 * 
15 5 
W As: n 
r C os 6 
owe 


+a. —— 


The fourthboke, 


Tokoꝛne all other entre into fyght: | 
Shoulde eke receyue his nobles foz to queme 
I ftarred crowne made lyke a diademe. 


The crowne allo whiche called was Ouall 
Toke firſt name of iope and gladneſſe, 
Whiche kynges a pꝛinces in actes marciall 
Uſed lometyme in thyꝛ iopous nobleſſe, 
At ſodayne let imiches of caluall haſtineſſe: 
As when they venquiſhed pꝛoudlyi battaile, 
Suche as their highnes vnwarlp wee -4 
| ple. 
Ind koꝛ they were ol power inuincible, 


Their noble crownes wer ſeriouſly wzought 


Of mpꝛte bꝛaunches whiche ben imputrible, 
Enduryng euer andcozrupt nought: 

Foz this wozde Ouall, yt it be well ſought 
Is ſayde of gladnes as put is ininemone, 
Oꝛdapned foz pꝛinces after their victozie.. 


Another crowne called Cpuica 

Ok oken bowes was made rounde a plepne, 
Oꝛdapned foz them whiche pꝛo te publica 
Coude in battaylereſcue a citezeyn, 

And lle hys enemy that was a fozeyn: 

Of mighty oke he ould foz manhede 
Clayme to weare a crowne vpon his hede, 


Ind lpke as knightes in marciall delytes 


Foꝛ common p2ofite dyd hem lelfe auaunce, 
So koꝛ they2 noble victoꝛious merites 

The Komayne people had a great plealaũce, 
With ſondꝛye crownes mercial in ſubſtaunce, 
Foz to guerdon their knightes moſt famous, 
Myne auctour recozde called Jul. Gellius. 


Imonge other that dyd his buſy payne 
Suche crownes manly to recure, 
Marcus Manlius in manhod ſouerayne 
Put oft his lyfe in moztal auenture: 

Foz in hys fozce ſo muche he dyd aſſure, 
That he deſerued ful yoze agone 

Ok thele ſayde crownes many mo than one. 


And to thencreace ok his noble fame, 


He dyd a thyng bothe manly and deuine, 
Pherby that he gate hym a ſurname 


To be called Marcus Capitolpne: 


Whiche aboue all his names dyd chyne, 
Whan he alone, wherby he is commended, 
The Capitole from enemies hath defended, 


Whan they of F raunce had take the cite, 
Put all Rome at miſchefe vnto flyght, 


And layde awapte with a great meyne 
The Capitols foʒ to take at nyght, 

By apallage that laye farre out of ipght, 
Under a roche called Carmenton, 

They: caueentredinto the chefe dongeon. 


They were chꝛouded vnder a darke vale 
With ozdinaunce,and myghty violence, 
Towarde mydnight the wall foz to ſcale, 
Moſt couertiy them kepyng in lilence, 
Dempt playnly foz lackyng ot teſiſtente, 
That they choulde maugte tho within 
Their hour aſſigned the Capitole to wyn. 


But the gees that were within clole, | 
The waker foules by noyle of theyʒ cõomynge 
Gan beate theyz voynges,# vp anone arole, 
Wherby this Marcus in hys bed liyng 

Gan tabꝛayde and made no tariyng, 

Toke his harneſle moſt furious and wzothe, 
Ind to the walles in all haſt he gothe, 


And he that came firſt vpon the wall 

Okt very foꝛce without moze tariyng 
Downe into Tybze he made hym to fall, 
And all hys felowes buſy in ſcalyng 

With ſhelde oz pauts oꝛladders vp reyſyng, 
Thys manly Marte (oztly to copzehende, 
Into the klode made them to dilcende, - 


Unto the dethe ok hym they were abaued, 
Foz by his knighthode and his hie renoun 
Maugte all them the Capitole he ſaued, 
Ind afterward reſcued all the toun: 

Foꝛ the foztune in concluſioun 

LOhich that tyme dyd vnto hym fall, 
Capitolinus men dyd hym after call, 


And foz he was ſo bictoꝛious, 

Dym elle alone by thys hye victozye, 

Thys name he gate to hym and al hys houle, 
Perpetually to be in memozye: 

And regiſtred in the conſiſtozye, 

n theyꝛ cronicles hys name determined, 
ith golden letters to be enlumined. 


And the gees of whome 7 ſpake alſo, 

That ſo well kept watche vpon the nyght, 
Ptake were and offered vnto Juno 
Solempnely with great toꝛches lyght: 

To whome alſo it graunted was of ryght 
Whan a famine made they: ſto2e to faple, 
They ſpared were and take fozno _— 1 


of John Bochas 


And thus was Marke a myghtye coquerour 
Woꝛchypped in Kome,all beyng of aſſent, 
But whan ſome folke be ſet in great honour 
Sõtime it happeth they hold the nat content, 
With couetyſle their hertes be (oblent: 
Froſuffiſaunce aboue theyz degrees 
Toſurmonte to higher dignities, 


This Manlius was fret in his cozag? 

To greater wozſhyp (obaynly to aſlende, 
Deminge lo to haue had auauntage 

And in him lelte gan krowardly pzetende 

In that cite all other to tranlcende, 

Belide triũphes which wer to him relerued, 
Higher to clunbe than he hath delerued. 


But there was one as made is mencion 
Called Camullus a loꝛd of great ſubſtaunce, 
Which in the cite and in that mighty toun 

I boue all other had the gouernaunce: 

And as it is put in remembzaunce, 

To his greatneſſe no man might attapne, 
Ire whole noble s Marcus gan dildapne. 


In his hert he had a great enuy, 

Whiche cauſed hym by outrage foz to erre 
Igaynſt Campllus. which foz hys chiualry 
The tovwne gouerned both in peace c werre: 
Ind foꝛ Marcus would hym lelke pꝛeterre 
Fboue that pꝛince in woꝛſhyppe and honour, 
Firſt of the people he gate hym great fauour, 


Ind by a maner of conſpyꝛacpe, 

Be gadered hertes of the commonte, 

And dꝛewe allo vnto his partye 

Great multitude thꝛoughout the citye: 

Ind thus aroſe firſt the dzedfull enmite 
Within Rome, the ſtozy telleth thus 

Itwene thele pzinces Camyll and Manlius. 


Thus fyꝛſt the venym atwene hem was (ow 
Ok haſty hatred by falſe occaſions, 
Which in the citie at wene hye and lowe 
Cauſed of newe diuers diſcencions: 
Ifter the vncouth ſtrange opinions, 
Foꝛ euery wight dzew to hys partye, 
Is they were meued in they: fantaſye, 


But foꝛ to ſtynt this outragious errour 
Ind theſe hally ſtryues furious, 
Igayne fro Tuſcan came a dictatour 
That tyme called Coznelius Caſſus 
LOhich of wiſdome blamed Manlius, 
Joz he cauſed ſuch rancour in the toune, | 


* 


Leaf. xcv. 
And foz his gylt tõmaunded hym to pꝛiſone. 


Phich was in maner hyndꝛyng to hys name 
And appaled in partie hys nobleſſe, 

Foz atyme gan to etlipſe hys fame, 

But afterward the cloude of that derk ene ſſe 
By cõmon fauour was turned into clerneſſe 
Foz as it had be ryght foz the nones 


In his defence the commons roſe atones. 
Fyzlt whan they had among their rumours; . 


Ampd of theyz fell hatefull contencion 
Shoztly rebuked the wozthy ſenatours, 
Becauſe Marcus was let in pꝛyſon. 

Which had bene ay ſo helpefull tothe toun, 
Whome to delyuer they many wayes ſought 
Ind as J fynd euen thus they wzought, 


Fyꝛſt they clad them in clothes blacke, 

Pale of they: faces pitouſly wepyng 

Thepʒ berdes vnſhaue & theyz heades ſlacke; 
Lyke furyous men vp and downe runnyng; 
Tofoze the pꝛilon all thenyght wakyng: 
Ind on hys harmes playnly to be wzeke, 
They gan manace the pzyſon foz to bzeke, 


Ind foz to ſtynt they: outragious clamour; 
The ſenatours made anone ozdayne 

To delyuer hym out of hys ſoiour, 

Loſe his fetters and to bꝛeake hys chayne, 
And when he was delyuered out of papne, 
De lyſt nat ſtynt of haſty cruelte, 

Ok pꝛoude courage auenged foz to be. 


And in his furious fel pꝛelumption, 


Maugre the Senate and trybunes echone, 
Sayde he woulde gouerne Nome toune: 

At whole outrage they gan diſdapne anone, 
The peoples hertes from hym were agone, 
And foꝛ his pꝛide they by auyſement, 
Aſſigned hym to come to iudgement. 


Foz ſake he was throughout the cite, 
Ther came nat one withhymofhys kynred, 
He founde no helpe in hys aduerlite, 


Saue a fewe came with him in dede 


Ok the commons, kul feble at ſuche a nede: 
And thus (alas) he founde no reſiſtence, 
That was veylable to hym in hys defence. 


But foz ſuccour conſtrayned and in dꝛede 
Away he put hys ciothyng and veſture, 


And naked ſtode verely in dede, 


Shewing his woũdes which he dydendure 
| N. ii. A5 
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At many a ſcrimyche and dilconfiture, 
And foꝛ reſcuſe to ſpeke in woꝛdes fewe, 
The capytole to them he dyd che we. 


Ind in ſuppoꝛtyng eke of hys quarele 
Meuyng the people to tue on hys complaint 
Fyꝛſt to his goddes loude he dyd appele 

To pꝛelerue hym ok that he was attaynt: 
The people abouthim w teres al belpꝛapnt, 
That the Judges aſtoned were in dede, 
Where as they (ate agayne hym to pꝛocede. 


But lecretly he was ledde out ofthe pꝛees 
Toa place called Froumentpne, 
Ind there, alas, they were mercylees 


His dome by rigour fully to termyne: 


Spared nouther nobles no2 lpne, 
Fro the capitole out of the chefe dongeon, 
Lob into Tybze toz to be caſt adowne, 


Thys was hys ende voyde of all fauour, 
Whiche no man woulde redꝛeſſe noz amende, 
By cruelte caſte out of that hye towze 

' Whiche he whilome moſt knightly gan deffd: 
But what man can by w2ityng compzehende 
The vnlure ſuccour, founde in necellite, 

To them that labour foz any commonte2 


Let men beholde 5 truſt in wozldly thinges, 
And namel pe they Þ be pꝛoude and hautepne 
Open they2 eyen, caſt vp they: lokynges 
To conlider and ſe well in certap ne, 

Who truſteth foztune his truũ is in vayne: 
And yk he lyſt a clere enſample fynde, 
Among remẽbze on Marcus in your mynde, 


What might anayle his nobles in battaple⸗ 
Byes of goide,crownes of laurere, 

Dys ryche plates oz his bncouth mayle, 
Hys myghty cheldes that Gone ſoclere, 

Oꝛ his triumphes longe farre and nere, 

Oz hys victozies foꝛ the citye wzought, 

Jn hrs miſchefe auapled him ryght nought. 


Here Bochas wꝛiteth in parte agaynſt ſuche 


as can nat be content with ſuffilaunce, 
but vſurpe to high dignities. 


NKEre John Bochas calleth to memoꝛy 
(is The ftrage ſalayze,Þ famous guerds 
dot them gate byconquelt & victozp 
Honour and triumphe within Nome toun, - 


The fourth boke. 


How it was bled he maketh mencion: 
Serioully reherleth the manere 
Which J Qall wzite yfyou lyſt to here. 


Iduyſe was take firſt ofeſtates the, 
Ok men ot armes whiche that were pꝛelent 
That lawe in dede the magnanimite 


Ol hym that chali haue it by iudgement, 


Ok the clergy they muſt haue eke aſſent, 
And ot the lenate the people moſt notable, 
By pꝛeue (fought out that he were found able. 


This pꝛinte alſo outher the capteyne 

Which Gal the triũphe receyue of very right, 
Within a chare full rychely beleyne 

He Galbe let of golde burned bzyght, 

Fret with ſtones, which all geue a iyght 
As Phebus doeth in hys myddaye ſphere, 
That no derkenes about hym chall appere, 


Thys heuenly chare hall foz moze delyte 
To chewe thencteaſe of hys knightly glozie, 
Be led and dꝛaw with four ſtedes whyte 
Thzough the citie, in token ok his victozie, 
And he Gall haue foz a ſinguler memoꝛie, 

In hys ryght hand a palme of gold ful chene, 
And ou his head a crowne of laurer grene. 


He ſhal eke haue aboue all hys armure, 
Poudꝛed with palmes a cote of purple reed, 
In hys left hand hys quareil foz taſſure 

A ſtanderde rounde, declaryng his manheed; 
And all about ſet vpon the heed, | 
The pꝛinces armes full ryche of apparayle; 
In whole quarel he accõpliched the battaile, 


And ofcuſtome the ſayde ſtanderde hall 
Be richcly depeynt with reed colour, 
And (d this knight this man moſt marctall 
Shalbe conueyed lyke a conquerour: 

And pet foz moze encreace of his honour, 
Upon thepꝛ fete his pꝛiſoners echone (gone, 
Take by hys manhode aboute his chare all 


| Themoſt wozthy faſt by hys lyde, 


Ill the remnaunt after, on him lokyng, | 
Echone of the poetes which in þ toun abide 
Shal on hym wapte at his home commyng, 
Ditees deuiſe and ok his conqueſt (png, 

Ind ſtrange minſtrelles, to be allo re coꝛde 
Thier inũrumentes Gal touche at accoꝛde. 


All ok entent to geue hym moꝛe courage 
To the Capitole ſo he halbe bzought, nd 


And let ot pꝛyde he fall in none outrage 

Noz (lurquedy within on thought, 
The molt wzetch al of the town be {ought, 
Which ofcuſtome al haue a ſtaffe in hande 
And in the chare behinde his backe vp Bande. 


Gnotos Eolytos, in Greke he choulde ſeyne, 
Whiche in our tonge playniy dothe e xpzelle 
Know thy ſeife,remembzyng in certayne 
Upon foztunes frowarde doubleneſſe;' /*-- - 
On whom thou truſt may be ſykerneſſe: 
And who that douteth where that it be thus, 
Let hym remembze the ende of Manlius. 


What auapled his triumphes oz hys byes, 
Crownes ot golde, & perled freche tunicles, 
His hygh pꝛowes 02 all hys chtualryes, 
Singler fyghtyng oz marciall particles 
Newilye remembzed oꝛ red in olde cronicles: 
Peyle his merites. and ſee now at the laſt. 


How into Tpbze they: champion they caſt, 


To his ercuſe auapled neuer a dele 

Fauour of comons,carectes of his woundes, 
Noz tothe goddes his lamentable appele, 
Noz remeEbzatice of theyz fratichiſed boades, 
Tcrito:tes.no2 wynnyng of the groundes 
Which that he wan w ſpendyng of his blode, 
Jil knitte in one to hym no ſtede they ſtode. 


Here pe mayeſe how foztune ſodaynly 
Clereneſſe of fame tan chaũge to derkeneſle, 
Glozy to repꝛoche, woꝛchyp to vilany, 

And iope paſſed to moztall heupneſſe, 
Swytnelle of fauour into bytterneſſe, 

Ind ſoberneſſe into furious rage. 

And old kranchiſe to thzaldome and leruage. 


Foz there was neyther requeſt noz prayere 
That auayled to hys delyueraunce, 

In chernes fettred dedlye ok loke and chere, 
Abode the ſentence of his finall gouerna'ce, 
Pale of face with trimblynge countenaunce, 
IWhan he alas gan moztal appꝛoche 
Ok Terpepa to the hydous roche, 


Of Terpepa thys roche bare the name 

Itter a lady, as made is mencion 
Called Terpeya,whiche fell in great defame 
Becauſe che was aſſented to trayſon 

To haue bzought enemies into Rome toun: 
Wherof conuict her ſtozy is wel knowe 


Under that roche che was pdolue ful lowe, 


df Zahn Bothas | 
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Thys roche alſo was called Carmentoun 
After a woman ok great aucthozite. 
Called Carmentes which thzough her hie re⸗ 
The Capitole made in that cite, (nouu 
And che found letters firſt ok our a be, 

Ind connyng had among her wozkes all, 
Declare afoze thyng that choulde befall, 


And 94 — Qurdy roche ol ſtone, 


to the C 
er kauour noꝛ krendchyp lounde he none, 

Foz all his battaples fought foz the toune: 

Thecomons hertes. were turned vpſodoune, 

DOhoſe ſoue is lyke pzentdat aſſay, 

A blaſeoffirenow bzyght and now away; 


The common people may hote and crye faſt 
As theyz heartes ſtedfaſt were and ſtable, 
But at a nede theyz pꝛomyſe wyl nat laſt 
Ok theyz cozages they be ſo remouable, 
To folow reaſon geryſh and vntreatable, 
Lyghtiy declinynge # that is ful great ruthe 
Akter opinions and nothyng after truthe. 


This Manlius was of hys ttuſte diſceyued, 


Vyoſe luſt vnleful was departed in twayne, 
Whan he of pꝛide woulde haue be receyued 
To hygh eſtate which he myght nat attapne, 
Wher tyꝛough ß ſenate gan at him diſdayne, 
Ind the commons ape falſe at lucye a nede. 
Lefte hym in miſchefe,z toke ol hym no hede, 


¶ Lenuope 


& N this tragedy mf may beholde a ſe 
The perilous domages of falſe ambi- 
| Ok thẽ Þ be nat cotet w their degre (ciõ 
But would vp cltmbeclyke thepꝛ opinion) 
To hye eſtate, by vſurpation: ä 
Which nat conſydze the ſentence of ſcripture, 
Jn a good meane men longeſt may endure, 


Who that vſuryeth to higher dignite 

Than appertayneth to hys condition, 

In topall chares foz to make hys ſe, 

And hath no tytle of lyne noꝛ of reaſon, 
Thꝛough frowarde pꝛide full ofte he is putte 
Foꝛ lacke he ſeeth nat euery creature (donn, 
Jn a good meanelengeſt may endure, 


Whan Dedalus taught his tonne to flee 
De bad hym firſt ofhye diſcretion, | 
Fro Phebus hete kepe his wynges fre, 


And fro Heptunus colde congelation: 


N. iii. Mea⸗ 


rcus was caſt downe, 
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The fourth boke. 


Meanp eby, foz Chozt concluſion 
That — — lyſt with ioy his ſtate aſure, 
In a good meane helongelt ſhall endure, 


Remembze the manhode and magnanimite 


Of Martus MWanlyus, which by pzeſiption Wh 


Wolde haue gouerned Rome the cite, 
Maugre the ſenate, ruled that mighty tfoun, 
LOhiche tourned after to hys confuſion: - _ _ 
Foz he ſaw nat, (uch was bys auenture, 


Ana good meane men longtũ maye endure, 


Some in they2 greateſt h 
Of frowarde cozage and | 
Jn theyz great weale by falſe duplicite 
Haue a maner ſtraunge condition, 

Nat to be content with plentie noz foyſon: 
By a falſe etyke whiche of theyꝛ nature 
In a good meane can nat longe endure. 


But in this earth is greateſt kelitite 

In heartes ea(e,rycyeſt poſſeſſion 

With ſuffiſaunce content fozto be, 

Of wouldly trouble teſchewe thoccaſion, 
Meuyng noquarelles,cauſyng no diſcecion: 
Noꝛ cleyme nothyng which hard is to recure, 
Sith in a good meane mt longeſt do endure, 


P2inces remembꝛe in your moſt maieſte 
Enuy ofclymbyng cauſeth deuiſion, 


EE Be of actoꝛd, truſt in no commonte, 


Whiche at a poynt is but diſception: 
And ſpecially tee ſimulation, 
pe maye in Marcyus ſea playne fygure, 


Which foꝛ ambicion might no whyle endure, 


The.iti. Chapter. 


how Nectanabus byngof Egypt, was 
by Xerxſes conſtrayned to łlpe hys 
kyngdome, 


Fter the kal of Marchus Manliug 

Bochas anone gan hys ſtyle dzeſſe 

SR of nes ; rycheſle 
png of Egypt and ofhys grea 5 

Sepng afoze in all hysnobleſſe 

By vncouth cratte, how he ne myght chele, 

That in all haſt his crowne he ſhouldleſe, 


Fo: he was connyng in eſpeciall 

Ind ryght expert as made is mention, 
In all tye ſciences called liberal, 
Ind knew afoze by calculation 


ghpzolperite, _ 
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How God wolde make a trarſmigracion 
Of hys kyngdome, and playnly to tepoꝛte, 
The lande of Perce to Grekes ful trãſpoꝛt. 


Foz by kyng Xerxſes out ofhyscountre 
augre hys treaſour hys connyng a myght 
This Hectanabus conſtrapned was to fipe, 
Durſt nat abyde to haue ot hym a ſyght, 

But into Grete he dzew hym anoneryght: 
Nat lyke akyng,but after olde wzitynges 
Lyke a magicien he wzought wodze thingeg 


Upon foztune further to pzocede, 
By hys conninghe greatly furthered was, 
Ind by hys ſleighty woꝛkyng ene in dede 
He was acquaynted with quene Olimpyag: 
And ſo ſecre,plapnelp thys is the caas, 

That openly her men ſayd by demyng, 

He gate Flyſandze the great myghtye kyng. 


But how he fled out of hys region, 

Ok hys ymages no: of hys illuſions 

Bochas maketh no maner mention, 

Noz how he wzought by incantacions, 

Noz of hys ſubtel operationg: e 
Hoꝛ how that he lyke a man by nyght, 


Dyilom apeared in the quenes ſyght, 


Saue ok hys deth Bochas waiteth nought, 
Kemembzing no tyme no: date 

How he and Aliſander, togeder haue ſought 
The courſeof ſtarres towarde euen late, 
Nozhow hys (onne, like as was hys fate, 
Done from a bzydge by full moztal wake 


Caſt hym back ward, and lo his necke bzake, 


The. iiii. Chapiter. 


&. Yowe Pauſantas duke of Lacedemon 
was expled by them of 
Athenes. 


C N Hys was his end, c after this Bochas 
Gan in haſt hys ſtyleauaunce 

Ok Paulanias to tel the pitous caas, 

Ind all the maner ot hys wofull chaunce: 

Whiche was a duke, a had in gouernaunte 

Lacedemone there foundyng a cite, 

Which of olde tyme was called Byſaunce, 


They of Athenes that cite gate with might 


And it tonquered by they: chiualry, 


And afterwarde were it wꝛonge oz ryght 
They exyled the lame Pguſany 


And thus foztune thꝛough her falle enuy 
Cauſed that duke without moze delayes 


In payne x pouerte foʒ to ende his dapes. 
CF The. v. chapter. 


zd how heliarchus the tyzant fox extozrion 
* — w — — by the 3 5 
knyght Leonides. | 


A705 the fall ſothly of theſe twapne, 
John Bochas was moued of courage 
Foz to rehearſe with all his buſy payne, 
The great fury and the odious rage 

Of Helparchus, whiche by great outrage 
Though he ne were famous in chiualrp, 
De noped all Perce with his tyzanny, - 


XOherfoze Bochas gan at him diſdayne, 
Caſt he woulde onely foz his ſake 

Touche of tyzantes mo than one oꝛ twaine, 
And by w2ityng agayn thẽ a warre make: 
Ind in his hande he gan a penne take, 
Tolde in oꝛder the perillous peſtilence, 
Whiche they wzought by moztall vyolence, 


Firſt he declareth how foztune of right 
Igaine tyꝛantes furious and wode, 

Path full cauſe foz to ew her myght, | 

To appal their dignities in which they Tode: 
Suche as reioyte foz to ſhede blode, 

Do nought els but labour and deuile, 

To ſpoyle the temple in many lundzy wpſe, 


and Helyarchns thzongh hys cruelte 
Ind his contryued falſe extozcions, 

Was moztall enemy to a fayzecitee 

Called Heraclpe, and many other townes: 
Ind by extoꝛt falle oppzeſſions 

Is the dede concluded at a pzefe, ; 
All thatcountrey he bzought to milcheke, 


Turnyng his grace and kauour to hattede 
Mercy,and — crueltie, 
Franchiſe of people to ſeruitude and dzede, 
Oppꝛeſſed their fredome and olde lybertie: 
And all their ſtatutes by which they wer fre, 
He interrupted offozce and not of right, 
Phiche made him odious in all mennes light. 


But to reſtrayne his great extoꝛcions, 
Foꝛtune this vohile was not retchles, 

Fo his hoꝛrible abhominacions 

Dhe gan to auale him, this goddeſſe merciles 
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BY a good knyght called Leonides, 
Whiche with a felow bozne of that countrye 
Caſt on this tyzant auenged foz tobe, 


They dempt it was an almeſſe dede 
To let their lande in quiete and in cafe; 
Oka tyꝛant the furious blonde to chede, 
= impoꝛtable malyce foꝛ to appeſe, 
hyche to their citye did lo great dileaſe: 
And of aſſent with their ſwerdes kene, 


They flew the tyꝛant in their moztall tene. 


Of whoſe death many aman was fayne, 
Ind ſpecially of Heraclie the cite, 

Dempt it was medefull 8 he was ſo ſlayne, 
To ſet in qupete all a commonte: 

Lo here, men may the rightfull guerdon le 
Ok tyꝛantes, whiche by their vyolence, 

Co oppꝛeſſe the people haue no conſcience; 


The.vi. Chapiter. 


ho the bycious Dyonis kyng of Cycyle 
flewe his bzethzen and kynrede , and 
after exiled dyed at 
milchefe. 


Fter this tyꝛant, with a full heauy chere 
Ind countenaunce piteous x lamentable 
' Unto Bochas Dionys dyd appere, 
Whiche in tyꝛanny moſt was impoztable, 
Thꝛough his lande hatefull and repꝛouable: 
But foz all that he gan myne auctour pꝛay 
Ot his maners ſumwhat to wzite and ſay, 


Bochas lyſt not rehearſe his lynage, 
Noz make no pꝛoceſſe ot his genealogy, 
Becauſe he was with all hys great outrage 
Full of all vyces, pꝛyde, and lechery, 

Of auarice, ot᷑ pe, and of enup: 

In Cicyle helde his royall ſee, 

At Cyzaculis a mighty ſtronge citee, 
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Chys Dyonis was curſed ok nature, 


Moſt malicious both of thought a dede: 
Foz as it is remembzed in ſcripture, 

He ſlewe his bzethzen,his coſyns, a kynrede 
That he alone in peace might poſſede 
YOythout trouble oz interruption, 

Ok all Cicyle the mighty region. 


Among all vyces,Bochas dothe ſpecify, 
He gan dꝛawe vnto ydlenes, 


Folowed his lultes of foule lecherp, 


N. itii, And 


Leaf.rcvi, 


And oft ofcuſtome he fell indzonkennes, 


And thought it was moſt ſouerain bleſſednes 


Lyke as he had be maſter of foztune, 


To folow his luſtes and ape therin contune. 


He wart ryght fatte and right coꝛcious, 
And his eyen gan darze of his ſyght, 

That vaneth this man molt vyctious 

He mygyht not well beholde the dayes light, 
And ofmalyce thys tyzant agayneright 
With helpe of robbers it of faile fozeyns, 
Slough ok his citie nye all the citezeyns. 


His bycious lyfe in ozder to rehearce 
Were contagious to the audience, 

His extoꝛt pillages done in Grece # Perce 
Fox to wꝛite 02 tell them in lentence, 
Voould infect the ayze with peſtilence: 


But J wyll bztefelye remember and diſcriue, 


The lacrileges whyche he dyd in hys lyue, 


In Uenus temple befpde Cytheron, 

A great number of women he dyd call, 
Full well beſene, and by oppꝛeſſion 

He made his meyny vnwarely on the fall, 
Diſpoyled them, lo that one and all 
Byhys outrage and frowarde vpolence, 
They naked ode echone in his pꝛeſence. 


Ind whan he ſawe their Chape and feytures, 
He ſuche chole out as were to his pleaſaunce, 


K obbed the other and toke their veſtures, 
And let them go without ozdinaunce: 


Aud foꝛ this vncouth abhominable chaunce, 


Their city Locroys aroſe w ſtronge hande, 
Foz hrs outrage baniched hym their lande. 


In other tyme alſo he dyd ſotourne 

Wythin the temple,lyke as it ts tolde, 

Ok Jupiter ſonne bnto Saturne, 

There beholdyng his relykes manikolde: 
Sawe among other a mantyll large of gold, 
Wherupon whan he caſt hys loke, 

That ryche iewel vnto his vle he toke. 


Ind thus he ſayde him ſelfe to excule, 

It was to heauy and to comerous 

In lomer ſeaſon that mantyll foz to bſe, 

Bic aule it was to large and ponderous: 
Ind ouermoꝛe he aledged foz hym thus, 
Sythe the garment foꝛged was of golde, 
Fo2 voynter ſeaſon how it was to colde. 


And whan he gan away thys mantel pulle 


The fourth boke. 


Than ryght anone thys fy2ant deceyuable, 
Gaue hymn another lingle made ol wulle, 
Affirmed ſothely it was moze conuenable 
To other ſeaſon inoze mete and agreable: 
Cõcludyng thus foz ſomerit was lyght, 
And warme foz wynter in the colde nyght, 


In other tyme this tyꝛant eke alſo 

Whiche was of hart moſt auaricious, 
Entred ones the temple of Ippollo, 

And of his ſonne Eſculapius, > þ 
And whan this tyꝛant fell and contrarioug, 
Behelde Appollo, beardles that was olde, 
And Elculapius with a long bearde of goide, 


Quod Dionis than, as ſemeth vnto me, 
Here is a ſtraunge froward couenience, 
That the father beardles Gould be, 

The (onne bearded ſtandyng in his pzeſence, 
Wade anone by ſturdy vyolence 

To take away the bearde which in his lyght 
Ok molt tyne golde Gone ſo clere and bzight, 


Thzough Grece a Perce where he did gone 
In ali the temples this was his vlaunce, 
The ſtately relyques wyth many ryche ſtone 
And maſly tables of full great ſubſtaunce, + 
To take them all that were to hys pleaſatice; 
De (pared none, thus liuynge iyke a thefe, 
Til he by vegeatice was bzought to milcyeke, 


Ciracuſanes where he was crowned kyng 
Ill of aſſent, there is no moꝛe to ſayne, 

Foz his outragious and vycious liuyng 
They baniched hym, neuer to come agapne: 
And ſo this tyzant vacant went in vaine 
About the wozide,lykea falle fugytyfe, 
And lo at miſchefe this Dionys loſt his lyfe, 


C.Lenuoy, 


-7 His tragedy geueth a warnyng 
To all tho that haue dominatton, 

Ouer the people,pzince,duke oz kyng, 

To eſchue raupn and falſe extozcion: 


Let them conſider how by the occaſion 


Of foule pillage, and frowarde tyzanny, 
This (ayd Dionys at milchefe mult dye, 


Firſt he compaſſed. falſely pmaginyng 

To ſlea the citiszyns ot his royall towne, 

His bꝛethzen. his colens, his kyn not ſparing 
B2ought all his bloude to deſtruction: 

In llaughter he had luche dilectation, Ss 


of John Bothas 


Reiopſyng euer in murder and robberye, 
Whiche cauſed him at miſchefe foz to dye. 


To ſpoyle temples was his retoyſyng 
Toke all their treaſures to his poſſeſſion, 
Tables of golde w ſtones freche chinyng, 
Eke fro other gods the relikes he toke doun, 
Where euer he rode in any region: 
Whole ſacrilege and compaſled telony, 
Cauſed him vnwarely ac miſchete to dye, 


n Uenus temple, by recoꝛde of w2ytyng, 
6 did a foule frowarde abuſton, 

All gentilwomen that came there to offryng 
Them he dilpopled as made is mencion, 

Let them be naked without exception, 

Foz whiche diffame and great vngentry 

He baniched was, and did at miſchefe dye. 


Noble pꝛinces remember on this thing, 
Compalled malyce and falle colluſion 

Mult haue euyl endyng, # come to rekenyng 
Fraude aye w fraude receiueth his guerdon; 
Haue this in minde concludyng in reaſon 
That all tyzantes playnly to ſpecify 

Hath Qozt lyte ozdotye at miſchefe dye, 


The. vii. Chapter, 


( The auctoure agapne pzeſumptuous peo⸗ 
ple and pꝛynces holdyng them lelues 
as Goddes. | 


E folkes that bene aſtonyed in your 
BA aduyce, | 
To ſe Ty:antes that be incoꝛtigible, 
Lift from their ſees, that the helde ſo wile, 
Thoughe their power was very inuincible, 
Pet tofoze god nothyng is impoſſible, 
Wherfoze remember & do nothyng maruaple 
With vnware falles tho foztune thẽ aſſaple. 


Foꝛ whan tyꝛantes be let in hye ſtages 

Ok dignities,raygnyng lyke wode lyons, 
Full harde it is to wzaſt their courages, 
Other totempt their dilpolicions: 

Vozldly felicitie ſo blyndeth their reaſons, 
Is they to god were egall ofpower, 

Ind had foztune vnder their daunger. 


Reco2de of Dionys that oft was afraped 
By aſſaut of foꝛtune, lyke as was his fate: 
Foz vycious liuyng thꝛe tymes diſmayde, 
Is hys ſtoꝛy remembzeth of olde date, 


Leaf. xcviit. 


Next on the ryng now cometh Pollicrate, 
With one Uiturvius tyzantes of Jtayie, 
Raignyng like wolues to oppꝛeſſe þ poꝛayle. 


Foꝛ whan tyzantes in diuers regions 

Ok ſurquedy catche an opinion, 

That their eſtates and dominacions 
Shoulde euer endure by longe ſutceſſion, 
As god noz foztune myght put them downe: 
But as they were in her eſtate ropall, 
Tyrs woꝛlde to rule to bothe two egall. 


Toward god they haue loſt ame and dꝛede 


Touchyng his guerdõs, other of toy oz payn: 
Jndifferent atwene trouth oz faliſhede, 
Their luſt ilerued nofozce who laugh oz plain 
God ts fo2gotten,and they diſdayne 

Is bothe were recleymed to their lure, i 
Falſely tranſcendyng the boũdes of meaſure, 


Fo: whiche ſumtymecas bokes ſpecify) 

God lyſt ſuffer as made is mencion, 

That foztune by a maner mockerp 
Fauoureth ſome fol ke, like their opinion 
Toenhaunce their power by falſe deception, 
As che were ſet playneip fo: to ſep, 

To ſerue their luſt,and durſt not diſobey, 


C The. viii. Chapter. 


Howe kynge Pollicrate foꝛ extoꝛcion and 
trꝛanny was hanged tyll eue⸗ 
rye ioynte fyll from x 
other 0 


Etoꝛde J take on pꝛoude Pollperate, 
Tyzaunt of Samos beſide the ſea Egee 
Whiche ſoze laboured early and eke late, 
Agapne conſcience, ot tur ious crueltee, 
To abound in ryches and foz to haue plentie 
Ok woꝛldly treaſures:dempng 5 foztune ape, 
To his delyzes ne durſt not ſay nay, 


foꝛtune to hym by many a diuers ligne, 


Shewed outward great tokens of pleaſaũte, 
Das to him eke fauourable and benygne 


In all her poꝛt. by a maner attendaunce, 
As he had ben vnder his obeyſaunce 

To ſtuffe his coffers w treaſure locked faſt, 
Ol kalle entent tomocke him at the laſt, 


All wozldly riches hys luſtes dyd obey, 

Ind whan he founde che was ſo fauourable 

Fo: a (ca(on as che lyſt to play, This 
Thi 


The fourth boke. 


This blinde goddes vnlure and vnſtable 
Set him lo hye vp at Fames table, 

Of kalle entent in his eſtate royall, 

Whan he late higheſt, che made him to fall, 


Foꝛ in him ſelfe of pꝛide he gan to deme 
How that he ſtode moſt in pꝛolperitie, 

Ol them that weared crowne oz diademe, - 
Aboue all other in moſt felicitie: 

And thus enhaunced in his ropall ſee, 
Thought him egall w goddes tn comune, 
Farre trom all daunger of fate oz foztune, 


And fo: to attempt ofgoddes the powere, 
Ind of foztune the variant doublenes, 

He toke aryng of golde full bzyght and clere, 
Therin a rubye of excellent reedneſſe, 
Sekyng an occaſion of newe heauines: 
Whiche neuer afoze had know of ſuche thing, 
Into the ſea anone he call his ryng 


Diſpayꝛed agapn it foz to recure, 

Fo: he dempt it was an impoſlible, 

But right anone kyſhers of aduenture, 
Like a maruaple very incredible, 
Among the wawes hydous and hozrible 
Caſt in their nettes, if it would auayle, 
Takyng a fythe the ryng in his entrayle. 


Whiche was pꝛelented at a ſolemnitie 

To Pollicrate with great reuerence, 

Wyan he ſate crowned in his moſt dignitie 
At a feaſt of famous excellence: 

The fyHe vndone, anone in hys pzeſence 
Imidde the entrails his keruer found p ryng 
Ok aduenture, and tobe it to the kyng. 


Whyche dempt of pꝛyde a hygh pꝛeſumption, 
That Neptunus god of the ſalt ſee 

Had of his ryng made reſtitution, 

And dutſt not offende his maieſtee: 

Wher upon a fantaly caught he 

Nether heufly gods, noꝛ foꝛtune blid of ſight 
Were both vnhardy, to attept ayen his might 


His great outrage to god was not bnknow, 
Ind his pꝛeſumption foztune hath wel ſpyed: 
Foz which che made aduerſitie be her bowe 
And of her whele the ſpokes Ge hath ſo gyed, 
- Wheron he late moſt richely maguified, 
That he vnwarely from his hye nobles, 
Was bzought full lowe into great heauines. 


In wozldly iope is nothyng moze to dꝛede 


La 


Till euery ioynt from other went a ſunder. 


Than whan foztune is molt blandichyng, 


Andz ber flattery is fret with woꝛldiy mede, 


Yygh on her whele to make foles ſyng, 
Than of her nature ſozow che dothe bzyng: 
Wytnes of pzynces of olde 0z new date, 
And recozde allo ot pꝛoude Pollicrate. 


Sometyme he late hye on foztunes whele 


Ok pꝛoſperitie with beames clere chynyng: 


Whole temple is made of glaſſe # not of tele, 
His caſtel iſe, vnwarely diſſoluyng: 

Though it be freche outwarde in hewyng 
Unlure to ſtande on, and bꝛyttel foꝛ to abyde, 
Who truſteth moſt moſt lykely is to ſlyde, 


The geryche quene of chere a face double, 
Wythdzewe her fauour and began to bary 
Fro Pollicrates, a ſet hym in great trouble, 
Wext agapne hym maliciouſip contrarye, 
Cauſyng Oꝛontes cunſtable w kyng Darp, 
Maugry this tyzant,in hys moſt crueltie, 
To gyn a warreon Samos the citye, 


And whan his glozy was molt clere of lyght, 
And hys nobles Gone hygheſt at the full, 
Foꝛtune gan thzough her changeable myght, 
Ok his pꝛoſperitie the fethers toz to pull: 
And than at erſt his courage gan to dull, 
And all his pzyde vnwarelp foꝛ to appall, 
Whan he was ſpoyled of his ryches all. 


Firſt whan Ozontes his countrey gan aſſaile 
This Pollicrate of ſodaine auenture 
Outraped was, and taken in battaple 

By a tull perillous moztall diſconfiture: 
Thus foztune coulde bzynge him to her lure 
(Thzough her vnware vgly falſe diſdaynes, 
Led into pꝛyſon & boũde in ſtronge chapnes. 


The people dwellyng within his region 
Reioyled in hart to ſe him ſuffer payne, 

His tyzanny his falſe extozcion 

Cauſed that they did at him diſdapne, 

Fo: of his death no man lyſt complaynes 
Men thzough the woꝛld haue great pleſaſice, 
To ſe a tyꝛant bzought bnto milchaunce. 


Foure thinges his toꝛmentes did augment, 
Sodapne departyng from his riches, 

Ind that he ſawe eche man in his entent 

Ok his miſchefe haue ſo great gladnes, 
Hanged he was, mine auctour dothe witnes, 
Ind honge ſo long in tepeſt,rayne,# thunder, 


To 
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3 Leaf. xcix. 
To beaſtes wilde and foules rauenous Ton baume is none, the bertue well declared, 
Naked he henge, ſuche was his auenture Ok woꝛldip riches may be therto compared. 
To all folkes he was (0 odyous. Eben 6 e 
Had tn deſpite ofeuery creature, This pꝛetious pyment is geue to no foles, 


At bis departyng denyed ſepultuare, 
Guerdon foz tyꝛantes, vẽgeable #retcheles, 
That can not ſuffer the people to liue in pees. 


Thus many ty2antes ercede far their boũdes 
By falſe outrage, and well reſembled be 

To cruel wolues oz to furious houndes, 
Frette with an etyke ofgredy cruelte, 

Co ſtaunche their honger aueyleth no plente: 
Whiche foꝛ their ſurfets froward to rede, 

w Policrates in hell chall haue their mede, 


['< The. ix. Chapter. 


(Howe the tyꝛaunt Alexander floughe his 
Philoſopher Caliſtenes wyth o⸗ 
ther, foz ſaipnge 
| trouth. | 


7 Þ onge all ſtozies to tell the pyteous 

oj CAaaS, * 

Ok wokull playntyfes that put theim 

ſelues in pꝛees, 
With wepyng eyen, myne auctour Bochas 
Was moued in hart not to be retchles 
To waite the fall of Calyſtenes, 
Whiche,alas.as it is remembzed, 
Was foz his trouth on pieces all diſmebzed, 


Foz whan Bochas his ſtozy gan aduert, 

He dempt anone in his fantaſy 

No man had ſo harde a toned hart, 

That might of ryght his eyen kepe dzpe 

To le the pzoceſle ofhys tozmentry: 

Pet gan myne auctour his wokull pen pzefer, 
To wꝛite the wzong done to this philolopher. 


This Calyſtenes in pouth right well thewed 
His grene age pꝛomoted to doctrine, | 
By influence of heauenly fate endued 
Greatly to —— in mozall diſciplyne: | 
Diſpoſed of nature by grace which is deupne, 
To conquere, as bokes do ſpecify, 


The noble ſurname of philoſophy, 


Ok his merites famous and notable, 
Philoſophy did her buſy payne | 
To geue him ſucke, becauſethat he was able 
Che ſote mylke of yer bꝛeaſtes twayne 


moſt pꝛecioug licout who might therto attain 


Aboue all lycours it dothe ſo farre excell, 
Whole oziginall ſpꝛange in the holy ſcholes 
Ok Athenes, as famous bokes tell: 

02 of phil | 
here Calyſtenes(the is couthe) 
With fulſum plenty was foſtred in his youth; 


Though he was boꝛne ofa good lynage 
Uertue made him moꝛe high foz to aſſende, 
To be enhaunced foz nobles of courage 


Moze than foz bloude, who tan compzehend: 


Foz philolophers d clarkes moze commende 
The mozall vertues entreſured by wꝛitings, 
Then all the treaſures of woꝛldly kynges, 


Ok gentle ſtockes recken out the iſſues; - 
That be diſcended downe from a royall lyne, 
If they be vytious & voyde of all vertues, 
And haue no tarage of vertuous diſcipiyne, 
With tempoꝛall treaſure though they chyne, 
As fo2 a tyme ſittyng on hye ſtages, 

Without vertue they are but dead mages. 


Foꝛ though pꝛyntes haue coquered by battail 
This woꝛld in roundnes by ther chyualry, 
What may their tritiphes oz nobles auaple 
Without that vertue by ryght their titles gye 
To be compared vnto phyloſophpe 

Fo: philoſophers apply all their ententes, 
To knowe heauen and cours ofelementes; 


They ſet no ſtoze of thinges tranſitozy, 

Hoꝛ of foztunes expert doublenes, 

Toheauenly thynges is ſet all their memozp 

ym the. vii.planetg in their courſe the dꝛeſſe 
euing the ſtars ſparking in their bꝛighnes 

With reuolutions of the ſpheres nyne, 

Mother of muſpke, as auctours determyne, 


Ind in the noble twaye famous houſes 
Flouryng in Grece,rycheſt of euerychone 
Called by olde date the fayze true ſpouſes 
Of philoſophers many mo then one, 

In Achademie and Athenes hone 

The bꝛyght lanterns of moſt reuerences, 
This would tenlumine by lyberall ſcpences. 


Ind among other this Calyſtenes 

Was in his youth put foz to ſcholey 

In the two ſcholes of pzudent ** 8 
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Tis The fourth bone. 


1 And ol Plato whiche that bare the ken Bnightly triumphes & conqueſtes marciall 
1 Oft lecre miſteries, and of diuine Idey: He vlurped by title of his labours, 
—.— two ſcholes of great abilitee, To heauenly goddes foꝛ to be egall, 

as none p2ofited halte ſo muche as he. And thꝛough his merites moſt imperiall 

Ar He gan pꝛelume, by lpne he was alped, 

Theſe old clarkes theſe olde philoſophers, With the leuen goddes oz to be deified. 
Were in tho dayes foz doctrine ſouerayne | 1028 2. Mun in 300% 
Called in this woꝛld ö riche precious coffers Though all his palaice and his ropall hall, 
And trealures, that kept the cheſtes (wayne, - JS laweye let; bpon papne of lyfe RG 
Ampd their bꝛeſtes wherin god didozdayne That men of cultome Goulde him call 
Moſt clere polleſſion put in their depole, This wozlds monarke,uotmoztal noz paſſile 


Ok all ſciences vnder a key clole, Sonne to Jupiter foz a pꝛerogatyfe, 
CES D pyich had thearth as god moſt of puiſſaunce; 
. (This Caliſtenes ſcholer and auditour Conquered by lwerde vnto his obeiſaunce. 


Ok Ariſtoteles, by cunning conqueryng 75 | ; He 

The noble gemme and moſt pꝛecious floure By full auyſe purpoled foz the nones 

Of philoſophy,all loures lurmountyng, Of pompous outrage #ſurquedous entent, 
Wberthꝛough he was cholen in his liuyng, Full great treaſure of gold x pꝛecious ſtones, 


As his maſter lyſt foꝛ him pꝛouide, Unto the temple of Jupiter he lent, 

On Alexander to awayte and abide, That the biſhops and pzieſteg choulde aſſent, 
IP Hym to retepue at his home commyng, 
F oꝛ Jlerander of kynges moſt entere, Lyke as a god and no moꝛtall thyng. 
And moſt woꝛthy to ſpeake of hye pzowes, 

Did àriſtoteles humble requere Thus by extoꝛt dꝛede # vſurped myght 

To pꝛouide and do his bulines 8 2 Was fyꝛſt bꝛought in falſe ydolatry: 

By expert knowyng and auiſenes, Cauſyng pꝛynces to retepue agayne ryght 

To ſende him one whiche of philoſophy, Godly reuerence of froward mawmetry, 


Might by good coũlaile his cõqueſt magnify, But whan Caliſtenes this errour did eſpy 
| | Jn Alexander, he bulily did entende, 

To wate allo his trytiphes digneofglozy, © (This falle opinion to cozrect and amende. 

And to remember his actes marciall, 

Put his palmes of knighthode in memozy, Put fpue cauſes notable to rehearce 


Ind to direct in eſpeciall This Calyſtenes in eſpeciall: 
His royall nobles in vertue mozall, Though he was king of Egipt Mede a Perm 
That no erroure be ſene here noz there, He pꝛeued of reaſon he was a man moztall, 


In hym that Gould all the wozide conquere, His byꝛthe eke earthy and not celeſtiall, 
Father and mother, as of thepz natures 


But it fell ſo of knightly aduenture, Bonne koꝛ to dye like other creatures, 
Whan of foztunes high pꝛomocion vp | 

That he by armes pꝛoudly gan recure, Dis father Philyp of Macedony kyng, 
Of Perce a Mede the mighty region, His mother called Olympyades 
Bꝛought kyng Dary vnto ſubiection, Wozldly fol ke, and heaueniy nothyng: 


Gate hole his treſute Þ no man might expzes With kynges,quenes, bpſet by hye encrees, | 
To accompt the nũber of his great riches, Pet agapne death they coulde haue no relees, 
| 2 Lawes of nature maugre their wyll to obey, 
Whiche vnlure trelure & ſlydyng abundatice, Not lyke goddes but onely bozne to dey, 
With waſting hadowes of goods trifitozye, ; 
In lurquedous pꝛide gan ſo his hart auaũce, Kynde made them lubiect to ſundzy paſſions, 
By falſe ambicion # outragious vaynglozy, Ind many bncouthe diuers infirmities, 
That made him leſe mynde and eke memozy, Now glad, now heauy of condicions, 
To knowe of nature he was manmoztall, Folowyng the kozmeof their humanities; 
But lyke to goddes that were celeſtiall. But of their falſe blurped deities 
| J can not (ay ſaue dꝛede and flattery, 


Aboue the palme ofolde conquerours, Wzongly in earth dyd them deity, 


| — ̃ 


of John Bochas 


Ltaf.t. - 1 Il 

Eke 4 —— — ; Conſpyzed agapne his ropall mateſtye. | ö | 
all his lozdhyp a my ieee +001 

2 euffred paſſions of —— of thurſtt And kapned allo the ſelfe ſame tyme, 1 
Now hole, now ſicke, now heaur, nom lyght How he hab made a couſppꝛation Fill 
Whole enterchaũgyng in euery mans lyght Agapne his loꝛde, by an hozrible cryme; l 


Clearely cheweth, as clarkes rehearce can 


He was no god but like a moztall man. 


It fyll ones myne auctoz dothe compyle 

na great heate(longe oz he was olde) 

e bathed him ſelfe in the floude of Nyle, 
Where of foztune he lodapnely toke colde, 
His pozes opened on partes manitolde: 
Lay long after, his ſtozy beareth witnes, 


Oz he was cured of that great lickenes, 
But at the laſt by craft of medicine 


Deliuered he was of that infirmitie, 
Nothing amended by his power diuine 
By might of Juno noz Jupiters poſtye, 
Noz by his owne blurped deitie: 

Foz by the paſſions whiche he did endure, 
It ſhewed he was a deadly creature, 


Ok him allo it is made mencion, 

De had a cuſtome to fall in dꝛonkenneg, 
Thꝛough vynolence loſt oft his reaſon, 
Than of yze and furious haſtines 


He woulde ſmyte and hurt in his wodenes: 
Whyche tokens were, playnly totermyne, 


In his perſon not heuenly noz deupne. 


Whan the philoſopher called Calyſtenes 
Gan kyꝛſt conſider all theſe condicions 
Jn Ilexander, he put him ſelfe in pzees 
Uoyde of diſſimulyng and dylacions, 
Fo: to refo2me luche falle ambicions 


Of godly honoz, which men did on the fayne, 
Ind from all vyces his courage toreſtrapne, 


In this purpoſe as any center ſtable, 
He caſt him fully of true entencion 
To coꝛrett all that was repzouable 
Uſed in his perſon oz in his region, 
Crouth gaue him hart lyke a champion, 
To tell the kyng in his eſtate royall, 


He was no god but a man moztall, 


Foz whiche the kyng of indignacion 
Caught aquarell agayne Calyſtenes, 
Put vpon hym vniuMtly falſe treaſon, 
Onelp to flea his maſter cauſeles: 
And foꝛ to attaynthim afoze all the pzees 
Sapd how he had of hys iniquitie, 
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Interrupting the religion N 


Ok his deupne inltitution? 8 
That in ſuch caſe there was no better read, 
But Caliſtenes by lawe muſt be dead, 


And to pꝛolonge of his death the payne 
Upon a boꝛde he was layed a longe, 

Dys fete (mytte ot and hys handes twapne, 
His eyen rent out, wer not his paines ſtrõg 
Thus can tyzites whan they lyſt do w2ong 
Slea philoſophers wythout any ruthe, 
Whyche (pared not foz to lay them truthe, 


Thys cruel bengeaſice myght not ſuffiſe, 
But Alexander moze toencreaſe his wo, 
Dyd cut his lyppes in full cruell wile, 

Hus noſe thyzles,hys eares eke alſo, 

And w the body he bade men Gould go 
Tofoze hys hoſte, as it is remembzed, 

To che we the tronke how it was dilmebzed; 


Ina caue depe and wonders lowe, 
Solitary darked all the boundes, 

After the paynes he made hym to be thzowe 
The place ſtuffed  wode barking houndes, 
Ok kalſe entent to rende his bloudy woundeg. 
Tyll Lilymachus of great compaſſion 

To choꝛt his tozment gaue hym poylon. 


Who red euer oftozmentes moꝛe terrible: 
O Alexander thou oughte@ be achamed 

To llea thy clarke wyth paynes ſohozrible, 
Foz thy vyces becaule he hath the blamed, 
Thy royall name therby is defamed: 

But euer tyzantes whan thelyſt be woode, 
Ok innotentes retoyce to ſhede the bloude, 


Agaynlt his knyght gentle Lilymachus 
Becauſe he had of hym compaſſion, 
Kyng Alexander was melancolious 
Wythout taule, title, oz affection: 

Let ut hym vp wyth a fierce Lyon, 
Uoyde of all helpe foz to be ſuccoured, 
Ok entencion he Gould be deuoured, 


ButLipmachus quythimlyke a knygh 
Agaynſt Lyon in the ſame place, 

Ran N — of hys — myghe 
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The fourthboke. 


Eke this ty2ant of falſe gredy rauyne 
Slewe gentle Clytus agapne all reaſo;, 
As ye haue hearde foz commendacion — 
Of king Philyp,the ſtoꝛy well concepued, 
Who trulteth tyzãtes al ſoneſt be decepued. 


CLenuoy, 


Reconciled to the kynges grace, 


Becaule that he ſo knyghtily hath him bome, 


Better cheriched than euer he was tofozne, 
Inother knyght that called was Clytus. 


Famous in armes foz his chiualry, 

One the greateſt ofthe kynges houle, 

And molt commended of pꝛudent policy: 
Moſt familier as bokes ſpecity 1: . 
About the kyng,as it was ofte pzeued, 

To tempꝛe his courage when he was greued 


The kyng and he walkyng hande in hande 
Within the palaice, beyng in pꝛelence 
2inces and dukes of many diuers lande, 
here they began by notable eloquence 
Kemdeber of armes the famous excellence 
Ok conquerous, and other knyghtes olde 
Ind euery man about his tale colde, 


Imong whiche Clytus the gentle knyght 
Gan to cõmende and greatiy magnify 
Philypot Matedon, as him ought of right: 
Bothe of his wildome & of his cyiualry, 
Tyll Alexander had therat enup, 

Gan dildayne ok furious cruelte, 

That any Gould be cõmended moze than he. 


Caught occaſion of y2e and falſe hatrede 
Agapyne his knyght, Þ was to him moſt true, 
With a ſharpe ſwerd vnwarely made hi blede 
Hts hart bloude hote and redde of hue 

By his ſides raylyng downe ofnewe, 
Therby to pꝛeue this ſtoꝛy tell can, 

He was no god noz reaſonable man. 


Thus in pꝛynces furious and cruell, 

Men map clerely an euidence ſe 

How that lozdſhyp is not perpetuell, 

But full of chaunge and mutabilite: 
Ofchere now krendly, now ſodayn enmite, 
Recoꝛd on Clytus moſt in the kynges grace, 
Unwarely ſlapne, and did no treſpace. 


Was he woꝛthy to be deified 

This Ilyſander, moſt double of his cozage: 
Oz was he woꝛthy to be ſtellified 

This furious pꝛince, foꝛ his fell outrage 
That ſlewe his frendes in his moꝛtall rage: 
Thus fare tyzantes whan they lyſt be wode, 
Tol(cke occaſion foz toſhede blode. 


Oalyſtenes ſlapne foꝛ mozall diſciplyne, 
And Lilrmachus foz his compallion: 
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7 Dis tragedy of Caliſtenes, 
Detlareth vs by notable remembzacice 
De was with Plato and olde Socrates 


In his youth put vnder gouernaunce, 


Dꝛanke ot the milke of plenteous abotidaſice, 
Of their two ſcholes, euer deuoyde ok flouth, 
Laſt by Alexander diſmebzed to his trouth 


Firſt he was (ſent by Ariſtoteles, 


_ Foz toawapte by pzudente purueyaunce 


On Jlexander.,leſt he were retcheles 

By pzeſumption in his royall puiſſaunce, 
To take vpon him by goodly attendaunce: 
Whiche he Wſtode alas it was great ruthe, 
To be ſo ſlapne becauſe he ſayd the truth, 


Who w tyzantes lift put him ſelfe in pꝛees 
To haue their fauour and acquayntaunce, 
He mult flatter and tage doubtles, 


Be double ok hart with fayned countenaunce, 


With chere contryued done his obſeruaunce, 
Foz faythfull meanyng layne, # Þ was ruth, 
Was Calyſtenes bicaule he ſayd truth. 


Noble pzinces your ſubiectes kepe in peeg, 
Be not to haſty fozto do vengeaunce, 
Foz to tyꝛantes that be merciles 


God ſeut Goztlife, a ſodayne miſchannce: 


Wholayeth trouth haue no diſpleaſaunce, 
P2ynt in pour hart how it was great ruth, 
That Calyltenes was llayne foz his truth. 


The. x. chapter. Mp 
how Alexander kynge of Ppꝛothe auen⸗ 
turyng to paſſe the floude of Icherõt, there at 

his backe by his moſte truſtpe 
was mo wouns 
ed. 


Fter the complaynt of Calyſtenes 
Slapne tyzantlp, and did no treſpas, 
Came YJlerander kyng of Pyꝛothes 
His woundts bleadyng vnto John Bochas: 
To him declared how he dꝛowned was 

In Icheroate,ariuer ofgreat fame, 

Belyde a towne Pandolia was the _ 


of John Bochas 


Ind(as it is remembzed)and ptolde 
Ol this notable mighty ſtronge cite, 
Jt was in Grete buylte ofdayes olde, 
Ind after Ppꝛrus called Pyꝛothe: 
Where as the kyng helde his ropall le, 
Ind as bokes alſo determpne, 

(This Alexander came ofthe ſame lyne. 


Of whoſe kynred is made playne mencion, 
Sonne to Achilles was kyng Pyzrus, 
Ind next tn oꝛder by ſucceſſion 

Father to Ylexander was Neoptolomus, 
Whiche had alſo mine auctour telleth thus, 
A full fayze daughter, the ſtozy ye may (ene, 
Olympiades,of Macedonp quene, 


Ind che was wedded to Philip of Macedo, 
Whilom mother this queneof moſt renoun 
ToAlerander,the ſtoꝛy telleth ſo, 
Whiche all the wozlde bzought in ſubiection: 
Whoſe father Philyp of great affection 

Let crowne the bzother of Olympiades, 
Called Alexander to raygne in Pyzothes, 


To whom Philpp foz his great beautie, 
Becauſe he was lo fayze a creature 
Had luche affection and ſpecialtie 

As it is remembꝛed in ſcripture, 

Of falſe foule luſte againſt nature 
Is (ayth Bochas, J can him not excuſe, 
Unlefully he did his beauty vle. | 


Ind by meane of that hozrible dede, 
Whiche to rehearce is to foule a thing, 
This ſaid Philypcin Bochas thus J rede) 
Jn Epitothes he made him to be kyng: 
Ind of extoꝛcion by recoꝛde of wzitpng, 
Cauleles from thence he did enchate, 
The kyng Frabba tho raignyng in place. 


And it fell after the ſtoꝛy telleth ſo | 
Df this Alexander by ſerious rehearſaple, 
Upon the death of Philyp of Macedo 
With a great hoſt came into Jtayle, 
Suppoſyng greatly foz to auayle, 
To occupy after his pzoude entent © 
Wholly the boundes of all the occident, 


Ind though ſo be p koꝛtune be chaungeable, 
Double alſo by courſe of her nature, 

It his ginnyng he founde her fauourable: 
Made him twiſe pzoudly torecure | 
Gapne them of Luke, to their diſconfiture 


To haue the felde, g maugre al their might, 


Ltaf.ct. 
Df very kozce to put them bnto flyght; 


Agapnſt Itaile when he gan this warre 
Fully in purpoſe the Romapns to aſſaple, 
Ok hye pzelumption pꝛocede he gan ſo tarre 
With many a pzince that was in his battaple, 
To knowe afoze by certaine diuinaile 

Ok his conqueſt, the boundes foꝛ to calt, 
And of his lite how longe it ould laſt. 


And in the temple ok Jupiter the grete 

By diuinours that expert were and olde, 
Seruyng this god win the lande of Crete, 
This was the anſwere which thei to him told 
And it affirmed by tokens manifolde: 

How he ne Could elchue the dꝛedefull date, 
Ouer the day aſſigned to his laſt fate. 


Ind they alſo aſſigned a place 

Therby to haue knowlegyng moze clere, 
Under a citie longe and large of ſpace 
Called Pandolia and foz to go moꝛe nere, 
BY àcheront a famous great riuere, 
Tolde him playnly # could no farder ſep 
But of neceſſitie there he mult nedes dey, 


And though it were an earneſt and no iape 
Ok god oꝛdeyned not to be ſet alyde, 


He thought ot wildome his deſteny to eſcape 


And other wiſe foz him leife pꝛouide: 

Caſt in Grece no lenger to abyde, 

Wenyng this riuer noz that faire citye 
Daue in Grece ould no where els haue be, 


Ind foz to ſet him ſelfe in aſſuraunte 

Okt entent to eſchue his deſtinie, 

Into thze battayles departyng his puiſſaſce, 
Came to Jtayle tofoze Luke the citie, 

They with helpe of Samoys the countrye, 
With a great power came out anone ryght 
Slew all his knyghtes a put hym to flyght, 


At the backe they purlued hym ſo nere 
That hys enempes were almoſt on hym fall, 
Unto a bꝛydge bꝛoke wyth the ryaere, 
Ind ouerturned with hys plankes all: 


And Acheronte men dyd that ryuer call, 


As was tolde him by a certayn knyght, 
Whyche rode befoze him the ryuer in his light 


Fo: by a raytie that fyll the ſame nyght 

(The ryuer wart to a dꝛedefull loude, « 

Ind not farre thens in thekynges ſyght 

Upon the water a little towne there ſtode, 
A i. Whiche 
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The fourth boke. 


Jnd lpectally his pzyde gan attame, 
Whan he wyſt Pandolia was the name. 


Ind than he gan moſt dzedfullyremembze, 
Callyng to mynde the pꝛieſtes diuinayle, 


Whiche made him quake in euery membze 
Foz very feare,and h [4m to faple: 


No man coulde him wiſhe noz counlaple, 
On cuery party he ode lo on the wzacke, 


The floude tofoꝛe hihis enemies at his backe 


To take the riuer he ſtode in moztall d2ede, 
And ik that he his enemies did abyde 

He wyſt well that he was but deade, 
Paſſage was none foz to turne aſyde: 
Thus diſſolate he ſtode withouten gyde, 
Thought it better to teoparde the ryuere, 
Than w his enemies 5 folowed him lo nere. 


Theſe moztal dꝛedes his hart gan coſtrayne 
Dꝛede of the floude foz to haue paſſage, 
Behinde his enemies 5ᷣ gan at him dildaine, 
Leſt he were llapne in that moꝛtall rage, 
His fate appꝛochyng he but yong of age, 
The toun Pandolia the tokens did expꝛeſſe, 
With Ycheronte that bare therof witneſſe. 


And whan that he put in auenture 


To paſle the floude, oꝛ els to be deade, 
One whom he moſt truſted of any creature 
Toke a ſpere ſquare and charpe the heade, 
Ind at his backe he quakyng in his d2ede 
Trapteroully thꝛough plate and maple, 


Perted his hart, the bloud abzode gan raple. 


Ind as it is alſo ofhim remembꝛed, 
The Lucanoyes by vengeable vyolence 


They haue his carayne on pieces diſmEbzed, 
 Tyll an olde lady beyng in pzeſence, 


Required them of humble pacience 
That che of grace gader myght anone, 
His membꝛes all, and ioyne them into one. 


Ind after to ſende them vnto his liſter dere, 
Olymppades, the ſtately great quene, 


Chat ot affection and loue moſt entere 


Whan it befell that e did them ſene, 
Should of nature as it muſte nedes bene 
Wepe and pꝛouyde in his eſtate ropall, 
To bury the body with feaſt funerall, 


Se here example of this pzoude kyng, 


Whiche would haue ſcaped his fatal deſteny, Ol wozidly glozy,he could not pzeuayle 


3 


Periodie of pꝛynces may not chaunged be, 
The terme let fro whyche they may not fle: 
Foz whan heuyn ol death hath let the date, 
No moꝛztall man may eſchue hys kate. 


The. xi. Chapter. 


IYowDary king of Perce and Mede wag 
outrayed. by Alexander kyng 
of Macedon. 


Me lyſt as now no lenger foz to tary, 
Slapn at miſchefe foꝛ he was tetchleg 
Double of cozage foz he could chaũge # bary, 
Foz turne I will my pen to kyng Dary 
Whiche that whilom who lo lyſt take hede, 
Moſt mightely raigned in Perce and Mede, 


And among other notable warriours 
Litze as J deme by heauenly influence, 
Onelp by title ot his pzedeceſſours, 
Ind thꝛough his pꝛudent excellence, 
To great encreaſe of his magnificence, 
He had all Aſie, as made is mencion, 
Under his lozdſhip and dominacion. 


| Is Alexander called Epirotheg 


And as myne auctoz Bochas doth defyne, 
De was diſcended from the imperiall bloude, 


Ol Artaxerſes, and bozne eke of that lyne: 
— all pꝛynces of treaſure and of goode, 
n Perce & Mede his great emppꝛe ftoode, 
An hũdꝛed pꝛouynces tencreaſe of puiſſaunce, 
And leuen © thirty he had in gouernaunce, 


Ouer all Aſie to warde the ozient 

His loꝛdſchyp laſt, bokes make mynde, 
Ind he had eke toward the occident 

Ouer Egypt powercas J fynde) 

The redde lea was not left behynde, 
Demyng hym ſelfe of all earthly treaſour, 
Was none but he lozde and gouernoure, 


Toward Septẽtrion bnder þ midday ſpere, 
Dis power raught andhys regaly, 

Ouer Inde, in cronicles ye map lere, 

And to the boundes ok great Atmenpe, 
Loꝛde of the kingdome p called is Parthy: 
Wozldly folke dempt hym w god egall. 
Maſter to foztune,z che not but hys thzall, 


But in his hygheſt exaltacion 
Fo: 


of John Bothas 


Foz all his riches and baine ambition, 

But foztune durſt him wel aſſayle: 

In his moſt ropal ricye apparayle, 

Taſt in her chaũges to giue hi a carpe choure 
By Alexander ot Grece enheritour. 


Unto purpoſe J will my penne dꝛeſſe, 

Foꝛ to declare and make mencion 

How pꝛoude Dary in his molt nobles, 
Was by Foztune from his ſeate caſt doun: 
Fo anone after the coꝛonacion 

Of Alexander, in Macedone kyng, 

This was the pzocelle of his wozayng. 


He not delayed no2 made no long date, 

In put pole fully of yze to pzocede, | 
Of Perce Mede the lcepters to tranſlate, 
All their riches toconquere and pollede, 
Perpetually foz to abtde in dede, 

Under grekes mighty obeyſaunce, 

Jn Matedone, to haue the gouernaunce. 


Indcas mine auctour) well reherce can, 

He let in Grete the mighty ſtronge citye 

Of Cozinthe, the metropolitan 

There to eſtabliſhe his impertall lee: 

In regalibus whan he liſt crowned be, 

As man who godliſte of his might to marke, 
The woꝛld to coquere, # be therofmonarke, 


It the ginnyng of his conqueſt famous, 
Thꝛough out Grete in euerp region, 

Firſt he choſe out ot his fathers houſe c 
Knightes Þ were moſt ſouerapne of renovone, 
Notable in armes, and of condicion 

Faithfull a true, which had of high pzudence 
Fozelight in armes, ot marciall pzouidence, 


To them he did full notably allygne 

As men expert in knightly apparaples, 

To make his ſtuffe with many a riche ligne, 
And foꝛge of ſtele his plate and his maples: 
Gaue them the rule to gouerne in battaples, 
Foꝛ p2ouidence(of voꝛe it hath be tolde) 

Full muche auayleth of knightes wile # olde. 


All this accompliſhed he lift no lenger tary, 
This wozthy kyng. but w his oꝛdinaunce 
Purpoſed to begyn on kyng Dary, 
Indcas it is put in remembzaunce) 

In moſt pꝛoude wiſe he gan him lelfe auaũce, 
Tirſt in his way to bzenne and beate downe, 


Of yally yze, Thebes the mighty towne, 


After he gate two mighty regions 

The one of Frigie, the other called Lyde 
Set by olde tyme were their foundacions 
Upon two tiuers, runnyng there beſide, 
wyole gold grauels their bztghtnes mai not 
Paceoius,and Euryne men them call (hide 
Bichelt of tremes though men reken all, 


And of his conqueſt farder to termyne, 


De wan Jſauria a pzonince wonder ſtronge 


In Alia one chiekeſt of the nyne, 

And Pamphile a kingdome large and longe, 
He gate alſo were it right oz wzonge: 
Foꝛ where conqueſt haue any title of right, 
My cining it paſſeth my reaſon # my might, 


toke no party noꝛ me lyſt not tary 

n this matter, but fozth J will pꝛocede, 
How Alexander haſted towarde Dary 
To atcheue his coqueſte of Perce ⁊ of Mede: 
But firſt he came to Frigia J rede, 
Into a citye the name to ſpecify, 
Thylke dapes it named was Goꝛdy. 


After mine auctoure affirme well J dare, 
There was a teple in Frigiac thus ſaith he) 
Ok Jupiter, in whiche there ſtode a chare 
With ropes bounde ok ſtones and pyꝛre, 
Amonge whiche men might be holde and ſe 
A tat all knotte, by craft made ſo ſubtile, 
That no man could vndo it by no wyle. 


Foz who that had ſcience oꝛ cunnynge 
That curious knot toloſe oz vntwyne, 
Ouer Alye he ſhould be crovoned kyng: 
And Alexander as bokes determpyne, 
Seinge this chare,knitce with many line, 
And how it ſemed a maner impoſſible 

To leuet it, whiche was indiuilible. 


The chare w coardes was ſo enterlaced 
That rychely ſtode in Joues tabernacle, 
Wyiche by his witte toulde not be enbzaced, 
Neither by craft noꝛ no ſolemne mpꝛatle: 
Tyll Alexander by a diuyne oꝛacle 


D2ew out his ſwoꝛde, wherof mẽ had woder; 


Carke the knotte # cozdes all aſunder. 


Wherby he wyſt that he was oꝛdeyned 
Ouer all Iſre to be lozde and kyng, 
Whiche to reioyce this ſtozy is not fayned 
He rode like Mars, his battayles cõueiyng, 
Thꝛough Perce # mede, his ſtãderds ſplayig 
Toward his * J let him _— , 
in. An 


Ital. cil! 


Ind of his chare # knottes J will you tell, 


Pꝛudent Juſtinus an olde croniclere, 
In his cronicles rehearſeth this ſtozp, 
Howe Goꝛdius a poze labozer 
Belide the citye that called is Goꝛdie, 
Eryng his lande did his oren gye: 
And all maner foules that hath flyght 
Hye in the ayze appeared in his ſyght. 


Unknowe to him the token what it meant, 
With diuinours caſt hun to counſaple, 
Called Jugures, which holy in their entent, 
Anowen the pꝛoceſſe of ſuch diuinaple 
Where it hall pꝛofite eyther diſauayle: 
And at the gate of Gozdy the citye, 

He met a mapde excelling of beautie 


Whiche from aboue by heauenly inſtuence 
Vad from her byzth a maner knowledgyng, 
In luche augurp, great pꝛactike and ſcience, 
Whiche to Gozdius expowned euery thyng: 
_ Sap2 of Aſie he chould be lozde and kyng, 
And rayone there duryng all his lyfe, 

In hope wherok, che became his wyke, 


After his weddyng he wart fo2tunate, 
_ The crontcle can beate me well reco2de, 
There kyll in Frigp a ſodapue great debate 
Imong the commons a moztall dilco2de, 
VBnowyng no meane to bꝛyng the at accozde, 
Tyll their goddes by notable pꝛouidence, 
Taught them a way to appeaſe their violcce, 


How that debate choulde among them laſt 
Unto the time thep had choſen a kyng: 

Ind they gan cry a pꝛay their goddes faſt 
By ſome ligne oꝛ myꝛacle out ſhewyng, 
To geue tothem a maner knowlegyng, 
That they myght to their notable encreace, 
Chole ſuch one, p ould them let in peace, 


They had aunſwere to waite, a be wel ware 

To let (pyes by buſy attendaunce 

On whom they met ridyng in a chare 

To Joues temple to do his obleruaunte, 

Ind hym retepue by goddes o2dinaunce: 

Upon his heade withouten moze taripng, 
To let a crowne in Frigie to rapgne kyng. 


And Goꝛdius in his chaire ridyng, 

Toward the temple they on the way him met 

And awaytyng,chole him to their kyng, 
Ind ſolemnely home they did hym fet, 


The fourth boke. 


Upon his head a ryche crobone they ſet: 
And he to them ſo egall was and mete, 
That he them bzought into reſt and quiete, 


Thus to the crowne Goꝛdius did atteyne 
By tokens che wed vnto hys great auaple, 
And their diſcozdes and ſtryues to reſtrapne, 
He to his lieges gaue notable counlaple, 
That they Gould with royall apparayle, 
Take his chapꝛe, as he did them dcupſe, 
And offer it vp in moſt lowly wile 


In the temple that was conlecrate 

To Jupiter, a full lolempne place: 

Ind moꝛe to make their offryng foztunate, 
They chould u let ( without lenger (pace) 
Tofoꝛe the goddeſſe that was called Grace, 
Whiche by myzacle their hartes to appeaſe 
Set all the people in quiete and in caſe. 


Ind whan the kyng Alexander had 

Loſed the knot of whiche J haue you tolde, 
And of the chaire whiche Goꝛdius ladde 
The ſecretes ſepne & miſteries manifolde, 


Woꝛldly pꝛeſũption gan make his hart bolde, 


Without title of any ryghtwiſenes, 
The citye Goꝛdy to ſpoile of his riches. 


Ind all Iffryke he robbed eke alſo 

Up to the mountapney called was Taurus, 
The whiche hyll hath famous names two 
Foz it is aiſonamed Caucaſus: 

Where this pzynce moſt vyctoziousg, 
Oꝛdeyned firſt with lpeare and Gelde, 
Igaynſt kyng Pary foz to holde a felde. 


Upon a mountayne they together met, 

The marciall plaine named Yozeſtes, 

Ind moſt pꝛoudly their wardes there they ſet 
All foꝛ the warre and nothing foz the pees: 
gere Alexander, in knyghthode peerles, 
Ill the Perciens battayled in his lyght, 

And Darius party were put vnto flight. 


Kyng Alexander choꝛtly to conclude, 

In his moſt ſtately royall magnificente 
Set not his truſt in no great multitude, 
But in his knyghts, which long in his pꝛeſete 
Had had in armes longe experience: 

Were well pꝛeued in marciall diſciplyne, 
Tenhaſice his cõqueſt by their pzudet doctrin 


Whiche in p iourney haue the ſo well bozne, 
(That in their nobles founde was no ——_ 
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Foz (yrty thouſande of fotemen the befozne, 
They llewe ol Perce, and men on hozſbacke 
Other ten. M, ſo moꝛtall was the wzacke: 
And. xl. thoulande as made is mencion, 


Were pꝛiſonets, and put to theyzraunſon, 


On Grekes partie the ſtoꝛy dothe wel ew, 
Macedonoys on Xlyſanders ſyde, 

Jn compariſon were flayne but a fewe: 
Foꝛ of fote men and men that dyd ryde 
Thꝛough the feldes » were ſo large x wyde, 
There were that day in theyꝛ moꝛtal ſtriues, 
Nat full thꝛe. C. whiche » loſte their lyues, 


Dary coude none other reſcue make, 

Fled at miſchefe in full great diſtreſſe, 

His wife, his doughter, led awaye and take, 
His tentes ſpoyled, his ſtoꝛy bereth witneſſe: 
Gretzes made glad with ful great rycheſſe, 
His cofers ſpoiled, he fonde no better (uccour 
And he enpoueriChed of hys whole treaſour. 


Whan Dary ſaw his deedly auenture, 

Ful pitouſiy in heart he dyd mourne, 

And anone after thys dilconkiture 

To Babylon in haſt he gan retourne: 

Ind while that he dyd there loiourne, 
Knowyng no recure to hym h might auaple, 
With Alylandꝛe to holde moe battaple, 


{Than of pur pole to ſet hym ſelfe in caſe, 
And foꝛ taleye hys deedly tell greuaunce, 
In his entent kyng Alyſander to leaſe 
Caſt foz to ſende him letters of pleaſaiince, 
peue hym giftes in full great abundaunce, 
But al þ ſleight which darins hath w2ought, 
Byng Alyſander let them echone at nought, 


This manly kyng kept his conceyte cloſe, 
Lyſt nat ewe what he ment in dede 
But caſt fully after hys purpoſe, 
Upon his conqueſt farther to pꝛocede: 

After the gettyng of Perce and eke of Mede, 
To wyn Surry, Egypt, and Libyelande, 
Dempng koꝛtune redy to hys hande. | 
Ind ofhys conqueſt farther to endyte, 
Whan his gloꝛy gan moſt freſhely prov 


The temple of Jupiter caſt hym foz to vilite, 
Whiche ſtode in Libye, auctours determine, 
Sayde how he was dilcended from the lyne 
Ofthylke god, boꝛne to be hys heyze, 

Is loꝛde ok heauen, lire, water, earth, a ayze. 


Ind that the pꝛieſtes fully choulde aſſent 
Dith heauenly gods to make hym cgall, 
Great richeſſe and treaſour he them leut, 
Thus d2ede and mede made hym ccleſtiall, 
Falſely fozgat that he was moztail: 

And of ambicion by Martiall apparaple, 


Caſt with Dary agapne to haue battayie, | 


Ind as J fynde howe they dyd mete, 


The two p2zynces with people in numerable, . 


In the confront of the lande of Crete, 
And kyng Dary of folkes defenſable 
B2ought to the felde a people incomparable 
Four hundzed M. of fotemen fet fro farre, 
With Xiyſander foz to holde warte. 


In hundꝛed. M. there came with him alſo 
On hoꝛlbacke, in ſtele armed bꝛyght, 
Ind all thys people whan they had a do 
(All be that daye full longe laſt the fyght) 


Were ſlayne and take and yput to ſtyght: 


Where Ilylander to hys encreale of gloꝛ pe, 


Had of kyng Dary that day the victoꝛpe. 


And Perciens to thepꝛ final miſchefe, 
Without mercy oꝛ paving of raunſon, 

With kynge Dary were put to great repzefe, 
Voyde of all hope and conſolacion, 
Fled as ] fynde into the region 

Called Parthe, where as it is tolde, 

He of that people was take and put in holde. 


Ind thongh hys fetters were ol golde ryche, 
He had therof god wote no pleaſaunce: 
Foztunes gyftes be nat aye ylyche, 

In her falſe whele there is ſuche variaunce, 
Diuers of chere, ſtrange of her countenaũce, 
Made Alyſander with a lytle numbze, 

The multitude ot Dar to encombꝛe. 


Within a towne called Thatſa he was take, 
Ina charet with cheynes ſtrong donde, 

Ok all his frendes pitoully fozſake, 

Ledde, a hurt with many a moztal wounde: 
Ind this murdze contriued was and founde 
By one Beſſus, a froward recheles knyght, 
Which ltode afoꝛe molt fozthered in his light. 


And was aſſured by fayth of his legiaunce 

To kyng Dary to be true in dede, (chaunce, 

But this falle traytour god lende hym myl⸗ 

Cauſed his woundes moztally to blede: 

Pet oz ye died, he ſent in all his dꝛede | 
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The fourth boke, 


A Percien knyght ſad and of great age, 
ToAlyſander,ro teli hym his meſſage. 


To thankethat pzince of his hye nobleſſe, 
Which of his grace a mercy molt habounde 


 Hym lyſt to chew ſo great gentylneſle 


Unto my wife, and childzen as it is founde, 
Foz which to hym J am ſo muche bounde, 
That he myne enemy of hys benignite 

Jn theyz diſtreſſe lyſt haue of them pite, 


Ind lith J ſee that nedes J muſt dey 
Thꝛough blody woũdes, whiche J maye nat 
Sap Jliſander ot grace that J pꝛay (xecure, 
Fo: to haue ruth of myne auenture, 

Next to oꝛdayne foꝛ my lepulture: 

Ind condiſcende to graunte myne alkyng, 
Foz to be buryed as longeth to a kyng. 


Pꝛaying the gods which be immoztall 
Whan he hath done to qupte hym hys mede, 
That of his mercy moſt imperyall 

Yym lyſt of grace foz to take hede 

To bury me kyng of Perce and Mede: 
Fo2yf this tauour be in his hert founde, 

To his nobleſle the fame Gall aye rebounde, 


Requyzynghymuofhis imperyailmyght, 
Of my foule murder to ſee eche circumſtaũce: 
Fo2 murder alway calleth to god of ryght, 
Neuer ceſſyng but by continuaunce 

Up to the heauen to crye fo2 vengeaunce, 
Namely on murder compaſſed and thought 
Which by auilement is execute c wzought. 


And ſythe J haue layd on the thys bonde 

To Alyſander to do my meſſage, 

And him contured here with my ryght hande 
Taucge my deth wꝛought by great outrage, 
My blode out ed with pale e deed vilage, 
Here boũde in ſtockes to gods molt benigne, 
With ryght hole hert my ſpꝛite J reſygne, 


Thus he lay ſtarke, ther was found no abode 
2 yke as another moztall creature, 

When Alyſander the murder vnderſtode 

As ye haue herde remembꝛed by ſcripture, 
He dyd oꝛdapne foz his ſepulture 

The funerall feaſt to holde in all thynges 
As by olde tyme longed bnto kynges, 


¶ Lenuope 


CY Dis tragedy pitous foz to here, (ble, 
d Sheweth of foztune þ chaunges lame 
Of royal trones, of gold a tones clere 


. Of woꝛldly pzinces howe they be vnſtable: 


Their fatal whele moſt Diners & chaũgeable, 
Dith vnware turne lyſt nat her courſe tary | 
To thzow thẽ downe, recoꝛde of king Dary, 


Who can oꝛ may be ful aſſured here 

To mate foztune to be ſo treatable, 

To finde out a way oz ſearche out the manere 
By obligation tofynde her immutable: 

Her double face. the wozlde ape diſceyuable, 
Shew eche dape howe falſely they can va 
By couert fraude, recoꝛde of kyng Dary, 


Example how Phebus with his bemes clere 
Sheweth ſomeday his lyght moſt agreable, 
But long oz eue darkenes dothe appere 
Though cloudy myſtes, à raynes durable: 
To vs declaryng by tokens full notable, 
Wozldly dignities now freſh now contrary, 
Can change her tydes, recoꝛde of king Darp. 
| | 
Thzough al Alpe, Perte, and Mede yfere, 
His lozd{hyplaſt,a thing incomyarable, 
To Ethiope vnder the mydday ſpere, 
Ful of treaſure with golde innumerable 
His boundes raught, foztune eke ſeruilable 
To obey hys luſtes tyli che gan falſely vary, 
By expert fraude to pꝛeue her might in Dary 


ty, 


Noble p2zinces with hole hert and entere 
Lyfte vp pour cozages, holde thys no fable, 
Though ye ſyt hye toncepue with good chere 
No woꝛldlye loꝛdchyp in erth is perdurable: 
Ind lith ye be of nature reaſonable, | 
Among remembze as thyng moſt neceſſary 
All tant vpon chaũge, recozde of king Dary, 


The. xii. Chapter. 


¶ Here Bochas remembꝛeth the bataples 
and loſſe of realmes of antiquitie,with -- 
the failyng of diuers nobles, 


J Eregineth Rochas temẽbꝛe in certaine 

The great ſoꝛowes, p moztal diſaueyls 

The loſſe of realmes, p blod edi vaine 

Begon of warres and marciall appareyls, 
Called to mynde of olde the fell batapls 
Gon of antiquitie,as made is mencion, 

Firſt atwene Grekes a them of Troy r. 
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22 of John Bothas 
A pitous hert it woulde make blede, 


To haue in memoꝛie the greatoutrage 

As ye haue heard wꝛought in Perce # Wede 
Atwene Dary and Alylandꝛe in theyz age, 
Eke atwene Romatns x them of Cartage, 
The wofull troubles of warres firſte begon, 
Cauleth all miſchefes that ben vnder the (on, 


On outher partie who can remembꝛe aryght 
Howe loſle, nowe lucre, cometh ok diuiſion: 
Now diſencreaſe, now heauye & now lyght, 
Now life now dethe,foz Gozt concluſion, 
Foz Bochas ſayth ſuche falſe diſcention 


Hath many kyngdomes ö ſtode in hye eſtate, 


Tourned torupne , and made them deſolate, 


Kemebze of Trop the walles bzoke downe, 
In Grete diſtro-ed manyla ſtrongecyte, 
In Perce and Mede great deſolation, 
Rome diſpurueyed of marciall ſurete, 
Caſtels and tours of olde antiquite 

Made ruynous,in Affryke and Cartage, 
Cauſed by warres d Martes cruetrage, 


Who lyſt conſider w2ought by dayes olde 
(The courſe of conqueſt of theſe warriours, 
Jn Alyſander he clerely maye beholde, 

By remembzaunce of his pzogenytours, 
And of hys blode, howe all the ſucceſſours 
Had fatally oz they dyd hence wende, 

A ſodayne deth oz a hamefull ende. 


Full many reckened that wer ofhys lynage 
Fo2 to ſuccede in hys poſſeſſions, 

To ſyxe and thirty partyng his heritage 

To eche aſſigned theyz royall poztions, 
Firſt as he made hys dinilions 

He gaue of Frigie the pzefecture of ryght 

To Leonatus that was ſo good a knyght. 


But alytle whylelaſt hys poſſeſſion, 
Foꝛ the countrees lyſt hym nat obey, 


They of Athenes had indignation 

With Intipater foz he dyd warrey: 

Pet in that warre,playnly foz to (ay, 
Leoſtenes theyz duke, theyꝛ gouernour, 
Was flaxne þ day he found no better ſuccour, 


And Leonatus that was his aduerſary, 


Of Intipater the partye to ſuſtene, 

Founde fo2tune that daye to hym contrary: 
Fotin the felde though he rode armedclene, - 
With a ſpere his wounde was made grene 

It milcheke layne,myne auctour doth copile 


= 


Thus his loꝛdchrp laſt nat but a whyle; 


Intipater another lucceſſour 

Ok Ilylandex as made is mention, 
Was by recozde the ſame falſe traytour 
That foꝛ his death tempered the poyſon, 
Yys (on Callader accõpliched the trayſen; 
Bare the cup which that made hym ſterne, 


With ß drong poylon when he dyd him ſerue; 


Intipater ot this crime culpable, 
Greatly deſyzed in his opinion 
Upon all tho than to be vengeable, 


That likely were to eſpychis trapon / 


A 


Dꝛede hym ſoze hauyng ſuſpection 
Leſt he were accuſed to the eſtates, 
Ok crime called leſe maieſtatis. 


Bys loone aſſented to that hozrible dede, 
Which to Alylander beyng in Babylone, 
Moſt traytourly without chame oz dꝛede 
As ye haue heard, pꝛeſented the poyſone: 
And yer the kyng as made is mencion, 
Though he to hym falſe was and contrary, 
He made him pzefect,102d of pᷣ land of Cary, 


And among other notable warriours, 


There were thze moꝛe ful wozthy a famous, 


Set in the numbze of his enheritours, 
Polycarpus,and Neoptolonius 

And eche ofthem to other enuious: 
Within a felde the ſtozye dothe vs lere, 
Eueriche llewe other as they met ykere, 


Of Perdicas what Could J waite oz ſayne, 
Which among all was one the beſt knyght⸗ 
That whan Alyſander [aye diyng certayne 
Ind gan to feble ofhys foꝛce #myght, 
Dempt afoze that it ſat ful well ofryght, 
How thys Perdicas foꝛ wiſdom & manhede, 
Jn Macedone choulde after hym luccede, 


And vnto hym with loke z chere benigne 
Upon his heed foꝛ ſickeneſſe complaynyng, 
With full whole hert, foʒ a notable ſigne 

Ok lucceſſion he gaue to hym a ryng, 

After his day to be crowned kyng 

Ok Macedone, ſith he moſt might auayle 
Thzough al his empyze to haue p gouernaile 


And pet ſayth Bochas plapnly in ſentence, 
Though he ofknyghthode and hie pzoweſſe, 
Ok manly foꝛce, and alſo oł pꝛudence, 


Paſſed all other, the ſtoꝛpe beareth wiege \ 
Pp 
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By vicious pꝛide a frowarde boyſtoutnelle, 
He was moze hyndzed thꝛough his outrage, 
Than all bis enemxes myghi do yi domage. 


Foz thꝛoughe his pꝛide and great extozcions, 
Fro Macedone the people ot that countre 
Fledde into other ſtrange regions, 

And of pꝛelumption the ſtoꝛy layth howe he 
Began a warte agapne zyng Tholome: 
Where he was flayne tn ail mens ſyghtes, 
Nat ok his enemies but ofhis own knightes, 


Eke ol Inaxarchus of Capadoce kyng 
LOhiche pzouince toyneth vnto Surry, 
Touchyng the botides by recozde of waityng 
Towarde the Dztent,the lande of Frmeny, 
Hauyng two coũttpes Scilice and Jſaury, 
Towarde Cypꝛe a a great ryuere (tlere. 
Kennyng amiddes with tremes kreche and 


This Tnaxatchus were he lothe oz fapne, 
In dapes fe we hath hys kyngdo me lozne, 
Foꝛ by Perdicas pꝛoudiy he was flayne, 

Of whom that J haue you tolde befozne: 
Thus woꝛldly pꝛices tho they had it lwozne, 
Foꝛ all theyꝛ loꝛdchyp and domination, 

By fraude of foztune vuwarly be put doune. 


And amonge other pzynces of that age, 
Upon Ilyſ(ander duly abydyng, 

Bochas teherleth Amplchar of Cartage, 
Duke ok that cite by recoꝛde of wzityng, 
Aftet the death of that wozthy kyng, 

As ye haue herde ymurdꝛed by poyſon, 
This (ayd Amplchar repeyzinge to his toun 


Was flayne in Cartage, Goztly to conclude, 
Of cruel malice and conſpitacion, 
Within that cite of falle ingratitude, (ne, 
Whan he of knighthode frachiſed had ß tow- 
And nat withſtandyng all his hye renoune, 
Whan he ſtode hyeſt in hys kelicite, 


He by the commons was llapne of that cite. 


be. ill: Chapter. 


& Howe Eumenydes was twyſle 
outrayed by Antigonus 
and at the laſt dyed 
in pꝛpſon. | 


ha alitader in his rotal eſtate cherd 
Had all conquered tofozeas pe haue 


He like a god moſt pompous & elate, 


The fourth boke, 


As ſouerayne pꝛince of all myddleerde, 
To take vpon hym was nothyng aferde, 
(To clapme in countrees a thynge f was nat 
Ok Jupiter to be both ſonne # hepꝛe. (fapze, 


One of the pꝛinciples, who ſo taketh hede 
That firſt bzought in falle ydolatry, 

Was thylke tyme Þ pꝛieſtes foz falſe dꝛede 
Yys name with goddes gan to maguiky, 
Ind ſo to call hym ot fapaed flattery: ?: 
And mydde their teples in Liby on a ſtage, 
Ok hys lykenes they ſet vp an pmage. 


But lytle oz nought to hym it myght auaple 
Agapne his deth foꝛ to do ſuccout, 

When the fell poylon hys hert dyd aſlaple 
Whiche made him fade as doth a tour, 

Df whole empyze was none enheritour, 
Saue in his deth thus ſtode the woku caſe, 
Twene lixe a thirty hys land deuyded was 


Ind in his ſtozy full playnl it is tolde, 
This departicion to make it ferme # ſtable 
He was laide fozth vpon a couche of golde, 
To reherle by tokens full notable 
Whome he dempt of very ſothe moſt able 

Ok all his pzinces playnly to diſcerne, 

When he was deed,his kingdom to gonerne, 


Firſt there was one amonge all that pꝛees 
Next Alyſander the knighilyeſt man, 
The wozthy knyght called Eumenides, 
YOhole high renoun ful well rehearſe can 
P2udent Juſtinus, the great hiſtozian, 
Oꝛdapned afoze to gouerne realmes two, 
Ill Capadoce and Paſflagony alſo, 


Dis hie nobles as made is mencion 

In eſpeciall moze to magnify, 

Hym lacked nought ofcommendacton 

That apparteyned vnto chiualrp, 

To hie pzudence,oz noble policy: 

Except thꝛe thinges myn auctoz ſayth $ ſame 
Acrowne, a ſcepter,andakynges name. 


But foz that he all other dyd excell 
Bothe of pzudence and famous chiualrp, 
It is remembzed as ſome bokes tell, 
That there were ſome had therat enup: 
Foz when foztune lyſt to ſet vp an hye 
Any perſon aloft vpon her whale, | 
Some are beſyde that like it neuer a dele. 


Who holdeth him euer vpon hie mountaynes 


Fyn⸗ 


Fyndeth great experiẽce of blaſtes x hours, 
Oft is troubled with ſtoꝛzme wind &raines, 
So of Alplander the pꝛoude lucteſſours 
Whan they ſat freſheſt in theyz flours, 
Winde of enuy,foztune helde ſo the rother, 
That eche was buly to deſtroy other. 


On hylles bye it is an impoſſible 

A man to abyde without winde oz reyne, 

A thyng expert and very viſible, 

Hye clunbyng vp is medled with diſdeyne: 
Pzeace hath enup as it is oft ſepne, 

And thꝛough pzeferryng of foꝛtune i eſtates, 
Js euer cauſe of great warre and debates. 


This ſame thinge was well expert # pzeued 
Imong theſe (ayd royall enherytours 

Of Alplander, foꝛ eche of them was greued 
To ſee hys felow raygne in his flours: 

Ind thus atwene thele myghty lucceſſours 
Of falſe enuy there gan ſo great a ſtryfe, 
That eche made other foz to loſe hys lyte, 


Ind as it is afoze made mencion, 
Pollicarpus and Neptolonyus 

By a maner falſe conſpiracion 789 
Agayne Eumenides were onely enuious, 
Ot whole falleneſſe he was ſuſpicious, 

Tyll on a day there is no moze tolayne, 
Metyng in battayle flew them both twayne 


* 
Foꝛ which laughter pꝛoude Antigonus, 
Of Macedonepzefect and gouernour, 
Wert in his heart ſo fell and dilpitous, 
And was withal a noble warriour, | 
With his knigytes dyd wholly his labour 
Agayne Eumenides by marciall apparaple, 
I telde aſſigned to holde great battayle. 


Made vpon him a great diſcomfiture, 

As they mette armed bzyght in ſtele: 

Ind thus Eumemdes of moꝛtall auenture 
Fledde at miſchefe into a ſtrong caſtell, 
Wherof his knightes lyked neuer a dele: 

Foz as the ſtozy playnly maketh mynde, 
That dap hefled and left his men behynde, 


In which caſtell fo2 he ſtode deſtitute, 

Fro thencehe caſt in all haſt toflye, 

In his great miſchefe to fynde ſome refute 
That time he dzew him to a ſtrãge countrye, 
Some luccour to get auenged fo2tobe, 
Called Argyze,by Grekes of entent, 


The Latyn cozrupt of this worde argent. 


of John Bochas 


LLeaf.cvs 


Of Argicaſpedes a people that there dwell 
The naine they toke after that region, 

The whiche lande as olde bokes cell 

Hath of ſyluer plente and foyſon: 

Foz which caule by olde diſcription, 

It toke the name ok nature andofryght, 
Becaule the ſople like ſyluer ſhyneth bzyght; 


And of thys vle which hath ſo great a pzyſe 
As myne authour maketh reherſayle, 

How the people be pzouident and wyſe, 
Pꝛudent in armes, and manly in batayle, 
Bothe to defende and pꝛoudlye to aſſaple: 
Whiche by theyz wiſdome a good counſaple, 


To kyng Alylander ſtode in great auaple. 


Ind Eumenides one ok his ſucceſſours, 
As ye haue herde dꝛewe to that countre, 
There to fynde ſome refute andſuccours 
In his milchefe and great aduerſite: 


And foz his woꝛdes of great authoaite, 


Bis noble langage and his fayze eloquence, 
The people had him in ful great reuerence. 


Ind foz they were manly and cozagious, 
Able to aſſemble bothe plate and maple, 

He made them riſe agaynſt Intigonus, 

By theyꝛ pꝛowes with hym to haue bataple: 
But of foꝛtune hys party gan to fayle, 
Wher thilke people, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 
Had atoze ben full victonous, 


Antigonus hath the felderecured, cons 


That day his knightes fought lyke wode ly⸗ 


In turious tene of hys cozage aſſured, 
B2ake they: tentes and pauilions, 

Spoiled their caſtels robbed their dũgeons, 
Where that countre vbnwarelp thus affrayed 
Had neuer afoze in batayle ben outrayed, 


And of diſpite this people recheles, 

Caught in their hert great indignation 
Agayne thetr pꝛynte, this ſayd Eumenides. 
Which had the bꝛought to their deſtructton: 
And all the people ot one opinion 
P2eſented him it was nat after longe, 

To Antigonus bounde in chaynes ſtrong. 


In this pzoces bꝛefely to pꝛotede, 

At great miſchefehe dyed inpzyſone: 

He found nomercy playnlyas I rede, 
Foz all his nobleſſe noz hys hye renoune, 
et ofhys manhode made is mencion, 
that ſtozy lyſt to loke aryght, 


1 
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With Ylyſander there was no better knight. 


In hys conqueſt euery hour and ſpace 

De was molt cheryched foz hys bye nobleſſe, 
Aboue all other ſtode moſt in his grace, 

To helpe and releue fol ke in their diltreſſe; 
All be that he dyed in wꝛetchedneſſe, 

To vs declaryng the great variaunces, 


That all dape fall in foztunes chaunces. 


CLenuoye, 


Dys tragedy of duke Eumenides 

Sheweth of foztune þ great doublenes, 

How wozldly pꝛinces that ben recheles 
With vnware chaunges fall into diſtreſſe: 
Ind there map be no greater heupnelle 
After pꝛoſperite, noꝛ greater payne 


Than aduerſite which that is ſodapne. 


Greateſt enuy whereis greateſt pꝛea ce, 
Greateſt awayte where is molt rycheſle, 
Ind greateſt eale where is reſt and peace, 
Where molt diſcoꝛde moſt is heupneſle: 
And of all ſoꝛow ſozowfulleſt exceſle, 

Is thylke ſoꝛow 5ᷣ dothe a man conftrayne, 
After pꝛoſperite with aduerſite ſodayne, 


PRAM in erthe of power peerles 

hich excelled all other in nobleſſe, 

Had in this woꝛlde by coqueſt moſt encrees, 
As Alyſander the ſtoꝛy bereth wytneſſe: 
Remẽdꝛe the kyne ok all theyz hye pꝛoweſſe, 
And the triũphes to which they dyd attapne, 
After pzolperite aduerſite ſodapne. 


The ſtrong enheritours which 5 he out thees 
Sire a thittp, the nombze to expzeſſe, (les, 
Whiche hadde poſſeſſion of kyngdoms dout- 
Eche thyng obeying to their wozthyneſſe, 
Tyl foztune thzough her wunted doubleneſſe 
Shewed her myght vnwarely to oꝛdapne, 
After pzolperite aduerſite ſodayne. 


Noble pꝛyntes to auopde all diſencrees 
Amonge pour ſelues diſcoꝛdes to repzeſſe, 
Be nat enupous, noꝛ yzous cauſeles, 

Wotke nothyng of haſty wylkulneſſe: 

Let diſcretion be pour gouernereſſe, 

Fo: theremuſt folow pf ye parte ontwapyne, 
After pzolperite aduerſite (odayne, 


The.rlii, Chapite x, 


The fourth boke. 


>>Howe Queene Olympiades, fo the 
| delyted in vyces, murdze,and ven⸗ 
geaunce,dyed at milchete, 


Ext in oꝛder to Bochas dyd appere 
After the milchefe of Eumenides, 
, Che great quene wa full pitous chere 
Mother of Alyſander, Olympiades, 
Boꝛne ot the lyne of Gaades | 
Amonge quenes(her tozy bereth wytneſſe) 
Excelled all other in beauty and rycheſſe, 


She was doughter to Neoptolomug 
The mighty kyng of Epirothes, 

And had ſulpecte how Neptanabus 

By enchauntment put hym elle in pꝛees 
Ok wikely trouth to make her recheles: | 
But Bochas here foz to ſaue her name, F 
Waiteth but lytle of her dilclaunderous fame, | 


This ſavd quene right fayꝛe of her viſage, 
Was firſt bzought tozth in thylke regions 
Where all the wozthy of blode and of lynage, 
Helde they: lcepters, and their ryche croung, 
Thzough all G rece with full poſſeſſions: 

So that this quene that tyme nere and farre 
Was of beaute, called the lode ſtarre. 


But among al her great pzoſperitees, 

Het youth flowig in moſt ſouerapne nobleſſe 
Her toye was meddled w great aduerſitees, 
Whan Philip Matedo in her great heutneſſe 
Was moztally wounded in diſtrefſe, 

In Cythia by a certayne nation 

Called Triboloys,as made is mencion, 


F02 in that tountre bpon a certayne dap, 
Where as he faught and dyd hys beſt payne, 
To gette a cite, and at a ſiege lap, | 
And foz thaſſaute dyd his ſtuffe ozdayne, 
He loſt vnwatelp one of his eyen twayne: 
That whan the quene behelde hys wounde, 
Foz (020w che fell plattebnto the grounde. 


Another thyng, bokes ſpecifye 
(Troubled her fame by great heupneſſe, 
The luſpecte ſclaunder of aduoutry 
Wꝛought by Heptanabus, enchauntyng her 
The light ecliplyng of hie nobles, (fapzenes, 
By ſwaifte repozt foz to hynder her name, 
What flieth moze ſwifte then wicked fame 


Jn womanhede (ag authours all wzyte) 


oft thing comended ſt honeſſe, 
M 3 nded is theyz cha he 


— 


e, 


ol John Bothas 


Thyng moſte ſclaundzous their nobles to a⸗ 
Is whan pzinceſſes ol haſty freelte, (twite 
Excede the b of wifely chaſtyte; _ 
F02 what auayleth linage oz royall bloode, 
Vyan of theyz liuyng ß repozte is nat goodez 


The holy bedde defoyled of maryage 
Oz ones ſopled map nat recured be, __. 
The voyce goth.tozth & the froward langage 
By many realmes and many a great cite, 
Sclaunder hath a cuſtome ( and thatis pite) 
Trew outher falle by contagious ſowne 
Ones repſed it goth nat iyghtiy downe. 


And to mozehind2yng of Olympiades, 
Philippe away dyd from her deciyne, 
And of the kyng of Epyzothes 
Che wyke he toke tohys concubine 
Called Cleopatta playnely to termine, (ble 
2nd thus in myſcheke tencreaſe of her trou⸗ 
Their falſe aduoutrie gan to were double. 


Ok this pꝛotes wꝛite wyll J no moe 
Cauſe the matter is abhominabie, 
Foz kyng Philip the bargayne bought ſoze 


Az is temembꝛed by cronicles ful notable; 


Slapne on a day ſyttyng at hys table 
Fall ſodaynly oz he toke any hede, 
Pauſanias dyd that cruell dede, 


of which (laughter folowed a range caſe 
Is ye haue herde by Pauſanias wzought, 
Olympiades full glad and mery was, 

Deuy out warde her heart voyde of thought: 
Pet faynyngly che hath wayes out ſought 
Foz hym to holde ſolempne and ropall, 

Lyke Grekes rightes, a feaſt funerall, 


After whole dethe wꝛought ok great cruelte, 
Kyng Ilyſander made no lenger let 5 
Made Panſonias taken foz to be, 


And to be hanged vpon an hye gybet: 


Upon whole head there was a crowne ſet 
Ok golde and peerle,and riche ſtones Inde, 


By Olympiades in ſtozy as J fynde. 


Fo: he ſtode greatly in the quenes grace 
And as folke dempt of vs Sang rom 
They met together in many pztuy place, 
ich greatly tourned to her confuſion; 
Foꝛ noyle aroſe th all that region 
That by thoccaſion ot᷑ theyꝛ millyupng, 
How Paulanias ſlough Philyp the kyngs 


Teaf.c bi. 
But che anone in her malice feruent, 
Fro the gybet made hym to be take donn: 
Made his body lolanpnely to de bent 

Kept his exequies with great oblation, 
After the ryghtes of that region: 

Natleft behinde in partie noz in all 

That appertapned to feaſtes funerall. 


Upon kynge Philyp as it were foꝛ the nones 
Todo her lozde a ſhame oꝛ a deſpyte. 
Solempnely che made bꝛenne the bones, 

Ok Pauſaniag, fo a falſe appetite: 

Unto no man lhe had lo great delite, . - 
Foz which this feait was like in all thinges, 
To thexequies ofpzynces and of kynges, 


She made his werde alſo to be take 


Dith whiche he lough Philyp the kyng, 


Offred it vp onely foz hys lake 

Tofoze Ippolio, by recozde of wzityng: 
Which to her was (claundze a hynd2yng, 
Cauſed folke deme in their entent 


To ſlee kyngPhilyp; how ſhe was of aſſent, 


To be cruel was let all her pleaſaunce; 
Fo: mercpleſſe voyde of all pyte, 


On Cleopatra cauſynge thys vengeaunce, 


That ſhe her ſcife henge vpon a tree: 


Murdꝛed her doughter the ſtozye ye may ſe, 


What malyte map, yt it be declared, 


Vnto the malyre of women be compared. 


Spcke of them that be malpcious 
Ind lyſt of cuſtome foꝛ to be vengeable, 
Amongea thoulande one map be vertuous 


And in two thouſand ſomeone is merciable, 


But when they be ol rancour vatretable, 
There is no Tygre moze cruel doutles, 
Recozde J take, ot Olympiades. | 


And che ofmalice was moꝛe ſet of fyze / 

To execute boldly her vengeaunte, 

By the occaſion oof the gteat empyze - 

Ok Perce a Mede, ful famous in ſubſtaiice, 
Which ſtode by coqueſt vnder þ gouernaunce 


Ok Alyſander, wherby che thought her trog 
_ Tacheueeche thyng were it right oz wzong; 


Dempte her power Gould ape contune 

By the meane of hys hygh maieſte, 

God is ſtronger than the quene foꝛtune 

Which ſuffred her ſon in her moſt dignite 

n Babylone, popſoned fo to be: 

is remembzed in many olde ſtoꝛ pes, 
T.i. Akter 
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The fourth boke. 


After his triumphes and his victoꝛpes. 


But foꝛ to paſſe bzefely to the w2ytyng 
Touchyng the quene as made is mencion, 
Phan deed was Philyp the famous kyng 
She had of Macedone full poſſeſſion; 

And gouerned that myghty region | 
Wyer like a wolues as auctours of her wꝛite 
To Ghede blode Ge gan hyerlelfedeiyte. 


In her tyzanny moſt feruent and yzous 
N eioyled inſlaughter and to ſee men blede, 
Fox (ſerpent none was moze malicious 
Then was this quene, in bokes pe map rede: 


pet akter all this che retepued her mede, 


Foz though foztune fauoured her a whyle, 
Yet with her trains ſhe coude her wel begile. 


Thende ok tyꝛantes and eke of tyzannelles, 
Ind of murdzers be they neuer lo woode, 
Ot poyſonmongers, and enchauntreſſes, 

- Oftalle ſupplantours contrary to all goode, 
And of conſpirers, them that thꝛyſt bloode: 
All theſe miſt haue by goddes puruepaunce, 
ere hozt Iyfe oz ſodapne vengeaunce. 


In MWacedone this quene was moſt behated 
x02 her vengeable moztall oppꝛeſſion, 

And Caſſander againſt her hath debated, 
And gun a warre vpon her region, 

Which to Alyſander miniſtred the poyſon, 
Is ye haue herd tofoze of hym deuyſed, 

By Antipater molt inoztally pꝛactyſed. 


She founde no rekute but toke her to klyght 
This cruell quene, this Olymptades, 
Juto a moũtaine that ſtode ferreout ofſight, 
And of her kyn there folowed great pꝛees, 
Suppolyng to haue lyued there in pees, 
Foz on that hyll Code a great dongeon, 
Strongly walled about enupzon. 


Whiche that marched to agreat cite 

Called Epidua, ſtandyng in great dout, 

Becauſe Caſſander ofolde enmpte 

Had foz her layde a ſiege about, 

Ind none ſo hardy foꝛ to iſſue out, 

Tyll Caſſander of falſe compaſſed trayſon, 
Made with them a compolicion. 


Hys faythe was layde that tyme foz hoſtage, 
By othe aſſured to Olymptades, 

By touert fraude vnder fayze langage 
Toluffer her with him to lyue in pees: 


But of his pꝛompſe he falle was a recheles, 
Foz vader treatie as made is mencion, 
The quene he tobe, and taſt her pꝛyldn. 


But wyll pe ſe a ropall bye cozage, 

Howe boldly delyuered fro pꝛylon 

She dilcended, imperial of vila ge, 

With all her maydens about her enuyzon: 
Her enempes pzelent, woder than Lyon 
Seyng her ſtande lo ſtatelp of yer fate, (nace 
When they were pꝛoudeſt to areſt her & ma⸗ 


Dhe was of purpoſe arayed foꝛ the nones 
(As ſayth Bochas) in moſt ſtately wyle, 

In ryche purple golde and pꝛecious ſtones, 
Lytze an empꝛeſſe in the Grekyche gyle: 

Her lyſt nat flye, the ſtozye doth deupſe, 
Dith cryenoz noyſe paſſed nat her boũdeg, 
Phan the blodye rayled from her woundeg. 


She nat afrayed in all her moztall hours, 
Uoyde of all feare lyſt nat bowe her chyne, 
Make no pꝛaper to her tourmentours, 
Noz no token of coꝛage feminine: 
Upzyght che ſtode lyſt nat downe declyne, 
Gaue euidence as it is compzehended, 

Of what lyne and blode ſhe was dilcended. 


Foz vnto the tyme che gaue vp the bꝛethe, 
Was neuer ſeyne pꝛince noz pꝛynceſſe 


That moꝛe pꝛoudlp toke their fatal dethe, 


Foz as J deme her marciall hardyneſſe 
Came fro Bellona, of armes chefe goddeſſe, 
Oꝛ che had it by influence ofcozage, 

Poue by the goddes to her and her lynage. 


Foꝛce is a bertue, as bokes ſpecify, 

Agayne all vices to make reſyſtence, 

But frowarde rancour, and pꝛoude mel:coly 
Gaue her a ſpirite of fayned pacience, 

A falſe pzetence of her magnificence, 

Is (caunce che had ben in vertue Crong, 
Fo trouth to haue endured euerp wWꝛong. 


Contrarious fozce made her diſpitous, 
Stronge in her errour toendure payne, 

Of obſtinat heart the was fell and y2ous, 
In dethes conſtraynt lyſt nat to complayne: 
Counterfayte (uffraunce made her to fayne, 
Nothyng of vertue playnely to termine, 
No! ok no maners that be feminine. 


In her entrayles all malyce was encloſed, 


And all contagious venym ſerpentpne, n 


' Wher mercy reigneth of grace ther is koylon, 


of John Bochas 


Natlykea woman but as a fende diſpoſed, 
Able to diſtroy all vertuous diſcipline: 
Thus che began thus che dyd alſo fine, 

In vicious murdꝛe ſhe dyd her ape delyte, 
Wherfoze of her me lyſt no moze tendyte, 


CLenuoye, 


L ye that hall thys tragedy ſe, 
Ok ruth x mercy haue compaſſion, 
To lee a pꝛinces from her imperiall ſee 
So vnwarely by foztune thzowen doun: 
Of whole milchele this was thoccalion, 
n thze thinges was ſet molt her plealaunte 
zn vicious like, in murder, a in vengeaunce. 


Alas that euer the moꝛtall cruelte 

Ok blody lwerde, by execucion 

Shoulde be appꝛopꝛied to feminite, 

Agayne the nature oftheyzcondicion, 
Caulyng the finall ſclaunderous confuſion 
Of Olympiades, here put in remembꝛaunce, 
Foz vicious lyfe, murdze, æ falſe vengeaunce. 


Under freche floures lote and fayꝛe to ſe, 
The lerpent dareth with his couert poyſon, 
Jnchaiſtall waters that calme and ſote be 
Are peryllous pittes full of deception, 

Men le all day by clere inſpection, 

In faynyng faces angelyke ſuffiſaunce, 

PÞyd vuderneth rancour a great vengeaunce, 


Though che excelled of her natife beaute 
All other pzynceſſes of that region, 

pet was neuer none feller ſene than che, 

To execute iyke her opinion | 
Che perylous traynes contriued oftrayſon; 
Ind ſpecially in her pompous greuaunce, 


' Where che hated,foz to do vengeaunce, 


Noble pꝛynces ſet hye indignite, 
Do aduertiſe of diſcretion, 


Jn your moſt power and largeſt liberte 
Be merciable, and do remiſſion: 
Suger with pite your indignation, 


Let grate a mercy tempze your puyſſaunce, 


Ok Olympiades eſchewing the vengeaunce. 


Exyle rygout farre out of pour countre, 
Gyue hym with pou no iurildiction, 

To womanheed longeth not parde 
Ok cancred rancour new execution: 


Let paciente by vertuous plente 

Within your heartes purchaſe a mancion, 
Let your compaſſion attempze equite | 
That ryght excede nat the boundes of reaſon 
So that your feminine humble entencion 
Bealway bzidledby pꝛouident ſuffraunce, 


Uoyding al excelle of rygour and vengeaice,. 


Foz it is ſayde of olde aucthoꝛite 

To women longeth by dilpolition 
Mekeneſſe in langage, in pozte humilite, 
In all vertue humble (ubiection, 

Uovde of manaces ſtryfe and contention: 
So that no man in pour attendaunce 
Elppe no token of rancour noꝛ vengeaunce: 


The ſpeciall meane, the parcialite 

Shulde of all mercy by diſcription 
Rebounde to women, koz of antiquite 

The lambe nat vled to play the Lyon: 

Noz no meke doue enuped the faucon, 

Noz to your degre by naturall accozdaunce, 
Dyt nouther rygour noz haſty vengeaunce, 


This (imple lenuoy retepue it at gre, 

Ind haue therok no indignation, 
Lowiy dyzect to your benignite, 
Onely of mekeneſſe, and no pzeſumption, 
Knowyng of kynde your inclination 
Diſpoſed is by naturall purueyaunce 

To all mercye, and nothyng to bengeaunre, 


(how Agathocles ot lowe byzthe bozne, 
attayned vnto ropall dignite, en⸗ 
ded in pouerte and wꝛet⸗ 


chedneſſe. 


- Haue herde ſayd full yoze agone 
© I whirle winde blowing nothing ſokt, 
Was in olde engliche called a rodyon, 
at reyſeth duſt and ſtraw ful hye a lokte, 


Ind in tha ſſendyng it falleth ſo full ofte 
Though it be boꝛne almoſt to the ſkye, 
Where it becommeth there can no man eſpye, 


Out of fozges by fyze that ſ\mythes make, 

By clere experience it is full oft yſeyne 

(That thele infernall vgly ſmokes blake 
CT. ui. @ranfs 


JLeaf.cvit. 


Haue this in mynde by longe tontinuaũce, 
Of Olympiades fozgettynge the vengeaũce. 


The fourth boke. 


Tranlcende $top of many great mountayne, And biolettes foz their freche tarage, 


But oft (ithe by a full ſodayne rayne 
Al ſuch alcencions by rage of wind vp blow, 
With vnware turne be reuer(ed full lowe. 


Ind ſemblably to put itat a pzefe, 

Ind execute it by clere experience, 

One the moſt contraryous milcheke 

Founde in this erthe by notable euidence, 
Js onely this, by foztunate violence 
Vhan that wꝛetches churliſhe of nature 
The eſtate of pzynces vnwarely doth recure, 


I crowne of golde is nothyng accoꝛdyng 
Foz to be (et vpon a knanes heed, 

A foltyche clerke foz to wearea ryng 
Accoꝛdeth nat who that can take hede: 

And in this woꝛlde there is no greater dzede 
Than power geuec yt it be well (ought) 
Vnto luch one that firſt role vp of nought. 


There is no maner iuſte conuenience 

A royall carbuncle, rubpe, oz garnet, 

No2 a chaſt emeraude of vertuous exelence, 
Noꝛ Inde ſaphyꝛs, in copper to beſet: 
Their kyndly power in foule metall is let, 

And ſo theſtate of polittke puyſaunce, 

Is cuer loſt wher knaues haue gouernaũce. 


Foꝛa time they map well vp alcende 
Litze windy ſmokes they2 fumes ſpꝛede, 
A crowned aſſe playnly to compzchende, 
Uoyde of diſcretion is moe foꝛ to dꝛede 
Than is a iyon,foz that one in dede 

Ok his nature is myghty and ropall, 
Uoyde of diſcretion that other beaſtiall. 


The gentle nature ofa ſtronge lyon 
To pꝛoſtrate people of kynde is merciable, 


Foz vnto all that fall afoze hym doun 
Hys royall puilaunte can nat be vengeable: 


But churliſh wolues by rigour vntreatable, 


Ind foltyche aſſes eke of beſtialyte, 
Fapylyng reaſon bzayde euer on cruelte. 


None is ſo pꝛoude as he that can no good, 
The leuder head the mote pzeſumption, 


Moſt cruelte and vengeaunce in lowe blode, 


With malapertneſſe and indiſcretion: 
Ofchurle and gentle make this diuiſion, 
Of outher of thẽ J dare right wel repozte, 


Fro thens thei tame therto they wyl teldꝛte. 


The Rote is knowe bycolour and ſwetneſſe, 


The nettle rough foz his feli charpnelſe, 
Thiſtles, bzeres packyng by great outrage; 
And thus conl(idzed the rote of eche lynage, 
Frowarde tetches be euer in chutles founde 
Wher vnto gentyls aye vertue doth rebodte. 


Let men beware in eſpeciall of one thyng, 
How great deception is in falſe copnage, 
The plate may be bzyght in his chewyng 

The metall falſe and ſhew a fayze viſage: 


All is nat golde to ſpeake in playne langage, 


That QGineth bꝛight, conciuding on reaſon 
Under fapze chere is ofte hyd taiſe poyſon, 


Foz as a ſkye oꝛ an vgly cloude 

Which that aſcendeth low out of the ſee, 
With his blackneſſe doth the ſunne Qzoude, 
That men map nat his great bzyghtnes ſee, 
Noz haue no comkozte of hys clere beaute: 
So vicious tetches J do you well aſſure ' 
Difface full ofte the gyftes of nature, 


God vnto ſome hath geuen by nature 

Fo: to ercell another in kay meſſe, 

Pet in vices by reco2de ot leripture 

Thet wer dilclaũdꝛed Bochas doth witneſſe: 
Outwarde ſuger in warde bytterneſſe, 

By which enſample to purpole J map call 
Agathocles fulfylled wity vices all. 


n this ſtoꝛy he tommeth now on theryng 
hich of beaute had great excellence, 
But to declare the vicious lpuyng, 
Ind to diſcriue hys outtagious offence, 
If I Goulde wꝛite fally in ſentence 
Lykehis demerites wholly the maner, 
It woulde thzough perce @ blot my paper. 


Sor his by2the oflowe bed deſcended, 
Sonne of a pozter,theſtozpyemayſe, 
In no vertue J łynde hym nat commended, 
Except nature gaue hym great deaute: 
Foſtred in miſchefe and great pouerte, 

Had eke diſdayne J can hym nat excuſe, 
Ok hatetull pꝛide his fathers craft to vie, 


By the meane of his great fay:eneſſe 

To hye eſtate he caine from low degre, 

Pet in a vice whiche J wyll nat expꝛeſſe 

He diſuſed cutledly hys beaute 

Agayne nature, that puell mote he thee: 

2 he Was choꝛtip to lpecifye, wit 
i 


th 


of John Wochas 
with all the ſpices of pꝛide and lechery. 


pet nat withſtandyng his falſe condicions 
God ſuffred hym to come to hie eſtate, 
Ind to gouerne diners nacionss, 

I fynde a whylehowe he was foztunate, 


In his lechery aye pompous and elate: 
Ind in a cite called Cyzacule, 
Che layde vices he krowardly gan vſe, 


And foz he had beaute and great myght, 

Co all vices hys vouth he dyd enclyne, 

Ind coude alſo fozther hym ſelfe aryght 

Of eloquence expert in the doctrine: 

Ind as it is ſayde tho he came of low lyne, 
pet as it is put in remembzaunce 

In hundzed knightes he had in gouernaunce. 


Of Centurpen he purchaſed an offyce, 

And that tyme he toke the oꝛder of a knyght, 
Ifter choſen a tribune of great pzyce, 

And gate great fauour in the peoples ſyght: 
And this while it fell ſo anone ryght 

Of Cpꝛacules he was made duke # head 
By election,becauletheyz lozde was dead, 


Which with Ciciliens helde a moztall lrife, 
But Agathocles made hym victozious, 

Toke their duchelſe after to hys wyfe: 

By meane wherof he wert full glozious, 
Ind in his glozye he grewe right dilpitous, 
Foꝛgate him ſeife thus growyng in eſtate, 
Wherthzough his cite and he were at debate, 


His condicions whan they gan eſpy 

And law him wozke all of pꝛeſumption, 

The people anone knowyng hys tiranny, 
Exiled hym out ok their region: 

In his exple, as made is mencion, 

He toude nat fynde no better cheuiſaunce 

But came to a cite called was Murgaũte. 


her by his ſleighty ſubtel falſe auyſe 


He lo demeaned hym in the peoples ſyght, 


That ofa Pꝛetoꝛ they gaue hym an offyce, 
He meuyng them in all that euer he myght 
Gaine Cpꝛacuſes to make the ſtrog to fight, 
Ok entent of them auenged to be, 

Caule, foꝛ his exple out of that cite, 


But in his exyle (the ſtozy ſaythe none other) 
It was ſo wꝛought by mediacion 


Dt duke Yamilchar p was hys ſwoꝛne bꝛo⸗ 


Cy2aculans of one entention (ther, 


Leaf,cvit!. 


Calledhimhome agayne into their toun 
And there was reſtozed to hys place, 
And retonciled to the kynges grace, 


Ind vnto hym then gaue bygreat auice, 
By aſſent of loꝛdes and all the commonte; . 


Of a Pzetour newly an offyce: 


Foz Pꝛetoꝛs ofcuſtome called de 

Ollycers that dwell in the cite. | 

And haue full charge by dome x indgementes 

To put all gyl ty to payne and turmentes. 
2 2433 Lad dig! | 


Than of new thys Igathocles 

Bycauſe he had moze aucthozite 

Caſt foz to trouble the quiete and the pees 
Of Cpꝛacuſes, and out of that cite 
All the lenatours greateſt of dignite 

Ok moꝛtal vegeaunce this tirant made anon 
Without exception, to be ſlayne euerichon. 


This haſty ſlaughter wꝛought by tiranny, 
Might nat aſſwage noz ſtãche his fel cozage, 
Tyll he their trealdur toke by robbery | 
And all Cicile he ſpopled by pyllage, 

Caſt ot pꝛide vpon an hye ſtage 

Foz to alcende by ley gyty falſe wozkyng; 
Ok all that region to be crownedkyng, 


Made his ſubiectes maugre hym dꝛedyng 
To cal hym kyng, and in eſpeciall 

One the moſt woꝛthy pꝛynce tho lyupng, 
That ſat in chayze of maieſtpe royall: 

Tyll foztune Gope he muſt haue a fall, 

Foz of Cartage the duke a wozthy knyght 
Fought with him twyle, a put him to fiyght; 


Wherthꝛough he ſtode in miſchefe diſpey2ed, 
And ok al people he was had in diſdayne; 

To Cyzacule in haſt he is repayzed, 
Ind to his cite retourned home agayne, 
There abydyng in dꝛede and vncertapne: 
Foz whan foꝛtune gan agayne hym take, 
His krendes oldeof new haue him fozlake, 


Jn that miſchefe hebode nat long 

As the pzoceſſe maketh rehearſayle, | 
Gadzed people and made him ſelfe rong 
Onelp in purpoſe all Affryke to aſſaple, 
With them of Cartage had a great battayle, 
Them dilcomfited as foꝛtune lyſt ozdayne, 
By hye pzoweſſeof his lonnes twayne. 


Archagatus ycalled was that one, 


Wonder del puer, a man of great myght, 


T. iii. The 


_—_ — as ot. Oo, 8 
—— = 


The ſeconde bzother maſte wozthy of echone 
Called Heraciydes, whiche in Þ moztal fight 
Pꝛeued him ſelte that daye a manly knygyt: 
Foꝛ by theyꝛ mãhode in which was no lacke, 
They of Cartage, were teilye put a batke, 


Foz though lo wer by fortune of the warre 
Agathocles:had that day the victoꝛie, 
Falſe couetyle made hym fo to erre 
And eclipſed the light ol hys gloze: 

Foz as it is cemembꝛed in hys ſtozie, 
Lyke as in his byzthe it is determined, 
To all fallenes his cozage was encipned. 


Cruell of cuſtome, ot hert mereples, 

His wyll was law were it wzonge o2ryght, 

Contrarp to accoꝛde, frowarde vnto pees, 

Pꝛoude and lurquedous in hrs owne ſyght: 
Ohere his power ſtretched # hys myght 

L yke a tyzaunt,naturally diſpoſed 

To execute vengeaunce afoze purpoſed, 


He thought he had power fox to bynde 
Foꝛtunes whele fo to abyde ſtable, 

Which is a thing contrary to her kynde, 
Whole pꝛopertie is to be variable: 

ys pꝛyde alas was to abhominable 

Fo2 moꝛtall Pꝛince is none p map reſtrapne, 
Her vnware tourne noz her courle lodapne. 


By influence of the heauenlp ſtarres 

The vncouth courſe aboue celeſtiall, 

By foztune and fauour of the warres 

This IJgathocles of by2th full rurall; 
P2omoted was vnto eſtate royall, 

Cyll pzide.outrage. a froward engendzure, 
Cauled in his lozdyp he myght nat endure, 


Foꝛtune of kynde is ſo flaſkyſable, 

A monſtruous beaſt departed manyfolde, 

A lydpng ſerpent tournyng and vnſtable, 
Slipper to gripe on whom there is no holde, 
As in this boke declared is and tolde: 

Her power pꝛeued on pzinces recheles, 

* Reco2de with other on Fgathocies, 


A's ye haue herde reherſed in ſentence 
Symple and bare was hys natiuite, 
B20ught vp and foſtred in great indigence 
Out of a ſtocke ſpꝛingyng of pouerte, 

Roſe to the eſtate of royall digmte: 

The rylpng vncouth marueplous tattayne, 
The kal moze greuous becauſe it was ſodayn 


The fourth boke. 


From Cyꝛacuſe he was eryledtwyſe, 
Uengeable of heart where he had myght, 
OkIfkrieans dilconfited thzyle,  _* 
Euer in bataple ot cuſtome put to flyght, 
Had an vſaunce to robbe day and nygyc; 
And lyke a tiraunte agayn conſcrence 

To (poyle his lubiectes by great violence, 


Hindzed by foztune wherofhe was nat fayne 
Her ſtroke agayn him ſodayne and violent, 
His ſonnes two in Aﬀrike were firſt layne, 
Ye of His lyinmes wext fcble and impotent, 
With a conſumption hisentraples bzent: 
And by an aguecontinnal of feruxnce, 

He was ſuppꝛeſſed by iroke of peſt lence 


Ill his treaſour hath from hym take 
Hts pzoude pozt,and his wozldly glozy, 
Bis wife, zyn, and fredes hath him fozſake, 
Dis conqueſt derke and put out of memozpy,. 
His name yclipſled ofhys olde victozy: 

And as he gan in pouerte and diſtreſſe, 
So he made an ende in wzetchedneſle. 


Haſty ryſyng and thzifte that is ſodapne, 
Ind lurmountyng by violent raupne, 

And extoꝛt power may foz a whyle attayne, 
Jn ryche chay2e of loꝛd p foz to yne: 
Sodapne aſcending dothe ſodenlp declpne, 
Ind by vntruth whereuer there be encrees, 
Men wapt of cuſtome a ſodapne dilencrees. 


Of Agathocles men may enſample take 
What is thende of euerp falſe tiraunt, 
W:oge climbing vp dvthe a foule ende make 
Foꝛ a ſeaſon though tirauntes be puyſaunt, 
Foꝛtune to them yeueth no lenger graunt: 
But whan they (pt on her whele moſt royal, 
By vnware chaunge to haue a ſodayne fal. 


Agathocles was firſt a ſymple man 
B2ought foꝛth in milchefe and in pouerte, 
Sonne of a poꝛter, the ſtozy tell tan, 
By vicious liuyng came to great dignite, 
Ok all folke hated foz his cruelte, 
Clambe fro pouert vp to great rycheſle. 
Made poze agapyne died in wzetchednelle, 


C Lenuope. 


CoN Dis tragedy Geweth a figure 
Bothe by ſtoꝛy and by nucth ozite, 


How man, and beaſt, x euery creature 


Tarageth 


Tarageth the ſtocke ok his natiuitie, 

Herbe of the rote, and eche frute of his tre: 
Foz bothe of vertue and alſo of ontrage, 
Foloweth ſome tetche oz talte of the lynage. 


Agathocles by recozde of ſcripture 

Bozne of lowe bed, bꝛought fozth in pouerte, 
Pet Foꝛtune made him to recute 

Up to hype eſtate from full lowe degre, 

His reaſon blent with ſenſualitie, 

Foꝛgate him ſelfe,to ſpeake in playne lãgage 
Thzough a falſe tetche Þ tame fro his lynage, 


There is a difference ot colours in pycture 
On table oz wall, as men all day map ſe,” 
Twene golde & golde, atwene byſe # alure, 
All is not golde that chyneth bꝛyght parde: 
Some noble is falſe Þ hath great beaute, 
Let men beware of counterfayte coynage, 
{Cetches eſchuyng ol churlyche lynage. 


Some man is furthered of lodain auenture, 
Set in a chay2e of royall dignitie, 

Wenyng his empy2e choulde ener endure 
And neuer to be troubled with no aduerſitie, 
With royall Eagles a kyte may not flpe: 

A Jaye may chatter in a golden cage, 


pet euer ſome tetch muſt folow of his lynage, 


Gentle bloude of his royall nature 

Js euer enclyned to mercy and pite, 

Where of tuſtome theſe vyllains do their cure 
By their vſurped and extoꝛt falſe poſte, 

Co be vengeable by moꝛtall crueite, 
Thꝛough haſty fumes of furious courage, 
Folowyng the tetches of their vyle lynage. 


O mighty pꝛyntes your nobles do aſſure, 
pour paſſions reſt with tranquilitie, 

Se how there is no meane ofmeaſure 

Where a tyꝛant catcheth the ſouerayntie: 

Let Agathocles pour woꝛldly myzrour be 
To elchue the traces ok hys froward paſſage, 
As royall bloude requyzeth of pour lynage, 


Che. x bi. Chapiter. | 
rrhowe Caſſander ſlewe the wyfe of Ilex⸗ 
ander and Hercules her ſonne, and how Anti⸗ 

pater ſlew his mother, æ of other 
murders. | 


de greate milchieke of Foztunes 


— 


myght, 
ISIS [The wofull falles fro her whele in 
S bede, | 


of John Bochas 


ILeaf.cir, 


Ok pꝛynces, æ pꝛynteſſes, who lo loke aright, 
Ben lamentable and doteful foꝛ to rede: 

But foz all that Bochas dothe pzocede - 

In his rehearlayl, remẽbꝛyng thug him ſelue 
To him appeared ot men and women tweltie, 


Ifter the death ol kyng Agathotles 


There cãe tofoze him woꝛ thy quenes twain, 


The firſt of them was called Werlanes, 
And ol her miſchefe gan to him complapne, 
Wife of Alerandercthe ſtoꝛy iyſt not fayne) 
The mighty kyng greateſt under ſonne, 
Whiche by conqueſt all this woꝛld hath won, 


Wife to Alexander was this Barſanes 

By his lpue, as made is mencion, 

Whiche with her lonne named Hercules, 
Were by Caſſander bzought to deſtruction: 
And of her death thys was the occaſton, 
Caſſander dꝛadde b Berſanes the quene, 
Woulde with her lonne on him auenged bene 


Fo his treaſons whiche he tofoꝛe wzought 
On Alexander and on hys lynage: 

And ſpecially if that che were bꝛought 

To Matedone foꝛ her auauntage, 

Wyth her ſonne that was but yonge ofage, 
Caſſander thought and dꝛede as J haue told 
They wold auenge his treſõs wꝛought of old 


Pe caſt atoꝛe ot malice cauſeles 


This Caſlander moſt fallely woꝛkyng, 
That if this knyght,this yonge Hercules 
Don of Alexander by recozde of wytyng, 
In Matedone were take and crowned kyng, 
How that he woulde ofequitie andryght 
His fathers death auenge lyke a knyght. 


Whiche thing to eſchue Caſſader gan pꝛouide 
And by falſe fraude was not retchles, 

But on a day he liſt not longe abide, 

Slew firſt the quene this ſayd Berſanes, 
And than her (onne ycalled Hercules: 


- Thus by Caſſander ofmurder crop and rote, 


They murdzed wer there was nonother bote 


This crueltie myght not ſuffice 
Unto Alexander by recoꝛde of (ſcripture, 
But lyke a ty2ant in vengeable wiſe 
He did them bury by froward auenture, 
Wherenoman ſhould know their lepulture: 
And thus alas, whiche pity is to rede, 
He murdzed foure out of one kynrede, 

(Tan, To 
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The fourth boke. 


To Alexander he miniũtred the poyſon, 
Slewe the quene called Olympiades, 

Ind of hatred by full falſe treaſon 

As J haue tolde,he lew quene Berſanes, 
Wie to Alexander, mother to Hercules: 
Whiche in his pouthe by Bochas tehearſyng, 
In Macedoyne was like to haue be kyng. 


After all this he could not liue in pes, 

But euer ready lome treaſon foz to do 

Slc we eke the quene called Roxanes, 
Upon a day,aud her yonge ſonne to; 

And che was wyte to Alexander allo, 
Caſſander dꝛeadyng in his opinion | 
Leſt they would venge the vpon his treaſon, 


Thus euer heljued in murder, ſ0zo0w,x (rife 
By wap of fraude came all his encrees, 

And as J finde how he had a wile 

And che was called Thellalonices: 

And this ſtozy remembzeth doubtles 

A (onne they had bozne atwene them twapne 
To ſlea his mother which after did his paine. 


Sho:tly to paſſe( mine auctoꝛ wziteth nono- 
Intipater was her ſonnes name, (ther) 
And-bicaule that che loued his bꝛother 
Better then him, he to his great dekame 
Copaſled her death, the ſtoꝛy ſayth the lame: 
Notwithſtandyng to appeſe his crueltee, 


She alted mercy knelyng on her knee, 


Her bꝛeaſtes open white and ſoft as (ilke, 
Jil bedewed with teares her vplage, 
Nequyꝛed mekely at reuerence of the milke 
With whiche he was foſtred in yong age, 
Foꝛ to haue mercy and to appeaſe his rage, 
And to accept goodly her pzayere, 

To laue the life of his mother dere. 


But all foꝛ nought he heard her neuer adele, 
De was to her lurmountyng all meaſure 
Like his father, vengeable, and cruell: 

I trowe it was youe him ok nature, 

Foꝛ by tecoꝛde of kynde, and eke lcripture, 
Selde oꝛ neuer no bꝛaunche that is goode, 
Spꝛyngeth of cuſtome, out of cruel bloude, 


Ok her death cauſe there was none other 


That Intipater ſiough his mother dere, 
But koꝛ ſhe loued Alexander his bzother 


Better than him, the cronicle doth bs lere: 
Whiche Alexander, ik pe lyſt to here, 
Had in his ſuccour I finde by wzityng 


Demetrius, that was of Alpe kyng; 


Theſſalonices was in this while dead 
By Antipater, he moſt infoztunate 

Bathed in her bloud, her ſides wer made red 
Without com n of her hye eſtate: 

And her two lonnes liuyng at debate, 

Til Liſymachus Þ pzefect was of Trace 
Them reconlpled, eche to others grace. 


Whan Demetrius knew of their accoade. 
God wot the lothe, he nothing was fapne, 
But by his fraude the ſtoꝛy beareth recoꝛd 
That Jlexandermaliciouſly was ſlayne: 
This while Antipater ſlãdyng in no certayne 
Tyll he by leyght ol Lilpmachus, 
Was murdzed after, the ſtozy telleth thus 


To waite the pzoces and the manerhough 


That Liſymachus by fraudulent wozkyng 


His ſonne in lawe Antipater thus flough, 
Falſe couetiſe was caule of all this thing: 
And Demetrius toke on him to be kyng 

Ok Macedone,remembzed tyme and date 
Whan both bzethzen were paſſed into fate. 


Duryng this murder xall this moztal ſtrife, 
In this pzoces like as it is founde, 

Ok Antipater Erudice the wyke 

Daughter of Elenchus was in chains botide, 
Caſt in pꝛyſon, darke, hydous, and pzofound: 
And foz a whyle J leaue her there loiourne, 
And to Demetrius J wyll agapne returne, 


Which made him lelfe to be crowned kyng, 
Of Matedone, though his great puiſſaunce, 
But to deſtroy his purpoſe in wozkyng 
There were thze pꝛinces notable in ſubſtaũce 
Conkederate and of allyaunce, 

Echone aſlented foz choꝛt concluſion, 

To bʒyng Demetrius to deſtruction, 


One the firſt was wozthy Tholome 
Kyng of Egypt, in armes full famous, 
Other twapne, the ſtoꝛy ye may le 
Called Seleuchus, and next Liſpmachus, 
And of Cypꝛe came the kyng Pyzrhus, 
Loꝛde of Pzoupnce as it is eke founde, 
They made the ſtrong Demetrius to cõkoũd. 


Shoztly to tell with their apparayls 

Of Matedone they did him kyzſt depzyue, 
Came vpon hym with four ſtrong battayles, 
That he was neuer ſo ouerlet in his ws ke 


of John Bothas 


Take of L Aymachus the ſtozy doth dilcryue: 
Chepned in pzyſon,of his life in dout, 
Foz J not finde that euer he iſſued out, 


«I Che. xvii.chapter. 
¶ Ot the two pzefectes Perdicas and 
Amintas. 


Ext in oꝛder Perdicas did appere 
Whilom pzefect of great Babilon, 
And w him came Amintas eke pfere 
An other pꝛelect as made is mencion, 

Whiche Bactry had in his ſubiection: 

A great pꝛouince youe him by iudgement, 
Midde ol Alia towarde the occident, 


Theſe layd twayne foz their wozthines 
And foꝛ their manhode in actes marciall, 
Aſſigned were by diligent bulines, 

To wayte and kepe in elpeciall 

Upon the mateſtye in his eſtate royall 

Of Alexander, koꝛ truſt as chamberlayng, 
Agayn the aſlault  dzede of all foꝛayns. 


After whoſe death foz ſinguler guerdone 
Madepzefect bothe they were in dede, 

As ye haue heard that one in Babilone 

The other in Bactry the ſtozy pe map rede, 
pet in quiete they might hem not luccede, 

Foz Seleuchus gan a warre ayen the make, 
That they wer fayn their lozdGips to fozlake 


CThe.xviii.Chapter. 


z howe Sandꝛocottus bozne of lowe 
oy” — As and 
theues, 


7 — pzefectes there were alſo J 
| xyn e, 

Dhiche held the people in ful great 
Q 20 the he peopleinful grea 
In Dacedone aadin other Jnde, 

Tyll Sandzocottug a man of lowe lynage 
Calt he would redꝛeſſe their outrage, 

Ok entent poze people to reſtoꝛe 

To their fraunchiſes þ plapned on them loze, 


Dandꝛocottus auctour ofthis wozkyng, 
Behight the people thzoughont all cofitreys, 
ban he by Neight was crowned kyng, 
Them toreſtozeto their olde liberties: | 
But whan he had reteyued thele dignities, 


L cat. CT. 


An his beheſtes made with a fayzc byſagc, 
Turned after to thzaldom and leruage, 


Thus whan a wꝛetche is let in high eſtate, 
Oz a begger bzought bp to dignitie, 

There is none ſo pꝛoud, ſo põpous, noꝛ late; 
None lo vengeadle,no ſo fallofcrueltie, 
Vopde ot dilcrecion, mercp, and pitie: | 
Foz churlythe bloude lelde dothe recure, 

To be gentle, vy way of his nature. 


De map diſlimule and foz a tyme fayne, 
Counterfayte with a fayze vyſage, 

Out ok one hode hew faces twayne, 
Contrary ok hart, double ok his langage, 
Styll ok hys pozte,ſmothe ok his paſſage; 
Under ſloures lpke a ſerpent dare, 

(Till he map ſtynge, ⁊ than will not ſpare; 


And euer like of his condirions 

Was Sandzocottus ſet vp in bye eſtate, 
Uered people, and troubled regions, 
Set cities and todones at great debate: 
Whole gonernaunce was infoztunate, 
As it was ſene and founde at all pzeues, 
Cheriſhed no man,but robbers a theues, 


And to declare how he caught hardines: 
And occaſion people to gouerne, 

BY a pꝛonoſtike whiche J Hall expꝛeſſe, 
Nyght marueplous & bncouthe to diſcerne, 
Whiche was this, as J Gall tell as perne: 
Kight wonderful # vncouth foz toheare, 
Ind it was this, it pe lyſt to lere. 


There was a man called Pꝛocatales 

Boꝛne in Inde, whiche of his = 

Was wonders poze,came but (el 

Becauſe he hadtreſpaced in one thing 

8 gayne bare roi that time king: 
omaundyn ea anonreghts 

But he eſcapedethe Nozp lapth)by pght. 

God had geuen him of fete ſwyktnes, : 

By meane wherofhe ſaued him fro daungere, 

Thzough long trauaple fyll in werynes, 

And rekreſhed him beſide a well clere, 

He lay ſlepyng that face and all his chert 

Dꝛopped ok ſ\werre,a lyon came foꝛebp, 

And licked hys as (ayth the ſtoꝛy. 


With whiche affray the man andne awoke; 


And lodaynly lyft vp his vy | 
Che lpon role ſoftly andthe way toke 


Toward 


og 
e in pzees, 


Towarde the fozeſt, a did him nodomage, 
Foꝛgate his felneſſe and his cruell rage: 
Ol whiche pꝛonoſtyke gan the occalion, 
Wherof Sandzocottus toke an opinion 


Caſt and thought in his fantaſy 

Syth that the Lyon is beaſt moſt ropall 
Whiche not dil dayned him lelfe to apply 
To licke the face of a man rurall, 

In his nature to ſhewe him beaſtiall, 
De dempt well that it was ſittyng 

To take on hym the eſtate ofa zyng. 


Dis opinion of reaſon was right nought, 

- Foz where the Lyon left his cruritte, 
De contrary wert pzoud in hert and thought, 
Uoyde of mercy,barrayne of pitte, 
Foꝛ whan that he was let tn dignitie, 
B2ought trom a wꝛetche to domination, 
Agapne nature he played the lyon. 


Sumtime a lyon fozgetteth all felneſſe, 
Where as a woulfe wyll naturally detour, 
So royall bloude hath ruthe by gentlenes, 
On pode playtitifes,to helpe the & ſuccour, 
Where as a tyꝛant dothe naturally labour 
Whan he hath power catchyng auauntage, 
To robbe lubiectes and ſpoyle the by pillage. 


Sand:ocottus thus bozne of lowe kynrede 
In bye eſtate by foztune whan he ſtode, 
Gan make him ſtronge # vengeable in dede, 
With number ofrobbers, kurious, and wode, 
Caſt him to deſtroy all the gentle bloude 
That was in Inde, and by his ozdinaunce, 
To llea al the pzefectes that had gouernaũce. 


And w the comons when he was made lirog 
4 Ind gan the maner of their death deuile, 
N Like a falſe tyꝛant although he did wzong 

| Agapne his loꝛdes whan he gan arpyſe, 

An Oliphant came in full vncouth wile, 
Him-obeyed which was a great wonder, 
Whan their battapls were not farre alunder. 


Though he was wild (the ſtoꝛy laith ß (ame) 
Sandꝛocottus lept vpon his (yde, 

Ind on hys backe as on a beaſt tame 
Toward the battayle anone he gan to tyde, 
Was their captayne that day and their gyde 
With his robbers,as it is made mynde, 
Slew al the pꝛekectes & getle bloud ol Jade. 


Che xix. Chapiter, . 


The kourth boke. 


Cime ot Alexander hold one the beſt . 


Show Seleuchus the mpghty pzynce was | 
llaine by the great Tholome kyng 
| of Egypt. 


—= Hen came Seleuchus to Bochag 
complaynyng, 
[A myghtye P2ynce and a manlye 
Sonne of Xntiochus the famous kyng. 
Was moſt fauoured in Alexanders ſyght, 
Whiche Seleuchus foꝛ wildome a fo might, 


Boꝛne of a pꝛynces the cronicle ve map ſene, 
Called Leodice the great famous quene. 


The byꝛth ok him ſtraunge # marueploug, 
Foꝛ his mother vpon the lame nyght 

That che cõcepued, dꝛempt, æ thought thug 
Is it ſemed playnely in her ſight, | 

Of great Appollo the heuẽly god moſt bꝛight 
How the the tyme of her concepupnge 
Keceyued that night, ot golde a riche ryng, 


In whyche rynge was ſet a pꝛecious ſtone 
Pene bnto her foz a great guerdon, 

Graue w an anker, her comaunding anone 
Akter the byzthe without dylacion, 

To yeue the rynge of whole affection 

To Seleuchus, wherby in elpectall, 

He Gould excell in actes marciall, 


The lame mozow after the childe was bozne, 
Within her bed was founde a riche ryng 
Wyth all the tokens rehearſed yere tofozne, 
The anker graue like in euery thing 

Whiche that the quene toke in her kepyng: 
And ofentent foz her auauntage, 

Kept it ſecrete tyll he came to age. 


Another maruaple fpll alſo withall, 

This Seleuchus,which was a woder thing 
Had enpꝛynted eke in ſpectall | 
Upon hps thygh,an anker and a ryng: 

So had all by tecozde of wzityng, 
Suche carectes the ſtoʒy doth determyne, 
That after him were bozne of that lyne. 


When Seleuchus as made is mencion, 
The tender yeres had ol his age ronne, 

And came to peres of dilcrecion, 

He by this rynge ful many land hath wonne: 
Whole — ame Gone chene as ß ſonne, 
He well ardy, of great myght, 
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In warre and armes he his time hath ſpent, 
Bꝛought all Inde to ſubiection, 

Gate all the kingdomes nye of the Ozient, 

hHelde them longe in his poſſeſſion: - - 

But here alas Bochas maketh mencion 

All his victozies that did in honour chyne, 

With lodaine chaunge were turned to ruyne. 


Foz whan Seleuchus was moſt byctozious, 
Had all Inde conquered in ſubſtaunce, 
Atwene him and king Liſymachus 

Of whom tokoze is made remembzaunce, 
Began a warre and a great diſtaunce: 

And as they met with their apparapyles, 

Jn a great felde ozdeyned their battayles. 


On Lilymachus fyll the diſconfiture, 
Wherof Seleuchus glad in eſpeciall 
Dempt his winnyng came not ofnature, 
But by influence very celeſtiall; 

Gan ware pꝛoude in his eſtate royall, 
Hot ſuppoſing tn his victozious Call, 

Of his miſcheues that Gould after fall, 


Fo: as the pꝛoceſſe declareth vnto vs, 

how of Egypt the great Tholome 
Brother in lawe to Lylimachus, 
Fyll on Seleuchus by full great cruelte 

Slew him at milcheke the ſtoꝛy ye may ſe, 
Loſte his lyfe as made is mencion, 
Jn Matedoyne, the mighty region. 


And it is know ok antiquitee 
By rehearſayle of the olde auctours, | 
That this fozeſayd great Tholome | 
Wag to Flexander one of the enheritours, 
Ayng of Egypt there raignyng in his flours, 
Ifter whole name deſcedyng downe by grees 
Were all the kinges called Tholomees. 


Is J fynde touchyng his lynage, 

By p2ocreacion he had childzen thie, 
The firſt of them to ſpeake in playne langage 
Jnamed was Ceraunius Tholome, 
Next Philadelphus,a daughter Arcynoe 
That wedded was by her faders coſentyng 
To Liſpmachus of Matedon kyng, 


The. xx. Chapter. 


Howe the two lonnes of Muene Arcynoe 
were by their mothers bꝛother trays 
terouſipe flapne, and ſhe 
; ery led, 


tal. (tf, 


Ad thus remembzed in bokes olde 
Y FI of Deleuchus wzought by Thos 
; | I | 

Unwarely flayne tofoze as J haue tolde, 
Next in oꝛder came Yrcynoe - 

To John Bochas, by great aduerſite, 

All with teares bedewed her vyſage, 

And gan cõplapne the coſtraynt of her rage: 


This mighty quene the ſapd Artynoe 

Had ſonnes twaine, full famous of renoun, 

The tone Lilymachus extelling of beautye, 

That other Philip, as made is mencion: 

Ind her iope and dilectation | 
n woꝛldly bliſſe there is no moꝛe to ſayne 
as holy let vpon thele childꝛen twayne. 


Foz by the occaſion of their great fayzeneg 
Men delited greatly them to ſe, 

Namely women the ſtozy dothe erpzeſſe, 
Ind their mother thts quene Arcynoe 
Stode in great hope that they ſhould be 
Mighty kynges by iuſt ſucceſſion, | 
Jn Wacedony the mighty region 


Onelp by the title of their fathers ryght: 


Whiche to her hart gaue full great gladnes; - 


Foz che dempt that none other wight 
To luctede Gould haue no entreſſe. 
But Foztune the blynde falle goddeſſe 


Dilpoled ſo foꝛ her childzen twayne, 


That none of the their purpoſe Gold attayne. 


Foz whi their father Lilimachus was ſlaine 
The ſayd quene called Ircinoe 

To ſaue her lyfe coulde none other gapne 
But with her ſonnes fearfully to fle 

Into Caſſander a mighty ſtronge citee: 
Onelp foꝛ dzede ok one Intigonus, | 
Whiche the purſued, the ſtozpy telleth thug, 


But the bzother of quene Arcpnoe 

Called Ceraunius reſcued her party 
Agapne Antygonus, pe may the ſtozy le, 

Pet in his hart he had great enuy 

Albe that they were nere ol one alpe, 

That her two lonnes chould kynges be 

Of Matedopne, and raygne in that countre, 


Foz he was ſet onely of couetiſe 

To be crowned in Wacedoyne kyng, | 
And ol his falſe treaſon,the ſtoꝛy doth deuile, 
Them to diſcepue this was his wozkyng: 
Firſt to the quene full humbly knelyng, 
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The fourth boke. 


He made pꝛomile vnder great ſurete, 
In Macedopne che ould crowned be. 


Ind her childꝛen lo fayꝛe of their vylage 
Should be kept vnder gouernaunce, 

Unto time that they came to age: 

And foꝛ to put her in moze aſſuraunce 
Ceraunius ſwoꝛʒe, god geue him ſozy chaunce 
He pur poſed foz all his falle wozkyng, 

To crowne her quene ⁊ make her (ones king. 


Toke all the gods therunto witnes 

And ſwozc agayne with a plaine vyſage 
Unto the quene,of fraude and doublenes, 
His purpoſe was to haue her in mariage, 
Crowne her quene toher great aduauntage, 
Thus he (woze all be he was her bzother, 
Pet in hart god wot he thought another, 


Under colour ofthis aſſuraunce | 

She let him enter Callandꝛe the eite, 

Came again him todo him moze pleaſaunce 
With all yer loꝛdes of hye and lowe degte: 
Made the ſtretes hanged foz to be 

With clothes of golde,# in lolemne wile 

To all their goddes che did ſacritile. 


And thus he was receyued {olemnely; 
The day was halo wed and holde feaſtiual, 
The quene foz toye oꝛdeyned rychely 

Her two lonnes that were ſo faire in all 
To be crowned with crownes full royall, 
Go afoze her in the maiſter ſtrete, 
Gloziouly their vncle fox to mete. 


With felonous hart vnder a frendly face, 
This Ceraunius rote of all treaſon 
Gan his colyns beningly embꝛace, 
Mim purpoſyng by falſe colluſion 
To pꝛocede to their deſtruction: 
And fynally fyzſt he did his payne, 
The quene texyle, ⁊ flea her chyldzen twayne, 


But oꝛ this treaſon was bzought to a pꝛele, 
Whan the quene apperceiued his falſenes 
And ſaw her ſonnes bꝛought to milcheke, 
She contured him in her moztall diſtreſſe 
To haue pitie, ol naturall gentilnes 

Spare his colins afdze him where they ſtode 
Ok ropall mercy lo nere boꝛne ot his bloud, 


And with a crye paſſyng lamentable 
She fyl afoze him, lwownyng vnto ground, 
Like as the had be verely culpable, 


Seing her lonnes bleadyng w many wol de: 
But all foꝛ nought there was no mercy foud, 
Foz with their bloud, this ozy is not fayned 
Her garment was dolefully diſtayned. 


Her fate fayze was fopled with ozdure, 
Ber golden heere was all to tozne a rent, 


And like a thꝛall this wofull creature 
With moꝛtall wepyng had her light blent: 
Tebis t otny 54 che was ſans 
obury en, foʒ there was no [pace 
Into an yle called DSamothzace, * 


Is any ſtoꝛy whiche maketh mencion 


That a pꝛynceſſe of ſo hye degre 

Founde ſo great cauſe oflamentacion, 
She beyng daughter to great Tholome, 
Der childzen flayne by vengeable crueltie, 
And to beholde the death moſt dolozoug, 
Of her hulbande called Liſymachug: 


She after baniched in exple made her ende, 
W ſozowful cõplaynt her life thus dꝛaw alog, 
T vll into fate her ſpirite did wende: 

It dir ben her paynes were full ſtronge, 
And if J choulde rehearte all the wzonge 
That che luffred,it woulde greue me to loze, 
Ther kope oł her now J wzite no moe. 


¶ Lenuop. 
S Dis tragedy cheweth an apparente, 


Ind a lpkeneſſe of fapthfuli aſuraunce 
Extyte men to peue falſecredence 
Unto Fortunes falſe variaunce, 
Which caſt her baytes a angles of pleaſaunce 
In hoke hid vnder of vengeable crueltie, 
Is this chapiter put in remembzaunce, 
Of Liſymachus and of Arcynoe. 


Is there anygreater euidence 

Ok wozidiy trouble oz wozldly conſtaunce, ' 
Than to ſe pzynces from their magnificence 
Ind from their mighty royall putſſaunce 
Unwarely bꝛought by foztune to miſchaũce, 
Andouerwhelmed from their tranquilitiee 
Se here a myzroxfull notable in ſubſtaunce, 
Of Liſymachas and quene Frcynoe, 


Theryng,the anker of great ercellence 


peue to Seleuchus foz marciall ſuffiſaunce, 


Whan Appollo by heauenly influence 

L.yſt with his mother make his alyaunce: 

Sent hi theſe relikes of linguler — 
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of John Bothas 


Co let his manhode in moze lurete, 


But in al ſuch quaueryng acquayntaũte 


Thinke on Lilimachus and Frcinoe, 


Che vncouth trealour, the gold, ne the dilpẽte 
Ok them that haue this woꝛld in gouernaticez 
Noz al the ſubiectes bp rekened in ſentence, 
Noz al the regions vnder their obeylaunce, 
Pꝛinces pꝛinceſſes with al their attendaunce 
May agapne foꝛtune yeue them no lybertiez 
Who not knoweth her vnſure gery chaunce 
Thinke on Lilimachus and Arcinoe, 


Her chyldzen # che ſlayne by biolence 

Of Ceramius, god yeue him ſoꝛy chaunce, 
That by falſe coloure dyd her reuerence 

And pꝛetended a maner obleruaunce, | 

Che trelon cloſe of venomous puruepaunce, 
Purpoled afoze tooutray them all thze: 
The chyldꝛẽ ſlayne which knew no cheuilice; 
Che mother exiled called Artinoe. 


Noble pzinces beware, of hte pzudence 
Amonge your lelfe that there be no diſtaunee; 
Hyde no rancoure of hateful vyolence 

Under a curtayne of double daliaunce; 
Lyke your hert Chewe out your countenaſicez 
Uoide ok diſlimulinge and duplicitie: 
Wylely way this chapter in balaunce, 

Of Lylimachus and quene Arcinoe. 


The. xxi.chapiter. 


Chow Ceramius of Macedoyne kyng that 
murdꝛed his coſins, was ſlayne in bg- 
taile by them of Fraunce. 


| Se Noble Poete Jhon Bochas, in 
NE his bone 
Diꝛocedyng fozth coplaineth ok pite, 

h Dith quaking hande whan he his 
Ind gan to wꝛit the woful deſteny 
As ye haue herde of quene Arcinoe, + 
And how Ceramius the ſtoꝛy maketh minde, 
Was to her falle, traptour, and vnkynde. 


Ot whole treaſon is made a great pꝛoceſle, 
Ind howe he after was ſlayne in bataple, 
Puniſhed by foz his falſeneſſe, 
Lyke as his ſtozy maketh reherſaple: 
LObyth to remembze I caſt me not to faple, 
Folowpng mine auctour a pzocede in waiting 
Howe Cetamius was llapne,beynge kinge, 


Leaf.cxii; 


Foz whyle that he by his falſe wozkyng; 

Jn Macedopne had the gouernapyle, 

Thze hidzed. M. actompted by waitynge 
Went out of Fraunce to conquere IJtaple, 
The hoſt departed in many ſtronge batayle, 
Gate by conqueſt thzough theyz hye renoune 
Ful many a pzoutnce,and many a region, 


Ind as they rode thzough many a gret cotitre 
This people of Gaule in ſtele armed clenc, 
They founded caſtels a many ſtronge cytie, 
Towarde Rome they bylded Mylan #Sene 
Upon the Alpes their armour ſhone ful Gene 
Ind ſoine of them vp to Rome went 

By very foꝛce, and the citye bzent, 


Some parted vp to the grekyſhe ſee, 
Had a cuſtome to cheſe their dwellynge place 
By Augurie, as byꝛdes dyd lle, 

Folowpnge their flyght they gan after trace, 
Yoldynge their way within a lytell ſpace 
With myghty hand, the boke doth ſpecify, 
(They came to a countrey called Pannony, 


This folk of Gaule, whych is called Fraũte, 
To conquere landes put them ſelfe in pꝛees, 
As moſt notable people of puiſſaunce, 


Folowynge ß eriple of their knightly encreſe 


In theyz ridynge, of wozthy Hercules, 
Which was wozthipped in their actes mercial 


 Xykeasa god, and called immoztall; 


Thzough grace of foꝛtune in their chiualryes 
Conquered countreys alwape fozth rydynge 
Them ſelfe departynge in diners companyes 
Who them withſtode they coſumed by bꝛẽnig: 
Came to Pacedone where Ceramius was 
Ofpreſtipeis wening it chuld auayle, (king 
Out of ozdinaunce he met them in battaple, 


This Ceramius of outrage and of pzide 
Dempt him able to mete with the of Fraiice, 
But foꝛ he was though murdꝛe an homicide 
De lacked grace.and power in ſubſtaunce: 
Pet they of Gaule by pzudent gouernaunce 
Offred vnto hym,though he was retcheles; 
With Macedonoys foz to treate ofpees; 


But foꝛ pzeſumpcion and melancoly 
Agaynlſt his enemies he the felde hath take, 


And dilcomkited anone was his party 


Dis men gan lie, and haue their 102d forſake, 


Hys heed imyt of and ſet vpon a ſtake: 
But al his milchefs was to 2 7 
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The fourthboke, | 


To recopence his fraude and his falchede. 


There is no paine againe ſo great offence 
Map be deuiled in no boke that men rede, 
Equiualent murder to recompence, 

Duely to punyche ſo outragious a dede, 
Okt him that made yonge childzen blede: 

Fs did Ceramius, whiche of falle couetiſe 
His coſyns ſlough as ye haue heard deuile. 


{Co thinke on murder it is to foule a thing, 


To god and man hatefull and terible, 


(The internal fraude, the deuillyche copaſſing 
To eche creature ot᷑ nature is odible: 
Whiche to redzeſſe is an impoſſible, | 
O curſed Ceramius Jleaue thy ſtozy here, 
Thy name no moze (hal blot my papere, 


The.rxii.Chapiter 


za How the pꝛynte Belgius was dil⸗ 
confited, and bꝛought to 
nought. 


Fter this tyzaunte as pe haue hearde 
the caas : 
Slayne in battaple, this traptour odioug, 
Anone in o2der came to John Bochas 
A mighty p2ynce,called Belgius, 
Deadly, pale, with face furious: 
Whiche coplayned amonge this wofull pzees 
His diſconfiture done by quene Soſtenes, 


This ſodayn miſlchefe greued his hart (oe, 
Fo2 all the folke that were in his battayle 
Were put to flyght, Bochas wꝛiteth no moze 
Ok his knighthode noꝛ ok his apparaile, 
Saue onely this, he maketh rehearſaile 

Ok the Frenche holt he telleth in certaine, 
How he was cholen foz a chefe captayne, 


And how he tame into the riche lande 


Of Matedoyne with his people of Fraunce, 


Tvll Soſtenes the quene w myghty hande 
Dilconkited him, c bzought to miſchaunce: 
Of who J finde none other remembzaunce 
Saue whan he wende to bemolt glozioug, 
Ye was outrayed by fozce of Bzennug, 


I The.xrtii.chapter, 


(Hobo duke Bꝛennus delityng to tobbe 
and ſteale IE 


I age zennus yghtlye in woz 


I 
which by cõqueſt gate many great citie 
Ind net, reade of Danes he was kyng, 
Dilployled regions, #many a great colitric, 
Robbed people of hye and lowe degre, 
Spared no goddes, but by byolence 
Toke their treaſures, did them no reuerence, 


There was a temple great and marueploug. 
Built on a roche and on an hyll of tone, : 
Sacred to Ippollo, called Delphicus 

In all Grete ſo great a god was none: 

And oft (ythe the people woulde gone 

Up to a Theatre, wohiche that ſtode wythout, 
To haue anlwere off they ſtode in doubt. 


Their truſt a hope was to 5 god applyed, 
Daupyng to hym ſinguler affection, 
As though he might haue holpe & magnified, 
And done to them great conlolation: 

Foz by a ſpiryteof falſe deception 

He gaue anſwere of ſundzy queſtions, 
(To folke that came from diuers regions. 


Kyng B2ennus had no fantaſy | 

In their temples after their panym gyſe 
Neither to woꝛchip no2 tomagnikp | 
Their Grekych goddes, to do the ſatrifile: 
Foz in his hart he gan them to deſpyſe, 
Caught a ioy wyth all his falſe robbours, 
Them to diſpoyle robbe of their treaſouts. 


Behyght his men a layd in playne langage 
That his deſyze and hys entencion | 
Was, to be boty with them of ſuch pyllage, 
ASGoddes had in their poſſeſſion: | 
And part with the foz ſinguler guerdon, 
Foz their labour and great trauayles, 
That they had had wyth him in battayles, 


He gaue his people amaner hardines, 
Made them truſt ingreatmultitude, 
Dauyng deſpyte of the innocent ( 
Ok his enennes, becauſe they were but rude, 
meane tho folke Qoztly to conclude, 

iche had in kepyng the iewels pzecious 
Ok great Appollo, called Delphicus, 


The people alſo whiche was with Bzennus 
re Nie 
That they foꝛgate theirmarcialld 


es: 


Co aſced g moũtapne feble were their _ 
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of John Bochas 


Their heades totter,# their bꝛaine gan faile, 


The temple aloft to ſpople oz to aſſaple. 
In their aſſending by wayes that they chees, 


Upon the roche they were beat doune, 


Pꝛieſtes of the temple put thẽ ſelues in pꝛees 
One bare a ſtandard, another a penoune, 
Clad in cheſibles foz hye deuocion, 

Ind with their other vncouth apparaples, 
Bothe on the roche a lowe in their battaples. 


The people of Bzennus was incomperable, 

Spꝛed all the felde the ſtozy beareth witnes, 
But it is layd ofolde and is no fable, 

That no defence is in dꝛonkennes, 

And wildome fayleth where is greate exceſſe 

And in a felde playnly to conclude, 

Uictozy alwapes ſtandeth not in multitude. 


Foz they were ſet as Bochas dothe deuile, 
Not to knighthode but to falſe outrage, 

Co (poyle and robbe by gredy couetile, 

Ind ſtuffe their ſomters with great pillage, 
Furious rauine hath bꝛought thẽ in a rage, 


And farewell knighthode # marciall nobleſſe, 


Where couetiſe is lady and maiſtreſſe, 


Two mighty dukes were with Bzennug 


Whiche that were chefe ok his counſaple, 
Euridanus that one, that other Theſlalonus, 
Vhich, as they thought to their great auaile, 
Began a pur pole, and it was diſauaple 

To robbe the people, the countrey, ⁊ ech toun, 
Whiche turned after to their conkuſion. 


Thus auarice w ſtomake vnſtaũcheable 
Hath ſtrãgled ß power ol many a wozthy kni⸗ 
Ind couetiſe her ſiſter vntretable (ght 
Þath ol high nobles full oft quaint the lyght, 
Wher Titalus raigneth a lion hath no might 
This to meane honger and couetouſnes 
Turncth all nobles into cowardnes, 


Fo! by the counſayle of theſe dukes twayne, 


Bzennus ſet all his opinion 

To ſpople and robbe, dyd his buſy payne 
To pyll the cities of all that region: 

But in this while as made is mencion, 
Myd their battayles Bochas dothe me lere. 
The God Appollo and Pallas did appere. 


Appollo firſt chewed his pꝛelenee 


Freche, yonge, a luſty, as any ſunne Gene, 


Armed all with golde, a with great byolence 


Teaf.cxiii. 


Entred the kelde as it was well ſene: 
And Diana came with her arowes kene, 


And Mynerua in a bzight haberion, 


Which in their cominge made a terible loun 


The noyle was herd of their bꝛight armure, 
Which made their enempes almoſt to raue, 
That they might afoze them not endure: 


Fled the felde foz dzede them ſelfe to laue; 
And there was herde an hidous erthquaue: 


And from heauenin this moꝛtal batayle 
Ok colde conſtreyning, great ſtones do haple, 


Their aduerſaries beate downe c grounded, 
And afoze them durſt not abide, 
Ind Bzennus ſo moztally was wounded = 
Both beſt & heed a hurt thzough eyther ſyde: 
Lo here the ende of couetiſe and pꝛide, 

Foz Bꝛennus foꝛ conſtraynt of his ſmert, 
Roue with a dagger him lelfe to the herte. 


This was his ende vẽgeable  merueylous, 


And his dukes ſlayne both twayne: 

Called Euridanug and Theſſalonus, 
Thegrekith goddes gan at him ſo diſdayne, 
Ok lacrilege le here the greuous payne: 

Foz to goddes wholyſt do no obſeruaunce, 
Shall vnwarly be puniſhed wyth vegeatices 


It is not holſome with goddes to play, 

Noz their puiſſaunce pꝛeſũptouſly to attame, 
Foz where as they by vengeafice lyſt werrap 
who lyſt aſſay ſhall fynde it no game: 

Foz his pꝛeſũpcion Bzennus founde the ſame, 
Foz Appollo, Diana, and Pynerue 

Foz his outrage vawarly made hym ſterue. 


a Lenuoye, 


His tragedy declareth who lyſt here 

Ok duke Bꝛennus many great bataple, 
His extozte conqueſt and holy the maner 
Howe by fozce he rode though al Itaple: 
After how he the Komayns dyd aſſaile, 
His fall in Grete by vengeable violence, 
Foz he to goddes would do no reuerence. 


(Coke al the treaſours a iuels molt entere 
Out ok their temples, and richeſt apparaple, 
Golde and perle, and al that piere 

To his encreaſe whych that myght auayle: 
Che rich he robbed,oppzeſſed the poꝛayle, 
Ok verye pompe and frowarde inſolence, 
And lyſt to goddes do no reuerence. N 
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This mighty tiraũt moſt lurquedous of chere 
With couetyſe bzent in hys entrayle 

Whole gredy fret ther might no melure ſtere, 
Tyll that foztune at miſchefe dyd hym faple: 
He lacked might her vaciant whele to nayle, 
Agapne whole fall there was noreſiſtence, 

Foz he to goddes lyſt do no reuerence, 


Noble pꝛyntes conceyue and do lere 

The fall of Bzennus foz milgouernaple, 
And pzudentiypayſyng thys matere 
Uertueis ſtrõger than outher plate oꝛ maile. 


 Atfoze conſidzed what Bꝛennus doth coũlſaple 


Chefe pzeſeruatyfe of your inagnificence, 
Js to god to do due reuerence, 


The. xxiiii. Chapter. 


<2Howe Pyꝛrus kynge of Pyꝛothe lyſt nat 
lyue in peate, but of pꝛyde and pzeſum- 
ption in warre, came vnto mil⸗ 
chaunce. 


N Bothas boke next folowig on 5 rig 
Came pong Pirrus ſonne of Eacides 
Bo2ne by dilcent to reigne a be kyng, 
And to enherite the lande of Pyzothes:; 
Pet in his pouth and his tender encrees | 
The frowarde peopledwellynge in 5 place, 
Without his gylte gan his dethe purchace, 


But to pꝛeſerue hym as made is mencion 
He was committed and take in kepyng 
Certapneyeres koꝛ hys (auacion 

To one Glaucus,of JUllirie king: 2 
Wyole wife was coſpn,by recozd of waiting, 
To the ſayde famous Eacides, 

And He in ſtozy called Beronices, 


He nye ol blode to thys noble queene, 

Bothe twayne bozne of one lynage, 

Wonder aracious to all that did him ſene, 
And well fauoured of fetures and vilage: 
Ind in the whyle of his tender age, 

One Caſſander of Macedone kyng, 
Compa ſſed his deth by ſubtel falſe wozkyng, 


And his purpoſe foz to bꝛyng aboute 
He lent foꝛ hym by falle colluſion, 
Puttyng Glaucus playnlye'out ofdoute 
But yk he came lyke hys entencton, 

He wolde wozke to hys deſtruction: 
Gather people bothe nye and farre 


The fourth boke. 


And on Glaucus, gyn a moztall warre, 


But kyng Glaucus toke herof no hede, 
Haupng to Pyꝛrus ſo great aſtection 
Ok him recepued verely in dede 

To be his (onne by adoption, 
Purpoſyng of whole entencion 

To make Pyꝛtus plainly if he may, 


To be his heyꝛe and raigne after his day, 


Ppꝛrus alway bpgrowyng by encrees 

Full amiable bothe of chere and face, 

And in this while the people of jPyzothes 
Knowyng that he ſtode in Glaucug grace 
Chaunged their hartes, caſt thẽ in Gozt (pace 
Foz to reſtoze all of one courage, 

The layd Pyꝛrus to his heritage, 


Thus by aſſent he was crowned kyng, 
Ponge. freſhe, and luſty,# ſemely therwithal, 
Wonders well thewed in his vpgrowyng, 
Like his lynage of courage wext ropall: 
The whiche was cauſe in eſpeciall, 

He was beloued of frendes about, 

And of his enempes greatly had in doubt. 


The name ok him gan to ſpꝛede farre 
Thzough all Grece about in eche countrep, 
The lande of Tarent gan in his tyme warre 
Agapne the Romaynes as ye mayſe, 
Requiryng Pyzrus that he woulde be 
Fauourable and helpyng of entent, 

To the party of them of Tarent. 


To thar requeſt he can condiſcende, 
And of purpoſe caſt him not to faple, 
f that foꝛtune wouide him grace ſende 
ith myghty hande, t marciall apparayle, 
Foz to be loꝛde andconquere all Itaple, 
As did his vncle whilom doubtles, 
Kyng Alexander, called Epirothes. 


Firſt he began his conqueſt in Itaple 
Toward Heraclye a mighty great citie, 
Where with Bꝛennus he had a great battaile 
Conſull of Rome and loꝛde of that countrye: 
And to the encreaſe of his kelicitie, 

As it is remembzed in his ſtozp, 

Upon Romapns he gate that victozy. 


The Olyphantes with caſtels on their backe 
Cauled Pyꝛrus the yong manly knyght 

With his wildome whertn there was no lack 
To put his enemies that dap to flyght: 5 


Byfucceſſion whilom lodondbyng.” 


of John Bochas 


And in this while it happened koꝛthright 
The Dicilians (Bochas beareth recoꝛde) 
Amonge them ſelues were fall at dilcozde, 


There was atwene them great diuilion 
Eche to other contrary in wozkyng, 


But torefo2me their falſe diſcention 


They pꝛaied Pyzrus to come, # be their king 
To whole requelt he fully aſſentyng 

By them made ſtronge, lyſt not to deferre 
Againſt the Romapns foz to gyn a warre, 


Belide a caſtel called Eſculus 

Within Poyl his banner he gan (play, 

The (ame dap not happy noz eurous 
Contrarions fo2tune his power gan affray, 


Wotided to the death gan greatly him diſmay 11 


By whiche occaſion this Pyzrug anone right 
Lept on his courler,and toke him to fiyght. 


I ſonne he had called Helenus, | 
Bozneofthedaughter of kyng Agathocles 
Who he ozdeyned mine auctoꝛ telleth thus, 
Foꝛ to be crowned to his great encrees, 
Of Siciliens to raygne there in pees: 
Wenpng therby to haue had auauntage, 
And in this while came to him a meſſag 


Out of Tarent, whiche ſtode in auenture 
Foz his ablente out of that region, 
Jf he not came they might not endure, 
Againe the power of them of Rome toun, 
Whiche of aſſent were dilcended downe 
Agaynſt them, they ſtandyng in dilpayze, 
Saue in abydyng vpon his repayze. 


Pyꝛtus this while ſtode in full hard poynt, 
War! abached and dull in his cozage, 
Atwene twayne hangyng in diſioynte: 
Werreyed of Romayns, hated in Cartage, 
Had a battaile to his fynall domage, 
ithin a felde called Aruſius, ba 
here put to iygyt by one Fabzicing, 


Deſtitute by Foztune and appay2ed, 
Uoyde of (uccour;barrayne of rytheſle, 
Like a man of hope diipayzed 


Towarde Eppꝛe in haſte he gan him dzelſe, 


Where he was firſt, his zy doth expzeſſe, | 
Is ye haue heard rehearced by na 


But whan he tame to Eppꝛe the citie, 8 
He gan ol new agaynſt Intigonug® 


2 ot 
n 

- Of Epyothes by trecherous work | 
Ge ng the linecheretobe crowned png. 


Hym to werrep,he was ſo deſterous: | 
And by conqueſt the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 


Within a while there was no great lettyng, 
By helpe of Foztune he was crowned kyng. 


Not ſeuen monethes raignyng in quiete, 
By Lilpmachus maugre all his might 


De was put dovone, a temoued from his ſete: 


Pet of p2eltiption though there was no right, 
He toke on him to gyn a newe foght . 
Gapne Lacedemonois, # felly thein werrey, 
Onely becaule they would him not obey. 


Whoſe pꝛeſumption whan they behelde 
Bothe of pzudence and policy 

omen were armed, to make a large felde, 
With multitude to oppꝛeſſe his party. 
Foz cõmon ptofite put them in ieopar ty: 
Ind fynally ſuche was their oꝛdynaunce, 


That Pyꝛrus was bzought to miſchaunce. 


His lonne there ſlayne called Tholome, 
And many other loſt there their liueg, 
And foz all that ot pꝛide and crueltie 

He gan a warre agayne the Irgpues, 
And at the ende of his moztall ſtrives, 
Foz concluſion, this was his laſt fall, 


 Slainewaſtoneashecame to their wall. 


His head ſmit of in the ſame place, 


And therofmade an oblacion 
To Intpgonus, fo a great ſolace: 


Thus lyſt foꝛtune quite his pꝛelumption, 
After his warres with manp region: 
Lo here the ende of folkes retchles, 


That folowed warre, a liſt not liue in pees. 


e. xxvb. Chapter. 


CT 
ho the tyzät Ariſtotimus by trecherous 


working, ſet alide the tight line, and was 
crowned kyng of E pirothes and 
Atter flapne. | 
Oꝛthe pzoceadyng folowyng John 
=F2=\/Bochas, 
4 i if 1 wil reherce in ful playne lagage 
— dow Ariſtotim a tyzãtethis þ caſe) 
compaſed by full great outrage, 
eof nozheritage) 


L — 


„ 


Linyng two 


Leaf,cxtiil; 
Byng ok Matedoyne, a full ſtronge countric; 


— PTY 
W — 


ne 


The fourth boke. 


Boꝛne by dilcent to raygne in that citee, 
The eldeſt of them called was Pyrrus, 
And the ſeconde named Tholome: 

And bothe twayne by the cruelte 

Ok Ariſtotpm, were falſely ſet aſide, 


He made kyngthis tyꝛant thzough his pzyde. 


And while that he thus gan occupy 
Lykea tyzant cruell and vengeable, 
Ol kalſe rancour and melancoly 


Slewe all thecitizyns Þ were moſt notable, 


And exyledCthis ſtozy is no fable) 
Onely of malice within his hart cloſe, 
All that were contrary vnto his purpole, 


Unto the women by fraudulent ſentence, 

Ye made oꝛdapne after that anone 

Ok fained pitie, gaue to them lycence 

To their frendes frely foz to gone 

With their riches, but they were euerychone 
By his biddyng and by his falſe treaſon, 
Take by the wap, and fettred in pzyſon. 


Oz they were ware was ſet on them arreſt, 
And after that of vengeable crueltie 8 
The childzen llapn yng at their bꝛeſt, 
Mapdens oppzelled of their virginitie: 

But in this while at Cypze the citie 
There was a knyght paſſyng of great age, 
Whiche caſt of purpole to auenge his outrage 


Che ſame knyght, mine auctour telleth thus, 


In the ſtoꝛy plapaly as rede, 

Was in Greke tonge called Helematus, 
Right wiſe a manly both in woꝛd and dede: 
And thinges twayne put him out of dzede 
To exe cute his pur pole in certapne, 
Maugre all tho that would be him againe. 


Foz comon pꝛokite he dzad not to be dead, 

A cauſe was this foz he was fall in age, 
Ind another that put him out of dꝛede 

Foz he no childzen had ok his lynage: 

Dis quarell rightfull gaue him aduauntage, 
Ind herevpon gathered him of newe 

Suche as he knew, p manly were and true, 


This purpoſe helde t circumſpect auile, 


- Yndtheron made fall pzudent ozdinaunce, 


This Helematus olde,hardy,and right wiſe 
Ifoze pꝛouided, dy knyghtly puruepaunce 
The laid tyꝛant bzoulght vnto miſch 2 
By helpe of them that were to him allented, 

Unwarely ſlain, whole deth was not repẽtt d 


C che. xxbi. Chapter. 


£ X 
How quene Arcinoe foz the aduoutry done 
with Demetrius huſbande of yer 


daughter Beronices,ended 
in (o20we, 


Fter this ſtoꝛy Bochas gan apply 
Toturnehtis pen,like as ye Gall here, 
To waite and tell the frowardelecherp 
Ol Ircynoe,pleaſaunt of loke and chere: 
Whiche of her pozt and eke ol her manere 
Was in her dayes, like as it is founde, 
Foz craft a beauty called Uenus the (econde, 


Fox her fapꝛenes yenen in mariage 


To noble gas of Cyzenes kyng, 


At wene them while they were ponge of age 
They had a daughter by retoꝛde of w2ytyng, 
Called Beronices, the kyng at his endyng 

n his teſtament bad that Ge Could be 
Yedded to the lonne of kyng Tholome, 


And this was done of entencion 

Co ceaſe the warres 5̊ had endured longe, 
Atwene Egipt,as made is mencion, 

And the Cyzenes, bothe realmes tronge: 
By this mariage Þ he myght vnderfonge 

In his diyng to ſet a fynall peace 

Twene thele.it.realmes,foz their both fcrece 


After whoſe death thus the matter ſtode, 
Quene Yrcynoe moſt ſubtyll in wozkyng, 


- Agayne this matter ſocruell was and wode, 


Marped her daughter wout moze lettyng 
Called Beronices,agaynſt the biddyng 
Ok her father that called was Ygas, 

As heretokoze, rehearſed is the caas. 


She maried her to one Demetrius, 

That bꝛother was, by Bochas rehearſpnge, 
Unto the mighty great Antygonus, 

Beyng in Grete of Matedopne kyng: 

But infoztunate was ſhe after her weddyng, 
As in this Cozy ſuyng ve chall ſe, 

By the falſe wozkyng of quene Arcynoe. 


And to conclude ſhoꝛtly this mattere, 

Whan thys quene this double Ircynoe 

Sawe ot Demetrius the byſage # the chert 

His lokè, his coloure, his langage,# beautie, 
is manly poꝛt, and his liberalitie. 


he was enamozed of fleſhly — 


of John Bothas 


Lyke her delyꝛe, to haue his acquayntaũce. 


Ok her nature che was molt lecherous, 
Ind of her frowarde inclination 

She bꝛought about that Demetrius 
Iſſented was, by her ſuggeſtion, 

Foz to accompliſh lyke her opinion, 

All her deſy2es ok fleachly appetite, 
Thus of accoꝛde there folowed their delite. 


Lefte his wyfe called Beronices 
Chye quenes doughter, #agapyne all ryght 
Jn aplace ſecret out of pzees 
They lay together almoſt euery nyght, 
Takyng no hede of god noz ono wyght: 
Cyll of foztune the caſe is ſo befall, 
Chat he was hated of hys knyghtes all, 


Diſpyte they had of Arcynoe, 

The dede hozrible whan they dede eſpy, 
Þys wyfe Beronices eke whan che dyd le 
Holp the maner of theyz ribaudzy, 

In heart che taught a great melancoly, 
Oꝛdapned knightes in ſtele armed bzyght 
Jn their aduoutry to take them on a nyght. 


Lying a bedde ſlept and toke no kepe, 

Ifter falſe luſtes whiche they had vſed, 
They fel vp on them whyle they dyd llepe, 
The dede open myght nat be excuſed, 

Co all the wozlde thus they were accuſed: 
With (wozdes dzaw þ knyghtes thilke night 
To llee the both werepurpoled anone right. 


Out on Beronices ( cryeth John Bochas) 
Becauſe he badde ſpare Arcynoe 
Grounde & gynnyng ofthis hozrible caas, 
Sayth her mercy was very cruelte, 

Co ſaue ſuche one it was a falſe pite: 

Is ſayth myne auctour , a thyng cotrarious 
Der to pzeſerue and llee Demetrius, 


O Beronices linall is thy diſcretion 


| Leaf.cxv. 


To ſaue the quene 5̊ hath the treaſon founde, 
Firſt to Demetrius che gaue occaſion 

Foz which Ge chuld haue had the firſt woũde 
Take foz them bothe and in cheynes bounde, 
And after that thys falſe Xrcynoe, 


To example of other chuld haue puniſhed be. 


And whyle they were taken thus in cloſe, 
The lapd Arcynoe made no delay 

But fro her bedde anone che vproſe, 
LOtthout clot hes, naked as the lap, 

Nan to their ſwoꝛdes in all they2 gret affray, 
Went atwene them, dyd her buly payne 


Co beate ot ſtrokes with her armes twapne. 


To ſaue Demetrius naked as che ſtode 
Uoyde of all dzede dyd her buſy cure 

Her whyte body all beſpzeynt with blode 
Gan to cry out on euery creature: 

Alas (quod che) let me alone endure 

Deth by my lelfe,ye be to diſpitous 

To laue my lyfe and ſlee Demetrius. 


To the erthe anone ſhe fyll adowne 
To ſtande vpꝛyght che might nat ſuſtene, 


Deed, pale, a wan, with many pitous ſowne 


Dethe of Demetrius gan wofullye bemene: 
Embꝛalyng him with all his woũdes grene, 
Ind in her armes albe that he laye deed, 

She kyſſed his mouth, blew a nothyng reed, 


Jr ſoꝛow & cõplapnt thus che made an ende, 
write no moꝛe ot᷑ thys Arcynoe 

But to Beronices e I wyl now wẽde, 
Foz Bochas ſayeth in the ſtoꝛy ye mape ſe 
She after wedded was to wozthy Tholome 
Like as it was her fathers firſt entent, 
When Þ he dyed,and made his teſtament; 


& Thus endeth the fourth boke, and here⸗ 
0 the kyfte. 
U. iiii. 


after foloweth 


S <wu4to el wt. aw. at. 


The fifth boke. 


Here Bochas vvryteth agaynſte them 


that delyte in beaute and ſemelyneſſe,callyng to purpoſe Howe 
a man boꝛne in Tuſcan, whiche excelled in beaute and 
fayꝛneſſe, and foꝛ hys beaute ſhould nat geue other 
- occaſion to ſynne, he diſfigured hys vilage and 
body, wyth manye a great wounde 
and ſpotte. | 


S 


| The firſt Chapter. 


re Bochas ſcozneth x 
BUT PI bath diſdayne 
Ol the maner of folke 


that in certayne- « 
Set al theyꝛ toy and all 
their felicite 
Foz to excell in fayzeneſſe and beaute: 
Nat withſtandyng as ye well tell can, 
It hath vndone full many a wozthy man. 


NRecoꝛde he taketh ol Demetrius, 
Which in his tyme was fapꝛeſt in certepne, 
Which cauſed hym to be contrarious 

To al vertue, his ſtoꝛy ye haue ſeyne: 
But of tho folke Bochas hath moſt diſdeyne 
That buſy ben to conquere and recure 
Beaute by craft, which cometh nat of nature. 


The thirde is he grutcheth agayne kynde 
Fo2 lacke ofſtature and of ſemelynefle: - 
Ind all theſe thꝛe ben ignoꝛaunt and blynde, 
And agayne reaſon their coꝛages they dzelle 
pet aboue beaute vertue is mayſtreſſe, 
Ind lytle woꝛthe is kapꝛneſſe in certepne 

In a perſon where no vertue is ſeyne. 


Unto purpoſe he telleth of a man 

That excelled all other in fapzeneſſe, 
Called Spurnia # bozne was in Tuſcan, 
And fotke had ioye and great gladneſſe 
To beholde hym foꝛ his ſemelpneſſe 
Whole beaute bꝛought women in dotage, 
When they caſt her loke on hys vylage. 


Wyues # mapdens dwellyng in that countre 
Pꝛeled faſt on hym to beholde, 


By thocrallon ofhys great beaute- 
Nat onelye ponge but ſome that were olde 
Wyth loues axceſſe nowe were they 

hote nowe colde, | 
Thus was hys beaute to many a creature, 
Founde ineffecte a perylous lure, 


Daſbandes olde caught a fantaſy 

Ind had a maner (uſpection, | 
Stpꝛed by the (ſerpent of falſe Jeloſye 
Towarde Spurnia, as made is mencion: 
But foz to auoyde all cruell occaſion, 

Ok any people that ſuche malyte thought, 
Pe (hall here howe wyſely that he wzought, 


To put awape falſe dylectacion, 

Indall occaſions of Cupides rage, 

He of pzudence and diſcretion 

With many wounde diffaced hys byſage: 

Foz he dempt it was great domage 
henchelen ok excellent beaute, 

Any creature hyndꝛed choulde be. 


Philoksphers and poetes that were wyſe, 
Gaue vato hym a great commendation, 
That he coude ſo notably deuyſe 

To kynde a wape within hys vealon 

To ſet aſyde all occaſion 

Of luche vnlefull flechlye fantaſye, 

That might ſtyꝛe women vnto lecher pe. 


He knewe afoꝛe and ſaw by experience 
That all beaute (hall waſte away and fade, 
Lykeſomer flours in they2 moſte excellence, 
That growe on hylles oz be lowe in ade: 
The role, the lyllye, whan they be molt glade 
Upon they: ſtalkes, they: pꝛefe is dayly ſeyne 
Been beten downe with a tozmye * 


| 
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Ind lemblably in euery creature 

Ok lowe degre oꝛ of hye eſtate, 
Beauty abideth nat noz lenger doth endure 
Than youthes celon, w age is ful checkmate: 
Who thtnketh hereon J holde hym foztunate, 
And can afoze in his reaſon caſte | 

No woꝛldly beauty; in erth mai alway laſte. 


¶ Lenuope. 


E woꝛldlye folke that reiopſe 
in beaute, 
Se with the eyen ok pour aduertence 
owe with a (male ſodapne infirmite 
hen deth a age lyſt chewe theyzpzeſence, 
Diſdayne al frechnes with vnware violence 
Agayne whole might there is no other grace 
Pꝛoceſſe of peres all beaute doth deface, 


Though Demetrius was fayze bpon to ſe 
As ye haue herde rehearſed in (ſentence, 
Gayne law and ryght he loued Arcynoe 
Thoccalion founde by her falſe inſolente, 
Bycaule reaſon made noreliſtence, 
Nat aduertyng how euery hour and ſpace 
Pꝛoceſſe of peres, all beaute doth diſtate. 


Full hozrible was their iniquite, 

And tofoze god hatefull their offence, 

Fo2 thꝛough falſe luſt and ſenſualite 

Loſt was the bzidell of inwarde pꝛouidence, 
Sharpe moꝛtal ſwozde made ß recompence, 
D20wned in teres whan ſhe dyd hi embzace, 
With blody woundes dilkigured all hys face. 


O noble pꝛyntes let thys ſtoꝛy be 

A clere myꝛrour to pour magnikicence, 
Therein conlidzed the falſe kragilite 

Ok wozldly fayznes which is but apparence, 
Ind tranlitoꝛp, but ſo be that pzudence 
Gouerne the paſſage vicious luſt to enchace, 
Pʒꝛoteſſe of peres, all beaute dothe difface, 


The. ii. Chapter. 


CHowe the two bꝛethzen, Seleuchus 
and Intiochus,echedeſyzous to 
excell other,fyll at dilcoꝛde 
and ended in mil⸗ 


chefe. 


12 is no man that can in ſtoʒy rede 
Ok moꝛe milchefe noꝛ of moze debate, 
Than ok debate that is atwene kinrede, 


Ltaf. cr bi. 


Twene blode blod, gayne kide infoztunare, 
Namely in perſons whiche ben of hye eſtate, 


As it kyll ones, the ſtoꝛy beareth reco2de. 


Atwene two bzethzen that were at dilcoꝛde. 


That one Seleuchus, Antiochus the other, 
Is the ſtozy hereafter all deup ſe, 

Eche deſy2ous foz to excell other 

In wozldly wozthyp, a wonderly they were 
And both blent by wozldly couetyle (wyſe, 
Foz toclymbe vp to hye eſtate 
Whiche cauſed them to be at debate; 


Both mighty kinges Bochas maketh mccis; - 


And of one wombe ſothlye they were bozne 
Under a curſed fell conſtellacion, 

Ok frowarde ſede may grow no good co2ne: 
Ind thzough couetyſe bothe they were lozne, 
And diſt roped by the moꝛtall werre 


That was atwene them, in Iſie nye #ferre, 


It is tome berye contagyous 

To rede the batayles and dilcencions, 
The falſe pꝛomples of Antiochus, 

Dith the dilceytes and conſpirations: 
B2etherne of byzth, and of condicions 
Contrarious wapes euer they dyd wende, 


Frowardly they began, à ſo made an ende. 


Their mother was called Leodices, 

And in Aſpa Seleuchus was reignyng, 
Euer in werre, coude nat lyue in pees: 

And in Surry Antiochus was kyng, 
Ind among robbers they made theyz ending, 
Where euer they fought in wꝛonge o2 ryght, 
Neuer they bode but toke them to flyght. 


Though Seleuchus was at his gynnyng 
Shynyng in gloꝛy and in hye pꝛoweſſe, 

Ind of Ilya he was lozde and kyng, 

With great diffame was derked his nobleſſe: 
Bytauſe that he of great bnkyndneſſe 

Ful falſely ſlewe without indgement, 

Yys yonger bzother that was innocent. 


And by the byddyng ol Leodices 

Which was his mother of hatefull cruelte 
Falſely to murdze the quene Beronices, 
ite to the kyng called Tholome, 
Reygnyng in Egipt ; dut it ſtode fo that he 
Fo all his power fayledofhys pꝛay, 
Bycauſe that Ge was ware, # fled away, 


pet afterwardeofolde hate and emiy- 
This 


tec gs — — — 
Y 


This Seleuchus by full falſe treaſon, 
Aurdzed Beronices by conſpiracy, 
Yer ſonne allo, as made is mencion: 
The (claundze aroſe thzough many a region, 
And was reported vnto hys diffame, 
Wherthzough he loſt his wozlhip # his name. 


And on thys murder auenged foꝛ to be 

Foz the hozrible great abuſion, 

The byng of Egypt the (ayde Tholome 

Gan make him ſtrong,# came w people doun 
But foz there was ſo great diſcention Ty 
Thz2ough al his land, the ſtoꝛy ſaith certayne, 
He was conſtrained to returne home agayne. 


Seleuchus than made a ſtronge armee 
Gathered chyppes, ſtuffed them w vytayle, 
Towarde Alpe he taken hath the lee, 

But ſuche tempeſt gan hys people aſſaple, 
That hertes and power of them gan fayle, 
W thundzing a lightning vẽgeably diſtrained 
To take the land of nede he was conſtrained, 


The people of Aye leyng thys milchele 
ad of Seleuchus great compaſſion, 
And their luccour to let at a pꝛefe 

They hym retepued into that region, 
Though it ſtode (as made is mencion) 
That afo2etyme foz hys cruell dede 

They had his perſon in full great hatrede, 


And foꝛ he fonde foztune fauourable 
Nat conſidzyng her mutabilite, 

Jecaſt of rancour foz to be vengeable 
And gyn a werre agapne Tholome: 
His men outraped he was conſtrayned to fle, 
Anewe no refute noꝛ ſuccour ot none other, 
But foꝛ great milcheke lent to hys bzother, 
I meanehys bzother called Antiochus, 
Beheſtyng him foz to crowne hym kyng 

Ok all Alpe, hys ſtozp telleththus, (kyng 
Take trule thys whyle by lubtyll falſe woz- 
With Tholome, foꝛ ten pere enduryng: 
And when his bzother came with his powere 
Falſed his pꝛomile, double ok hert and chere. 


Thus of newe they fyll at debate 

Eche gan other myghtely werrap, 
Fallecouetiſe toencreace they: eſtate 
Cauſed that nouther lyſt other to obay, 

Met in a felde there is no maꝛe to (ay: 
Fought hide koꝛ hande, their hoſtes both two 
Seleuchus kled as he was wonte to do. 


The fifth boke. 


Thus a falle werre of hatred fraternall, 
Agayne nature ſet them at diſcoꝛde, 

Eche buſy was in elpectall 

As their ſtoꝛy remembzeth by recoꝛde, 
Neuer their lyke to be at one accozde: 

But whã Deleuchus was put thus to flight, 
The people of Surry gan deme anonryght 


That he that day was outher take oz dede, 
And Gallougreis a people of great poſte, 
Of Couetyle gan haſt them in great ſpede 
To entre Alye and ſpoyle all that countre: 
To Antiochus they had eke enmpte, 

That he was fapne foz hys ſauacion, 

To pay to them a full great raunlom. 


Their heart was yeue onely to pyllage, 


 (Takyng ofhym of golde a great quantite, 


And he leyng of robbyng the outrage 

Dꝛew to the pyllours, @ one ot thein was he: 
And thꝛoug al Alpe they robbed eche cotitre, 
Foz Seleuchus they gan ſo purchace, 

(That he nat durſt abide in no place, 


Than Intiochus dꝛewe to Tholome, 
Uoyde of ſauecondupte 02 any aſſuraunce, 


(Though þ atwene them was great enmyte 


Foz a ſeaſon as made is remembzaunce, 
Co hauekfounde ſuccour in his gret greuaũce: 
But all foz nought,foz in concluſion 
Tholome hym toke and caſt in derke pꝛilon. 


(There conſtrayned of neceſſite 

Knowyng no meane to make his raunſon, 
By a woman that lyued in pouerte 

He was holpe out of that derke pꝛiſon: 
Lo here ok foztune a falſe condicion, 

That coude make a kyng without pere, 
Ok a woman to ſtande in daungere. 


Co pzoude folke this maye be a myzour,” 
To le a pꝛynte thus lodaynly bzought lowe, 
That Gone inryches lyke an emperour, 
Which of diſdapne lyſt no man to knowe, 
Now is he caſt, nowe is he ouerthzowe: 
Now hath he cauſe to plain, wepe,# mourne, 
Knovoyng no frende foz ſuccour him to turne. 


De was aferde to holde hys paſſage 
By hye wayes, oꝛ fox to come in ſyght, 
Fyll amonge theues ᷑ they by great outrage 


All mercyleſſe, flew hym anone ryght, 
And his bzother foz all his great myght 
Called Delenchus, which was a — 
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Fil fro his courler, # bzake his necke alõder. 


¶ Dowe the noble NneeneLaodomya, - 
was in the temple layne,and ven⸗ 
geaunce take vpon hym that 
'  NAeweher, 


xe of eſtates pꝛyntes and 
pzpnceſſes 

A Shewed them to Bochas pi- 

«J// touſlye playnyng, 

To hym declarynge they; 

moztall heupneſſes, 

And firſt ok all there came to hym wepyng 

Che noble queene her ſoꝛow reherſyng, 

Called Laodompa which with heuy chere 

Complapned the miſchefe of her (uſter dere, 


Called Hereis, ponge and tender ol age 
That wedded was of Cycile to the kyng, 

And on the dape ot that great mariage 

There fyll a ſtryte and a great meuyng 

Amonge the commons, by a maner ryſyng: 

And when the quene therok had a lyght, 

Co Dianes temple anone che toke her flpght. 


The people was party à roſe againe þ kyng, 
Foz whicherumoze and ſodayne ſtryte 
Laodompa fall fearfully quakyng, 

Kan to the temple foz to ſaue her iyte, 
Suppoſyng in her ymaginatyfe 

That foz the temples chaſte reuerence, 
Men woulde ſpare to do there violence, 


But there was one by whom the ſtrife began 
And was firſt grounde of this great mocion, 
Called Milo, a falſe Cecylian 

Uoyde of all reuerence and deuocion, 

Ran to the temple feirſer than a Lyon, 

And where the queene the auter dyd enbzace, 
With a harpe ſwozde flew her in the place. 


This ſatrilege was puniſhed by vegeaunce, 
Gods were wꝛothe though this gret offfce, 
Ind Diana by full great di launce 
Made in the courte a ſodayne peſtylence, 
Ind Mylo was by vnware violence | 
Tourned beſtiall, made wode in that affray, 
Ind llewe hym ſelfe luyng the twelft dave, 


The. iiii. Chapter, en 


Leaf.crvu, 


Show Cleomenes king of Macedone was 
llapne with his wife and 


childzen. 


Fter this vengeaũte taken on Mplo, 
Came Cleomenes of Macedopne king, 
And to Bochas gan hew his deadly wo 


A 
Dis great iniuries of enemies aſſaplyng, 
Bis hye empailes, his kyngdome defendyng, 


And alderlaſt how he in his citee, 
Was by the ſonne ſlapne of Tholome, 


Firſt in his countrey.,the ſtoꝛp oth deuile, 
Againe his enempes he had a great battaple, 
Ok his people defendyng the fraunchyſe, 


Ok knightly pzowelle as he þliſt not faple 


Foz his ryght to fyght in plate and maple: 
Dis lieges echone beyng of one aſſente, 
To lpue and dye with hun in their entent. 


Men, women, and childzen ponge ok age, 

e in one hart as in that mattere, 
Whiche made them ſtronge & gate auaũtage 
(That vndeuided they ſtode echone pkere, 

Ok one cozage,of one will, # of one chere, 
Greatly aſſured in their opinion, 
Becaule among them was no diuiſion. 


Their comon pzofite they did moze pzefarre, 
Than — — treaſure, lpke, oꝛ good, | 
Foz their fre dome aye ready to the warre 
Not atraped to ſpende their owe bloude: 
And fynallye ſo together they ſtode 

That of one thought ethe gan him redy maks 
To lyue and dye foz his bzothers ſake, 


He had an enemy bozne of that region 

The name of whom was Antigonus, 

And he had wedded the boke maketh mention 
Theolde quene of kyng Demetrius: | 


And had her ſonne the ſtoꝛy telleth thus, 


Called Phylyp,froyouth in hys kepyng, 
Therby pꝛetendyng a tytie to be byng, 


Of Latedemonoys claymed agayne ryght 
(There to raigne and take poſſeſſion, | 
Lyke a tiraunt bſurpyng of great myght 
Foz to be crowned in that region: | 
But foz all his falſe n 

He was put of and pſet a farre, $ 
Though he with the helde a moztal warte 


And Cleomenes that was rightfull kyng . 


Hardy as Lyon, dꝛede hym nothyng, 
Gapne his enempes he ſtode lo at a bay 
That fro the felde he made them flye away: 
His d2edefull lwoꝛde grounde was lo kene, 
That to abyde hym they myght nat ſuſtene. 


Ind on a daye deſcendyng from his cite 
Helde in the felde a full ronge battaple, 
With lytle people made his fone to fle: 
Retournyng home ful wery of trauayple 
Thought in his heart that it ould auaple 
To ſtynt the werte, hangyng in no certapne 
Tyll 5 his people refreched were agapne. 


Set o2dinaunce though all the countre 
Gapne all enempes to make reſiſtence, 

And into Egypt he goth to Tholome | 
With wife # childzen bdzawing hys pzelcce, 
There receyued with great beneuolence, 
BY Lyke his eſtate out of care and dzede, 

1 And there abode tyl Tholome was dede. 


But the lonne of kyng Tholome 

Whiche raygnedafter by ſucceſſion, 

Ok falſe enuy and vengeable cruelte 

Slew Cleomenes in that region, 

His wike,his childzen,voyde of compaſſien, 

Alas it was to ſtraunge a cruel thyng, 
Within a kyngdome to murder lo a kyng. 


＋ Ok kynge Nero, Coꝛnel and 
Danriat, fs 


| 


Fter whoſe deathe thus wzought by 
violence, 

.. .. The ſlozyremembzeth pzocedyng 
Fozth tame Nero and ſhewed hys pzeſence, 
Of Siracuſe the myghty ſtronge kyng, 
Tofdze Bochas full pitonfly plapnyng: 
Befechpnge b m with a full pitous chere 
Ok his milcheke to wzyte the manere. 


The whiche Hero, wylfull and futtous 
Lyſt to pzeſume of falſe rebettton, 

Fo: to debate with Xp auding 
Ind to maligne a ne me toun: 


But he anone foz his pꝛeſumptioun 


Conſtrayned was iu ali his moſt pzide, 
Lykea cowarde dee ad 


No moꝛe of bym myne auttour wiiteth here, 
But in his N 


The fifth boke. 


Cattaginen tes had of them victozy, 


There tame Coznely,ofKome a conſulere 
Hym lelte complaynyng of Þ great falchede, 
Whiche vnto hym accompliſhed was in deve, 
By aſſuraunce bzoke of Haniball, 

Which of Cartage was chefe admirall, 


To thys Coznely Haniball was ſwozne, 
With the Affricans by a maner flatery, + 
To ſuccour hym as we haue tolde tofozne, 
With the Romains to holde vp his party; 
But whan they met, the boke doth lpecilp, 
Coznely was take and fettred in pꝛilon 

At nuſchefe dyed, there gayned no raunlon. 


Than Haniball entred of entent 

With his knightes into a great cite 

Ok Cicile called Agrigent, 

Where Julius Silua of olde enmyte 
Laydea ſiege with a great mepne, 

That he conſtrayned the ſayde Hanpball 
Foz very hungre to leape ouer the wall. 


By a pollerne he toke hym to the fliygye 
Gathered chyppes, and toke the large ſee, 
Ind Julius Silua lyke a manly knyght 
Faught with him, and made hym foz to flee 
Upon the water, anone after he 


Das of his knyghtes ſtoned tothe dethe, 


And ſo conſtrapned he pelded vp the bꝛethe. 
Che. bi. Chapter. 


& Of the duke zantipas caſt 
into the lee. 


And putte to klyght as made is mencion, 
Tofoze Bochas came wozthy 
zantipus 
I famous duke full notable of renoun, 
And he was loꝛzde ofthe ſtronge region 
Lacedemoyne, and was tome a ferre 
Into Cartage, to helpe them in the werre. 


By whole pꝛoweſſe to his encreaceofglozy 
Che pꝛoude Romayns were put to flyght, 


2 ter that Hany ball was ſlayne thus 


And there was take the wyſemanly knyght 
Marcus Regulus, and bzought anonryght 
Into Cartage, and led as pꝛyſonere 

By zuntipus, as Bochas waiteth here. 


Thys noble duke foz all his hye pꝛoweſſe 
Done in Cartage, and chewed to ie 
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And foz all hys notable kyndneſſe 

They moſt vakyndly quit hym his guerdon: 
Foz ſaplyng home to warde his region, 

In achyp ſtuffed of their countre, 

Of kalle enuy they caſt him in the ſee, 


Co his nobleſſe and famous chiualry 
Wuhan he of knighthod (ate hieſt i his flours, 
They of Cartage by hatred #enuy (cours; 
Maligned agayne hym, chele (un of their (6- 
Taclipled his lyght,but theragayn auctours 
Haue by w2ityng perpetually let his name 
Ind it regeſtred in the houſe ol fame, 


Bow Marcus Regulus of hys 


ſteewyll, dyed foz the com- 
1 mon wele. 


Do can tell oz reherſe the grounde 
W. ol werres 

ve fyꝛdt cauſe of ſuche moz- 
tall outrage 

Whether it began by influence of ſterres 
Twene man and man, oz of wplfull rage 
Itwene Romapyns and folkes of Cartage, 
To great hyndzyng, conſydzed the manere 
Of both parties, as Bochas doth vs lere. 


Italiens therwith were greued oft, 

Namely whan foztune was theyz aduerſary 
And Affricans felt full vnſoft 

Whan che to them lyſt be contrary: 

Whoſe courſe of cuſtome ſtoũdmeale doth va⸗ 
By experience it hath be pꝛoued wele, cry, 
In þ ouerwhelmpnge of her vntruſty whale, 


The moſt woꝛthy and the moſt famoug 
Ifoze remembzed vpon eche party, 

Foꝛtune to day made them victozious, 

Ind to mozow ſhe dyd theyz myght defye: 
Now vp, nowe downe, all ſtode in ieoperdp, 
Lyke as the lyſt them fauour nye oz ferre, 
Their loſſe & wining called foztune of werre. 


To ſome well wylled, happy, and eurous, 

To ſome alſo full ſtraunge of acquayntaũce, 

Reken amonge other Marcus Regulus, 

On Romapne partpe a Pzynce of great 
ſubſtaunce: 

To be pꝛeferred and put in remembzannce, 

One the molt wozthy & true founde in dede, 


Df knyghtly policy that I can of rede. 


Y 
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To common p2ofit was ape his abuertence, 
Twene loue and hate ſtandyng lo vpꝛyght 
To nouther lyde declyned the balaunce, 

Ok his domes,foz fauour of no wyght: 

(Tyll that the eye ot hys in warde ſyght, 
Contepued had where the trouth ſtode, 
Than gaue he ſentence, and theron he abode, 


In all this woꝛld ther was no better knight 
Better named, and boꝛne ok good linage, 
A ſemelp perſon delyuer a ok great might, 
_ as Lyon, right manly of viſage, 

al of Romains, charpe parde to Cartage: 
Demure nat haſty ſeynge all thyng tofozne, 
And in Papinia I fynde that he wag boznez 


Ind fox he had ſo great diſcretion © _ 
This wozthye knyght,thys Marcus Regu⸗ 


_ Choſen he was a Conſul ofthe toun (lug, 


And had a felow called Manlius, 
Jn armes manly wyle and vertuous, 


hiche foz theyz notable hye conſtaunce + . 
Df Romapne werres had the gouernaunce, 


They: chyppes fuffed made a great armye 
Full pzudently with knightly apparaple, 
Che le pzinces twayne taken haue the lee 
Firſt with Ciciliens had a great bataple, 
Diſcomfited them at their arriuaple, 
Outraped Amplchar,the tozy is no fable, 
That was of Iffrike capitayne 4 conſtable, 


Wan in that countre taſtels many one 
Toke pꝛiloners. ſtuſte, and great rycheſſe, 
Ind all that party to Rome he ſent anone 
By Manlius the cozy beareth witneſſe: 
And the Romayns foz his wozthyneſſe 
All ofaſſent becauſe he was ſo wpyle, 
Pꝛolonged haue the terme ofhys offyle, 


Ofknyghtly nobleſſe was none to hym lyke, 
Nouther in armes , noz polttike ozdinaunce, 
And foz the conqueſt of Cartage and Iffrike 
To hym they gaue whole the gouernaunce: 
Boogie — - — obeyſau A nee 
oma e wo np 
Wher euer he rode maugre their Ne — 


By his fapthfull labozous dilygence 

Gate all the countreys to Cartage toun, 

(Tyll tidynges tame vnto hys pzeſence 

Belſyde a rpuer there was a great dzagon 

So hozriblecas made is mencion) 

(That al þ countre ot him 2 in ſuch _ 
90 


No man dur neygh hym ferre aboute, 


An hundzed fote  twayne was hys length, 
Lykeas wziteth Tytus Liuiug, 

Das none ſo hardy man noz of ſuche ſtrength 
That durſte appꝛoche he was (o venomous: 
But by the manhode of Marcus Regulus, 
Slapne was this monſtrous ſerpent, 

And foza maruaple the ſkinne to Nome ſent. 


Thus in conqueſt whyle he dyd his payne 
To get caſtels a myghty ſtronge towns, 
Igayne hym were lent Aldzuballeg twapne, 
Called of Iffrike the hardy champions, 
With al the power of their regions: 

But as the ſtoꝛy maketh reherſapyle, 

They were dilcomkited in battaple. 


Ampylchar after came with ſpeare # chelde 
In defence of Affrike and Cartage, 

And he was alſo diſtroyed in the telde 

With all his hoſt maugre his viſage: 

Thus Marcus hadde alwape the vauntage 
Making þ Romains this knyght vertuous, 
(Thzough his pꝛoweſſe to be victozious, 


And where that he in hys tender age 

Lyſt do labour and tyli his owe lande, 
Foz exerciſe, and vertuous auauntage 

To hold the plough a lede it with his hande, 
Auoyding floath as pe hall vnderſtande: 
Now though Affrike w many noble knight 
In ſtele and mayle he rydeth armed bꝛyght. 


Thus noble Marke what euer he had ado, 
He was in armes ſouerapyne lingulere, 

And in the temple at Rome of Ippollo, 

Foꝛ him was kept a crowne of freſh laurere: 
Foꝛged of golde, fret ful of ſtones clere, 

And in the temple of Joue was reſerued, 

A robe of victoꝛʒy, which he hath deſerued, 


To theſe goddes who can conſider well 

Ok olde cuſtome the ryghtes to mayntene, 
As foz a thyng beyng uell | 
Which fadeth neuer, of nature, thus J mene, 
Placred is the freche laurere grene 

Foꝛ tauſes twapne,grafited to conquerours, 
In marcial actes by cõqueſt made bictours. 


Foꝛ the nobleſſe ok this tre diuine, 
ener 

| neuer | ne. 

Longe abydyng of bertuoug pzudence: yy 


Foz this Marcus duryngehis ufty peres 
Pꝛince of þ werres gayn Affrike's Cartage, 


e excellence, 
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(The rounde crowne betokeneth pꝛouidence, 
In ſigne onely of knyghtiy gouernaunce, 
Taketh his guerdon of longe continuaunce, 


Their ſtrength graũted them nat the crowne, 
Noz a pꝛoude ginninge ſlablycheth nat they 
But perſeuerice who liſt mule # rouncglozp, 
Graunteth to them and putteth in memozp 
The triumphe, and palme of theyz victozp: 
The crowne of lauter in ſtoʒy it is tolde, 
And of Jupiter the ryche crowne of golde, 


Who can diſcerne, of all thele gyftes thze, 
Moſt appertapneth vnto chyualry, 

Manly pꝛoweſſe & wildome, anone let ſe, 
Strength, hardyneſſe, conqueſt, and policy, 
Foz the Romans caught a fantaſy, 

Fo: his merites notable and glozious, 

To magnifie this Marcus Regulus. 


Toke all their ponge knightes pzilgneres, 
Sent them to Rome foz common a 
But o alas whan he was fall in age, 
The gery goddeſſe among her chaunges all, 
Agayne thys pztnce her fauoure dyd appall. 


Foz to withſtand the pꝛoweſſe of this knyght 
In helpe of Iffrike as made is mencion, 


itage: 


Came 5antipus of whom J ſpake now right 


I mighty duke the whiche was (ent doun 
Fro Latedemone, which thzough his renoun 
Whan the power of Marchus gan to fayle, 
Dis meyny flayne,toke hym in battaple. 


Into Cartageſent hym pzyſonere, | 
And there he lay in ſtronge chaynes bounde, 
Lo how foztune chaunge gan her chere 
Falleſt of truſte, whan che is moſt iocounde: 
Firſt fauourable after frowarde founde, 
This is her maner with her double face 


Folke þſythyeſt to chaũge the fro their plate. 


Foꝛ he that whylom had in ſubiection 
Almoſt all Iffrike,and Cartage the cite, 
Now lpeth he bounde and fettred in 
Wyylom in glozp, now in aduerſite, 

Caſt in miſery from hye pꝛoſperite, 
Fo2tunes be made who lo loketh wele 
Of bꝛotyll glaſſe rather than of tele, 


Thys manly knight albe 5 he lape chapned 
Whiche had bzought Rome to lo hye R_— 
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That they of Affrike 4 Cartage wer coftrat- 
Unto Romains to purſue foza pees, (ned 
And foꝛ to actompliche this matter doutles, 
Under aſſuraunce made in Cartage toun 
They toke Marcus anone out of pꝛiſon. 


Bound by his othe there is no moꝛe to ſapne, 
He to be chaunged foz Iffrike pꝛiſoneres, 
There fozto abyde & they to come agapne, 
Che pong knightes freſh a luſty of their che- 
So that Marcus feble a olde of peres, (tes: 
By Acfricans were to Rome ſent, 

Bothe aſſured to accompliche their entent, 


Foꝛ the Romains had in ſuche deynte 

This noble Parke foʒ manhode x pzudence, 
And foz the furtheryng oftheyz commonte, 
They had his perſon foz wiſdom i reaerence, 
Called in p toun their wall & they defence; 
Had in moꝛe cheerte foz knighthode in Þ age, 
Thi all their pꝛiloners of Iffrike c Cartage, 


Romayns greatly reiopſed of his commyng 

Ind ſpecially foz his delyueraunce, 

All at ones ofhert and true meanyng 

Said welcome home our iope and (uffiſatice, 
elcome myꝛrour of knightly gouernaũce: 

This was their voyce,# this was their lan⸗ 

It his repayze fro Iffrike # Cattage. (gage, 


Ind thus was he receyued lyke to his eſtate, 
And conueped thzough all the cite, 

Nobly pꝛeſented vnto the Senate, 

Began his tale anone as ye ſhall ſe, 

Is he that had moze in cheerte 

The common pꝛokite, than his deliueraunce, 
Daid vnto them thele woꝛdes in lubſtaunce. 


. Sy:sby the aupce ok you echone pꝛeſent 
Firſt by the eſtates, next by the commonte, 
As pꝛince # Conſul to Iffrike J was ſent, 
And as ye know leuen pere there J haue be, 
To chaſtyſe rebelles of that tountre, 
Ind by the fauour and helpe of gods myght, 
To pour citie haue quit me lyke a knyght, 


In this matter it nedeth nat totary _ 

Pe knowe your ſelfe I am now werenolde, 
And foztune is to me right contrary 
Whereby youre enemies in Alfrike be made 
Ind they deſire me foz to be ſolde GCbolde, 
In exchaunge by Gozt concluſton, 

Fo pziſoners which they haue in the toun, 


TLeai.crir. 


Ind by the fanour of goddes hye in heaven, 
And by my felowes Wyle mediacion, (uen 
Countreys & pzouynces moze than ſyxe oz ſe⸗ 
haue in Jftrike made ſubiect to this conn, 
Maugre their myght and their rebellion; 
Ind them conſtrayned lyke as ye deſpze, 
Foz to obay vuto pour empyꝛe. 


To make your empyze moze glozious 

And to encreaſe the boundes of your cite, 
Whylom by grace J was victozious, | 
Ve quiched your enemies wher J dyd the ſe, 
Nowe thzough foztunes mutabilite, 

Made vnhappp, and deſolate of chere, 
Somtime a pꝛynce, nowe a pꝛyſonere. 


Akoze my power by foztune was fraũchiſed, 
Now am I thzall and fettred in pzyſon, 
Myne olde triũphes be ne wly now diſgyſed, 
Ind victozies oppꝛeſſed and bozne doun: 
With this conlidzed the tranlmutacion 

Of youth paſſed, and myne vnweldy age 
Lytle wonder though dull be my cozage; 


pet ther is a thing $dzaweth a legth my like, 


Whicye in my hert hath ſet great gladnelle, 
To your encreace howe this moꝛtall ſtryte 
By my labour and knightly buſpneſſle 
Che marciall pzynces famous in wozthyneſſe 
W all the knightes moſt ſouerapn of renoun, 
Sought thzough Affrike be in pour pꝛyſon. 


By whoſe abſence febled is Cartage, _ 
The coũtre poueriched, bzought to dilentrea⸗ 
Seynge 5 I am dull and fall in age «ce, 
Gapne Affricans to put my lelfe in pzeacz, 
Cauſyng your enemies to purſue foz peace, 
By exchaunge of me Þ may but ſmall auaple, 
Foz affrike knightes moſt expert in bataple. 


They ſtande in hope of theyz delyneraunce, 
By exchaunge ofme now ſent out of pꝛyſon, 
Ot entent toencreaſe they2 puyſaunce; 

Ok new to gynne a werre vpon your toun: 
Now take good hede in your diſcretion, 
Papſe of pzudence this thing p J haue tolde, 
Theyz pouth conſidzed and howe Jam olde. 


Jam conſumed and weared in the werres; 


Foztune contrary, J febled to beare armour, 
They luſty, freche, their name ſpꝛed farre is, 


And in the felde they able to endure: 

Ivnweidy, and lyke a creature 

Mone lemelp to dzaw home to my graue, 
| .li. Than 


The fifth boke. 


Chan be armed this eite loz to taue, 


And in effecte J haue moze cheerte 

Ot very faythe without vartaunce, 

Unto the pꝛokyte of your commonte 

Than to the matter of my delpuetaunce: 

Two thinges payſed and wapyed in balaũct 
Ok Ackrike — — expert wozthyneſle, 
In me the conſtraynt of ages feblenetſe, 


Ind to conclude bpon thys matere 

I myght neuer as ſemeth vnto me 

As of knyghthode deſerue the laurere, 
Noꝛ the triumphe in this famous cite, 
Better than dye to encreate the commonte: 
Ind thus aupſed ot heart and hole cozage 
Pelde vp the ſpirite ot my bnweldy age. 


In this purpole he ſtedfaſt as a wall, 

Of one wyll and one perſeueraunce, 

Him ſelfe commendyng to goddes immoztal, 
Chaſe foꝛ to dye of polytike conſtaunce, 

Ind to pꝛeterte by notable puruepaunte 
The common pꝛokite, this was his motyke, 
Set alpde his good, his treaſour , & his lpfe. 


Right wel chered, ſtable of his viſage, 
Ot perkite loue he had vnto the toun, 
He is repapꝛed agayne bnto Cartage, 
The articles kept and the condicion 
Atthe departyng from Affrike region: 
This to lay, texplete their luſt certayne, 
O pꝛiſoner he foꝛ to reſoꝛte agayne. 


It his departyng the Romayne ſenatours 
Gan were pale of compaſſion, 

To le the pauis of all 1 07 olde ſoccours, 
As pꝛiſoner departe out of the toun: | 
Painceſſes and ladyes fyll in a ſowne doun, 
Childzen wept, and cryed foz pite, 
Farwel vpholder, chefe wall of their cite. 


Was euer founde any trewer knyght 
Whiche ok his owne faythful mocion, 
Where he was free a had power and might 
To haue ſtande at large, by hys election 

To kepe his pꝛompſe repapꝛed to pꝛilon : 
What all J wzite of his nobleſſe oz ewe, 
To fynde one lyke hym J rede but of a fewe, 


And when he came agayn with his meſſage, 
Anowyng thentent of this wozthy knyght 
Moſt furiouſly the people of Cartage 
Jnthe ne ok euety maner myght 


Ozdayned haue to tourment anonryght, 
Furſt the lyddes of his eyen twayne 
They cut ot, to encreace his payne, 


That he nat chould ſlepe in pzyſon, 

But euer watche with payne intollerable, 
Ind foz the conſtraynt of hys paſlion 

Cee and complayne with lighes lametable: 
And after this toke a playne cable 

Fret full ofnayles , carpe whet #grounde 


And thervpon naked thep hym bounde, 


Another table they layde on hymaloft 
Hapled alſo.and atwene thele twapne 
They couched hym, this bed was tul vnſolt, 
Moſte impoztable ſo hidous was þ papne, 
(The blod ran out ofeuery ſenow and vapne: 
This was his turment, alas a cruell 

Ot woꝛthy Marcus tyl he yelde vp þ bzethe, 


Who redde in bokes oꝛ euer dyd ſe, 

Ok anp pꝛinces ſo ſtedfaſt and lo table 

As whylom were in Rome the cite: 

Oꝛ in theyz conqueſt ſo longe perdurable 
Ot vertue founde, of cozage vnſtauncheable: 
Ueken vp all that euer were in that toun, 
And to this Marcus make uo compariſon, 


Reken Camillus, Pappzius, Scipions, 
Notable a wozthy foz many great victozy, 
Reken vp all the wozthy champions, 
Curſius, Fabzicius, famous of memozy, 
But this Regulus eclipſeth all theyz glozy, 
And lurmounteth by repoꝛte ofrenoun 

Ill theſe fozſayde in compariſon. 


Reken bp ß four that whylom were ſo rpche 
The firſt of them called Lucius, 
Other twapne of condicion lyche, 


As was Scaurus, and Garus Delius, 


And foꝛget nat the great Emilius, 
But foz all theyz great poſſeſſion, 
Wake to Marcus no compariſon, 


Remembze of Craſſus of whome it is tolds 
The Aliriens to ſtaunche his couetyle 
Pow2zed in his thzote ſtragled him w golde, 
So he dped the ſtoꝛp dothe deupſe: 
Ind though theſe foure wende haue be wyle, 
Greatipe commended though falſe opinion, 
Ok them to Marcus make no compariſon, 


Touchpng this Marke let men beholde g le 
He left his treaſour,fredome and * 
n 


of John Bochas 


And fo the pꝛolite of the commonte 

Foxſoke hys fredes, Bochas bereth witneſle, 
To further his towne dyed in diſtreſſe, 

Co kepe hys fayth reſoꝛted to pꝛyſon, 

Make of none other to hym compariſon, 


Myne auctour here putteth in remembzatice 
Some that had golde,ſtones,and pierre, 
Some that had of rycheſſe habundaunce 
And of other that ſtode in dignite, 

Ind ſome that had wozldly pꝛolperite, 

Set all aſyde and conclude of reaſon, 
Twene them and Marcus is no compariſon, 


Pꝛyntes map lpue after theyzententes, 
After theyz power frowardlp in vices, 

Of gold and purpure wear riche garmentes, 
After theyꝛ luſtes and theyz delyces, 
Graunt theyz miniſters great offyces: 
Cwene all their pompe and vayne ambicion 
And atwene Marke make no compariſon, 


All theſe thynges remembzed in certepne, 
Del conſidzed and yput in mynde, 
There was in Nome but fewe luche ſeyne 
To common pꝛokit that found was ſo kynde: 
Ind tyll J may ſuche another fynde 

n all thys boke turnynge vp ſodonn, 
2 wyll to hym make no compariſon. | 


CLenuoye, 
bos tragedye who that can 


| 


gladneſſe, | 


| 
| 


To kepe hys othe playnely as J rede, 
Made in Cartage, there beyng in diſtreſſe 
Thys noble pzynce conſtrayned of no nede 
But of frewyll, myne auctour doth expzeſle, 
Fro Rome agapne thyther gan hym dzeſle, 
To luſter tourment ofhys fre volunte, 
Onelp foz the pzofyt ofthe commonte. 


Thys ſtozy houldecrowned be in 155 


With golden letters, foꝛ to beare wytneſſe 


Howe the ſayde Marke, hauynge of death no 
dzede 3 | 


Leaf, cit, 
To ſet Rome fro werre in ſykerneſſe: 


Whole hie renome moſt (ouerayn of pꝛoweſſe 


May neuer eclypſe by none antiquite, 
Which chaſe to dye to fozther the commonte> 


De deſerued foz to haue the mede 

Ok triumphe, and marciall woꝛthyneſſe, 
And of Jupiter to weare the purple wede 
Fret full ot᷑ toneg,moſt heuẽly of bꝛightneſſe, 
The laureat crowne coleruyng hys greneſſe: 


* Graunted to victours who lyſt conſider a le, 


Which chaſe to dye foz the commonte. 


Noble pꝛintes whiche that gouerne e lede 
All wozdly people, take hede in your hyneſls 
To this cozy trew as is the trede, 

Tabyng example todo your buſpneſſe, 

Ive to luppozt a mayntayn ryghtwyſneſſe? 
And let Marcus to you a myꝛrour be 
Vhiche chaſe to dye to fozther the commonte, 


(The. vitt.Chapter, 


C Howe Tholome kynge of Egypte, 
called Philopater ſlewe father 
and mother and hys- wpke, 
inlecherye ſpent hys Iyfe, 
and miſcheuouſlye 
ended. 


plapnyng, 

NN 1 of iyfe there came Tho⸗ 
— lome 

Called Philopater,# was of Egypt kyng, 
In tender age by hoꝛrible cruelte 

Slewe father, mother, ſuſter pe mape (ſe: 
He to be crowned, as it is made mencion, 
To reygne alone in that region. 


He was diſpoſed vnto euery vyte, 


Frowarde to vertue and to all doctryne, 
Slewehys wyfe called Erudice, 
Left hys ſpouſe and toke a concubyne, 
Waſted hys lyfe and gan hym ſelfe enclyne 
To all ryote,ſurfet and outrage, 


And in this wyle he ſpent hys yonge age. 


Thus was diſclaundzed hys royall maieſte, 


In lecherous luſtes watched all nyght, 

In bed tyll noone agayne all honeſte, 

Ol falſe exteſſe hope hym anonryght 

When he aroſe to dzynke agayne myght, 
— e 5 — — lecherp, 
The de he glotonp. 
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J were wery the pzocelle fo2 to waite 
Of this tyꝛaunt vicious and wode, 
It is contagious the p2ocelle to endite 


Becaule the example doth harme & no goode: 


Ind of vengeaunce thus with him it ſtoode, 
Ok lodayne miſchefe J rede he dyd fyne 
Enbzaced in armes of hys concubyne, 


Agathoclia playnly was her name, 

And had a ſonne called Tgathocles 
Vicious bothe and ſclaundꝛed by diffame 
Noyled by repozt they were ſorecheles, 
Bothe at ones take in a ſodapne pꝛees, 
With their alies all at ones fet, 

And by iuſt dome led to the gybet, 


The.ir.Chapter, 


C How B2ythomarus and Uiridomarus 
dukes of Fraunce after great batayls 
were by Romayng 
ſlayne, 


Exte Philopater called Tholome, 
Cher came in oꝛder a wozthy duke 
ol Frauuce, 
BByꝛpythomarus, out of that coũtre 
Node into Grece with a great puyſaunce, 
And kirſt he gan to make hys oꝛdinaunce 
Agayne Romapns albe they were ferre 
Pyꝛoudly with them foꝛ gynne a werre. 


But they of Rome to thepꝛ confuſion, 

By theyz bych oppes and pꝛieſtes gan deuile 
To vle a curſed falſe luperſticion, 

Unto their goddes, in full cruell wyſe 

To offer vp men by a newe lacrifice, 

To burpe the quike, in Bochas thus J rede, 
By a falſe hope the better fo2 to ſpede. 


Ok Fraũce # Grete they toke ten in nombꝛe 
Halfe men # wome togider twayn z twaine, 
Ind by falſe murder they dyd the encombze, 
Buried thẽ quite their dethe was ſodayne: 
At this lacrifice the goddes gan diſdayne 
And to the Romapns wexte contrarious 
Foz they: falſe ryghtes ſuperſticious. | 


And by recoꝛde of olde Croniculers 

The yere fyue hundzed fro their foundacion 
Ind one and twenty, tho beyng conſulers 
'Thze in numbzeas made is mencion, 


Whiche gouerned and ruled all the toun 
The firſt called Lucius Emilius, 
Ind the (econde Catullus Gaius, 


Actilius Regulus the thyꝛde conſulere, 
By al the ſenate ozdayned were theſe thze 


As J haue tolde the ſelfe ſame pere, 


Foz to goue rne and rule the cyte: 

And to p2eſerue them from all aduerſite 
Agayne two peoples of Gaule a Lumberdy 
Which them werred of malyce and enuy, 


Of whiche werre ß Romapyns ſtode in doute, 
The Henatours & all the citiſayns, (route 
Becaule agaynſte them there came ſo great a 
Of Lumbardes, by this halfe the motitayng, 
oyned together with many fell fozayns, 
hich ſtode departed ag made is remẽbꝛaũce 
Fro them of Rome and theyz obeyſaunce. 


The people rude beſtiall and vnſtable 
Together aſſembled wode and furious 
Ok multitude very innumerable 
Vengeable ofheart of coꝛage diſpitoug, 
Uovde of all reaſon ſodaynlp furious, 

Is ſaythe Bochas I can no further gone 
Their ſoudiers bare gilarmes euerpchone, 


And giſarmes ofgiſarmes they were called, 
Towarde Rome them haſtyng day by day, 
Of great labour the fotemen loꝛe appalled 
But aye they: truſt on multitude laye, 

Of whoſe commyng Rome ſtode in afray, 
And ſpectally the Conſulers thze 

That out were lent to fight foꝛ the cite. 


Four ſcoꝛe thouſand as wꝛite the croniclere 
Wrgyty and ſtronge to ſtande at defence 
In his felowhyp had eche Conſulere, 

nd of the gilarmes numbze in ſentence 
Thze hundzed thouſande by urdy violence 
Goyng on fote,'J fynde that they had, 


Epght thoulande ouer.,Þ all the felde ſpꝛad. 


reken nat them that rode on hozſbacke, 
bich lixe a thirty thouſand wer in numbze, 
Sire hundzed ouer purpoled foz the wzacks 
Finally the Romapns to encombze: 
The hadow of them gaue ſo great an bmbze 
(That on the ſoyle whiche tokoze was grene 
There was bnneth any ſunne chene. 


Their captaine was Bzythomarus, 
A manly man and a ful wozthy knyght, 1 


of John Bochas 


Ind with them went Uiridomarus 
Another captayne in ſtele armed bzight, 
Twene them a Romapnes long laſt the fight 
But on the party of Rome the citpvxe 

Was flapne a Conlull one of the thze, 


After whole deth of foztune,anonright 

On the partie of themofRometoun 
Eight hundꝛed thouſand toke them to flight, 
And thus began the fame and the rendun 

Of Bꝛithomarus, as made is mencion: _ 
Of whiche victozy his hert was made fayne, 
Ind on his partie were thze thouſand flayne, 


But the Romayns reſoz2ted be ageyne 

And after that had a ſtronge battayle, 

And in the felde ſo manly they were leyne 
Ind lo pꝛoudly their enemyes dyd aſſayle, 
That as myne auctour maketh reherſayle 
Of the Gilarmes longe 02 it were night, 
Fourty thouſande were ſlavne in that fight, 


The thyꝛde tyme w helpe of themofFraunce 
Joyned to Lumbardes & folk of Gaule alſo, 
They fought agayne all out ofozdinaunce, 
Belpde the rpuer that called is the Po, 
Where bothe battaples together had ado: 
Ind as J fynd Con(ulers twaine | 
Two Komatne cheltrõs knightly dyd oꝛdain 


Manlius Tozquat called was that one, 

Flamintus Flaccus was wyth him pfere, 

Ind with theRKomatns fozth togider thei gon 
Toward that rpuer with a full manly chere: 
In whyche battaple the ſtoꝛy doeth vs lere, 
Nyne # fourty thouſande ſlayne on that daye 
Of their enemies, that none ne went awaye, 


Bꝛithomarus was taken pziſonere, 

In token of triumphe bꝛought to Rome toun 
To the capitoyle, wyth a full pale chere 
Bounde in chaynes, there gayned no ratiſon? 
Thas hath foꝛtune appalled his hie renoun, 
Ind in token ofhis diſcomfiture, 

. Offced to the goddes was his tote armure. 


Thus Lacheſis his lyues thꝛede gan dzaw 
Tyll Attropos it bzake with ful great paine, 
Uiridomarus that was his felawe ; 
Dlapne in the kelde by Komains in certaine, 
Ind of thele woꝛthy pzinces twayne 

This was the ende ,and the moztal fall; 

The feeſt accompliſhed called fanerall 


Leaf.crii, 


Ind in the tyme of theſe moztall werres 
Atwene thele dukes # them of Rome coun, 
Many tokens were chewed in the ſterres, 
Meruaplous lyghtniges fro the heauẽ doun, 
And many an vncouth conſtellacion: | 
Sondzy cometes dyd in the welken appere 
Who ſeeth the ſtoꝛyes may the trouth lere. 


The water Pytene that renneth in Itaple 
Whiche in that countre is a famous flode 
The ſame houre ⁊ tyme of their battayle 


Is ſapeth the ſtoꝛpe, was turned in to bloud: 


Fy2es in the eyꝛe mooſt furious and woode, 
That mighty towrs were w the flames bzet; 
Thze mones apperynge in the Oꝛient. 


The people foz feare ſied in to lowe taues, 
Foz dꝛede wert pale a deedly of their chere, 
And in thꝛe dapes were thꝛe erthe quaues 
Durynge this werres, and in the lame pere 
Ok greate Appollo fyll downe the pyllere 
Ok marbyl whyte, large # of great ſtrength, 
That ſyxty cubytes accoũte was the length. 


Ind in that tyme, the toy ſayeth not nay, 
Of Rome a Conſul voyth a great puilſaunce 
Called Claudius ſlewe vpon a dap 
Thyzty thouſande, # bzoughte to miſchannce 
Ok the ſoudiers that came out of Fraunce: 
And ther was llayne w many a captain loꝛne 
VUiridomarus of whome J ſpake tofozne; 


To his greate chame and confuſion 

As it is remembꝛed by ſcripture, 

The Romains made a great oblacion 
Up to Jupiter, of his cote armure: 

And in token of his diſcomfiture 
Within that temple of golde beaten clere, 
To his diſpite they hynge vp his banere, 


C The. x. Chapter. 
C Howe S iphax kynge of Numedy 


was take,and dyed in 
: pzilon, | 


bzaunce, 1. 

Welcerh werres.debates, and bats 
ap | 

That were that tyme in Jtayle a Fraiice 

Jn payne, Cha payne, with martial appa- 

Ind among other in his reherſayles (atis 

He te lleth inIlfrike the great I = 
iu. s 


a= Bochas bzeuelpe fozaremem- 
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Atwene Hanyball, and wozthy Scipion, 


He toucheth their names # abydeth not long, 
1 Upon their ſtozies he byde not but a while, 

Here not reherlyng their werres ſtronge 

Noz of their ſtriues he doth not here compile, 

But downe diſcedyng directeth fozth hys ile 

Foz to reherce and tell by wzytynge 

The fal of Siphar,in Numedy ung. 


This ſayd Siphax, battailes had twayne, 
One with king Galba, he of very might 
Had eke an other in whych he dyd his payne 
To mete Maſſiniſſa after anonright, 
And both kinges he put to the flygyt: 

Ind of Meſſulie J fynde by w2ytynge 
Howe Maſſiniſſa was gouernour a kynge. 


This ſayd Siphar thꝛough his chiualry 
Made Maſliniſſa to flye his region, 
Conſtrapned hym tolyue by robbzy, 

To walke in fozeſtes with beeſtes vp # donn, 
And foꝛ diffaute as made is mencion, 

To laue his lite he found no better refute. 
But fedde him ſelfe on totes and on frute, 


Out of his realme Maſſiniſſa was enchaſed 
Ind conſtrained to fte fto his countre, 

Fro minde ok fol ke his name was out raced, 
Foz no man wilt where he chulde be: 

His liege men and folke ok his cytte 
@h2ough al Iffrike knewe no better reed 

Ok his perlone,but dempt that he was deed, 


Thus of kyng Siphax encrece gan the gloꝛy 
Wyich by foꝛce two kinges hath outraied, 
And vpon them wonne the victozy, 

Put them to flight # the people affraped, 
That Rome #Cartage were of him diſmaied 
Ind eche ok them dyd their buſpe laboure, 

O their werres to make hym gouernour, 


Y: | Unto Siphax out of Rome town 
. As it is wzitten foz a memozpal, 
PT To Nunmedy was ſent Stcipion 
Foꝛ this matter tn eſpecial: | 
Out of r ſents Haſtrubal, 
And at the Caltell where Siphar lay, 
Both twapne arriued at one day. 


And by playne wꝛitinge as Ihaue conceiued 
And as the tozy temembzeth in ſentence, 
At their cõmyng both were receyued - 
Ol kinge Siphax with greate reuetence: 


Ok Maſſiniſſa the people were ſa woode 


And thzough his notable manly diligence, - 


As it is wzytten by good recozde, 
He made theſe Capita ines her tiy of acozde, 


That they togither lay the ſame nyght, 
They had of Siphax ſo great ſurete 

By pꝛomyle made, as he was true knyght, 
That nouther ol them Gould diſceyued be: 
But there was founde great duplicite 
Followyng after, who ſo can take hede, 
Lyke as this tozy (hall deupſe in dede. 


Foz by the fraude # falſenes moſt moztall 
Compaſſed befoꝛne, it is thus befall 
That by the lleight of this Baſtruball 
Is affricans be nye double all, 

Under ſuger can hyde well their gall, 
So Haſtrubal by falſe decepcion, 

Under fayze chere deceyued Dcipion, 


He bzought in Siphax by falſe ſubtilte, 
And by his fleight painted fayze langage, 
That he choulde with him alied be, 

By full aſſent to haue in mariage 
Sophoniſba a maiden ofCartage, 
Which was doughter pong a fayze withal 
Is (aycth Bochas, to this Haſttuball. 


Che whiche thynge by crafte was bzought as 
Ind acc6pithed verily in dede, (bout, 
And by thys meane plainly out of doute 
There firſt began rancour and hatrede, 
Simulacion fapned, and falchede 
That at wene Diphar x Yaſtruball alas, 
Scipion was delceiued in this caas. 


Ind after that done was this mariage, 
Siphax ful enempe to this Stipion, 

With Haſtruball rode in to Cartage, 

Ind gan werray againe Rome toun: 

And in this while. as made is mencion, 
Aynge Maſſiniſſa out of wildernes 1 
Toward Scipion in al haſt gan him dzeſſe, 


With his people gan to make him ſtronge, 
Chꝛough helpeof Scipion and of Beigius, 
Went againe Siphax, æ abode not longe 
His herte againe him was ſo euuious: 

And on a day the ſtozy telleth thus, 

LOyth Iffricans and folke of Cartage, 
Siphar the Romains met in the vylage. 


n Siphax auenged foz to be, 
hs ged toꝛ ? Thzough 


of John Bochas 


Thꝛough their battayls came to him there he 
And maugre him and his cruelte, (Gode, 
Of very manhode, ſpace was none te 
They bzought him home thzoughe theyꝛ hye 
Into þ hads of wozthy Scipion. Crenoune, 


Siphax was take thug oz he was aware 
Under his baner, maugre al his myght, 

Ind in toRomeleddeafoze the chare 

Of Scipion the noble wozthy knight, - 

That wan the triũphe graũted hym of right: 
And Dophoniſba afoze to Dypharx wyfe, 
Wed to Malſlinyſla at thede of all thys ftryfe, 


10 howpfoztune chaunge can her tydes, 
To one this daye ſhe can be fauourable, 
ou capitaypns and theſe great gydes 

hich wende haue founde her whele table: 
But che is aye frowarde x chaũgeable, 
Frendly to daye to moꝛowe at diſcozde, 
It this be trewe Siphax can beare recozde; 


This Siphax was ſente out of the toune, 


In chaynes bounde without moze taryinge, 


And at Tyburny lay fettred in pziſon, 
Dyed at miſchete made there his endynge: 
And foz bycauſe that he was a kyng, 

The Romapns made of marcial pyte 

Him to be buried, within their citye. 


C The.xi.-chapter, 


z Dowe Nabyn hauynge no tytle but 
by tirannye,toke on hym to be 
kyng ol Macedoyne and 

; was \layne, 


== CErtecame Nabyn ful pytouflp we- 


1% 1 | 
To koze Jhon Bochas , whyche by 
CNY cirannye 

Ok Pacedopne toke on hym to be kynge, 
Hauynge no tytle laue tytie of robbery, 
Onelp by fozce hym lelte tomagnify: 

Which with ſtronge hande toke ful poſſeſſion 
Foz to be crowned in thylke region, 


This Macedoyne as by olde wzitynges 
Dbrione was had in ful great reuerence; 
Bytauſe onely it floured in two thyuges, 
82 4 —— a 9 
ars there by manhode Pallas by pzudẽte: 
And whyle theſe two had gouernaice; 
Ok al welfare they had luffilaunce. 


Leaf.ctrii; 


Ind whyle nobleſſe of theſe thynges twayne 
That is to ſay thefloure of hye clergy 
The hye renome mooſte famous x (oterayne 


Ok marciall pꝛoweſſe and of chiualry 


Gouerned that land by new policy, (köne, 


Than ſtode that kingdome auctours reherce 


Amonge the Srekes lyke an heanenly (onne; 


But at the laſt eclypſed was the lyght 

Both of knighthode and Philoſophy, 
couetile gan enter agayne righte 

Foz to vſurpe vpon the regaly 

By intruſion of falle tyzanny, 

Ind by extozte fozce made their entrynges 

Hauyng no title there to reygye as kynges; 


This was chefe cauſe foz choꝛt concluſion 
That the nobleſſe of Grece was bꝛoght baas; 
And Macedoyne bzought to confuſion 

By couetyle that (et them in ſuch caas: 
Thereby theyꝛ knighthod tranlated was 
And their polyty, in Cronicles pe map ſe 
Out of Grece into Rome the citye, 


And among other by clere remembꝛaunce 
Ok ſuche tyzauntes by oꝛdꝛe reherlyng, 
Nabyn was one that had gouernaunce 

Jn Macedopne, a was there crowned kyng; 
Without title there falfly reignynge: 

And foz his frowarde contagious cruelte 

He was behated of Rome the citpe. 


The Romayns ſent a mighty Conſulere 
Tytus Flãminius of their werres gyde, 
To Macedopne, he gan to apꝛoch nere 

To warde Argos where Nabyn dyd abyde, 
Ok entent foꝛ to abate hys pꝛyde: 

But while Nabyn ſtode hieſt in eſtate, | 
Ok Grete hys lieges with him were at debate 


A Duke pcalled Philopomenes - 
With the people that dwelled in Grete lande, 
To ſtryue  Nabyn put hym ſelfe in pꝛees. 
Diſcomfpted him fightynge hande foz hande, 
Ind at great miſchefe ye all vnderſtande, 
Alexamenes a ktyght Coy countre, 


Slewe thys Nahyn the Cronycleye may ſe. 
Che . xii. Chapitet 


Here Bochas reherleth the moztal werres 
bytwene Romapns # Africans, 


Ffter 


The fifth boke, 


Me Fter this Nabyn Bochas dothepzocede Wyth Haſtrubal lothly and they myght 
4:4 To tel the wertes and the moztall Gri- Where as he lay that ſame dap to light. 
| ues þ 7 | | 3935. 
„ Twene Nomains and Affricang in dede, Theſe Conſulers aſſapled the citye 
| | Wherby ful many loſi their ines, Called Cirie,and beate downe the wall, 
Cauſed widowes,maidens,#eke wiues Slewe fourtye. M. the Cronycle pe mape le, 
To wepe # waile, in ſuch diliopnte they ode Df Affricans by vengeaunte full moztail: 
On outher party to ſe theloſle of bloode, And their conſtablecalled Baſtruball 


3 4 2 Was ſlapne that day, vy him it is no doute 
Fo: the party ot them ol Rome towne That he moſt eruſted# next was him aboute. 
Were made capitaines and diuers officers, 5 


Which into affrike w people were ſent down, And this whyle mol manly 22 : 
Dcipton 


Ind ſpecially there were two Conlulers The wozthp Tribune Publius 
Notable inarmes,# famous inthoyeres,, By vexp foꝛte is entred in Cartage, 
Marcus Mälius bozne ofthe Romain lie. Andttre dapes, as made is mention 
That other called Lucius Cenſozine, He # his knightes conſtrapned ſo the toun 
WL | T9693 77s That dilpaired with their deedly cheres 
With them was ſent a tribune ful notable They of the towne yelded them pzifoneres 


64 Of whom tofoze J made mencion | 
14 Foz the werres moſt woꝛthy # moſt able, Mehelp requiryng bnto Stipion 
| meane of Nome pzoude S cipion, To recepue them in thys moztall rage, 


hich of their cite was chefeſt champion: 
Ot entent the affricans tanoye | 
And ſpecially Cartage to diſtrope, 


That men & women dwellyng in that toun, 
With the citelins yong and olde of age 

yght abyde and lyue in ſeruage 
f Under the Komains, there was no better re. 
Ind nye by Cartage ther was a titie ſtronge And pere dy pere pay them a tribute. (ute 
Migyhtely bulded, and ſtode vpon the lee, 1 | 
The walles thicke,rounde,(quare, & longe, Ind ok Affrike that other Haſtruball 
Chefe diffence called of thatcountre Whych among the afoze was crowned kyng, 
To laue and kepe them from aduerſite, Left his eſtate and his power ropal, 
And foꝛty cubytes with creſtes marciall, pelded hym pꝛilonere humbly knelyng, 
Lyke as J fynde, ok height was the wall. And his wyfe moſt pitiouſly weping, 

Whan that the ſawe her lozdetaken ſo, 


14. Ind in the fronte rayſed foꝛ the werre, Nan in to fyze and bzent her ſelfe foz wo. 

J Ok ſtones (quare was an hye dungeon f | | 

Called vtirla.fro which wounder terre Sixe and twenty thouſande as J fynds 
Men myght beholde the courtreis enayzon: Whereled of women into captyuyte, 
Ind ss J reade foz their ſaluation Thirty thouſand ot men came behinde 
The Affricans of purpuſe dyd ozdapne , Take pꝛiſoners in great aduerſite, 


Fo their captaines Haſtruballes twayne, Ind leuentene dayes bꝛent that citpe: 


| (That in theyz walles was none lo hard ſono 
The layd dungion mightyly battailed But to poudze it wag bꝛent anone. 
Againe al ſautes to ſtand and endure, 


But wozthy Dcipion foz al Þ hath not fapled And this was done bzeuely to conclude 
Fox to appꝛoche and do by buſy cure By the pꝛoweſle of Publyus Scipion, 
With his engyns mighty ſronge a (ure, Sold in leruage was a great multitude, 
So that by foꝛte this knight moſt marcial Their olde loꝛdes led fettred to pzyſon, 


I great quantite bzake downe of the wal, Tyys was of Cartage fynall diſtruccion: 

. On their tõplaints Bocas abideth no whyle 
And Lucius called Senſozine But into Grete turneth agayne hys ſtyle, 
Departed is with Marcus Manlius, 


And by the Counſayle of Scipion & doctrine 
Both ot aſſent in armes vertuons (thus, | i 
They toke their waye ,mpne auctour telleth The 


* 


of John Bochas 


(I The. xiii. Chap. 


z Howe kynge Porſeus was by 
Romapynes outrayed and af- 
ter take, 


1 N Lacedemoyne remembꝛynge on 
8 


| CalledPerſeus, a full pzoude wer- 


zur 
Claymyng a tytle vpon hym vſurpyng 

Foz to luttede as treweenherytour 

Co gret Aliſatidze moſt myghty conquerour, 
Fully affirmyng agayne a certayne day 

De wyll be crowned maugre who layth nay, 


Ind his name to put in memozy, 

Caſt in his perſõ to renewe the pꝛoweſſe 
Ofkinge Aliſaundze, a to encreaſe his glozy, 
To folowe his traces in knighthode & nobles 
And fyꝛſt of all ofhaſty wilfulnes 

That his conqueſt might ſpꝛede ferre, 

Gan of purpole w Romaines to haue werre, 


But after this he was better auyſed 

Whan he perceyued the Marctal apparayle 
Ofthe Romayns, whereothe was agriſed, 
Wert aferde their nobleſſe to aſſayle, | 
Which aye were found victoꝛious in battaile: 
Ind where afoze he had ben recheles, 

Sent ambaſſatours w them to treat ofpees, 


They had perceyued his pꝛelumpcion 

Ind howe he was pꝛoude and ſurquedous, 
Sent a Conſul with a great power doune 
The name of whome was Sulpicius , 

- FOhych deedly hated the (ayde Perſeus, 

_ Thzough rancour agayne him wert ſolayne 
Of his ambaſlade hauyng but diſdapne, 


And their partie foz to foztify, 

With their (aide Conſul Sulpicius 
They ſent another experte in chiualry, 

IJ Conlul alſo Paulus Emplius 

Imonge Romains notable and famous: 
Ind folowyng after the lelfe lame nyght 
The mone eclypſed fully ol hir myght, 


Atlere token as made is mencion 

That kynge Perſeus choulde haue a Harpe 
Ind that his loꝛdchip a his region (choute 
Dhoulde be opp2eſſed voide of al ſocour, 

Ind that Matedons chuld haue no fauour 
Igayne the Nomaing, togider whi they met 


Leaf.cr;itl, 
With rounde ſpeares a (wozdes tharpe whet: 


The day of battaile tohis encreaſe of glozye 


Foz the party ot them of Rome toune, 
There was a knyght that cauſed the victozy, 


Ponge freche x luſty that called was Caton,_ 


Which bzought their enemies to confuſton; 
Foz Matedonoys thzough his great might 
Outraied were, a Perſeus put to flyght, 


But Emplius the noble Conlulere 

Sent a capitaine called Octauius, 
To purſue after in coſtes ferre and nere 
The pzoude kyng the (ayde Perſcug, 
And he was take foz there was noreſcus 


With bis ſones,that were in numbze twaine; 


Philip c Vliſaundze the ſtoꝛy is certaine. 


Myne auctour telleth here ofkinges many 
Thurty in numbꝛe, the firſt Gramaus, 
Which haue reigned within donp, 
And laſt ot all was this Perſeus: | 
The numbze of yeres , Bochas wzyteth thus 
Was nyne hundꝛed as J remembze here, 
Space of their reigning with. xxüii.pere. 


After tranſlated was the region 

With al their yles vnto the obeyſaunce 

Ok them of Rome without excepcion: 

To great loꝛds that were of moſt puilaunce 
Abode there long vnder gouernaunce. 

And Perſeus diſcolate of chere 

Durynge his lyte abode there pziſoner, 


The.xiiii.chapiter. 


(Howe the people of Achaia with their 


chele titye Cozinthe by Romaing 


Matedopne, as made is mencis 


That one alitle region, 
And Spartonopſe gopnge enuiron, 


Mygyhty of people, and of great ſubſtaunce, 
In one confederate,and of one alyaunce, 


They were cotoyned, both made al one 

By à maner faithful conuencion, (fone 
Ind whan the Romaines knew thẽ foz their 
Hauinge their frendchyp in ſůſpetcion 

They caſt to mate a diſiunc tion 


By⸗ 


Tie two countrepes thertoadiactt 


7 7 OY POR nt | -4 
— % — 
— 2 oa Mb er 01 «gy bs + tan eee Seas ITN 48 Woo 


PY. 

; $3 
i Ha 
: £ 
TR, 
33S) 
1 
3 ics. 
{1 


Bytwene theſe lãdes in bꝛead and length 
ropes dylceuered 18 weked of hys dregth. 


Oꝛdapned cytyes © townes here & vonder, 
Wyeron the Romayns gan make a decre 
That their loꝛdchyppes (uld be (et a ſonder, 
2xbych made the people in euery great citie 
Whi they knewe their (ubtylite 

To ryſe at ones, moſt cruel of their cheres 
Ind wold haue lain? p Romayn meſlagers, 


| And fynally by thys occaſyon 


Romayns agayne them gan were furious, 
Toke hardynes of their deupſion: | 
And a Conſul called Meuius 
A manlye knyghte in arines full famoug, 
In to Achapa was from Rome lent, 


It to diſtroy by great auylement. 


They of Achapa by they: negligence 

Ind by their frowarde wplful recheleſnes, 
Ol verye pꝛide liſt make no diffence, 
Thought them ſelk, wythout auileneſſe 

Ok power able and ttronger in ſouthnes 
Than were Komains verelp in dede, (hede. 
Thus were they ſtroped afoze oz they tooke 


They ſtode in hope in their ſturdines 


By that battayle to haue had greate pyllage, 


Of the Romapns to haue won great ryches, 
And foꝛ a pompe of wylkul falſe 1 
They toke theyz wiues # wome poũg of age 
And let them vpon an hye mountapne, 
That their mãhode myght in the feld be leine. 


Whan the Romains met them in battaple, 
They diſpurueyed and out of ozdynaunce 
Slayn lyke beaſtes, theit power gan to faile 
Offroward pꝛide a recheles gouernaunce, 
That Achapa was bꝛought to miſchaunce: 
Women t chyldꝛen foz ſozowe almooſte mad, 
To lpue in leruage were to Rome lad, 


Coꝛinthe that tyme was their chefe cytye 
Diſtroyed by Komayns & bzought to ruyne, 
Whych among cityes(in Bocas ye map le) 
Aboue all other dyd in honour chyne: 

Ok al Sciences there floured the doctrine, 
And ofcraftes artificersmoſt wple, (diſe. 
Reken al the would ther was chefe marchaũ⸗ 


Thus vnwarly in their moſt nobleſſe 


Sittynge of foꝛtunein the hygh ſtage, 


They werediſtroied of treaſour & rychelle 


The fifth boke. 


B2ought to noughte by ſlaughter & pyllage, 
(Their walles bzoke in that cruel rage: 

And in that bzenyng Bochas (apth the leuin 
Raught a great part vpwarde to the heuen, 


Playne with the erth the walles bꝛoke doun 
The people llayne mercileſſe yonge and olde, 
And there was made a great diuyſton, | 
Some led in ſeruage # ſome of the were lolde: 
Pmages of coper ,of lyluer, and of golde 
Wyere ſodaynely in all that violence 
Togyther molte, ſo hote was the feruence, 


Of whych metall thus after it is fal, 

Golde (pluer and coper medled in to one, 

Coper of Cozinthe men dyd it call 

Thzough al the wozld of cuſtome euerychon; 
Fame of whych metal is ſo ferre gone, | 
That the veſſels foꝛged of the lame, 
Cozinthoyſe called is the name, 


Ifter Coꝛinth was thus bꝛent to nought, 

A pꝛince called Philyp Phylermene, 

To Bochas hath his coplaynte bzought, 

In whoſe face and chere it was well (ene 
The wokull conſtrapnt of his moꝛtall tene: 
And he was whylome(Bochas doth ſpecify) 
Loꝛde of acitye called Uallaqup, | 


Marcus Actilius toke hym pziſonere, | 
B2ought him to Rome, lyſt hym not reſpite, 
Next to Bochas with an heuy chere | 
Appered a knyght called Demotrite, 

Ok Etholys myne auctour doth ſo wzyte 
He was chete loꝛde, but he and his countre 
Tranſlated were vnto Rome the citye, 


Thys Duke was caſt a chayned in pziſon, 
Eſcaped ones in ſtoꝛy as J fynde, 

Take agapne, thꝛowe in a derke dungeon, 
(There foz loꝛowe went out of hs mynde, 
Slewe him ſeife at milchefe agapne kynde: 
Lo howe theſe pzinces pzoude c recheles, 
Haue ſhameful ende that can not liue in pees. 


Che. xv. Chapiter 


àabowe te Intiochus bſynge ryot and 
vycions lyupnge by Marcus Acti⸗ 
lius was outrayed and dyed 
. fodayniy, 


To- 


of John Boehas 


Ouchynge the ltozye in onder here folo- 
wenge 71 
Of Seleuchus t great Intiochug, 
Ofhis mother Leodices and the kyng, 
With other tokens a ſygnes mer ueylous, 
And how alſo the ſame Seleuchus 
Had in his thygh as wzyten is tokozne , 
Pꝛynt of an anker þ day whi he was bozne, 


And al the chyldꝛen by ſucceſſion 

Had by dyſcent boꝛne of his linage, 
Peꝛint ok an anker, as made is mencion, 

n the fourth booke with al the ſurpluſage 

| Ofother tokens ther tolde in plaine ligage , 
And ok the ſayde ſame Seleuchus 
Came by dilcent the ſayde Intiochus. 


Phole herte was ſet ofhye couetile 

Co kolow his luſtes and dilectacions, 
And ſpecially he caſt gan and deniſe 

To wynne in Grece diuers regions; 

And of the people he caught occaſions 

By their fauour to conquere their countre, 
And rebel agapne Rome the cite. 


With multitude and great apparaile 

He gate in Grete caſtels and eke touns, 
Longing to Rome , conquered by battaple, 
Toke vpon hym in his pzeſumpcions 
Fallly to kolowe the inclynations 

Ok hys birthe, while he dyd abyde 

Ina citie that called was Talcide 


Foꝛ tauſe ot᷑ ſlouth he lefte his chyualry, 
Foꝛloke Mars and toke hym to Cuppde, 
RKeſtyng the wynter he ſpent in lechery, 

In watche, & rpot, chaſe Wenus to his gyde: 
Senlualitie made reaſon ſtande aſyde. 

Aid by theſe meanes foꝛ choꝛte concluſion, 
He was conueped to his dyſtruction. 


And whan ß winter with his froſtes colde 
alled was and al his ſtoꝛmes kene, 
n tyote ſpent and waſted as J tolde, | 
Ind Ueer tame in wyth his newe grene, 
And kreche Floꝛa which is of flours quene 
Ok tuſtome gynneth her motles out dzeſſe, - 
In whych ſeaſon as auctours all expzeſſe 


Ringes a pꝛintes with martial apparayle 
Time whan Phebus in the ram doth ne, 
They them diſpoſe to go out to battaple, 

Foꝛ exercyſe of marctall diſciplyne: 

And downe from Rome expert in 5 doctryne 


Leaf, cxrifit 


Dyltended is Marcus Artylius 
Igapne thys vicious pꝛoude Intiochus. 


This noble Marze pꝛoued in armes wele, 
Which in his tyme was ſo good a knight, 
Dith al his hoſt armed in bzyght tele _ 
Agapne Intiochus came to the felde right: 
Upon a mozowe whan Phebus Gone bzyght 
Set his wardes by captaines Þ be chees, 
Upon a hil Called Thermophyles, 


Antiochus bpon that other ſyde 
Whom glotony and ryot dyd oppzeſſe, 
Ind dꝛonken Bachus wyth hym dyd abyde 
w Mozpheus wyfeof ſlober chefe goddeſle, 


Which cauſed him thozugh flouthe a ydeineſſe 


That pꝛouidente out of his court was gone, 
Caulyng Þday the laughterof many one. 


Whi the Conſul Warciis Þ wozthy knyghte 
His aduerſaries pꝛoud ly gan aſſaile, _ 

They vnpuruaped toke the to the flpght, 
Dilatayed, they might not auaple: 

Thus Antiochus fled out of battayle, ; 
Foz againe Romapnes he myght not endure, 
T herfoze on hym fyl the diſcomfiture, 


Thus rebuked fled to Ephelie 
Ferre in Grece, æ there to dwell he chees, 
Sent to Romans a great ambaſſadzye 
With the ſaide Marcus foz to treat of pees: 
But in this ambaſſed this is very doutles 
Whan they attained of Marcus the pzeſcce 
Thep were refuſed,and had no audience, 


Of which Intiochus greatly was aſhamed, 
Caſt againe Rome ot hate and enmpte 

To rapſe a power, ⁊ hath of newe attamed 
To gather chyppes # make a great atme, 
Gynae a werre agayne them on the lee, 
Hauynge an hope vnder a cowarde dzede 


Better on the water thã on the lande to ſpede. 


Made hys chyppes be ſtuffed wyth bytaple, 


And hys captaynes hath the lande fozſake, 


But whan þ Romapns of newe gan hi allaile 
Yys ſhippes bꝛent, æ al hys ſtuffe was take, 
And as mine auctoz cõpediouſiy doth make, 
Thus on the ſee the Romains werraying 

He was outraied, the tozye wytneſſyng, 


Pet efte agayne to hys confuſyon 
Upon the lande he gan make hym true, 


dls - 


\ 


Met wyth Coznely called Stipion 

With waynes # cartes made foz þ wer firog, 
Shod wyth y2on,ſharpe ſithes ſet amonge 
In trauers wile by great ozdinaunce, 
But foz all þ he was bzought to miſchaunte. 


With Oliphaũtes ⁊ Caſtels on their backe 
That daye was flaine many wozthy knyght, 
Upon his hoſt ſo cruel was the wzacke 
Thathe conftrapned toke hym to the flyghte, 
Fozſoke the cotitre fled out ofmennes ſyght: 
To the Romapyns,he coude it not delaye 
Eche pere conſtrapned a tribute foz to pay. 


But he ok fraude becauſe of his tribute, 

Foꝛ couetyſe fained (oze pouerte. 3 
BIR Gathered robbours,and by falſe purſute 
I Oppꝛeſſed Warchauntes,(poyled the coutre 
iS Kobbed temples of hateful cruelte, 

: And fro Jupiter called Dodanon 
. Toke al the relikes the ſtozy telleth con 


Opd lacrilege, and entred in that cloſe 
Without reuerence oꝛ any obſeruaunce, 
Foꝛ bohych the temple agayne him roſe, 
And ag it is put in remembzaunce _ 
By the goddes there fil a great vengealce 
Upon this tyꝛaunt,. quakyng in his dzede 
Ill ſodenly he fyl to ground dede. 


| ¶ Lenuope. 

His tragedy of Intiochus « 
Who lyſt in oꝛdꝛe his froward ſtozy le, 
Firſt to all vertue he was contrarious, 
Ind rebe ll euer to Rome the cite: 

Juſtly accuſed of vicious thinges thze, 
Of pꝛide, louth, and ok glotony, 
Ind of diloꝛdinate ſuperflupte, 

Ok npght exceſſe, rpot, and lecherp. 


On him the Romains were victozious 
Twyſe on the land, ones on the ſee, 
He was not hardy, but malicious, 
Ju euery battayle his cuſtome was to flee: 
Ther vices reigne ther e map no grace be, 
To al (urfettes his luſt he dyd apply, 
- Noyſed &diſclacidzed thzough his coũtre 
Okfnyght excelle,ryot,andlechery. 


Imonge his lieges wode and diſpytoug, 
And foz a cowarde knowe in ß kelde was he, 
The poꝛe toppꝛeſſe a wolfe moſt furious, 

nd by diſceite a fore foz ſubtilte: 
Ao man moze froward of hie noz low degre, 
Noz mozedeliting tn kalched noz flatery, 


The fifth boke. 


What was his ende: a ſodain deth parde, 
Foz his outrages of pꝛide, and lechery. 


Noble Pzinces of pzudence full famous 
In al your greateſt roial maieſte, 
Kemembze playnly if pe be vertuoug 

pe chall er in longe pzolperite: 
Where the contrary cauleth aduerſite, 
Is this ſtozy afoze doth ſpecifye, 

Of Inttochus caſt from his dignite 
Foz this great pzide, riot,and lecherpe. 


I The.xvi. Chap. 0 
How Jetontmus kig of Ciracuſe was ſlapn, 
# how Scipio Affrican 5̊ laboured foz cg: 
mon wele ol Komains was exiled by 

them,and ſo dyed, 
AZ ter the deth of thps Antiochus, 
Ther came a pzice to Bocas coplaining, 
Which that was called Jeronimus 
Of Cyzacule whylom loꝛde and kyng: 
LOhych of his lieges he nothing treſpaſing 


Slayne was, wyth his the ſuſters dere 
Ok hatred, myne auctour w2yteth here. 


Ciraculanes had acondicion 


Though chaũges newe aye to be bnſtable, 
Ot wil ful malice voyde of al reaſon 
On their kinges foz to be vengeable: 

They loued not to haue them perdurable, 
But euery pere oł cuſtome, this is trewe, 
Them to gouerne to haue a pzince newe. 


Ind foz their chaũges a their vncouth ſtriues 
Wyth variaunce of their condpcions 
Becauſe no frute is founde in their lines 
Noz in their ſtoꝛies noꝛ in their ſucceſſions, 
J voy1 paſſe oucr and ſpeke of Scipions, 
And firſt to wzite of the wozthy man 

Called in his tyme Scipio Iffrican, 


I famous knight in al nacions 
Foz his conqueſt Goztly to conclude, 
Which had bzought full many regions 


- Wozeby wyldome than by multitude 


To obey the Romayns:but foz ingratitude 
Wbychthat he fondein|themcas J rede) 
How he wzought,to tel I wyll pꝛocede. 


t is remembzed of his woꝛthynes 

e that he was touring in ponge age, 
How Rome was made lady a mayſtreſle 
Of many a lande, to their auauntage: 
Ind ſpetially all Icfrikea Cartage 


Saue as the manere is of conquerours 


Foz to conſerue hys woꝛchyp # his name, 
Js molt was pꝛolit to the townes fame. 


This is to meane playnly and not tary , 

he neuer accroched treaſour nere noz | 
Towarde hym ſelle, but that was n ry 
Foꝛ their woꝛchyp to mapntaynetheyz wer: 
And yet that tyme he was their lode terre, 
Coencreaſe their hoũdes x fully his delite 
Was al hole ſet to the comon pꝛofyte. 


He toke none hede of all the ſurpluſage 
Oftheir treaſours — their great 8 
The name reſerued ot Affrike æ Cartage 
Co hys knyghthod and his hye nobleſſe: 
But their malicious expert vnkyndneſſe, 
was in cauſe bzeuely tocompyle, 

Þys body fro them perpetually to exyle. 


Caſt him neuer wythin Rome toun 
Ifter that daye amonge them to be ſeyne, 
Unkyndeneſſe gaue hym occacion .' 

. Toabſenthis perſon,# ofhye dyſdayne 

To exyle hymlelfe c neuer to come agapne: 
But toz to abyde in a (mal vyllage 
Called Lynterne, whan he was fal in age. 


And koꝛ men chould mynde on hym haue, 
In Epienphie he in bean hy grane, 
e he n hys graue, 
Doeh feive thus de hem 3f Rome on: 
O people vnkynde, vnkynde agayne reaſon, 
My funeral aches noz my bones dede 
In thy walles thou Galt neuerpoſſede, 


Jn thyne inkpadefrowarde teritozy  - | 
Py bones hall not reſt noz abb, 
But thyne vnkyndnefleto put in memo 


- Andeutermozetotheirgreatauails,. 


Sens 


| of John Bochas Teat.cxxb. 
By hys pꝛoweſſe as made is mention, To remembzaunce al be red full wyde: 
Were bzought of Romayns vnder ſubtection, Okt thele letters graue on euery lyde 
8 By repozt onelp of this (mall ſtriptutre, 
But they againe ward were to him bnkynde, WWhych here is let vpon my ſepulture. 
By accuſacions fonde out by their falleneſſe = Bi 
Sayd agayne hym( as it is put in mynde) Lohere the cauſe by bzefe dyſcripcion 
By reco2de of many a falſe wytneſſe, Set on my graue,foz a memoziall 
That he chould haue imbezeled the rychelle Why that my bones out of Rome toun 
- Of Cartage and Fffrike the countre, Be buried here lowe vnder thys wall, 
Whych appertayned to Rome the cyte. In exile holde my feaſt funerall: 
8 Unkyndneſſe me dꝛoue out of that cyte, 
But againeward this noble African That wzought ſo much foz the cõmonte. 
zoudly gaue anſwere to his accuſours, 
e neuer wythhelde fro tyme ß he began FED 
Coward him ſel fe, no parte of they: treſours: C cChe.xvii. Chapter. 


CHowe Scipio lian loꝛde of Aſpe that 
laboured euer foz the comon wele 
was murdzed; 


Fter the ende of thys African __ 
Calledi his time wozthy Scipion, 
Came next his bzother Scipio Iſyan, 
Which in Iſie had dominacion: + 
Gayne whom was made an atcuſacion 
To al the Senate, that he vntruly hold 
Certapne treſours towarde hym lelfe W hold 


Wyych that he in Alie had wonne 


In hys conqueſt,by many ſtrong battayle: 
Which accuſacion falſly was begonne 

Ok olde enuy cauſleſſe,thys is no fayie; 
Whole wozthyneſſe, full muche dyd auayle 
To comon pꝛofpt, by theſe two conquerours 
By great ritcyeſſe encreaſyng their treſours; 


The tone in Affrik as pe haue hard me tell 
By hys wyldome and his chinalry, 
That other in Ilia whych dyd excell 
In hye pꝛoweſſe, as bokes ſpecitye: 
— hyndꝛed — hatred andenuy; 

p tompaſlyng of one Antiochus, 
Yym to diſtrop he was ſo delirous. 


| Not withltsding theſe twapne Seipions. 


Had in their tyme, by manifolde battayis 
Bꝛought vnto Rome ſo many regions 
To obep their citte vd marcial apparayls: 


B2oughtin treſouts toencreace w their toun 


Pet haue they wzought to their diſtruccion. 
The 


P.. 
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The fifth boke. 


The tone in erylt as made is mention 
Dyed alas, whan that he was olde: 
The leconde was murdzed in pziſon, 


Their boeth ſtozpes remembꝛed here e tolde, 


To peue example to pꝛinces manyfolde, 
That who that laboureth foꝛ a comonte, 
Leſeth oft his thaͤte, by Scipions ye may le, 


The. xviii.chapter. 


( How the Duke Philopomenes was take, 


put in pꝛilon, after dzanke poilon, and 
lo dyed, 


Fter the pꝛoteſſe of theſe two Scipions 
A Twene two peoples wylkull and reche- 
les | 
Began in Grete newe diſcencions, 
Twene Acheoys and Etholots doutles, 
Ind a great Duke Philopomenes, 
A Þ:ince 5ᷣ tyme of full great puiſſaunce, 
Had of Meſlenois holy the gouernaunce. 


This layde Pꝛinte Philopomenes 


Leadyng his hoſt vpon a ful fayze playne, 
Is he rode armed and put him ſelfe in pꝛees, 
Myd his people as gouernour & wardaine, 
Folke out of rule foꝛ ta call agapne, 

Upon his ſtede as he gan them fette 

In due oꝛdꝛe, his wardes foz to let, 


Ind this Pꝛynte of pozt moſt martial 

In the purſute which that he gan make, 
Amonge ins enemies he had a ſodaine fall, 
Voyde of al reſcue vnawarely he was take: 
Ok al his frendes lyke a man fozſake, 
Amonge his enemies brought vuto pꝛiſon, 
There made an ende by dzinkynge of poyſon. 


Of Philopomenes this was the fatal caas , 


Out of gonernance his people diſolate, 


Except a captaine called Ligozias,, _ 
Whych in the werres was wonder foztunate 
Of Acheops tobe on him the ſtate mw 
Them to gouerne and the people lede, 
Ok gym no moꝛe in Bochas J do rede. 

dee 

t Olthethyzde Scipion Nalica 

d euet wꝛought much to; the co⸗ 
monte. nn 
x J. 


FX, 


(Ger auctoure here maketh a dpgre(- 
yon 
Ind reherſeth foz a memozial 


Ok the thyzde wozthy Scipion 

Called Halica, whych in elpecial 

By diſpolycion verye naturall (gage, 
Holde amonge Romapnes by repoꝛte ot᷑ lan⸗ 
Pallinge all other in wildome and cozage, 


Olde of diſcrecion # not but yonge of peres, 
Foz a myꝛacle myne auctour doth expꝛeſſe 
Whan Senatours ſente meſſageres 
In to Frigia by great auplenelle, 


Foz Beroſpnthia moſt famous goddeſſe, 


Wha the was bzought by them p dyd her 
In houſe noz temple he would not TIN 


Saue in the palays of this Scipion, 

To put his name moze in remembzaunce, 
The whpchallo thꝛough his hie renoun 
Gallogrois he bꝛought to vttraunce, 

A people of Grece ferre out of gouernaunce: 
But Dcipion gau them lo werteꝛ 

Maugre their malice p Komains foz to obey, 


Wherby his name was put in memozy, 

And ful gret thake he hath in Rome deſcrued, 
Bycaule onely of his greate victoꝛy 

Foz which the triũphe was to him reſerued: 
But at laſt fall falſiy he was (erued, 

Ok the Komains, after their olde manere 

In this tragedy anoae as ye (al here. 


After he had augmented their treaſours, 
Conquered in Aſia manp regions, 

Cauſed of their fone that they were-bictours 
Fppealed of Graccus the falſe occaſions 
Compaſllſedof malyce by newe dilcencions, 
It wene the people and alſo the Senate 

De of hye wyldome hath ſtynt al that debate, 


Truſtynge ß Romains Dcipis was begiled, 
Loſt theit fauoure x offended nought: 

By them Þuwarely banied and epyled, 
Clene foꝛgoten, put out of their thought. 
Foz comon eal that he hath wzou 

The gnerdon loſt, thus pvnces can not 

Ok al that done toz auy-comonte, - 


Lyke 8 blale foz a whyle lygbt 


Wyych cheweth clere is neuer after ſeyne, 


Oꝛ lykeaſonne fos a moment bzyght- - 
Unwarly (bzouded Ma Gower of rayne 


Nyght @ the windy fanour blowynge „ — 


May be reſẽbled foz mutabilite, | 
Pk them that do koꝛ any comonte. 


The people foloweth their owne opinions, 
In thett conceytes thep be lo wondertul, 
Wil holdeth the bzpdel of their diſcrecions, 
Their e t dull: 
Like blpnd bayarde they bꝛapde at a pul, 
Co quiteÞguerdons of marciall e 
Of them that done koz any comonte. 


This day a pꝛire ſtãdett in the peoples grace 
Lyke as they res in Juphers deifp, 


Jboue the ſterres in Jupiters place 

With Pars a Phebus hys name to ſtellify 
But by to mozow ther commeth a ſoden (kye 
Shewyngthereis a full kante (urete 
Okthem chat do foz any comonte, 


And koꝛ to allirme that it is trewlp ſo, 
Cal thze Setpions to remembzaunce, 
Firſt of Iffrike and Ilie both two 


Note i tronicles their knightly gouernaũce, 


Their reſtlefſe labours Romaiĩs toz tauaiice: 
Keken agayuwarde how thele punces thzee, 
Were full vngoodly quit by the comonte. 


K CLenuoye. 

x bis tragedy of thze Scipions, 

So wozthy in kaighthove & ebe notable 
Made lo many famous regions 
Subtecte to Romecthis ſtoꝛpe is no fable) 
Wher the Nomapns double # dilceiuable 
Shewed agaynward to theſe pꝛinces thze, 
The thanke loſt and guerdon couenabie 
Ok hymthatdoth foz any comonte, 


RKeken vp in Affrike the cityes & the toung, 
Great Cartage with caſtels defenlable, 
Keken in Ilie the great poſſeſſions 

Wyth reuenues very innumerable, 

Reken their tryphes of pziſe incoparable, 
Whych conſidzed ye may a myꝛrour le 

Howe the guerdons be falſe a ſtaſkyſable, 
Of them that do koꝛ any comonte. 


They were whilom the Romans ch 
Of Senatours to ſet the honoure ſtable 
To auopde diſcozde and al diſcencions 
Atwene the c<mons and ſtates honozable: 
But che that is ot cuſtome ape chaũgeable, 
foꝛtune, in whom map be nolurete, - 
Sheweth in her whele the guerdos mutable 
Of them ß done koz any comonte. 


3 
of John Bochas 


Noble pꝛinces payſe in yout reaſons 
All wo2ldly thynge in erth is tran(mutable; 
Faynt and vnſure pour dominacions, 


Charter is ther none to make thè perdurable 
Soꝛowe at departing your bodies coꝛũpable 


A thyngreſe 
Recoꝛde on 
Ok them that done foz any comonte. 


Truſt neuer in your opinions 
But Þ your power is eche day remeuable, 
Be not made blynde in pour diſcrecions 
But conſidzeby examples reſonable 
The eye of foꝛtune lyke haſa 
Wyth ſodayne chaunge of falle felicitie 
Unto the guerdons daylp comparable, 
Ok them that done koꝛ any comonte. 


: The.rx.Chapitee 
Howe DakeHanybaltafter many vices 
tozious dedes murdꝛed hun lelle 


Ext,toJhon Boeas as J rede 


ng b neuer had be, 


Agayne the Romayns in elpeciall, (ttede 
This famous pzince called Hanpball, 

By whole pꝛoweſſe as it is well knowe 
The lapd Romains were bzought ful low, 


And amonge other wozthy Dukes all 
As olde Cronicles maketh mencion, 
Of Hanpbal the fate is ſo befal 

At hys byzth by dyſpolicion | 
(That of hys naturall conſtellacion, 
Set in the heuen that he Gould be 
Perpecually enemp to Rome the cyte. 


Is the ſtoꝛpe of hym doth deuiſe, 

D nile his father Duke whylom of Cartage 
Called Amplchar, dyd ones ſacrifyſe 

To his goddes, and he nyne pere of age 
Swozne and auowed of hert a ofcrzage 


Durynge his life wythout excepcion, 


Euer to be enemy bnto Rome toun. 


Thys Martes childe thys luſty pong knight 
Was to Cartage the ſtronge myghty wal, 
Kohych ſucceded in his fathers ryght 

Itter the deth of wozthy Haſtruball: 

Fy:ft he made a werte ful moztall 

Gapne Sagũtinois, as it is ſpecifyed, 


| Cauſe wyth Komayns Þ they were alped. 


E. ili. 2 


Leaf, txxvi. ; 


by. guerdons lemblable 


retournable: 


Out of Iffrik @ Cartage therwithal 
Ther came a Duke Þ had mooſte ha⸗ 
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The fh bobe. 


A dꝛeme he had and was thus in ſentente, 
That he chuld conquere in battatle 
Maugre al tho that ſtande at diſfenete 
Two myghty cuũtteis, fyʒſt Spaine x than 
Down dilcedig with gret apparafle (Itaile, 
' Paſſing the famous tyuer Jberus  : 

And where ge rode alwate ous, 


With him, ok Affrike many chefetayns 
Rode thzough Gaule, found no reſiſtence, 
Of Pyxenes by the hye mountapus 
To chewe the rigour ofyis'm ence, 
Ouer the Alpes by ſturdy violence, * 

Nor wftandynge the paſſage was ful wycke 
Ol liydinge froſtes, and ot lnowes thicke. 


A great party ot hys people loſt 
By the conſtraint ot that fell paſſage, 
Hoꝛſe # Oliphantes that many beſaunt coſt, 
Foũde great daũgere of the in his cariage: 
Aſſaut of bꝛigantes whan they found auaun⸗ 
And as Bochas put in remebiance, (tagte 
Felte great loſſe ot al hys oꝛdinaunce. 

* 


The Alpes paſſed with trauayle # great wo, 
Typs Banpball with al his chiualry 
Ipꝛoched is the riuer ofthe Bo, 

Came to a towne that called is Curſye 
Which ſtandeth vpon the cyte of Paupe, 
Wyere a Conlul called Scipion 

Gaue hym battayle euyn afoze the toun, 


The ſame Conſall Gneus Scipion 
Whych by pꝛowes of maniy Hanpbal 
Was diſcomfited,as made is mencion 
Tofo2e Paupe had a ryght foule fal: 
(The kyꝛſt victozy in eſpecial 

That he had beponde the mountapns, 
Wyan he purſued tallaple the Romayng, 


Sempaonius another Conſulere 

That was felowe to the ſapde Scipion, 
Sent eke fro Rome Wa full pzoude chere 
Gayne Yanpball:but in his cõmyng doun 
Tofoze Treſbie a large myghty towue 
Outraped was by fatal anenture, 

And after neuer his tal mygyt recure, 


Ok two Conſulers this was the wokul ſyne, 


Sempꝛonius and Gneus Scipion: 

Ouer the mountapne called Ippenpne: 
Went Hanibal thzoughhis great renoun, 
Togreatdomage and great confuſion 


Ok his people that paſſed the mountaines, 


Dilſtroyed Wolde, owe, a hydeous rapng, 


Loſt his knightes,bys treſour à his goodes, 
There myght as rho be made no defence, 

Dis gret ũedes 0zowned in the floodes 

By tye waters mighty vyolence, 

Fonde foz the time no better reſiſfence,. 
Dane he eſcaped fro that ſodapne wjacke 
On an Oliphaũte, ge tydyng onthe backe. 


So impoztable was his greuoug papne 
Onelp bozne vp of marcial coꝛage, 

Pet there he loſt one ok his epen twapne 
Kept of knighthode one there a one vyſage: 
Thzough Itapie helde alway his paſſage, 
Slewea Conlull cafled Flaminiug, 
Thus in thzebattayls he was victozious, 


But in thys whyle as ſaythe myne auctoure 
Quintus Fabius ſubtyl and diſceyuable, 
Whiche was in Rome a famous dictatour 


And he apperceyaed by tokens ful notable 


No Romapne captaine was in tho dapes able 
As it was chewed by experience 


Gayne Hanyball to mate reliſtence. 


pet in his concepte he ſubtillpe gan ſerche 
To fynde a wape he dyd his bulp paine, 
Dap by dap gan fully theron werche 
Outher by fraudeoz ſome copaſſed trayne 
To lye in wapte,and ſecretely ozdapns 
Embuſſhmentes to his auauntage, 

Of Hanpball to ſtop the paſſage. 


But al his traynes ſerued himofnought, 
Foz Yanybal this woꝛthy Xffrican 

In his conqueſt ſo pzoudly hath wzought, 
Do lyke a pꝛinte and a knightly man 

Foz thilke tyme that he werres gan 
Agayne the Romans both on ſee a lande, 
That they were feble his power to withltad, 


This Quitus fabius kept him alway cloſe, 
Lyinge a — fal on Hanibal, 

Ind of aſſent eke to his purpoſe 

There was one Uaro manly & wyſe wpthal: 
And theſe twayne in eſpeciall | 
Within Poyle a large great countre 
Fought wyth Hanybal at Cannas the cytie. 


As the ſtozy maketh reherſayle 
The Romapne party of wozthy werriours 
Where fozty thouſand layne in battaile, 
Emilius Paulus a thurty ſena! _ _ 


Twenty in numbꝛe 5 had ben Pꝛetours, 
And the hundzed captaynes of eſta 
Slapne by Haniball, in that mozta debate, 


Ind by the laughterof Emilius | 
The noble conſul, Romatns diſpapzed, 
2 — _- day victozious . 
To his ng is agayne repapꝛed: 
His fone outrayed and moztally appayzed 
kneweno refute agayne this manly knyght, 
But at miſchefe toke them to the flyght. 


The which day yk that Hanyball 

Had them folowed pꝛoudly to the towne, 
By the counſaple of one Marthaball, 

A manly knyght a pꝛince ofhye renowne, 
He ſhoulde haue had full poſſeſſion 

That day of Rome lpke to hys entent, 
But J ſuppoſe foztune lyſt nat aſſent, 


In thys pꝛoteſſe playnlye as J rede (pous, 
This Hanyball werte pꝛoude & ryght pom⸗ 
Of four victozies dempt hym ſelte in dede 
Aboue all other to be moſt glozious, 

Ok his cozage moſt inly ſurquedous: 

But o alas alytle ſlouth and pzyzde 
Foz lacke of purſute his conqueſt (et aſyde, 


Pet in hys conqueſt of knightes p layedede 
Of Conſulers olde and yonge of age, 

With Senatours the pꝛoceſſe who lyſt rede 
Slapne in the felde in that moztall rage, 
Duke Hanyball ſent vnto Cartage 

Of clene golde by recoꝛde of wzitynges, 
Out of the felde thze buſhell full of rynges, 


Akter four victozies here remembzed, 

By and by the pzoceſſe who lyſt (e, 

Jn which many wozthy were diſmembzed 
Bothe of Iffrike and Rome the cite, 
Ibate gan the great pꝛolperite 

Of Yanybal by froward auenture 

Set ones backe foztune is harde torecure, 


After the flours of hys felicite 
Dis nobleſſe dꝛewe to declination 
To Capne he went a myghty ſtronge cite, 


There to ſoiourne as made is mention, 7 


All the tyme of wynter colde ſealon: 
Where to his luſt and bodily plealaunce, 
Ok all vicayle founde great haboundaunce, 


Whiche made his knightes flowe to werre, 
Foz wine, women, and plenty of 122 ? 


of John Bochas 


' Wherthzoughhis co 


Full oft ſythe tauſe men to erre, 

Wake them feble their enemyes taſſayle: 
Goꝛges agroteied enboſled their entrayle, 
Dilpoſeth men rather to reſt and ſlepe, 
Then ok their enempes foz to take kepe. 


But whan wynter with his froſtes colde 
Was ouergone in thylke region, 
Hanpball gan his purpoſe holde 

To lape a liege vnto Rome towne, 


But lo great raynes fyll fro heauen downe, 


So great tempeſt vpon euery ſyde, 
Foz the conſtraynt he myght nat abyde, 


To foztikye the ſayde Hanyball 
Agayne his enemies where he had ado, 
Sent letters vnto Yaſtruball 

In tight great haſte foz to tome hym to: 
But foztune her whele hath tourned (0 
That Haſtruball wer he lothe oz fayne, 
By Dalmatoz venquiſhed was and flayne, 


Df whiche miſcheke and diſcomfiture 
Hanpbal gan duli in hys cozage, - 
Complayned ſoze of hys miiauenture, 


Knewe no tefute agapne thys moꝛtali rage: 


; eke (ay that Iffrike and Cartage 
ereofnewe to hys confuſion, 


Strongly werryed by wozthy Stipion. 


Siphax alſo of Numedyh 
Which agayne — werre make, 


as by fozce of Dcipion ptake, 


e greatl a 
And how Cartagechete ofthat region lake: 
Belteged was allo by Stipion. 


Thus Hanyball conſtrayned woas of nede 
Home to repayze foz reſtue af Cartage, 


And was alſo in bokes as I rede 


The ſame tyme fall farre in age: 

— milcheke mw — diſauauntage 
Dcipion mightauayle, 

By whom he was dilcomtited inbatapyle, 


Cartageconſtrayned of neceſſite 

Them to ſubmit bnto Rome toun, 

And foz their moze aduerſite - | 

Gneus Gernilius was fro Rome ſent doun 

Onelp of purpoſe foz this concluſion, 

Foz to pzocure in eſpectall 

Final diſtruction anddeath of Hanyball. 
VP, tit Aftet 


Waugre his might andall his fell wozbyng 
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After all his martiall labours 
His olde felicite wert frowarde & bnmete, 
Jn holow ymages put all hys treaſours, 
Toke his paſſage into the lande of Crete, 
And foztune contrarye and vnſwete 
Made officers kepe hys rychelle, 

In the temple of Diane the goddeſle, 


Somwhat fox truſt and pertell eke foz dzede 
To fynde ſuctour, he went to the kyng 

Ol Bithinye, to helpe hym in hys nede, 
Called Pꝛulias, but ot hys commyng 


Che fleygyty Romayns had knowledgyng, 


To Bithinye downe theyz letters lent 
JfHanybal eſcaped they choulde repent. 


The letters redde the kyng the ſame daye 
Made his people beſiege the dongeon 
Where duke Haniball oftruſt alone lay 

All deſtitute, when he knew this trealon 
Telcape hys enempes dꝛãke wylfully poyſ(s: 
Chaſe rather ſo (other eſcape was none) 
Then in the haades to fall ot hys fone, 


To loze his dethe ſayde this ozyſon 

Co all 8 goddes deuoutly do wne knelyng, 
That they woulde of this falſe treaſon 
Take vengeaunce of Pꝛulias the kyng: 
Whiche was cauſe by hys falſe wozkyng 
Of the deſtruction and dethe finall 


Of this famous wozthy Hanpball. 
Lenuope. 4 


CN Dis — * frowarde to w2yte 
02 rede 

Ok this fozſayde manly Hanyball, 
My penne quoke mp herte J felt blede 
Foz to beholde the wofull pytous fall 
Ofhym that was the defenſable wall 
Of Cartage, the 47 ſtrong toun 
Which llewe him elke by dzinkyng of poyſon, 


It was to him he thought moze manhede 
To lle him leife by vengeauncemoſt moztal, 
Than his enemies by conſtrapnt Gould 

hym lede 
In chapnes bounde, he to be thzalls -- 
So great dilpite he had ot them at all 
That leuer he had than byde in thepz pꝛyſon, 
To murder him ſelfe by dzynkyng of poyſon, 


As me lemeth in thys hozrible dede 


Hereſembled the furies infernall, 


- Of cruel Pluto Jtrowe he toke his mede, 
oyde of al 


| realon became beſtiail, 

t whole terrible feaſt funerall 
Goddeſſe Pꝛolerpina came w Manes doun 

The lame tyme whan he dzanke poyſon. 


—— NE CONTAIN hede, 
eauyng edes marcy 
Knyghtly remembze, #haueinherte — 
Ok his enpoyſonyng in eſpeciall, 
Ibhominable to god and man withall: 
That a pꝛynce ſo famous of renoun (fon, 
Shoulde murder him ſelfe by dziking of poy⸗ 


The. xi. Chapter. 


r howe Pzulias kyng of Bithinpe, that 
betrayed Yanybal woulde haue dil⸗ 
herited his ſonne and heyze, went 
a beggyng in ſtraunge 
landes. 


Olowyng in oꝛder there came 
to Bochas 
Ol Bithinye the great myghty 


2 kyng, 
LOhiche in his tyme was called Pꝛzulias 


Greatly ſclaundꝛed and noyſed of one thyng, 


That he was falſe anddouble in wozkyng 
Agapne the nobleſſe of his eſtate ropall, 
Betauſe that he betrayſhed Danyball, 


This diffaute derked the bzyghtneſſe 
Ol hys fame and his knyghtly renoun, 
Ind eclipſed hys paſſed olde pzoweſſe 


. Byrepozte in many a region: 


Alas that euer the condicion 
Ok doubleneſſe by faiſeneſſe oz faynyng, 
Shoulde be foundeandnamely in a kyng, 


Of this Pꝛulias further topzocede 

Which agayne Hanyball wzought thys trea- 
A lonne he had called Nychomede (on, 
Boꝛne to be heyꝛe by iuſt ſucceſſion; 

But hys father by falſe colluſion, | 
Purpoſed hym, foꝛ he was yonge of age, 
To put hym out of hys heritage. 


In this matter ther grewe vp a great ſtryfe 
By Pzulſias agaynethys Nychomede, 
Caulc that he by hys ſeconde wyke 
Had a yonge ſonne in bokes thus IJ rede, 

e he purpoled to pꝛeferte in dede: 
oʒ whyche hecaſte by choꝛte concluſion 1 


Of Nychomede the deſtruttion. 


And foz tacomplyſhe this frowarde falſema- 
By full great delyberation, (tere 
Ryng Pzulſyas gan ch ew heuy chere 
Gayne Nychomede ſekyng occaſion 
Todepziue hym of poſſeſſion: 

After yys dayes by ſubtell falſe woztiyng . 

Jn Betheny he Gal nat reygne as kyng. 


The people ſeynge thys great iniquite 
Wꝛought by the king gayne good conſcience, 
Thzongh all the lande of hye and lowe degre 
To Nychomede all of one ſentence 

Gaue theyz good wyll &they2 beneuolence: 
Foz euery loꝛde and euery great baron 
Stode whole w himthzough all the region. 


Thus by iuſt tytle he was crowned kyng, 
- Pzuaſias foz Game and heupneſſe, 
In ſtraunge conntreys lyued by beggyng, 
All deſolate cryed fo2 almeſle-: | 
Loe here the ende of treaſon and falſneſſe, 
Left at miſchefe, myne auctour ſayth þ ſame, 
Ok pouerte foꝛloke hys owne name. 


Sc here two thynges x take ryght good hede 
Of Pꝛulias the vnware ſodain miſchaunce, 
The diſherytyng done to Rychomede, 
Atter folowyng on him the great ven Jealice, 
As the ſtoꝛy putteth in remembaaunce: 
_. Foztreaſon done odyble and moztall | 
Igaytie the foze(apde famous Hanyball, 


The. xxii. C hapter. 


Howe Perſes of Macedone kynge, 
that enpoiſoned his bꝛother, was 
vy Emilpus outrayed and di⸗ 
ä ed in pꝛeton. N 
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= Dade he went ou 


Leaf.cxrviti, 


De compaſſed by falſe colluſion 

After hys father tohaue poſſeſſion 

(Js mpne auctour remembzeth by wzityng) 
Ol Macedone to be crowned kyng. 


Dis father Philip the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Had a ſonne whiche was yonge of age, 
Wyle and redy called Demetrius, 
Bozne and begot tre wl in mariage: 
But Perles call by furious outrage 
Hym to detroy and murdze by pop ſon, 
He of that byngdome to haue poſſeſſion, 


Falſely compaſſed to hys auauntage, 

In his entent Demetrius to depziue 

Of Wacedone whiche was his heritage: 
And thervponheletters gan coutriue 

To pꝛeue him traytour while he was alyue, 
Wherof kyng Philip greatiy was anoped, 
That he and Perles Gould be diſtroyed 


By Demetrius that thought no domage, 
Ment noharme in hys opinion: 
pet his father ſuſpicious of cozage 
(Foz Perles gauehym falſe infozmation) 
Made him be llapne by dainkyng of poyſon, 
Upon a dape, a thyng abhominable., 
Sittyng at meate at * fathers table. 


King Philip after whea he knew the trouth , 
Had of his dethe great compaſſion, 

But all to late and that was great routh: 
Whiche cauſed after hys owne deſtruction, 
Foz ſoꝛowe dyed, and of pꝛe elumption | 
Perles after falfly vlurpyng, 
In Mätedone was crowned foz the kyng. 


With diuers countreys made his alyaunce, 
In Grete # Trace gate frendes nere # ferre, 
And of pzide and wylfull gouernaunce - 


Caſt with 475 ns foz to holde werre: 

— — and b — — to ere, 
vll a Co 0 

Bꝛought thys —= 


= Sete baue a great — pie, 
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eynge his heuy ot her chere 
vs enemies to — — 
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ner Gem re — good hede 


Awhelpe 
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I whelpe J had that dyd great pleaſaunce 
Called Perſes,the which rigyt now is dede, 
And this chefe cauſe is only of my greuaſice: 
Yer father than gan chaunge countenaunee, 
This is a token to mpneencreace of glozy 
That IJ of Perſes Gall haue the vicrozy. 


In Matedone he and Perſes mette, 

And quit hym there lyke a manly knyght, 
Cõquered the lande none might him withlet, 
And manly put Perſes to the flyght: 

After to Trace he toke the wap ryght, 

Ok whiche conqueſt Gozt pꝛoceſſe to make, 
With his two ſonnes Perles was ther take. 


Emilius after thys victozy 

Aſketh the triumphe to hys guerdon, 

And as it is remembꝛed in hys ſtoꝛy 

Perles foloweth his chayze th2oughe Rome 
Condempned affrer to dye in pꝛyſon: (toun, 
The whiche dethe he dyd well deſerue 

Fox he by poyſon made hys bzother ſterue. 


Thus can foztuneerly and eke late, 

Dovone from her whele and hye ſtage 

Ok pꝛoude pꝛynces the lurquedy abate: 
Whan to her luſt che ſeeth moſte auauntage 
She frowardly gan tourne her vylage, 

And lodaynly the eſtate ot them conſume 
Fboue their office that wzongly lyſt pꝛeſume. 


AImonges whiche a kyng of Fſraell 
Agapne the pꝛecept and lawe of Mopyſeg, 
Called Ozias, the byble can well telt, | 
Of pzeſumption wylkull and recheles 
To lacrikice put hym ſelke in pꝛees, 

Lykea bychop in the temple ataped, 
But 02 he paſſed greatly he was affrayed, 

H oſte his ſpeche, mt with melelty 
Duryng his ipfe, io here a great vengeaũte: 

Of hys crowne and hys regaly 
Impotent to ble the gouernaunce, 
pany . — 

oz he lyſt nat mekely the la eps 

Fo which atmilcheke 

-The,rpiitChapter. 
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The fifthboke. 


he dydaleper dep, © 


gap}pnce of Fntforhe, - 


Ext in oꝛder complaynyng hys 
ei Diſtreſſe | 

| came Amonius , anotable 

* N wert iour 7 

To John Bochas to ſhewe hys heupneſſe 
In Intidche pzynce and gouernour: 

Ok whiche countre whyle he was poſſeſſour, 
Had a cuſtome and thys was bys trauapyle 
To robbe the ryche and ſpoyle the pozayle. 


Spared nouther olde no2 yonge of age, 
Toke fro marchaũtes treaſour and richeſſe, 
Fnd in delytes of lecherous outrage 

Was all his luſt with watche a dzonkeneſſe; 
Wyll in his courte of reaſon was mayſtreſſe, 
Caulyng the people thzough all the region 
To ryſe agayne hym by rebellion, 


Contrary he was to all good diſcipline, 
The people aroſe agayne hym on a dap, 
And he fo2 feare in habite feminine 
Lyke a wzetche ted cowardly awap, : 
Take at miſchefe there was made no delap; 
Falſly tonteſſyng. hering many a man, ] 
Agapne nature that he was a woman. 


The trouth knawe and the (claunder ryfs 
All of aſſent the people Anttochene 

Nole attones, and ſo he loſt hys lyfe, 

They wer ſo wode agayne him in their tene: 
Thus of foztune the chaũge is al wap lene, 
Fro better to wozſe che can ſo well tranſmue 
Theſtate ot them that wpyll no vertue ſae, 


Che. xxiiii.chapter. 


& Dow Andziſcug of lowe byzth bozne, 
hauyng no tytle became kyng of Mace⸗ 
done, and was after taken, and 


df one thynge koꝛtune is 
to blame 
| | That es fo chaungeable 
ok cozage -. - - 

a boy vnznowen o 


Co Uaifwons Wille re mans Fae 
E t ere an | | 
Waser Philyp of fetures moſt ſebla 


Gan were pompous and elate 


Chus foz his frowarde vſurpacion 


\ 
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whereby the people in their furious rage 
Caught opinion of wylfull falſe dotage, 
Xgaynereaſon Bochas dothe dilcriue, 

That king Philyp was riſen fro deth to liue. 


Whylom father ok Perles as J tolde: 

Ind foz Andziſcus bꝛoughte vp in wzetched- 
In pꝛeſence bothe of yonge and olde (neſſe, 
Was bold to tlapme by tytle ot rightw ilneſſe 
Shewing no grounde but perſonel likeneſſe, 
Mocking the people which by their fauour 
Ol royal dignite receyued the honour, 


Thus he that was foſtred as a wzetche 
In milerp and eke in pouerte, 


Fro pooꝛe bedde his hoznes dyd vp tretche 


To holde a ſcepter ot kyngly dignite: 

And by the luppoꝛte of the commonte 1 
(ſtate 
Bꝛoughte vp ot noughte whan he ſtode in e⸗ 


Nothing moze cruell noz nothyng moze ven⸗ 
Noꝛ mozehaſty to do execution, (geable 
Noꝛ moze depnous noz mo2e vntreatable 
Than whan a begger hath domination: 


A Xcurremoze frowarde than a ſtrong Lyon, 


Ind (emblably none lo great cruelte, 
As whan a wzetche is let in dignite. 


This Andziſcus in all his ropall chere 

To exetute his hatefull cruelte, 

Gathered people in countreys ferre à nere, 
In Macedone, and of olde enmpte, 

Began maligne gayne Rome the cite: 

But to withlet his frowarde kalle entent, 
One Jnuencius a Pꝛetoz was downe lent, 


But becauſe that he was negligent, 

And of dilpite toke of him no hede, | 
He was outrayed and by Andzilcus chent, 
With all the people that he dyd lede: 
But the Romapns of hope better to ſpede 


haue lent Metellus a full manly knyght, 


To Macedone, to mete anone ryght 


Thys woꝛthy man lyſt nat longe to tary, 
Det pꝛoudly on in hope it choulde auayle, 
Made Macedone to Rome tributary, 
Toke Anduſcus manly in bataple, 


Bꝛought him to Rome w mighty apparaple, 


Ind made him lye fettred in pzyſon, 
Foz his outragious falſe pzeſumptions 


Tyat was haute in hys pꝛolperite, 

Knewe nat hym ſelfe by falle abuſton 

Blent with a myſt of blynde felicite, 

Lyſt nat remembꝛe ofhys firſt ponerte: 
LOhom to chaſtiſe foztune bzought hym low 
Becauſe he lyſt nat hym ſelfe foz to know. 


The, xxv. Chapter. 
CHowe Alyſander Ballas kyng of Surry, 


foꝛ extoꝛcion, pꝛyde, and vnkind⸗ 
neſſe dyed at milchele. 


us can thys lade play her 


Are pagent 

Bra maner of depnous moc- 

Der entermeſſe foꝛth lerued then of entent 
To folke that truſteher onely of folp: 

Ind to purpoſe whylom of Surry 

There was a kyng lyke as wzite Bochas, 
Called JIliſader whole ſurname was Ballag 


Ok whiche Ballas to tell the pꝛoceſle 
Firſt ok his riſyng and after ofyys fall, 
Antiochus the ſtoꝛy beareth wytneſle 
Called Eupatoz whiche in eſpeciall. 
Claymed tytle to theſtate royall 


After his father named Antiochus 
Eppphanes, the ſtoꝛy telleth thus. 


After whole dethe the kyngdome of Surry 
Shoulde longe by ſucceſſion | 
To Eupgtoz,and eke foꝛ hys party 


Demetrius hoſtage in Rome toun 


Claymed a tytle in that region 
Ok Surry, becauſe Epiphanes 
Was bꝛought tohym the ſtoꝛp is no les, 


Demetrius fro Rome is come doun 
Into Surry to clapme hys heritage, 
Receyued thecrovone.toke poſſeſſion, 


Gan were p2oude pꝛetumptuous of cozage: 


Thus Eupatoꝛ that was but yonge of age 
Ercluded was in Durry to ſuccede, 
Ol Demetrius kerther thus J rede. 


Outragyous he was aboue meaſure, 
Ryght vengeable and full of cruelte: 
Yatefull alſo to euery creature, 

Ind heuy boꝛne of wozthy kynges thze, 
Fy2zſt in Egypt ot wozthy Tholome, 
And of Actilius in Aly tho repguyng, 


And Arprarches in Capadoce kyng. 


Akt 


Atat.cxtit. 


The fifth boke. 


All of allent agayne hym haue conſpyzed, 
Founde a wape Demetrius to depziue, 
ys vndoyng ſo ſoʒe they haue deſrzed: 
And thepz entent to execute blyue 

They gan a fable of purpole to contryue, 
As ye chall here, together as they went, 
To whiche all Surry at ones dyd aſſent, 


Theytoke a galaunt bozne of lowe [ynage, 
Called Ballas,of theyz acquayntaunce, 
And affyzmed all ot one cozage | 5 
Nowe he was ſonne & tuft heyze in ſubſtatice 


To Epiphanes, and nexte heyze in aliaunce, 


To (uccede by tokens affyzmyng 
Next in Surry to be crowned kyng, 


Alyſander ofpurpoſe they hym call, 
Betaule they thought of perſon he was able, 
Set hym vp in hys ropall tall 

Maugre Demetrius, cruell and vengeable: 
Ind foztune was to them fauourable, 
Made they purpoſe finally to auayle, 
With whome Demetrius had a gret batayle, 


This Alyſander which named was Ballas, 
By Demetrius as put is in memozp, 
Fpꝛſt ouercome, and after fyll the caas 

He ot Demetrius had the vyctozp: 

Ind to encreaſe ot hys royall glozp, 

Of ſoꝛtune by lodapue auenture 

Ballas the felde ol hym dyd recure ; 


Thus by pꝛomocion of thele kynges the, - 
When he was crowned kyng of al Surrp, 
To falſe extozcion and hateful cruelte 

Thys Jiplander dyd hys witteg apply 

To robbyng, pyllage, and eke tyzanny; 

Ind diſpyled Go2tly to conclude, 

The ſayde kynge of ingratitude. 


He had foꝛget hys eſtate of pouerte 

Kknewe nat hym ſeifeof falle ambicion, 
Wedded the doughter of wozthy Tholome 
Called Cleopatra as made is mencion: 
Ind all hts labour in concluſion 

Was onely this, in Bochas as J rede, 

All the kyngdomes aboute hym to poſlede, 


Who all coueteth ſometyme all dotheleſe, 
One agapne all ſelde hath ſoueraynte: 

And koꝛ Ballas frowardly gan cheſe 

To holde werre with kyng Tholome, 

Ind with the fozelapde wozthy kynges thze, 
Ill of aſſent haue ſuche wapes ſought 


4 


That by theyz wozkyng he came to nought, 
Fy2:\t Tholome fro hym toke hys wyfe 


Cleopatra, and toke her in mariage 


To one Demetry,cauſyng full great ſtryfe 
Foz he that tyme was but yonge of age: 
But Ballas after by full greatoutrage 
With all his power gathered nye and ferre, 
Sapne Demetry gan to holde werre. 


Togyther they met pzoudlye in bataple, 
Ballas conſtrapned cowardly to fle, 
And when he lawe hys power dyd fayle 
In Atabpe ainyghty dronge countre 
Jabydus, a pꝛynce of great poſte 

Toke hym by fozce quakyng in hys dꝛede, 
To kyng Tholome lent anone his hede. 


Men may two thinges conlider in this caas 
Pꝛyde punyched and vakyndneſſe, 

And pꝛeſumpcion in this man Ballas 
Without tytie oz clapme ofryghtwyſneſſe 


ade kyng of Surrp, ſet igret wozthineſſe: | 


hat was his ende ye get no moze of me, 
Yys heed linyt ok and ſent to Tholome. 


Lenuoye, 


bers tragedye dothe naturally 
£2 || complayne 

upon thys vrce called vn- 

wv Kkyndneſle, 

Which to punyche is tourment none ne payns 
Nygour condigne,flagell noz dureſſe, 
Empuloning noz none earthiy diftrefſe 
That map ſuffiſe bꝛifely to conclude, 


Againe the vice of ingratitude. 


All creatures on this vice complaine, 
Lawe, nature, decrees, rightwiſneſſe, 


This monſter in kinde dothe ß light diſtaine 


Ok euery vertne derketh the baightneſle, 
Aliſander can beare hereof witneſſe, | 
Whiche to his furthers he ol his tetches rude, 
Shewed againe warde great ingratitude. 


Of Cerberus thin kernall treblechayne 
Noꝛ of Tantalus hungre noz thzuſtineſſe, 
Ok Ixion oꝛ Ticius bothe twayne 
Reken the turment remebze the charpneſſe, 
All to litell to chaſtile oz redzeſle | 
The hatefull vice of them that can delude 
Thetr frendes olde, by kalle ingratitude. 


Noble 


a_ a. 8 ** 


a Aa £4 _ 


of RAG MP == LIMO ai. oc. 


of John Bothas 


Noble pzinces which in your demayne 
aue gouernaunce of all woꝛidly rycheſſe, 
Gapyne folke vnkynde loke that ye dildayne, 
Suffre them nat to haue none entreſſe 

F02 to apꝛoche to your hye nobleſſe: 

Foz there is no vice moze hatefull to conclude 
Than is the vyte of ingratitude. 


The.xxvi Chapter. 
* Bochas wyyteth of the rebel⸗ 
— and ſedicions in Rome be- 


twene Tribunes and the 
commons, 


— auctourin ſtoꝛpes 


merueylous, | 
I muſt now wꝛite ß ſtrög rebellions 
Of Gapus firũ, and of Tiberius, 
And of the great hatefull ſecions 
Meued in Nome twene tribunes a cömons, 
And by their ſtryues how they gan conippze; 
Foz to attapne faiſly to the emppꝛe. 


{The pere (pre hundꝛed by compuracion 
Gapus Graccus made tribune in that age 
Alter the cities firſt foundacion, | 
Which turned after to full great domage 
Ofcommon pꝛofit, foz by their moztall rage 
Tumulte and noyſe of commons in the toun, 
Cauled a great part of their deſt cuttion. 


Foꝛ in departyng of champapne heritage, 


Atwene the wozthy and poze ofthe cite 
By egall poꝛtions Graccus w faire langage 


Had greatly meued all their tommonte: 

By whiche occaſion in ſtoꝛy men mape ſe, 
Another Graccus called the ſeconde 
Das ſlapne in Rome, a low laide in grounde. 


After the deth of Gractus as J rede 
Was choſen a tribune called Wunzxciug, 
Whiche fozdyd the la wes all in dede 

Ot olde Graccus called Gayus: 

But he that was named Tyberius 

With helpe of Flaccus Tribunes ofeſtate, 
In the Capitoyle began a great debate. 


They were luppoꝛted by the commonte 

By voyce of people þ wozd of no man know, 
Foz Graccus party bye vpon a tre 

I trumpet ſtode and pꝛoudly gan to blowe, 
Which ſiayne was # fro the tre doun thzow! 
By which ſlawter þ boke maketh reherſaile, 
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Leaf.crrr. 
Flaccus wext feble his party gan to fayle. 


Fox d2ede he fled into the teritozy 

Ot Janus temple ran vp to a tour, 

Wyhan Tyberius as put is in memozy 
Dawe in the cite he had no fauour, - 
Dilpapꝛed, knewe nd better ſuccour? 
DWwo2de let at bꝛeſt in pzeſence of Mpnerue 
Fully purpoled afoze her foz to ſterue, 


There ſtode one by # dꝛew his hand a backe, 
Fro that purpoſe made him to decipae, (ke 
Thus Graccus party goth dai by dai to wꝛa 
And Flaccus tote the templeof Lucyne: 
His (on, his frendes.almoſt all his lyne 


The kept the ſtrõg, but maugte their deffce *. 


(They were there ſlapne by ſturdy violence. 


While Graccus frendes fought foz his party, 
Ind he him ſeife conſtrayned was of dzede 
He gan to pꝛap a bop of hys company 

To tate a lwoꝛd and ſmpyte of hys hede, | 
Set dn a ſpeare with the bloude made rede, 
Dent it his mother complapning in her tene, 
Inio her caſtel that called was Miſſene. 


Hamed Coꝛnelpa his mother was in dede, 
LObhylom doughter to great Scipion, 

Yer cyildzen all ſlapue as J rede, 

And Graccus goodes acheted to the toun: 
Therot after made a diuiſion 

By iudgement, thoʒughout the cite, 

Where moſt was nede among the commonte. 


Ok Graccus ſyde fiue hũdꝛed ſlaine x twaine 
Upon an hyll called xuentyne. 

Aad Oppinius a conſull dyd his payne 

Ok tyerr conſpiring þ groũd to lerche a mine: 
And Flaccus party to bzyng toruyne, 

He llew two thoulſand by haſty iudgement, 
Amonge which was many an innocent. 


Che. xxbii. chapter. 


how the wyfe of Haſtruball bzent 
her ſelte and her chyldzen. 


Ng ff Ere John Bochas lyſt in ef- 
EN peciall 
To remembꝛe howe Cartage 

newe agarne 
Diſtroped was, and how Haſtruball 
Came to miſchefe, p trouth was well ſayne: 
Which to reherte ok new it were but vayne, 
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The fifth boke. 


Sythe here tokoze is made clere mention 
Bothe of their bꝛennyng # their deſtruccion. 


Saue here he telleth how Haſtrubals wyke 
Onely to eſchewe tolyue in {eruage, 
Chaſe with her childzen foz to lele her lyfe, 
And wyplfully of furious cozage 

She and her ſonnes tender and yonge of age 
Imonge the flames and the coles reed, 
Conlumed was into aſhes deed, 


Dydo the firſt that bylte that cite 

And made tours and the ſtronge wall, 
Which was betrayſhed alſo ok Ene, 

Ifoꝛe remembꝛed the fires funerall, 

Ind after longe the wyfe of Haſtruball 
Chale rather to dye with her childꝛẽ twaine, 


Than amonge Romapns foz to liue in paine. 


Che. xx vil. chapter. 


Ok Machabeus Jonathas take 
by the kynge of Surry, 


= N oꝛder luyng, vnto John Bothas 


il There appeared an heuy man 
| * 7 of ſyght 
= ©--]| MPachabeus,b wozthy Jonathas, 


— 


Whicye occupied koꝛ wildome a foz myght 


O ffice of pꝛynte, pꝛieſthod, and of knyght 
By title of Juda of werres toke thempꝛple, 
By clayme of Leuy as pzieſt dyd lacrikiſe. 


The lawe of Jewes manly to defende | 
With all the laude of pꝛompſſion, 

This Jonathas ful knyghtly dyd entende 
Igayne all enemies about them enupzon, 
Tyll of Surry the falſe kyng Tryphon 

By trapnes cõpaſſed x pꝛomiſe falſely holde, 
Toke Jonathas of who right now J tolde, 


Jn Machabeozum is reherced all 

Ok his knighthode,and of his woꝛthyneſſe, 
With all the treaſons in eſpeciall 
Wꝛought by Tryphon by great falſeneſſe, 
His ſubtell ſleyghtes and hys doubleneſſe, 
Them to reherce ye get no moe of me, 

Fo: in the byble the tozy pe mape ſe, 


The.xxix. Chapter. 


owe Demetrius the ſeconde loſt 
at the laſt his head, 


Ut J wyll returne to De⸗ 

"| metrius | 

That called was Demetrius 
the leconde, 

Wyich vy dilcent came fro Antiochus, 

And by his manhode as it is well founde 
Dyd the pꝛide of kyng Ballas confounde 
Called Alyſander which by great outrage, 
Had put his father fro hid herytage. 


This Demetrius famous and notable 
Upon Parthoys had many great victozy, 


Tyll kyng Arlacides doubie and deceyuable 


Him ſelte delytyng greatly in vaynglozy, 
By hys ſleyghty fraudes deceptozy 
Under a ſhadow of faynyng and falſe chere, 
Toke Demetrius vnwarelp pꝛiſonere. 


Ind to great hindꝛing a ſclaũder of his name 
Arlacides by a maner mockery, $a 
Made Demetrius foz diſpite and Game 
Poozly arayed of hate and great enuy 


, Foz tobe led thzough all Jury: 


Made hym after by great auilement, (tent, 
To wed hys doughter agayne hys owne en⸗ 


This Demetrius was kepte out of pꝛeeg 
That but fewe had of hym ſyght, 

Unto tyme that Arlacydes 

Das deed and paſſed foz all his great might, 
Than he call to eſcape away by flyght, 


And ſecretly to accompliche his entent 


He gate hym coũlayle that was of his aſſent, 


Gallymandꝛus a loꝛde of that countre 
Which that was of hys aſſent in dede, 
In their flight to kepe them moꝛe ſecre 


Made Demetrius foz to chaunge his wede, 


And pꝛeuy wayes fozth he dyd him lede: 
But all foꝛ nought his flight was in vayne, 
Foz by ſtrong purlute he was taken agayne, 


After by conſtraynt pzeſented to the kyng, 
That he gan were wery of his life, 

Kept moze ſtraytly folke on him waytyng, 
Ind maugre him pzeſented to hys wife 
LOith her to abide full heay and penſyfe: 
But wht they had chi dꝛẽ atwene the twaine 
To go moze at large loſed was his chayne, 


And thus he had ſpace and fre lytente 
To go and come at his auauntage, 
Foz whyle his wife helde with him 8 
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They dempt hys chyldzen were (uffiſaunt 
hoſtage 

But he was euer vnſtable of hys cozage 

With Gallymandzus the fozclapde knyght, 

Thze times take & bzought agayn by fiygyt. 


And foz he was ſo dyuers manyfolde 
Kyng Frahates in token he was vaſtable, 
Sent him rhze dite foꝛged (quare of gold? 
To play raket as achylde chaungeable, 
Yys diſpoſition was lo varyable 

But foꝛ to reſtrapne hys condicion 

He was eft take and fettred in pzyſon, 


But whan foꝛtune had geuen hym a pull 
By many a diuers ſtraunge aduet ſite, 

To punich him moꝛe Phrahates wexeth dul 
And Demetrius of pꝛylon was made iree, - 
Full reſtozedagapne to his countre. 

Wert pꝛoude agayne of new it is (o fall; 
That he was hated of his lieges all. 


Cleopatra hys mother that was quene 

Ok all Egypt and wyfe to Tho:ome 

Was with her loꝛde at ſtryfe, who lyſt ſene, 
Which turned after to great aduer ſiie: 

But to ltrer gth her party thus wzought che, 
Made her lonne foz to take on hande 

Fo: her to fyght agayne her yuſbaade, 


But Tholome called Eucrgetes, 

Gapne Demetrius defended hys countre, 
Made zebenna to put yym leite in pꝛees 
Sonne of a maichaunt bozne of [owe degre, 
To male a clapme by falſe ſubtylte 

Ok all Surry to haue poſleſſion, 

Foz hym allegyng tytie of adoption 


He to be ſonne to Antiochus 

Claymyng therby the kyngdome of Surry, 
Onelp texclude the ſayde Demetrius: 

Ind Tholomeus to luſtapne the party 

Of zevenna, with all hys chiualry 

Gathered in Egypt and countreys enupꝛon 
Igayne Demetrius, pꝛoudiy is come doun. 


And koꝛtune wyth her double face 
Cauſed the countre ryſe by tebellion 

That Demetrius ſtode clene out ok grate, 
Dgereby the people of that region 

Were whole agapne hym in their opinion: 
That by Tholomes wonderfull wozkyng 
zebenna there receyued was as kyng. 


Thus zebenna by falle inttuſion 

Of all Surry was made loꝛde and kyng, 
Tytle was there none but colluſion 
Terclude Demetrius by ſubtle compaſſyng, 
pet as J fynde hys party defendyng 

Yo ve Demetrius zevenna gan a{ſayle, 
Thepꝛ quarel darrepned wa great batayle, 


Great people ſlayne bpon outher ſyde, 
Demetrius put from hys region, 
Ind ouercome foz hys great pꝛyde 

Ft great miſchefe, to hys confuſion: 
Hauyng no ſuccour noz tonſolacidu, 


But with a fewe choke of hys mepne 


Fled by water to T pꝛe the cite, 


Lyke as he woulde haue lyued there in pees 
By a faynt maner of perfection, 
Within the templeof myghty Hercules 
Under a adowe of religion: 

Vut lodainly at hys commyng doun 

Into Tyze,and at hys arriuaple 

His heed limit ok, what dyd his pꝛide auayle2 


¶ Howe zebenna kyng of Surry, 
by entruſion enttyng, gad 
milcheuous en- 


dyng, 


Duchrng zebenna of whome J 
A ſpadkc tofozne, 
| &= Poozcly bzought vp and of lowe 
| = Iynage, 
= SES It'd of kynred but a beg- 
ger bozne, 
Came tofoze Bochas triſt ofhys viſage, 
Sooꝛe wepyng , muet of langage, > 
Gan complayne bys wofutl auenture 5 
Un wate and (odayne,impoſſible to recure; 


Hys tondicions ſomwhat dull and rude, 


Fy dl in pouerte pꝛoude and pꝛeſumptious, 

A ppeched after of great ingratuude 

Shewed in hys ly fe to kyng Antiochus. 

Bys firſt furtherer the ſtoꝛy telleth thus: 

Foz whyche Intiochus greatly mas anoped 

Caſta meane by whyche he was diſtroyed. 
3.ii. Thete 
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| The fifthboke. 


There was a coſyn þ called was Griſpus 
To Antiorhus and of the (ame lyne, 
Whiche by title of Demetrius | 
Claymed as heyze by many vncouth ligne 
To reygne in Surrp, æ pzoudiy gan maligne 
Agapne zebenna, whoſe party to luppoꝛte 


Stode Antiochus chete as J can repozte, 


This ſayd Griſpus yonge and tender of age 


By the furtheryng and ſuppoztacton 


Ok Antiochus, had in maryage 
His owne —＋ with great poſſeſſion: 
That z3ebenna foz chozte conclulion 
Compelled was foz all his great myght, 
To Antioche foz to take hys klyght. 


Ind there he fyll in ſo great pouerte, 
Fapled money fo2 to pape wages, 


The loudpous whyche in that countre 


Ibyde vpon him ok all maner ages 
Strange folke and (undzye of langages, 
Theaes,murd:es,manſleers,s pyllours ' 


,Firſt of Jupiter aſſaplyng the trealours. 


Co his diſclaunder perpetuall ofmemozy 
The diTame aroſe ſo manyfolde, 
In Jouis temple the baner of victory 


He toke away that was of maſſife golde, 


With a great ymagethat ſtode there ofolde 
Ok golde alſo, with other mo treaſours, 
With which pillage he payed the ſoudtours. 


Of lacrilege hauyng no conſcience 

To elcape away he entred is the lee, 

But Eolus by great violence, 

With winde and tempeſt as he dyd flee 
Dyd vnto hym full great aduerſite: 

And all his meyny fozſoke hym ok entent, 
Ind he was take, and to Griſpus ſent 


King of Surry,to whõ whe he was bzought 
Gaue on hym by tudgement thys ſentence, 


Fon (acrilege that he had wzought 


Spoxling temples by great violence, 


- Doyng to goddes no maner reuerence 


Foz which Griſpus cõmaũdeth hath as iuge, 
He to be lapne there was no better refuge. 


Ol byꝛthe a boy clambe vp to ropall tage, 

B ꝛought vp ot nought and ſet in dignite 
Knew nat hym ſel fe, wext cruell ok cozage, 
Irole fro pouert to great pzolperite: 

But thꝛough foꝛtunes mutabilite 

That blind lady ſo made her power ſtretche, 


As he began to ende lyke as a wꝛetche. 


Keken the eſtates of wozldly regalp, 

Novze of meynp, golde, treaſour, & richeſſe, 
Stately caſtels paleys on eche party, 
Coquelt by foztune,ciimbinge to hie nobleſſe, 
Cruel (wozde conueped by wylfulneſſe, 
Power extoꝛt, with couetyſe oppꝛeſſyng, 
Cauleth delt ruction of many carthly kyng, 


But in contrary who lyſt hym ſelfe knowe 
And is by grace inclined to mekeneſſe, 
Though he in pouerte be bꝛought vplowe 
Ind is by vertue enclined to wozthyneſſe, 
With ſcepter of peace, ⁊ (wozd of rightwilneg 
IJndifferently his domes demeanyng, 
Suche one is able to becleped a kyng, 


What is chefe cauſe grounde and occaſion 
That pzinces ofte ſtande in ieopardy 

Ok woꝛldly chaunges, in ſuche diuiſion 
Reygnyng amonge them ß ſerpent ol enuy: 
Symulacion, faynpng flatery, 

The ſouth out ſerched who lo lpſt to loke, 
By manp tragedy expert in thys boke. 


Che. xxxi. Chapter, 


CHowe Bitynctus kyng of Tuergnopes, 
by the Romains was taken aud 
died in pꝛiſon. 


Itynctus next of uergnopes kyng 

Came tofoze Bochas ginnig his coplaint, 

Ok his diſtreſſe thozdze reherſpng, 
And howe that he was made feble and faint, 
Igaine the Romains miſcheuouſly attaint: 
Nat withltanding to maintayne his quarel, 
Ye caſt of pꝛide agayne them to rebell, 


But it is firſt put in remembꝛaunce 

How Juergnopes is a nacion 

Hanging on Gaule longeth vnto Fraunce, 
Ok which Bit pncte ſtode in pollellion: 
Hauing dilpite in his opinion 

To the Romains in any wiſe to obey, 
But pꝛoudly caſt againe them to werrep, 


His labour was to ſtandetin franchile 


And de at large from their ſubiection, 


Gan of pꝛide their loꝛdchip to dilpile, 
Gadꝛed people of pzeſumption: 

Whom foꝛ to mete Fabius was ſentdoun, 
A migyty conſul which knightly toke on haͤde 
Foz theyz party Bitynctus to „* 


Of whoſe cõmyng Bytictus toke dyſdayne 
By tauſe the folke whyche Fabius dyd lede 
Were but fe we, and whan he hath them ſepne 
He layd of ſcoʒn:this people who taketh hede 
Map not ſuffiſe my houndes foꝛ to fede 
Wuã they be ſlapne, to fewe they be in ndbze 
With multitude Þ J hall them entombꝛe. 


In hundꝛed thouſad inhys baoward he had 
That paſſe ſhoulde of Auuergne the rpuere, 
Ind fowerſcoze thouſande beſide that he lad, 
the Conſul Fabius met him with good chere, 
* Whan he was paſſed of N odanus 5 daũgere, 
Fought al the day tyll it dzewe to night, 


The Romapyns wan, their fone put to flyght. 


At the ryuere lyke as ſaieth the boke, 

There were dꝛowned a bzought to miſchaũce 
Fyfty thouſande, as they water toke, 
Th2ough foztunes frowarde variaunce: 
And by attaynt tencreaſe of his greuaunce, 
Bitinctus take was of the Romayns, 
Dampned to pziſon there to dye in chayng, 


Che. xxxii. Chap, 


How the tyzant Euergetes wedded quene 
Cleopatra, ſlewe her eldeſt ſonne, 
exyled hys wyfe and wedded 
| her doughter, 


A Fter whoſe deth pitoufly to rede # ſene 
Of Epiphanes the great Tholome 
Came the doughter, Cleopatras the quene, 
Gan complayne her greate aduerlſitie, 
Her ſozowe furious diffaced her beaute: 
Her chekes whyte of blode # teares meynt 
Kent w her hides were pitoully belpꝛeint. 


To Philometor te wedded was afozne 
Whylom ſonne to Tholome the kynge. 
Ind by her loꝛde in true wedlocke bozne 
Two ſonnes che had, as by olde wzytpng: 
Ikter whoſe deth anone vp ſuynge 

To Euergetes a pꝛince ponge of age 

She was agapne ioyned in mariage. 


By title of her in Egipt loꝛde and lyꝛe, 

Kyng of that lande, cruel, and dylpptous, 
Whoſe ſtozy ſheweth no kigdomnoz Empire 
Map of them ſelfe make no man vertuoug:; 
Foz lyke a tygre this tiraunt furious 

Her eldeſt ſonne dap of their mariage 
Bozne to be heite he ſlewe ofmoztal rage. 


Leaf. cxxt ii. 


Hot longe after thisextozte ctruelte 
Ilbe they had childzen atwene thẽ twaine, 
Out of Egypt he made her foz to fle 

And of malyce he gan at het diſdaine? 

J trowe Ge had matter koꝛ to plaine, 
He tote her doughter whan ß che was gon 
Igapne nature and wedded her anon. 


She called was Cleopatras alſo, 
But Euergetes to chewe him moze vẽgrablt 
Againe her mother that was fro Egipt go, 
(The citie which was to her fauourable, 

The people expled, he wode a vntretable, 

In her dilpyte gaue that notable toun 

Ok hateful malpee to a ſtraunge nacion. 


But whan he know thzough his cruel dedes 
And gan conceyue howe he was culpable, 
Sawe agatne hym þ manyfolde hatredes 
And con(piracion of ſtates honoꝛable, 

Heat large to be moze vengeable 

Gatne Cleopatras, to gyn an vncouth ſtryfe 
Went in to exyle wyth hys newe wyke. 


Gadꝛed people his olde wyke to aſſayle, 

On her chyldꝛen to ſhewe moze vengeance z 
A day aſligued helde with her battaile, 

But which of them was dziuen to bttraunce 
Myne auctour plainly put not in remẽbꝛaũce 
But ſuyng after thus of him J rede, 

Howe of malice he wzought a cruel dede, 


Which to reherce is nouther good ne fapze, 
But terible and abhominable: 
He diſmembzed her (onne and hys hayze 


On peces (maLl,this tiraũt moſt vengeable, 


And whaa the mother ſate at her royal table, 
With body and heed at aſolempnite, 
Let her be ſerued of frowarde cruelte, 


Wherot al E gipt had indignacion, 

And foz to auenge his cruel great outrage 
They toke his plates, baſnet,# haberion, 
Ind bis cote armure wꝛought ot gret coſtage 
Fro their temples rent out his ymage, 

In token he was a tiraunt moſt attaint 

Eche thing diſtaced, p was ofhim depaint. 


Whoſe hateful Cozy replete of wzetchednes 
Full of vengeaunce & frowarde miſcheues, 
Therfoze J deme Zochas lyſt not exp:efſe 
MPozeofhis life fulfylled of al repꝛeues: 
Nt Cleopatra wꝛote not the ſynal greues 
In this chaptre,what latal way che toke, 

| 5 lit, Left 


N 


. YLykeasthelc colpn in their cozte royal, 


The fifth boke, 


Leſt 5 matter choulde difface his boke, 


C The. xxxiii. Chapter. 


| C Howe Jugurtha by entruſion was kynge 
of Rumedp, llew þ rightful yeires # ał⸗ 
ter he hym (elf was dꝛowned. 


Fter thys woful deadly auenture 
A Of Cleopatras,whole ſtozye is full olde 
Came Jugurtha the manly man tolure, 
Ind to Jhon Bochas hath his tale told 
Ol his conqueſtes. and dedes manyfolde: 
Subtylof wyt.# as myne auctour ſaxeth 
Gaue iytel fozce foz to bzeakehis fapth, 


But in oꝛdꝛe the ſtoꝛy to conuap 

Of Jugurtha and of yys kinted, 
Malliniſſa kyng of Numedy ſloth to lay 
Vis vncle was, and alſo as I rede 

The layd kyng had a lonne in dede, 
Called Mylipſa eldeſt in wzytinge 
After his day toreigne as kynge, 


This Maſſiniſſa oꝛdayned afterwarde , 
(Totoze his deth of hole entencion 

Bytaule Jugurtha was bozne a baſtarde, 
To depꝛiue him ok al ſucceſſion. 

In his Ceſtament, but in concluſion 

His lonne Myſipla afterwarde made kynge, 
Was to Jugurtha frendly and louynge. 


Myſipſa had two ſonnes as J frnde 

The tone ok them called Adhcrbalcs, 

(The {econde the ſtoꝛy maketh mencion 
Mas that tyme named Hyempſalcs, 

Wyth whom Jugurtha put him ſelte in pꝛees 
Foꝛ to abyde # dw ell in eſpecial 


Cheriched full wel bycauſe he was wyſe 
Ind right lykelp of diſpoſicton, 

Choſin aftet warde foꝛ a ſynguler pꝛile 

To goto Spayne to helpe Scipion 

Gaine Numẽtapnes, a famous mighty toun 
Ind there Jugurtha ſo knyghtly hath begon 
That by his nobls the town anon was won: 


Ind to remembꝛe his knyghthod ofentent, 
His woꝛthyneſſe and his hye renoun, 

To Mylipla letters were downe lent 

By the foꝛſaid wozthy Scipion, 

Wyich gaue ſo great a comendacion 

To Jugurtha,him callyng in that werre. 
Of manly pzowelle the ponge lode ſter te. 


Ok king Myſiplſa recepued notably, 

Called hun toane by a0opcion, 

The king dead, (one Jugurtha traitourly 
Slewe Hiemplales venue by ſucceſſion, 

He of that realine to haue poſleſſion: 

This was his cuſtome how euer þ tytle ſtode 
By ſlaughter and murdze toz to get good, 


He lyſt to goddes do noreuerence, 


Ok his nature wyltul and recheles, 


Yauynge nouther remozs noz conſcience 
Toucyyng the laughter of Htempſaleg, 
Falliy pzactiſed foz his owne encrees: 

Foz which murdze Romains haue ſẽt doun 
I Con(ulereto do coꝛreccion. 


Calphurnius he called that was lent 
Onelp to puniche that hozible dede, 

But with treaſour hys epen were lo blent 
Of execucion that he toke none hede, 
The Komayns ouertome with mede 
Gaue to Juguttha by colluſion 

Ot this muroze a coloured taiſe par don. 


By which he toke a maner hardineſſe 
Ok tyꝛannp which he dyd exercyſe, 
Gathered people ot haretui curſydneſſe 
Ind in him leite gan cutle diy deuyſe 
To execute the leite ſame gyle | 
Ot falſe murdꝛe( J meane nowe none other) 
To flee Adherbales the leconde brother. 


That he alone by falſe intruſion 

Ot Numedy might be loꝛde and kyng, 
Thus ok his crueice,murd:ze.# falſe treaſon 
The noy ſe was bozne by lagage a wzytyng: 
Of whicy the graffes flally abꝛode ſpzedynge 
Bꝛought fozth in hyndꝛing ol his name 


Ftute ok dilclaundze, ⁊ repozte of diſtame. 


Moztall treaſon was couered vnder flours, 


To laue him ſeife by ſome ſubtylte, 
And ſpecially with his great treaſours 

To appeaſe the Senat if it would haue be: 
But theragapne al the comonte 

Made agaynehim a coniuracion, 

On his lalſe murdze to do coʒrection. 


Foure. M. men ot armes were dowone ſent 
With a pꝛetour called Ictilius, 
The which pꝛetour ſet al his entent 


To gather treaſour.fozhe was couetous: 


Ind couetyle is contrarious 
Unto knighthode, as auctours all expꝛe — 
] 


of John Bochas 


And ſtepmother vnto wozthynes, 


A liege he layde aboute a myghty tour 
Wherin Jugurtha put ali hys rycheſſe, 
{The liege was layde foꝛ loue of the treaſoure 
Moe than foz wozhyp, oz foz wozthynelle, 
YOyerby his name and his noblefſe | 
Ther diſcomfyted,bzought vnto miſchaunce: 
After koʒ mede made hys alyaunce 


With Jugurtha, to his encreaſe of hame, 
Cauſed Iffrtke though falſe cheuyſaunce 
(They togyther diſclaundzed by diffame, ) 
Them to withdzawe fro the obeyſaunce 
Ofthe Romains:# moze them lelfe tauaũce, 
To theyz purpole cozrupted wyth treaſour 
Many a Tribune and many Senatour, 


Ok newe againe al the comonte 

Fro Rome lent Gayus Marius, 

Foꝛ the murders and hozible cruelte 
LOzought by Jugurtha the tiraunt furious: 
- Whichto refourme the ſapd Gayus 

A Conſulere of purpoſe was ſent doun, 
Amanly knyght,and famous of renoun, 


ull notably the werres he began, | 
20aght euery thyng of hie p2ouidence, 
And foztune whyche helpeth hardy man 
Gaue him great fauour by her influence; 
And alderfirſt he dyd his diligence 
Foz to auoyde al that were vicious, 
Delicate people, and folkes lecherous, 


A day was ſet and taken a bataple, 

But Jugurtha by falſe ſubtilte, 

P2otered much good which might not auaile 
Tohaueco2rupt,ifit would haue be, 

The layde Marius: but euer in one degre 

He ſtode ape ſtable vpright as a wall, 

And toke none hede to his pzofer at all. 
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Leaf.crrz iii. 
Than Jugurtha in party diſpaired | 
Greatly aſtonped within hym lelfe muſynge; 
But lyke a man hyndzed and appayzed 

He gan purpoſe anone a newe thynge, 

Ot Mauritaine he went to the kyng 


To get helpe whych called was Boccus, 
Him to luccour agayne this Gaius. 


T wene them was made of new an alyaũce 


The whycye laſt but a lytle ſpace; 


Foz kyng Boccus gan fal in repentaunce 
Caſt he woulde reſozte to the grace 

Of the Romapns, and nomoꝛe treſpace: 
Ind to perfourme his entencion 

He made to Gapus this mediacion. 


There was one Scylla called a Queſtour 
Ok Gapus hoſt had gouernaunce, 

Foz bing Boccus he was mediatour 

That ther was ne wely accozdaunce 
Twene him a Gapus:and by the purneyatice 
Ok thys Boccus,Jugurtha anone was hent 
Maugre his myght, and to Gapus lent. 


And al his kyngdom without reliſtente, 
Gaine to Romains came vnder obeplaunce, 
And Marius koꝛgaue them their offence, 
Recepued them vnder aſſuraunce, 
That he Gall by dome do no vengeaunte, 
To punpche þ treſpaces that they dyd afozne 
(The (pace copted fro tyme they were bozne, 


Jugurtha taken almoſt fo2 angre mad 
B2ought to Rome and fettered in pꝛiſon, 
To Terpeya ati hype hyl he was lad 
Jugement yeue fo2 his falſe treaſon, 
Bound to a tone and after thꝛowe doun 
Fro the place full hye where he ſtode, 
Without mercy in to Tibze ftode, 
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L Üeuuope. | 
öh ö tragedy; 


The fifth boke. 


J By diſcripcion takynge auctozite, 
sax tragedy,as Poetes ſpecify. 
Ginneth with toye endeth with aduerſyte, 
From hye eſtate caſt in to lowe degre: 


__- Example taken this ſtozy (ayth aright 


Ol Jugurtha that was fyzit a good knyght 


At his ginnyng famous in chiualry, 
Gate Numecaigne,ofSpaine a great citye, 
But in repairing home to that party 
I meane whan he came home to his countre 


He chaunged knyghthode into cruelte, 


With couetiſe ſo blinded was the ſyght, 


Sf Jugurtha that firſt was a good bnighte, 
His wyt, his power he holy dyd apply 


Tohateful murdze,fraude,and (ubtylte, 
By extoꝛte title him ſelłe to ma N 
Slew rightful heires,reft thẽ their lybertie, 
By falſe intruſion clambe vp to their ſe, 


And gaue no fozce were it w2ong oꝛ ryght 
A thyng contrary toeuery wozthy knight, 


oble pzinces lift vp pour hertes ipe. 
thin pour ſelfe remembꝛe and do le 
Ok this murdze the hateful tyzranp, 
With oppzeſſion done to the tommõte, 
His gynayng good a curſed ende had he: 
Murdꝛe axeth bengeaunce day and night, 
A thyngecontrary to euery wozthy kyght, 


?&Hereendeth the fpfte booke 
and here after foloweth 
the lixte. 


(* 
4.0 


Of 


. 


Tue terte bookt | 
C Here Bochas ſittinge in his ſtudie alone 
howe Foꝛtune lyke a Ponſtruous J- 
2 
twene them both many 1 4 


and reaſons of foztunes 
chaunces, 


wꝛpteth a greate pꝛoteſſe 


\ SJ Bochas ſtod 
23 Hys pen in hande, of lo⸗ 
>| Toremebze he thoughe 
#+['|[ttdyd dem good 
owe that no man map 
hun lelfe aſſure 
In woꝛldly th futly to recure 
Grace of foztune to make her to be ſtable 
Her dayly chaunges be lo variable. 


She bꝛaydeth euer on þ chaũtipleure (neſſe, 
Now ſonge now wepyng, now wo now glad⸗ 
Nowe in myzth nowe paine to endure, 
Nowe lyght now heuy,nowe in (wetneſſe 
Nowe in trouble, nowe fre nowe in diſtreſſe, 
Shewyng to vs a maner reſemblaunce 

_ . Nowozldly welth hath here non aſſuraũce. 


Whyle.Bochas pẽſpfe Code in hys lybꝛary 
Vyth chere oppꝛeſſed. pale in hys vylage, 
Somdceale abached, alone, and ſolitarp, 
To hym appered a monſtruous ymage 
Parted on twayne of colour and cozage, 
Der ryght ſyde ful of ſomer floures, (res. 
Che tother oppzeſſed w winter ſtoꝛmy hou 


Bochas aſtoined full feareful to abzayde 
Dhan he behelde the wonderful fygure 
-/ Offoztune,thus tohym leite he lapxd: 
What map this meane is this a creature, 


Oꝛ a monſtre pne nature, 
Whole b un 


zenning eyen (percle of their light 
Is do the ſterres the froſty wynter nyghte 


And ofher chere ful goodhede he toke 
Her face ſempng cruel and terrible, x 


Che Fy:\t Chapter, 


"Frowarde of chape lothſome x odible 


Another hande griped full vnſofte 


Gaue ſome alſo by repoꝛte a good name, 


Howe coude che rayne a nowe falfly chyne. 


Leaf. txxxiiũ. 


at arguments 


And by dildayne manaling of loke, 
Her heare vntruſied, harde, Harpe gad ble, 


An hundzed handes che had ol eche parte 
In londzy wyſe her gyktes to — e 


Some ol her handes lyft vp men alofte 
To hye eſtate of wozldly dignite, 


Which caſt another in great aduerlite, 
Gaue one rycheſle an other pouerte, 


Hopled an other ofſclaundze and dyflame. 


Her habyte was or manykolde colours 

Watchet blewe of fapned ſtedfa ſtneſſe, 

Her golde allayed lyke ſon in watry howꝛeg 

— w grene foz chaunge a doubleneſſe, 
pꝛetence reed, dꝛede meynt wyth hardines, 

White foz clenneſle lyke ſone foꝛ to faile 

Faint blake foz mourning,ruſſet foz trauayle 


er colours meynt of wolles moze than one 
Some whyle eclypled, ſome while bzyght, 
Dul as an alle whan men had haſte to gone, 
And as a \walowe geryche of her flyghte, 
Twene lowe x (wife, now croked nowe bp- 
Nowe as acreple lowe cozbed doun, (right, 
Howe as a dwery and nowe a chãpion. 


Nowe a cowarde durſt not come in pzees; 
Nowe ſomwhyle hardy as a lyon, 

Nowe lyke Ectoz,riowe dzedful Therlites; 
Nowe was che Creſus,nowe Agamenon, 
Now Sardanapallus of condition, (nyne, 
Nowe was ſheminiche,nowe was che femi⸗ 


f. i. 8 Now 
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The ſirte boke 


Nowe a Mermapde angelpke of face, 

A tailebehtade very lerpentyne, 

Nowe debonaire now trowarde to do grace, 
Nowe as a lambe tretable # benigne, 
Nowe lyke a wolfe of nature to maligne, 
Nowe Sirenes to ſynge folke a flepe 

Tyl Caribdis dzowne the in the depe. 


Thus Bochas conſidzinge her figure, 

Al her features in ozdze he gan beholde, 

Der bzedth her legthe,her hape & her ature 
In hundzed handes a armes there he tolde, 
Wyerof aſtoined his herte gan were colde: 
And amonge al her membzes euerychone 
Hym lempte che had no fete vpon to gone, 


And whyle that he conſidzed al thys thynge 
Twene them as it were in a traunce, 
She lodainly towarde him loking 

He conceiued by her countenaunce 

Were it foz pꝛe were it foz pleſaunte, 
Outher foz fauour outher foz dildaine 

By the maner ſhe woulde lomwhat ſayne. 


Loking as coye as che had had diſdaine 
Bochas (quod che) I knowe all thyne entent 
Bowe thou trauaileſt. buſieſt the in vaine 

In thy ſtudy euer diligent, 

No we in the weſt nowein the oztent, 

To ſeche ſtoꝛies noꝛth and meridien 

Ol woꝛthy pꝛinces 5ᷣ here tokozne haue ben. 


Some dwelled bnder the pole artike 

By my fauour vp rayled to the ſterres, 
Other vnder the pole Intartpke 

Which in contrary fro vs ſo ferrets, 
Some eacreced and ſet vp by the werres: 
Lykeas melyſt their triũphes tauaunce 


Frownig on other J bzought the to milchãce. 


J ſe the buſy remembꝛing by Scripture 
Stoꝛies of pꝛintes in euery maner age, 

As min fauour foloweth their anentare, 

By humble ſtyle ſet in playne langage, 

Not made curious by none auauntage 

Ok rethoꝛikes. with muſes foz to ſtriue. 
But in plaine fourme their dedes to diſcrine, 


Jn which pꝛoce le thou doelt great dyligence, 


Is they delerueto yeue the thanke oz blame, 
Setteſt vp one in roiall excellence 
Within my houſe called the houſe of Fame, 
The golden trumpet w blaſtes of good 
Enhaunceth on to ful hie parties, 


Wher Jupiter ſytteth am6g the heutly ſhieg. 


Another trũpet of ſownes full vengeable 
Which bloweth vp at feaſtes funerall, 
Nothinge bzight but of colour (able Ce 
Ferre fro my tauour,deadly,and moꝛtal, 
To plonge pꝛinces from their eſtate topall 


Whan Jam wzoth to make thẽ lowte lowe, 


Than of malice I do that trumpet blowe, 


Thou haſt waitten a ſet togyther in grole 
Lybe their deſertes wozldly mennes dedeg, 
Nothing conceled noz vader couert clole, 
Spared the crownes noz their purple wedes, 
Noz golde ſepters,but yane the their medes: 
Crowned one w laurer hye on hys head let, 
Other with peruinke made foz the gybet, 


Thus diuerſiy my giftes J depart, 
One accepte another is refuſed, 

Lyke haſardours my dyce J do ieoparte, 
One well furthered another is accuſed, 


My play is double my truſt is ener abuſed, 


(Though one to daye my fauour hath wonne, 


To moꝛow againe J can eclipſe his ſonne, 


Cauſe of my comyng platnly to declare 

By good autce, bnto thy pꝛelence, 

Js to chewe my maners and not ſpare, 
Ind my condicions bzeuely in ſentence 
Pꝛeued of olde and newe experience: 
ÞPlainly to ewe me lyſt not foz to rowne, 
Today J flater,to mozowe J can frowne , 


This houre J can ewe me merctable, 
And ſodainly I can be diſpitous, 

Now wel wylled,nowehaſtely vengeable, 
Nowe lobze of chere, nowe haſty a 
My plap vncouth,my maners maruaplous 
B2ayd on p wpnde.nowe glad # now murne; 
Lyke a wedercock inp face eche day J turne, 


LOherin Bochas J tel the pit agayne 


Chou doett folly thy wyttes foz topiy, 


Ill thy labour thou ſpylleſt in vayne 
Gayne my maners lo fully to reply, 


By thy wꝛityng to fyndea remedp 


To interrupt in thy laſt dayes, 
My ſtatutes, and my cuſtomable wapes, 


Al the labour of Phyloſophers olde h 
TrauayleofÞoetes my maners to depꝛaue 

Hath ben ot yoze to ſay lyke as they woulde, 
Ouer m fredom the loneratnte to haue xe 


rious, 
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But of my lawes theliberte to ſane 
Upon my whele they all themnot defende, 
But whan me lift than they chal diſcende, 


Why choulde men put me in blame 

Co folowe the natute ot my double play: 
With newe buddes dothe not Uer the ſame 
Whan pzimroſes appere frech and gay: 

Co dap they chewe to mozowe gon away: 
Somer after of flours hath foyſon 

Cyl June w ſythes after mowe the doun. 


Nowe is the ſee calme and blaundyſyng, 
Nowe are the wyndes comfoztable # ſtyil, 
Nowe is Bozeas ſturdy in blowynge 
YOhich ponge Gepe & bloſomes greueth pl: 
Why alſo oulde J not haue my wyl, (ble 
Co ſhewe my lelfe now ſmothe, # after trou⸗ 
Syth tomy kynde it longeth to be Double: 


No man ſo ferre is fall in wzetchedneſſe 


But that he ſtandeth in truſt to ryſe agayne, 


Noz none lo depe plonged in diſtreſſe 

Noꝛ with diſpaire noz wahope ouer lapne, 
But that there is ſome hope left certaine 
To yeue him comfozte,ſeruypnge his entent, 
To be releued whan me lyſt allent. 


The erth is clad in motlayes whyte #rede, 
Whan Eſtas entreth with vrolettes ſote, 
The greues are grene, à in euery mede 

The bawm ſteteth which doth to herts bote: 
Anuguſt paſſed, againe in to the rote 

By courſe of nature þ vertue doth reſozte, 

To te uolucion ofkynde J me repozte, 


Who ould than debarre me to be double, 
Sith doubleneſſe longeth to me ofright: 
Rowe lyke ſomer nowe with winter trouble, 
Now blinde of loke derke as p cloudy nyght, 
Nowe glad ofchere ofherte mery & lyghte: 
They be but foles againemy myght to mule 
Oz me atwite though Imp power ble. 


Selde oꝛ neuer J byde not in one poynt, 
Men muſt at lowpes take me as they fynde, 
Ind whan J ſtande furtheſt out of iopnt 

To ſet folkes backwarde farr behynde 

Than wozldly men with their eyen blynd 
Doe complayne bpon my doubleneſſe, 
Call me than the frowarde falſe goddeſſe, 


Thus by your wzytig & marueilous liagage 
Jam diſclaundzed of mutabilite, x 
Dherofby ryght J catche great zuauntage 


Leaf.crrtv. 


SythDdoubleneſſe noſclaunderis tome, 
Whiche is a percel of my liberte: 


Co be called by tytle of ryghtwylneſſe 
8 Ol chaunges newe lady and pꝛinceſſe. 


Thus whan foztune had ſapd her wyl 
Parcell declared of her gouernaunce, 

Made a ſtint and ſoberly ſtode ſtyll, 

Jhon Bochas ſate a herde al her dalyaunce, 
Feareful of chere, pale of cotintdnaunce 

In oꝛder enpꝛinted eche thynge ß che lapde, 
Ful demure thus he dyd abzayde, 


he toke bpon him vertue and coꝛage 


Upon a poynte fo2 to abyde ſtable, 


Certes (quod he) lyke to thy vylage 
All woꝛldly thiges be double a chaungeable, 
Pet foz my parte by remembzaunce notable, 


IAqhal perfourme ſouthlyif J tonne, 


This litel boke that J haue begonne, 


And leſt my labour dye not ndz appall 

Df this boke the tytle foz toſaue, 
Among myne other lytel wozkes all 

With letters large aboue vpo my graue 
This bookes nameſhall in ſtone be graue: 
Howe J Jhon Bochas in eſpecial — | 
Ot wozldly pꝛinces waitten haue the fall, 


Of whyche empꝛiſe the cauſe to Diſtrine 
Thys was firſt grounde, J wyl not deny, 
Toeſchewe ſlouth and vyces all my lyue, 
And ſpectally the vyce ofglottony, 

Which is nozice vnto lecherp: 

This was chefe cauſe why J vndertoke 
The compplacion of this lytie boke, 


Pet by thy talkyng a8 J vnderſtande 

Eche thing here ok nature is chaungeable, 
Itter thy ſentence both on ſee # lande, 

pet coude J reken thynges that be table 
As vertuous lyfe abydyng vnmutable, 
Set hole to godwarde of wyl & thought, 
Maugre thy power,# ne thaũgeth nought. 


1 | - 
Thoumapylt eke call vitd remembzaunce 
Thinges made ſtable by grace whiche is de⸗ 
Halt thou not herde ß perleueratice (uyne 
Of holy martirs whych lyſt not to decline | 


Fro Chryſtes fayth tyl they dyd fpnez 


Thy whele in them had none intereſſe 
To make them vary fro their tableneſſe, 


A man that is enarmed in vertue 
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Againe thy t to make teliſtence, 
And ſet his truſt by grace in Chʒiſt Jeſu 
And hath al hole his hertely aduertence 
On ryghtwtſneſſ$,fozce,and on pzudence, 
With theyꝛ (uſter called Ittemperaunce, 


 Yath a ſauetondute againe thy variaunce. 


They let no ſto2e by thy double whele, 

With ſuppoꝛtacion of other ladyes thze 
Their truſt ſtãd not in plate. mayle,oz ſtele, 
But in thele vertues faythe hope a charite, 
Called vertues theologice: 3 
Which wyth the ko wre afoze here ſpecified 


Thy whele aud the haue vtterlp defied. 


s might flye to heauen, 


If IJ with wyn 
ſe thou haſt nothyng adone 


There choulde 


3 
With Jupiter, noz the planetes ſeuen, 

With Phebus, Mats, mertury, noz the mone 
But woꝛldly koles crip late and ſone 
Such as be blent oꝛ dyzked with lewdneſſe, 


By falſe opinion call the agoddeſſe, 


Giltes ok grace, noꝛ giftes of nature, 

Almeſſe dede done with humilite, 

Lone and cõpaſſion be ferre out ot᷑ thy cure 
Semelineſſe ſtrength doũtpe oz beaute 
Uertuouſly vſed in their degre, 

Gaine non ok theſe thy power may not ſtretch 
Foz who is vertuous lytel of thee doth reich. 


Of thy conditions to let another pꝛeke, 
Which foles vſe in their aduerſite 

Foz extulacion, as ſomtyme lapeth a thefe 
Wyan he is hanged it was his deſtyne, 
Atwiteth foꝛtune ok his iniquite, 

As the had power # dominacion 

To rule man by wyl againe reaſon, 


Foz whych quod Jhon Bochas in party deſo- 


To determin luch heauenly hid lecrees, (late 
To tho that be deuines ok eſtate 

J remit ſuch vncouth pztuitees: 

And w Poetes that be oflowe degrees 
Jeſchewe to clunbe to hye a loft 


Leſt foz pzeſumpcion I chuld not kal ſoft, 


But ik J had hyd in my cozage 
Such milteries of diuine pzoutdence, 


Without enuy J would in plaine langage 


Uttre them by wzitinge with hüble reuerfce: 
Pꝛedeſtpnacion nouther pꝛeſcience 
Not appertaine foꝛtune vnto the 


© Indfoz mypart I wyl excuſe me. | 


Ind pꝛocede lyke as J bndertoke 

After that J tolde my matere 

Ok kal of pzinces foz to wzyte a boke, 

But yet afoꝛe if thou wouldeſt here 

I deſire of hole herte and entere 

Tohauea copte of pzinces names al, 
Which fro thy whelethou haſt made to fal. 


—— _ ſtozies 
1dzy pꝛinces how they their life 
Of their triumphes and victozies muy 
Which olde Poetes and Philoſophers (ad 
n meter and pꝛoſe compiled haue an rad, 
ong their laudes their fautes eke reſerued, 
By remembzaunce as they haue deſerned, 


Olk which J haue put ſome in memozy, 


Theron let my ſtudy andlaboure 

So as J coude to their encreaſe of glozy, 
Though ot ligage J had but ſmal fauoar, 
Caule Caliope didme no ſocour, 

Foꝛ which thou haſt duringe al this while 
Rebuked me ol my rude ſtyle, 


Men would attoũpt it were a great dulneſe 


But if langage tonueied be by pzudence, 


Out declared by ſobze aupſeneſſe, 
Under ſuppozt fauoured by defence 

Df Tullius chefe pꝛinte ofeloquence, 
Should moze pꝛokite choꝛtly to conclude, 
Than m ſtple ſpoke in cermes rude, 


Pet oſte tyme it hath be felte and ſeyne 
Under huſkes growyng on land erable 
Hath be founde and tried out good greine, 
Under rude leaues hakynge # vnſtable 
Pulled fayze frute holeſome & delytable: 
And ſemblably where rethoꝛike hath failed, 


In blũte termes good coliſaile hath auayled. 


Phyloſophers of the golden ages, 
Ind Poetes that founde out freche ditces, 
As king Amphion w his fatrelangages | 
And w his harpig made folke of low degrees 


And laboꝛers tenhabyte firſte cytees: 


And ſo by muſyke and hyloſophp 
Gan firſte of commons noble policy. 


{The chefe of muſike is melody & accozde, 
Well of Phfloſophy (pzang out of pzudence, 
By whych two meanes gan vnitpe a acoꝛde 
With politike vertae to haue their aſiftence, 
Witemen to reigne. ſubiectes do reuerence: 
And by this grounde in ſtoztes men _—_ 
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Were bylte the walles of Thebes the citie. 


Fccozde in mulykecauleth the melody 

Where is diſcoꝛde there is diuerſite, 

And where is peace is pzudent policy, 

n eche kingdome and euery great countre 
trife firſt induced by thy duplirite: 

Foz which © mailt as clerkes thee diſcryues, 
Be called lady of contekes and of ſtriues. 


Fyꝛſt were kounde out hateful deuyſions 
By thy contriued falſe mutabilitees, _ .. 
Slaughter, debate, frowarde dyſcencions, 
Jn regions, pꝛouintes, and citees: 
Delolacions of townes and of countrees, 
here ot men had firſte experience 1 
By thy chaungeable gery violence. 


Thus by the opinton of thy whele double 
As fayze by nature as it was poſſible, . 


Ouerthwertly thou bꝛoughteſt mẽ in troble, 


Madeſt eche to other froward and odible, - 
By thy traines bncouth and terrible, 

Lyke as a cozſer maketh coltes Þ be wylde, 
With ſpurte # whyp to be tame and mylde. 


Chus by the tempeſt of thine aduerſitees, 
To make men moze tame of their cozages, 
In their diſcozdes twene kyngdoms a citees 
After the Charpenes ok thy cruel rages, 
Onelp by ſpeche # meane of faire langages, 
Folke by thy fraude fro grace ferre exyled 
Were by faire ſpeche to vnpte reconlued. 


People ok Grece.of Rome, ⁊ of Cartage, 

Kexte in Jtaple with many a region _ 

Were induſed by lwetneſle of faire langage 

To haue togither their conuerſacion, 

To buylde caſtels and many a royal toun: 

What cauſed this to tell in bziefe the fourme, 
But eloquence rude people to enkourme: 


Afoze tyme they were but beaſtial 

Tyl they to reaſon by lawes were cöſtrained, 
Under dilcrecion by ſtatutes natural 

Fro wilful luſtes by pꝛudece were reſtrained 
By aſſent made one a togider enchapned 

In golden cha ines of peace and bnite 

Thus gan the buylding ol enery great cite, 


But whan thou medleſt to haue an entreſſe, 


They that were one to bzing them at diſcozde 


To interrupt with thy doubleneſſe 
Citees # regions that were of one accoꝛde: 
Lyke as thys boke can beare me wel tecozde 


Which Code as yet chzouded in derkneſſe, 


Teak. cxxxvi. 


Fro thetyme that thou firſt began, 
Thy mutabilitehatyſtroyed many a man. 
Chou tauſedũ men to be obſtynate 
n their coꝛages, and incozrigible, 
Wilfal, & froward; cauſeles at debate, 


Eche to other contrarious and odible; 
Them toxefourme almoſt impoſliblez 


_ Tyl faire ſpeche voidinge diuilion 2 
Peace reconciled twene many a region. 


Foz there is none ſo furious ontrage 
= no _—_ lo — out of the WAPs 

ut meane of gracious langage 
And faire ſpeche,may a man conuay 
To al reaſon mekely foz to obey: 
By an example whyche J reherce al, 
Wele to purpoſe andhiſtozial, 


The hardy knight thecruell Achplles 
Whan hateful re aſſailed his cozage, 
There was no meane W him to treat of pees. 
To ſtyl the tempeſt of his dolefull rage, 
Daue onely this which dyd his ire aſwage, 
By attemperaunte to obey toreaſon 

Whan ofan harpe he heard the (wete ſoun. 


Which inftrument by hys great ſwetneſſe 
Put al rancour out of hys remembzaunce, 
ꝛeſted him againe to al gladneſſe 


From him auot9ing al cãcoure # grenautice: 


Semblably fapze ſpeche and daliaunce 
Set men in reſt in realmes here a yonder, 
By good langage that were terre alonder. 


With theſe wozdes Bochas wext debonaite 
Towarde foꝛtune as he caſt his loke, 
With dꝛe we his rancour and to ſpeke faire 
Touching his labour 5̊ he vpon him toks 
Beleching her foz to fozther his boke, 
That his name which was but little knowe, 
By good repozt might be further blowe, 


Chat his name might ferther ſpꝛede 


By her fauour his name fozth to lede 
Dis boke to fozther do her buſineſſe, 
By good repozte to peue it a bzyghtneſſe, 
with laureate ſtremes (had foꝛth to people al 
By kozyetfulneſſe that it neuer appall. 


This was the byl whych ß Jhon Bothas 
Made vnto foztune with ful humble style, 


Whan foztune had conceiued al his caas — 
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Soberly ſtoode and gan ſcynt a while, 
And gladof cyere afcer heganlmyle'- 
On myne auctour,and with a freſhe viſage 
In (ſentence ſpake to him chis langage, 


Sothlycquod che) I ſe the buſineg 
Of moꝛtall men, home curious 5̊ they be, 
Howe they ſtudy by greate aupſeueſſe 
Ok mp letretes foꝛ to be piu: 


And my counlails, pe men do al pour papne 


Albe that tightly'ye map not therto attayxne. 


In this mattet your wptdoth neuer faynt 
p maginyng my ipkeneſſe in pout mynde, 
Lyke your conceytes pe ſoꝛge me t painte 
Somtyme a woman W winges let behinde, 
Ind poꝛttayen me with eyen 5 ben blynde: 
Cauſe of al this bzefely to expꝛeſſe. 

Js your ownecouetous blyndneſſe, 


Pour appetites moſt ſtraunge # dyuers 
And euer full ofchaunge and doubleneſſe, 
Frowarde alſo malicious and peruers , 

By haſtye dymbing to woꝛchip # riches, 
Il wap voyde of trouth and ſtableneſſe?⸗- 
Moſt pꝛeſũptuous. ſerche out in al degrees, 
Fallty to attayne to woudip dignitees. 


Bochas Bochas J perteiue euery thyng, 
And knowe full wele the great difference 
Hyd in thy ſelfe of woꝛdes and thynkyng, 
Atwene them both the diſconuentenice: 

Dalt thou not wziten many great ſentence 
In thy boke to ſclaundꝛe wyth my name, 
Ok hole entent my maners to defamee 


Thou calleſt me ſtepmother molt vnkpnde, 
And ſomtpme a falſe enchauntreſſe, 
A mermaide with a taile behind, 
Ot ſcoꝛne ſomwhyle me nampng a goddeſſe, 
Somtpmea witch, ſomtyme a ſozcereſſe, 
Fynder ok murdꝛe and of diſceites al, 
Thus of malice moztal men me call. 


Al this is done in dyſpite of me 
By accuſacion in many ſondzp wyle, 
Pe oft appechemp mutabilite | 
. Namely wha J your requeſtes dodiſpyſe, 
Foz toaccomplytſhe pour gredy couetile: 
VOhan pe fayle pe lay on me the wyte 
Ok pour aduer ſitees, me faiſly to atwite. 


Ind thou ol purpoſe foz teſlaundzems 


Haſt wꝛiten bngoodly a cõtrarious fable, 
Howe J wzeltled wyth glad pouerte, 
To whole party thou were fauourable, 
Setteſt me abacke, gayne meÞ were vengea: 
Nowe ofnewe requirelt my fanour (ble 
The fox to helpe and fozther thy labour, 


Aſcaunce'J am of maners moſt chaungeable, 


| „PO conditions very fempnine, 
To knowe the conceites yd within mo., 


Now here now ther as þ wynde vnſtable, 
By thy dilcripcion and by thy doctrine, 
To cuery chaungeredy to enclyne: 


As women ben and tẽ dꝛe of age 
Which of nature be diners o cozage, 


But foz to further in party thyne entent 
That of thy bokethe pꝛoteſſe may pꝛotede, 
By my fauour tothe accompliſhment 

J am wel wplled to helpe the in thy nede, 
Like 17 deſire the better thou alt (pede, 
han J am towarde with a benigne face 
To ſpede thy ioꝛney by luppoꝛt ofiny grace, 


That thy name and alſo thy ſurname 
With Poetes and many an olde auctour, 
May be regeſtred in the houle of Fame, 
By ſuppoꝛtacion of my ſodaine fauour, 
By aſliſtence alſo of my ſocour | 
Thy woke texplete the laurer foz to wyn 
At Saturninus I wyl that thou begin, 


Che fyʒtt Chapiter. 


8 ¶ Here reherſeth Foztune her tondicions bn 


to Bothas, ewyng how many one the 
enhaunceth foz a time , and anone 
after them NEE ouerthzo⸗ 


Monge Romapns this ſatd Sa- 
turnyne 

as outragious of conditiös, 

C.auled in Rome whi he gan ma⸗ 
Alygne 

debates and great ſedicions: 

And by hys frowarde conſpiracions 

He was Carpe enemy agapne the pzudet tuge 

Called Metellus, deuoide of al refuge, 


Fro the Capitole ſet with mighty hande 
Founde no ſocour Metellus in the toun , 
Che lame tyme thou alt bnderſtande 
Howeby mp helpe and ſuppoztacion 


One 
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One that was ſmal of reputation | 
Called Glaucus, in pouert bzought lowe 
Made Conlulere,the tozy is well knowe, 


 Aſeruaunt firſt and almoſt ſet at nought, 
And afterwarde J made him foztunate, 
Left neuer tyll I had hym bꝛought 

By a pzerogatifechole of the Senate, 
To be a pzetour an office of eſtate, 
Which alſo wzought by conſpiration 

To bzpng Metellus to deſtraction, 


Of whole aſſent there was alſo another 
Called Parius beyng the ſame yere 
Texplete this treaſon their [woꝛne bzother, 
which was allo that tyme a Conſulere: 

J foztune made them full good chere 

Lyke their deſpzes gaue them liberte, 

To banyſhe Metellus out of their cite, 


Of thele the Romains the firſt Saturnine, 
And Glaucus was called the ſeconde, 
Ind Matius layde out hoke and lyne 
As J haue tolde Metellus toconfounde, 
To their purpoſe J was alſo founde 

Fauourable, to bzyng them to miſchefe 
As their ſtoʒy cheweth an open pete. 


They banyched hym out of Rome toun 

And Saturninus by hys (ubtell wozkyng 
Clambe vp faſt of pzeſumpcion * 
To be called of Rome loꝛde and kyng, 

gaue hym fauour by a maner falſe ſmiling 
Tyll at the laſt playnly to declare 

Ok his diſtruction J bzought him in $Cnare, 


The Senatours knowyng the malyce 
Ol Saturne which made a great gadꝛyng 
Ok lundꝛp folke,caſtyng in his auyce 
By theyz fauour he might be called kyng, 
All this while ofhis vpclymbyng 
I Gewed hym duryng a longe ſpace, | 
Him to diſceyue a full benigne face. 


Tyll Marius a mighty Conſulere 

To withſtande his pzelumption (229 
Roſe with ſtronge hande, # with a knyghtly 
Beſethys palays about enupzon, (chere 
Bꝛake hys gates amyd of the toun: 

And Saturninus vopde of all fauout 

To the Capitoyle fled foz (uccour, 


De was fozbarred by Marius of vitaple, 
The Capitople beſieged rounde aboute, 


Leaf.crrrvil: 
At the entryng was a tronge batayle 


On outher party ſlayne a great route: 


Thus of my fagour he gan ſtande in doute, | 
Thus Saturninus bꝛougyt in gret diſttelle 
His good acheted lol all his ryche lle. 


Experience full openly men leareth 


Suche as hyeſt ther vpon aſcende 


Lyte as the turne of my whele requireth 
Whan they leſt wene. doun they hall diſcede: 


They haue no power them ſelte to defende 


Agayne my might, when they be ouerthzow 
LOhar do than but laughe a makeamow, 


Dꝛulus alſo bozne of great Iynage 

Ind diſcended of full hye noblelſe 
Unto vertue contrary of his cozage, 
Frowarde founde to all gentlenelſe, 
Pet choſe he was the ſtoʒy doth expꝛeſſe 
Queſtour of Jlye an offyce of hye degre, 
Foz his byzthe to gouerne that countre, 


But oft tyme vertue noꝛ gentleneſſe 

Come nat to heires by ſucceſſion, 
ErapleinD2uſus the tozy bereth witneſſe, 
LOyich bothe of cozage and dilpoſicion 

Das euer frowarde of coudicion: 

Foz which let mendeme as they muſt aedes, 
Nat after bythe but after the dedes. 


Uertues all in hym were let aſyde, ' 

Slowe to be armed, hated chinalry, 

Moſt couetous, deynous, kull of pꝛyde, 

His dedes frowarde, full of trecherp, 

To hie eſtate J dyd hym magnify: 

Petal my giftes in hym ne might streiche, 
Foꝛ here tokoze thee he cõmeth like a wzetche; 


= dare foꝛ ſhame nat (hewehis viſage 

o farrediſclaundzed is his wzetchedneſſe, 
His couetpſe, and vicious outrage, 

Falſely cauſed by hys doubleneſle: 
Magulduſa a pzynce of great nobleſſe, 
Betrayſhed was foz mede to the kyng 
Called Boccus by Dꝛuſus falſe wozbyng. 


What maner turmet oꝛ what greuous payne . 
Were copetent couenable oz condigne 

To him that can outwarde flatter a fayne, 
And in his hert couertly maligne: 

As Dꝛuſus dyd which chewed many ſigne 
To Maguldula of loue and frend}yhede, 
Underneth falle treaſon hydde in dede. 10 
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But Maguldula ſyke a manly knyght 
Gayne king Boctus hath hilelfe loccoured, 
Whan he by dome was iudged agayne ryght 
Of an olyphaunt foz to be deuoured; 
Scaped frely,and after that laboured 

To acquite hym lelfe though his hie renoun 
© Slew falſe Dzuſus mpd of Kome toun 


Bochas alſo men put the lacke in me 

That J was taule of the deſtruction 

By my coatrarious mutabilyte 

Ok the notable famous Scipion, | 
Which in the tyme of Senſozyn Caton 
Gate the triumphe foz many great bictozy, 
To put his name perpetually in memozy, 


Fo: his merites choſe a Conſulere 

Ind chefe bychop to gouerne their cite, 

To all the Senate patron molt entere, 
Molt famous ofname and dignite, 

Saued Romayns from all aduerſite: 

Tyme whan the werre dꝛedekull x diſpptous 
Gan atwene Pompey and Ceſar Julius. 


Thus whan the ſayde famous Stipion 
Was thꝛough my fauoꝛ acopted moſt notable 
He fro my whele ſodenly was thzowe doun 
Which neuer in woꝛd no2 Dede was culpable: 
But the Romains malicious and vnſtable, 
By theyꝛ hangman firſt chapned in pzyſon, 
After racked,there gayned noraunſon, 


Thus he that had anayled them ſo ofte, 

To laue hym ſelfe founde ſuccour on no ſpde: 
His dead body they henge it hye alofte 

Foz a ſpectacle longe there to abyde, 

Thus geryſhly my gyftes J deuyde 
Stoũdmeale nowe frende nowe aduerſary, 
Kewarde good with guerdons ful contrary, 


This was experte full well in Scipio, 
Gan with idye and ended in wꝛetchedneſſe: 
Bochas remembꝛe make hereof mencion 
Ind of Fanaticus how J of gentleneſſe 
Made him alcende to notable hye pzowefle, 
pet bokes ſape touchyng his kynrede 
Manly of perſon, a chozle bozne in dede, 


Fo: my diſpozte with a glad vyſage 

I (et hym vp full hye vpon my whele, 
Gaue hym loꝛdchyp out of low ſeruage, 
To do him fauour itlykedme full wele: 
Wherfoze Bochas his ſtoꝛy euery dele 
Note it well, and in eſpectall 


How he by ſleyght came to eſtate royall, 


By fleyghty fainyng to dyuers folke he tolde 
How that he ſpake w Stirta the goddeſle, 
At euery houre playnly whan he wolde, 

Ok pzeſumption diſcrined her lpkeneſſe: 
Sapde alſo how che ol her goodneſſe 

Had graunted himchys ſtate to magnyfy) 
Duryng his life a ſprite of pzophely, 


And furthermoze the people foz to blynde 


Wwe fantaſied by a crafte vncouth 

thin a ſhale the tozy maketh mynde 
Ok a nut to haue fyzein hys mouthe, 
Blew it ſparkling noꝛth and ſouthe: 
Alky2med (wherwith folke were blent) 
It was a ſpirite to hym from heuen lent, 


By which he wzought many great bertue, 
Gadzed people tyll he had in dede 

Two thouſande churies at hys retinue, 
Whiche after warde his purpoſe foz to ſpede 
To ſyxty thouſande encreaced as Jrede: 
1A ſuffred all, ſerued hym at the tyde 

Tyll all the courte grutched at hys pzyde; 


Though of byꝛthe he was but a vileyns 
Role vpofnought by ſodeyne auenture, 
My gery fauour made hym to be ſeyne 
Nopal of poꝛte, dyd hys buſy cure 

To raple hys baner ware a cotearmure: 
And by gracious luppoꝛtacion, 
Bꝛought great people to his ſubiection. 


It the laſt my luſt gan appall 
Towarde him not beynge fauourable, 
Down fro my whele anoue J made him kal: 
Foz by Romains was ſent a great conſtable 
Called Pozpenna a pꝛinte full notable, 
Whiche fpll on him, yenquiThed him anone, 
Slewe g outrayed his churles euerychone, 


=_ ſelfe was hanged bpon an hye gybet, 
ome of his mepny was caſt in pzyſon, 
Thus to his pꝛyde JJ gaue a great tripet, 
And fro my whele J caſt him low doun 
In his moſte hyeſt dompnacion: 
Toke nohede, where he dyd la 
Foz with no man, J do alway ſo 


Bochas quod fozttine, take good hede allo 
Howe J can bothe further and dilauaple, 
Foz enſample ſe howe Ithenpo, 
That whylom was a chepherde in Itaple 1 


(ne 
02 mours 
rne, h 


of John 2Bachas 


A bꝛigaunt after marchauntes to aſſapie 
Lape in wapyte beſyde a great mountapne, 
Of fugiriues he was made a captapne. 


Slewe firſt his lozde a ryche Senatour, 
By violence bzake many a ſtronge pꝛilon, 
Ind fo2 a tyme.J gaue hym great tauour 
To gather robbours about him enuy2on; 
Ill thechurles of that region 

He aſſembled thzough his iniquite, 
To holde a werte with Rome the cite, 


Beſteged caſtels bꝛake doun mighty tours, 
Slewe and robbed about in eche conntre, | 
S popled palayſes of mozthy Senatours, 
Tytle had he none ſaue tytle of volunte: 
Toke vpon hym of pꝛide and cruelte 

Fo: to beclad in purple lyke a kyng, 

Bare a (cepter amonge his men ridyng, 


Uponhis head ozdapned foꝛ the nones 

His golden heare treſſed lyke an emperour, 
A coyfe enbzouded all of ryche ſtones, 

Me lpſt to laughe that a faiſe robbour 

By W of my gery kauour 
Which laſt nat longe,foz after in chozt whyle 
As is my cuſtome  dyd hym begyle. 


I ſaffred hym and made hym fapned chere 
IS J haue doen to other mo full ofte, 
Tyll downe fro Rome was (ent a Conſulere 
Which toke hun pꝛoudly, @ henge him alofte, 
Dis churles ſlapne, a (ome of them nat ſofte 
n cheynes bounde, foꝛ choꝛte concluſion 
ere dempt by lawe to die in pziſon, 


By whiche ſtoꝛy Bothas thou mayſt lere 

A great party of my condicion, 

But now in haſt a ſtoꝛy thou Galt here 
Howe in the pere fro the foundacion 

Moꝛe than ſixty. C. I meane of Rome toun, 
Was a gatheryng a great company 
Together (wozne, by falſeconſpyzacy, 


Them to withdꝛaw fro the obeyſante 
Ok a Tribune called Clodoue, 

Which foꝛ knighthode had gouernaunce 

And was (ent downe from Rome cyte 
With myghty hande to rule a great countre 
Called Champapne, and playnlye foz to (ay 
Che people there lyſt hym nat obay. 


Thze ſcoxe and four wert ol them in numbze 
Chat named were chefe conſppꝛatours, 
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LOhiche þ caſt the their captapne to encob2e 
W multitude of theues # robbours: (tours 
Whiche chaſe amonge the to be their ſuppoꝛ⸗ 


The mighty captapnes, of which there was 


Called Spartharcus chefeſt ofechone. (one 


Gadꝛed churles made them ſeife ſtronge, 


On an bye hyll tote their dwellyng place, 
Hauing no regarde were it right oz wzonge 
To ſpople the countre, beaſtes toenchace: 

J cheriſhed them with a benigne face 

Foz a ſeaſon, and gaue them liberte 

By falſe rauyne to robbe the countre. 


What thing is moze cruel tn compariſon, 


And moze vengeable of wyll a nat of ryght 


Than whana churle hath domination: 


 Lacke ofdiſcretion blyndeth lo the ſyght 


Ok comuners foz defaute of lyght, 
When they haue power coũtreis to gouerne, 
Fare lyke a beaſt that can nothyng dilcerne, 


Gladiatozs folkes dyd them call, | 
Foz their (wozdes wer with ſtele made kyne 
Foz to fight gayne wilde beaſtes all, 

As lyons, beares, bozes, and wylde ſwynez 
And the mountayne where they dyd lyne 
Called Uenuſe, and thꝛough their cruelte 
Slewe and robbed about in cche countre. 


Spartharchus was their chefe captayne 
B2ought vp of nought & bozne of low degre, 
But Claudius a mighty ſtronge Romapne 
Was ſent with power fro Rome the cite 

Foz to defende and ſane the countres 
The hyll beſteged befoze them as he lay 

He was rebuked, beate, and dꝛiuen away, 


Many of them that kept the mounntapne 
Were hurte that day, the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Imoges uy was flaine a great captayne 
That was felow vnto Spartharchus, 

As I fyndehehight Jaomaus: ; 
Foz whoſe deth was take ſo great bEgearce, 
(That all 0 countre felt therot greuaunce. 


They ofthe mountayne all of one aſſent 

Without mercy oz remiſſion, | 

Moſt vengeable haue robbed and bꝛent 

Ill the tountre about them enuy2on, | 

Tyll two Conſulers came fro Rome doun: 

The firſt of them called Lentulus, 

Both put to tight by 8 ſayd . 0 
8 ro 
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Wherof the romayns greatly diſmayed, 
The Senatours of indignacion 

Bothe aſhamed a in them lelte affrayed 
Seat one Craſſus a great loꝛde ot᷑ the toun, 
With the nombze of a legion: 

And whan p he on Spartharcus fy:fte let 
Slewe of his men, lixe. M. whan they met. 


And after warde beſyde a great ryuer 
Called Salapꝛe they had a great batayle, 
Where Spartharcus ſtode in great daunger 


Foz his chere and countenaunce gan faple; 


Thurty thouſande clad in plate # maple 
Were flayne þ dap, there gapned no raunſon 


All their capitayns aſſignedto pꝛiſon. 


he flayne was by them he trulled moſte. 


By whicheenſample notable of remẽbꝛaũte 
Shewed heretofoze John Bochas vnto the, 


Thou mapſt know in party my puyſaunce, 


My ſodayne chaunges,zimy mutabylite: 
Ind fox to auoyde all ambuguite | 
To declare the ſumme ofmyneentent, 


Great Marius to thee J do pꝛelent. 


Blacke his wede and his habyte alſo 

His heed vnkempt, his lockes hoꝛe and gray, 
His lokedowne caſt in token ot (ozow a wo 
On his chekes the lalte teares lay, | 
Whiche bare recoꝛde of his deadly affray: 


-» Wherfoze Bochas do thy penne dzeſre 


Without all this as made is mencion 
Sixty thoulande in the felde lay dede, 
And ſire thouſande were ſent to pꝛilon: 
The felde-with blonde ſtayned # made rede, 
And fourſcoze, P.quakyng in their dzede 
Were thylke day after the romapne gyle 
Take to mercp, recepued to fraunchyle, 


And Spartharcus at miſchefe put to flight, 
Wyan J from him turned mp vilage 

He loſte chere, he loſt alſo his might 

Whan J appalled the fyne of his paſſage: 
And foz he was a charle of his lynage, 

Ok his encrees J lpked nothyng wele, 
Therfoze vuwarly J caſt him fro my whele. 


Of my maners to make agreatter.p;efe 
There was another famous greate robbour 
Which thzough Spayne,was a diſciaundzed 
And fo2 he dꝛed of mſtice the rigour, (theke 
Truſting he ulde fynde in me ſocour 
Called Urinatus he Spayne anon fozſoke, 
And to Rome the right way he tote. 


Gadꝛed meyny ok his condycion 

Of euerp ſecte to make him lelke ſtronge, 
Theues and robbours ok euerp region, 
Man a churle was medled them amonge: 
His name tencreace were it right oz wzonge 
Wyat euer he gate in cyte oz village, 

With his (oudpours he parted the pyllage. 


Thus bp my helpe he came to greate richeſſe, 
Whyicy bꝛought in pꝛide and pꝛelumpeion, 
He nat pzouyded of my doubleneſſe 

Gan to maligne agapne Rome toun: 

But by the pzudence of laſt Scipion 

Sonne of Lepidus, makyng therof no boſte, 


- Todiſctyuehis moztall upnelle. 


His robe ſtayned was with romayne blode, 
His ſwozde aye redy whet to do vengeaunce 
Lyke a tyzaunt molt furyoug and wode, 

In ſlaughter c murd2e ſet all his pleſaunce: 
Pet nat fo2thy J gauehim gouernaunce, 
Ouer the people, toſe on my whele vp faſt 
But as vnwarelydowne J dyd him caſt, 


Twenehim a Scilla p woful deadly ſtryues 
At large yerafter Bochas thou ſhalt wayte, - 
How many romapnes loſt by the their lines 
I wpll alſo in ozdze that thou endyte, 

And if J Gall rebuke them and atwyte 

Is I fro nought made them in honour ſhine, 
So J againwarde made the in milchef fine, 


Foꝛget nat alſo, the deadly pytous fate 
Of him that was ſo notable in his lpfe, 
gone the great famous Mithzidate 

ole name is pet full couthe and ryfe, 
To whom J gaue a great pzerogatyfe, 


Fourty wynter, the dede was well lene, 


Agapne Romapus the werre to ſuſtene. 


Foz whiche herafter J gyue it the in charge 
Of Withzidate, the ſtozp ſet alonge 
han thou haſte leyſer & a ſpace large, 
Remember his conqueſt #his dedes tronge: 
And howethat J medled me amonge 
Fo: al his nobleſſe and his felicite, 
Co peue him parte of great aduerlite. 


Next in oꝛdze after her owne choys 

Foꝛtune vntruſty vpon eche party, (thops 
To John Bochas bothe conuaped fro Par- 
Stronge Herodes, reignynz in Parthy, oh 


of John Bochas 


10 John (quod He)take hede of this ozy: 
All his kinred yt it be well out ſought | 
Wer by Scithies chaled a bzought to nought 


And pet foz al my mutabylite - 

Some of them whyle they ſtode diſpayzed 
I reſtozed vnto their dignite: 

Unto which whan they were repayzed, 
This Herodes was hindzed and apayzed 
By chaunges, foz his hatefull pzide, 
Whan he leſt wende vn warelp ſet aſyde, 


' Suyng after within a lytle whyle 

This geryche lady of condicion, 

Gan an pll laughing falſely foz to ſmyle 
Lokyng on Bochas bzought with her doun 
A mighty pzince which in Rome toun 

Had in his dayes notable pzice and fame, 
All be that che expzeſled nat his name, 


Bochas than his head gan downe declyne 
Seyng that pꝛynce of facediſfigured, 
Ok lulpection gan to ymagyne: - _ 
Phan he his mynde fully hath recured 
By tertayne tokens a ſygnes well aſſured, 
t was Pompey ſurquedous of eſtate 
hich with Celar ſo longe was at debate. 


Dilconlolate though his vnhappye caas, 
His face ſopled with water of the (ce, 
Tyme whan Fotynus and cruel Achpllas 
Dꝛowned hys body of furyous enmpte, 
His face diſfigured at the ſolempnyte 
With (mbkes blake deadly and moztall, 
Called of clerkes the feaſt funerall. 


Codꝛus cauſed thecozps was bzent 

And coniumed into aches deed, 
To Ceſar after his head was bozne and ſent 
Upon a pole, hys ſtozy who lyſt rede: 

After all this Bochas toke good hede 

How foztune by a maner mockerp 


In ſcozne ofhym, gan thus to ſpecify, 


Ap to the heauen after his deuyſe 
I gan enhaunce and encreaſe hys glozy, 
By my fauour J gaue hym many a pzyſe 
"Conqueſt of kynges w many great victozy, 
And moꝛe to put his nobleſſe in memozy, 
By my ſuppozt though his chiualry- 
With Ceſar Julius to holde champarty, 


Ind while that I my fauour dydappiye 
Towarde him his victozies to allure, 


- 
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His fame aroſe tyll that in Theſſalye 

Dune withdzaw his party to ſucconre, 
ufferyng his enemies make diſcomfiture 

Upon this Pompey, hyndzed in my ſyght 

When to Leſbos at miſchefe toke hys flyght. 


By the ſeruauntes of yonge Tholome 
Keygning in Egypt, Pompey in his dꝛede 
Was take & ſla zhe counde no helpe in me, 
I gaue him vp and lo he loſt his hede: 

Pet ot my chaunges no man taketh hede, 
Nozhow vnſurely I caſt mydzcdefull loke, 
Saue thou art buly to ſet them in thy boke. 


Bochas aſtonied partell of her pꝛeſence, 
Bothe of chere, face, and countenaunce, 

Ind this whyle hauyng his aduertence, 
Thought he ſawe a maner reſemblaunce 

Ok a perſon which ſtode in great greuaunce: 
Cyll at laſt foꝛtune caſt her ſyght 
Towarde Bochas, and tolde what he hyght. 


This ig (quod che) plapnly to termine 

The famous man p2ynce ofeloquence 

That gaue to Latynes þ ſcole # the doctrine 
Of Retyozike,as well of that ſcience: 

Foz whiche J wyll thou doe thy diligence 

To waite with other ofthys Tullius, 

Ill the caſe,and gyn at Marius. 


Theſe wozdes layde foꝛtune made an ende, 
She bete her wynges and toke her to flyght, 
tan nat ſe what way Ge dyd wende 


Saue Bochas telleth lite an angel! bꝛyghe 


It her departyng ſhe Geweda great lyght: 
But aſſone as ſhe gandilapere, 
He totze his penne and wzote as ye (hal here. 


¶ dowe Sapug Marius of lowe 
byzth bozne, came to hie eſtate, 
we blent wh — 
after mann grea y | 
dyed at myſchefe. 


the man 
lied in hys tyme Gapus 

x — fTuſcan 
Bozneat Apꝛina acaſtell of Tul 
Sonneofa carpenter the ſtoꝛpe telleth thus 


durſued armes manly and vertuous: 
Ehzough all MOI 00447 that Counere, 


| 
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Teat᷑.cxx xit. 


ere Bochas gynneth to tell of | | 


SS: 2 as 7 : 


1 


The ſirte boke. 


Was there no man holde lo ſtronge as he. 


Dilcyplyne and great ſubtylite 
He had alſo as bokes ſpecify, 
Pꝛudence, manhod e, and habylite 
Bothe in armes and in chyualry, 

Moſte famous holde towarde the party 
Win a while, myne auctougſaythe certayne, 
Chole a Tribune, and a great capitapne. 


But fro the gynnyng of his tendze age 

As hiſtozies put in remembꝛaunce,. 

He was pꝛicked ſo ſoze in his coꝛage 

Sy a gredy kret, of longe contynuaunce, 
Neuer to ſtaunche with none habundaunce: 
The woꝛlde, no2 foꝛtune w all their richelle, 
Suffyſed nat to appeaſe his gredyneſſe. 


Entring a temple he founde a diupnour, 
Counſayled him there by is diuynayle 
Toentre Rome, and holde thereſotour, 

BY good auice, and knightly apparaple: 
Made him pzomyſe that he oulde nat faple 
To attayne by fauour of the commonte, 

To great office and tate in the cyte. 


Fauour of commons bꝛought hi to hie eſtate, 
By them recepued vnto dignyte 

Of Conſulere,albe that the Denate 

Yad diſdayne of his felicire, 

Bytaule he was bozne of lowe degre: 
Graunted tohim after by the toun 

To conquere realmes by a commiſſpon. 


He gate the pzouince,thzough his hie renoun 
Of Numedp, as he dyd them aſſayle, 

And tobe the kyng ol that region 

Called Jugurtha, pzoudly in bataple: 
. —— * — —— 
He gate p trumphe, thꝛough p town ryding, 
 Bycauſle onely foz raking oeh king. dan 


And foꝛ he was a perfon ſo notable 

Foz many a famous ſodapne virtozy, 
228 — conqueſt —— | 
To all the comonsg,as put is in memoꝛy 
And why e l renome #glozy 
By the opinyon hole of the eye? 
In his hande lay all theit pꝛoſperite. 


Thẽ to conquere krõ Rome he was lent do 
Alſo agaynſt the boyſfons enoys 


un 


... Thzon 
With pꝛiſoners of ſundzy regions 
Entred Rome to his encreace of glozy, 
Witz ſperiali laudes notable of memozy: 

EY Fãirſt the triumphe, a guerdon lingulere, 

Igayne a people þ called was Cymbꝛoyss 


All them he bꝛought to ſubiection, 
Like as Romatns had afoze deſp2ed, 
Becanſe thei had againe their town cõſpired. 


They toke vpon them of falſe pzeſumption 
Topaſle all the mountaines of Itapie, 
Firſt diſcomfited as made is mencion 

Thze Romapne dukes felly in batayle, 
Fourſtoꝛe thouſand clad in plate and mayle 
Slapne of Romapns 5 ſtop is well knowe, 
Under the Alpes at milcyefe ouerthzowe, 


This Matius of marciall auenture | 
n Germany had a great batayle, * * 
ith Tewtobochus a gyaunt of ſtature, 
Put firſt to flyght with al his apparayle: 
Foz Marius dyd hym ſo ſoze aſſayle 

At the chace pꝛoudly bozne to grounde, 
Maugre his might take # in chaynes bon de. 


Marius after with his hoſte hym dzewe 
Towarde þ people of Cimbzoys foz to fight, 
Two hundzed people I fynde ofthehe ewe, 
Eight thouſand take, thꝛe.M. put to flight; 
Kyng Bolerus a full famous knight. 
Slapne in the kelde foz all his great pꝛyde 
Agapne Marius lpke as he dyd ryde. 


Chat day of Cibzoyes was al þ people flaine' 
The women after he lyſt nat to reſerue, 


pet they pꝛofered & wolde haue ben ful faine 


Their chaſtite deuoutly to obſerue, 

In the temple ol Ueſta foz to ſerue: 

But their requeſt koꝛ he lyſt nat here, 
With him they fought echone llayne yfere, 


Except ſome whan they ſawe none other 
Remedp, ot purpole they were ſet 
Eueriche of them to ſlee & murder other: 
And ſome thought allo it was bet 

Co hange them ſelfe vpon an hye 3 
Than to abyde of Marius the outrag 
Perpetually to lyue in ſeruage. 


Thus Marius of thꝛe nations 92 75 
hys conqueſt acröplyched þ victozy, 


He tymes (yre was cholena Conſulere, 


e boyffous Etgurnors Chus foztane was to him fa uourable 
Gadꝛed together of man n CTo let him vp in wouldly dignities 


Foz 
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Foꝛ a ſealon, but fo2 the was chaungeable 
Amonge her gyltes, and great pꝛolperitees, 
She gaue him parte ot great aduerſytees: 
And ſpecially the tyme actompted, than 
Twene him & Scilla whan the werre gan. 


Lucius Scilla abyding in Champapne 
Marius at Rome tho pꝛeſent, 

Whan the deuyſion gan atwene the twayne 
Eche to other contrary of entent, 
Melancolous and impacient, 

Whiche of both (the ſtoꝛy wel concepued) 
To gouerne, ſhould loneſt be recepued. 


All ſodaynly were it right oz w2onge 
Toward Rome takinge his = 
Igayne Marius to make him ſelfe ſtronge 
Gan ſlee and burne and of great outrage 
Wylfull,and hafty,furyous of cozage 


Foz lodaine comming and vn ware violence, 


Igapne him found no relyſtence, 


Two mighty batayls he dyd with him lede, 
Entryng the cite gan thzough þ wal myne, 
Wyth one bataile faſt gan him ſpede 

To paſſe the gate called Aquylyne, 

That other gate named was Colyne: 

At whole entring by recoꝛde of the boke, 
Scilla by ſtrength the capitople toke: 


But whan Marius had knowlegyng 
(That Stilla had ſo great power # might, 
Without areſt oz lenger abydyng 

Jn to a maryſhe, Gapus anonright 

With all his people toke ſodainly his flyght: 
Fet out by ſtrength, coude hym nat defende, 
Scilla after to pziſon dyd him lende. 


Thus the pꝛoweſſe foz a whyle ſlept 

Ol Marius lying in pzylon, 

Scilla that tyme the tapitople kept 
Wherby all Rome ſtode in ſubiection: 

And ok hatred in haſte he ſent down 

A ſturdy chozle to Marius in his dꝛede 

Dh vie he lay bounde to ſmyte of his heade. 


This chozle wel compacte of bꝛaune # bones 
Set of purpole Marius foz to oppzelſe, 
Foz his ſtrength oꝛdapned toz the nones: 
To the pꝛiſon the chozle gan him faſt dzeſſe 
Where Marius was fettred in diſtreſſe, 
Fully in purpoſe without moze delay 

To behead him in pꝛilon there he lay; 


- Tyllfoztune 
Agayne this layd cruell 
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Loſing hym firſt lying on his couche 

And Marius roſe bp lyke a man, 
The choꝛle fearfull to (mite him oꝛ to touche, 
And Marius full pꝛoudly tho began 
To entre a place beſide of a woman, 
Founde an aſſe there of auentute 

Upon whole backe the lee he gan reture. 


Towarde Affrike there he fonde paſſage, 


By enpziſoning though he were wext faynt 
Pet there abode ſtyl in his rcoꝛaa ge 
Wee woꝛthyneſle, with pzudence meynt: 
hich in his perſon were nat queynt 
Agapne the malyce to make a countertayle 
Ok pꝛoude Scilla,themalyce eftetaſſaple; 


Ok Jtaylerode thzough the countre, . 
(Toke his voyage thzough Rome tou, n 
Wyth four batayls entred the cyte, 

Sixe hundꝛed knightes by computacion 


Slae in the felde as made is mention: 


Where men map ſe, who lyſte loke aferre 
What domage diuyſion dothe in werte. 


Firſt by the manhode of this Marius 

In this diuyſion the ſtoꝛy who lyſt rede, 
The great Conſull called Octauins 

Loſte his head op his lyke in dede, 

Upon a pole while it dyd blede: 

Was cruelly pzeſented of entent 

Befoꝛe the iudges, ſytting in iugement. 


Of whole death ſome ol them were fapne; 
Some ſoꝛ of loue as they were bounde, 
Ind in this werre Merula was ſlapne 
Pꝛieſt in the temple,lyke as it is founde, 
Ok Jupiter, with many moztal wounde : 
The romapne ſlayne Þ called was Craſſas, 
With tyze conſumed was pꝛoude Catullus. 


All his enemyes Marius dydencombze 


Which agayne him by conſpyzacion 


Were aſſented with a ful great nombze 

In their auiſe foz to haue put him doun, 
Take from him his dominacion: | 
But he abode the turment and the oures; 
Strong to codempne al his tcolpyzatours 


Sire times afozne reherſed here 

Ok condicion though he were dilpytoug, 

He was choſen ſo oft conſulere 

n were enupous 
arius 


Which made the Senate 2 , 


W.t, 
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To grutche agayne his hatefull tyzauny, 


In this time the ſloꝛy maketh mynde 
Damalippus a Pzetoz ofthe toun 

Frendly to Marius a helpyng as J fynde, 
Under a hadowe of deception 

Unto their cite foz to do treaſon, 

Caulyng four Romayns come in fere 
Tofoze Marius a certayne dap tapere, 


And their names to put in memozp 
Sceuola, Carto, and Domicius, 

The fourth ol them as (ayth the ſtoꝛy 

Called in Rome the wyſe Intiſtius, 
Together aſlembled tofoze Marius: 

He of rancour agayne iudgement oz lawe, 
Made the be layn,#thzough the cite dꝛawe. 


Their bodies after were in Tybze caſt 
By cruelte of the ſayde Matius, 


All this while the cruell werrelaſt 


Twene him and Scilla, tyl duke Copaneus 
Came to the party hardy and diſpitous 
To helpe Scilla their baners firſt diſplayed, 


- Wherof all Rome was ſodaynly affrayed, 


At the gate that called was Collatyne 
Marius and Scilla had a great bataple, 
Four ſcoꝛe thouſand the numbze to termyne 
On Marius ſideſlayne,it is no faple: 
Scilla victozious with marcial apparayle 
Entring the towne agayne his othe parde, 
Thze thouſand citezins ſlew of that cite. 


Ol kolte diſarmed and naked in the towne 
They nouther ſpared olde noz ponge of age, 
The cruell murdzers walkynge vp # downe 
By Scilla ſent in that moztall rage: 

Tyll Catullus a pzynce fall in age 
Sapyde vnto Scilla we can no difference 
Twenerebellion no2 atwene innocence, 


We murder and llee without exception 
Bothe hie and low holdyng no manere, 


- Againe all knighthode to myne opinion 


We do pzocede in our conqueſt here, 

Our title is loſt the triumphe to requere 
Ot hie pꝛoweſſe, whan we can nat oblerue 
No ditkerence to llee noz to reſerue. 


And in this while ok hatefull cruelte 
Scilla contriued letters diffamable, 
Wher by fiue hundzed out of that cite 
Were fallly baniched citezins notable, 


Agayns them he was lo vntreatable 
All their goodes atcheted in that rage, 
Ok auaryce and of falle ppllage. 


Another romapne named M aring 
Bꝛother to Marius of who tofoze J tolde, 
Foz dꝛede ol Scilla fled and toke an hous 
LOhich vnto Gotes was (et vp foz a folde, 
Founde and rent out in his dapes olde, 
With cozdes dꝛaw no reſcue might him laue, 
Ok cruell vengeaunce to Catullus graue. 


Where Scilla made by cruell iudgement 

With a Carpe ſwoꝛde fozged fozto byte, 

After time his eyen were out rent 

Bothe at ones his handes of to ſmyte: 

ms head of ſmit no raũſom might hi quyte, 
et on a pole it woulde be none other, 


Ind ok dilpight lent vnto hys bzother 


To Marius of whome J ſpake nowe right, 
The great duke lo mighty and ſo huge: 
Which had afoze take him to the flight = 
Foz feare of Scilla in that moztal deluge, 
Into a citie to finde there refuge, 

Called Pꝛeneſte ther ſtanding in gret dꝛede, 
Namely when he behelde his bzothers hede, 


Foꝛaſmuch as he no ſuccour fonde 
Diſpayzed this was hys purpoſe, 

To llee him ſelfe with his ow ne honde 

In thilke place where he was kept cloſe, 
Dꝛe we out hys {wozde and vpanone he roſe 
Cõſtrained his ſeruaũt in that ſodain affray, 
Smit okhis head the ſelfe lame day. 


Men ſay howe death is fyne ofall miſchefe, 
Ende of aduerſite that dothe wzetches tary, 
Foztune here maketh another pzefe 

In Marius howe che her courſe gan bary, 
By an euidence hateful and contrary, 

To ſhew her malyce and vngoodlyheed 


Agaxne this duke,alas,whan he was deed, 


This froward lady ofmalyce moſt vẽgeable 
YOhan her lyſt furiouſly to raue, 

And chew her ſelfe cruell and vnſtable, 

To none eſtate che lyſt no regarde haue: 


Cauled Marius to be take out of his graue 


By truell Scilla, in ſtozp it is ſounde, 
Dis vgly carapne imyt on peeces rounde. 


And after moꝛe to ſhew hys cruelte 
Martius qhoulde haue no burying mee . 
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Caſt his carayne of cankred enmpte 
Into Tybze there was none other grace: 
Lo thus can foztune foꝛ her folke parchace, 
By whiche example touchyng Matius. 

Of woꝛldly chaunges Bochas waiteth thus, 


Maketh in this chapter a diſcription 

Firſt what thing is very gentleneſſe, | 
Tolet a pzefe and a pzobacion 

Nothpng attayneth vnto hie nobleneſſe 

But the clere Chinyng of vertuous clenneſſe: 
Which may nat hew i hie noꝛ low parage, 
But where it groweth out of a pure cozage. 


Woꝛldly power, oppzeſſton,tyzanny, 
Erthly treaſure, golde, ſtones noz rychelle, 
Be no meanes vnto gentry 

But if vertue rule their hye pꝛoweſſe: 

Foꝛ where vyces haue entreſſe 

In hie byꝛthe, meane, oꝛ low kynrede, 
Deme no man gentle but onely by his dede. 


In ropall places of cone # metall wꝛought 
Wich galaryes oz ſtately cloyſters rounde, 
Gentilneſſe noꝛ nobleſſe is nat ſought, 
Non in ſelers noꝛ in vautes rounde, 

But onely there wher vertue doth habounde: 
Curpous clothes noꝛ great poſſeſſions 
Mahketh nat a man gentle, but condycions. 


Phylolophers conclude in their entent 

Ind all theſe woꝛthy famous olde auctours 
No man may quethe in his teſtament 
Gentilneſſe vnto his (ucceſſours, 

Of wycked wede come no hollome flours: 
Concluding thus ok good men @ of chzewes, 


Call eche man gentle after his good thewes. 


Duke Marius of whom J lpake tofozne 
Ofnaturecthe ſtoꝛp beareth wytneſſe) 

Is by diſcent pooze and nedy boane, 

By diſpoſycyon of cozagyous nobleſſe 

Had in his perſõ wyt, ſtrength, # hardyneſſe: 
Under all this there dyd his herte myne 

J woꝛme of auarycehis woꝛchyp to decline. 


What vayleth plenty, p neuer map ſuffyſee | 


Oz what the flode that ſtauncheth no thurſte 
Oz what an appetyte which euer doth arple 
Al wap to eate, and euer to eate hath luſt: 
Ok cankred hungre lo fretyng is the ruſt 
That the riuer of Tantalus in his rage 

Of gredy etykes the fret may nat aſlwage, 


Ok Marius pe haue herd the ende 

His woful fall and his vnhappy caas, 
In to fate, howe he dyd wende: 
Howe wyl J folow myne auctoz Bochas, 
Howe vntohim thze Cleopatras 

With loke downe caſt, wofull face a chere, 
All atones dyd to him appere. 


The kyꝛſt ok them by pzocelle of writing 


Had thꝛe huſbandes,Bochag dotherpzeſſe, 
Wedded in youth to Alilaundze the kyng, 
Called zebenna a pꝛince of great nobleſle; 
After that foz her great fayꝛeneſſe, 
She weoded was vnto | 
Indlaſtofall to byng Intyochus; 


Ok her thꝛee huſbandes wolul auenture, 


* 


And ot her ſonnes great vnkyndneſſe 


Bochas atoꝛe hath done his buſy cure 


Curpouſiy the maner to expꝛeſſe, 


Which to reherce agapne were ydelneſſe, 
Syth all the pꝛoceſſe here tofoze is founde, 
Ok the firſt, and eke of the lecounde 


Which wedded was to kyng Tholome 
Lyke as afozeeke made is mencion, 
Bothe of their ioye and their aduerſyte, 
The firſt lapne by dzinkyng of poyſon, 
And the ſeconde to her confuſion 

By Euergetes were che wo oz fayne, 
Was with her chylde lerued ß was ſlayne. 


The thyꝛde wedded was to kyng Criſpus 
Slayne in a temple by full great outrage, 


Foz dꝛede and chame gan wer? furious 


To ſaue her lelfe knewe none auauntage, 
Saue che enbzaced of Jupiter an ymage: 
In the ſtozy as here tokoze is founde, 

©; the was dead ſuffred many a wounde 


Che.iii. Chapter, 
FFDHoweking Mithzidate bode. bii. yere in 
wyidernes, had great turmentes bothe on 


{ea and lande. dy his blode bꝛoughte to 
vttraunce, ſlewe him ſelle with 


a ſwozde, | 


pl paſſe ouer theſe Cleopatras 
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Foꝛth pꝛotede to the haſty fate 


44 one execute by Partas cruelte 
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Type kite boke, 


Upon the duke called Mithzidate, 

Firſt reherce the great vnkyndlye hate 
Of them that were his tutours as J cede, 
Him to deſtroy by allent of his kynrede. 


Which of purpole dyd hys death pzouide 

By many vncouth ltraunge occaſion, 

In his tender youth lirſt they made him ride 
Upon an hoꝛſe wylder than a lyon, 

Ot purpole onely foz his diſtructton: 

But al be ſo that he was yonge of age, 

The hoꝛle he ruled in all his molt rage. 


Nat of doctrine but euen of nature 

He was dilpoſed:connyngly to ryde, 

Ouer him the mayſtry to recure 

Maugre the hozle of w yt he was his gyde: 
What way he toke foꝛwarde oz aſyde 

He daunted him, b where lo euer he rode 
Bzidled him and on his backe he bode, 


His owne kyn and his next alyes 

Moſt laboured to bꝛyng hym to miſcheke 
With veuomous dꝛynke, let on hym elppes 
At good leyſer as doth a couerte thefe, 

Of their fell poyſon foꝛ to make a pzete, 

In their entent this is well couthe, 

Him to murder in hys tender youthe, 


But whan þ he apperceyued their treaſon, 
To laue him ſeife made great ozdinaunce, 
Auone as he gan haue ſ(uſpection 

Ok thepꝛ vnkindly hatefull purueyaunce, 
Foz remedies made cheuiſaunce: 

Was pꝛouided their malyte to decline 

By many notable pꝛoued medicine. 


Ind their malyte pꝛudently to eſchue 

Is remembzed whylehe was ponge of age, 
With certayne frendes which p dyd hym ſue 
De diſpoſed ol cuſtome hys coꝛage 

To hunt and chaſe beaſtes moſt ſauage: 
Under that colour he dyd it foza wple, 
Ferre fro his countre tablent him foz a whyle 


Ok one cozage,one heart. and one chere 
Suffred manlp, toke none heupneſſe, 

In deſertes ſpace of ſeuen yere 

Amonge hye hylles bode in wylderneſſe, 
Set in Alia, the ſtoꝛy beareth witneſſe: 
Founde no lodgyng traſyng the countrees, 
Saue in cauernes, t great holowe trees; 


The boke remembzeth how that his diet 


But he lyſt nat aduertiſe their pzayere, 


Were beaſtes wylde enchaſed W great might 
Fled ydleneſle elchewed all quiete, 

And lytie ſlepe ſuſtiſed hun at nygyt: 

BY exertiſe yis body was made iyght 

There was nouther, whanhym lyſt purſue, 
Harte noz hynde p myght his hande elchne. 


He nouther dꝛad tygers noꝛ lyons, 

He was ſo lwilte, tho they dyd hym aſſayle; 
Lykeoffirength to olde champions 

Ho wylde beaſt ol great noꝛ (male entayle 
(Telcape his hande might not countreuaple: 
It he were ware, early outher late, 

So great ſwiftneſle had this Mithzidate. 


Amonge he had in armes erercyſe, 
Amonge to tournay and ren on hozſebacke 
All dilicate fate he dyd allo diſpyſe ; 
Of gredy exceſle in him there was no lacke: 
A nighter tyme his ſlepe full oft he bzake 
Stoundmeale the houres foz tomarke, 
In the daunyng role vp oz the larke. 


The ſpace accompliſhed fully of ſeuen pere 
He is repay:ed home to hys countre, 
Shewed hym lelfe of manhode and of chere 
Fulllike a knight, his ſtoꝛy who lyſt ſe; 
Wyerok his enemies aſtonied be, 

Caught of yys coming in hert a maner dzede 
= uppolyng atoze that he was dede, 


In whole abſence his wyle Leodyces 
Conte pued a childecas made is mencion) 
Foz the diffame ſhoulde nat come in pzces 
Him foz to murdet che ſought occaſion, 
Fully in purpole to llee hym by poy(on: 


Ok which detautes her loꝛde was nat fapne, 


Knowing the trouth made her to be ſlayne. 


Toke on him after many knightly dede 
Firſt toconquere all Paflagonye 

By the helpe of woꝛthy Nychomede 
That tyme called kyng of Bithinye, 
Togyther aſſured to be of one alye: 

In loſſe oz lucre foztune to be theyz gyde 
And therto ſwoꝛne neuer to deuyde, 


To Mithzidate Legates were downe ſent 
Fro the Romains, him lowly requiryng 
That he woulde lyke to their entent, 
aflagonpe reſtoze to their kyng, 
hich he had wonne the cite aſſayiyng: 


Noz 
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No2 on no parties their requeſtes here. 


He dꝛed nat their thzetes noꝛ manaces, 
Gate pꝛoudlp after the lande of Galathye 
In his conqueſt wan many other places, 
Capadoce toke to hys partye, 
Slew their kyng ofhatred and enupe, 
Ariarectes afullmanly man, 

And in this wyle his conqueſt he began, 


Igapn thaſſuraũte twene him a Nichomede 
All ſodaynly he gan fall at debate, 
Thought he wolde warrey hym in dede 
Vecaule that he pompous and elate f 
In Capadoce toke on hym theſtate 
To reygne as kyng agayns his entent, 

De nouther being of counlayle noz aſſent, 


Pet Aychomede oz they gan debate 

Had longe afoze to his owne enctees 

The luſter wedded of ß Mithzidate, 

Wyan they as b2ethzen lyued in reſt ⁊ pees: 
And che alſo w as called Leodices, 

Hauyng twoſonnes bozne foz to ſuccede 
After dilceale of the ſayde Nychomede. 


And by pꝛoteſſe theſe ſapde childꝛen twapne 
In Capadote by helpe of Mithzidate, 
Claymed a tytle iuſtly foꝛ to attapue 

Unto the crowne, their father died but late: 
F 02 which they gan kelly to debate, 

Tyll Mithzidate fallly gan contriue 

Dis two neuewes vngoodly to depziue. 


Ill Capadocehe toke into hys hande, 

His owne lonne he hath crowned kyng, 
Capadociens by aſſent of al the lande 

Gan dilobep of purpoſe his wozkyng: 
Ian the Romains conſidzed all thys thyng 
Artaberzanes in haſt they ſentdoun 
Gapne Mithzdate to kepe that region; 


The ſonne of whõ fro the they haue refuſed, 
Out of their kyngdome gan him to enchace, 
Fo2 they ſepte their fraunchyſe was abuſed 
To lee a fozaine occupie that place: 17 
Mithꝛidate gan newly them manace, 

And toke with him to ſuſtayne his partye 
Tygranes the kyng ol Armenpe. 


Artabarzanes that was fro Rome ſent 

To Capadoce, to helpe them and counſaple, 
Ot Mithꝛidate knowyng the entente 

Howe he came downe pzoudly hym taſſayle , 
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With Tygranes, ſet in the firſt batayle: 
Of Capadoce that al the reg ion 
Was bzought that day to theyʒ ſubiect ion. 


Thus Withzidatehauyng his entent 

n choꝛt time countreys conqueryng, 
8 mightieſt pzince of all the oztent, 
Ind in tho dayes one the greateſt kyng: 
And as it is remembzed by wzityng 

He delyted moſt in aſtronompe, 

In ſoztilege,and in ſ(ozcerye, 


And with all theſe he dyd hys buſp ture 
Foz to lerne vncouth concluſpons, 

And lecretes ſought out by nature, 
Knewe the langages of diners regions, 
Ok two and twenty ſundzy nacions: 

And helde women many moze than one, 
Loued Hiplycrata aboue them euerychone, 


To the Romains this manly Mithzidate 
As bokes olde recoꝛde of hym and lapne, 
Upon a dap of very cruell hate 

Th2oughall Aſya he bad that eche Romayne 
Shoulde of his men mercileſle be lapne: 
Twenty thoulande he ſlewe eke ou a day 
Of Romain marchãtes, durſt no mi (ap nay, 


To him he dꝛewe diuers nations 

To encreace his party by puiſſaunce, 
Kymbzots, Gallois, with other regions, 
Boſtoznots toke to his altaunce, 

With ſtraũge people made his acquaintaũce: 
Wherothat euer he rode nye oꝛ ferre 

With them of Rome foz to holde werre. 


In Grete alſo he gate manye an ple, 

All Cyclades to his ſubiection, 
Conquered lo that within a whyle 

Ok Athenes he gate the famous toun: 
But when Romains knewe his entencſon 
They lent Scillain a furious hete 

With Mithzidate in Grece foz to mete. 


Archelaus which that was conſtable 
Leading the hoſt ofkyng Mithzidate, | 
Gan agayne Scilla truſtynge he was able, 
Maugre the Romains with him to debate: 
As they met in their furious hate, 

Belide Oꝛthonia of Grete a great tone, 
Ok Archelaus þ party was bzought downe. 


There gan Scilla to be victozious 
Gapne Withzidate,and by great violence 
i W „ii. Gate 
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The lixte boke 


Sate al Epheſiea kyngdomeful famous, 
-Rode th:ough Alpe, founde noreſiſtence: 

By his aniguthode and manly pꝛouidence 
Capadoce, and Bithinpe eke allo 

To Romain handes he gate them bothe two. 


When Mithꝛzidate perteyued hath this thinge 
How the cõqueſt of Scula toke encrees, 
; Inenchecalt without longetaripnge 

Foa tyme with him to haue a pees, 
Ot hie wildome he was nat retcheles 

To diſſimule tyll he founde time and ſpace 
In double foztune to finde better grace, 


- Abode his tyme. kept hym ſelke cloſe, 
Cyll ye foundelayſer lyke hys opinion, 

In this while ofauenture aroſe 

Within Rome a great diſcencion, 

T wen? two Conſules being in that foun: 
Which to appeaſe by hys auctozite, 
Scilla came vp agapne to the cite, 


When Mithzidate his abſence dyd eſpy, 
To his purpoſe founde opoztuntte, 
Gadꝛed people and with his chiualty 

A ſiege lapde vnto Cy31te the cite 

Ok all X\ye moſte of auctozite: 

Tyll Lutullus a myghty Conſulere 

To bzeke the ſiege appꝛoche gan full nere. 


M ithꝛidate had on fyue captayns 

Tokoꝛe the towne made adiſcomfiture, 
Ot hie diſpyte he had to Romayns: 

But Lucuilus the damages to recure, 

To enciole his enemies dyd hys buſy cure, 
To his mpnours gaue anone in charge 
About the ſiege to make a dirhe full large. 


They within had knowledgyng 

By ter tayn tokens of ail they2 gouernaunce, 
IPhervpon they made no taripng 

To caſt a way foz their delyuetaunce: 
Mithudate (eyng their oꝛdinaunce 

Ot tie pzudence to eſcape away beſyde, 

And at the liege lyſt nolenger abyde, 


Lucullus then the myghty Conluler 
Purſued ałter, ſlew of hys meyne 

Such a multitude that Iſopus the ryuer 
Was made with blode lyke the reed ſe, 

w winde # tempeſt fozdziuen alſo was he: 
And when he ſaw no (uccour in the lande, 
To qhyp he went wb ſtrong and mighty hand. 


He founde fo2tune cruell aduerſarp 

On lande anb le this wozthy Mithzidate, 
And Neptunus made the lee contrary 
Agapns him his pupſſaunce to abate: 
What Galli men call it, influence oz fate: 
So ſodaynly a pzynce of hye renowne 
Fro hyenobleſle to be plounged downe. 


Foz any miſchefe he kept aye one vilage 

This Mithzidate, and lothe was foz to pipe, 
Oz foz to bowe, ſo ſtronge was hys cozage: 
But efte agayne goth with hys chiualry 
Towarde Adꝛaſtus an hyll of Armenp, 
Where as Poinpey beſet hym enupzon, 
Sent fro Rome to his diſtruction 


Pithzidatemakyng his lodgyng place 
Under that hyll,when it dzew to nyght 
The troubly heuen w thũdꝛing gan manace, 
The firyleupn dyzked hath hys ſyght, 

(The cloudy mone eclipſed ot her lyght 
Aſtonied hym by vuware violence, 
That he ſtode confuſe of all pzouydence, 


He was by tempeſt and vnware dereneſſe 
Almoſt made wery of hys wofull lyfe, 


Pet J fyndeof very kyndneſſe 


Hiplicrata whiche that was hys wyfe, 
Nouther foz werre noꝛ no moꝛtall ſtryfe 
Left him neuer,diſguyſed of vyſage 
Folowed him arayed as a page, 


Pet in hys moſt moꝛtall heupneſſe 

Whan cloudy foztune gan him moſt manace, 
Ok his coꝛage the naturall quickeneſſe 
Ippaled nat, noz remeued from his place, 
So hte pꝛoweſſe dyd hys heart enbzace; 
Nat diſpayzed foz no ſodapne fall, 

Of condicion he was ſo marciall, 


In token wherof he ſtandyng at milſchefe 


Chaunged nouther chere noz countenaunce, 
In euidence anda full great pzefe 

Of manly fozce and heartely aſſurannce, 
Defiyng foztune with all her baryaunce, 
LOhan that he founde to hys diſtruction 
Ok diſpayze greateſt occaſion, 


With hym he had a baylifeas J fynde 

- Called Caſtoz,whiche of condicion | 
Was to his lo2de falſe and eke vnkynde, 
Znd conſpired agayne him falſe treaſon: 

Fn token wherof vp to Rome toun | 
Yps loꝛdes childzen ponge x tender of 7 
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Lpke a theke,he ſent them in hoſtage, 


One of his lonnes he murdꝛed by treaſon, 
Which Mithzidate toke ful ſoze at herte, 
Another ſonne as made is mencion 

Falle to his father, which wha he did aduerte 
The vakyndneſſe made him loꝛe ſmerte: 

Fo ot all vyces oztiy to conclude, 

Woꝛſt of al is hatefall ingratitude. 


This ſame childe of whom J make mynde 
Called Pharnax, whych agayne nature 
Co his father traytour and unkynde, 
And his purpoſe agayne hym torecure, 
In al halt dyd his buly ture 

Foz to accomplythe his purpole in party, 
Dꝛewe to him hole his fathers chyualry, 


By lleight a mede whã he was made ſtrong, 
He beſieged his father rounde aboute, 
Unto nature me lemeth he dyd wzong 

To put his father in ſo great a dout: 
Ryndneſſe was ferre ſhyt wythout, 

Whan the ſonne wyth hate let a fy2e, 
Agapne his father faluy dyd conſppze, 


Wyth multitude his father was conſtrayned 
Maugre hys myghtin to a toure toflee, 
Vys ſonne vnkynde hath at him diſoained, 
Ind yet fo2 al his ſtraunge aduerſite 

Ok his coꝛage the magnanimite 

In his perſon ſtode hole, lyſt not vary 
Though foztune was to hym contrarps 


Pet myne auctour Bocas beareth recoꝛde 
That Michꝛpdate if it would haue be, 
Requyzed his ſonne to be at accozd, 
And let aſyde al olde contrariouſte: 

But he vnkynde indurate was parde, 
Euer frowarde, malpcious ot cozage, 
So diſpoſed from his tendze age. 


So that the kyng Mithꝛydate alas, 
Was ouercome by vnkyndeneſle, 

That neuer afoze in no maner caas 
Stode diſmayed: but of hye pꝛoweſſe 
Kept ape one face all paſſions to repꝛeſſe, 
This vertue fozce by marcial doctrine 
Foz none aduerſite ſuffred hym declyne, 


Ende ofhis werres a his moꝛtall ſtryues 

Ok his debares and dilcencions, 

Vys concubines, his daughters, ⁊ hys wines 
By meane onely of certapne pocions 


* 


Slewe them al, by dꝛinkynge of poyſons: 
Foz he not woulde, the caule to dylcriue, 
Atter his death they choulde byde on lyue. 


Dys owne death ofmoztall fell rygour 
Compa ſſed afoze thus ye gan deupſe, 


Made a french knyght Þ was a ſoudiour 


With a charpe ſwoꝛde in ful cruel wyle 

To ren him thzough, wher by the fraüũchpſe 
Conſerued was, his purpoſe to fulfyl 

He woulde not dye but by his owne wyll. 


Lo here the ende of kyng Mithzidate, 
Let pꝛinces all of his deth cake hede 
Howe rechelelly he paſſed in to fate, 
And by aſſent made his herte blede: 


Ind Bochas here who lyſt hys boke to rede 


Playnly reherſynge but in wozdes fewe, 
To woꝛldely pꝛinces doth his coceyie ewe , 


f CLenuoye, 
NN pꝛyntes lyfte vp pour cozrages 


Towarde heauen doo youre herteg 


dzeſſe, | 
Ok your memoꝛp turne bp the byſages 
Wet toy is euer,peace,concozde,x gladneſſe, 
True armonpe, a celeſtiall ſwetnes: 
Counterpayle in your remembꝛaunte 
Wonꝛidly chaunges,foztunes variaunce, 


Aduertiſe the moꝛtal fell outrages 

Of blodp werres impollible to repꝛes, 
Whyte faiſe enuy wpth his furious rages 

In ſondꝛy realmes hath ſo great entres, 
Slaughter murdze, deuiſion, falſenes 
Which conſcience haue bzought to bttratice 
Tyꝛough loden chaunge of wozldly variagce 


Reken bp p:inces that ſate hye on ſtages 
What was the fyne of their ropall noble ſle: 
Oz of tirauntes reken bp the blody wagese 
Sodaine laughter guerdoned their wode⸗ 
Mithꝛidate can beare hereof wytnes, nes: 
By blode vnkynde bzought vnto vttratice, 


 Thzoughloden chaüge of wozidly variaunce, 


| 


2 remembze vpon the golden age 
zan Saturne ruled ß wozlde in tightwil⸗ 
Next Jupiter foꝛ peoples auaũtage (nes, 
The ſilueren wozide conſerued in clennes, 
Which Mars hath nowe turned to feines, 
Made it teelen wl woꝛde dagger x launce, 

| w. iiii. (Thzough 


Teaf. cx litt. 


The ſirte boke. 


© Through loden chadige of wozldly vatiaũte. 


Of Mithꝛidate regeſtre the vyages, 
Conſpired poyſons taffray his pꝛoweſſe, 
On land and lee tempeſtious paſſages, 

By c6ſtraynt bode. vii. pere in wilderneſſe, 
Ot his wandꝛynge payſe the vnſykernes, 
Hys ende myſchefe,kneweno auopdaunce 


Sayn wozldip chatige noz foztfies bartatice, 


Ik neglygece haue bꝛought you in rerages 
Towarde God, oz he reken in ſtreyghtneſſe 
Let reaſon medle foz yon to layhoſtages * 
Compalſlpon, mertp, partynge of almeſle. 
Towarde heuen to luppoꝛt pour febleneſſe, 


W han your merites chal paile in balaunce 


Of woꝛldly chaũges a koꝛtunes variaunce, 


Deth ſpareth nother hye noꝛ lowe lynages, 
Haue mynde heron koz any recheleſnes, 
Tranſitozy be here your pylgrimages 

Set with bꝛigãts vnwarely you toppꝛeſſe: 
But of pꝛudence by great aupleneſſe, 

Wyth pꝛouydence pꝛeſerue pour puyſſaunce, 
Gan wozidly chaũge # foztunes variaunce, 


Che. iii. chapter. 
: 


73 Dowe Eucratydes kynge of Sythie was 
ſlayne by Demetrius, and afterhis 
ca rapne caſt to houndes. 
ert in oꝛdze to Bochas dyd apere 
2 I wokul pzince that put hym ſelfe in 
DV E|P22093, . ; 
EKeignyng in Sithia, his ſtozp doth 
vs lere, | 
The name ot whom was Eucratides: 
But to diſturbe his quiet and his pees 
Agayne him plainly as J fynde 
Came Demetryus,Þ myghty kyng of Inde. 


Of whom the power and the byolence 

To Eucratides was very impoztable, 
Belieged firſt, and fozlacke of defence 

Take at milchefe,his fone not mercyable 

Fo2 Demetrius was on hym ſo bengeable, 
Whan he was layne win his owne boũdes, 
Made the carayne be caſt out toþ houndes , 


Not wythſtandinge he wasa wozthy kynge 
Bozne of hye blode luch was his auenture, 
Demetrius ſonne aboue al erthly thynge 


Hated hym, by recoꝛde of Scripture, 
Of rancoure denped hys ſepulture; 


And foz the matter is hateful and tont rarp, 
On his ſtozy J wyll no lenger tary, 


Che. b. Chapter. 


CHowe Herodes kyng of Parthoys werred 
wyth Komains, whych after his ſonne 
and heyze was ſlayne, made hys 
va ſtarde ſonne kynge p anon 
after ſle we his father. 

D Irthabanus whuõ of Parthoig 


vi nge 
purpoſe my ſtyle to tranſpozte, 


by 
1 
— — z full olde pzince,hadin his lining 
Sonnes twapyne bokes ſo repozte, 
Which in his age dyd him molt comfozte; 
Mithꝛidate was the eldeſt bother, 
And Herodes called was that other, 


Mithꝛidate by reaſon of hys age, 

Nys father dead dyd after him ſuccede, 
Which baniſhed was foz tiranny # outrage, 
Akter warde foz miſchefe and foz nede 
In to Babylon he toke his iyght foz dzede: 
The people anone after his partyng | 


Of Indignacion made hys bꝛother kynge, 


Thus came Herodes to eſtate royal, 
Purſued hys bzother in to Babilon, 
Lapde a ſiege rounde aboute the wall, 
They to him pelded vp the toun: | 
Thus was hys bꝛother bꝛought to cofuſion 
Akoꝛe the caſtell wythout lenger date, 
Made \myte of the head of Pithzidate, 


Jn Parthois after he toke poſſeſſion, 
Thus yong Yerodes of voliite and pzide 
Gan a werre agayne them of Rome toun, - 
LOhom to wſtande they lyſt not longe abyde 
The colull Craſſus cam down to theyz ſyde, 
Cõmaũded was choꝛt pꝛoceſſe foz to make 
Toward pParthois hys voiage foz to take. 


Craſſus lyſt not to entre in that reme 

Left Parthois the ſtozy dothe deuple, 
Coke his waye towarde Jeruſalem 

To take there a ſolempne empzyle, 

In the temple, onelp of couetiſe, 

Toke there agapne the tytle of ryghtwyſnes 
Vp al their treaſour their great ryches, 


By which he gate in diuers regions 75 


Great multitude to hold vp his party, 


Led wyth hym eleuenlegyong; © 
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CTowarde Parthois faſt gan him hye: 

By hys letters pꝛoudly gan dev 

The ſapd Herodes, c wyth great apparayle, 
Myd his countre pzofred him battaple. 


The next moꝛowe whi Craſſus toke ß felde, 
To him was bzoughr of blacke a cote armare 
Which whan his knightes auiſedly beheld 
Dempt it a token of diſcomfiture, 

Foꝛ in contrary Romans do their cure 
Whan their capitaine hal fighte oz be hed, 
His tote armur is outher white oz red. 


Another token krowarde to beholde, 

The fyꝛſt Egle beate in his banere 

Alſo ſoone as men dyd it vafold, 
Contrariouſly he tourned loke and chere. 
The back to Craſſus folke ſawe ß5ᷣ ſtode nere: 
A pꝛonoſtyke to Romayns ful certaine 
Howe foztune to them was that daye againe, 


By the ſtud paſſinge of Eufrates, 

Ww vnware tempeſtes hys ſtanderdes echone 
In to the ryuer were caſt amonge the pzces, 
To reken them all vpryght ſtode not one: 
Wyerof aſtoyned they wold no further gone, 
(Theſe pꝛonoſtykes made them ſo afrayed- 
Lyke men in hert diſpaired and dilm aied. 


Of thele tokens Craſſus was recheles 
- (Thepzonoſtpkes allo he dyd dyſpyſe, 
Toke vpon him to paſſe Eufrates 
To entre Parthoys onely foz couetile: 
To whom Herodes ſendeth in thys wple - 
That hys commpnge was moze foz pyllage 
Than foz knyghthode, manhode, oz cozage. 


Al the power of Parthoys tho came downe 
With many Pzefecte a men of great courage, 
Agayne Craſſus # them of Rome towne, 
LVyich as I tolde abode on their pyllage, 
That turned after to their great domage: 
The lonne of Craſſus flayne in that fray, 
His father take, and al vpon a dape. 


His head ſmyt of, in whom was no defence, 
But diſconfpted wyth many a legion, 

The heade of Craſſus bꝛought to the pꝛeſence 
Ok Herodes within his royal toun, 

Whych hath comaunded golde to be bꝛoughte 
Co be molte there as he lay dead, (doune 
Ind to powze thereof full hys head, 


This thinge was done foz a mockery, 


2 


Leaf, cxliiũi. 


In ſigne onelyc the ſtoꝛpe doth deuyſe) 
That golde noz treaſour vpon no party 
Staunche myght his thzult of couetyſe: 
Suche gredines eche man Gould diſpyle, 
Foꝛ auaryce ot cuſtome in eche place 

Ok hye pzowes doth the pzile difface, 


Herodes after dyd ſerche all the wardes 
Th2ough al the felde vpon Crafus (yde, 
Toke the penons, baners, ⁊ ſtandardes, 
And in his tempels large, longe, and wyde 
Let hange them vp of ſlurqueop and pꝛide, 
In ſigne onely and eke foz a memoꝛy 

De of Romains hath get the vicrozy, 


Dith whiche he lyſt not onely be content 
Wenyng his foztune Goulde abyde ſtable, 
In to Surry he hath hys ſonne lẽt 
Called achoꝛus, made him a conſtable 
Ok that region, with him to be partable 
Ok al trealours and mouables 5ᷣ he founde 
Whereuer he rode thꝛoughout al lond. 


This Pachoꝛus by hys chyualry 
Encreaſe gan in his tendze age, 

Wherof Herodes his father had enuy 
Fearful it Qoulde tourne tohis domage, 
Leſt he would by tytle of heritage 
Maugre him at hys agayne commynge, 
Take vpon him of Parthoys to be king. 


Than Pachozus was called home agapne 
Out of Surrpe, where in concluſion 

Al that he had wꝛought was in vayne, 
Bycaule one Caſſiug fro Rome was come 
Slewe al the people in the region (doun, 
Wyych appertapued to Pachozus, as J find, 
Without capitaine foz they were left behynde, 


To withſtande this Romapne Caſſius 
Herodes hath his ſonne ſent agapne, 
Wuych anone after, the ſtozy teiteth thug, 
Ampd the felde vnhappely was flayne: 
To truſt foꝛtune it is a thynge but vayne, 
Whiche of tuſtome to day is fauourable 
And to moꝛowe gerychly chaungeable, 


Ok Pachoꝛus dethe whan the noiſe aroſe 
Ind the diſtreſſynge okhis chyualry, 

And to Herodes abydyng in Parthois 
Tyding was bꝛought, farde as he would die, 
Ofhertely ſoꝛow kyl in to a frenſy: 


Hepze was none lett of the ropall lynes 
Sante 
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The lirte bone 
Saue thurty bafardes bozne of concubines, Dyſpayzed,fozſake of euery maner woyght, 


Thus Herodes was caſt in great ſickenes, 
ys lonnes deth was to hym impoztable, 

- Hys wozldly toy was gon # his gladnes: 
Foꝛtune cotrary which neuer can be ſtable, 
Age fyl on, hys lyfe was not durable, 

Ind of one thyng moſt ye dyd hym dzede 
Cauſe he had none hetre toluccede, 


Whyche woulde not ſuffre him lyue in pees, 
Tyll at the laſt he caught a fantaſy 

Chaſe a baſtarde called Pharactes, 
Bycaule he was famous inchyualry, 
Gaue him the crowne and the regaly, 
Which anone after bzeaely to conclude 
Slewe Herodes of ingratitude. 


Che. vi Chapiter. 


F howe Fimbziaa Conſull 
of Rome llewe 
him ſelfe 


Fter to Bothas by pꝛoceſſe of this boke 
Foure myghty pꝛinces notable of eſtate 
Towarde hun thei caſt chere a loke 
Lyke onto folke that were infoztunate, 
Dich whom foztune had ben at debate: 
Fo by their maner, as it ſempt wele, 
They were at miſchieſe fall fro her whele. 


Firſt Fymbzia a romapne conſulere 

Sent by the romapyns to a great cite 

Called Richomede, came as a meſſangere 
To helpe Flaccus ſlayne by great aduerſite, 

As he entred in to that countre: 

Ifter whoſe dethe his party to auaunce 

Of Flaccus meynp toke the gouernaunce 


Ok pꝛeſumpcion without auctozite 

This Fymbua by dyligent labour 

Full ferre aboue his ſtate and his degree 
Toke vpon him by foztunes falſe fauour 
To be talled capitaine and Empzour, 
Thꝛough al that countre bokes ſpecify: 
Of whole pꝛeſumpcion Scilla had enuy. 


Purſued him though many a greate citye, 
To a taſtel made him take hys flyght, 
Where Fymbzta of great neceſſite 


Conſtrained was maugre all hys myght, 


* 


To llee hym leite, the ſtoꝛye telleth thus, 
Wythin the temple of Eſculapius. 


The.vii.chapter, 


Ot Albinius that was flayne 
| with cones, | 


— Conſull ſtoode in caſe lembla⸗ 


bl 
n his tyme called Albining, 
ſe hateful pzide was abhominable 
To al folkes lothſome and odious, 
« Whiche lyke a rebel wode and furioug 
Agayne Komapns ofrer than ones 
Whan he left wende,ſlayne was w ſtones, 


The. viit.chapter, 
Dow Idziane bozne of lowe degre failſlp v⸗ 
lurped to be kyngof Rome, whyche w 
his chozles was after bzent, 


(kate 
ONE: cam Xd2ian which role to hie e⸗ 


Fpꝛſt in Rome,bozne of lowe degre 
Choſen a ſent by the whole Senate 
To gouerne of Ilkrike the countre : 

Where of hys owne pompous auctozite, 
Toke vpon him by ſubtel falſe wozkynge, 
Maugte Komapns ther to be crovned king 


Whom to ſuppoꝛt, choꝛtly to conclude, 
Das a great numbze of the comonte 
Ok chozles gadꝛed, a confuſe multitude, 
Title was none noꝛ grounde but volunte: 
Gentlemen than beyng in that countre 
All of aſlent and one opinion, 

Aſſembled them to his diſtruction. 


At Utices a large great cyte, 
Hym and his churles beſet rounde aboute, 
Ot woode and fagot with large quantite 
In copas wiſe cloſed him without: 
Badꝛed with him of vylayns a great rout, 
Layd on fyze that with flames rede 
Echone conſumed in to aſhes deade. 


The. ix.chapter. 
Howe Sinthonius kinge of Trace 8 much 
coueted, al fozwet.,# died in pouerte. 


Ext Idꝛian came Sinthonius 
Tofoze Bocas w teres ſpzeint his - 


As the ſtozy reherſeth bnto vs 

In hys tyme he was kynge of Trace, 

Fal ſodainly from foꝛtunes grace 

Caſt downe lowe from his eſtate royal, 
Which came to Bochas to complapne his fal. 


Whole purpoſe was, ii it woulde haue be, 
Seuen realmes to haue coquered w his had, 
That were lubget to Rome the cytie, 

And all ſeuen were of grekes lande: 

Who al coueteth pe hal vnderſtande 

He al foꝛgothe, ful wel affy2me A date, 

At vnſet houre wherokeche man beware, 


Long o2 his conqueſt was bꝛought to a pzefe 
From her whele koꝛtune caſt hym doun. 
The pꝛetoꝛ Setcius bzought him to miſchiefe, 
Dyed in pouerte as made is mencion: 

And Bochas here maketh a digreſſion 
Compendioully within a lytell (pace, 
Todiſcriue the region of Trace. 


(The.x. Chapter, 


(here Bochas in partye maketh a dyl⸗ 
cripcion ofthe kyngdome of Trace, 
and palleth ouer lyghtlye vn⸗ 
to the accõplychment of 
his boke, 


=== Race whylom a countre of greate 
1 fame 

And contayneth a ful large ſpa 
And of Tyꝛas it toke fyzlt p name, 
Son of Japhet,and ſo was called Trace 
Whyche many a daye dwelled in that place 
Towarde Septemtrion, plenteous of good 
Belyde Dynoe the large famous ftode. 


Southward Trace renneth the flode Egee, 
Matedone ſtandeth in the Dcepdent, 
And the kyngdome called Pzopontide 
Stant in Trace to warde the Ozpent, 
Where my plente ofblod was (hed aᷣ lpente 
Whan Sencius thzough his hye pzowelle 
Kyng Adꝛian there manly dyd oppzeſſe, 


Ebzus in Trace is the cheke citie 

Is inyne auctour maketh mencion, 
I caſt not long to tary,but in bꝛeuite 
To make of Trace a diſcripcion, 
Ind to pꝛocede in my tranſlacion 


of John Bochas 


The xi Chapiter d 


Howe after many great conqueſtcs of 

Duke Pompeye great warre began 

bytwene hym and Julyus, in 
whiche thꝛe hũdꝛed thouſad 
were ſlaine, # at the laſt 
the head of pPopeye 
. »., {mytten ol. 
| n of whom the name 
7 

— and woꝛthy d famous of pꝛo⸗ 
i elle, | 
Toke vpõ hym in his tendze youth 
After his father by foztunate durelle, 
Called Popeye,the ſtozy beareth wytneſſe, 
Diltrefſed was by ſodaine deth,commynge 
As layeth þ ſtoꝛy thꝛough thũdꝛe #lyghtning, 


Dis hoſt dyſtroyed by the violence | 
Df vaware tempeſt, lyke as ſaith the boke, 


Fourty thouſand ſlapne in that peſtilence, 


Fo: feare the remenaunt the felde fozſoke, 


Til yonge õpepe of coꝛage on him toke 


In his beginning p2oudely to pꝛocede, 
Ful lyke a knyght his fathers hoſt to lede. 


Rome that tyme by theyz dyſcencions 
Among them lelfe, nye bzought toruyne, 

By the frowarde falſe diuyſions 

Twene Marius a Silla bzefely to termine, 
Tyl that a new ſonne gan to chyne 

Ok wozthynes, which chad his light 

In manly Pompeyc the famous knyght. 


This ſayde Pompeye thys knyghtly man 
At his begynnyng thzough hys chyualrye 
The pzoude captapne ſlough whan he began 
Whych of Marius helde vpthe party, 


Called Bꝛutus, which in Lombardy 


Was by Popey thzugh knightly gouernaũce, 
With al hys hoſt bꝛought tomilchaunce, 


In hys begynning Pompey eke alſo 

To let Romapnes in reſt a quiete, 

One that was called neus Carbo | 
He flew him knyghtly whan he did him mete, 
hych in Cicyle pꝛoudly helde his lete: 

And all the countres about him enuyzon 
Pompey made thẽ ſubiect to Rome toun. 


After al this Pompeyus on the ſee 


| Leaf, tr lb. 


After myne auctoꝛ, which wꝛyteth a log peo ⸗ Wyth many a yp ſtuffed with vytaile 
Ok great Pompepe # his wozthynes, (ces Towarde Ackrike made a great armee, LS 


And there in halt after his arrinaile 
With Domicius had a great battaple: 
Bꝛought the coũtre thzoughe his hye renoun 


Tobeto Rome vnder ſubtection, 


He purſued the great myghty kynge 
Called Jertha, to Marius honozable, 
And had alſo hys royall abydynge 

In Aumidy a countre full notable: 


Againe Pompey hys power was not able, 


Fo at a Caſtel as they met in fyght 


De llewe kynge Jertha lyke amaly knyght. 


Thus in bzefe tyme holdyng his paſſage, 
Foz comon pꝛofyte. as made is mencion, 
By hys wiledome and knightly bye cozage 


Bꝛought al Affrike to ſubiection, 


Which ſtode afoze in rebellion | 
To the Romapns:but all their ſturdines 
The ſayd Pompey dyd in haſte redzeſle, 


The greateſt enemy agayne Rome toun 
Thylke dapes was one Sertozius, 


And of foztune, whych is nowe vp now doun 


On Pompepe ones was victoꝛious: 
But after ſoone of hym it happed thus, 
Among his meyny fallynge at debate 
He ſlayne was in hys molt hye eltate, 


Akter the dethofthys Sertozius 


Came Poꝛpenna Pompeye to aſſaple, 
And as they mette anone Pompeius 

Ful lyke a knyght ſlewe him in battaile: 
Which victozy greatly dyd auaple 

To the Romains, after by gouernaunce 
He bzought Spapne to their obepſaunce. 


By auctozite gyue by the Senate 

This Noble Pompepe foz vaple of the cite 
Upon the ſea would (ſuffer no Pyzate, 
Where euer he tame frohym they dyd tee: 
Foz wyth his Gyppes he ſcoured ſo the ſee 
And bare hym there lo mãly with hys hande, 
That maugre thẽ he bzought thẽ to the land. 


Al the pyꝛates and theſe falſe robbours 
Igadꝛed out were of the region. 

Called Splla, whych lyke to rauinours 
Made agapne Rome a conſpiracion, 
Robbed and \poyled ſaylyng vp and doun 
Komapyne marchites,# people of ech countre, 


That none was ſo hardy to paſſe by the ſee, 
After Pompep had made the ſee to obey 


The ſixte boke. 


That Pyzate none durſt theron abpde, 

He by the Senate was ſent out to warrep 
Towarde thozient, his knightes by his ſyde: 
And where loeuer that he dyd abyde 

Mime auctour wziteth by influence of heauẽ, 
His conqueſt was (wifte as fyze oz leuin. 


And to the encreaſe ot his eternal glozye 
Perpetually to get hym a name, 

Yys laude and renome to put in memozye, 
He buylded a cite in Alia oł᷑ great fame, 
Called Nichopoly, Bochas layeth the ſame: 
Twene two flodes, that one Frarales 

And that other was called Eukrates. 


He buylded this cite onely of entent | 
That Komayne knyghtesÞ were fall in age, 
And ſuch as were in the warres ſpent 
Shoulde ot cuſtome haue their herbergage 

¶ Thys was the cuſtome and vlage 

In that cite al wap, and not fayle) 

Beddyng and clothes ſpendyng # vytaple. 


Pompeye after rode in to Xrmeny 
Rebellto Rome, where Tigranes was king, 
Fought w him there, a thzough his chyualry 
Diſconfyted hym,there was none abidpnge: 
Wyere Tigranes hym ſelfe lubmyttynge 
Unto Pompeye,wpth euery cirtumſt aunce 
Euer to abyde vnder hys obeplaunce. 


Than in al haſte Pompey gan hymhye 
Toryde to Alia, where lyke a manly knyght 
e gate the kyngdome called Abanpe, 
ych toke his name who ſo loke aryght 
Of whytnes,koz euery maner wyght 
That there is bozne by recoꝛde of wzitynge, 
White as ſnowe hath his heet chynyng. 


There ben houndes marueilous of nature 
Foz taſſaile bulles and lyons, | 
No wylde beaſt may agayne them endure 
So Pompeye by many regions F= 
Rode thzugh Armeny with hys champions: 
Where growen herbes 5 may neuer faynt 
What euer colour man lyſt wyth the paynt, 


Conquered realmes aboute in euery cooſt, 
1 — 8 
n yth a 
Dilſconfited,as madeis mencion, | 
With his power to Surry he came doun⸗ 4 
Than to Fenice a kyngdome of great fame, } 
2 


 Whyche of Fenix whylome toke his name. 


of John Bothas 


Bꝛought al theſe countrees to ſubieccion, 
Of Sidonye, the myghty ſtrong cyte 

Of Iturie, he toke polleſſyon, 4 
Thzugh Trabp, he came downe to Inde, 
Whyche of Jewes was ſometime the coũtre: 
Of Libanus he paſſed the mountaine 

Where Ceders growe as authours ſapne. 


Sent tofoze him entring in that realme 

One Gabinius a myghty ſtronge conſtable, 
Reignyng that tyme in Jeruſalem 
Ariſtobolus a prince ful notable; | b 
And foz the temple was ſtrong a pꝛegnable. 
Layde a ſiege about in bꝛed and length 
Space of thze monthes, gate it ſo by ſtrength 


Chꝛee. M. Jewes vnder þ wall were founde 
Dead at the aſſaut, whych made reliſtence, 
The wal after beaten downe to grounde: 
Pompey than by ſturdy violence 
Is entred in. without reuerence 
Sancta ſanctozum men that place call 
Made by Hyzcanus hyeſt pꝛeiſt of all, 


The great byſhoppe Ariſtobolus _ 

Sent to Rome in myghty cheynes boũde, 
Towarde Septẽtrion J fynde wꝛytten thus 
Gate.vit.kingdss with citees walled rotide, 
Rebel to Rome, he dyd them confounde 
Wyth myghty lwerde, gate all the countre 
Fro Caucaſus downe to the reed ſec, 


In his conqueſt it lempt verily |, 

Is the goddes had done they2 cure, 

And that foztune was wyth them eke buſy: 
This mighty Pompey pꝛince of Allure 
What euer hym liſt by conqueſt to recure, 
In Spapne he gate whan they were rebels 
Che. C.cytees and. lx.ſtronge caſtels. 


Harde to remembꝛe his conqueſtes echone, 
Al the pzoweſles of thys knyghtly man, 
Towarde the partie of Septentrion 

A thoulande caſtels I fynde that he wan, 
Sire hundꝛed mo fro tyme that be began 
Eight and thirty citees out of dout 

With mighty walles cloſed rounde aboute. 


Peyle his dedes his conqueſtes marciall, 
Thz:iſe Conſul choſe foz his encrees, 
Rede pe hall fynde howe he was egall 
To Alyſandze,oz to Hercules, ; 
Where that euer he put hym (elfe in pꝛees 
Il came to hande,concludyngcye mape ſe) 


Leaf.czivt 
Tocommen pꝛolite of Rome the cyte. 


His marctal dedes to put in remembꝛaunte 
One was chole to do his diligence, 

To enacte his conqueſtes in ſubſtaunce, 
Ind his knighthode to ſinguler excellence, 
Ind Trifanes famous of eloquence 
Alligned was vnto that labour, 

Toke his guerdon of the common treaſour. 


Pompey of Rome was chefe gouernour, 
Ceſar abſente in Gaule a far countre, 
Which time Pompey ſtode in great fauour 
Both of Foztune and Rome the citpe, 
Somwhat made blynde ofhys pꝛolperite: 
Purpoſyng in his clymbing not ſtable 

He would haue none Þ were to hym ſcblable, 


Unto purpoſe was (ayd ful yoze agone, 

Howe that loue, nouther hye loꝛdchyppe, 

(Pzefe hath bene made in many mo than one) 
outher ofthe would haue no felowGyppe, 

Eche by his own would hys partie kepe 

In theſe two caſes bꝛother vnto bꝛother 

Fayleth at a poynt eche wyll put out other. 


To Pompey reſoztynge nowe agayne 

He toke on him al the gouernaile 

Ok ß Nomains, as ye haue herde me ſayne, 
Both ok eſtates, commons, and poꝛayle: 
And foz his parte al that myght auaile 

In makinge lawes, ſtatutes, oꝛ decre 

Al vp engroled by hys aucthoꝛitie. 


Folke this while which that had enuy 
Towarde Ceſar in his long abſence, 
Let make a lawe by conſpiracy 

Ind a ſtatute concluding in ſentence 
Without cxcepcion fauoure oz reuctence 
No man ſhould by wil ofthe Senate, 
Jnhts abſence be choſe to none eſtate, 


Noz be admitted by no pꝛocuratoure 
To haue aucthozite of dignite oꝛ office, 


In court of Tribunenoz of Senatoure 


To be pꝛomoted, this was they2 adutce 
Wer he neuer ſo manly noꝛ ſo wile, 
This lawe oꝛdained by folke enuious 
Foz hyndꝛing onely of Ceſar Julius. 


Whan Julius knewe their falſe wozking z 
Fro Gaule lent vp to the cite 

Al the Senate requiring by w2ytyng, 

To graunt hin by their auctozite py 
* its | I 
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The ſirteboke 


Of triumphe the notable dignite, 
To haue allo the offyce and eſtate 
Called in Rome the ſecond Conſulate. 


Foz hym allegyng many a great byctozye 
In diuers countrees done fox the eite, 
Many conqueſtes notableof memozye 


Wꝛought by the knyghthode of his equite: 


Kequiringe them guerdonedfoz to be. 


But contrary vnto his entent 
They denied him al by one aſſent, 


Which was chefe grounde rote # occaſion 
That bꝛougyt in fyaſt the controuerlye, 
Ciuil diſcozdes,and frowarde deuiſion, 
Whan euery man dꝛough to hys partie 


Ok olde hatered to kyndel newe enup, 


Cauſing pzinces Julius and Domep 
To theyz confucion eche other towarrey, 


The triumphe denied to Ceſar 
Fraude of Popey made him therof faple, 
Ok whole dilceite Julius was ware, 


Made him redy wyth many a ſtrong battaile, 


Palſed ouer the Alpes of Itaple, 
Fully in purpole playnely it he might 
Dith the Komains and Popey foz to fight. 


Thus gan the warres atwene thele pꝛinces 
Pdopep chole foꝛ partie oł the toun (twapne, 
To be their duke and captapne louerapne 
Agayne Ceſar as made is mencion: 

And thus alas the deſolacion 

Sued of the cite by many a ſtrange ſigne, 
With vacouth tokẽs whan they gan maligne, 


At the ginnyng of theſe wokul warres 

Jn the heuyn were ſene dꝛedkul lightes, 
Sparclyng bzodes, comets vncouth ſtarres, 
Flame of fyꝛe, w many fearfull lyghtes, 
Lykelampes bzcEning al the longe nightes: 
Caſtynge of ſperes and dartes in the aire, 
Wherby Romapns fyl in great diſpayze, 


From the partye of Septentrion 

Towarde Kome came full great lyghtninge, 
At noone lene ſtarres, lpke blode the ſon Gon, 
The Mone eclypſed terrible in hewyng, 
The mount Ethna fearfully bzennyng 
From hys cauernes caſt vp flames rede 
Toward Jtaile,whych let thẽ in great dzede 


But of Caribdes a danger in the (ee 


Wawes terrible boyled vp lyke blode, 


From the rockes that in Cicile be 


Was herd houling of hoũdes that were wode: 


Ueſta the goddelle in Rome where the ſtode 
M pd her teple, was al wyth teares ſpꝛeynt, 
Wyã the heaflp kyzes were afoze her queint. 


Atoze the goddeſſe at the auter pzinciple 
Was fire perpetuall bꝛennyng day a nyght, 
Tyl warres ciuple hateful and terrible 
Gan amõg Romapyns in the cotaglous fight; 
Than of vengeaũce anon was queit þ lyght 
Tofoze Uelta,the fyze partynge on twayne 
Ok diuilion a token ful certayne, 


Erthe quaues ſodayne and terrible 
Ouertourned caſtels vp ſo doune, 

Wyth flodes tage, hydous and hozrible 
Neptunus dyd great diſtruction, 

D20wned vyllageſt and many a manſion, 
Reuerſed in temples of golde al their veſſels, 
Thzewe doun baners, ſtäderdes, and penſels 


Sayne theſe lygnes was founde none areſt, 
The vn wate miſcheke coude no ma declyne, 
Lyons d wolues came doun fro the foꝛeſt 
Wyth many other beaſtes ſauagyne: 
Wylde beaſtes,and ſerpentes of rauyne 
Came to the cite, and ſome agapne kynde 
S pake as do men in Bochas as J fynde, 


Dyuers foules which ok their nature 


Haue in cuſtome to ſtye but a nyght, 

Ifoze theſe warres dyd hem ſelfe aſſure 

At midday, whan Phebus is moſt bꝛyght, 
Thzough their cite foꝛ to take their ſtyght: 
Women with chylde (the ſtoꝛp lyſt not fayn) 
Bzought fozth (ome that had heades twame. 


Tofoze thele warres that called were ciuple, 


Senatours beyng in Rome town 


Came to the woman that called was Sibile, 
Un:oher made thys queſtion, 


To declare by Gozt concluſion 


Among their other queſtions al, 
Ok their cite what foztune houlde befall, 


To whom the gaue an anſwere full obſcure 
Wyerupon Ge made them ſoze muſe, 

Toke them ſire letters ſet in playne ſcripture, 
Which in no wple they myght not refuſe; 
Foz falſe rightes that they dyd vſe 

Lyke the thze letters twyle let in numbꝛe 
Who Underſtadeth they Gall þ toun encõ be. 


The 


of John Vochas 
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Leaf.cxivit, 


ThieRR R fy:ſt che ſet on arowe Were ouer Rome ſene flying al the nyght. 
And thze F I in oꝛder faſt by, | 
Long tyme after oz they coude knowe Another token pitous foz to here 
The expolicion thereof openly, Which aſtonied many a pzoude Romayne, 


Tyl their diuinours gan ſerche ſubtelly 
To fyndeout lyke to their entent, | 
By the lixe letters what Sibyle ment, 


Ok this wozde regnum the fyꝛſt letter is N 
So is the capitall of Rome the citye, 

Wyo loketh a ryght the thirde is not ferre, 
This wozde ruet gynneth wyth N parde, 
Of whiche wozdes whan they ioyned be 
The ſentence concludeth in meanyng 

Ok their cite the ruinous fallynge 


Couchyng thꝛe F F F who can adnertiſe, 
Ok this woꝛde Xerro goth tofozne, 

And the chefe letter of Fame to deuyſe 

Js f alſo,the pꝛoceſſe wel fozthe bozne 

The ſame of vlãma by whyche ß towne was 
Of which reaſons make a conitiction, (lozne; 
Cauſyng of Rome finall diſtruction. 


Fy2e,ſwerd,# hunger cauſed by the warreg, 
Deſye of clymbyng,frowarde ambicion 
Sheweyng ofcometes,# vncouth ſterres 
With pꝛonoſtikes of their deſcrecion, 

Wozſt of al wiifal deuiſion, 

Among them ſelfe by bnware vyolence, 

Ok letters ſyxe accompliched the ſentence; 


The werde of Celat werres of Pompey, 
Twene theſe twayne laſtyng a great whyle, 
Made many a Romayne and Italien to dep 
By the battayls that called were Ciuple: 
With pꝛophecies remembzed of Sibile 

As the wzityng ful wel reherce can, 

Ofthe olde Poete that called was Lucan, . 


In Martes temple on heith where he ſtode 
And Bellona the goddes diſpitous, _ 
The pꝛeeſtes cried # offred vp tyeir blode, 
Vith lamentacion lyke folke furious, 
auſe ot tokens fel and contrarious 
ych that were Gewed in that ſentuary, 
How their gods to Romains were cotrarye; 


Imiorig deade bones that lay in their graues 
- Were voyces herd lyke woodmen in their ra⸗ 
Cryeof goſtes in tauernes # in caues (ges, 
Herde in feldes,pathes and paſſages, 
Labozers ted home to thett byllages: _ 

Derpentes and adders ſcaled ſpluer bzyghte 


Dead bodies dyd in the feldes appere 
LCOhiche in battayle had afoze be flayne, 
Ito their tombes rilyng where they lapne: 
LObhiche in the warres wofull and diſpitoug 
Were ſlapne by Sylla # pꝛoude Marius. 


It was eke tolde by their diuinours - 
Howe Pompeyus was lyke to haue a fall, 
And howe theſtate of Romapne Emperours 
With theyz triumphes that be imperiall 

At Julius fyꝛſt nowe begyn ſhall, 

Ind after him theſtate al fozth pꝛocede 

By election oz in Linial kinrede, 


To withſtande the power of Ceſar _. 
Which towarde Rome toke hys waye ryght 
Popey was ſent,wiſe,manly a ryghte ware, 
But whan he herde tel of the myght 

Df Julius, he tokehym toflyght: 

Eke all the Senatours wyth hym dyd flee, 
Towarde Eppze,in Grete a ſtronge cite, 


Pompey was holde famous in chiualry, 
Ceſar but yong and hardy foz taſſayle, 
Upon the platnes of Grece and Theſſaly 
Pompey and he had a great battaile, 
Gapne Julius ſwerde no Romaine might as 
Cõſtrained of fozce þ felde to fozlake (uaile, 
Toward Egipt they haue the way take, 


Poͤpey thozugh Cipze came to Tholome 4 


By a great water at Paphus dyd ariue, 
On the ſtronde there he dyd ſe 

A ſtately plate, and vphe went bliue, 
The name of which plainly to diſcriue 
Cacobaſyle the countre dyd it cal, 


Ol whych name the foztune is thus kal. 


Che name tokeneth of frowarde ariuaile, 
DSovonyng in great, vnhappp auenture, 

By which the truſt of Pompey dyd fayle; 
Fyl in diſpeyze and myght it not recure: 
Foꝛſoke that ple a dyd hys buſpe cure, 

To take a chyppe ſo by the ſee ſapling 
Towarde Egipt, where Tholome was king. 


Ok truſt he lledde to this Tholome 

In hope he choulde fynde in hym ſocour, 

Fayze chere chewed vnder duplicite 

Fapled at the poynt, gaue jim = na, a 
* „. 
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The ſixte boke. 


Xlbe Pompey by his frendly labour 
Crowned hym kyng in Egipt as J fynde, 
To whome agapne ye was falſe & bnkynde, 


To mete Pompey he let ſtuſfe a barge 

By amaner pꝛetence offrendlyhede , 

Gaue his meyny that were there in charge 
To murdꝛe Popey, behight the gret mede, 
Tweyne there were ß bare to him haterede; 
And in the veſſel with charpe [werdes whet, 


Oz he was ware ol his head they (met, 


That one ot them was called Ichplas 

Ind his felowe named was Fotyne 

Toke vp the head of that pꝛince alas, 
Famous in knighthode bozne of gentell line: 
Among Romains, as authours determine, 
Holde in hys tyme, ik men do hym ryght, 
Thꝛough al the wozlde one the beſt knyght. 


Thus erthly pzinces Wal their põpus fame 
Which ouer the woꝛld yeueth ſo gret a ſoun, 
Of lauter and murdze they toke firſte their 
By falſe tauyn and extoꝛcion: (name, 
Clambe ſo vp fyꝛſt to dominacion, 

B2enyng ok tountreis conqueſt by byolence, 
Set them in chaires of wozldly excellence 


In this batayle that called was ciuile, 
Holde atwene Pompey a Ceſar Julius, 
Thꝛe hundꝛed. M. ayne within a whyle, 
The thoulande take the ſtoꝛy telleth thus: 
Without pꝛinces notable and glozioug 

As kynges and pꝛetours reckned al atoneg, 
Tribunes, Conluls, and Centurtones , 


Phebus on þ ſoil might not his bemes ſpzed, 
Noꝛ on the groũde ſhewe out his clere lyght, 
Men that were ſlayne laye ſo thicke on bꝛede 
That of the earth no man had a ſyght, 


Wolues, beares, rauinous foules of tight 


Came great plente to fede there echeday 
Belyde the ryuer of Nile where they lay. 


Gobbets offleſhe whych foules dpd arace 


Fto dead bodies bozne bp in the ayze, 


Fyl fro the clawes bpon Julius face 
Impdde the felde, where he had repatre, 
Made his vilage blody and not fapze: 


Albe that he to his encrees of glozpe, 


Had thylke day of Komayns the vyctozye. 


The head of P6pey bzought W his ſtately rig 
Offred vp to Julyug hye pꝛelence 


He by compaſſpon the murdze aduertilyng 


Ok his innate imperpal excellence 

Btaſt out to wepe, and in his aduertence 
Thought it pyte a pzice of lo great myght, 
Shuld ſo be layn,Þ was lo good a knight, 


The coꝛſe abode without a ſepulture 

Tyll one Codrus of compaſſyon 

After the bataple and diſconfyture, 
Beſought bym of great affection 
To hyde the trunke lowe in the (ades doun, 
Sought tymbꝛe & there he fonde but (mall, 
Co do exequies with fyzes funerall, 


Howe ſith thys pꝛinte came to uche miſchet 
Murdzed a lapne by Tholome the kyng, 
Here of her power foztune hath made a pzefe 
What truſt there is in any wozldly thynge; 
After his deth wanted he not buryeng: 
This pzoude P6pey ſo famus of his hande, 
Ok tythe deuoured as he lay on quicſande, 


What Gall men ſet by power oz nobleſle: 
Df llyding goodes, oꝛ any wozldly glozye 
Which to reſtrayne may be no ſyckernes, 
Foztune and the woꝛlde is (otran(itozy, - 
Though Mars to day gyue a man bictozye 
ore to moꝛowe vnwarelp he hal dep, 
take recozde of Ceſar and Pompey, - 


Sith al tant bnder daunger of Foztune 
Pe worldly men do your loke bp dzeſſe 
To thilke place where top doth aye cotune, 
The blynde lady hath there none entreſſe: 
Set pꝛide alyde take pou to mekeneſſe, 

To (ue vertue do truely pour labour 


Gaine al pompe make Popey your myꝛrour. 


CLenuop, 


— 
— 


12 tragedy of Duke Pompey = 
Declareth in groſſe the chefe occaſion 
Why he and Ceſar gan fyꝛſt warrey, 
Eche againe other,thzough bayne ambicion 
Tohauelozd@yppe and dominacion 

Ouer p Romains, by fauer,fraude,oz mighte 
Poſſeſſion take, no fozceof wong noz ryght. 


Totrouthes partie pꝛide is loth to obey, 
Ertozt power doth great ditruction 


Wyſe al out of the wa 
yle police th pe, pꝛubent 


of John Bochas 


Pꝛudent counſatle age with diſcrecion 

Loſt their liberte of tree election, (wyght, 
Who was molt ſtronge with him helde euery 
Poſſeſſion take no fozce of wzonge noz right, 


Such deuiſton made many man to dey, 
Bought the cyte to delolacion, 

With two pzinces foztune lyſt to pley, 

Till from her whele che caſt the both doun: 
Subtel dilceit, fraude, and colluſion 

By ambicious climbinge blent their ſyght, 
Poſſeſſion take, no fozce of wzonge noꝛ right. 


Noble pzinces remembze what J ſaye, 
Peyle this ſtozy wythin youre reaſon, 

Of kalle lurmoũting auarice beareth the key, 
Kecoade of Ceſar # Pompey of Nome toun: 
Whoſe wylkull warres à hateful diſcencion 
Geueth clere warning to you æ euery wyght, 
Ho claime is wozth without title of ryght, 


The.xii.chapter, 


CHowe victoꝛious Julius Ceſar bzente the 
veſſels of Tholome,flough Achilas that 
woulde haue murdzed hym: and after 
great victozies was murdzed with 
him ſelte bodkins by Bzutus 

Caſſius. 


ter the woful complayntelamentable 
Ok Pompeyecs deth, pitous foz to here, 
Wartes remèbzed Wtrelös impoztable, 
Compaſſed fraudes faced with fayze chere, 
Conſpired murdze.reherſed the manere 
How kinge Tholome fraudulent ok courage, 
The dethe conſpired of Poinpey fall in age; 


The pꝛoceſſe tolde J holde it were but vayne 
Thereof to wzyte a newe tragedy, 

Thing ones (ayde to reherce agayne 

It were but pdel as foz that partie, 

But howe Ceſar went out of Theſſaly 
Came to Fliſandze to lodge him in that place, 
IJ will remeber with luppoꝛte of youre grace, 


He lodged was in the paleys royall, 

Where he was buſy by diligent labour 
Thzough that region in temples royal 

To ſpoile goddes,and haue al their treaſour, 
Where he was mocked and founde no fauour; 
Foz Achilas whych that lewe Pompey, 


Leaf.criviit, 
Caſt him with Ceſar pꝛoudly to warrey. | | | 


His purpoſe was to fall vpon Ceſar 8 
(As of nature was hys condicion  . . 11 
Fallely to murdꝛe men oz they were ware) N 
By ſome ſleight to fynde occaſion | | 
To diſtroy Julius by treaſon, 1 
Ind to accomplyſhe hys purpole in party il 
Had twenty thouſands in hys company. | i 


This Achilas falſe, cruel, — I 
Calthim diſcepue Ceſar if he myght, [ 


Ok the Egipciens leader and conſtable 


With the Romayns purpoſeth foz to fyghte: 
But whan Ceſar therof had a lyghte, 


He is diſcended and faſt by the lee 
Bzent al the naup ofkynge Tholome; 


All the veſſels were dꝛiuen bp wyth a flode 
To great domage of the ſayd Tholome, 
Julius bꝛent them euyn there he ſtode 

And a great parte beſyde of the cite, 

Ind there was bꝛent, which was great pite, 
The famous iybꝛary in Egipt of the kyng 
Full.xl.thouſande volumes there lying, 


Jn which thing Bochas reherſeth in ſentence 
Howe Tholome was greatly commendable MJ. 
That thzough his buſy royall pꝛouidente 1 
Made him elke alibzarye ſo notable: = 
Foz to al clerkes in ſtudy that were able | 01 
Ok leuen lciences,the ſtoꝛy bereth mynde, 
Lybke their deſire myght bokes fynde; 


Ifter this kyꝛe in Farus the countre 

The Egipciens had a great battaile, 

her Ceſar was of gteat neteſlite 

That day conſtrained whan ß felde can fayle 1 
Toke a barge from Egypt foꝛ to ſaile: all 
But ſo great pꝛees folowed at his backe, MM! 
Almoſt the veſſel was lyke to go to wzacke, th | 


Ceſar armed with letters in his hande, ill. 
Put his perſon that daye in a venture, lf 


Two hundzed paas he manly ſwam to lande, 1! 2 
And conpngly to lande he doth recure, {ol 
Notwithſtandyng his heuy great armure: | 1 
But yet tokoze oz Ceſar toke the ſee 0 


He in the felde had take Tholome ; 


And Ichilas the murder of Pompey, 
With al his felowes that were of aſſent, þ 
Were flapne that daye there went non — | 
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The lixte boke 


Many Egipcien the ſame tyme bꝛent, 
Ceſar of mercy foz Tholome hath ſent 

To Ilyſandꝛe, ſent hym home ot newe 
Charging he Gould to Komapnes be trew. 


But whan he was deliuered from pꝛilon 

Of Egipciens in Alyſandze the cite 

From euerp coaſt gadzedgreat foyſon, 
Igaine Julius came downe with his mepne: 

But yet foꝛ all hys haſty cruelte 

Such reſiſtence Ceſar gan to make 

That. xx. M. that day were ſlayne @ take, 


Sirxtie galeys not farre fro the lande 

Twelue. M. men comynge to Tholome 

Echone were pelded, and bzought to hande 

Of Julius hys pꝛiſoners to be: 

Than Tholomeus buſted hym to flee 

To the water, where maugre al hys myght 
He dꝛowned was in his haſty flyght. 


He knowen was by his rich habur ion 

Of golde and ſtele it was entremayled, 

By Ceſar ſent vnto the royall toun, 

Which foꝛ dyffence was ſtrongip enbattailed 
Buccles of golde richely enamapled, 
Which tokens anone as they haue (epne 
Delpeired to Ceſar (ent agepne, 


Ok ths to Ceſar was made fayth # homage, 
The realm of Egipt bzought to ſubiection, 
Tyl he of grace and merciful cozage 

To Cleopatra gaue all that region 
Longyng to her by (ſucceſſion, 

By tptel of tyght that tyme # none other 
Becaule onely Tholome was her bzother. 


Aypng Lagus whylom in his teſtament 
Father to Cleopatra and to Tholome, 
Tofoze his deth by great auiſement 
Clerely enacted his laſt volunte | 
Thathys kingdome departed (ould be, 
Halfe to Tholome as his bequeth was, 
That other halte to quene Cleopatras, 


She by her bzother was holde in pziſon 
To kepe her w2ongly from her heritage, 
YOhereof Ceſar had compaſſion 
Purpoſed him to refozme her domage, 
And whpyle that he helde there his hoſtage 
Of equite,oflawe,and of reaſon 

Ok al Egipt gaue her polleſſion, 


Than came Juba of Libye loꝛde a kyngs 


Sower of ftrynes and diſcencion, 
P2oude,bye of pozte ,# cruell in wozkinge, 
Whiche in eſpectal had indignacion 

Unto the woꝛthy laſt Scipton, 

Cauſe he was choſe lyke as bokes ſep, 

To ſuccede next Conſulto Pompey, 


Thys Juba bare to hym great hatrede, 
Sougyt a quarel againe hym foz a thyng 
Cauſe that he was cladde in purple wede, 
Foz him allegyng howe onely pb clothynge 
No maner eſtate choulde vſe but a kynge: 
Went fozhym ſelfe ſyttyng in ropall trone 
He wold as kyng that colour weare alone, 


Here myne authour maketh a digreſſion 
Puttynge enſample of Aimapne the countre, 
Dayth that there is none other nacion 
Touchyng array that is ſo dyſguyſe 

In waſte of cloth and ſuperfluyte, 
Keherſyng here in full playnelangage 


In manp wile ſuch waſt doth great damage; 


It cauſeth pꝛide and ambition 

Igapne the vertue of humilite, 

To Lechery it gyueth occaſion 

Which is contrary vnto chaſtite, 
Waſt of array ſette folke in pouerte, 
Cauleth alſo ſuch coſtage ſpent in vayne, 
Df other pooze to haue ful great diſdayne, 


Where ſuperfiutte is bled of array 

Kyore fol _werh,pzoude pozt and pdelneg, 
With waſt of tyme dziue fozth the day: 

Late dzinkyng, watch,ſurfet,# dzonkenes, 
Engendzeth feuers and many greate exceſle; 
Thus euerp ſurket englued is to other, 

And one myltule bayngeti in another. 


God luſtreth wele there be a difference 
Touchynge aray as men ben ot degre, 

Dye eſtates that ſtande in excellence 

Mulſt be pzeferred of reaſon men mape ſe, 
As cloth of golde ſtones of pyzre 
Was foz pzices with other frech elothinges, 
But ſpectally purple was foz kynges. 


Thus was there (et of hye diſcrecion 

Atap accozdyng to pzynces hie nobles, 
And foz other eſtates lower downe 

LL yke their degrees, twene pouert a riches 
An oder kept from ſcarſyte and extes: 

A meane pꝛouided atwene hie and lowe 
Lyke to him (elfe eche man may be — 


But kyng Juba inſolent and madde 

O f ſurquedy caught an opinion | 
That none but he in parple Gould be clad, 
Cauſyng debate twene hym and Scipion: 
pet were they partie bothe with Rome toun 
Agayne Ceſar,and dꝛewe towarde Pompey 
Foz which at myſchefe bothe they dyd der. 


Whan Juba felte him ſelfe of no powere 
Agayne Ceſar to holdechamparty, 
Foz ſoꝛzow he loſt countenaunce and chere 
Ok hie diſdaine and melancoly, 

Called one Peitrin a knight ok his alp: 
Made thẽ by aſſent þ they were bothe faine 
Felly to fight tyll one of them was llayne, 


Againe nature was this (raunge fight, 

Eche to ſlee other and knewe no cauſe why, 
But foz king Juba was an hardy knight 

he llewe his felowe and abode pꝛoudip, 

And rather chaſe to die wylfully 

Ok hie diſpyte and ok pꝛoude cozage, 

Chan vnder Celar to liue in ſeruage. 


Made tall a man whome he loued wele 
Gaue vnto him golde and great guerdon 
To take a ſwerde fo2ged of fyne tele 

And make therof no lengar delacion, 

But he ould foꝛz ſhoꝛt concluſton 

Take vpon him, a haue no feare nozdzede, 
Wityout tarping to (mite of his heade, 


Thus king Juba rather chaſe to dep 

Than lenger liue in ſubiection 

Under Ceſar,he loued ſo well Pompep. 
Than next to Bochas as made is mencyon 
Came Ariſtobolus w face #loke caſt doun, 
Which was to Rome aloꝛe as J haue tolde 
Sent by Pompey to be kept in holde. 


Which after was delyueted from pꝛiſon 

By helpe of Ceſar in full haſty wyſe, 
Standing in hope of his region 

To be reſtozed vnto the fraunchyſe, 

Where Hyztanus as ye haue herde the gyſe 
Pꝛekerred was to his great hindzing, 

By Pompey of Jewes crowned king, 


Whiche Ariſtobolus hopeth to recure 

Caſt meanes there to reigne againe, 
Wꝛought thereon,dyd his buſy cure, | 
Whoſe haſty laboure was but ſpent i vaine, 
Fyll inthe handes ofa pꝛoude capteine 


Which that whilom was loginge to Pöpep, 
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And he with potlon vuwarely made him dep, 
The.xiii.C hapter. 
C Dow the laſt Scipis Conſulere of Rome, 


foz he lyſt nat to liue in ſeruage of 
Julius, rofe hym ſelfe to 


the hearte, 
i 
Nl 


Conlulere, 


Ext came the laſt woꝛthy Stipion 
ih whome Juba was at dil- 


Whiche after Pompey was made 
cenſton 


Foz wearing purple as was tolde well ere: 


Ind afterwarde fyl in great feare 
whan Ceſar had within Libye lande 
Dutrayed the with ſtrong a mighty hande. 


Wherby Scipion gan fall in diſpeyze, - 


© Loſthis chere as man diſconſolate, 


With thze romains gan make his repeyze 
Danlippus, lectozie and Tozquate, 
Goyng to\hyppe the time infoztunate: 
Towarde Spapne, the tẽpeſt gan thẽ dꝛiue, 
That they in Iffrike vnwarely dyd ariue. 


Stipion ſeing this wo full caſe ſodayne 
Howe he was bꝛought vnwatly to miſcheke, 
Foz Scicius a mighty ſtronge captaine 
Being a Pyꝛate and ot the ſea a thefe 
Whicheis a name of full great repzefe, 

The lame Pyzatelongyng to Ceſare 

Fyll on Scipion oz thathe was ware, 


Beyng in purpole tokehim pziſonere, 
Withmn his @yppe tofoze his arinaile, 

Foz which alas dul gan his chere | 
Vis countenaunce appall, and eke fayle, - 
To tynd comfozt no man coude him coũſaile: 
Pulled out aſwerd whanhe might nat ſtert, 
Ind role him elle eupn to the hert. 


This was thende at laſt of Scipion, 
Leauer he had at miſchefe ſo to dey 
(Than vnder Ceſar lye fettred in pziſon, 
Oꝛ to his lozdthippe in any wyle obey: 
To Bochas next him came Pompey 
Sonne and heyꝛe to great Pompeyug,; 
Contrary alſo to Ceſar Julius. 


Had bꝛetherne and luſterne mo than ont 

And many another of their aliaunce, 

And of aſſent they caſl them NN ot 
* ! 


Leaf.cxiir. 


Upon Celar to take therof vengeaunce: 
Eke vpon Tholome which by colluſyon 
Slough their father by full falſe trapſon. 


The eldeſſt bzother called eke Pompey 
Being in Spaine with ful great apparayle, 
Caſt himofnewe Ceſar to warrey, 

And his people pzoudly to aſlaplez: 

Ind as J fynde there was a great bataple, 
In which Pompey the eldeſt ſon ok thze 
By Julius men conſtrained was to flee. 


He fonde no ſocour noz reteit him to laue 

Ol his like he tanding in great dꝛede 
Knowyng no rekute fled in to a caue, 
Telcape a wap knew no better rede, 
Where he was flaine to Ceſar bꝛought hys 
Sent foꝛth in ſcoꝛne anon to Hiſpalee, (hede: 
Which in Spo yne is a full great tyte. 


Thus by pꝛoteſſe al holy the kinrede 

Of Pompeius foz ozt concluſion, 

By Ceſar was and by his men in dede 
Without mercy bzought to diſtruction: 
Thus ganencreas the tame and renoun 
Of Julius conqueſtes, on ſea # eke on land, 
Whole moztal ſwerd might no man witand. 


Firſt in Libie, S paine, and eke Jtayle 

Thexperience of his royal putſſaunce, 

In Germany by many ſtrong batatile, 
His power p2cued ofte times tn Fraunce, 


Bꝛought all theſe kingdoms to þ obeilaunce 


Ok the romains, peiſed al this thing and ſein 
Touching his guerdõ his laboz was in vein, 


Toward Rome making his repeyꝛe 

By him appeaced ciuil dilcencions, | 
Ol Thzone imperial climbing in the eye 
Foz the conqueſt of. xiit,regions 

Ok the triumphe required the guerdong: 
Which to recure his foꝛte hath applied, 
Albe the Senate his requeſt hath denied. 


And his name moꝛe to magnifye, 

To chewe the glozy ok his hie nobleſſe 

To the Capitole faſt he gan him hie, 

As Emperour his domes there to dꝛeſſe: 
That day began with ioy and gladneſſe 
The eue nothing accozding w the mozowe, 
Thentring gladde thende care x ſozowe. 


The ſirte boke. 
Their kathers deth hauing in remembꝛaũce, 


Calphurnia whiche that was his wyle 
Had a dꝛeme the (ame night be foꝛne, 
Tokyns chewed of the ſame funerall rife 
Howe that her lozde was like to be lozne 
By conlpiracy compaſſed and ſwozne, 

fye that day without auilement 

n the Capitole latte in iugement. 


She dꝛemed alas as che laye and ſlept 
That her lozde thzough girt w many a wo 
Lap in her1appe, and the the body kept (de 
Ot womanhede like as che was bounde; 
But wo alas to true het dꝛeme was founde, 
The next moꝛowe no lenger made delay 

Ok his periody was hys fatall day, 


A pooꝛe man called Congilius 

Whiche ſecretly the traiſon did eſpy, 
Let wꝛite a letter, toke it to Julius, 
The cale declaring of their conſpiracy, 
Which to rede Celar lyſt natapply: 
But woalas ambicious negligence 
Cauled his murdze by vn ware violence, 


Ceſar ſitting amydde the conſyſtozie 

In his eſtate moſt imperiall, 

After many conqueſtes and victozie 
Foztune awapting to giue hym a fall, 
With bodkpns perſingeas a nall, 

He murdzed was w many a moztal woid, 
Lo how falſe truſt in woꝛldly p6pe is found, 


CLenuoye, 
5 D2oughe all this booke rede eche 
tragedy | 
| Afoze reherled and put in remem- 
: bzaunce, 


Js none moze wofull to my fantaſy 
Than is the fall of Ceſar in ſubſtaunce: 
Which in his hyeſt imper iall puiſſaunce 
Whan he wende haue be moſtgloziougs, . 
Was murdzed at Rome, by Bzutus Caſſius, 


This martial pꝛinte ridig thzough L6bardy 
Eche countre pelded a bꝛought to obeiſaũce, 
Pallyng the Alpes rode thzough Germany, 
To lubiection bzought the realme of Frice, 
GateBzutes Albion by long continuaũce, 

Two luſtres paſſed, this manly Julius Job 


F 


And murdꝛed at Rome by Bꝛutus Calliug, 


Among the Senat was the conſpiracy 

All of aſſent and of one accozdaunce, 
Whole triumphe they pzoudely gan deny 
But maugre them was kept thobſeruaunce, 
His chare of golde with ſtedes ofpleſaunce 
Conueied thzough Rome this pꝛince moſt põ 
The murdze folowig by Bzutus Caſſiug(pus 


Keken his conqueſtes reken his chiualry, 
With a counterpeis of wozldly variaunce, 
Foztunes chaunges foꝛ his purparty 
Way all togyder caſt them in balaunce 
Set to of Celar the miſcheuable chaunce: 
With his periody ſodapne and enuious, 
Murdꝛed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius; 


Bokes all and Cronicles ſpecifpe 

By influence ofheuinly puruciaunce, 
Mars and Jupiter their fauour did apply 
With gladalpectes his nobleſſe to enhaunte, 
Mars gaue him man, Jupiter gouernaunce, 
Among pꝛinces holde one the moſt famous 
And murdꝛed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius, 


Beholde ot Xlyſandze the great monarchy 
Which all the wozid had vnder obeyſaunce, 
Tye pꝛoweſſe of Bectoz medled with gentry, 


Of Achilles the melancolike vengeaunce, - 


Reken of echone the quauering aſſuraunce: 
Among remembꝛing the fyneof Julius, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius; 


P:inces conſpdꝛe in marciall policy 

Is nouther truſt, faithe, noꝛ affiaunce, 
All ſtande in chaunge tb twicling of an epe, 
Up towarde heuin ſet your attendaunte: 


The wozlde bnſure & all wozldly pleſaunce, 


Loꝛdchip abydeth nat recozde on Julius, 
Murdzed at Rome by Bzutus Caſſius, 


che. xiiii. hapter, 


tPHowe Octauian ſuteeded next, and howe 
themurdzers of Julius died at 
| mpylcheke, | 
ter the dethe ofthis manly man, 


A This noble Pzince , this famous Ent- 
peroure, 


of John Wothas 
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Dis wozthy neue we called Octauian 
To reigne in Rome was next his ſucceſſour; 
Which did his deuoyꝛe by diligent labour 
To punych all tho of nature as he ought, 

By righttull dome Þ the murdze wzought, 


Chefe conſpiratour was Bzutus Caſſius 
Which of this murdze made all thozdinaunce, 
Another Bzute ſurnamed Decius 
Was one alſo conſpyꝛyng the vengeaunce 
Wꝛought on Ceſar,he after laine in France: 
Here mẽ may ſe what coaſtes þ men wende, 
How murdze alway requyzeth anyll ende. 


Within the ſpace almoſt ofthze pere 
Diſtroted were all the conſpiratours 
By lodaine dethe,# ſome ſtode in daungers 
To be baniſhed oz eryled as traitours: 
And as it is cronicled by aucthours, 
Space of thze yere rekened one by one 


Dyed at myſchefe the murdzers echone; 


To murdꝛe a pꝛinte it is a pitious thing, 
God of his right will take therof boͤgeaunce, 
Namely an Emperour ſo famous in ech thig 
Which all the wozld had in gouernaunce: 
Reken his coqueſtes digne ofremembzaunce 
Ill pepled in one Bochas beareth wytneſſe 
In hie eſtate is littell ſpkerneſſe, 


Che. xb. Chapter. 


CHowe Tullius was two tymes exyled 
and at the _ 8 by Pompi⸗ | 


v Pne auctoure re waite no longe 
N. — here waiteth ng 


P2 
44 Julius death complaining but a 
e, 

Co wꝛite of Tully in haſt he gan him dꝛeſſe 
Compendiouſly his like foz to compile, 
Complaining, fyꝛſt ſaith his barayne ſtyle 
Is inſufficient to wzite as men may ſens 
Ok ſo notable a tethozitiene. 


Lampe and lanterne of Romayne ozatourg - 


Among them called pzinceof eloquence, 
DnPernalohe gathered bp the flours 
This rethozicien molt of excellence, 
The — — 1 as Jtoke hede, 
Aerowne of laurer ſet bpon his head. 


Bochas | 
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The lixte boke 
Bochas aftonied gan in him le lle conclude 


His boke, abached, dull of his cozage, 
Thought his termes & reaſons were to rude 
And that he lacked conning and langage 
Wherby he ould to his auauntage 
. he labozed myting all his liue, 
Ok Tullius the merites to dilcriue, 


LOherof ſappaiſed he caught a fantaſy 
Within him lelfe remembzing anonright 
Though it ſo fall lomtime a cloudye ſkye 
Be chaſed with wynde afoze the ſon bzight, 
Oe Bochas dempre har his dal walting 

So Bochas dempte fi 2 
Eclypled nat of Tullius the ſhining, 


With rude langage a man may well repozte 
The laude ot triũphs # coqueſtes maruelus, 
Which thing remembzing gretiy giconfozt 
The herte of Bochas,# to him lelfe ſaid thug 
T wo colours lene that be contrarious 

As white and blacke it may be none other, 
Eche in his kinde cheweth moze foz other. 


In Phebus preſens ſtarres leſe their light, 
Clere at midday appereth nat Lucine, 
The fame of Tullt whilom one lo bzight 
zince of fayꝛe ſpeche father of Þ doctrine, 
hole bzight bemes vnto this houre ſhine: 
Sothly quod Bochas of who whi J endite 
My hande J fele quaking while J wzite, 


But foꝛ to giue folke orcaſfon 

Which in rethoztke haue moze experience 
Tyan haue J, and moꝛe inſpection 

In the colours and crafte of eloquence 
Them texite to do their diligence, 

Unto my waiting whan they map attende 
Ol compaſſion iny rudenefle to amende. 


Unto him ſelfe hauing this langage 
Bochas to wzite gan his pen delle, 
Under ſuppozte affozced his cozage 

To remembee thexcelient nobleſſe 

Ok this ozatonr, which with the lwetneſſe 
Ok his ditees abꝛode as they haue chyned, 
Vath this wozlde moſte clerelp enlumined. 


This Tug 9 7 * famous man 
Fyzfte toreniembzeof his natiuite 
Bozne at Arpinas.actte of Tultan 

Of blode royal diſcended who ly le: 
Grekyche bokes of olde antiquite 


Made of rethozibe, & intheir vulgar ſong 


Detranflated in to the latin tong, 


In tendze youth his countre he foꝛſoke 
And fro Tuſcan his paſſage he gan dzeſſe, 
Towarde Rome the right way he toke 
Entring the citie the renomed noble ſſe 
Yyddein his perſon ſhewed the bꝛightneſſe 
Ok diners vertues, time while he abode, 
Chat lite the ſon hys fame ſpzede abzode, 


1 oz his vertues made a cite aine 


Che good repozte of him ſhone lo clere, 

Like as he had be bozne a romaine 

Jo their fauour his name was ſo entere: 
mong them chole koz a Conſulere, 

Agapne the cite time of his Conſulate 

Wyan Cateline was with them at debate, 


By the pzudence of this Tullius 

And his inanhode teketied bothe in kere, 
Catelina moſt truel and pꝛous 

Frowarde df pozte, a frowarde ok his chere, 
B uly euer to finde out the manere 

dwe he might by any token oz ſigne 
gayne the c itie couertly maligne, 


Sixe htidzed pere 3 tolde and nine 
Rekened ok Rome fro the foundacion 
This cruel tyzant this pzoude Cateline 
Made with other a conturacion, 

Againt franchiſes and fredome ofthe toun, 


Jun diſcured as bokes tell car 


n the parties and boundes of Tuſcan 


The purpoſe holy of this Cateline 
magined on falſe couetyſe, 
as td bzyng Rome vbnto ruine, 


| > — therupon in many londzy wile 
0 


und aut meanes, and waies gan deuiſe 
To his entent by diligent labour, 
In the cite to gette him great fauour, 


But finally his coniuracion 


Diſcured was by one Quincius, 
Which was afoze falſe vato the toun 
Cold al the caſe vnto Tullius, 

By whole pzudence & wozking 


marueilus 


By helpe of Intony that was his fela we 


The conturacion was bzoken and dzawe. 


By ee all the toniuratours 

Eſpied were and bzought vato milchaunce, 
Cheir names red tofoze the Henatours. 
Ok their kalchead tolde all the any 
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Manly oꝛdained thꝛough his purueiaunce In the roma ine courte afoze the Senatonrs 


With al his people as m; ade is mencioan, Che cauſe defending by langage ſouerain . 

Catelina departed from the toun Ok two accuſed againe them that did playn WW || 
Was On their defautes, them lauyng fromitſchete | Wt || 

With Antonp the laid Cateline The court eſcapyng fro dangere # repzefe, 1 


Beſyde Piſt oy had a great bataile, | 8 1110 
Slaine in the felde he myght nat decline Theſe cauſes twayne he pleted in latin 1 


Fo he abode whan the felde gan faple: With ſo excellent flouring fayze langage, 8 ö 
Power of one littel may aueile, With ſuch reaſons concluded at the fine tf 
Namely whan falched of malice # of pzide That he by wyledome taught thauauntage il! 
Igaine trouth dare the bzont abyde, In his maters, with all the lurpluſage if 

That might aueile vnto his partie 10 
There was another called Lentulus What he laid there coud no man denie. 5 1. 


Ok his felowes that named was Fabine, 145 
The third of them eke called Cetegus Among Grekes at Athens the cite 
All aſſen ted and\wozne to Cateline - So — he was of reputacion, Ii 
Strangled in pꝛilon, at miſchefe did kyne: So famous holde of auctozite 141 
Cauſe Tullius did execution To be compared by their opinion _ | | || i 
Tulliane was called the pziſone. To the Philoſopher that called was Plato, 2: ik 

To whole cradell bees dyd abzayde =o mn 
Thus coude he puniche traitozs ofthe toun, And hony lotethey on his lyppes layde, 0 
Outrap their enemies ofmanhod & pzudence, Wii: 


Called of their cite gouernour # patron A pꝛonoſtike like as bokes tell | 
Sent from aboue to be their defence. Plato ſhould by famous excellence I 
Their champion molt digne of reuerence, Ok rethoꝛike be very ſours and well, ll 


Choſe of their goddes their cite foꝛ to gye Foz his langage myꝛrour of eloquence: 
Sy two pꝛerogatiues knighthode, a clergy, pet the Grekes recozdenin ſentence 


> we Tullius in party and in all, 
Lyke the ſonne he did them enlumyne as vnto Plato in rethoꝛike egall. 
By hie pꝛowes of knightly excellence, 


And through the wozlo his bemes dyd chyne Thzough his langage this ſaid Tulliug 


Ok his rethoꝛike and ok his eloquence: Reconciled by his ſote ozilons fl 
Jn whiche he yad lo great experience To the lozdhyp and grace of Julius | 
By circ:iſtaunces that nothyng did lacke, Pꝛinces and kinges of diuers regions, 1 
He tranlcended Plocius and Gracke, That luſpecte ſtode by accuſaciong: ill: 
a : Bicauſe they did Julius diſobey lt 
Ok oꝛatours it is put in memozye Wer enclined with romains to Pompey, # | i 
This Tullius thꝛough his hie renount | - 1 
Ot all echone the honour and the glozie He toude appeaſe by his pꝛudent langage 1 
Was giue to him, as made is mencion: Folkes that ſtode in dilcencion, | 4d. 
Surmounted al and in concluſion By crafte he had a ſpeciall auauntage 1 


The golden trumpe ofthe houſe of Fame Fauour lynguler in pꝛonunciacion: 
Thzough the woꝛld blew abꝛode his name. Ju his demenyng great pzudence and reaſõ, 
Foz the pzonounſing of matters in ſubſtaũcẽ 


De knewe lecretes ol philoſophy. His thanke receiueth by chere countenãce. . 
Came to Athens to ſcole foz doctrine, 1 
Where he pꝛofited ſo greatiy in clergy Co a gladde mater longeth a gladde chere, 10 
In all ſciences heuenly and diuyne Men treat of wyſdom w wozdes of ladnelle | 
That he was called as aucthozs determyne, Pleintes requyzeafter the matere i 
Amonge Romapns of very due right, Greuous oz mozall,a chere of henines, i 
Ok eloquence the lanterne and the light. Lyke as the cauſe outher the pꝛotes il 
Gpueth occaſion to hinder oz to (pede, il 


Jt is remembꝛed among ozatours The doctrine in Tullius men may rede. Will 
Howe Tullius pleted caules twayns The 0 


Bochas a ſtonied gan in him ſelfe conclude 
His boke,abaGhed,dull of his cozage, 
Thought his termes & reaſons were to rude 
And that he lacked conning andlangage 
Wherby he ſhould to his auauntage 
Though he labozed wzyting all his liue, 
Ok Tullius the merites to diſcriue. 


LOherof ſi he caught a fantaly 
Within him lelfe remembzing anonright 
Though it lo fall lomtime a cloudye ſkye 
Be chaſed with wynde afoze the (on bzight, 
Pet in effect it leſeth nat his light: 

So Bochas dempte that his dul wziting 
Eclypled nat ol Tullius the ſhining, 


With rude langage a man may well repozte 
The laude oftrifiphs ⁊᷑ cõqueſtes maruelus, 
Which thing remembzing gretly gi confozt 
The herte of Bochas,# to him ſelke laid thug 
Two colours lene that be contrarious 

As white and blacke it may be none other, 
Eche in his kinde cheweth moze foz other. 


In Phebus pteſens ſtarres leſe their light, 
Clere at midday appereth nat Lucine, 
Che fame of Tullt whilom one lo bzight 
zince of fayzeſpeche father of Þ doctrine, 
hole buight bemes vnto this houre ſhine: 
Sothly quod Bochas of who wha J endite 
My hande J kele quaking while J Woite. 


But foꝛ to giue folke ottalion 

Which in rethoztke haue moe experience 
Tyan haue J, and moꝛe inſpection 

In the colours and crafte ot eloquence 
Them texite to do ther diligence, 

Unto my wꝛiting whan they map attende 
Ol compaſſion inp rudeneſle to amende. 


Unto him leite hauing this langage 

Bothas to wzite gan his pen dzelle, 

Under luppoꝛte affozced his cozage 

To remembee thextellent nobleſſe 

Ok this oꝛatout, which with the lwetnelle 

Ok his ditees abꝛode as they haue chyned, 
Math this wozlde moſte clerely enlumined. 


This Tullins this ſinguler famous man 
Fpꝛſte to remembꝛe of his natiuite 
Boꝛne at Arpimas, a tite of Culcan 
_ Ofbloderopal diſrended who y(t le: 
Grekyche bokes of olde antiquite 


Wade of rethozike, & in their vulgar ang 


The lirteboke 


He tranſlated in to the latin tong, 


In tendze pouth his count re he foꝛſoke 
And fro Tuſcan his paſſage he gan dzeſſe, 
Towarde Rome the right way he toke 
Entring the citie the renomed noble ſſe 
Hydde in his perſon chewed the bzightneſſe 
Ok diuers vertues, time while he abode, 
That lite the ſon hys fame ſpzede abzode, 


Foz his vertues made a citezaine 
Che good repozte of him ſhone lo clere, 
Like as he had be bozne a romaine 
Jo their fauour his name was ſo entere: 
mong them chole foz a Conſulere, 
ay thecite time ofhis Conſulate 
an Cateline was with them at debate, 


By the pꝛudente of this Tulliug 
And his inanhode tekened bothe in ere, 
Catelina moſt truel and pꝛous hacks 
Frowarde ok pozte, frowarde ok his chere, 
B uſp euer to finde out the manere 
dwe he might by any token oz ſigne 
gayne the citie couertly maligne, 


Sixe htidzed pere 8 tolde and nine 
Rekened of Rome fro the foundacion 
(This cruel tyzant this pzoude Cateline 
Made with other a coniuracion, 
Agalne franchiſesand fredome ofthe toun, 
irſt diſcured as bokes tell cats *© 
n the parties and boundes of Tuſcan 


The purpoſe holy of this Cateline 
222 on falſe touetpſe, 

as td bzyng Rome vnto ruine, 
= therupon in many londꝛy wile 

ound out meanes, and wales gan deuiſe 
(To his entent by diligent labour, 
In the cite to gette him great fauour, 


But finally his coniuracion 
Dilcured was by one Quincius, 

Which was afoze falſe vnto the toun 
Cold al the caſe vnto Tullius, 

By whole pzudence & wozking marueilus 
By helpe of Antony that was his felawe 
Che coniuracion was bzoken and wozawe. 


By wytte ot Tulli all the toniuratours 

Eſpied were and bzought vato milchaunce, 
Their names red tofoze the Henatours. 
Ok their falſhead tolde all the gouernaunce, 


Manly 


of John Bochas 


Manly oꝛdained thzough his purueiaunce 
With al his people as m ade is mencion, 
Catelina departed from the toun 


With Antony the laid Cateline 
Beſyde Piſt oy had a great bataile, 
Slaine in the felde he myght nat decline 
Foz he abode whan the felde gan faple: 
Power ofonelittel may auelle, 
Namely whan falGed ofmalice & of pꝛide 
Againe trouth dare the bzont abyde, 


There was another called Lentulus 

Ok his felowes that named was Fabine, 
The third of them eke called Cetegus 
All aſſen ted and\wozne to Cateline 
Strangled in pꝛilon, at miſchefe did fyne: 
Cauſe Tullius did execution 

Tulliane was called the pꝛiſone. 


Thus coude he puniche traitozs ofthe toun, 
Outrap their enemies ołmanhod & pzudence, 
Called of their cite gouernour a patron 
Sent from aboue to be their defence. 

Their champion molt digne of reuerence, 
Choſe of their goddes their cite foꝛ togye 


Sy two pꝛerogatiues knighthode,e clergy, 


Lyke the ſonne he did them enlumpne 

By hie pzowes of knightly excellence, 

And thzough the wo21d his bemes dyd chyne 
Ok his rethozike and ok his eloquence: 

Jn whiche he gad lo great experience 

By circũſt aunces that nothyng did lacke, 

He tranſcended Plocius and Gracke, 


Ok ozatours it is put in memozye 

This Tullius thzough his hie renoun 

Ok all echone the honour and the glozie 
Was giue to him, as made is mencion: 
Surmounted al and in concluſion | 
The golden trumpe ofthe houle of Fame 
Thzough the woꝛld blew abzodehis name. 


He knewe lecretes ofphiloſophy, 

Came to Athens to ſcole foz doctrine, 
Where he pzofited ſogreatly in clergy 

In all ſctences heuenly and diuyne 
That he was called as aucthozs determyne, 
Imonge Romayns of verydueright, 
Ok eloquence the lanterne and the light. 


It is remembꝛed among ozatours 
Howe Tullius pleted cauſes twapne 


The cauſe defending by langage ſouerain 
Ok two accuſed againe them that did playn 


On their defautes,them lauyng fromiſchcfe 


(The court eſcapyng fro dangere &# repzefe, 


Thele cauſes twapyne he pleted in latin 
With ſo excellent flouring fayze langage, 
With ſuch reaſons concluded at the fine 
That he by wyledome caught thauauntage 
In his maters, with all the ſurpluſage 
That might aueile vnto his partie 

What he laid there coud no man denie. 


Among Grekes at Athens the cite 

So _= he was of reputacion, 

Do famous holde of auctozite 

To be compared by their opinion | 

To the Philoſopher that called was Plats, 
To whole cradell bees dyd abzayde 

And hony lote they on his lyppes layde. 


A pꝛonoſtike like as bokes tell 
Plato ſhould by famous excellence 
Ok rethoꝛike be very ſours and well, 
Foz his langage myꝛrour of eloquence: 
Pet the Grekes recozdenin ſentence 
owe Tullius in party and in all, 
as vnto Plato in rethozike egall. 


Thꝛough his langage this ſaid Tullius 
Reconciled by his ſote oziſons 

To the lozdhyp and — of Julius 
Painces and kinges of diuers regions, 
That ſuſpecte ſtode by accuſaciong: 
Bicauſe they did Julius diſobey 

Wer enclined with romains to Pompey, 


He toude appeaſe by his pꝛudent langage 
Folkes that ſtode in diſcencion, | 

By crafte he had a ſpeciall auauntage 
Fauour (ynguler in pzonaunciacion: 
Inu his demenyng great pzudence and reaſs, 
Foz the pꝛonounſing ot matters in ſubſtaũce 
His thanke receiueth by chere ⁊ countenãce. 


Toa gladde mater longeth a gladde chere, 
Men treat of wyſdom w wozdes of ſadneſle 
Pleintes requyzeafter the matere 
Greuous oz mozall,a chere ot heuines, 
Lyke as the cauſe outher the pꝛoces 
Gyueth occaſion to hinder oz to (pede, 
The doctrine in Tullius men may _— | 
0 


In the roma ine courte afoze the Senatours 
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The ſixte boke. 


The name of Tulli was couth in many pla⸗ 


His eloquence in euery lande was ryfe, (ce, 


His langage made him ſtand in grace 

And be pꝛeterred during al his lite, 
Maried he was # had a right fayze wyke, 
Childꝛen many,ſ(eruauntes pong and olde 
And as J kinde he helde a good houchoulde. 


De Officiis he wꝛote bokes the, 

De Amicitia J fynde how he wzote one, 

Ok age another notable foz to ſe, 

Of mozall vertue they treated euerychone: 
And as Upyncent wꝛote full yoze agone 

In his myzrour called Hyſtoziall, 


 Nombxe of his bokes be there remebꝛed all, 
He waote alſo the dꝛeme of Scipion, 


Ok rethoztke compiled bokes twayne 
Ind twapne he wꝛote of diuinacion, 
Oftitell of land to w2ite he didhis paine, 
A large boke of glozte that is baine, | 
De re Publica and he ſaith him (clue 

Ol his o2acions he w2ote bokes twelue. 


Ind ot his dit ies that called be mozall 
Is remembꝛed notably in dede 

In the (aid myꝛrour Biſtoziall, 

And yet this ſaid Tullius as J rede 
Myd his woztyps ſtode alway in dꝛede 
Ol koꝛtune, foz in conclulion 

He by enuy was banthed Kome toun, 


Beyng in exile this famous Tullius 

It Campania in Atiue the cite, 

Receiued he was ok one Plaucius 

A man that time ok greatauthozite, 

Ind while that he abode in that countre 
Sleping a night rhe boke maketh mencion, 
How that he had a wond ers viſion, 


He thought thus as he laie fleping 

Ina deſert and great wilderneſle, 

Finding no pathe but to and fro romyng 
Howe he mette cladde in great richeſſe 
Gaius Matius, a pꝛince of great nobleſſe, 
Aſkyng Tulli with a ſadde countenaunce 
What was chefe and cauſe of his greuaunce. 


Whan Tullius had him the cauſe tolde 
Ok his diſeaſe and his moztal wo, 
Marius with his hande let on him holde 
To a ſergiaunt aſſigned him right tho: 
And in all haſt bad him he Gould go 


To conuep him do his bu ly cure 


In all haſt poſſoble to his ſepulture. 


Phere he chould haue tidinges ol pleſaunce 
Ok his repepꝛe in to Rome towne, 

Be alleyed of his olde greuaunte 

This was thende of his auiſion 

The next mozow as made is mention 
There was hold to Tullius great aucile 
Tofoze Jupiter in Rome a great counſaple. 


Within the temple huyl ded by Marius, 
The Senatours accoꝛded were certaine 
To reconlile this pꝛudent Tullius 

Out ok his exile to call him home againe: 
After receiued as loꝛd and ſoueraine 

Ol eloquence, by aſſent of the Senate, 
Fully reſtozed vnto his fyzſt eſtate. 


This thinge was don whan p Rome toun 


Das at gretteſt ſtrife twene Ceſar # Pöpey, 


And foꝛ Tullius dzuc him to Caton 
With Pompeius, Ceſar to warrey, 
Ind of Julius the partie diſobep, 
Out of Rome Tullius dyde him hie 
Fledde with Pompey in to Theſſalie. 


Ceſar after ot his free mocion 

Whan he ſtode hieſt in his glozie, 

pm teconſpled againe to Nome town, 
Upon Pompey accompliſhed the victozie; 
But Jul ius ſlaine in the conſiſtozie 

By lixty Senatours being of aſlent 
Tullius againe was in to crile (ent, 


And in a cite called Fariman 


Tullius his exile dyd endure, 

Foz Antonius was to him enemy than 
Bycaule that he percaſe of auenture 
Compiled had an innectife ſcripture 
Agayne Antony reherling all the caag 


_ Otkhis dekautes, and of Cleopatras, 


Thus ofenuy and of moztall haterede 
His deth compaſſed by Antonius, 

And afterward execute in dede 

By pꝛocuring of one Pompilius, 

Gate a cõmiſſion, the ſtoʒie telleth thus 
Ol falſe malice and fozthe anone went he 
In to Gayze of Compapne the cite. 


And by the vertue of his commiſſion 
Taking of Intony licence andliberte, 
Chefe rethoꝛician that euer was in the toun 


Among Romains to wo ecite 
g zhyp th ” as 


of John Bochas 


Was flaine,alas,ofhate and enmyte 
By Pompilius rote of all falchead, 
Pꝛokering him ſelte to lmite of his head, 


Tullius afoze had be his defence 
Fro the galowes and his dethe eke let 
Which had deſerued foz his great offence 

To haue ben hanged vpon an hie gybet: 
Who laueth a thefe whan the rope is knet 
Abont his necke.as olde clerkes vozite 
With ſome falſe turne þ bꝛibout wil hi quite. 


Lo here the vice of ingratitude | 
By experiente bzought fully to a pꝛefe, 
Who in his hert treaſon doth enclude 

Caſt foz good wyl to do a man repzefe, 
What is the guerdon foz to laue a theke: 
Whan he is eſcaped loke and pe chall lynde, 
Ok his nature euer to be vnkinde, 


This Pompilius traitour moſt odible 

To ewe him ſelfe kalle, cruell + vegeable, 
Coward Tully did a thing hozrible, (ble 
YOhanhe was dead this bzibour molt culpa 
Smit ol his right had, to heart abominable, 
With which hande he lerning on him toke 
To waite of vertues many a famous boke, 


The hande, the head, of noble Tullius 


Which euery man of right ought complaine, 


Were take and bzought by Pompilius 
Upon a ſtake (et vp both twapne, 
There to abide where it did yne 02 rapne 
With wynde # weder tyll they were defped, 
In toben al fauour was to him denied. 


The. x vi. Chapter 

* A chapiter againe ianglers and dyffa⸗ 

mers of rethozike. 
Ochas complaining in hys ſtudye 
29 a} alone 
4 7 The death of Tulli and the wofull 
Kal, 
Grudging in hert made a pitous mone 
The folke rebuking in eſpeciall 
Which of nature be boyſtous and rurall; 
And hardy ben koꝛ they noconning haue 
Craft ofrethozike to hindze and depꝛaue. 


Clerkes olde did greatly magnifie 

This noble ſcience that were expert a wple 
Called it parte of philoſophy, . 

And laid alſo in their pꝛudent auiſe 

There be thze partes as treſourgofgret pzil> 


—— — ma 


Compiled in bokes and of olde pꝛouided, 
In to which Philolophie is deuided. 


The firſt of them called is Moꝛall 
Which directeth a man to good thewes, 
And the lecond talled Natural N 
Tel let the z inde ol goodmen and chzewes, 
And the thirde racionall well chewes (fong, 
What men (al voide and what thing vnder⸗ 
And to that partie Rethozike doth belong. 


By Tullius, as authours determine, 

Ok his perſon reherling in ſubſtaunce 
Traunſlated was fro Greke into Latine 
Craft of rethoꝛike, and foꝛ the abundance 
Ok eloquence ſtuſfed with pleſaunce; 
Allozatours remembzed him to foꝛne | 
Was there none like noz after him yet bozne, 


Bochas alſo ſaithe in his wzitinges 

And pꝛeueth wele by reaſon and ſentence, 

To an ozatour longeth four thinges, 

Firſt natural wyt, pzactike,with ſcience, 
Uertuous life, chefegrounde ofeloquence : 
Ok pozte aud maner that he be tretable, 
Thele meanes had,mine auctoz hold hi able, 


In his waiting and in his ſcriptures 
Bochas wele parceiueth it myſt nedes ben 
Howe 5ᷣ of right there long fiue armures 
To euerp notable rethozicien, 

Sette here in oꝛder who liſt them ſene 
LOhiche he calleth reherſing in ſentence, 
The fiue baners longing to eloquente. 


The kyꝛſt of them called Inuencion 

By whiche a man dothe in his hert finde 

A lecrete grounde founded on reaſon 

With circaſtaunces þ nought be left behinde, 
Fro poynt to poynte impꝛinted in his minde, 
Touching þ matter þ(ubſtaunce a the great 
Df whiche he calt notably tentreat. 


Inother armure in oꝛder the (econde 

Ok rigyt is called Diſpoſicion, 

As of a matter whan the grounde is founde 
That euer thing by iuſt deuiſion 

Be voide ok al ſozeine digreſſion: 

So dilpoled touching time and ſpace 

Fro ſuperſtuite kepe his due place. 


The third armure named in ſentence 
Js Elocucion with woꝛdes many oz fewe, 


Matters conueyed by tuſt conuenience | 
＋. Diſpo 


Teak. clti 


The ſirte boke. 


Dipoled in oꝛder couenably to ewe: 
Like a caruer that fyꝛʒſt doth tymbze hewe 


Sgqware and compaſſe caſt tetures a byſage, 


With caruing tole maketh vpa fayꝛe ymage, 


P2onunciacion is the fourth armure 
Neceſſary to euery ozatour ,- 
In ſuch caſe whan craft vato natnte 
opned is by diligent labour, 

th elocucion, and that there be fauour 
Jn declaring with euery circumſtaunce. 
Folowing the mater in chere a countenaunce 


An heuy mater requireth an heup chere, 
To a gladde matter longeth well gladneſſe, 
Man in pꝛonounling mult folow the matere 
Olde ozatours can beare herof wytneſſe: 
Furious complaint vttred in diſtreſſe 
This was þ maner as poetes dodilcriue, 

In his tragedies whan Senet was a liue. 


The fikte armure called Remembzaunce 
With quicke memozie by pꝛouidente to le 
So auilelp to groce vp in lubſtaunce 
Holy his maters that nought fozgoten be, 
Leſt foꝛgetfulneſſe derke nat the liberte 


Ok clere repoꝛt, eche thing to haue in mynde, 


That in pzonounſing nothing be left behind. 


A o2e pꝛouided lo that fozgetfulneſſe 

Be no hindzer to inuencion, 

And in pꝛoceding no fozeyne recheleſneſſe 
Trouble nat the oꝛder of dilpolicion: 

And foz taccomplithe all vp with reaſon 
That pzononnſing by clere remembꝛaunce 
Be well fauoured with chere & countenaũce. 


Theſe ſaid thinges be inly neceſſary 
To euery pꝛudent notable ozatour, 


Nat to haſty noz ouerlong to tary . 
- * But to conuey his pꝛoceſſe by meaſnre: 


In chere acco2ding (tant all the fauor, 
Foꝛ in pzonounſing who lacketh chere oz face 
Ok Tullius ſchole ſtandeth far out of grace, 


All erthely beſtes be muet of nature 
Saue onelp man, which hath auauntage 
By a pꝛerogatiue aboue eche creature, 
To vtter his conceite onely by langage: 
The loule by grace repꝛeſſeth all outrage, 
Namely whan reaſon hath the loueraynte 
To bꝛidel paſſions of ſenſualite. 


Kinde vnto man hath giuen eloquence 


A thing conuenable en eſpecial, 

Whan that it is conueied by pꝛudence 
To talke ot matters that be natural, 
Ind ſecretes hyd aboue celeſtiall 2 
Doth entreat of ſonne, mone xſtarres, 
Thinftuent power lent of pees and warreg. 


God ok all this hath graunted knowleging 


Pnelp to man by wyledom and reaſon, 


And thzough langage giue to him 
Outwarde to — 2 
Ok the heuenly courſe and ſondzie mocton; 


Diers chaunges and plainly todiffine 


The reuolucion of the lpheres nyne. 


Men bylangage ewe out their ententeg 
The naturail meuing and mutaciong, * 
Accoꝛde and diſcoꝛde ofthe four clamenteg, 
Kyndly variaunce of four complexions, 
The generacion and the coꝛrupcions 

Ok erthely thinges,contrary eche to other, 
Cozrupcion of one engendꝛing of another, 


This is the power and the pzecellencg 
Which is giue to man reaſonable, 

That by langage and by eloquence 

A man is taught in vertne to be Fables. 
Ok loule eternall of body coꝛrumpable, 
Taught with his tong while he is aline 
Ok his dekautes howe he (hall him chꝛyue. 


Bochas eke telleth touching rethozike 
There be two maners, one is ot nature 
Lerned in youth which doth one ſpeke lyke 
As he hereth oz lerneth by lcriptur e: 
Craft of rethoꝛike is giue to no creature 
Daue to man which by great diligence, 
By ſtudy cometh to craft ofeloquence, * 


Crafte oflangage and of pꝛudent ſpeche 
Cauleth pꝛechours by ſpyzituall doctrine - 
Uertuouſly the people foz to teche 

Howe they Mall liue by mozal dileipline, 
Langage techeth men to plant wine 
Enfozmeth folke to woꝛchyp holy churche, 
The artiłicer truely foz to wurche. 


pet there be ſome þ plainly teche and pzeche 


Haue ok langage this opinion 

God hath nat moſt regard vnto ſpeche 

But to the heart and to the affection | 

Belt ganguerdon the inwarde intencion 

Ok euery man, nat after the viſage 

But like the meuing of their inward coꝛage. 
To 


of John Bochas 


To our langageis great diuerſite 
han men chedo thefkect of their mening 
Beit of iope oz of aduerſite | 
Chere foz taccoꝛde therwith in vttring, 
Nowe debonapyze ſom while rebuking, 
And in reherſing like chere alway tapply 
Be it of rudeneſle beit ot curteſp. 


Ok diſcrecion lette a difference 

Jn his pꝛonounlinge to perte oz bndermine, 
To dꝛawe the iudge vnto his lentence 

Oz to his purpoſe to mate him to encline: 
Se wheder he be melancolike oz benigne, 
Oz his matere be vttred oz vncloſed 
Conſider afoze howe that he is diſpoſed, 


one all this thing by a rethozicien 

ith other thiges which apperteine of right 
To craft of ſpeche,he mult conceiue and ſene 
Maters of ſubſtaunce # matters þ be light, 
Diſpole him ſelfe tentre ate euery wight, 
Like to purpoſe and fine of his matiere, 

As fo2 the time rethozike dothe require, 


As by enſample myne auctoz dothe recoꝛde 
Men let at warre in hert farre a ſonder 
The rethoꝛicien to make them foꝛ taccoꝛde 
Muſt ſeche wayes &meanes here a yonder, 
Okolde rancour tappeiſe þ boyſtous thunder 
By wile examples & pzouerbes pertinent 
Tenduce the parties to be of one aſſent, 


A man allo that ſtant in heuineſſe 
Diſpeired and diſconſolate, f 
The rethozicien muſt do his buſpneſſe 
The grounde conſidzed & felt of his eſtate; 
The cauſe ſerched why he tant diſſolate, 
Which to refoꝛme by diligent labour 

Is the trueoffice of euery ozatour, 


Ot rethoziciens whilom that were olde 

The lugred langage & vertuous daliaũce 

By good enlample æ pꝛouerbes þ they tolde 

Jpyeſed of tyzantes thegreat begraunee, 
ppeled of tyzantes the nce, 

Sette alide their furious ſentence 

By vertue onely of pzudent eloquence; 


— demons vn 
en ſe a Pp oP ciere 

Folke vnauiſed,andhafty foles rude 

And bzaynleſſe people of wylfull negligence, 
Bycaule they were barraine of eloquence 


Uttryng their lpeche, as naked men a bare 
Foz lacke of rethoꝛike their matter to declare. 


By tlere exãple, as purple (who taketh hede) 
Logeth to kinges in ſtoꝛie ye may finde, 
With clothes ot golde and riche veluet wede 
Fret with Rubies and other ſtones Inde, 
Saphirs, emeraudes, peerles of their kynde 
As all theſe thinges appꝛopꝛed be of right 
Pleſaunt obtectes to a mannes light: 


So the langage of rethoziciens 

Sa gladde obiecte to mannes audience, 

ith long melodious of muliciens 

Whiche doth great cofozt to euety pꝛelente: 
As by example Imphion w ſong a elequence 
Buylded the walles of Thebes the cite, 

He had of rethozike lo great (ubtilite, 


In his langage there was ſo gret pleſaunce 
Finding ther by lo inly great pzofite, 

That all the countre came to his obeyſaunce 
To here him ſpeke they had ſo great delite: 
The people enuy2on had ſuch an appetits 

In his perſon in peace and in bataile, | 
Here me may ſe what rethozike doth aueile, 


(> 'The.xvii.Chapiter, 


C Howe Sextus warreied againe Tri- 
umuir, and of the death of great Jn- 
tonie and Cleopatras. 


ff = . thoꝛder ol Bochas in his 
| boke 

Z | Wyth penne in hande as he caſte bp 

his eie, 5 

Tofoze him came pale of chere loke 

A mighty pzince ſonne vnto Pompeye 

Called Sextus, whiche as bokes ſaye- 


Delyted hym wyth a greate nauee: 
Lykea Ppꝛate to robbe on the lee. 


To his father contrary inſuche caas, 
Foz euery Pyzate ofenſtome he dyd hate: 
Upon theſea whole vlage was 


Againſt theim pꝛoudelpe to debate, 


urſued and eke late, 
P them early 24. ate, Where 
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The ſixte boke 


Where this Sextus to his great repꝛiele 
Was on the ſea a robbour and a thete. 


The ſclaundzeof him gan to ſpzede farre, 
Repozted was in many a farre countre, - 
With Triumuir this Sextus gan a war, 
Which is an office and adignite 

By the Romains compytted vnto thze, 
Notable eſtates, choſe foz chiualry 


Thempire all hole to gouerne and to gpe. 


The fy2ſt of them named Lepidus, 
And the leconde called Octauian 
The third in nombze was Antonius, 


Again which thze Sextus this pzoud man 


Of ſurquedy a newe warre began, 
Afo2e by Julius foz his rebellion 
Baniched foz euer out of Rome toun. 


Triumuir of politike gouernaunce 

Well auiſed afoze in their reaſons, 
Treating foz peace by notable put ueiaunte 
With pzoude Sextus vnder condicions, 
Write and enacte in their conuencions, 

But anone after liſt no while tary, 

He to his pzomile was froward x contrary, 


Foꝛ his tonuytte outragious falſneſſe, 


And on the ſea foꝛ his robbery 

Bochas of him wꝛiteth no long pꝛoceſſe, 
Hauing diſdaine his name to magntfy 
Foꝛ he to vertue liſt nothing apply: 

The different cauſe which is in theſtate 
Itwene knigythode and lite ok a ppzate. 


With kugitiue theues and robbours 

And men exiled out of Rome toun, 
Baniched people. falle conſpyzatours, 
With other conuicte of murdze and trayſon, 
He toke all (uch vnder pzotection: 

And one Moena a churle of his certaine 
Ot kourty Gyppes he made himcapitain, 


Che laid churle vnwarely tho began 


To folow the nature of his condicion, 
Alied him ſelfe with Octauian 

Againe his loꝛde, ot᷑ full falſe traiſon 

With all his nauy ⁊ chyppes he came doun, 
Spared nat to mete of very pꝛide 

With Menecratus d was on Sextus (ide, 


But alſo loone as the bataile began 


And the parties togider choulde gone; 
All the veſlelles 1 | 


With ſodaine tẽpeſt were dzotwned echone, 
Beſide a caſtell buplt oflime and ſtone 
Called Nauleton,where pet to gret repzefe 
Sextus fled # was bzought to milcheke, 


Went in to Grete to make him ſtrong agein 
Co holde a bataple with Antonius 

Take in his cõ ming by ſtrength of a capitein 
Longing to Intonte called Phurniug 
LOhilom nephue to Ceſar Julius, 
Ind oz duke Sextus might farther wende 
He ſlaine was and made there his ende. 


Of Triumuir in themppze as J tolde 
(There was a capitaine called Lepidug, 
Whiche by his officelike as he was holde 
Right buly was, the boke reherſeth thus, 
To retonlile the pzoude Antoninus | 
To the grace of great Octauian, 

Eche thing koꝛgiue wherof the war began, 


And to conclude ſhoꝛtly who lift ſe 

Foztune a whyle was to him gracioug, 
Themppꝛe all whole gouerned by theſe thzes 
LozdGypof Fffrike had Lepidus, 

By which he wext pꝛoude and contrariug, 
To him aſſigned vnder commiſſſong 

Fully the nombze of twenty legiong, 


Wherof in hert he caught ſuch a pꝛide 
Cauling by pꝛoce ſſe his diſtruction, 
Surquedy a while was his gide 
Fxo his eſtate till he was fall doun, 


- Namely whan he of falſe pzeſumpcton 


Toke vpon him ol malice to warrey 
The (aid Octauian, and gan him diſobey, 


Whan Octauian his malice dyd ſe 
That he gan ware ſodainly con 1 
He thzew him downe from his dignite 
Caſt him im exile, liſt nolengar tary: 
Lo how Foztune gan ſodainly bary 
To make him that bad gouernaunce 
Ok all Iffrpke,to come to miſchaunce. 


Another pzince Ceſar Lucius 

Exiled was from Rome the cite 

By his vnele the (aid Antonius, 

Df wylfulneſſe and haſty cruelte: : 
Foz in that time, as men map rede and ſe, 
Contriued cauſes were kounde vp of malice 
Texile pzinces notable holde and woyſe. 


Some bycauls they helde with Cor, 


ther 


of Johti Bochas 


Other koꝛ Pompey  helde on that partie, 


Some fo their good afoze oꝛ they wer ware 


Some foz ſuſpection, lome foz enup, 
Some foz they coude nat flatter noz lie: 


Some foz vertues which was great routhe 
Bytaule they were ſo ſtable in their trouthe. 


In this trouble d2edefull and odious 
As is reherled, in oꝛder ye map tede; 
The noble knight Paulus Lucius 
Exiled was of malice andhatered 
Folowing vpon the great hozrible dede 
Thepitous death and the hatefull caas 
Ok great Antome and Cleopatras, 


The tragedy of theſe ylke twaine 

Foz me as nowe chalbe (et aſyde, 

Cauſe Chaucer chefe poete of Britaine 
Seing their hertes coude nat deuide 

In his boke the legende ol Cupide 
Kemembzing there, as one they did endure, 
So were they burped in one lepulture. 


Thing ones (aid by labour of Chauter 
Were pzelumpcion me to make againe, 
Whole making was ſo notable and enteer 
Right compendious #notable in certapne, 
Which to reherce the labour were in vapne: 
Bochas remembzing how Cleopatras 
Cauſed Jntonie howe he diſtroied was, 


Der Juarice was ſo impoztable, 

He luppꝛiled with her great faymeſſe 
Folowing her luſtes foule a abhominable, 
She deſpzing to haue de empꝛeſſe 
Ind he alas of frowarde wylkulnelle 

To pleaſe her, vnhappely began 

To warrey the great Octauian 


Fro warde ambicion ſet his hert on ſpze 
Toclimbe bp ko the anpetiall (ca. 
To haue pollcſlion of the hole empyze, 
Toke bpon him ik it wolde haue be 

To reigne alone in Rome the cite, 
Cleopatras to foſter her in pꝛide 

Tytell of Octauian foz to ſet aſyde, 


With multytude of many legions 

As J haue tolde, againe Octauian 

To him accroched of diuers regions 
Great multytnde ot many manly man, 
Firſt on the ſea to warre he began 
Where he was maugre all his might 


To his confuſion vnwarelp put to flight. 


Diſpeyzed fled home to his countre, 
Knowing no helpe nozmeane to recure 
But to thencreas ofhis aduerſite, 

Whan that he ſa we his woful-auenture 
Gaine Octauian he might nat endure, _. 
With a harpeſwerde his danger to diuert 
Him lelke ye rofe vawarely to the hert. 


Of whole dethe the quene Cleopatras 
Toke a (020w very impoꝛtable, 

Bicaule there was no recure in the caas 
Thought of his wo che would be partable, 
Whoſe fatall ende piteoug and lamentable 
Slough eke her lelfe loue ſo did her raue, 
Ifter they both were buried in one graue 


ze Thus endeth the lixt boke and 
hereafter foloweth the 


leuenth. 
. ili. 
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[4 The ſeuenth boke. 


1 | A 8 | a 
1:18 C Of Antony ſon and heire to the greate 


Wat Anton: and ot Ceſarius, Julia, Agrippa, 
id LY Caſius, and Galbus. 


C The Fyꝛſt Chapter. 
His ſtozie ended, laſt of 
: XI) im \S N | the ſixte boke, 
# =) [EY Bochas wery thought 
= Z hd for thebet 
IT "A ly Dt gret trauele oppzeſ 
$i a 2-4 Rae {din his loke 
i in aſlombzeleanig 
| on his ched, 
| 0 be 25 as oo Fully in purpoſe to ha⸗ 
| ue tage his reſt: | 
| But euin as he reſt ould haue take 
Came a great pꝛees, and made him tawake. 
Firſt of that felowſhip came the ſon x heyze 
Ok Antonte,w blode ſpꝛeint all his wede, 
Called Antonie fall in great diſpepze, 
Cauſe Octauian bare to him haterede, 
Whoſe ſwerde he fled quaking in his dzede 
To an olde tempte ſocour foz to haue, 
Truſting fro death the place ſhould hi laue. 
In that temple Ceſar was deified, 
Ok who by Komaing was ſet vp an ymage, 
But whan he (awe he was eſpted 
He tan to Julius hie vpon a tage, 
Gan him to enbꝛace in his piteous rage, 
He rent away by ſodaine violence 
Unwarely llaine there gained no defence, 


Next in oꝛder came Ceſarius 

Ok whom there fill a wondze pitous caas, 
Whilom beget of Ceſar Julius 

Upon the pong fayze Cleopatras, 

Slaine in his youth, thus wziteth Bochas: 
As Octauian dyd him ſelfe aſſigne, 

Foz he gaine Romains chould nat maligne. 


Folowing in oꝛder Julia began 
Hir greuous complaint to Bochas ſpetifp, 
Whilom doughter to great Octauian, 
With weping gan to houle and trie, 

1 * Whichby her father to puniſh her lechery 
5 Exiled was out of her countre, | 
Foz lacke of ſocour died in pouerte. 


Her ſon Agrippa yong and tendze of age 
Bozne of hie blode, Bochas doth expꝛeſſe, 
Came next in oꝛder pale of his vilage, 
Which ſpent his time in ſlombꝛe a idel 
Froward to vertue, à toʒ his wzetchedneſſe 
Octauian which was great routhe, 
Suffred him die at milchek foz his ſlouth. 


After Agrippa came fo2th anone right 
Caſſius,of arme a famous great countre, 
LObhich in Jtaile was holde a mily knight, 
With Parke Fntony wele cheriſhed a lecre 
Bode iu his court and there withall parde 
Greatly alowed, fyzſt foz his chiualry, 

And foz his notable famous policy, 


Ind there withall he had in exiſtence 
A right great name, a ſtode in great fanony 
Foz his knighthode # foz his hie pzudence, 
After accuſed vnto the Emperour © 
Octauian foz a coniuratour, | 

He Could haue be of frowarde falſe entent 
To Julius death fully of aſſent, 


Foz whiche by bidding of Octauian 
Take he was being but pong of age, 
And as mine auctoꝛ well remembꝛe can 
B2ought tokoze Julius hie vpon a ſtage, 
There offred vp vnto his ymage 

By cruell deaty. the ſtoꝛie telleth thug, 
Foz the faiſe murdze of Ceſar Julius. 


After the death of the (aide Caſſiug 
Another came of Rome the cite, 

Which as J rede called was Galbug 
Of a Pretour hauing the dignite, 
And foz ſuſpection ſlaine eke was he, 
His eyen fy2ſt out of his head were rent 
Foz Julius death, than in to exile ſent. 


Toward his exile by bꝛi he was llai⸗ 
And Ifter that within a litel while (ne, 
Df his labour nouther gladde ne fafne 


Bochas began to dyzecte his die 


of John Bochas 


Co great Herodes, bꝛeuelp to compile 


Dis greuous fal and holy the manere 
To 25 in ozder next as ye (hall here. 


The.tii.Chapter, 


z How the ty2atit Herodes noughhis wyke 
and * after died at my(- 


Emembzynge fyzſte in Jurpe he was 


kyng, | 

Antipater his father, who lyſt ſe, 
In Irabiamightely reignyng: 
Ouer the pzouynce called Jdume, 
This ſame Herodes gardeyne of Galile, 
Oꝛdapned was fyzſte foz his hye pzudence 
And foz his notable knyghtly excellence, 


Famous in manhode, famous of his lyne, 
Famous alſo by pzocreacion, 

J rede allo he had wyues nyne, 
And amonge all as made is mentio 
To hys pleaſaunce and his opinion 
Maiſter of ſtozies reherſeth there was one 
Mariannes fapzeſt of echone, | 


By whom he had wozthy ſonnes twapne, 
Alyſander,and Ariſtobolus, 

But foz his (uſter dyd at her diſdaine 
Called Saloma,the ſtozie relleth thug, 
He vnto her wert ſuſpictous, 
Bytaule che was accuſed of enuy 

By Saloma touchyng auou:ry, 


'Agayne her of rancour ſodaynly 
He gan of hertegreuouſly dildayne, 
rioully, 


LOtth rigozous hert he lewe her fu 
But as the ſtozie doth vs aſcertay 
He foz her deth after felte great pai 
Euer whan it came to his r unce 

Her pozte,her chere, her womily pieſaunce , 


Lo What it is a pzince to be haſty 
Co euerp tale of tancout to aſſent, 
And counſaylles to pzocede wilfullxß 
To execution of frowarde falſe entent, 
Foz Herodes lo ſoꝛe he dyd repent 
Chat he foz thought fyl in to annoy, 

Dt hertelp (020weandmalencoly, 


Reſt had he none nouther day ne nyght, 
Troubled with fury that he wert frantyke, 
w dzemes vexed a many an vntouth lyght, 


Teak. clb. 


Ok chere noz colour to no man he was lyke: 
And euery moneth ones lunatike, 

I great whyle he had this wofull iyfe 

Foz (0zowe onely he had ſlayue his wyke, 


And as the ſtoꝛve wel reherce tan, 
In the Capitoyle mpdde Rome the cite 
Bp — and by Octauian 

He crowned was, and made kyng of Jude: 
By the Senate made theron a decree 

Ind regiſtred, that he and his kynred 
Shulde in that lande lineally pꝛocede. 


In Rome was made the confirmacion 

Co this Herodes, bokes ſpecifpe, 

Bepng akoꝛe the tranſlacion 

Was made of Juda and of Jurpe, 

Septet and crowne with all the regalyr 
By hym vſurped as xe haue herde tofoꝛne 
Upon the tyme whan Chꝛiſt was bozne, 


This ſame Herodes by pꝛocuracion 
Of Antonye,dypd alſo occupy 

By Auguſtus plener remiſſion, 

The great eſtate called Tretrarchy 
In two kyngdoms, with al the regaly 
Of Traconitides, Itury eke alſo, 


By the Romains made loꝛde of bothe two. 


Mapſter ok ſtoꝛies reherſeth ofhym thus 


Foꝛ commendacion in elpeciall. 


In Fſchalon he buylded a ſtately hous 

Ot right great colt,a palapes ful royal, 
LOas none (o riche foz to reken all: 

After whych mpne authoure doth ſo w2pte 
He called was Herode Aſchalonite. 


This ſame Herodes cruell ot nature 

Of chere and pozte paſſyng ambicioug, 
Ape to be venged dyd his buly cure 
On al that were to hym contrarious, 

ys wpues bzother Iriſtobolus 

n Jeruſalem chefe bychoppe as J rede, 
Falſely he ſlough ot malyte and hatered, 


Uniuſtly reigned # bome thzough his realm 
His hert fret andcankred wythenuy, ; 
Another bychoppe in Jeruſalem _. _ 

Called Hiteanus, myne authour lyſt not lye, 


(This lame Herodes in his malencoly 


Slewe bym vnwately by ratour vengeable, 


Setting at dyner at his owne table. 


There was no man of cozrage moze truel 


Noz2 moze deſirous to be magnified, 
To make his name allo perpetual |, 
Four ſtatelye cities he hath edified, 
Ok which the names be here ſpecified, 
Ceſaria,Sebaſtin,citees ſouerapne, 
Antipadꝛa, Cipꝛe, that other twayne. 


He had allo a falſe condition, 

He truſted none that was ol his kynrede, 
His ſonnes twaine he had in ſulpectiõ, 
Their purpole was to ſley him of hatred, 
Whan he were deade hopyng to luccede: 
And cauſeleſſe as father moſt vnkynde 
Made the be ſlayne, in ſtozy thus J fynde. 


In al his wozkyng he was founde double, 
I great tirant hold thzogh hts realme, 
Neuer thinge ſo greatly dyd him trouble 
Is whan thze kinges came to Jeruſalem 
Feſu to ſeche, that was bozne in Bethelem, 
Boldly affirmynge caule ofthetr commynge 
Was to wozGyp that bleſſed yonge kyng. 


The which thynge whan he dyd aduertiſe 
Pꝛophecies remembzinge and wzitinges, 
Within hym ſelfe a meane he gan deuile 

Firſt to diſtroy thele famous holy kynges, 
Namely whan he knewe of their offkrynges: 

" Jmagtinyng gan ſuppoſe blyue, g 
The child was bozne that chuld him depziue 


Newly diſcended fro Dauid doun by line 
Caſtalmoſt Herodes in a rage, 

Ok curſed hert gan frowardlip maligne 

Lyke a tirant of venomous outrage 

Slewe al the childzen within two pere of age 
About Bethelem a ful large ſpace, 

He ſpared none foz fauour noz fo grace, 


One of his chyldzen beyng at nurcerp 

As the ſtozy putteth tn remembzaunce 

Of auenture,oz they coude it elpy (aiice: 
His knightes flough, J trowe it was venge⸗ 
ESche tirant gladly endeth with miſchaſice, 
And lo muſt he that wert ayen Chꝛiſt wode, 
Which fox his lake chedde innocẽtes blode. 


The nõbꝛe of childze that were llayne in dede 
About Bethelem and in tho parties, 

An hundꝛed foꝛtp and four. M. as J rede, 
Two yere ok age (ought out by el 


The ſeuenth boke 


Ok Herodes. and foz the pzophecies 
Ok Chaiſtes byzth mencion did make 
They were echone ſlayne foz his ſake, 


Fro that day fozth as made is mencion, 

He fyl in many vncouth malady, 

His fleſh gan tourne to cozrupcion, 

Frette wyth wozmes vpon eche party: 

LOhiche him aſſailed by great tourmentry, 

legges (wole coꝛbed blacke gan chyne, 
cre vengeauce wozketh adue al medicine. 


Ok his lickenes the ſtenche was ſo hozible 
To awayte on him no man myght abyde, 
Unto him ſelfe his carrayne wert odible 
Soſoze he was troubled on eche (yde, 
Leches foz hym did a bath pꝛouide, 

But al foz nought,in ſuch milchefe he ode 
Of greuous conftraynt he ſodfy wext wode, 


Fn token he was wery of his lyfe 


So impoꝛtable was his moztal paine, 


To pare an apple he aſked a ſhatpe knyfe 
Dis malady dyd hym ſo conſtraine 1 


Fully in purpole to tut his herte in twayne: 


(The knife he raught leyſar whan he founde 
One ſtode belyde a bacwarde dzue his hond. 


Foz payne vnneth his winde he might d 
Gaue al his frendes in — 
By decree and a furious lawe, 

That al the woꝛthy ol parties adiatcẽt 
LOhiche Þ were faine oꝛ glad in their entente 
Ok his dethe he voyde of all pitee 

The lame day they choulde ſtayne be. 


This curled wꝛetche this odious caytife 
3 rede ok none ode farther out of grace, 

n ſozowe + miſchete ended hath his lyfe, 
Eche man was glad whan he Goulde pace: 
Indfo2his ſtozye doth this boke difface, 
With wofull clauſes of him whan J wzyte 
Therefoze J caſt no moze ofhim tendite, . 


-.- CLennoye, 
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of John 


CLenuop. 

F Herodes the vn ware curſed fall, 

The lyfe vngracyous of hym and hys 
kinrede, | 
Euer vengeable in his eſtate roial, 
ors wyfe,his childze,flough of olde hatered: 

nnocentes he made in Bethelem blede, 

Keignyng in Juda, bozne of fozeyne lygne, 
The kyꝛſt tyzant,ye may the Byble rede, 
Whych ayen Chziſt gan frowardly maligne. 


Dys ſwerde of rigour cruel and moztal 
Aye redy whet to do be unce indede, 
Þaſty and fumous with turies infernall, 


Ok wylfull malice innocẽ tes blode tolhede: 
Dyd execution alſo on womanhede, 

Slewe his alies, whiche was a curſed ligne, 
Fo: the fyꝛſte cauſe he ſtode indzede (ligne. 
Whiche againe Chziſte gan frowardly ma⸗ 


De woulde that none were to hym egall 

That daye _ in Jſraell to ſuttede, 
Chꝛiſt dꝛed in eſpeciall 

Cauſe fro Jeſſe his line gan floure # ſede, 

He but a fozrayne tame in by fraude à mede, 

Without titell to that eſtate vndigne, 

The fyꝛſt alſo who lyſt take hede (ligne. 

Whiche agayne Chꝛiſte gan krowardely ma⸗ 


Noble pzinces that gouerne ouer all 

This large woꝛld, both in length and bꝛede, 
Whan vou ſitte hyeſt in pour ropall ſtall 

Do not the people oppꝛeſſe noz onerlede, 
Upon Herodes remembze as J rede, 

In what miſchefe that tyꝛant dyd fyne, 

To chewe 5 none al in hys purpole ſpede 
Whyche ayen Chꝛiſt doth curledly maligne. 


¶ Ot antipas exiled by Octauian, and of 


Irchelaus ſonne of Herodes the 
ſeconde. 


Who in his teſtanient ſet in elpeciall 
To luccede him Herode Antipas, 
In haſt exiledcof hym thys was cas) 
By Octauian to Uienas J rede, 
And Archelaus oꝛdained to ſuccede, 


Sonne ok Herodes talled the ſeconde, 


Bochas 


Vhich in effect toke poſſeſſion, 


In Hierulalem reigned as J rede: | 
Ok whom mine aucthoꝛ foz hozt concluſion 
Maketh in his boke but (mall mencion, 
Hym and hys bꝛother let ſodainly aſyde 
Ok them to wzite no lenger lyſt to abyde, 


Saue that he wꝛiteth the fozſaide Antipas 
At Uten a mighty great cite, 

In his exyle ſoone after ſlapne wag: 

And Atchelaus ſucceding in Jude 

With Herodias who lyſt the tozy ſe, 

By Agrippa to Tiberye accuſed ' 
Dfcertapne trimes, coude not be excuſed, 


A certaine time cõmaunded to paiſon, 
Ok themperour coude neuer get grace, 
Baniched him fer from hys region 

In to Spaine,foz a certapne ſpace, 
And his wozſhyp bzeuely to deface 
Foztune cauſed to his final repzefe, 


he died there tn pouerte and miſchefe, 


The fatal endereherſed of theſe twapne 
In what diſtreſſe that they dyd fyne, 
Myne auctour after gan his pen oꝛdaine 
To wꝛite the taſe by many a wofulllyne, 
Upon the ſtriefe atwene Meſſalyne 

And other twayne,ſtandynge by her ſyde 
Totoꝛe Jhon Bochas howe they dyd chrde 


Tofoze Bochas they came all thꝛe to playne, 
Meſſalpne the wyfe vnto Claudiug, 

Igaine whom there were other twayne 
Calligulaand Tiberius 

In whoſe time was ſlaine Chꝛiſt Jeſus: 
Touching 5 debate that was amg theſe thꝛe 


Dupng the pzoceſle here folowyng ve hal le. 


Che. iii. chapter. 


¶ Ot the firifebytwene Calligula Tibe⸗ 
= rius and Meſſalpne. 


ys empzeſſe named Meſſalyne 
As J haue tolde was wyke vnto 
NR | 

S227?) Huccellour as bokes determpne 
To 2 1 called Gayus: | 
And as J fynde,that Tiberius 
With Calligula both woode foz tene, 
Stode afoze Bochas # Mellaline atwene. 


Metynge al thze with furious loke x chere, 
| Gayus 


iy 
- 
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The ſeuenth boke. 


Gapus Calligula ralled by his name 
Gan firſt rcherce anone as pe hall here 
Without reuerence 02 any maner ſhame, 
LOity an exozdye to diffame: 

Bochas pꝛʒeſent felly gan-abzayde 

To Meſlalyne and euen thus he layde. 


Thou ſclaundꝛed woman, noyſed in lechery 
Thzugh the wozld, as folke thy name atwite, 
And repozted foz thine aduoutry, 
What doeſt p here in thy mournpng habite⸗ 
2 trowe thou commeſt of purpole to vilite 

n this place the vnhappy women kiue, 
Touchinge diſclaundze that euer were alyue, 


| 
The firlt ok them called Emilia, 
And Lepyda was named the ſeconde, 
Liuia, ⁊ Plaucia and the fyfthe Elpa, 


Dillamed echone in dede as it was founde: 


In token wherofthe lechery to confounde 
Ok Emilta in auoutry take 
Was by the lawe of her loꝛde foꝛſake. 


By the whylom was knowe that Dꝛuſus 
Strangled was # murdzed by poyſon, 
L ytze to Claudia doughter of Claudius, 
Which by her lozde the booke maketh mẽtion 
Was thꝛowen out to her confuſion, 


Foz her defautes founde in auoutry 


Sclaundzed foz euer there was no remedy, 


Thou coudeſt whylom make thy loꝛde ſlepe 
With certaine dzinkes to caſt him in a rage, 
By which he was made his bedde to kepe 


To get laylerx in thy flouring age 


Foz to miſuſe of falle luſt thyne outrage, 
A nightertyme toke vpon thee a wede 
At the boꝛdell dyddeſt amyſle foz mede. 


Thyne appetite was bery vnſtaũcheable, 
It is aſhame to wꝛite it 02 cxpzeſſe 
Thynehatcful lyfe was ſo abhominable, 
Tiberp and J can beare hereof wytneſſe: 
And with the wozde anone ſhe gan her dꝛeſſe 
Whan che had herde al their fel langage, 
Gaue them this anſwere wyth a (ad vilage, 


Certescquod che) coude neuer kepe 

Co ſaue my ſelte a woful creature, 
J haue great cauſe to complapne, cry, æ wepe 
My ſclaũdꝛous lyfe which J may not recure; 
But I (nppoſe I had it ot nature : 
To be (uch one, foz by dapes olde 


An aſtronomer fo my father tolde: 


It my byꝛthe takyng the alcendent, 

Tolde longe afoze of my miſgouernaunce, 
The ſonne, the mone, towarde the oztent 
Were in the ligne that beareth the balaũce 
And ſayde allo moze fozaſſuraunce, *? 
The ſame ligne had by dilcripcton 

His fote in Uirgyn,armes in Dcozpion, 


Amid the heuen was Uenns exaltace, 
W Wars cotoyned,the bone maketh mecion: 
Ind Jupiter was alſo infoztunate 

To my ſayd diſpoſicion, 

Within the fyche helde tho his mancion: 
Thus by the loꝛdchyp plainelyof Uenug 

I was diſpoled foz to be lecherous. 


In her excuſe the ſapde Meſſalyne 
Gan alledge her conſtellation, 

But pꝛudent clerkes plainly determine 
Ofyeuenly courſe the diſpoſicion 

Is obeyſaunt and ſubiecte to reaſon: 
That euery man which well gouerned ig 
Is not conſtrayned of foꝛce to do amps. 


Noꝛ byndeth no man ok neteſſitie 

Vicious luſtes frowardly to ſue, 

A vertuous man ſtante at liberte 

Falſe inclinations by pꝛudence to remewe, 
Euery man by grace may eſchewe 

Al thynge to vertue that founde is contrary, 
Foz there is no ſynne but it be voluntarye, 


pet fo2 all this the ſayde Meſſalyne 

In her excule woulde not be in pees, 
Theheupncquod che) as jaoetes determyne 
Wes bozne vp whylom by myghty Hercules: 
Pet coude he neuer of nature haue relees 
Fo: al his knighthod and his chiualry, 

To ouercome the vyce of lechery, 


But thou Calligula and thou Tiberius 
What ener ye (ay I take thereof none hede, 
Foz thou Calligula called ene Gaius 

Thy \elfe diffouled with lechery in dede, 
To rebuke other p ouldeſt lande in dzede: 
But thy rebukes in party foz to quyte 

Who is defouled none other oulde attopte. 


By fames trũpe thy ſclaũdꝛe is out blowe 
Thzough all the wozlde repoꝛted chamefully, 
Thy thze ſuſters ſtethely thou dydeſt knowe, 
Were rede foz ſhame, and foz thy party 

Foz the vice ofhateful lecherye walks 


_— of John Bochas 
Vurynge thy lite put me no moze — 


Whiche art thy leite defouled in th 


lame, 


It litteth not in no maner wyle | 
A thele foz theft to (yt in iudgement, 
A lecherous man a lechour to chaſtiſe, 
Not he that hath al his lyfe ſpent 
In waſte x riote fozfeted and milwent, 
To be a iudge other to redzeſſe, 
No lepzous leches to cure men of lickenes. 


t 
| 


I woulde haue ſuffred a take in 2 


If of Actricke the chaſte Scipion 

Had me rebuked foz my great offence, 

J would haue luſtred his wozde okiuſt reſon: 
Oꝛ if the famous pꝛudent olde Caton 

Had agayne me in ſuch caſe made abꝛayde, 
J would haue ſuſtred what euer he had (aide, 


Oz if Lucrece fo2 my coꝛrection 

Had layd to me, by vertuous doctrine, 
Amp fozketes myd of Rome toun. 

J would haue bowed both backe # chine 

To haue obeyed vnto her dilcipline: 

Shame fo: a creple to tad pᷣ̊ hath no mighte. 
To rebubᷣ other koꝛʒ they go not vpzight, 


Igapnſt the alſo { may reply 

Many an other falle conſpiracton 
Touchyng maters of nygromancy 

Ind many an other contriued falſe poyſon, 
Foũde in two bokesBochas maketh mencio: 
One called Pugio moſt ſuperſticious, 

And the leconde named Gladius, 


Able all this woꝛlde tenuenyme # encloy. 
Againe thze ſtates dwelling in Rome toun 
Their names wꝛite of them thou caſt diſtroy, 
Which to remembze is a great abulſion: 

A cheſt alſo fulfilted of popſon By 

After thy dethe caſt in thee lee J rede, 

By which an hundzed. M. fiches were deade. 


On this mater is tedious foz to abyde, 
Namely to pꝛinces, pꝛinceſſes, boꝛne of hie e⸗ 
It ſitteth not gentle bloud to chide (tate, 
By furious rancour to ſtande at debate, 

Ind foz theſe maters ben infoztunate 

IJ wyl paſſe ouer and no moꝛe of them wꝛite, 
Saue of their ende copendiouſly to endite, 


To the Tiberye J haue ſomwhat to ſayne 
Anowe and repozted by many a creature 
Dow in Chaͤpaine folke had of the dyſdapne 


Foz thy moſt hateful lecherous ozdure, 

In thilke vice whych is agayne nature: 
hiche taccopliſh voyde ofal hap and grace. 

(Thine abydyng was ina ſuſpicious place, 


To ſuch falſe luſtes duringe all thy lyfe 
Lylt not fozbeare,in thy latter age 

Thou vlidſt many rich reſtozatite 

In ſuch vathzift to encreace thy cozrage, 
Dfribaudy thou fyll in ſuche dotage, 

Howe mapſt thou than rebuke me foz ſhame 
Which in ſuch caſe art blotted with diffame: 


I dyd amyſle but it was in my routh, 


Teak. civil, 


Yozrible thinges which Gaius hath tolde, 


But thine outrage the repoꝛte is pet couthe 
Thou dydeſt them vle both ponge and olde, 
And foz taffozce pour vices manifolde 
Thou t Caligula in all ſuch ribaudy 

Dyd greateſt ſarfet in frowarde glotony, 


Alſo Tiberye thou beyng Emperour 
Cruel, cauleleſſe, and moſt malicious 


Diddeſt murdꝛe in Rome the famous ozato2 


Called in his tyme pꝛudent Aſimus, 

Which thzugh thempire Romains tolde thug 
Was light #lanterne founde at all aſſayes 
Ok rethozike called in his dayes, 


Thou were eke cauſe that werthy Nonomug 
Kyng of Parthots thzough thy cruelte 
Eryled was, thou were lo couetous 

To haue poſſeſſion ofhis treaſour parde, 
Died in milchefe and in pouerte: 

Be ſhametaſt any wyght to accuſe 

Which in ſuch caſe thy (elfe can not excuſe, 


To Agripyne thou dyddeſt great outrage, 
Is Romapne ſtoztes well reherce can, 

Whan the foz locour to the great ymage 
Kan to be ſaued of Octauian, 

Myd the temple a place called than 

Whichye halpe her not,Þ che lyſt thyder wende 
Put out by fozce,foz hunger made an ende. 


Thyne owne bzother called Germanicus 
Which in his tyme was ſo good a knyght, 
Thy bꝛother alſo called eke D2uſas, 

Both were poyſoned x ſlayne agaynſt ryght, 
By falſe coſpizing of thine imperial might: 
Tercuſe the murdꝛe thy (elfe at the lec it 
Were clad in blacke at their funerail feet, 


IJ haue no connyng ſpech noz langage 


To reherce noz make mencion 

Specially oł p great outrage 

And ſacrilege thou dyddeſt in Rome toun, 
By violence whan thou dꝛewe doun 

The ymage of Janus, afterin all haſt 

In to Tibze thou madeſt him to becalt, 


And thou Caligula among thy vices all, 
Ok lurquedpe and falle pzeſumpcion 
Wouldeft that men a god the choulde call, 
Twen Pollux # Caſtoꝛ to haue thy mancts, 
Fro which place thou art nowe thzowe doun: 
Wyych helde thy ſelke amõg the goddes ſeuen 
Egall to Jupiter foz to ſyt in heauen. 


Anſwere to me here bepng in pꝛeſence 

Which of theſe four Mars, Janus, Minerue 
Oꝛ Wercurie god of eloquence 

Hath rent the downe as thou dydeſt delerue, 
Fro Jupiter in miſchefe foz to ſterue, - 

That thou herafter wher lo p laugh oz froune 
Shalt haue no fauour moze w him to rovn; 


With theſe defautes and many other 

Ikoꝛe reherced in hindzing of thy name, 
Howe thou oꝛdayneſt fyzũ to le thy bzother 
w mẽ ok armes which was to thi gret chame: 
To Tholome thou dideſt alſo the lame, 
Sonne and heire to kyng Jubatoun 

And many a ſenatoz thou ſlew in Rome toun 


Shitteſt vp myd Rome the cite 

Their garners which neuer afoze was ſeine, 
Wherby enkampned was the commonte 
Pite to here, this plat and playne, 

Ok neceſſite conſtrapned in certapne 

(Shame to reherce oz put in (ſcripture) 
Ete their membzes a thyng againe nature, 


Jupiter noꝛ Juno the goddeſſe 

Gaue no luche counſaple J ſuppoſe bnto the, 

But it was Uenus to flater thy hyghnes 

And furious Mars by frowarde cruelte, 

To flee ſenatours greateſt of that cite, 

Thy ſelfaftercwherofthe towne was kaine) 
By thy leruauntes murdzed werte & flapne , 


Ind fo2 tabate thyne outrage « thy pzyde 
Which thou haſt vſed all thy lyfe, 

Lyfte vp thyne head loke on thy left ſyde 
Thou finder vp of murdꝛe and of ſtrife 
Slewe thou not Ceſonia thy wyke: 


Thy doughter after that called was Dzuſil, 


 Ofcurſedentent thy malpte to fulfylz 


x 


The ſenenthdoke 


Dis lather called(bokes determyne) 


I haue meruayle howe any of you twapne 
Thou Calligula oz thou Tiberiug 
Be not aſhamed any thyng to ſayne 
— me with vylage dilpitous, 

e foz to atwite that J was lechereng: 
Ok a (mall mote pe can abzayde me, 
But in your eye a beame pe can not ſe. 


Where haue your ldules take herbergage 


That becontrayze with me foz to ſtriue: 


I trowethat Caron hath made your paſſage 
Up at the ſtronde in Hell foꝛ to aryue, 
There ye abyde thus J deſcrpue, 

Where dzedful Stix called infernall fode 
Ok tuſtome reneth w furious wawes wode, 


Radamantus one of the iudges twayne 
Dith kyng Mynos hath youe a iudgemente 
Perpetually pe all byde in payne, 

And Eacus hath ozdained your turmente 

In Flegeton the floode moſt violent: 

Pe hall be dzowned and an ende make 
Euer fo: to abyde amonge Þ ſtremes blake, 


J may you cal of Emperours the refuſe, 
Pe ould be chametaſt to ſhew your viſages, 
Uery aſtonyed'd2edful and confuſe - | 


Co haue to me ſo bncurtoys langages: 


Thus Mellalyne daunted their cozrages 
With her feminine crabbed eloquence, 
(They durſt no lenger abyde in her pꝛelence. 
The. v. Chapter. 
COf the moſt vicious tiraunt Nero 


that ſlewe Peter a Paule # 
at the laſt him lelke. 


5 Pys hateful toy with many a wos 


ul lyne | 
Ok Calligula a Tiberius, 
Touchpnge the ſtrite atwene them 


,frowarde and odious, 
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R—£A wal 
and Meſſalyne, 
Shamkul rebukes 
By them reherſed with chere moſt furious, 
As ye haue herde here ended their chiding 
Nero the tyzant cometh next vpon the ringe. 


One moſt curſed in compariſon 
That euer was of hye ozlowe degre, 
Moſt diſnaturall ofcondicion 
By great outrages of curſed cruelte, 
That euer reigned in Rome the cite, 


) . 


Leaf, clvitl, 


of John Bochas 
Domicius,his mother Agripine, Whych in buylding coſt great treaſour, 
Tr The circuite beyng thꝛe thouſande paas 
This Agripina by her ſubtilte And Tranſitozy that palays called was. 
And blinde foztune being fauourable, 


That ſet vptirauntes of froward volunte 

(By thetr demerites though they be not able) 
To eſtate imperial and notable, _ (ſtande 
What thinge moze dꝛedefull who tan vnder⸗ 
Than cruel tirauntes w blody ſwoꝛd in hide: 


Whan this Neroof age was twelue pere, 
He was oꝛdeyned in elpecial 

After he had lerned his gramere 

And the ſeuin artes called liberall, 

Unto a mapſter in al vertues mozall, 
Called mozall Senet which dyd his payne 
From al vices hys youthe to reſtraine. 


De kept him euer thys Senec, as J rede, 
Maugre his fatall diſpoſicion 

By a conſtraint and a maner dꝛede 

From al outrage,# by inclinacion, 
Conceyued wel hys dpſpolicion 

Co be vicious of his nature, 

Which to reſtrayne he dyd his buſy cure, 


At one and twenty wynter of his age 
Croniculers of him wꝛitten thus, 
Howe he that tyme toke in mariage 
Octama doughter to Claudius, 

Al this whple beyng vertuons, = 
Wyle Senec had him vnder diſcipline 
His mother in lawe called Meſſaline. 


The ſaide Senet made him to deſire 

To purſue connyng by diligent labour, 
It entring in fyzſt of his empyze 

I meane whan he was crowned emperour, 
Ok al the Senate had great fauour; 

Ind by repozt as clerkes ol him wzyte, 
In pzole # meter he coude rygyt wel endite. 


In 'Jhon Bochas as it is made mynde 
He dyd extell greatly in poetry, 

Made in tho dayes alſo as J fynde 

A boke notable of ſtraunge poely, 
Lykeas myne auctour of him doth ſpecify; 
Che title thereof called Lulce 

Igapne a pzetour Claudius Polle. 


Excelled in muſike and in armony, 
Crowned with laurer foz Þ beſt harpoue 
That was that tyme, and he did edify 


Foz thys cauſe as put is in memozy 

The ſayde palays afterwarde was bzent 
Therefoze it was called Tranlitozy, 
But after that Nero in his entent 

Let buylde a houle by great auyſement 
To recompence that other that was olde, 
And called it the ryche honſe of golde; 


In all thys wozlde was none to it lyche 
Where that euer men dyd ryde oꝛ gone, 
Tables of puoꝛye fret wyth perry ryche, 
Pyllers ot᷑ eriſtal garniſhed with many ſtone 
Saphyzs,Kubyes,and Topaſion, 
Criſolytes,and Emeraudes grene 1 
Wyth plate of golde ſiled that chone ful chene. 
| 


To bodily luſt and dilectacion 

(This ſapde Nero let al hys deſyzes, 
Gardayns d tondyttes foz recreacion 

He dyd oꝛdayne to endure many peres, 

With nettes of golde kyched in hys tyuers, 
His garnementes of golde a Inde tones 
And neuer he woulde haue them on but ones 


In bys begynning the ſtozy doth deuple, 


Loꝛde and Emperour in the cyte 
To Senatours he gaue full great fracichyſe, 
Graunted cõmons many a great liberte, 
But in his molt imperial dignite 

Of frowarde wyl left all good policy, 

Ind al atones gaue him to ribaudꝛy. 


Of Grece a Egypt wyth diuers fogelours 
Ind amonge villayns him ſelfe dyſpoztinge, 


Left the pzeſence of olde Senatours 


And amoͤg ribaudes he woulde harpe a ſing, 
Made comodies dichoneſtiy lowning , 

At the boꝛdel dyd him ſelfe auaunce 

With common women openly to datice. 


(Thus by p2ocelle to al vertue contrary, 
By great erceſſe he fyll in glotony, 
And after that lyſt no lenger tary 

As euerp vice to other doth apply, 
Surfet and riot bzought in lechery 
Ind ground of al as chefe poztereſſe 


Co exple vertue was frowarde ydlenes, 


About the cite called Doſtience, - 


In Rome a palays wyth manye a ryche tour Seſyde Tibze and other freHeriuers 


C. i. Did 


An. 


The ſenenthboke 


Dyd oꝛdaine by exceſſife expence 
Tentes foz riot ,cokes. and tauerners, 


And al the nyght reuel aboute the fiers: 


Ladies be came that were afoze well named 
By luch falle tiot afterwarde de famed, 


The lame Mero by falſe abuſion 
It is repoꝛted, hys ſtoꝛy who lyſt ſe, 
By violence from their religion 
Such as had auowed chaſtice 


Ind were er to virginite 


In the temple of Ueſta the goddeſſe, 
Ok froward luſt he dyd them oppzes. 


IAmonge whych Kubzia was one 

Maugre her wpll che durſt it not dene, 
From the temple buylded of lime and ſtone 
Sacred to Ueſta myne auctour lyſt not lpe 
He rent her out to ble his lecherye, 
Not withſtandyng che was religious 
Made her to abyde at the bozdel hous. 


By my wzyting men hall neuer rede 
The matter is lo foule and outragious 
To be reherced, and the hoꝛible dede 
Which Nero vled whylom on Spozug, 
And on an other called Ompharus, 
Both male chyloꝛen as bokes tel can 
Them to tranifourme to litenes ot a womã. 


Some bokes ok hym determine 


- Lykearibaude hozribleand deteſtable 


Dc miſuſed his mother Agripine, 

And lyze atirauat cruel and vengeable 
Which to remember is abhominable, 

He made her wombe be coꝛue vpon a dape 
To ſe the place nyne monethes where he lay. 


Ok dilnatural hatekul cruelte 


To God noz vertue hauyng no regarde, 


Ind of the vyce of pꝛodigalite 

He was accuſed, in knyghthod a cowarde, 
And to al vertue contraryand frowarde: 
Ok whos wodenes good hede whan J toke, 
was achamed to ſet hym in thys booke, 


He hated al that were vertuoug 

And to them had ſpecial enuy 

Yys b2ethern,his wyfe,this tirant dyſpitoug 
He failly lewe in hys malencoly, 

His mayſter Senec(auctours ſpecifpe) 

Aye whan he ſaw him hauig a maner dꝛede, 
In an hote bathe to deth he made him blede. 


Or the kalle tiraunt that calle 


To Polifagus a wodeman moſt ſauage 
Which that fed him moſt with flee of man, 
Nero toke men olde and yonge of age 
To kynde him vitayle in ſtretes where hecze, 


- Curſed at his ende, curſed whan he gan, 


Whan he dyd offre innocentes blode 
Co be deuoured ok him that ran ſo wode. 


Chꝛiſtes fayeth fyꝛſt he gan werreye 

Ok emperouts in hys fro warde entent, 
Peter and Paule in Rome he made deye 
Upon a dap their legende dothe affent: 
Halfe the cite ot Rome J fynde he bzent, 
Ind Senatours welnpe euerychone, 
This Nero ſiewe ſpated almoſt neuer one; 


Made hys Mules be od wyth ſiluer Gone 
Of ſurquedye whan he ſhoulde ryde, 

The cite bzent Romayns after ſone 

Purſued him vpon enery ſyde, 

And from a ſubarbe where he did abyde 
Twene Salaria and Numentana tight, 
Ther ſtant a path whyder he toke hys flyght. 


By a depe marys as Nero toke his flyght 


' YOhanheſaw he myght not aſterte, 


De was (o purſued bya Romayneknyght 
To fynde locour he myght not dpuerte: 
Roue him ſelfe anone vnto the herte, 
Wyth a ſharpe dagger a 1 lo, 

as Nero, 


In ſtede ok a Lenuope. 


Co rede the pꝛoceſſe no man could 
— haue tope, | 
Fo al concludeth of murdꝛe and of treaſon, 
On aduoutry exteſſe and poyſon, 
Riot, glorony,lechery,vengeaunce, _ 
Slaughter ot him leife ended with miſchatice 


If that I myght J wolde rate his name 
Out of this boke that no man would it rede, 
— vicious lyfe chefe myzrour of diffame, 

et hym aſyde let no wyght take hede 

Foz toremembze ſo manp a cruell dede, 
Saue onely thys to thinke in lubſtaunce 
Howe euery tiraunt endeth in milchaunce. 


Ok him caſt to wꝛpte nowe nomoze 


And what J ſay is lar de but in repꝛefe * 


of John Wochas 


Ok the vyces that he wꝛought of poꝛe, 
Duryng his emppꝛe, concluding foz a chefe 
All tyzannye hall ende wyth myſthefe: 
Recozde on Nero which foz miſgouernaitce 
Is yehaue herde ended wyth miſchaunce, 


Che. bi. Chapter. 
Howe Eleazarus a Jewe bozne fox extoz⸗ 


cion and robbzye was bzought in pzi- 
ſon and there ended, 


dir Neto came Eleazarus = 
ewe of byzth, a pzice of robbzp 
© aaa KI An extozcioner.cruel,#+ diſpitous, 
Ns his outrages don in that par⸗ 


— ty 3 
(To redzelke his hateful tiranun & 
A mighty pzetour was ſent fro Rome doun, 
Called Felix,in to that region. 


By fozre of Felix take he wag and bounde, 
Maugre his niyght vnto Rome ſent 
Strongly fettred, wyth maſly chaynes roũd, 
Suffred in pꝛilon many great turment, 

At the laſt this was his tudgemeat, 
(There to abyde becauſe he was a theke, 

Foz euermoze , ended in miſcheke, 


The. bii. Chapter, 


How the heade of Galba was ſmytten of, 
killed ful of golde, and offred at the 
ſepulture of Nero, 
CJ Dfoze Bocas next came Galba down, 
* in Spayne dyd many knyght- 
y dede, 
Afret the deth reherſed of Neroun, 
In hope ſtode this Galba as J rede 
In thempyzetuſtly to ſuccede, (bone, 
Parcell foꝛ knightehode he hath hym ſo well 
And foz great mariage which he had befozne, 


I finde in Bochas reherted in ſentence 

De was diſclaundzed of hateful vices thze, 
He was cruell contrary toclemence, 
Straite in keping, gapne liberalite 
Uengeable ot herte gayne mercy and pitie, 
A thyngenot ſitting vnto chyualry, 

Ok cuſtome peue to llouth and llogardy, 


To occuppe thempyꝛe 
Imong Romaing eb, 


ebegan, 
ce ſion, 


Claiming a title by one Licytifat 

That was his ſonne by adopcion: 

But anone after foz his pzeſumpcion 

One called Otcho a full manly knyght, 
Smyt ok his head were it wzonge oz ryght: 


This ſayd Galba mine auctour wziteth thus 
From his empire bawarely pulled doun 
Had an enemy called Patrobolus, 

(The head of Galba toke in poſſeſſion, 
Filled it with golde, made an oblacion 

At the lepultureof Nero therewithal , 

To all the goddes a goddeſſes infernall, 


The. viii, Chapter, 


Howe Occho and Uitellius foz glottony, 


lechery, ribaudzy,and crueltie,en- 
de d in miſchete. 


Ad after that thys offryng was full doo 
As ye haue herde, to Bochas than 

Bot make hys complainte in oꝛder came 
_—_ | | 
Ifoze lurnamed iuftly Lycinian; 
Sonne adoptyke to tel as J began = 
Ok the layde Galba,claimpng to luccede; 


Dlaine anoneafter by Occho as J rede. 


Than was thempire parted in to thzee, 
Dechotoke Rome vnto his partye, 
And Uitellius to reigne in the countre 
Ouer the boundes of all Germanpe, 
And Uaſpalſian reigned in Surrey; 
But fyꝛſt this Occho curnamedSiluius 
Came to complaine cruel and diſpitous, 


Ok al thempire this ſame Siluius 

By laughter. raupne, and extozcion, 

By murdꝛe, dethe, and dedes outragious, 
With mighty hande toke the polleſſion: 

And there began a great deuilion | 
Whiche was occaſion of great ſozowe # woo 
Atwene Uitelliug and this ſapde Oecho. 


It is reherted that in Germanpe 

In londꝛp places they had battayls thzee, 
In the whych Occho wyth hys partye 
Uenquiſhed the felde,made hys fone to flee, 
But thzough koztunes mutabilite 

The fourth tymeplapnly this is the caas, 
Maugre hys myght dilcomkited ther he was. 


Totoze Beday a ſtronge cite, 
. 


Leaf. clirx. 


—— — 


5 Ok Germanye was this diſcomkiture After this Saturne was made a petegre 
After which or frowarde truelte To let an ozdze conueied from his lyne, 
This ſayde Occho ſeyng his auenture, Diſcending downe the maner who lift te 
With woſuppziſed might not endure To one Latinus,and ſo fozth to Lauine, 
Of his tonſtraint the impoztadble payne, Which was his doughter as po determie, 


Toke a ſwoꝛde and roue his herte a twayne, 


Uitelliug hauing the victozy 

With his power as made is mention, 

Ok lurquedy and falſe vayne gloꝛy 

ö Came with his hoſte in to Rome toun: 
ms But Bochas here maketh a diſcripcion = 
448 Keherſing choztiy his byꝛth a ehe his lyne, 
HA And how that he ofblode was Saturnpne. 


This to ſay, Daturnug king of Crete 
Chated by Jupiter out ok his region, 

Ind Janus had in Itaple take his ſete 
Upon a mount called Janiculum, 

Where nowe of Rome is bilte the large toun, 
Janus receuyng of liberalite 

Dian Saturne fled in to his cite. 


Te loꝛe Þ cõming ot Saturne this no fayle 
Nude and boyſtous and beaſtial ot realon 
Das al the people abyding in Itaple, 
Land was none ſowe noꝛ turned vp lo doun, 
N No2 marchaundiſe vled in no toun 
Tyll Saturne taught the maner of liuyng 
Ok tilth alabout to Janus that was kyng. 


Ikoꝛe whole commyng tokoꝛe as J you tolde 
Craft was none vſed by no creature, 

Noꝛ no building of houſes newe noz olde, 
But liued as beaſtes their liuelode to recure, 
Lykeas they were learned of nature: 

They toude tho daies make no cloth ne ape 


They were not buly by coſt full apparaple, 
Ok lundꝛy meates and confections 
Ok diuers dzinkes a manifolde vitaple 
To be curious to their refections, 
4 Marketts were none in cities noꝛ in tounes, 
17 No man wyth other bought noꝛ ſolde | 
As Tyll Saturne came a the the maner tolde. 


And whan he had taught them the manere 
Ind let an oꝛdꝛe of their gouernaunce, 
There\ymple people as bokes do vs lere 
Lyke as to god did their attendaunce, 

w certaine rightes to do their obleruaunce, 
Woꝛchipped him and after did him call 
Saturne moſt myghty of their goddes al. 


Ol froſty wethers the greuous colde telcape. 


Thus by dilcet fro Saturne a Taunus 
Boꝛne of their blode came Uitelliug, 


The fyꝛſt knyght boꝛne of that linage, 
Bycaule he was manly and ryght famous 
Had in armes pꝛoweſſe and great cozrage 
He called was Untellius Publius, 

And of him came Uttellus Lucius, 
Father to him mine auctour doth erpzeſſe 


Ok whom that J haue gonne this pzoceſle, 


Diuers ſtozies remembꝛe # plainly tell 
During hys youthe and ſtode at liberte, 
Dow this fozlayde that called was Uitell 
Was the moſt vicious Þany where might be, 
Peue to ribaudy and al diſhoneſte: 

Betauſe of which chaũged was his name 
Called Spintoir a name of great diſtame. 


finde that he was an halardour 

n all his wozkes paſſyng riotous, 
Foz his ſurfetes great with the emperour 
That whilom was called Claudius, 
Ind foꝛ his dedes and maners outragioug 
Foz his great waſte and pꝛodigalite 
Ok great dilpte, he fell in pouerte. 


Imonge his riotes a ſurfetes moe than one 
Whiche he did in countreis here and there, 
J finde that he foz nede ſolde a ſtone | 
Which his mother bare whylom at her eare: 
Foz by olde time was vſed who lift lere 
Women that were that tyme of hye degre 
Bare at their eares ſtones and perre, 


Ind by the ſellyng of that rych ſtone 

Foz whych that he receyued great treaſour, 
By (ubtyll wozkyng a ſteightes mo than one 
He gate him trendes & was made emperour; 
Ind therewithall he dyd eke his labour 
Torecepue another dignite, 

To be chefke byChop in Rome the cite, 


And in choꝛt tyme thys Uitelliug 

Of themppꝛe toke on him al theſtate, 

The ſwoꝛde recetued of Ceſar Julius, 

Uſed a garnement that wag purpurate: 
Dempt ol him leite he was molt foztunate 
Not wiſtãding moze boldely that time at * 


Of Alienſoys holden waithe feeſt. 


— 


That touched vato veliglon. 
Duryng this feaſt he ould hant dyn aſby 
Nasa, W 1 


By acuſtome vledin ti 
And Uitellius as emperour and kyng 
Iſked that time another dignite, 
Co be chefe byhopand haut auctozite 
Ok that eſtate wych power hole #playne, 
Ho man lo hardy to reply theragayne, 

From al vertue Uyteldyd bary 


» 


| Set at nought al wyſdome and ſcience, 


Thought vnto him was not neceſſary 
Cining , knigythode, maͤhode, noz pzoutdEce, 
Gaue hym onely to ſloath and negligence, 

To glotonp, folowyng his deſyzes, | 
Watche alnyght wyth dzinke & rereſoupers, 


Beyng a bychop of their panym lawe 

Lyke romayneryghtes doynge their ſeruiſe, 
Tofoze the goddes he wold him ſelke wdzawe 
And caſt aſyde ſenſer and ſacrifice, 

Ind call a boy in ful vngodly wyle 

A kechyn bope tofoꝛe the bye auter, 

And hym comaũded to bꝛyng hym hys dyner. 


Beyng araped in his ponttficall 

Foz the maner voyde of deuocion, 

Lykea ribaude oꝛ lyke a wode minſtral 
Euer dzonklewe and out of all ceaſon, 
Go2ge vpon Goꝛge this erceſſyue gloton 
Moſt yd2opike danke oft agayne luſt, 
The moze he dzanke the moze he was athzuſt 


Thys was a bythop ſacred foz Sathan, 
And an emperourcrowned wyth miſchacite, 
Woze lpke in pozte a beaſt than a man 

Uſed al his power in laughter & vengeaſice, 
To ched blode was {et all hys pleaſaunce, 
Takynge no hede nouther of wꝛong ne right 
And thus he werte hatekull to euer? wyght, 


Dys loudiours foꝛlobe hym nye echone 


In al parties, by hym where they were lent, 


Though al the countreis of Septemtrion 
Ind in al Surry towarde the ozicnt, 


dot John Wöchas 


Ol Ualpalian the fauour to recure, 


Leaf.clr 


O fone accozde and alt ot one aſſent 
| foxſokeyym,wythhimbode not a ma 
And became ſeruauntes toUaſpaltan, 
Uitellius ſawe tt wolde be none other, 
e 
e ot hy e 
LOhan he had ſent and ſigned the — 
Agayne Unſpaſtan to holde hys paſſage, 
But al foznought backward ment hys party 
Htode dyſpayzed ofeuery remedy; · 


Thus Uttellins vnhappy tothe wertes, 
Lyke a fozdzonke vnhappy gloton | 
Whoſe boſt afoze 


eraughr vp tothe ierres, 
Now al hys pzyde in miſchefeis come doun, 
Fayne foz to-aecozd to ts conuencion: 
Foz litel treaſoue whych men choulde hym al⸗ 
To Uaſpalſian thempyꝛe to reſygne. (ſygne 


Thys was his pzomile dut he held it nought, 
What he (ayd his wozde was neuer table, - 
Certaine llaterers chaũged had hys thonghte 
And certayne combs that euet be chaũgeable 
Gaue him cofiſaile,ſayd hym ſeife was able 
To gouerne theſtate imperial | 
And none ſo able foz toreken al; 


Fy2:ſ\t of Almapne he ſent out ſoudiours 
Ind ofpzeſumpcioua newe werre he gan, 
Thought bye was amoge other werriours 
Able to fight agapne Uaſpaſia 


Ind of auenture it befell (o — 


In theſe werres Uaſpaſians bzother 
Pllayne was it woulde be none other 


This froward man called Uitelling 
Ungractous euer founde in hys entent, 


Smyt ot the head ok the layde Fabius 
- Bzother of Aaſpaſiã and to Rome it (ent; 


Ind after that the Capitoyle he bzent, 
But lupnge on within a lytel ſpace $4 
Among Romapns he loſt both hap grace. 


Ok hys riot what choulde I moe entrete 
Foz except riot — of hym J rede, 
Dis coke, his paſtelere,folke were moſt mete 
To ſerue his luſtes and appetites tofede, 
Fozſoke him not but went wyth hym in dede 
Toward Champapne,ryght as any lyne 
Up to a byll called Auentpne. 


Standing in hope but that was but in vayne 


Citi, Eupyn 


Co all curſed venygne 


_ — —ů * =_ — 


1 Tyeſcuenth boke ö 


Euyn to-Komeretonrned is acayne, K 
Che palays entred,s there him ſelie to 


Hauyng with hum none other creature 
The gates yt whych was to him ame 
Take at the taſt, fozſokr hys owne name. 


Halle naked he was and halte clad 
Al alone iykeaghe was founde, 
So in the citieafozethe peopleJad.” © + -. 
oth his handes behyade hes backe bounde 
ith mightprchaines and copes toundes— 
Lptze a woodeman of loke and of vilage, 
The people to him hauing this langage. 


O thou oldelecherous faule giaton. 
A very towarde, ta al vertue tontraire, 
Cruel;vengeablevfchy conditio, 
To euety good man crueil aduerſapze, 
and debonapꝛee, 
Note ok al (urfetes,haupng ape delyte 

To lue and folowe thy lecherous appetite. 


4 _ * 0 , 8 - 
With ſuch rebukes g caſtpng of ozdure 
With donge #clap blotted was hes vylage, 
In the pꝛeſence ok many a creature 21 
With codes dzawe ge was by great outrage 
Unto a place called in theit langage 
Their cheke rackes,02 galowes of the toun, 


Where is of cuſtome done execucion. ; 


Some men remebze he ſlayne was in haſte 
W ſyarpe lwoꝛdes diſmfbzed on þ grouade, 
His carapne afrerin to Tpbze caſte 

Witz a large hoke of yzon Warpe #rounde, 
No mo2e reuerence than a ſtinking hounde: 
Nemembꝛing here myne auctour ſaith alſo 
Ok this Uitelitas Galba and Occho, 


Ally: myng thus as foꝛ their partie | 
They be named among the emperourg, 
Foꝛ a time theſtate did octupie: 

And firſt this Galba by recozdofauctours 
Died at miſchefe'voide of all ſocours. 


' Eyght monethes reigned as loꝛde x (pze, 


And alter that caſt out of his empyze, 


The thyꝛde moneth as made is mention 
Occho died, pꝛoude and ambitious, 
Ind as J tynde the dominacion 


Laſt eight monethes of Uitellius, 


And foꝛ they were pzoude and lecherous, 
Cruel, vengeable, a bozne of curſed lyne, 


In wetchr dneſſt echone they did fyne, 


The. ix. chapter. 
6 411 4 a. "$33 1 * 


ber Boches 888 ud glottonye compli 
vnvniuith laping agitiolloweth,-- peel 


IE 
Ind in his ſtudte gan him lelfe apply 


To da the vice ot hatefull glotony 
whi — face. 
I 


Foz Adamo 
All out milcheues aud ſoaowes came. 


By the outrage e 


ofd bey! zu 44832 
Out laid lat her being in Wera die 
Twene him a vertu ther role a gretdifalice 
Clerely tonteiued he that was ſo wyſe 


— 


3 Aboue creatures by reaſon bare the pzile, 


Tyll he of folp wzoagiy gan aſſent 
To be gouerned by a falle ſerpent, 


Dis innate vertues did him anone fozſake 
Foz his aſſenting.a did in haſte retourne 
gain to heuin whan the infernall (nake 

n ſtede of vertue did with man ſoigurne: 
Foz whiche we haue great matter to mourne 
Dithe that we be diſfourmed in certaine 
By vicious liuing of vertue made batapne. 


And thus came in the dominacton 

Ok vices al, and heide a great battaile, 
The retinue (ent from the tnfernall dongeon 
Us woful wzetches in ertye foz to aſſaile, | 
Stretching their power and pꝛoudly gan pze 
(Thzough the wozld & poſſeſſion toke (uaple 
Foz our demerites whan vertue vs fozſoke. 


emankinde to gouerne 
was clipled t he lanterne. 


Falſe aurite, hy a gredy deſyze 
With glotonp,chefe hyndier of their - 8 


% 


, of John Bochas 


Nature in ſothe with littei is content, 
And as mine auctour abidety here a whyle 
prone 
To wzlte.wyan Daturae reigne e ple 
Called Crete, the pꝛopheteſſe Sibyle 
In her time by great auctozite 

The woꝛld deuided pzudently in thze. 


291 Che. x. Chapiter. 
A chapter diſcriuinge the golden wozlde, 


that is to (aye whan attemperaunce 
had holy the gouernaunce. 


He wozld whã Saturne was firſt 
| kinge- | 


Raigninge in Crete in his Royall 
3 eſtate, | 
Noe # Abzaham by vertuous linfn 
Cauſed erthly folke to be moſt foztunate, 
The woꝛid tho daies was calledaureate, 
Foz ſobzeneſſe and attempzaunce + 

Had in that wozlde holy the gouernaunce, 


There was ß time no wꝛonge noꝛ violence 
Enuie exiled froin euery creature, 
Diſſolucion and dzonken inlolente 
Rybaudyand al ſuche foule == 


Fxowarde ſurtetes contrary to nature, 
Baänpched were,bycauſe artemperaunce 
Had in that wozid holy the gouerna Ince, 


Pouth was bꝛidled vnder diſcipline, 
Uertuous ſtudy toured in myddle age, 

Dꝛede helde the yarde of nozture # doctrine, 
Riot reſtrained from (urquedous outrage, 


Foꝛtitude ſtode tho in his might, 
Defended wydowes a cheriched chaſtyte, 
Knighthod in pꝛoweſſe gaue ſoclere a light 
Gy2te with his \wozde ol trouthe and equite, 
Helde vp the church in ſpiritual dignite, 
Puniched heritikes, bicauſe attemperaunce 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouerna te. 


Rightwiſneſſe chaſtiſed all robbourg 

By egall balaunte ot execution. (rotirs 
Fraude, falſe mede, put backwarde kro iu⸗ 
Trewe pzomile holde made no delaction. 
Foꝛſwering chamed durſt entre innotoun, 
Noz leſingmongers, bycauſe attempetaunte 


Had in that wozldeholy the gouernaunce, 


Chat golden woꝛlde coude loue god # d2ede, 


All the ſeuyn dedes of mercy toꝛ to ble. 
The riche was redy to do al meſdede | 
Who aſked harbour men did him nat refuſe, 
No man ofmalice would other tho accuſe, 
Diffame no neighbour btcaufe attẽperaunte 
Had in that wozld holy the gouernaunte. 


The true marchaũt by meſure bought & ſold 
Diſceite was none in the artifycer, 

Wakig no balkes þ plough was truly hold, 
Ibacke ſtode ydeineſſe fer fro the laboꝛer, 
Diſcretion martiali at dyner and ſouper, 
Content with meaſure, bycauſe attẽ per aũce 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunce, 


Of waſte in clothing was 5 time no excelle, 
Men might þ loꝛde fro his ſubiectes know, 
A differente made twene pouerte @rycheſle, 
Twene a pꝛinceſſe and other ſtares lowe, 
Ok hoꝛued beaſtes no boſte was tho blowe: 
Noz countrette faining, bitaule attepcratice 
Had in that woꝛlde holy the gouernaunte. 


This golden woꝛlde long while did endure, 
Was none alay in that metal ſene, 

Tyli Saturne ceſed by tetoꝛde of ſcripture 
Jupiter reigned.put out his father clene, 
Chaunged Obziſon in to liluer hene, 

All vp ſo downe bytauſe attemperaunce 
Das ſet aſide and loũ her gouernaunce, 


Of Partes mineral the metal is ſo ſtronge 


Inf exiwble and nat mailiable, 
By ſturdineſſe to do the people wꝛonge 


With rigoꝛous ſwozd, furious & vengeable, 


Tye merciful golde of Phebus, nat plicable 
To haue compaſſion; bicauſe attemperauice 
Was ſet aſyde and loſt her gouernaunce: 


Leed of Philoſophers is called gold lepꝛus, 
Tynof Jupiter craſſhing # dull of ſoun, 
Falſe and fugitife is Mercurins, | 
The mone is mutable of her condicion, 
The golden wozlde is tourned vp ſo donn, 
In eche eſtate ſithe attemperaunce 

as (et alide and loſt her gouernaunee, 


By S ibyles expoſicion | 

Take of this metall the mozalite, 

The golden woꝛld was gouerned by reſon, 

The woꝛid of yzon was furious cruelte 
C.tiit, The 


Leaf.cizt. 


The feuenthboke 


The mone ismutable full of duplicite, 
Lyke to this wozlde bicauſe attemperaunte, 
Is (et alyde and hath no gouernaunce. 


Venus of loners empzeſle and Muene 

Ok vicious luſtes lady and mapſtres, 

Her mettal coper that wpll ternyche grene, 
A chaungeable colour contrary to ladneſſe: 
A notable figureof wozldly bzotyineſſe, 
Like gery Uenus bycaule attemperaunce, 
Was ſet aſide and loſt her gouernaunce. 


M yneauctour Bochas gan pitouſly coplain 
Of the diſozdynate Cozmerous glotony, 
Of Uitteilius and his tetowes twayne 
All thze diffoaled-with hozrible lechery 

- Diffamed dy ſclaunde foztheir rybaudzy, 

Contrarpous enempes echone to atẽperaũce, 

Baniched al thze might haue no gouernance 


Of glotonpe and ryotous exteſſe, 

Watche and reuell, ⁊ dzinking all þ night. 
Come vncouth feuers a manp great acceſſe, 
Mebꝛes podagre maketh me go nat right, 
Goutes,mozmalles.hozrible to the light, 
Many infirmitees, bycauſe attemperaunce 
Was nat of coiſel toward their gouernaunce, 


Out of their courte baniſhed was pzudence, 
Foztitudehad none entereſſe 

Gapne vicious {iuing to make reſyſtence, 
Cried wolues, hid was vertuous lobernes 
Trout durſt nat medle ba cke ſtod rightwil 
Put out ofhouGold was attepzaunce cneſſe, 
Ind with thele empzours had no gouernaũce. 


Donne of the pꝛophete called zacharpe 
The patriarke the holy man (aynt Jhon 
Uictozious champion of gredy glotonpe, 
Lyued in deſerte daynties he had none, 

Eat mel Silueſtre.lay on the colde ſtone 
Locuſtas gadzed,his coke was temperaunce 
Jud ofhis houchold had al the gouernaunce, 


Ok camel heares was wouyn his clothyng, 
Recoz2de the golpell that can the trouth tell, 
Honyſocles his moderate fedyng 

Monge wilde beaſtes whan he di d dwell, 
To ſtatiche his thurſt dꝛanke water of þ wel, 
This ble ſſed Baptiſt rote of attempꝛaunce, 


Set koz cheke myzrour ol good gouer naunce. 


Ok his diete catour was lcarſite, 
His coſt ful fode was vertuous abſtynente, 


P 


Rotes ofdeſerte his delicate plente, 

Dis riche pymentes his ypocras of diſpente 
inge nat incoſtretegno2 botels inthe ſpice, 
at exceſſine bycauſe attemperaunte 

Had of his houcholde holy the gouernaunce, 


This Baptiſt I hon by his moderate foode 
The chefe triũphe of abſtinence hath begon, 
This patriarke rekened on the goode 
Content with littel al ſuffiſaunce hath won, 
As Byogenes in his littell tom 
Helde him apayed,bycauſe attemperaunce 
Had of his houcholde al the gouernaunce, 


His tonnetohim was receite a houſholde, 
Aud it J Could boſte ok his telere 

There were no tuppes of liluer no2 golde, 
His coliful vintage tame from the riuere, 
Wel timed meſure was foz his mouth but- 
And his taſtour was attemperaunte (lere, 
Which of his houchold had al ß gouernacice, 


His conqueſt was moze ſoueraine of degre 
Than Alyſaunders foz al his hie renoune, 
Fo: he conquered his ſenſualite, 

Made him ſubtecte and ſeruaunte to reaſon, 
Daunted of pꝛudence eche fozayne paſſion, 
Dis clerke of kitchin called attemperauncs 
Wyiche ok his dyete had al the gouernaunce. 


Of luperfinite,of llouthe, and of ſlepe 
(This Diogenes ſtode euer amonge in dzede, 
Ok wozldiy fanour he toke no maner kepe, 
Straw was his litter, a ſimple ruſſet wede, 
Turned his ton againg the winde in dede: 
Twene hote and colde, that attemperaunce 
In (omer & winter had hole the gouernaũce. 

| Lenuop. 


ble pzinces of pꝛudence take hede 
This litell chaptre bzeuely to com- 
BANE pehende, ps is 
be golden wozlde is turned into 
zap to god his grace downe to ſende (lede, 
Ok his hie mercy that it may ſone amende, 


Ind that this pzinceſle called atteperaunce 
May of your houchold haue the gouernaſice, 


Chefely fozloue and parcel eke fo2 dzede 

In your eſtate whan ye be moſt chynende, 
Foz pour encrees & your moſt gracious ſpede 
To his pꝛeteptes do diligently attende, 

Of olde emperours rede the legende 

Phyle they were ruled by attemperaunce 
In longe pꝛoſperite ſtode their — 


Of worthy Rome is called hede 
Whoſe royal boũides fartheſt out extende, 
In marcyall actes bothe in t bzede 
Rem publicam by pꝛoweſſe to diſkende, 

No fozayne enemy hardy tooffende | 
Their hye nobleſſe whyle attemperaunce 
With her thze luſters had the gouernaunce, 


Che. xi. Chapter. 


hob the kinrede of Jacob was diſtroyd, 
Chꝛiſte bozne and died, Jeruſalem di- 
ſtroped:and.xi.hundzed. M. 
ſlain by ſwoꝛde hungre 
fpze and peſtilence. 


CON De tom ended of Uitellius 
Ok his two feres Galba a Ocho, 
How his caraine hozrible and hidious 
D20wned in Tybꝛe was poſſed to and fro: 
After their ſtoꝛy accompliſhed was and do 
Came a great nombꝛe to Bochas as J rede 
Echone diſcended of Jacobes kynrede, 


In token of complaint and heupneſſe 

Like folke diſmayed clad in mournig wede, 
Foz the conſtraynt of their wzetchydneſſe 
Beſpzeynt td teares quaking in their dꝛede, 
Knowing norecure in ſo ſtreight a nede 
Reſembling folke by tokens full moztall, 
That were toward ſome feaſt funerall, 


Their vgly cheres pytous to beholde 

As they gan apꝛoche the pzeſence 

Of Jhon Bochas to tell their ſozowes olde, 
Their woundes bleding by marcial violece: 
Oppꝛeſſed with htiger thurſt a lod? peſttlece, 
By foꝛayne \wozde their liues manaſyng 
Upon the deathe as beaſtes abyding 


That were encloſed narowe in a foldle 
Diſpapꝛed ſocour to recure, - (bolde 
To paſſe the boundeg foz dzed they were nat 
Within enfamyned,barayne of all paſture, 
This wofull ſtoꝛie remembꝛed in ſcripture 
Howe that of Jacob the generacion 

Was vengeably bzought to diftruction; 


This patriarke called whilome Jſraell 
M oft renomed amonge all nacions, 
And moſt famous the Byble can well tell 


Their lyne out rekened thzough all regions, 


of John Bochas 
—— beh 


eſt toke their poſſeſſions, 
Maugre ns and Pharaos pude, 
Whan Mot os by god was made thetr gide. 
vs | 
With dꝛie fete they paſſed the Reed ſee, 
Conueyed by Moyles and alſo by Jaron, 
(Their la we was wzitten$ Bible who lift ſe 
Upon Syna in tables of harde ſtone, 
And thzough delerte as they didgone 


With aungels meate called mina as J rede, 


Fozty wynter there he dyd them kede, 


After Moyles led by Joſue 
In to the lande of Pꝛomiſſion, 


- Tweluelynages of Jacob there parde 


He let make a diſtribucion, 

And to eche lyne he gaue his pozcion: 

By pꝛompſe made atoꝛe to Abzaham | 
To Jlaac c Jacob, whan they thyder came. 


By patriarkes and pꝛophetes 8 were ſad, 
Maugre their enemies # their moztall fone, 
By mighty dukes and iudges they were lad, 
Gate all the regions where they did gone, 
Tyll at the laſt of pꝛide they echone 

Lyke other nacions wolde haue a kyng, 


Saul was chole god graunted their alking. 


Thus by patryarkes and by they: alyes, 


From Abꝛaham the genelogie 


Tolde by pꝛophetes & by their pꝛophelies, 
Conueyed to Dauid, whiche in his regalye, 
Helde of Jewes-all hole the monarchpe: 
Of whole kynredeby pꝛoceſſe thus it Rode 


Was Chziſt Jeſu bozne of that roial blode. 


Sent kröͤ his father as pꝛophetes determine 
Toke fleſche and blode foꝛ our ſaluacion, 

By the holy gooſt bozne of a pure virgyne, 
Had amonge Jewes great tribulacion, 
Under Herodes ſ(uffred paſſion, 

Ind as the goſpell truely doth diſcriue, 

The third day he role from death to liue. 


This bleſſed loꝛde, this loꝛde of moſt vertue, 
Ende of Decembze bozne in Betheleem, 
And by the aungell named was Jeſu, 
Shewed to thze kinges by a ſterre beem, 
This ſame Jeſus in Jeruſalem 

By conſpyzacion of Jewes thzoughenuy, 


By Pylate dempt to dye on Caluary; 


Thus vnto Jefu, Jewes were vnkynde 
Foz whiche they were diſtroyed nye — 
| | 2y 
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iſt ſied the goſpel maketh mynde 
—— a ors cite —. Golud nat lpe a ſtone 
Upon another foz their moꝛtal fone 


Should the beſiege he told them lo certaine, 


Ind malt Jeruſalem with þ ſoile al plaine. 


With weping eyen Chzilt told the lo befozne 
Ok their ruine and their diſtruction, 

Synne was tauſe that they were lozne 

Foz they nat knewe to their confuſion 
Time of theix notable vyſitacion (owe 
Whan Chziſt came down boane here in erthe 
Foz their ſaluacisthey lyſt hun nat to know, 


Thyrty yeres fullycronyculers waite 
Andſomwhat moze,after his paſſion 
Amonge the Jewes playnly toendyte, 
Within them ſelfe fpll a diuiſion, 

Murdꝛers roſe vp within their own toun 
So great a nombze with many an homtcide 
That in the cite no man dutſt well abyde, 


{heir pꝛelidentes reigning in Jude 
Seing this hozrible foule rebellion, 

And of murderers the moztall cruelte 
That longe endured in that region, 

Which foz to appeſe romains ſent doun 
Uaſpacian,with many a manly knight 
Wyiche in to Galylee,toke his way tight. 


Ind to chaſtyſe tho marderers # robbours 
Bꝛent their cotitrey as he rode vpanddoun, 
So continued with his ſoudyours 
CTyll vnto time the countreys enupzon 
Of Jeruſalem entred be the toun, | 
With their oblacions, in many ſondzy wyſe 

As Paſke required to do their lacrifyſe. 


Tofoze tho dayes was Jeruſalem 

Had in great woꝛchyp of all nacions, 
Called pꝛinceſſe ofeuery other reem, 
Whole fame ſtretehyd th2ough al regyong, 
Their trealour great and their poſſeſſions: 
Double walled of buylding moſt notable, 
Dꝛeding no enemy foz it was impzegnable, 


Among romayns was many a manly man 
LoOilling echone of one affection, _ 

Th ꝛough the knighthode of Uaſpaſian 
Echone to labour to the diſtruction 

Ok Jeruſalem,foz great diuiſion _ 
Amonge them lelke was gon in the cite, 

By certaine captains Þ were in nombꝛe the. 


Simon John and Eleazarus 
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The ſeuenth boke 


Hozrible tyꝛauntes oppzeſſing the poꝛaple, 
Ol gouernaunce frowarde and outragious 


 Fallly deuided eche other dyd aſſayle, 


Amonge them ſelfe had many gret bataple, 
Werre without and werre was within 
(Thus of vengeaunce milchefe dyd begyn, 


Uaſpaſian nat beyng rechelees 

Foz his party lyke a pzudent knight 

By notable meanes exited them to peeg, 
But all foz nougyt blent their owne ſight, 
To cheſe the belt they coude nat ſe a tight: 
And in this while this noble werryoar 
Uaſpalian doas choſen emperour, 


By Alexſaundzie,toRome he went againe, 
Receiued there themperiall dignite, 

Bis ſon Titus he made his cyefe capitaing 
His pꝛocuratour to — in Jude, 
Belet enupzon Jeruſalem the cyce, 
Withmen ot armes ſieged it ſo about, 
That none might entre noz none iſſue out. 


Stopped their codutes a their waters clere, 
Enfamined them foz lacking of vitayle, 

A certain woman thus ſaith the croniculere 
R oſted her childe whan vitaile did fayle, 
She had of ſtoꝛe none other apparaple: 
Theron by layſer her lelfe che dyd fe de 
Which in a woman was to hozryble a dede, 


Their mighty walles with gons caſt downe 
Two ſtronge towzes take of their cite, 
Kelſiſtence gan fayle in the towne, 

They ſtode ok hungre in (uch perplexpte: 
Typtus of knighthode and magnanimits 
Thꝛoughout the toure called Intonian 

Is entted in like a knightly man, 


(The people in ſtreates lap foz hunger dead 
To bye noz (el no lpfelode in the town, 
(There was no ſuccour of dzinkenoz bꝛeed 
In paine of death bozne nouther vp ne doun, 
Uompte of one was therefection 

Unto another, there was ſuch (carcite 

Who redeth Joſephus the trouth he may le. 


B2ent was the temple made by Salomon, 
Which had enduredcthus wait þ croyculere 
That was ſo royal buylt of ryche tone 
Fully a thouſande # two hundꝛed pere, 
Romatns entred maugre their poztere, 


With ſpeare, pollax. a (wozde charpe whet, 
Lpke wode lions lewe whom thep heir 


The liluer pmages 5 foꝛged were vi gold, 
The vpolent fyʒe made them renne doun; 
Noble Tytus had compaſſion. 

His marciall dukes ſpared nothing certain, 
Leſt of pꝛelumpcion they wolde redel agam. 


A leuen hũdꝛed thoulande were there ſlaine, 
By lwoꝛde, by hungre, by fyze. a peſtilence, 
Stynke of tarapns ß in the ſttetes layne 
Cauſed of deathe moſt ſodayne vyolence, 
And Titus gaue among them this ſentence: 
A meane ok them that dyd altue dwell, 
Foz a penny men oulde thurty ſell. 


So as Judas ſolde Chailt foz thurty pence, 
Titus againe thought of equyte | 

Ok marchaundyſe to make recompence, 
Thurty Jewes founde in the cyte 

Foz a penny and foz nomoze parde 

(Tyey to be ſolde, foꝛ theyꝛ great outrage 


Euer amonge Darazyns to liue in ſeruage. 


Of the temple a pꝛie ſt that was full olde 
Two ſtately lantarnes 5ᷣ̊ were bzight a chene 
Tables, baſpns, violes of bꝛight golde 

He pꝛelented, and thus he dyd mene, 

That their treaſnre chould wele be (ene 

Ok the temple,and chewed to Titus 

In token it was whilom lo glozioug, 


To ſhewe eke there he did his buſy cure 
Silke, ſinamone, a frankencens withall, 
Foz ſacrifile, the purpurate veſture, 

With Uzimthumm,;the ryche pectozall, 
Whiche oꝛdained were in eſpeciall 

Fo: the ſolempne place of places all 
Saucta lanct oʒum, and ſo men dpd it call 


Of the cite a pꝛince called Jhon 

To Titus came and chewed his p2eſence, 
Pale foꝛ hunger there came aiſo Symon, 
Bought by a duke p named was Terence, 
Clad in purple bꝛought by violence: 
Receiued of Titus whan this noble town 
Caſtels towꝛes a walles were (myt downe. 


In to a caſtell called Wazadan 

Eleazarus had take his flight, | 
Belieged of Stilla, oꝛ he the caſtell wan 
Thts Eleazar like a furious knight 
Within the caſtel the ſelfe lame nyght | 
Styꝛed euery man, father,childe, a bzother 
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Their riche gates couered with plate of gold With charpe ſwo2des eche man to le other. 
Were bꝛent and molten without exception, 


Thus was this cite moſt ſtately of bilding 

That whilom was of this woꝛlde chefe toun 
Where Melchyſedet reigned pꝛeeſt a kyng, 

By dapes olde as made is menc:on, (mon 
- Reſtozed by Dauid, builded newe of Salo- 
P:inceſſe of pꝛouinces, was no wher ſuch a- 
Now is it abiect @ refuſe of al other. (nother 


Unto the Jewes Chꝛiſt Jeſu gaue reſpite 
Full thurtp pere,o2 he toke bengeaunce, 
Jn token the loꝛd hath ioye # great delite 
Dyan that linners Diſpoſe them to penaũce, 
By contricion and hertely repentaunce, - 
This bleſſed loꝛde this king molt merciablg 
Lengeſt abideth oz he lyſt be vengeable. 


He was to them lo gracious and benygne 
Bade that they choulde to him conuert ſone, 
Shewed vnto them many an vncouth ligne 
During twelue daies eclipſed was þ mone: 
(The people atones knew nat what to done, 
But indurate in their froward entent 

Like folke abathed wyſt nat what it ment; 


Akoꝛe the ſiege 02 Titus gan the werte 
Ouer the cite ( wherok they wert aferde) 
There appered a comete and a ſterre, 
The ſterre was ape like a Harp? lwerde, 
Touching the comet there was neuer herde 
Ok luch another ſo firy bꝛight and clere, 
Which endured the (pace of al the pere. 


Their feſtiual day halowed in Appl, 
Their pꝛieſtes buly to make oblacion, 

So great a light in the temple fpll 

That al the people ſtanding enuyzon, 
Thought it ſo bꝛight in their inſpection 
Paſſing the ſonne as it did ſeme, 
But what it ment no man coude deme. 

As the pꝛeeſtes dyd their buly cure 

To offre a calfe anone oz they toke hede, 
The lame calfe a thing _— nature 
B2ought foztha lambe þ lame time J rede: 
An vgly token which put them in gret dzede; 
A contrary pꝛonoſticacion | 
Shewed vnto them of their ſubuerlion. 


With other tokens frowarde and contrarye 
The ſame time were ſhewed euer amonge, 
(The bꝛaſen dozes of the inwarde ſentwarye 
With yz0n barres ſhit that wer moſt ſtrong, 
| = Bode 
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Bꝛode of entaple rounde and wondze longe, 
That might nat meue w. xxx. mennes might, 
Dpened by them ſelle twple on a night. 


There were ſenealſo thares in the ey}e, 
Men of armes with bꝛight woꝛdes clere, 
Of plate and maile the armure was ſo faire 


Bꝛight as Phebus where it did appere: 


And as the ſtozie alſo doth vs lere 
With their cheltrons and their apparayle, 
A pꝛoker made their cyte foꝛ taſſaple. 


To the Jewes it dyd (ygnifye 


A pꝛonoſtyke of they: diſtruction, 


Pꝛeeſtes to the temple as they dyd hie 
Upon a night to do oblacion 

Amid rhe temple was herde a dzedfull ſoun, 
Of which noyle this was dꝛedekul ende, 
Kyle vp echone and let vs hence wende. 


Ind ful four pere tofoze the ſiege gan 
One Anantas yonge and tendze of age 
Ok his byzthe, lonne of a rude man, 
By dilpolicion dul of his cozage, 

Lyke as he had fall in a my 

Ran in the cite by a maner trenſye, 
Spared nat with open mouthe to crye. 


Unto this noyſe was made none obſtacle 
But obſtinat euer to his entent, 
Day of the feeſt holde in the tabernacle 


A voice( quod he) out of the oꝛient 


Uoice fro the ſouthe, fro noꝛthe, cc occident, 
Uoice fro þ four wyndes þ blow ſo wyde 
Uoice again Jeruſalecrieth on euety lyde. 


Uoice a gaine the teple agayn 5 people alſo, 
Uoice againe hulbades, voice againe wiues, 


Wo to Jeruſaleur,with a treble wo, 
Ofhungre,thurſt, a leſing of their lines, 
Ok lwoꝛde and fyze a many ſodayn friucs: 
This was the wzetchcd lamentacion 
Which Ananie cried thzough the toun, 


Beaten he was foz his affray ful ofte, 
Vhipped, ſcourged, endlonge # vpzight, 

Al were it lo he felte it ful vnſofte- 
Was by beating made faint # febleof might, 
He ſtynt nat to crie fo day and night; 

A pꝛonoſtike chewing to the cite, 

Howe ryght ſone it houlde diſtroyed be. 


By reherſaple allo ot Carnotente 

With that cite foz ſinne it ſtode ſo tho, 
That if Romains by marciall vyolence 
Had nat come and done them all this wo, 
The erthe chould haue opened and vndo: 
Deuoured the people voyde of al refuge, 
Oz dꝛowned ß tounby ſome ſodapne deluge, 


B2euely to paſſe this vengeãte moſt terryble 
Done vpon Jewes foz their tranſgreſſion, 
Foz their demerites p puniching moſt hozrp- 
Of Jeruſalem fynall ſubverſion, (ble 
Ok the temple, the tabernacle, and the toun, 
Jn Joſephus who lyſt ſe al the dede, 

De Bello Judaico þ ſurplus he may rede. 


t+ Thus endeth the ſcuenth boke and 
here after foloweth the pꝛo⸗ 


logue of the eyght, 


Che Pꝛologe. Fol. i. 


' Cht Pꝛologue of the epght 
Booke. 


Ochas makethhere an exclamacion 
Agapn the (ewes great bnkyndneſſe, 
B3ought bi the romains.their cite adoun 
Lyke as the ſtoꝛy dyd here tokoze cxpꝛeſſe, 
Thepdiſparcled to liue in wzetchedneſſe, 
By gods hand puniſhedfo2 they: outrage, 
Foꝛ t᷑uer to liue tn tribute and ſeruage. 


Folowyng mpne auctoz,F caſt foz to touch 
Soas Jcan reherſyng the manere, 
594 John Bochas lying on his couche, 
pakẽ to humſelfe, ſayd as ye ſhall here: 
M hy arte thou ſo dul of loke and chere: 
Lyke a man thyface bearcth wytneſſe, 
Chat him diſpoſeth to lyue in pdle nelle. 


Certes quod John J take right good kepe, 

Ok muche trauayle that the outrage 

— bylonge ſlombꝛe caſte me in a ſlepe: 
plymmes feble,croked, and faynt toz age, 

Caſte in a dzede fo2 dulneſſe of coꝛage: 

Foz to pzeſume vpon me to take, 

Ot the eyght boke an endfoz to make. 


Thou wenyſt perauenture in thine opinyon 
Bythis labour toget the aname, 

Fo: toreberce the ſodarn falling doun, 

u nd byſome newe pꝛoceſſe fo: to attame, 
Ok pꝛinces ſitting hie in the houſe of fame; 
In diuers bokes where thou doſt them fynd, 
Derpetuallp to put thy name in minde. 


Thy dayes ſh oꝛt put the in great dꝛede, 

Ok luche a labour to take the paſſage: 

Che moze feble the lower is the ſpede 

Thy light darked, and thou arte fal in age. 
Among remembzing thinke on this langage 
Whan men be burped low in the carth doun, 
Saue ok good liuing farewell all guerdon. 


Woꝛldlpe goodes ſhall paſſe right ſone, 
Treſour,connyng.andal ſhalout of mynde: 
Frendſhip chaigeth,as dothÞ cloudy mone, 
At a ſtrapte nede fewe kreudes men dofinde. 
But a good name, whan it is left behind, 
| eth all rythes, ik it be welldeſerued, 

nd al golde, in cofer locked and conſerued, 


Ok thy labour the fame ſhall were derke, 
Beware Eochas, and herot take good hede: 
S louth ſpake to me, and bad me leue warke, 
Foz ſmal reward Þ ſhalt haue foz thy mede. 
As byenſample.thou mapſte of other rede, 
This was the langage, J had therok routhe, 
Atwene John Bochas & this ladye Slouthe. 


Bochas aſtonied gan down his heed decline, 


Upon his pillowe hanging in a traunce. 
Stode in gret doute, coude not determyne 
L ke a man hangynge in balauuce, 

To what partye he ſhulde hys pen auaunce: 
To pꝛocede as he vndertoke, 

Oz leue the labour of his eyght boke. 


Atwene twayne abyding thus a while. 
What was to do in doutehegantoftete: 
Halfe within and halk ouer the ſtile, (mete. 
Coude not difcerne to him what was moſte 
Tyll fraunces Petrark the laureate poete, 
Crowncd wythlaurer,Grace was his gide, 
Came and let him downe by his beddes lide. 


And as Bochas out of hys ſlombze abꝛapde, 
And gan adawen ſomu hat of hys chere. 
And lawe Petrarke,lowly to him he lapd: 
Welcome mayftercrowned wythlaurcre; 


whiche haue Ftaple.lyke a ſonne clere, 


with poetry plainlytodiſcriue, 


Moſt ſouerapnly enlumined by your live; 


J haue deſyꝛed as it is well couthe, 


Ok riqhtkull herte by humble attendaunce; 
Tu do you wo2thip fro my tendze pouth, 


Ind ſo ſhall Jeuet voyde of all varpaunce, 
Duryng mp lyfe:foztrewlyin ſubſtaunce, 
ve haue ben lanterne lyght and dyzection; 
Aye to ſuppozt myne occupacion. 


As in wꝛytyng bokes to compyle, 
Chefeenſample to my great auauntage: 

To rekourme the rudenes of myſtile,. 

with aureat colours of your freſſhe langage. 
But nowe foꝛ dulled by impotence ot age, 
Ok Dectepitus marked with many aligne, 
Mylabout vp of wziting Jreligne. 


I caſt me not foꝛthe to pꝛocede, 
Stande at a bay foꝛdꝛiuen foꝛ werynes. 
Quod Fra.ÞPetrark leſe net thus thy mede 


peut me no cauſe to repoꝛt noꝛ expꝛeſte, 


In thy laſt age, thou haſt found a maiſtres, 
which the bzidled in loth x that is routhe, 
And holdeth thy rein and ſhe is called\ſlouth, 


Ancuident token of frowarde ſlogardpe, 
Upon thybedthylimmes la to dꝛeſle, 


* Ryſe vp koꝛ ſhame, foꝛ Jcan well eſpp, 


Folke that can grone and fele noſyckneſre; 
Their chambetlapne is called ydlenes: 
which layth thy pyllow at tue and moꝛrowe⸗ 
Uoyd her fcom the and let her go with lozow. 


To all vertue froward and contrary 

Is pdleneſſe, here in this pꝛeſent like: N 

which hath the dꝛaw away kro thy lybzarye; 
Ad. t. Wp 
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The Pꝛologe. 


Myll the notſuffertobe contemplatyfe, 

Foꝛ het condytion is to holde ſtryke, 

With euerp vertuous occupacion, 

which men ſhuld voyde of wyſdom and reſõ. 
n this matcr what ſhuld J long tary? 

£4 flo mbꝛe leaue and bp thine eine dzeſſe, 

The boke J made of life ſoiytary?, 

Remembze theron, the which in ſybernes, 

Teacheth the way of vertuous bulynes; 

By and by, who liſt rede eue ry lyne 

Ok contemplacion mozal and diupne. 


As Fſayd erſt yet lyft vp thy loke, 
Foꝛt ake thy bed, ryſe vp anone koꝛ ſhame, 


Waooldeſt p reſt nowe vpon thy ſeuenth boke? 


And leaut the eight in loth thou art to blame: 
Pꝛocede koꝛth and get thyſelf a name. 

And with one thyng do thy elk comkoꝛte, 

As thou deſerueſt,men after ſhal rcpoꝛte, 


Make a compariſon twene derknes & lyght. 
Cwenc ydlenes and occupacion, 


Cwene fay2e dayes and the cloudy nighte: 


@wene acowards p20 wee und hye renoun, 


* @wene vertuous ſpeche x falſe detraction, 


And to conclude all vices torepzeſſe, - 
Contrary to llouthe, is vertuous buſyneſle, 


Uertuous buſines(O Bochas take hede, 
Keneweth all thynges of olde anttquite: 
Mabkecth men to lyue after they be dead, 
Remember the nobles of many a great citpe: 
And ne were waiters al were gone parde, 
Wherfoze Bochas ſyth p art nere the lande. 
Suffre not thy ſhyp to ſtomble on the lande. 
Jneane as thus the ſhypok thy trauayle, 
Wyich hath paſſed the ſe of bokesſeuen, 
Caſt not aunkre tyll thou haue good riuayle, 
Let no tempeſt of thundze noz of leuim 

No2 no wyndes of the cloudye heuen | 
Noz no kals iãglers ot demers the will bltue, 
Dep2aue thy laboure and let thy ſhip to atiue, 


Haſte on thy way let grace crofe thyſayl, 
Fall on no lande of wilfulneglygence: 

Let good wyll be chefe of thy counſayle, 

To gye thy rother let entyze diligence. 

It vitaple tayic and wine to thydiſpence, 

pet at che laſt thynke koꝛzth y ſocour 

Dome copalpuacetyal quite the thylabour, 
Thinkc by wuting auctoꝛs did theyz payne 
To ycue punces thcy2 commendations, 

To Kemusà Romulus called fofiders twain 
Ok Kome towonc and ok two Scipions, 


The knighthode.i22udence of two Catons, 


Of Julius,jIoinpey.,and Hanybal eke alſo, 


Byenſample of whome, loke that thou do ſo. 
Ok Pꝛophetes they mote the povheſies, 
And the noblefſe of olde Moyſes: 

Ok poetes the laure at poeſies, 

See kozce of Sapſon p ſtrength of Hertuleg 
Ok two grekes Pyꝛtus and Achylles. 

By their wipting bokes ſay the ſame, 

Unto this dap yet endureth the name. 


And he that can, andceaſeth fo to vayte 
Notable enſamples ofourpzedeceſſours, 
Ok enupe men wyll himatwite, (Aoures; 
Thathe in gardayns let peryſhe the holſome 
In ſondꝛy wyſe that might do great ſocours, 
Labour foꝛ other and ſpare not thy tranayle, 
Foz vertuous laboꝛ agayn ſlouth doth auaile, 
A thing remembzed of antiquite, 

Fs whan there is ſet a fay2e ymage 

Ok a pꝛince, of hye 82 lowe degre, 

D; of aperſon a pꝛynte of his viſage, 
Gladdethhis frende quicketh his cozage, 
And ſemblably by example men may kynde, 
Things fozgotten by wꝛiting come to mindte. 
And koz to make our names perdurable. 
And our merites to put in memozy, 

Uites to eſchewe in vertue to be ſtable; - 
That labour map of ſlouth haue the victozye,; 
To clapme a ſee in the heuenlyconſiftozy, 
Diſpyte of ydlenes and koꝛthering of vertus; 
Fyne of our labour be peue to Chʒiſt Jeſu. 
Than Pectrark had reherced this leflon, 

In rebuking of vicious pdelnes, 


. Bochas ſuppziſed and moued ok teaſon, 


Role krom his couche, and gan his pen dꝛeſſeꝛ 
well ouercamt the impotent keblenes 

Ok croked age that Bochas bndertoke 

Fo toaccomplyſhe vp his cight boke. 

J following after foꝛ dulled fo: rudeneſſe, 
Moꝛe than thꝛe ſcoꝛe peres (ct my date: 
Luſte of youthe paſſedhis kreſhnes, 
Colours of rethozike to helpe me tranſlate; 
were faded away, J was bozne inLydgate, 
wher Bacchus lycour doth fullſcarſlyRete, 
My dꝛpe foule foz todewe and wete. 


Though paſſed age hath fozdulled me, 
Tremblynge ioyrteslet my hande to wapte: 
And kro me take all the ſubtylte 
Ok curious makyng. in englyſhe toendyte; 
vet in this labour truelyme to acquite, 
ſhal pꝛocede as it is tome due, 
n theſe two bokes Bochas fo; toſus, 
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Theeyght Boone. 


CThe firſte Chapter. 


¶ Powe the pꝛoude tirgunte Domitian Em⸗ 
peroure of Rome , and manpe other Empe⸗ 
roures and Nobles, foꝛ their out rages and 
w2etchednes,miſtheuouſlye ended. 


Bzother to Titus ſonne of Uaſpactan, 
ame next io2d2e as wꝛiteth mine autour 
Che pꝛoude ambicious called Domician, 
That was in Rome crowoned Emperour: 
An extoꝛcionet, and a talſe pillour, 
ꝛoudlycũ maunded (in his eſtate vy ſtalled) 
Ok all the woꝛlde he ſhulde a God be called. 


Th:ugh hye pꝛeſũpcion ot him it is eke tolde, 
Nether ot tymber koꝛuin, noꝛ of tone, 
Set vp images of ſyluer and oof golde, 

n token there was no God but he alone? 
In to dathmos he exyled eke ſaynt John, 
And agayne criſten the ſeconde next Neron, 
That began firſt the perſecucion. 


This ſame tyzaunt, reignyng in his eſtate, 
Co all the citye was paſſinge odyous: | 
Belt and moſt woꝛthy he tewe of the ſenate, 
And vnto all that were vertuous 

Moꝛtall enemp, and moſte malicious. | 
Ind fo: ſlaughter ofſenatours in the toune, 
Aſked the triumph as made is mencyon. 


Made amonge tewes , by kul great outrage, 
where as he had greateſt ſuſpicion 

Toſlee al tho that were ofthelynage, 

Of Dauids kinred,andof kinge Salomon, 


Leaſt he were put out of dominacion: _ 
Amonge iewes this was hys meanpnge, 
Slewe all tho that was bozne tobe kyng. 


Impd the palays as God wolde of right 
Punyſh a tyꝛaunt and quite him hys mede, 
This Domician was ſlayne vpon a nyght: 
Dis caraine after vnburped as E, rede. 
And Comodus doth after himſuccede, 
whiche was all peue by kleſhly appetite, 
Toleauec all vettue, and kolowe his delyte. 


Theatre plapes of cuſtome he did ble 

As was the cuſtome there and the vlage, 
His like in vices he falſlye did abuſe, 

In lecherous luſtes lpent al hys ponge age: 
To the romaynes did ful great domage, 
Fo: of the ſenate that were moſte vertuous, 
were faiſlyeſlayne by this Comodus. 


Firſt with him to haue a great batayle, 


Caught ſicknes and died of the paine. 
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In his time by ſtroke of thunder dente. 
And firye lightning þ came down frohcuen, 
The common lybꝛaty was of the cyte bzente, 
Wyth ropall bokes of all the craftes ſeuen, 
Bokes ofportes mo then Jcan neuyn: 
Ind Comodus bzeueiyto termpyne, 
was ſlayn and ſtrangled by hys concubyne. 


Helinus Pertynar came nexte onthe ringe. 
Ozꝛdained after Emperour of that toun, 
Olde, and bnweldy,ſlaine in his ginning: 
Ifter whom the boke maketh mencion 


By no title ok ſucceſſion 


But an intruſour one called Julyan; 
The ſtate vlurping to teign e there began. 


But of the noble lynage Affrican, 

Bone in Tripolis a mighty great citye, 
One Seuerusthat was a knightly man, 
Gadꝛed of romapns a wondze great mepne: 
Bothe made ſtronge, Julian met and he 
At Pont miluin a citie of Jtayle, fg 
And there was Julyanſlaine in batapl: 


Seuerus afterentredthe empyze; 
And toke vpon him the dominacion; 
Upon criſten of malice ſet afyze, 
Began againe them a perſecucion. 
Ok tyzannye and falſe ambicion. 
But one of Egipt called Boſcennits 
Againe Seuerus gan to wozke thus. 


Gadzed meyny Seuerus fo2 to aſſaile; 
In purpoſe fully and theron did hys payne, 


He xt ol themppꝛe the crowne foꝛ to attapne: Wh 
But ye ſhal heate what fel on theſe twayne: 1 
On Poſcenntus fill the diſco:nfiture, * M1 1 
And Seuerus themppꝛe dothe recure. «| 


In his purpoſe oz he might auaile, 

with one Albinus that was a manly knyghr, 
He had in Gaule a full great batayle, 
Fullgreatbloudſhedin that moztall fyght: 
Albinus ſlaine of very fo:ce and myght, 
Seuerus after entred in Bzetayne, 


After Seuerus next came Antonine, 
Of whom the frowarde diſp olicion 
As all auctours of him determine / 
is buſines and occupacion | [ 
et holy in kleſhlp dilectacion 2 | 
Sofalſe a luſt his * aſſaple 1 


li. 


Among 


Amonge Parthois flayne inbatayle 
| Warcrinus after tofoze Bochas came down, 


om apꝛekecte in Rome the cyte 

Ok the pzetop2,andby inusſton 
Came to the umperiallfamous dignitye, 
Occupped 5 imperyalſe, 
Cyl koꝛtune lyſt hym ſo diſgrade, 
Amonge his knightes ſlapne at Irchelade. 


pe came Zurelius ſurnamed Antonpne, 
great tybaude paſſyng lecherous, 

Pet was he byſhop as auctoures determine, 
nthe temple of Heliogadalus: | 
nd tn his time was one Sabellius _ 

A falſe heretike,of whom gan the names, 
Ok aſecte called Sabellianes. 


Chis ſaid Aurelius againe all nature, 
Offalſe pꝛeſumpcion in bokes it is told, 
Wolde not purge his wombe bynature, 
But in veſſels that were made of golde; 

And in diſpyte, whan that he was old. | 
Slaine of his knightes.and not afterlonge, 
Bis carapne was thzown in a gonge. 


After this pꝛoude fozeſayde Antonine 
Fntothempyze by iuſt election, 

Ok ſenatours as bokes deterinpne, 

Came Aurelius and foz his hye renoune 
Surnamed Aliſaunder, as made is menci0: 
Fought with Perciens like a manlyknight, 


And there king kerxes was put vnto fl yght. 


This Iurelius this pꝛoud knyghtly man, 
Whan he late iudge inthe conliſtozy, 
There ſate one with him called Ulpian. 
I great ciuilian notablt of memozy: 

Of whome it is to his encreace ofglozy, 
Repoꝛted thus by great auctozite, 

De of digelies made bokes the. 


Fullpiteoufly this emperoure loſt hislyfe, 
Caſuelly as made is mencion, 

Among his knightes by a ſodapne firife; 
Where he was l1aine in that diſcencion; 
After whole ende fo: ſhozt concluſion 
CTokoꝛe Bochas the boke wel tel can 
Came Maximinus and with him Gozdyan 


Mariminus the cronicle doth e xpꝛes. 
Choſe of his knightes and his ſoudiours. 
Fo: his victouous marcyall hye pzowefſe, 


Done in Almayne,and amonge Emperours And fozhe was ſubtell, falſe,and fe 


Set vp in Rome maugre the, ſenatours: 


Akter ſtrong enmy as mine autoure ſayth 
With all his power vnto criſten fapth 


He was enemy his life who liſt to lene - 

To criſten clerkes of auctozite, 

And ſpecially to olde Ozigene 

But in his moſte furious cruelte, 

Jn Aquylepa a mighty ſtronge countre, 
Ok a pꝛekecte called Pupten he was ſlaine 
Df whole dethe criſten men were full fayne, 


Hext by the ſenate choſen was Gozdpan, 
Firſt agapnſte Parthois he caſt hi to werrey, 
Ok Janus temple(vhan the werre began) 
He made the gates be opened wyth the keyes 
Whiche was a token as old e bokes ſepe. 
Cho gates opened to folkes nye and ferre, 
That w their fone p romayns wold wetre. 


With Parthois firft this raid Gowdian 

To holde werre faſt he gan him ſpede, 

And vpon them alway the felde he wan: 
Ifterhe ſped him in to Perce andMeve, 
Alwape victozious in batayle as J rede, 
Upon Eukrates ſlayne as J fynde, 

By falſe treaſon p cronicle mabeth mynde. 


Next in oꝛdꝛe tame Philip byhis name. 
is ſonne eke philip came with him alſo, 
vn auctour Bochas trehercethß ſame: 
The father,the ſonne, baptiſed bothe two. 
Kight ſad and wyſe in that they had todo, 
And were the firſt criſten of echone, 
Ewperozsrekened. fo; ther tofoze wasnons 


By Pontius the martpꝛ as Jreve, 

In Mea a kamous great cyte, 

They were baptyſed,x afterwarde in dede 
Slapne in bataple foz theylyſt not kle: 
Tokoꝛe theit dethe bothe of afſent parde; 
Their treaſ our hole that were imperiall, 


To chziſtes church J kynde they gaue it all. 


The Bilhop Sixtus toke poſſeſſion, 

Uertuouſly aflignedit to Laurence, 

Therof to make diſtribucion 

Co pooze folke in theit indigence: 

—— — by cruell — pram ref 
us agaynthe toke a ſtryke: 

Cauſedholy Laurfce by bꝛẽning loſe his lil 


This ſame Decius curſed and cruell. 
Cauſed ſlaughterof theſe Philips twapn: 


ll, 
BY 
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Byfleight #falſhedhs dyd hys buſy patne, 
To the emppꝛe bp foꝛce fo2 to attapne: 
The ſeuenth tyzaunt.byperſecucion 

which agayn chziſten folk toke firſt occaſion. 


Myne auctour voziteth time of this Decius; 
The holy Hermpte example of perkpte nelle. 
By dapes old called Inton pus, | 
Liued in deſerte ferre out in wildernes: 

As an Yermyte diſpyſing al ryches. 

Lyued by frute and totes as men tell. 
And ok pertection dzanke water of the well. 


Upon Decius fo2 his curſednes 

ain ch:iſten which gaue ſo hard ſentence, 
Chꝛugh Rome @ Jtayle myne auctoꝛ bereth 
Fneueryeyte was grete peſtilfce: (witneLe, 
That by the ſodaine deadly violence 

Che hertesof men dependinge in a traunce, 
Co ſaue their liues coude no cheuſaunce. 


Ok this mater wꝛite nomozc IJcan, 

Co this emperour J voyll teſoꝛte agayne, 
Speke of Gallus andUolucian, | 
That buſy were their laboure was in vaine, 
Their time ſhozt as ſome bokesſaine, 
Foz Martyn waiteth an olde cronyculere, 
In themppꝛe they reigned but two pere. 


But bothe were ſlayne by the pzocuring, 
And bythe purchace of one Emelyan, 
Aromayne knight whiche byllye wozkinge; 
To occupye themppꝛe tho began: 
Byty2annye the L oꝛdſhyp there h> wan. 
Whoſe loꝛdſhip foꝛ hap and lacke of grace, 
No lenger laſt then two monthes ſpace. 


Chis lytell chapter as tokoze is ſene, 
Re herce d hath and tolde in woꝛdes playne, 
Ok emperours almoſt full fourtene, 
And ok all were good none but twapne: 
whiche to reherce Jhaue do mppaine, 
And to pꝛocede further as J began, 
I muſt wayte of one Galeryan. 


Is ſonne and he called Galie ne 

Co all ch:iſten bare great enmyte. 

Slewal tho their legend men mai ſene, 
Chat ſerued Cbꝛiſt in trouth and equptie: 
whoſe perſecuſion and hatekulcruelte 
Abated was, as J can well reherce, 
Byone Sapoꝛ that was kyng of Perce. 


Bykozce of armes Sapoz this mighty king 
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Gan in Aſia and with his hoſt came doun, 
Bytygre,Cufrates, a knightly ſo rydyng 
Towarde the partyes of Septemtrron,. 
To Caucaſus not ferre fro Babylon 
Andall Surry? he p2oudlye dyd allayle, 


Ind Capadoce he wan eke by bataple. 


Whom fo: to mete came Uale rian, 
To Meſopota pme with many legions: 


The werre was ſtrog,but this kuightly man 


This hardy Sapoz with his champions 
The felde hath wonne with all the legions 
Afoze reherced, and thzough Perce he lad 
Ualerian boũde with cha ynes roũd and lad. 


De was by Hapoꝛ maugre hys vyſage, 
This Ualeriã ſo ftraytly bzought to wake, 
Lyke apuſonerbounde toſeruage. | 
Byobeyſaunce that founde were no lacke, 
To knelt on foure and pꝛokre his backe, 
Unto Sapoꝛ whan h pm liſt to ride, 
Therby to mounte koꝛ al his great pzyde . 


This was the offyce of Ualerian 
Byſeruitude duryng many a pere, 
Wherfoze he was called of many a man; 
The aſſendyng ſtocke in to the ſadyll nere: 
Mhiche is in frenche called a mountuere, 
This was his office to bowe doun his cozfe, 
Mhan p king Sapoz ſhulde light on bone. 


This is the guerdon ⁊ fauour of foꝛtune, 
Het olde mancr to pꝛinces and to byriges, 
Het double cuſtome vled in commune, 

By ſodayne chaunge of all woꝛldly thynges: 
After triumphes and their vpriſinges, 
What fol oweth after Here well tell J can, 
F take reco2de of Ualerpan. 


Chys Lady foztune the blynde fell goddeg 
To Ualerian ſhewed her ſelfe vnſtable, 
Taught him a leſſon ok the dogblenes, 
To kyng Sapoꝛ ſhe was fauourable, 

But pet he was to cruell and vengeable. 
Wpthhis fete deuoyde ok all faucure, 
Tofoyle the backe of an emperour, 


Ok olde it hathe be ſonge and cried loude, 
Recoꝛde on Cpꝛus, and many other mo, 


Ringes of Perce of cuſtome haue be pzoude, 


Ifterpunyſhed and chaſtiſed eke alſo, 
Pꝛinces of mercy ſhulde take hede therto, 
After victozy in their eſtate notable, 
To their pꝛiſoners koꝛ tobe merciable, 

| Ja.iilt, Wine 
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Theeyght 


Myne auto: Bochasinthts mater tel can, 
Rebuke tyꝛauntes that were by dayes old, 
Turnethhis file ſpeketh to Walerian, 
here be thy rubies a ſaphixes ſet in golde: 
The tyche pecries and rynges manifolde? 
That þ were wont to weate vpon thy hods? 
Nowas a wꝛetch art voud in fozapnbondes. 


where thou were wontc of furyous crucltte, 
Clad in purple within Kome toune, 

Co Chuft contrary in thyne imperpall ſe, 
Gaue dome on mar tyꝛs toſuffre paſſion: 
Nowe lyeſt thou bound fettred in p2eſon, 
Tokyng Sapoz conſtrapned to enclpne, 
whan he lyſt ryde bothe necke and chine. 


Thus art thou fall in thine imperial ſtage. 
Thinke on foztune ⁊ haue het in memozy, 
She hath the caſt in thzaldom and leruage: 
Ind eclypſed all thine olde glozy. 

where thou late whilom in the conſifiazye 
As an emperour and a mighty iudge, 

Lyeſt bound in chayns # knoweſt norefuge, 


It is fail ferre out of thy mynde 

The knightly dede of woꝛthy e ublyus. 
Ot Rome a captayne oꝛdapned as J tinde, 
ofyght agayne Ariſtomachus, 

Kyng of Alpe ot foztune it feikthus: 
han the romayns dyd the kelde fozlake, 
This Publius amonge his fone was take, 


This noble punce ſtanding in dꝛedekul cace, 
Vis lyfe # wozthyp dependpng atwentwayn, 
In his hande holding a ſturdy mace, 
Smyt out one of his eyen twayne. 
Ot himthat led him, that other koꝛ the payne 
Chat he kelte and the great ſmerte, 

Toke a dagger Xroue Pubvlyus tothe herte. 


which loued moꝛe his woꝛſhip thã his lyfe, 
Chaſe rather to dye than live in{eruage, 
Thts conceite he had in his imaginatife, 
And conſidꝛedlythe he was in age, 

To ſaue his honoure it was moze Aauautage, 
So to be Layne his woꝛzſhyp to conlerue, 
Than leke a deaſt inpuſon foz to ſtt tue. 


Foꝛtune his chaptre of him it was not rad, 
As UGalerius maketh mencion, 

Aiter whole conceyte no man in vertue ſad 
Shulde not lounge languyſhe in puſon:; 
Eut rather chote lpłke his opinion 

Ot marziy fozce and knightip excellence, 


Che dethe endure ot longe abſtynencs; 


As wohylom dyd the pꝛinceſſe Agreipine, 
whan ſhe in pꝛiſon lay fettred andb ound 
Ok her kre choyce ſhe felt great pyne, 

Ok hungre and thurſt in ſtoꝛy it is found: 
That ſhe lay pale grofe vpon the grounde. 
Maugre Tiber and let het goſt lo wende. 
Out of her bodye this was her fatall ende. 


Chou ſtode ferre of all ſuche fantaſy, 
Af peke of the(O thou Ualerian) 

hy cruell herte of falſe malencolpe, 
Made whylom dye manya chziſten man 
And matty2 ,lyth Chꝛiſtes faythe began: 
Mhich koꝛ mankynde dyed vpon the Rode 
There foz tacqupte hym lyſte ſhed hys blode. 


Agayne his lawe thou were tmpacient, 

And impoꝛtune by perſecucion, 

Thou dydeſt fauour «ſuffre in thine entent; 
That Egipciens dpd their oblacion, 


Their ſacrytices and ryte vp ſo doun. 


Unto pdols of frowarde wplifulneſſe, 
That was of Egipt called chefe goddeſſe. 


Fauourable thou were inthpdeſire, 
Toſuffre Jewes their ſabote to obſerue: 
And Caldeis to wozſhyp the kyꝛe, 

And folke of Crete Saturne to ſerue, 
And criſten men thou madeſt falſly terue 
Df whole lawe fo2 thou dyd not retche, | 
Thou died in pzeſd at miſchefe like a wzetch, 


The. ii. Chapter. 
C Howe Gallyen ſonne of Ualert- 
_ an wasſlayne. 


Ext in oꝛdꝛe to Bochas tho ce doun; 

Sonne of Ualerian one called Gallien 

But foz great hozrible effuſion 
Ofchuſtenbloud that men might ſcene, 
Shed by Ualerian, God wold it ſhulde bene 
Shewed openly to romains by vengaunce, 
Ok manye a countre ſodaine diſobeyſaunce, 


They of Almapne the Alpes d 
Unto Rauennea cite of kad, 8 
Sothes alſo pꝛoude of chere and face; | 
Pad agayne grekes many a great batayle: 
And they of Hfigry armed in plate r mayle, 
wyth them of Denmarke furious and cruell. 
Igayne romayns werte of aſſent tebell. 


Bool 


Co. whoſe do mage in this meane whyle, 
Amonge romayns.it is befall thus: 
wofull wetres whiche called bene ciuile, 
Gan in the cyte cruell and diſpiteous. 
Firſt whan they met was flayne Gempus 
which firſt toke on him in bokes as J rede 
Of hype cozage to we arepurple wede. 


One Poſthumus a mighty frong romayne, 
Kept all Gaule vnder lubiection | 
Co their auayle.after vnwarlphaine, 
Among his knightes fo2 al his hye tenoun, 
By a ſodapne vncouthe diſcencion: | 
Next Uictozyne hauing the gouernaunce, 
Ok al Saule was firſtſtayne in Fraunce. 


But Sallien of whom J ſpake tokozne, 
Sonne and hepꝛe to Ualerian, 

Dis Domination ok purpoſe he hath lozne 
In Re publica whan he began, 

Lyke acontrarious anda frowarde man, 
wert lecherous and obſtinate of liuinge, 
At miſchefe ſlayne this was hys endynge. 


Che. iii. Chapiter. 
C Howe Quintilius was mur⸗ 
dzed by women. 


Ext Gallien came one Quintilius, 

A man remembꝛed ok great attẽperaũce 

Bꝛother of byꝛth to great Slaudius, 
wiſe and diſcrete in al hys gouernaunce. 
who may of foztune elchue the chaunce? 
To wꝛyte his ende ſhoꝛtlye in a clauſe | 
Of women murdꝛed J can notlaythe cauſe, 


; The.ti(t.Chapiter. 
Of YFurielan in Denmarke bozne, 


XI wozthy kmight his enemies to aſſaile: 
Again Gothes a great warre he began, 
Gate victoꝛy in many ftronge bataple. 
whole noble conqueſt greatly dyd auayle 
To comon pzofyt.fo2 alhis woꝛde parde, 
was to the encreace of Rome the cyte. 


O! Denmarke boznnext came Furelian, 


De recured all the Septemtrion, 

And weſtwarde had many a great bictoꝛzp: 
Amonge other Ikpnde that he was one. 
Aſkedthe triumphe to be put in memoꝛpe. 
But there was a thing eclipſed his glozye, - 


which did p light of his knighthodwithd2avo, 
Fo: he was enemy to Chziſt and to hyslawe, 
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Of him Bothas lyſt no moꝛe to wiyts,* 
Butinhisbokegofo:the as he began. 
Df one remẽ bung that called was Cacyte 
whych was ſucteſlout to Jurelian, | 
Ind after him ſucteded Folonan MINES 
Ok which twayne no rememb1afice Afpnde 


Thatis notabletoputin mynde, 


The. v. Chapte r. | 
Howe Pꝛobus diſcomfited romayns 
and after was ſlapns. 


Pꝛobus after raygned fullſeuen vere - a 
And kour monthes, which byhis hye reuoun. 
Gain went Haturninus waknightli chere, 


| B2ought him pꝛoudly to ſubieetion, 


Not Withſtandyng that he in Rome toun 
Toke vpon hym of wylkull tyzanny, 
Holy the mppꝛe fo2 to rule and gpe. 


Bel de the cyte called Agrypyne. | 
This ſayd pzobus gayne many romayne; 
I batayle had.lyſt not to declyne: | 
Met Poꝛtulus a mightyſtronge captapne 
CUyth one Bonoſus a both they were flame. 
And all their meyny of veryfozce and might. 
Slayn inp kelde the remnaũt put to il yghte. 


After this batayle and this diſcomfyture, 
Pꝛobus was lodged i Smpꝛzmie a gret cyte, 
Aud there vnwatelpok ſodapne auenture, 
Slayne in a tour that called was Ferre, 
But aſmallſeaſon laſt his pzoſperite. 
DStche is foztunelet no man in her truſt; 

All wozldly thynges chaungyng as ſhe luſt, 


The. vi. Chapter. 
¶ Howe Carus and his twoſonnes 
| were miſcheued. 


foze Bochas Carus nertcamedoun; 
with his twoſonnes Numeria + Carine 
And as Ffindhe was boꝛne in Karbon: 
But whan that he moſt clerely dyd ſhpne, 
Bphis knighthode, plainly to termine, 
In his emppꝛe he gate cyties twayne, (ne 
Chole Theſbphont in Parthia w gret pay: 


Beſyde Tygre a famous ſwoyfkte rpuere 
De pight his tentes, caſt him there abide: 
A ſodaàyne lightning his kace came fo nere, 
Smyt all to poudez koz all his great pꝛyde, 
And Numertan that ſtode by hys ſpde, 
= amarke that was ſeut ico heuyn, 

oſt bothe his eyen,with the fity leupn. 

Ja.tiii, Dis 
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che exaht 


ts other ſonne Catinus a good knight. 
In Dalmacia had all the gouernaunce; - 
And koꝛ that he gouerned not a righte, 

He was caſt downe à loſt all his puiſſaunce, 
Micious lyfe cometh alway to miſchaunce. 
Sepcius choſe Dalmacia foz to gye, 
Amonge his knightes murdzed of enuy, 


Che vii. Chapter. 
¶ How the hardy Nuene 3zenobia fought 
with Jurelian and was take 


Ine auctoꝛ here no lẽget lyſt ſoiourne, 
Ok theſe ẽpe tours falles fozto wꝛite, 
But in al haſte he doth his ſtile tourne, 
Cozenobyahirſtozyto endyte: 
But fo2 Chaucer dyd him ſo well acquite 
n his tragedyeSherpyteous kal to entreat. 
4 wyllpaſſe over rzhertyng but the great. 


In his bokes of Caunterbury tales 

This ſouerapne poete of Bzutes Albpon. 
Chꝛugh pilgtimes tolde by hilles and vales, 
where, ot ze nobpa is made mencion, 

Ok her nobleſſe and her hye renoun, 

In à tragedye compendyouſlye tolde al, 
Her marcial pꝛowelle, and her pyte ous fall. 


Mine auctour firſt affyzmeth howe that ſhe, 
Diſcended was to tell of herlynage, 
Bo2ne of the ſtocke of woꝛthye Tholome, 
Kyng of Egypt full notable in that age: 
Andthis zenobpa cxperte in alllangage, 
wyſe of counſayle and of great pzudence, 
Baſed all other in fame of eloquence. 


Amonge ſhe was armed in plate # mayle, 

Of palmpꝛentes wedded to the kyug, 

Called Ovenatus pꝛudent in batapie 

She was alſo by reco2de of wzityng. | 

you and ronge her lozdſhip dekendinge, 
augre al tho with her cheualry, 

Igaynſtallthem that wzongly toke party. 


By Odenatus ſhe hadſonnes twayne 
Heremanus called was that one, 

And Tymolaus of beautye ſouerayne, 
Akter wyoſe byꝛthe their fathergan anone 
Co occupy the pzoupnces euerpchone 

Of perce # Mede, by pꝛoces made thẽ ſlene. 
Of zenobpa the hardy wyle Muene 


whyle Odcnatus wert glozious 
Juhu conqueſt thzughout Perce & ede, 


Slayne he was by one Mionius, 
Mhiche to the kyng was coſyn as Fred:: 
But foz bycauſe of this hoꝛrible dede, 
And fozthe murdꝛe of king Odenate, 

De dyedat miſchefe,and paſſedintofate. 


By pꝛoceſſe after ʒenobpa thequene, 

Toke her two ſõnes # pꝛoudly dyd thẽ lede. 

Cokoꝛe het chare, the men might them ſene. 

—= they were bozne as pꝛinces to ſuctede: 
ade them like kinges clad in purple weve, 

Them to dekende this mightye creature, 

Hardy as Lyon toke on het armure. 


Foz al her Loꝛdes and knights ſhe had ſent 
Maugre the romains pꝛoudlygan herſpede 
All the parties of the Pente 

Co occupye.and her hoſte ſolede: 

Df the mperout lhe ſtode nothyng in dꝛede 
Called Aurelian met him in batayle, 

With her meynypꝛoudly did allaple. 


On outher ſyde ß day great bloud was ſhed; 
The ſtroke of foztune withſtãt no creature. 
The quene zenobia was taken « fozthe led, 
Fought firſt aslonge as ſhe might endure, 
With rich ſtonesfret was hirarmure, 

W whomthemperour ſo entrig Rome toun 
Ol triumphe required the guerdon. 


He dempt it was couenable and ſittinge. 
This Emperout this pꝛoud Aurelian, 
Toaſke the triumph it was ſo great a thing. 
Co take 3enobia that ſuch a werre began. 
Gapne romapns, this marcial woman 
Foz I ſuppoſe ot no woman boꝛne, 

Was neuer quene ſo hardp ſene afozne. 


This hardy princeſſe fo al hir crueltye, 
whole renome thzugh the wozid was know; 
With ſtockes ot golde was bzought to p citi, 


From hype eſtate in 3 plunged lowe. 


A wynde contraryfoztune hath ſoblow, 
That lhe.alas ,hathpitoufly made fal. 
Her in that pꝛowelle paTed wemen al. 


The triumphe peuen to Jurelian, 

Fo2 the conqueſt he had vpon this quene, 
Calledzenobya,came Dyocliſian, 

Boꝛne in Dalmacia his ſtozy wholyft ſene: 
Out ok his countre firthe dyd fene. 
Ok garlpke & lekes asſaythe the cronyclere; 
Bycaule that he was but agardinere 


Otter 


. — 


Boke. 


1 88 1 moe. of — linage; 
8 ozxſoke the region, 
Left 82 of deluyng and coztlage, 
Gaue him to armes and by election, 


Choſe tobe empero2#regne in Rome toun: Agapn 


Firft into Saule he [ent a great power, 
Ind Maximian he made his vicar. 


His vicar there had many a great batayle, 
Upon ſuche people that by rebellion, 

Gan frowardly and contrary to aſlaile. 
Toobey his loꝛdſhip within that region. 
Tyll Carauſiusby commiſſion | 
And an hardy knight vndꝛe Maxympan. 
Them to chaſtiſe tobe on himiyke a man. 


But by pꝛoceſſe the oy doth deuiſe 
His loꝛdſhyp there _ great domage, 
Tocommonp2oft, ſo he by couetyle 
The countre robbed by full greats outrage: 
And to him ſelke he toke all the pyllage, 
And of pꝛeſumpcion ware the colour 
Ok ryche purple like an emperoure. 


This Caraſius of Bzetaynstwayne 
Pꝛoudip vſurped to be their gouernour, = 
LL pke a tebell agayne Rome dyd his payne; 
And buſyed him by inarcialllaboure, 
with many a ſtraunge foꝛayne ſoudyourez 
| Yauynge no title nozcommyſſion, 
Contynued longe in hys rebellyon. 


Wherof aftonied was Diocliſian; 

Seyng this miſchete dzedful and perillous: 
Ozdapnevdin haſtethat Waximian, 
Was (urnamed and calledYerculius, 
Made hym emperourcalledAguſtus, 
Whiche had a foze no moze gouernaunce, 
But Gaule whiche now is called Fraunce. 


Allo moꝛe ouer this Diocliſtan 
Made in thys whyle goutrnourstwayne, 
Conſtancius and one Maximian. 
Surnamed Galerius Coſtanciusicertayn: 
In this whyle to wedde he dyd his payne, 
Doughter ot Maximian called Yerculius, 
Hamed the odoꝛa myn auctoꝛ walteth thus, 


By Cheodoꝛa this Conſtancius 

Had ſixe childzen in trewe mariage, | 
Bꝛoderto Ctatpne þ ctonicle telleth thus, 
Mhiche afterwarde whenhe came to age, 
Foz his manhode and marciall cozage, 


mas choſeaud made Lozd and gouernour, From occupacion his reft foz to take, 


Set aſpde all fozayne incidentes: 
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Of all the woꝛlde ,andcrowned emperoure. 


Carauſius which had kul ſeuen pere 

Lrke as Itolde tebelled in Bzetayne, 

ſt the romayns , a great extozcionere: 
Aknighte Allectus that did at hym diſdayne 
Murdꝛed him, and after did his payne, 

By koꝛtce only andextozttyzanny, 

Fully thꝛe peres his place to occuppe. 


Cyll Aſciepio was ſent from Rome doun, 
Slewe Alleetus maugre all his myght: 
B20ught all Bzetayne to ſubiection. 
Df the romayns.lyke as it was ryght. 
And in this while lie a manly knight, 
Foz Italiens gan romayns diſobe p, 
Conftanciusganpzoudly them werrep 


He firſt wyth the m had a ſtronge bataple;} * 
His meyny llayne and put to the flighte: 


Cruſtyng on foztunthe gan thẽ erte afſayle; 


And ſixty thouſand were llayne in the fight, 
The felde was his thzugh foxtunes might, 
As ſhe that coude dil ymule fo: awhyle, - 
And falſly him begrle. 


I wyll paſte ouer as bzefelyas Jean; 


Rel oꝛte agayne toDiocliſtan; :'.* tes 
Which at Aliſaũdʒe pzoudly pytched his ten- 
The captaine ſlewe,gaue commaundemits 
To his kntghtes to do their auauntage, 
Withthe cite by robbynge and pyllage, 


Gan agayne chziften great perſecucion; 
Uſed this tyzanny in the Ozient, | 
By his bydding Maximian came doun. 


Cowarde the parties ofthe Pccident; 


Bothe theſe tyzauntes w2ought by aſſent; 
Under whoſe woꝛde many mattyꝛ deyes, 
Slayn in Octodoꝛũ the legion of Thebeies 


At Uerolampe a famous olde cyte | 
Saynt Ylbonſſaine,hislcgend doth ſo tell: 
And in Rome by furious crueitye, 

The popeſlayne that called was Marcel, 
Bytheir ſtatutes audbytheirdomesfell 


Churches were bꝛent, in townes and cyties; 


Loft their kraunchile and al the ir liberties, 


Frowarde euemy he was to Chiiſtes lawe, 
Made mana marty;to dye fo: his ſake: - 
ext feble and olde, and gan him withdzaw; 


Fol. b. 


 Theeyghe 


is attomey Marymyan he dothe make, 
u his laſt age ere orden 
Stode in great dꝛede of Conſtantius. 


Che dꝛede ol him ſate ſo nye his hearte, 


And ther vpon toke ſuche a fantaſy, 
Imagining he might not ſtart, 

By fraud of hem but that he ſhuld dye, 
Ilmoſte foz fere fyll in afrenſye: 

Ok which dꝛede the boke maketh mencton 
He ſlewe him ſelfe by dzinkyng of poiſon. 


As Jtolde erft in the Occident, 
Marimiancalled Hercultus, 

Reygned as Emperour,xeuer in hys entent 
Topurſue marty2s he was ape labozus: 


Ok whoſe byꝛth Bochas fofid no aucroures. 


This to ſaye he coude neuet rede, 
There he was bozne noz of what kynrede.. 


he findethno moꝛe of this Maximian 


Ok his vſurppnge in eſſpectall, 


But that he was by Diocliſtan 

Set in dignite called impertall: 

Famou in armes pꝛudent and marcial. 
Daunted al tho that did againe him ſtriue, 
Slewe Gencyans called in nomber fiue 


Rode in Ackrike lyke aconquerour, 
B:oughte to ſubie ctions the ſturdy nations, 
Foꝛtune that time did him ſuch kauoure: 
Gate Sarmatoiſe with other regions, 
with other cittes and many riche towns, 
Byhis conqueſt of new that he hath won, 
Thzough þ woꝛld his name ſhone like Þ lon. 


Be was cheryſhed in armes from hys youth, 

And did greate empꝛiſes foꝛ Nome the cytie: 

wet Dtotliſian as it is well couthe, 
ounſayled him reſigne his dignitie, 

But he was lothe to fozſake hys ſee. 

Syth he was Loꝛd and gouerned al, 

Foz to renounce his ſtate imperiall, 


But by aſent of Diocliſtan. 
As he him ſelfe had let the gouernaunce, 
Euen ſothys Maxpmpan, 


Diſcharged hem ſelf of his royal pu(Caunce. 


But afterwarde he kyll in repentaunce, 
And buſy was as dyuets bokes ſapne. 
Che uate of Emperour to recure agayne. 


Which fo to acheue he dyd his diligence, 


He was diſtourbed by Galerius: 


Foz his ſonne that called was Maxence 
Put in poſleſſion, myn auctour wꝛiteth thus; 
To which thing he gan were enupous, 
And gan oꝛdeyne meanes in hys thouc ht, 
To trouble him but it auailed nought. 


wo han his parpoſe myght take none ar ayle: 
Againe Maxence as Bochas doth diſcryue, 
His daughter Fauſta that knewhis coũſ ail. 
Diſcuted his purpoſe,fo2 which he ted bliut 
Into Saule, and duriſl no lenget ſtriue: 

And by Conſtanttus in Marcile the cite, 
Slapne ſodenlpe, loſt al his dignite. 


The. viii. C hapt er. 
Howe Galertus oppꝛeſſed martyꝛs and Chꝛt⸗ 
ſtes fayth. and myſcheuouſly ended. 


Ext tofoꝛe Bochas came Salerius. 

A man diſpoſed to ryot and outrage; 

Euel teached.frowarde, and vicious, 
There is no ſto2ythatſpcketh of hys lynage: 
Pet was he ſet ful hye vpon the ſtage, 
Ok wozldlydignyte.role vp to hye eftate, 
Pet in his ginning he was not foztunate; 


De was ſent out by Diocliſian: 

And made emperourbphys auctozite: 
Agapne Narſeus the pzoud knightly man, 
Reignyng in Perce and Loꝛd of that coũtre, 
Whiche helde werre with Rome the cyte. 
Fo: which Galeriugtoke on him this empꝛiſe 


 wyth myghtye hande hys pzpde to chal pre. 


Galerius entred into Berce lande. 

Ringe Narſeus met him ot᷑ auenture, 
Dad a ftrong batayle.fought hand fozhande, 
His foꝛtune ſuch he might not endure. 

On Saletius fyll the diſcomfyture, 
Cladinpurple as made is mencyon, 

Of Diocliſian recepued hys guerdon, 


At their meting anone oz they were ware; 
Diocliſian made him to abide, 


Co his cont᷑uſ pon, ſytting in his chare 


To walke on fote by the chares ſyde. : 
Wpth manpa rebuke abated was his perde: 
Salerius foz the great ſhame, 


Gan lebe a meane agapne to get hys name. 


Came foꝛ to aſſemble hysoldſoudiours, 
Made fot his oꝛdinaũce by diligent wozkig? 
Chaſe out the beſt pzoued warryours, 
With a great hoſte to perce he came ryding: 
And 


/ 


Andokte there konght with the king; 
Chat the perciens maugre al they myght, 
were of Galertus that das put to flight, 


be felde was his . he gate greateriches, 
Robbed their tentes, and wan there pillage, 
In this reſoꝛt recetued in ſothnes. 4 
In great nobles becauſe of that voyage: 
Thus can foztune chaunge her vyſage, 
Ot Diocliſian where he ſtode in dildaine, 
wyth newe tryumphe reſoztedis agapne . 


This cloudy quene ſtadeth neuer in certain, 
whoſe double whele quauereth euerin dout: 
Ok whyſe kauout no man hath be certaypne, 
Though one haue grace another is put out, 
Let euerpe man as it cometh about, 

Cake his tourne, and neuer in her allute 
Faplynge in armes is but auenture. 


Thus Galcrius after hys batayle 
On Perciens gan wexe glozyous; _ 
Souerned Ackrike and loꝛdchyp ol Itaple, 
@Thioughout the Ozient he was vt 
Cyll he fo: age gan vere tedious, 
His laſt dayes maligned as menſaith, 
Ok kalle hatred agayne chꝛiſten fayth. 


And him to healpe in theſe falſe maters, 

It is remembꝛed to his confuſion 

In his emppꝛe he ſet two vicars, | 

Gaue them power in eueryregion, | 
Thelawe of Chit to oppꝛes and nr downe, 


Copunpſhe marters,andput them to deathe. 
And in this whyle fulmanye one he lleeth. 
By this ſayd cruell Galerius, | 

which of thempyze had al thegonernaunce, 
Of curſed hart and coꝛage diſpiteous, 
Byhts vſurped (mperypal puiſſaunce, 

Gaut auctozite foꝛ to do vengaunce, 
Untotwaine Seuerus and Maxence, 

On al criſten by moztal vyolence. | 


J certayne ſpace bothe of one actoꝛde 

To the ſtate of emperour choſe was Martce, 

Tyl Scucrus and he fell at dyſcoꝛde, 
Indaftterby vengable peſtylence, 

. within a city of noble pꝛeeminence. 

Called Rauenne, Seuerus ther was flapne. 

Ok whiche Galerius was nothynge faine. 
Fo: whyche in haſte thys Galering 

Him to l uppozt, and ſtand in hys defence, 


Bocke. 


Fol. bi. 


Chaſe out ok Denmarke a knight Littinius 
To be emperourthtough knightly cxcellece. 
Foꝛ to withſtand and fight agayn Marefice. 
But Maxente of romapne knightes all, 


was choſen emperour and ſet vpin his tall. 


Eith which el*ction Galerius wert wode, 
Fil in a maner of froward frenſy: 


His entraile bent cozrupt was his bloude, - 


And ok his froward vengable malady, 


In tuety membye gan rotte and putrifye, 


Cyll the epꝛe aboute him enuiron, 
To al that feltit was venim andpoiſon, 


Aike a Lazar cozbed backe and chine, 


In this while on criſten moſt vengeable; 
To him auailed no maner medicyne 


But there was in Chꝛiſtes faythfulftable; © 


That ſpake vnto him Wlangage ful notabls 
In woꝛdes kewe concludinge in ſubſtaunce, 
The gret Jupiter, hath take on Þ vẽgaunce. 


And euermoze fo: ſhoꝛte concluſion, 

with a bolde ſpyꝛite to him gan abꝛapde: 
It is nat Jupiter woꝛſhipped in thys townez 
In the capitoyle ſet, ſothlyas J ſayd, , 
But Jupiter that was bozne ofa mayde, 
which liſt not ſuffer ofthat thou doſt endure; 
That anye medecynes ſhulde therecure. 


Lyke a tpꝛaunt by vengaunce furious, 
At miſcheke dieth as bokes tell, 
Perpetually with cruell Cerberus 
Upon the whele of Irion to dwell, 

Fo: his demerites vopth tantalus in hell, 
There to receiue his finall guerdon. 


which coude on marty2s haue no compaſſion 


It was hys topkoꝛ to ſhed their bloud, 
Sent out letters to divers regions. 
Litze a ſlye wolf raupnous and wode, 
CTollee martirs bydiuers paiſyons: 


Lybe his deſert receiued his guerdoas; 


Yozrible death did them firft confounde, 
with iuries infernalllyeth in hellbounde, 


| The.ix.Chapitcr. 
C Powe Marence the emperour enemy to 
Chuſtes faithe miſcheuoullyended. 


After Salerius cruell vpolence, 
Gayne chziſten blode as Bochas hath tolde: 
with piteous chere the Empetour Maxente, 


Came tofoze Bochas of age not ful olde, 
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Theeyght 


Famous in armes,ſturdy,freſhe,and bolde, 


Albe he entred notlike anheritoure, 


Toke vpon him to reigne as gouernoure. 


Co Chꝛiſtes kayth he was alſocnemy, 

After ſorſe he loſt his gouernaunce, 

Ok info:tune llayneſodainly: 

God on tp:afites vnwarelytaketh vengaſice, 
Ot whoſe burping was made no remkbzafice 
Foz he was nat received of the ground 

But caſte in Tibze like a rotten hounde. 


{The.x.Chapiter. | 
Howe Lucinius enempto Chzi⸗ 
ſtes kapthe was (lapne. 


Next tokoze Bochas came Lucynius, 
A knighte of Denmarke boꝛne of good lyne: 
whiche had an ennemy the boke ſaith thus, 
AnhardyKnighte called Waximine, 
Choſe acaptaine w thewperouz Coftantyne, 
To the faith of Chʒiſt he bare gret enmyte, 
Slapne anone aftcr in Trace the cyte. 


Ot whole death Lucintus was glad, 
Gan agapne chziſten perſecucion, 

In his pꝛocedyng ſodainly wext mad. 
which commaunded of falſe pzeſumpcyon, 
whan he began to do execucion, 


Chat no chuſten nowhere him beſide, 


By no condicion ſhulde in his houſe _ 


This Lucinius which falſly did exre 
Againe our faith chꝛiſten men to aſſaile, 
Gaine Conſtantine of newe he gan warre: 


But of his purpoſe in ſothe he did fail, 


Foꝛ he was twiſe diſcomfited in batayle, 
By Conſtantine ones in Uungrpe, 
Next in Grece beſyde Eualpe. 


Bzethern twayne Confſtantine and Criſpus, 


Che. xi. Chapter. 
Ok Conſtantyne and Cr ſpus:and 
howe Dainalcus was ſlayne. 


Co tõſtantine of whom J ſpake tokoꝛne, 
They were ſonnes Coftantine and Criſpus: 
Che ſame twapne of one mother bone, 
Cae tofoze Bochas his boke reherceth thus. 

with them came eke Lucinius 
Sonne of Lucinius, which in Rome toun, 
Ifoze was ſlapne foz hys rebellyon, 


Conſtantine his werres to gouerne, 
Made them vicars the ſelf fame thze: 


Echone rightwiſe and coude wel diſcerne 


What mighte auaile moſte to their citye, 
To encreſe the pꝛokit of the commonte. 


Their namestolde Coſtantine and Criſpug; 


Tofoze remembzed, with them Lucinius. 


while theſe thze vicars vnder the emperour, 
Sonerned Rome as Knightes met famous, 
In Iliſaundze roſe vp a great errour. 

Bpa kalſe pꝛeeſt called Jrryus; 

To our beleue a thing contrarious: 

And koꝛ he did again ourk apth ſo wyꝛche. 
By adecre was put out of the chyꝛche. 


By aſſent at Bithinpe, full notable 

In Aicea a kamous great citpe, 

This crrour was pꝛoued ful dampnable; 
Chꝛc. C. biſhops were pꝛeſent there parde, 
And eightene the cronicle who liſt ſe, 

And all theſe of one ſentence1like, 
Pꝛeued Arrius a kalſe heretike. 


Chis ſame time bokes doth ſpecifpe, 
Bo ve Conſtantinc of haſtycrueltpe. 


Chus Cõſtantyne though his hye renoune, Che ſayd vicars nigh of alye, 


Gate nye Gcece and euerpe great countre 
Alde Lucinius ftode in rebellion 

Gapne Conũantine, both on land and ſca: 
But when be la we it wolde none otherbe. 
He might not el cape in no place. 


Put holp him lelte in Conſtantyns grate. 


But Conſtantine foꝛhis hie rebellion, 
Gaue judgement in haſt that he be de ade 
Lt aſtt in the cite were made diuiſion 
By Luctnius,wherot he ſtode in dꝛede. 
This ſame while as Bochas toke hede, 


here came beloʒe him w b ful pitesus, 


| 
|, 


Fapneda caule to ſlee them allthze, 

Ho tauſe reherſed noꝛ told of equitye: 
Daue only this, in which he gan p2ocede. 
Co make his coſyn Dalmaciùs to ſuccede. 


But his fauour was not foztunate (tence 
Towarde Dalmacius, noz gracious in len- 
Among whole knightesfell a ſodeyn debate, 
Conſtantine there being in pꝛeſente, 
Dalmacius withoute reuerence, 
with ſharp ſwoꝛdes, to ſpeke in woꝛdes fews; 


Unto the death was wounded and yhewe. 


a 
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My Han came Conſtaunce x Conſtancius 
'T 1 ,thus wziteth min autour. 
| ToConſtantine intime ok Arrius. 
And eche ol them bykul great ladeut. 


940 
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— ſaid Conſtaunce is entred erte land 


e times he fought agayne Dapoze, 
— gens cnn — . 
But finally Conù aunce hath him ſo boze 
Co holde the ke lde he might not endute, 
Foz vppon him kyll the diſcomfiture. 


Dis foztune gan chaunge anontyght 
Whan thathelefttobe vertuous, = 
was in Spain flainlikea knighte, 
acaftel trongcalled Waxencius, 


In 
June was none leftbut Conſtancius, 
The tomaine knights deſtitute euetichone 
Chaſe them anemperoure one Uetramone, . 


This Uetramone was kerrt ronne in age, 
Barratne of wit and coud no letture, 


— 


:inknighthode had no great cozage, 
= was _— to ee 


ozlike anemperour no while to endute, 
dich Colibetus of whom Jſpake now 
With this Uetramone caſt hi to debate (late 


This Uctramonehathlefthis eſtate; 
tobe che feld againe Conſtancius, 
okt the felde loued no debate, | 
But of Spathe,min auctour waiteth thus, 
As J w2ote late, howthat Magnencius, 
Garne Coſticius w ſwoꝛd ſpere and ſhielve 
Pꝛeſumed pzoudly fo; to holde a field. 


' Cogreatdomage and hindzingof the toun. 
Foxtmanyromayne thilke day was dede, 
Beſyde a cite which called was Leon. 
Lean e eee 
| encius' captain and head, 
— Conſtantius hath the felde fozſake, 


1 


Lohowe toztune can her chaunges make, | 


HPagnencinskoz very fozow and hae, © 


— 


Boote M Bochas...” 


Jol. bil. 


Bode no lenget but gate him a ſharp xn pke. 
Sdle bi him ſelfe wherein he was to blame, 
Route thzughHis herte and ſo loſt his like: 


Bis bꝛothet Decius partable of the ſtrife 


About his necke taſt a mighty code, 
And hynge him ſelk bodes ſo tecoꝛd. 


Conftanciusthaſe aktet hum, Gallus 
Bis vncles bother to gouerne Fraunte/ 
Das a 2 and outragidus, 


Sone akte e foꝛ his milgouernaunte. 
Another vicar fo: his diſobeyſaunce, 

Called Syluanus by (udgment was flayne; 
Foz which in Fraũce manp a man was fayn; 


Che. xiii. chapter. 
Howe Conſtantine baptiſed by Sil⸗ 
ueſtet was tecured of his lepꝛe. 


F this mater ſtynt J will a while 

JAnd folowing min own ſtraũg opinion. 
Fto Conſtancius turn away mp ſtyle, 
And to his father make a digreſſion, 

Cauſe Bochas maketh ſhoꝛt mencton, 
Df Cõſt antine which by retcoꝛd of clerkes; * 
Was ſo notable found in al his werkes. 


This mightyptince was boꝛne in Bietaynt⸗ 
So as the Bzute plainlydoth vs lere: 


His holy mother was called Helayn. 
e in his dayes moſt knightly and entere; ** 


Dt mercial actes he knew al the manere; * 
Choſen emperour koꝛ his hye nobles, | 


Fylintolepze cronicles doth expzeſſe; 


Dis ſoze ſo gteuous that no medicine 
Wight auayle his ſickneſſe to recure, 


De was cofiſayled to make a great pyſtyne * * 


With innocent blud of childzenþ wer pure; 
Wake him cleane of that he did endure: 

Thzugh Itayle childꝛen anon were ſought; 
And to the palais by their mothers bzoughte; 


It was greatrouthe to beholde and le; 


Ok tender mothers to here the ſobbing, 


By furious conſttaint ot their aduerſitt, 
Their clothes to rent bedewed with weping: 
The ſtraunge noiſe of their hidous crpinge, 
Allended vp in their piteous clamour, | 
Came to the cares of theemperous, 


Ot which nidife themperour was agryſed, - 
Whan he knewe grounde and occaſion 
Ok this mater.afoze tolde and deuyſed, 
This nobke pꝛinee gan haue — pM 5 

| Bb.i. And 


And koꝛ to ſtynt the lamentation 
Ok all the women there beyng in pꝛeſence 
Ok mercitull pity hath graũted his ſentẽte. 


Chis gloztous, this acious emperour, 


- Spared nouther vitayle no2 his treaſour, 
Not his langour that did him ſo appayze, 
with full glad chere made them to repay2e, 
where they came ſozy to Rome the cyte, 
They haue tetourned glad to their countrie 


Royallcompaſſion did in his herte mine, 
Chaſe to be ſicke rather then bloud to ſhede: 
His bzeſt enlumined by grace that is deuine, 
Which fro the heauen did bpon him ſpꝛe de. 
De wold not ſure (nnocentes to blede. 
P2eſeruing pity and mercy moze than right, 
He was viſited vpon the next night, 


Peter and Paule to him did 15 

Sent from the Loꝛd as heuenly meſſagers, 
Bad Conſtantine be of good chere, 

Fozhe that ſitteth aboue the nine ſperes, 
The Lozd of Loꝛds the lozd of lengeſt yeres 
Myll that thou haue it wel in minde, | 
In mount SaraptyÞ ſhaltthyleche fynde, 


®od of his grace liſt the to vilite. | 
Tolyedbloud , becauſe that thou doſt ſpare, 
Bec hath vs ſent thy labour foz to quite, 

@1dinges bzought ofhelth and thy welfare, 
Pope Silueſterothe ſhaldeclare, 
Lo we haue told, de ryghtwel aſſured, 
Df thylicunes how thou ſhalt be recured. 


To mount Sarapty in al haſt that thou ſẽd, 
Suffre Silueſtre to come to thy pꝛeſenee: 
Sought and found bꝛeuely to make an end. 
Receiued after * we — 

id his de uoyze ot en i , 
| — the life of Silueſter hathe deuyſed, 
By grace made hole whan he was baptyſed, 


his fleſh. his ſynewes made ſodenly white, 
By thzile waſhynge in that py fipne, 

Ot holy baptym, welle of molt delyte, 
where the holy gol did him enlumine, 
Enfoyrminga erby teching of doctryne 
Ok Silueſtre like as myne auctourſaithe, 


Ok all artycles that longe vnto ourkapthe. 


Che kont was made ol ponphyrte ſtone; 
ee ee by coſt of Conſtantine 


MWydof the font right vp-agalvne.. }... 
* Upon a pil —_— alampe bu Sg 


- Fulloffyne bawme that bꝛent a 
Is clombe of mercylo hye vpon the ſtayze, - : me that bꝛent all the nighte, 


Alumbe or golde he did alfb proud. 
- Set vpon duxonte pony matoyllere: | 


TheeyghtBooke 


with a round byet hat did aboute gone; | 
Ok goldeandperre x tones that were fyne, 


which lite a © e vponeneryſtde; 
Shad ont water as anyrriſtal tiere: 
Dn whole right ſide an ymage moſte entete 
was tichly fozgedof our ſauyour, r. 
All ot pute gold that coſt great treaſout. 


And on this lambe on the other ſide 
An ymage ſet lounge to endure. 4115 
Df Baptiſt John with letters fo2 to abide; 
Graue curioufſy and this was the [criptures 
Ecce agnus dei that did foz man endure -- 
On goodfriday offred vp his blode, + - 
To laue mankynde died vpon the rode; 


He let alſo make agreatcenſere 4 
_ — — _—_ fine: 

ich by nighe as s in his ſpere. 
Thꝛugh 2 per freſhlydid ſhine; 
There fourtyſtones Jacinctine, - ' 
Appollos tẽple, min auctozwuteth the lame; 


was hallowed newe in laynt Peters name. 


The romayn tẽples that wer builded of olde* 
He hath koꝛdone withal their maumetr * 
Their kalſe goddes of ſyluer and of gold; 

e hath to bꝛoke in eche partye. | 

his goodly pztnce of goſtly policy; 
Det neweſtatutes ofgreatvertue, 
Co be oblerued inthe name of Chzilt Jeſu; 


The firſt lawe as J reherſe can 

In o2d2eſet with fulgreat reyerence; 
That Chziſt Jeſu was ſothfaft god and mi 
Low of Lobes land of moſt excellence, 
which hath this daye of his benigolence, 
Cured my le pꝛe as ye haue herde deuiſed, 


BybleſſedS(lneftre whan J was baptyſed; 


dy my byddng to diſdayne; 
Leaſthe ſuffre death oz els greuous paine, 


Folowing the day calledtheſecound; 
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Oz els where aboute in the countre, 
What euer he were of hye oꝛ lowe degre; 
That blaſphemed the name of Jeſu, | 
By dome ſhuldhaue of dethe a plain (Tue, 


The thynd day in euery mannes light 

BY a decre,confy2med and made ſtronge 
85 euery chꝛiſten. who that did vnright, 

v oppreſſion ta collaterall wzonge, 

It ſhuld nat be taryedouerlonge: | 
Who were conuicte o2 gilty ſhal not cheſe, 
Bylawe oꝛdaine d halte his good to leſe. 


The fourthe day amonge romayns af, 
This pꝛiueledge pꝛonounced in the toun: 
Penotothe pope ſytting in peters (tall, 
sſouerapne head in euery region 

Co haue the rule and turifdiccion, 

Ot pꝛeeſtes all alone inalthyng, 

Of tempozal Londes like as hath the kynge. 


Co the church he gtaunted great fraunchyſe 
The fyfth dap and ſpecially lybe rte: 

It a telon in any maner wiſe, _ 

To finde ſocoure thider did lle, 
within the bounds of daunger to gokre. 
Co be aſſured and haue therof tull refuge 
rom execucion ot any te mpszali iudge. 


No man pꝛeſume within no eyty?, 

The ſixt dap. be gaue this ſentence. 

No man ſo hardy ofhye 02 love degre 
To buylde no church but he haue licence 
Ol the Biſhop beyng in pꝛeſence: 

bis to ſay that he in his eſtate, 

By the pope afoze be appꝛobate. 


The ſeuenth daythislawhe did eke make 
Ok allpoſſeſſions which be royall, 

The tenth parte yerely ſhall be take, 

By iudges handes in party and in all. 
Which tre aſ our they deliuer (hall 

As the ſtatute doth plainly ſpecify, 
Hole andentere churches toedify, 


eight day m6kclyhe didhimquite _ 
with great reuerence and humble affection, 
Whan he didof al his clothes white, 

And came him ſelfe on pilgrfmage doune: 
Cofoze ſaint eter ofgreatdeuocion, 
Notwithſtanding his roialexcelience, 
Made his conkefſion in open audience, 


'Fothis tre! 


of Bochas. Fol. bit. 
Conftantine hath ozdayned adecre; - Digcrowne tobe and ne lyng thus he ſayde, 
who that euer in towne were kounde With weping epen and voyce lame table, 


And fo; ſobbyng as he might abꝛayde. 

O bleſſed Jeſu. O Loꝛd moſt merciable, 
Let my teates to the be acceptable, 
Recetue mypꝛaper my requeſt not refnſe, 


As man moſt ſynkull J may me not excuſe, 


A occupied the ſtate of the emperour; 

Ok thy martpꝛs J ſhed the holy bloud, 

Spared no ſapntes in my cruel erroure; 

Them to purſue moſte furious and wode?: 
Now bleſſed Jeſu moſte gracious and good, 
Peyſedandconſydzed myn immortal offfce, | 
Jam not wozthy to come in thypzefence, 


Nan koꝛ to entre in to this bolp place, g 
Upon this ground vnable fo: to dwell, 

Co open mine epen oꝛ to lyft vp my face, 
But of thy mercy ſo thou me not repell 

As man moſt ſinful J come vnto the well: 
Thy well EE mercy andpite, 

Foztobe walhen of mine (niquity; 


This example openlyhe hath ſhewed, 

Dis ffate (mpertall of mekenes laid aſide? 

is purpylgarment with teares al be dewed, 
werdozſepter ne hoꝛſe vpon to ride, 

There was none noꝛ baners ſplayde wyde, 
Of marcial triumphes was no token found, / 
But crying mercy,thewperozlayon ground. 


The peoples gladnes was medled w wepig : 
And their weping was medledwith gladnes: 
To ſe an emperour and ſo noble akyng, 
Ok his fre choyſe to ſhew ſo great mekenes, 
Thas entremedled was iopandheuines, 


Heuynes kerre paſſedold vengaunce, 


With newreioiſing of ghoſtly tepentaunce. 


This (op was lake a feaſt funeral, 

In folke of cuſtome that do their buſy cure, 
To wore. b coſe which of cuſtome (hal 
Hane al the rightes of his ſepulture: 


And in this time of lodayne auenture 


Co lite againe teſtoꝛed be his bones, 


Cauling his frendes to laugh a wepe atones 


Semblably dependyng atwene twayne, 
The people wept. and ther with reioiſing. 
Ca ſe the emperour ſo pitouſſ p complapne, 
ce mercp requiring: 
Oftioyandſo:ow agracious medlyng, 
Chat day was lene gladnes meynt W mone, 


Bil,  wyth 


* 
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That any where was in any region, 


Theeyght Sooke 
with wepyng, laughter ,xallin one pexſone, Of Chziltes kaythe the imperyal champion: 


After all this he digged vp him ſelue, 
Stones twelue where he was knelyng: 
And put them in coffins twelue, 

On the.rit.Ipoſtles deuoutly remembzynge, 
Compaſſed agroundlarge fozbuildinge, 


Beſyde his palays caſt theton to wy2che, 


Jn Chꝛiſtes name toſet vp there achirch. 


The place of olde called Lateranence, 
Buylded andedifyed in the apoſtels name: 
Conſtantinus bare al the diſpence, 
Ozwained alaw,mine autour ſaith the ſame 
Jt any poeꝛe, naked, blynde ozlame, 
Receiue wold the faith of Chꝛiſt Jeſu, 

He ſhuld bi ſtatute be take to this (flue 


In his pꝛomyſe if he were found true, 

were not fayned noꝛ no faytoure, 

He ſhuld firſt be ſpoyled and clad ne wo. 
Bythe coſtage of the emperour: | 
Twenty lhillings receyue to his ſocou - 
Of which receyte nothyng was withdzawe, 


By ſtatute kept, and holde as foz à lawe. 


It were to longe to put in memozy 

His hye pzowelle and his notable dedes: 
And to reherce euery great victo2y, 

which that he had with hoſtes that he ledes. 
And to temembꝛe al his gracious ſpedes, 
The ſurpluſage who lyſt compzehend, 

Let them ot Splueſtre rede the legend. 


Amonge other touching his bilton, 
which he had, in cronicles men may lere. 
whan he llept in his ropall dongeon, 
ow Chaift to him graciouſip did appere, 
hewed him a croſſe, æ ſayd as pe ſhal here: 
Be not aferde vpon thy kone tofall, _ 


Foz in this ſigne, thou ſhalt ouercome thẽ al. 


By which viſiõ he was made kul light, 
Thzugh gods grace and heuenly influence: 
Firſt in his banerþ ſhone ſo clere & bzyghte, 
The crolſe was betẽ chefe tokẽ of his deffce 
Slew the tyꝛaũt that called was Maxenct. 
After whoſe death thzugh his hye renoun, 


Pl all themppꝛe he toke poſſeſſion. 


In whiche e ſtate he mayntapned the ryghte, 
Upon alpooze haupng compaſſion: 
During his time hold the beſt knyght, 


Though his noble knightly —— 


To all chulten, pꝛotectoꝛ and 


Akter his name which neuer ſhal appal 
Chaunged in Grece the name of Bilance. 
Conſtantinople he did it after call: 

And on a ſtede of bꝛaſſe (as men mapſe) 
Maͤnacpng the turkes ofthe countre, 

He ſytteth armed a greatſweardin his hid; 
Them to chaſtiſe that rebel in that land. 


Reſoyſe pe folkes that bozne be in Bzetayney 
Called otherwiſe Bꝛutus Albion, 1 
That had apzince ſo notable a ſouerapne. 
B2ought foꝛt h and foſtred in your region: 
That whylom had the domynacion, 

As chefe monarche,pzince andpzeſident; 
Ouer all the wozld krom Eſt to occident. 


Tyme of his dethe that moneth ofthe yere; * 


Phebus not ſene, withdzewhys ferutt hetes 


Waseclipſed,and might not appere. 


—— ſhewed a great * — 
| ug dꝛewe towarde the cete, 
Df Nychomede, hone early and eke late, 


Where in his palayes he palled into tate. 


C Howe Julyan Apoſtata enemyto Chi 
ftesfayth by falſe illuſions was cho: 
len emperour, and after flaine, 


4 Ffterthedethe ofthis marciall man, 
J meane this wozthynoble Conftitine] 
Commeth the Ypoftata curſed Julian, 
which by diſcent to Conſtantyne was col n: 
Yys gynuyng curſed had a curſedfyne, 
Entred relygion as bokes ſpecify, 
Undꝛe a colour of falſe ppocriſp 


It hath ben ſapd ok antiquitie. 

where there is a diſſimuled holineſſe. 

It is called double iniquitte, 
Fye on all ſuch faynedperfiteneſſe, 
Foz ſimulacion couered with doublenes, 
Ind falſeſemblaunt with a ſour face. 

Df all ſectes. furtheſt ſtant out ot grace. 


A certayne ſpage as made ismencion” 

To al perfection he did him ſelf apply: 

Tyll he wext weryof his pzofelfion, | 

Fozſoke his 0zdze by apoſtaſye, - l 

And firſt he gaue him to nygtoumancy 
Double 


Double apoſtata as mine autourſayth, 
Firſ to hiso2dze,and afterto out faithe. 


By oꝛdinaunc e of Conſtancius. 

This ſayd Julyan rote of ypocriſye, 
Ok gouernaunce kroward and vicious, 
was ſent to Saule with great cheualrye, 
As vicar choſen the countre fo; to gye: 
Gate him kauour, and kalſiy gan conipite, 
Co haue poſſe lion of the hole empyze, 


And koꝛ he was not likely to attapne 
Co that eſtate he did his heart apply 
Another meaneplainlye to ozdapne. 
wicked ſpyzites to make of his alpe: 
Became apzentistolearne ſozcerie, 
Co haue experience by inuocacions, 
Co cal ſpyꝛites with his coniuracions. 


By kalſe illuſpons in the peoples ſyght. 
wicked ſpyzites had ſo great fauour, 

A crown oflaurer vpon his heed a light: 
Made folke to deme by full falſe erxrour. 
It came by mpꝛacle to choſe him emperoure. 
whiche in trouthe as in exiſtence, | 
was but tutruſion and fayned apparence, 


with them he had his conuerſacion, 
Spared not to do them ſacritice. 

with cyzemonyes and falſe oblacion, 
And to be emperour he roſe in this wyſe. 
The ſtate receiued firſte he gan deuiſe 
Agayne grekes out oł his countre ferre, 
Co make him ſtrong, W them to haue werre, 


F he fiende a whyle was to himfauourable, 
aue him entrye and poſſeion, 

And made him pꝛomiſe fo to abide ſtable, 
In his Loꝛdſhip anddominacton: 

To haue this woꝛld vnder ſubiection, 

Of which behcit he ode in perilous caas, 


Folowyng the opinion of Pictagozas. 


Pyctago2as had this opinion, 

whan men dyedanone after than, 

There was made a tranilacion 

Ot his ſppꝛite into another man: 
Amanet likenes the Bpble tell can, 

The double ſpyꝛite of grace andpzophecy; 
Co heliſius graunted by Help. 


Herton concluding like his opinion, 
As Pyctagozas aft yʒmed in lente nce, 
He that had kul poſleſſion 


of Bochas. | 


Fol. ix. 


Ok ſuch a ſpꝛite in very exiſtence, 

Shuld haue the ſame wil dom and ſcie nce, 
The diſpoſicion after him as blyue, 
Which had the ſpirite that was here altue. 


Ok goternaunce.and alſo of nature, 
Keſcmble bim ok maners and liuing: 

And thus by kraude Pluto did his cure, 

To make Julpan truſt in euery thynge. 

He had bybyꝛthe the ſpyꝛite of the kyng. 
Called Alyſ andꝛe, by whych he ſhuld wyn 
This would by conqueſt , when he lyſt begyn. 


Thus gan he fone and kall in fantaſy, 
Totruſt on Pluto and go ddes infernal, 
They chuld enhaunce him by his che ualtp, 
Fo: to poTede and retoice al 


S woꝛde ſeipter,crowne.and ſtate imperial: 


Paſſe Ylyſandze in honour and inglozy, 


| And him excel in triumphal victozie. 


He truſted Sathan bi whõ he was diſceiued 
Co Chziſtes faith became moꝛtall enemp: 
Where that euer he hathe perce yued 

Croſſe oz crucitixe he bꝛake them vengably, 
Byfalſe langage he cauſed tractourly 

Chzift Jeſu be called Galilee, 

And of diſpyte lomtime of Nazaree. 


Xgayne our kaithe this tyzant wertſo wode: 
Againe Chzilt hadſogreat hatred, 
Slew many a martpꝛ ⁊ faſly ſhed their blud; 


An pdolater, and regenate in dede: 


Held moztall war with th? of pe tee # ede, 
Comyng to Perce firſt he gan debate 
Gayne Dapoz.of whom J ſpake but late. 


Df Parthois alſo he entred thzugh the reem 
Where he fonde no maner reſiſtence, 

And as hecame by Jeruſalem, 

The Jewes anon he gaue licence 
Co buylde the temple with great diligence ; 
In diſpyte of purpoſe todo ſhame 

To Chzſtes church bilt a new in his name. 


= this while he caught a grrat coꝛage 
na Theatre made bꝛode in the toun, 
To wylde beaſtes cruell and ſauage 
Ok ſapntes bloud to make oblacion, 
They to deusure men of religion: 
And al chziſten ol purpoſe to diftrop 


His luſt was ſet, and al his wozldly iope. 


By an heraude that did his hoſtconuey, 
Bb.ui. Ok 
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Ok verypurpoſe tobzing them in a trayne, 
By ſtrãge deſerts found out a froward way, 
The heate impoꝛtable dyd him ſo conſtrapne 
Bꝛent thꝛugh the harneyſe,felt ſo great pain, 
The dye landes, the ayꝛe infecr withhete, 
Made many a man in haſt their lyte to lete. 


This froward tyꝛant knowing no remedy, 
Okt curſed heart gan Chꝛiſt Jecu blaſphe me, 
And ok malycious hatred and enup. 

Mode and furious. as it didſeine, 

Gan curſe the loꝛd that al 8 woꝛld ſhal deme, 
Chꝛiſt Jeſu, which of longe pacience 
Liſt not by vengaunce his malice recopence. 


Andmoze cruell was there neuer none, 
No2 moe vengable not Cerberus in hel, 
Mortalenemy to good men euerychone, 
Whoſe blaſphemies and rebukes fell 
Byrcherſaple if J ſhulde them tel. 

Jam akrayd the venomous violence, 
Shuld enkect the ayze wyth the peſtylence. 


He caſt out dartes moꝛe bytter then is gall, 
Ok blaſphemy and inkernal langage, 
And in this whyle among his pꝛinces all, 
A knight vnknowe angelpke ok vyſage, 
Freſhly armedtopunyſhehis outrage, 
With a ſharpſpere thꝛugh eueryvayne, 
Df thys tyzant roue the hart on twayne, 


Bathed in his bloud this tyꝛant fyll lowe, 
To God and man frowarde and odious, 
Thoughe þ time the knight was not know, 
Pet ſome men ſayne it was Warcurius. 
Ulhichby the pꝛaiet of Baſilius I 
Chis tirant ſlewe as cronicles doth vs lere, 
Bya mpꝛacle of Chuſies mother dere. 


This Mercurius as bokes determpne, 

In Ceſaria a mighty lronge citie 
Mithin the countre called Paleſtine, 

H uryed afo2e.roſe vp at this iournee 

Out of his graue, a ſtrange thinge to ſe, 

An hoꝛſt bꝛought to hi araped in his armure, 
Wyiche hyug tofoze veſide his ſepulture, 


The ſame armure was not lene that nyght, 
No2on the moꝛowe at his graue founde, 
Tyl midday that Phebus ſhone ful bzyghte 
whan Mercurius gaue him his fatal wound 
His blaſphemyfo2 cuer to confound: pꝛeue, 
whiche thinge accomplyſhed thys myꝛacle to 
He and his armure were there againe at tue. 


Ok his blaſphemy this was the ſoden wake 
t hiche the tyꝛant recepued fo2 his mede, 
The laſt woꝛde, J fynde that he ſpake, 
TUas:thou Salplee haſt ouercome in dede, 
Toke the bloude that he did blede 

This deupllyſhe man dying in diſpay2e, 
Diſpyte of Jeſu caſt it in the ayze. 


His body flayne andhisſkyn was take, 
Tawed,afterthe pzecept and bidding, 
Souple and tend2e as they coude it make, 
Sapoꝛ badde ſs that was ot᷑ Perce king, 
That men therof might haue knowlegyng: 
Carly on the mozowe and at eue late, 

He did it nayle vpon his palays gate, 


And to a cyte that called was Kaye, 

As croaycles make reherſayle, | 
This Apoſtata wolde ofte a day repay2e, 
Toa woman which had in her entraple 
Sppꝛites cloſed, to make his diuinaple, 
Jn whoſe wombe barain and out of grace, 
Df wicked ſpirites was the dwellyng place, 


This ſayd woman was a creature 

The which afoze by curſed Julyan. 

Byhis lyfe his purpoſe torecure, 

In ſacrifice was offred to Sathan: 

And ſo as he with curſednes began, 

Such was his ende, as al bokes tell, 

whole ſoul with Pluto is duryed depe in hel. 


Vith this tyzant Bochas gan wexe wꝛoth 
Foꝛ his moſt odious fell outrage, 

And to rehertce in partie he was lothe 

The blaſphe mies ok hys kell langage: 

# 02 nouther furye,noz infernal rage 

Wap be compared with poiſon fret within, 
To the kalle venyme of this hoꝛrible ſynne, 


It is contrary to all good thewes 


And tofoze Sod moſte abhominable, 


Hatefull to all ſaue to curſed ſhzewes, 

Foꝛ of all vyces veryimcomparable 

Moſte contagious, and moſt delectable. 
The mouth enkect of ſuch inkernal hounds; 
Which euery day ſle Chziſt with new woũds. 


Fo obſtynate of purpoſe foꝛthe nones, 
Ok viſpoſicion furyous and wode, 
Hot atraide to \were goddes bones, 


with hozrible othec, as body, lle ſh, and bloud; 


The Loꝛd diſmfbzing moſt gracius & good. 


Dis kete, haͤdes armes lact enn. | 


Rend 


Rendhim of newas they wolde haue = 
| E * 
This bleſedL 02d which is immoꝛtall 
Though thepbe dedlythey would him ſlee a⸗ 
They be erthlp,he is celeſttal, (geyn, 
In froward wiſetheyben ouerſeyne: 
Diſcrecion fayleth, their reaſon is in vayne: 
All ſuche blaſphemy.fo2 ſhozte concluſ pon, 
P2ocedeth ofpzide and kalſe ambycion. 


It ſemeth to me they haue foul fayled | 
Ok kyndnes, to do himreuerence (led, 
which fo2 their loue vpon the crofſe was nay- 
Co pay the raunſome fo: mans offence, 

Suffred death voith humble pacyence, 
Falſe rebukyng, ſpyttyng in hys vylage, 
Co bꝛing mankynde vnto his heritage. 


Falſe ſurquedy that doth the heartes reyſe 
Ok ſuch blaſphemers, as was this Julian, 
whoſe great empy2e might not counterpeiſe 
Icain theLozdwhich isboth God and man: 
The oꝛiginal ground of pzide was Sathan, 
P2ince vnder him moſt infoztunate, 

was this Apoſtata, reignyng in his eſtate. 


hat was thende of this tyzanthozrible? 
This crue ll felon hatefull to euery wyght? 
Byſodayne mꝑꝛacle to al his hoſte viſible, 
There dyd appere a very heuenly knyght, 
Moſt freſhly armed, angelyke of ſighte, 

With a ſharpe ſpeere ſitting on his ſtede, 

Made the tyꝛant his hert bloude to blede. 


His falſe goddes might him not auaile, 
Dis krowarde offrynge dont to maumetrp. 


$103 al his pzoude imperyall apparayle, 


7 


is inuocacions,noꝛ hateful ſozcerye: 
02 this apoſtata that dyd his faythe den pe. 
Amonge his knightes llayn by death ſodain, 
Dis ſoule in hell with lathan in great payne. 


The xv. chapter 
C Howe themperoure Ualence ſlewe Here: 
mites ſhed chꝛiſten blud, diſtroyed chur⸗ 
ches. and after was bzent, 


Ochas in haſt doth hys ſtyle dꝛeſſe 
Next, to thempe rour p called was Ualẽce, 
I Reherſyng kirſt the perkyte holyneſſe 

Of Heremytes.that did their dilygence 

Co lyue in penaunce and in abſtynence, 
Fozſoke the wozlde:andfo2 Chꝛiſtes lake, 
In to deſert they haue the way take. 


of Bochas. 


Fol.r, 
In this woꝛld here theyl yſt no lengar tarye; 


d. Dyuers and double of truſt no certayne, 


Ferre in Egypte to liue ſolitary, 

Depe in deſertes,offolke not tobeſayne: 
The ſoyle was dꝛye, ol vitayle ful barapne , 
Che frutelefle trees vp ſearedby the rote, 
Fo: Chziſtes loue they thoght þlife moſt ſote 


This ſayd Ualence of malice frowardly, 

To this Heremitesþ liued in gret penaunce, 
Cauſelefſe with full great enuy 

Troubled them, and did thẽ great greuaſice, 
Lyke a tyꝛaunte ſet al in vengaunce: 
Diſtroyd churches with people that he ladde, 
And wherehe went chulten bloud he ſhadde, 


This me an while by robbyng and raupne; 


In Mauritayne which is a great countre, 


| There was a pꝛince that called was Faryne, 


And in Ceſaria a kamous great cyte, 
Fo:hiserto:cion and his ctuelte, 


He toke vpon him pꝛoudly there reignynge; 


Maugre romapns to be crowned kinge. 


Cheodole the kyꝛſt a manly man 


Was lent out his malice to withſtand; 
By the bidding of Ualencian, 

Which that time thempyze had in hand; 
Bothe atones: but pe ſhal vnderſtande 
Theodoſe was ſent out to aſſayle 
Thelayd farine, and ſle we him in batayle. 


Of whiche Faryne by full cruel hate 
In that countrepzeſumptuouſty reignynge; 
Smote of his heed, and ſate it on the gate 
O. Ceſaria, this was the endyng: 

Which by intruſ iõ afoze was crowned king; 


In Mauritapne oppzeſſing them bydzede, 


8 pe haue herde fo2 which he loſt hie heave, 


In this mater Bochas doth not ſoiourne, 
By no attendaunce no2longdiligence, 
But of purpoſe dothe agapn retourne 
Tothemperoar,that called was Ualence: 
which as J told did ſo great offence 

The holy church ot froward curſednes, 
Slewal Hermttes that bode in wildernes. 


God wolde not ſuffre he ſhuld long endure, 
Graunteth no tyzaunt here long lyfe: 
Fo: by ſome miſcheke, oꝛ ſodaine auenture, 
They dpe by murdze, with dagger, ſ werde. oꝛ 
Che Gotheyes whilom gan a ſtryfe, knife 
Foz his outrage and great oppzeſſyon, 

Bb. ii. the 
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Chep agayne romains fyll in rebellion. 


A p2ince of his called Maximus : 
Diſtreſſed them byſogreat tyzanny, 
And was vpon them ſo contrarious 

Chat they gadꝛed all the che ualty. 

And wext ſo trong vpon their partie, 
That bytheir manhode it fel of auenture, 
They onUalence made adiſconfiture. 


Spared not by robbynge and pillage, 
Slough and bzent many aſtatelyplace, 
Cytie s, townes and many aſmall village, 
That were famous within the lad of Trace: 
But furiouiy thei met him in the face, 
here like a coward he turned his viſ age. 
Co laue his like, lap hyd in Cartage. 


Thus kinallpthis emperout Ualence 
As pe haue heard fayled of his entent, 
The Gothes kolowed by cruel violence, 
As woylde beaſtes al ok one aſſent, 


Che houle and him to aſhes they haue bꝛent: 


Lo here the kyne, pe pzinces take hede, 
Ok tyzantes, that ſaintes bloud do ſhed. 


Che. x vi. Chapter. 


C Of kynge Imaciſius and howe Gractan 


and Cheodoſp diſtroiedtemples of fals 
gods # how Gracti was put to fight 


ter Ualence to God contraryous, _ 
In al hiswozke$ moſt froward of liufg, 
Tokoſe Bochas came Ymaciſius, 


which of Gothes was whilom Lozd# kyng. 


Ok his great age piteouſly complaining, 
Int ate and dole lyſt make no delayes, 
SlewhimCſelftoſhozt his greuous dayes. 


Chen came downe the bzother of Ualence, 
The mighty emperour called Gracian, 
Whiche afoꝛe had had txperpence 


Firſt with his vncie Ualentinyan 


In the Eiupy2e.,as bokes tellcan: 
Ind akterwar d Theodoſy andhe, 


Hadgouctnaunce of Rome the cyte. 


Theodoly and Gracien of aſſent 
Diſtroped temples as in that partie: 

Ok falſe goddes alſo they haut downe rente 
he great ydols,andallſuch maumetrye, 
And kull deuoutly gan churches edifye, 
Andin this whyle as foꝛtune dyd ozdayne, 
One Maximus was vicar tn Bꝛetapne, 


— 


An hardy knight, albe that he did vary 
From his pꝛomiſe made by ſacrament, 
In Bꝛetapne lift nolengar tary, 

But into Gaule of hert and hole entent 
Sapne Gracian he ſodenly is went 

And as it fyll ſet by their bothe auyſe, 
They had a bataple not far fro axiſe. 


This Gracien was there put to fight 

By the pꝛowes of a pꝛoud captayne, 

Called Perobandus an hardy knight, 
Which with his power hath ſo ouetlapne, 
That Gracian was conſtrained in certaine 
Whan his power myght not auaple: 
Sapne Maximus to fi pe out of Itayle. 


This Maximus of pꝛide gan deſire 
Jn hishert byfalſe ambycion, 


 Coreigne alone, and ot the hole Empyꝛte 


In his handes to haue poſſeſſion: : 
But in what wyſe foztune thzew him doune 
Mith ſuch other as be in nombꝛe fiue, 

In this chapter, Bochas doth diſcriue. 


Againtt this ſame tyzant Maximus 


When that he had lain Gracian, 

The noble Emperout Theodoſius 

To venge his death. a warre in haſt he gan: 
Becauſe alſo that Ualentinian 


was wꝛongly baniſhed thzugh the crueite 
Ok Gracian,farre — 


with Maximus to holde vp his partie 

was Ind2agacian a ful notable knight, 
which was madepzince of his chiualrye, 
That toke vpon him of very fozce and might 
To kepe p mountains that no maner wight 
with Theodoſe armed in plate andmaple, 


No man ſhuld ouerthe Alpes of Itayle. 


Cheodoſe made agreatarmpe, 

By grace of God, and marcial cozage, 
Layde a ſiege to Apale a great cyte, 

And wan the towne maugre his viſage: 
Toke the tyzant. and fo: his great outrage 
Berafte him fy2l his royall garnement, 
And ſlewe him after by 21ghtfull iudgement. 


whan Adꝛagracian kn ⸗we that Maximus 
That was his Loꝛd was ſlayne in ſuch wiſe, 
Anont fozſozowe the ſtozte telleth thus. 
De dꝛowned him ſelf, as Bochas doth deuiſe 
Thus can foztune make men arpſe: 
And to the eſtate of Emperours attaine, 


of Bochas. 


with bnware ſtroke gyue him a kal agayne. 


This Maximus of whom Jlpake tofoze, 
Befoze his dethe made an ozdinaunce 

Chat his ſonne which called was Uictoze. 
'Shuld after him gouer n Gaule fraunce: 
whome Arbogaſtes had in gouernaunce, 

A — conftable with Ualentinian, 

Slewe this Uictoze to teigne whan he beg. 


Che. xbii. Chapter. 
Ca goodlye pꝛoceſſe howe Theodoſye wyth 
papet and (mal nombze, gate the victozy, 


Uhan Ualentinian with great apparayl, 


= es toke poſſeſſyon | 
Ok 1⁰ ,andofal Jtaple, 
'B3ought al that land to ſubiection, 


Chan with his power he came to Gaul donn: 
There recepued with great ſolempnyte, 
At Uienne,afamous old cyte. 


Arbogaſtes of whom Flpake but late, 
His chefe conſtable as ve haue hearddeuyſe, 
Ot his Lozd by full cruel hate | 
Che dethe conſpired,of kalſe couetiſe: 
a that he ſhuld aryle 
| ſtate to be choſe Emperour, 


whanhe were deed, lyke a kalle traytour; 


Up in a towꝛe he heng him traytourly, 
Tomozelclandzing #hindzing of his name, 
Repozted outward, and ſaid curſedly 
This Arbogaſtes to hide his own ſhame 
is ſouerapne Lozdtoputinmoze blame, 
tiCely affirming a thing that was falſe, 


Dowe he hym ſelke hyng vpby the halle. 


Chus lyke a murdꝛer and a kalſe traytour, 
And of condicions hateful and odious. 
Laboꝛed ſozt to be made Emperour: 
Chat he alone with Eugenius, 

t exclude Theodoſ ius. | 
Firfttolet him he ſhuldinnopartye 
Paſſe thzugh Jtayle,noz thuugh Lombardy. 


Setteſpyestobzing him in atrayne, 

ich that time as they bnderſtode, 
Like a ſuſt pzince did his buſ e paine 
As he that thought nothing but gode, 

u the hylles ol Lombardy abode: 
whom Arbogaſtes ot furious outrage, 
Caſt hum to trouble and d oppe his paſſage. 


ve and Eugenius beyngof aſſent | 


Theodoſy moꝛtally to aſſayle, 
which wha | 
Albe that he had but ſcarce vitaile, 

On euerpe coſt he ſet with a batayle: 

And of his knightes fozſake in manere; 
He left all thinge.and toke him to pꝛaper. 


with him was lefte but a ſmal meyne 
True and kaithkul in their affection, 
And kirſt of al he fil dowon on his une, 
And to Jeſu gan make his oziſon: 
- . quod —.— eares —— doit; 
nd ok thy mercyful gracious gosdneſſe, 
Deltuer me out of my moztal diſtreſſe. 


Contider and ſe howe that J am thy knight, | 


Whiche ofte ſith thꝛu kragilite. 
With fl eſhly — . vated in myſight, 
A thouſand times haue treſpaſedto the: 


But gracious Jelu of mercy andpite, 


Co m requeſt beningly take hede, 
Me to ſocour in this great nede. 


My truſt is holyplatnlyto conclude, 
Thou ſhalt foztherand koꝛtune my viage; 


With kewe folke agayne great multitude; 
Tomake me haue gra paſſage, | 
After the Þzouerbe of newandolde langage 


wthat thou maiſt #canft thy power ; 
ayne multitude, victozy with a kewe. 


And as thouſaued whilom Yſraell 

Aga ne Pharaos mighty puiſſaunce, 

And from the lyon delivered Daniell, 
And ſaued Suſanna in her moꝛtal greuaũce 
Saue me thts day fro ſoꝛow and miſchaũce: 
In this miſchete to graunt me this iſſue. 
To eſcape from daunger by grace ot p Jeſu; 


This bleſſed name by interpꝛetacion 

Is to ſape, moſt mighty Sauiour, 

There is no dzede no2dubitacion, 

That Jeſus is in al woꝛldly labour, 

To all that truſt him victozious pꝛotectout: 
Nowbleſſed Jeſupauiſe of mpdefence, 
Make me teſcape mine enempes vpolence. 


Letmyn enemies that ſo great boſt doblow; 
cn their . — _— 1 
That thep may dpexperie n 
There is nothinge to the impoſſible, -- 


Chau two and thze and be indiuiſible; 
Though with me haue 


à fed men; 
amen. 
The 


Sauemethis day Jeſu 


Folat. 


n he knewtheir mening kradulẽ t. 
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The tyaht Sooke 


vwhan Theodoſpdeuoutlylay knelynge, 

And by grace adawne gan his\yght, 

Fro cloudy wawes of long pitous weping: 

Dis chefe hope was in the heuenly kyng 

eſuhis captayne, in whoſe holyname, 
That dap he eſcaped fro miſchefe and ſhame 


Che holy croſſe was bette in his armure, 
- Borne as chefe ſtanderd tofoze in his bataile, 
God made him ſtronge in the field to endure, 
as lyon his ene mies to afſaple: 
eſus his champion. his plate + cke his mail. 
eſu alone ſet in his memoꝛy. 
By whome that day he had the victozy. 


chere was a knight pꝛince of the chiualrp 
Of Irbogaſte and Eugenius, 

which gouerned al hole theirpartie 

Arcibio called manly and vertuous. 

whiche goodly came-to Theodoſius, 

Did him reuerence and with glad chcare 
Saued him that day fro miſchefe #dangere. 


whan Theodoſius on his enemies ganſet, 
Lyke a knyght not tournynge his viſage, 
And bothe battailes togither when they met, 
Of Theodoſy to explete the paſſage, 
Fylla myꝛacle to his — 22 

By ſodapn tempeſt of wynde haple and rain, 
{T coubled all tho that ſiegedthe mountapne. 


Uulcauus which is chefe ſmyth of heuen. 
Gayne Arbogaſte gan him redy make, 

To bend his gũns w thiider and with leupn. 
And E olus his wyndes gan awake, | 
Out of the cauernes hidous bzowon a blacke, 
All of aſſent by ſturdy violence, 

With The odoltusto land at defence, 


Againe Eugenius and Atbogaſt his b:other, 
Their people and they departed here # ybder 
With winde and miſt p non of the ſaw other, 
By vuware vengaunce of tẽpeſt a of thũder: 
Theirſperesbzaſt,their ſhields roue a ſddze, 
Eugte mus take aftcrand loft his hed, 
Jud Arbogaſt ſlough him ſelfe fozdzcde. 


ts 


F 3! | 
 Chus gan the L oꝛd of his eternal might, 
Chaſttee-tyzantes and their malice repzeſſe, 
SauedTheodoſyhys owne choſen knyght, 
who truſteth him of parfite ſtablenes 
Sothe fre frodaunger,eſcapeth fro duteſſe, 
Bokes tecoꝛd howe Theodoſius, 


Che day gan clere the ſon gan ſhine bzyghte, . 


Mas in his time called Catholicus. 


The cace was this as Jreherce can, 

In Theſſalonycaa famous great cyte 
Being Biſhopſaint Ambꝛoſe in Mulan, 
Certayne Jewesfoz to do equite 

And ſptte in dome haupng auctozite, 
Notwithſtanding their commiſſion, 
Wereſlaynby commons, entryng the toun. 


The rot the Empcrour was nothynge fain 
But commaunded of haſty wilfulnes 
whan he kne wo the iudges ſo were ſlayn. 
Chat his knightes ſhuld them thider dꝛeſſe: 
—— the oper by — — 5 
With werde, pollax a daggers 
Fndiffctentlytoſle al that they met 


By whoſe biddinge the cite to encombze, 
That day was ſlaine many an innocent, 
Fyue thouſand deed remembzing in nombze; 
Murdꝛed in hoſt without iudgement, 

By them that were ia to the cite ſent: | 
But whan Ambzoſe herd of this cruell dede 
Like a iuſt pzelate thusheganpocede. - 


e haue herde how this bengaunce 
Le Theodoly,to chaſtice the cyte, 40 a 
The ſame emperout came after to Myllan. 
Wolde haue entred at aſolempnite 

The cathedꝛall church in his moſt ropalte; / 
Bylhoppe Ambꝛoſe at the poꝛche hint met, 
And ot purpoſe maul him with ſer. 


Quod the biſſhop J counſ ayl the wpthdzaw; 
In to this churche thou haue none entre, 
Thou haſt offended God and eke his law, 
Bt not ſo hardy noꝛ bolde J charge the, 
To ſette thy kote noꝛ entre in no degree, 
Becauſe thou art a eruel homitide, 


That maugre thy might thon ſhalt abide, 


Untothypalaeshome agapne retourne; 
This e monthes loke thou be not ſein, 
Paſſe not thy bonds do mekely there ſoiom⸗. 
Foz truſt me wel, and be rightwel certayne, 

All ſuch murdꝛers god haththem in dildain: 
Blode fallly ſhed.haue this in remembzaſice; 
Callethday and night to him to do vigaiice, 
Igainſt the; foꝛthis great offence : 
Innocentes bloude ihed agayn tight. 
2 ＋ auctozie Jgiue this ſentence: 
This cight monthes accompted day a n 


ts 


J 
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To 


Fol. xi. 
entre th it not tom in light: Srutchtdneuerin'wyll.thoughtno2wozd © 
— foe fo 4 Holy on Chʒitt his empyze fo: to found. 


Eyltdou hane fully accbpliſhed ty penaũce. 


what J haue ſaid take therof good hede, 
Foꝛ this time thou gettiſt no moꝛe of me.. 
withdꝛawo thy hãd innocentes blode toſhede, 
Foz anprancous 02 hatt crueite:: 
Chan beholde the great humilitie 

Ol the Empetout and tonſydꝛe weile 
Foz it wolde haue peerſed a hert of tele, 


with heed enclyned no wo2d heſpabe again, 
Fyll in wepinge, W ſubbyng vnſtaunchable, 
His purple wede bedewed as with rayne,: - 
Returninghome withchere moſt lamẽ table: 
So continued in his purpoſe ſtable,-< 

with al the tokens of faithfull repentaunce, 
Jn lowly wyle accompliſhed hys penaunce. 


Degaue enſample to pzinceseuery chone 
In caſe ſemblable thatWozke of wylfulnes 
To-execuſion to pꝛocede anon: 

Mentainthets errour & froward curſednes, 
Defed their treſpas meintein their wodnes. 
Farre out of joint if it ſhalbe declared, | 
Co Theodoſp t̃oꝛ to be compared. 


Co the earth he mekely did obey, 
Soddes knight did — penaunce: 
Whete there be ſome that wꝛonglpit warret, 
Holde ther again by kro ward maintenance. 
Touching this mater ſet here in remẽbꝛãce, 
As men deſerue let cuery wight take hede, 
He that leeth al, quiteth them their mede. 


Che odoſius liſt nothyng abzedge 

To ſhoꝛt the yard of his cozrection, 4 
Fozloke the platte, ot᷑ rigout toke the edge, 
Medelp to ſuftte his caſtygacion: 

a obowe his chine was no rebellion, 
By mcke confeſſion knowing his treſpace, 
Bylaynt Ambꝛole reſtoꝛed agayne to grace. 


Uertuouspzinces mapenſample take 

Ok Tycodoſ how they the loꝛd ſhal queme, 
He nat kroward amendes fo2 to make 

His ceptte his ſ werde, and his diademe 
Subiect to Imbzoſe what him lift deme, 
Obeied althing.andfozhis great offence 


To holy churche to make recompence. 


where vertu reigneth vertu will ap rebound, 


And fox this pʒince obe yed to al bextue. 


Hatij now his mede aboue with Chaiſt Jeſu, 


C Howek 


is remembyed of antiquite 

In the Byble,after Roesfloud 

Howe by diſcentof his ſonnes the 
Ok their linege plainly and theyꝛ bloud; 
All kinreddes dylated ben abzode. 
And myne authour as it is made mpnde; 
Df Japhetſeuen nacions he did kinde. 


The people fyꝛſte of Gaule and Galathe; - 
Df Magoth,Gothes .andfolke of Jtayle; _ 
Ty2e.Cithia,with many a great countre, 
Standing in Alta, as byreherſaple: 
But in Europe ſtant Trace it is no faple: 
Sothes & Cithiens ot putpoſe did ozdains, 
Among them leite gouernours twayne. 


Anyahte s and gentelmen chale Aleritus - 


Co be theit pꝛince and haue the ſouerayntte, 
M here the commons chaſe Radagaſus, 
The Sothes kyꝛſt fo: greate ſuerte 

With king Ylerike —— the cyte, 

In to Rome to finde there [ocour, 

That time Yonozius being their emperouts 


Bygraunt of whome al the hole countre . 
Gaue to Alerike, Saule Spapn and Fraficd, 
There to abide and thereto holde his ſee, 
Gothes ſpapnolkes vndet his obeiſaunce, 
Takyngon hym al the gouernaunce: 

CTyl Stillicon out of the Occident. | 
Tomete withhim was from Rome ſent, 


That time Honoꝛtus beyng Emperours 
Stilltcon gan Alerike enchace, 

With many a ſturdy pꝛoud ſoudioure, 
Foz to tight they choſe haue their place: 
But Ylerpke ſtode ſom the grace 
Ok koꝛtune that by very migyt 
Stillicon he put vnto the ſ ygyh e.. 


Radagafus and Aletthe of aſfent 
Haue concluded, and full accoꝛded be⸗ 
Thzugh tale toꝛ to make their went 


4 


* 


* 


nightes and gentuͤmen chaſe ale 
rike king: and the commons chaſe Radaga⸗ 
ſus whyche ended in myſchee. 


| Theepght:Bodke 

T 6ward Ronie.andtbentre that cyte > CDHowe Kuffyn chamberlayns withTheos 

—— — bender — n oe i 
oze their entring gan n „ .- Toe nvzious dampnedand 

The name of Rome to chaunge anddifface. headeſmytof, * 

The towne foz euermoꝛe to do a ſhame == Je climing bp hath oft an buware kal 

Their purpoſe was, as ye haue heard deuiſe: And —— is ſodaine, - 1 , 


Fp:lt of al tochaunge the townes name, 
Dempt them ſelke able to that empaile. 
But foztune thought all otherwyſe, | 
Likehermanerstodo moſt domage, 

whan ſhe to men ſheweth kreſh her vyſage. 


Her condicions be not alway one, 
Stondmele of cuſtome ſhe can vary, 
Fo2 ſhe was fy:ft trowardto Stilicon, 
IndtoRadagaſus efte agayne contrary 
In one poynt ſhe liſt neuer tarye: 

To Radagaſus her fauoure did fayle, 
By Stillicon he vanquiſhed in batayle. 


All his pꝛide might not make him ſpede, 
Foz ſoztune lyſt ſo foꝛ him ozdarne 
That he was fayne at ſo ſtrapt a nede, 
Co fl ye koʒ ſocout to an hye mountapne. 
f all vitaile nakedand baraine: | 
weere fo; hunger he kelt ſo great greefe, 
Nigh al his people dyed at miſchete. 


Ok all ſocour deſtitute and baraine, 

Sawe no remedy toke him to yght: 

By the romayns he was ſo ouerlaine, 

Cake at miſchete, and maugre his might 

In chapnes bound, a dampned anone ryght 
02 tobe deed, his people as it is tolde 

Many oneſlayne , ſome take and ſome ſold. 


There was none pꝛouder noꝛ moꝛe ſuribus 
Juthylke dayesplainly to diſcryue, 

Then was this ([aidkingRadagaſus, 
Mhich toke on him with romains to liryue: 
Grower ſhozt was overturned blue. 
oꝛ koꝛtune of malice had aluſt, 


Toſle this tirant with hunger x with thzult. 


Among othet pꝛoud pꝛinces all 

13ciotſed him lelke by amaner vatnglozy, 
Becauſe that men in countres did him cal 
Ring ot Gothe s, Hoꝛt is the me moꝛyt 

Ok him reherled oz wꝛitten in hiſtozp. 

To gyue enſample in dede men mape finde, 
The name of tyꝛantes is ſone out of minde. 


Che. xix. Chapter, 


A 
* x 


- petinone thing 


Fro low degre to eſtate imperyall 
whan kalſe ambicion the ladder doth oꝛdain. 
By vſurpacion pꝛeſumptuauſip to attayne, - 
Aboue the (byes with his heade to perce, 

Fro whens he come were ſhame to reherre, 


Jmeane as thus al ſuch hafty climbing; 


Ok them that liſt not them ſelf to know, 


And haue foꝛget the groũd of their ginning. 
By ond fame with woꝛldly winds blow, 
Toxciſe their name about ſagitarts bowez 
Retoꝛde of Ruff in which pzoudlygau deſire. 
By falſe intruſion to occupi thempite. 


Which Rufin was whilom chamberlayn 
With Theodoſy,and holde a manly knight, 
was foule ouerſaine, 

By couetiſe —— in his ſyght. | 
Co ſpẽ d his labour that had no title of right; 
By the emperour Honoꝛius he was lent 
Foz to gouerne all the Ozieate. 


By pꝛoceſſe Ruffin was made bike re. 
Called atter the vikar imperial 
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Toke vpon him holye andentere 


Byauthozte chete and pzincipall, 
Dunſelfe alone foz to gouerne all: 
And moſt able thus he did deme, 
Bekoꝛe all other to weare a diedeme. 


Ok him ſelfe ſo much he did make 

In poꝛte, and therto moſt ambicious 

At Conſtantinople he was vnwarely take; 
Firſt bound in chaynes, artet ſerued thus 

By true iudgment of Honozius: : 
Dis hed ſmot of, and his righthand in de de: 
This was his ende. no moꝛẽ ot him Atede. 


a Che. xx Chapter. 
C Howe Stillyon and othet ol line 
condicon ended in miſchefe, 


N whoſe dethe to Bochas came ont 
Quch other like of condicion, SY] 
Akoꝛe remembzed called Stillion; 
Purpoſe dhim to haue poſſeſſion 


Ok the £mpyze hole, thus he thought, 1 


of John Bochas 


And by what mene.$ way his fader lought, 


Compendionſly to tell of theſe twayne, 

Fro diuers countrees towarde Septẽtrion 
To gather people did theyz baly payne, 
Ok many dyuers traungenacion: 
Againe Yono2ius they came togyder doun, 
And as they met foztune made them fayle, 
Bothe atones ſlaine were in batayle, 


Their gin ning curſed had a curſed fyne. 
After whole death J rede of other twayne, 
Ok one Conſtance,his father Conſtantyne, 
Which Conſtantine toke on him certap ne 
To reigne in Gaule, and after dyd ozdayne 
In that countre to be gouernour, 
There to continue, as loꝛde and Emperoure, 


His ſonne Conſtaunce caught a deuocion, 
Ok conſtience, and fozthwith anonright 
Was chaue a monke,# made his pꝛofeſſion: 
His father after of very fozce and might, 
Let take hi out. gaue hi thozder ofa knight, 
Bothe of aſſent gan make them ſeife ſtrong, 
Toppꝛes the countre x do the people wzong, 


(This ſaid Conſtaunce as mine auctoz ſaith, 
Was confederate ot hatefull cruelte 
with one Yericius,aſſuratice made of faith, 
As bzethezn (worne for moze authozite, 

And foz to make the nombze vp of thze 
Conſtantyne was ſwoꝛne with them alſo, 
To be al one in what they had to do. 


(Theſe laide thꝛe lwoꝛne, and ioyned thug, 
Conquered in Spapne many a great cyte: 
But in this whyle this ſaid Yenriciug 
Traptour falle, and full of duplicite, 


His felowe ſlough againe his othe pardye: 


Thus was Conſtaũce thzough faiſe colluſis, 
Of Henricius murdzed by trayſon, 


Henricius lyued nat but a whyle, 

Byhis owe knightes he flaine was alſo: 
Fraude foz fraude, diſceit is quyt with gyle, 
It foloweth euer and gladly cometh therto. 
Men recetue their guerdon as they do, 

Let men alway haue this in rementbzaunce, 
Wurdze ofcuſtome wyll ende th miſchaũce. 


Among ſuche other thus endinge in miſcheke 
Came Attalus and one Eracliyan, 

Fo no pꝛowes but to their great repzefe, 
 Remembzed here,thar ozie tell can, 


. 


Fol. ii. 


Igayne Romanes whan they rebell gan, 
By HYonozius afoze made officers, 
Ind of che Empyze called chele vykars. 
Firſt Attalus fo2 his tyzanny* © | 
han he ta Gaule was made gouernotir, 
Went in to Spatne with a great company, 
Dyd his payne and fraudulent labour, 

By falſe ſleight to be made Emperour: 


Tate, and bounde.eriled foz falſneſſe, 
His hande (myt ot, ended in wꝛetchednelle. 


O fEraclian the ende was almoſtipke, - 
Pet was he pꝛomoted to great pzolperite, 


Wade gouernour andlozde of Afrike, 


Of Conlulere roſe to the dignite: 

Rode thꝛough Libi, and many a gret coſitre, 
With thꝛe thouſande chippes gan to ſayie, 
And with leüin hundzed to ariue in Jtayle, 


So many chyppes neuer akoze were ſeine, 
Like as it is accompted by wꝛyting, 

His nauy paſſed the nauy in certayne 

Ok mighty 3errles that was of erte king, 
D2 Aliſandze:but yet in his coming 
Toward Jtaile, whan he Gould arpue, 
The ſea x foztune gan againe him ſtryue. 


At his arriuaile he had a ſodaine dꝛede, 
Cauſe Honoꝛius had ſent downe a capitain, 
Conſtancius called, gouernoure and hede 
Ok all tue Romains, to mete him on 5 plain: 
Foz whiche Eraclian tour ned is again, 

As J fynde gan take his paſſage, 

Towatde the eite, that called is Cartage. 


Thus foꝛtune lyſt her power ewe 

Oꝛ he came fully to that noble towne, 

With charpe lwerdes he was all to hewe, 
Among his knights though fal le colluſion; 
Is they fil at a dilcencion: 

Of inttution fyzſt gan the quarell, 

Again Romains, whan he gan cebell; 


_.. The. xxi. Chapter. 15 
¶ I good iy pꝛoceſſe why Rome was ylrotz 
ed, and foz the ſame oz lyke cauſe 
many other realmes; 
F many miſcheues befoze ttherſed 
m"_ dꝛawe a longe, and ſome ſhoꝛtly 
olde | 
And howe foxtune hath her whele reuerſed; 
By tragedies remembꝛed manyfolde, 
Tofoze by Bochas ofpzinces 1 * 
b. i. 1 


Jn the eight boke reherſed the pꝛoteſſe, 
Echone almoſt ended in wzetchedneſſe. 


Namelp ok them that dyd moſte del pꝛe 

By wꝛong titel then leite tomagmty, 

To haue lozdHpp and gouerne themppꝛe, 
Theſtate imperial pzoudly to occupy: 
LOhicye eſtate plainly to ſpecifye, 

Is farre as Phebus doth in his ſpere chyne, 
Among all lozdchips is bzought to ruyne, 


Fro mine authour J lyſt nat dilcozde, 

To tel þ ground why Rome came to nought, 
By an example J caſt me to reco2de 7 
What was chefe cauſeif.it be wel out ſoght 
By a ſtoꝛie that came vnto my thought 

Of John Bochas, whiche ye Gal here 

That full notably is reherſed here. 


334k. 
Which enſample and ſtoꝛie reherling, 
Cerioully folowing myne authour 
Odoacer whylom a famous king, 

A kyng by name and a great gouernour, 

But of his condicions a fauinous robbour, 
Out of that countre were mercy and pite 
Baniched koꝛ euer with trouth x equite, 


In that region where mercy is nat bſed, 
And trouthe oppzeſſed is with tyzanny, 
And right wyſeneſſe dy power is refuſed, 
Falle extozcion ſubpoꝛteth robbzye, 

Ind ſenlualyte may haue the maiſtry 

Ill ot reaſon, be tokens at a pzefe, ; 
Which many lande haue bzought to milchek, 


There is no realme that may ſtide in lurete 
Ferme noꝛ ſtable in very exiſtence, 

No: continue in long pꝛolperpte, 

But if the trone of knighytly excellence, 

Be ſuppo2ted with iultice and pzudence, 

In him that Mall as egal iudge and, 
Twene riche a pooze with lceptre in hand, 


A clere enſample this matter foz togrounde: 
So as a father that is naturall 

Oz like a mother which — 2 bounde, 
To folter her childzen in elpectall: 

Right lo a king in his eſtate royall, 

Should of his office diligently entende, 
His true lieges to cheryſhe and defende, 


By good enlãple his ſubiectes tenlumine, 
Tepozal realmes houldcas ſaith ſexipture) 
Relemble the kingdome which is diuine, 
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By lawe of god and lawe eke ok nature, 
That Res publica long time map endure, 
Uoide of diſcozde and talſe duplicite, 

Ok one body in longe pꝛoſperite. 


Nouther their reigne noꝛ dominacion 

Haue of them ſelte none other aſſuraunce, 
Theeſtateof kinges gan by permiſſion 

Df goddes grace, and of his purueyaunce, 
By vertuous life and mozal gouernaunce 
Long to continue bothe in peace a warre, 
Like their delertes to punich whi they erre, 


They ould be the myzrour and the lyght, 


Tranſcede all other by vertuous excellence, 
As examplers of equite and right, 
So by diſcrecion of natural pꝛouidente, 


To tempze their rigour w mercy a clemence: 


What Gal fal afoze caſt al thinges, 
As appertaineth to pzinces and to kinges. 


Thinges paſſed to haue in remembzaunce, 
Conlerue wiſely thinges in pzeſence, 


Fox thinges to come atoze make oꝛdinaunce, 


Folowe the traces of vertuous continence, 
Againe all vices to make reſiſtence, 

By the vertue of magnanimite, _ 
Whiche is appꝛopꝛed to imperial maieſte, 
B2other to fozce authours lay echone, 
Which conſerueth the royal dignite, 

In luche a meane ſtable as any ſtone, 
Nat ouerglad foz no pzolpertte, 

No ouer (ad foz none aduerlite, 

Foz life noz death hygh cozage to remue, 
To god and man to pelde thẽ that is bue, 


Gapnefleſhly luſtes arme thẽ in ſobzeneſſe, 
Uopde all ſurfettes and froward glotonp, 
Gredy appetites by meaſure to repzeſſe, 
Out of his houle auoide all ribaudy, 
Rowners,flattrers,and ſuch as can lie: 
Ware in his domes he be nat perciall, 

To pooꝛe do almeſle, to vertuous be liberal. 


In his array chewe him like a king, 

From other pꝛintes by a maner apparence: 
So that men pzayſehys vertuous lyuing, 
Moꝛe than his clothing, far frs his pꝛeſence. 
And let him thinke in his aduertence, 
Truſt cheron verely certayne, 

As he gouerneth men wyl repozte t ſapne. 


Let him alſo foz his great aueile. 


Haue 
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Haue ſuch about him to be in pacſence, 

Is notable pꝛinces to be of his counſaple, 
Sucheas totoze haue had experience 
Twene good x eutli, to know the difference: 
And lixe thinges hatefull of newe and olde, 
To banich them out in haſt fro his houſhold, 


Fy2ft them that loue to liue in ydelneſſe, 
All ſuche as louenouther god ne dzede, 
Couetous people that pooze folke oppzeſſe, 
And them allo that do all foz mede, 
And ſimulacion cladde in double wede: 
And ſuch as can foz their auauntages, 
Out of one hode chewe two vilages, 


Lethim alſo voyde out at his gate 
Ryotous people, f loue to watche al night: 
And them alſo that vſe to dzinke late, 

And lie a bedde till their diner be dight, 

And luche as lyſt nat of god to haue a ſyght, 
And retheles foike that liſt nat here malle, 
Tauopde his court ⁊᷑ let the lightly paſſe. 


Fo: which defautes reherled here tofozne, 
Nat onely Rome but many a great countre 
Haue be diſtroted, # many a king dom lozne, 
In olde cronicles as ye may rede andle; 
Falſe ambicion and froward duplicite, 
Hath many a realme # many a lad encioted, 
And ben cauſe why they haue be diſtroted, 


Jeruſalem was whilom tranſmygrate, 
Their true pꝛophetes toz they had in dilpite: 
And Balthaſar was eke infoztunate 

Foz he in Babilone folowed al his delpte: 
Dary in Perte had but (mall reſpyte, 
Sodaiſnlp ſlaine and mut dꝛed by treaſon, 
The lame of Alplãdꝛe whan he dꝛãke poilon. 


Diltoꝛde in Troy grounded in couetyſe 
Whan by falſe traiſon folde was Palladion, 
Rome and Cartage in the (ame wyſe 
Diſtroted: were. foꝛ ſhozte concluſion, 
Imong them lelfe fox their deuiſpon: 
Reben other realmes that be of later date, 
And ol deuilions in Fraũce Þ was but late. 


Al theſe defautes reherled here bꝛeuely 

Out ſought the rote, and weied in balaunce, 
Chele occaſion to tell by and bk 
Hath ben i pꝛintes, ᷣ haue had gouernaunte: 
And ſpecially to put in remembzaunce, 
Foz an txample telleth as cometh to mynde, 
Of Ddoacer the ſtoꝛie as J lynde. 


Boꝛne in Pꝛute and hardy of toꝛage, 

At his beginning him leite to magnity 
Though no mencion be made of his linage, 
Hauing no titell, but thefte and robbery, 
His coqueſt gan nought of blode # aticetry, 
But gadzed people of ſondzy regions, 
Entred Jtayle with many nacions. 


With his ſoudiours fyꝛſt he gan aſſayle, 
With a multitude entryng anon right, 
Kingdoms of Hiigry,# countreis of Jtayle, 
Met in his paſſage a Romayne knight 
Called Hoꝛeſtes, in ele armed bꝛight: 
The felde was take and put in teoparty; 
Dozeſtes fledde foz ſocour to Paup. 


Straitly beſieged and the towne won, 
Founde foz the time none other cheueſaunce, 
The next moꝛow at riſing of the (on, 
Bounde incheynes,tencrees his greuaunte, 
Sent to a cite that called was Pleſaunce: 

J gaine whom Ddoacer was ſo fel. 


Let him be ſlayne by iudgement full cruell. 


Akter whoſe death by lodapne violence, 
Odoater is paſſed thzough Jtaile, 
Entred Rome found no reliſtence, 

zeno the Emper our durſt him nat aſſayle, 
Foz there was none to giue him batayle: 
So that by foꝛce and rauinous wozking 


| Ok all Jraile he was crowned king. 


Pad all Rome bnder ſubiection, 


 Foxrunea while lyſt him nat faple: 


zeno therof had indygnacton, (nayle 
Gan wozke agatne him in hope it Houlde a- 
Ind therupon the lozd@yppe of Xtaile, 

De gaue of purpoſe,his power committing 
To Theodozike,that was of Gothes kyng. 


So ß Theodozike in hope to haue vyttozie 
Againe Odoacer, gan makereſiſtence, 
Ok his name to put in memoꝛie | 
Toke vpon him by knightly excellence 
Foz the Romains to ſtand in diffence: 
Met him pꝛoudiy with his chiualrp, 


Beide a riuer that called was Sourp. 


With their batails togider whan they met, 
Belide Leglere that ſtandeth in Löbardp, 
With rounde ſperes # ſharpe ſwerdes whet, 


Odoacer foꝛ al his tyꝛanny 


Was put to flight, diſconfyted his party: 
And foztune that beſt can _ and vary, 


Jol. xtii. 


. { 
At vntet hour was to him contrary, 


Him ⁊ his power the Romains haue defied, 
He bzent their vines and toures enup 20n, 
Bytaule thentre wag to him dented, 

Ind to Kauenne he is dilcended doun: 

But maugre him he was take in the toun, 
By Theodozike, lette eche man take hede, 
Odoacer he commaunded to be dede. 


Mypne authour Bochas ok entencion, 

Foz the time as came to remembzaunce, 
Towarde Romains maketh a digreſſion 
To them recozding the great variaunce 

The vnware chaunges, the gery coũtenaũce 
Ol Foꝛtunes falſe tranlmutacion, 

Thele lame woꝛdes reherſing to the toun: 


Emembꝛe o Rome a call apen to minde 
The daies paſſed of thy felicite, 
Thy marcial cõqueſtes, thy triũphs left 
behinde, * 4. 
Ty great victozies moſt of auctozite: 
Thy famous lawes ſong in eche countre, 
Which thzough p wozld by repozt did chyne, 
Now all atones is tourned torayne, 


From Elt to welt thy lozd@yp did attapne, 
Aboue all powers moſt excellent #ropall, 
But nowe from Rome into Alinaine 

The eſtate tranſtated which is imperiall, 
Name of thy Senatours, name in elpeciall, 
The golden letters darked and diffaced, 
Ind from remembeaunce almoſt out raced, 


Cyte of cities whilom moſt gloztous, 

That moſt freiy floured in chtualry, 

To whiche the alpies # mountains molt fa- 
Were lubiecte ot ali Lombardy (mous 
Til that diſcoꝛ de, diuiſion, and enuy | 
Imõg your ſelfe hath clipſed p bꝛight neſſe 
By kalle ſerpẽt, bꝛought in by doubleneſſe, 


Kinges and pzinces were to the tributary, 
Of all pꝛoſperite ſo fulſome was the flode: 
Imong pourlelife till ye began to vary, 

The wozld thzoughout to you lubtecte ſtode, 
Tyll ye gan ew two faces in one hode: 
What folowed after,foztune hath lo pꝛouided 


Pe came to nought whyan ye gan be deuided, 


Unpurueyed of pzudent Senatours, 

Thy marchandiſe tourned to pouerte, - - 

Of knigythod naked, barayne of ſoudiours, 
Dilconſolate tant all the comonte; 


N 
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Tow2es and walles bzokeofthe cite, 
That whilom was a paradiſe of delpte, 
Nowe all the wozlde hath the but in dilpite. 


Cauſe to conclude of al thy wzetchedneſſs 
Is falſe ambicion, pzide,andlechery, 
Diuilion, and malicious doubleneſſe: 
Rancour,hatred, couetiſe, and enup, 
Which ſet aſide all good policie, 
go bzefe reherſed foz ozt concluſion 

aue be chefe grounde of thy diſtruction. 


| Che. xxii. Chapter, 

& Howe the kinges Trabſtila # Buſlarug 
were bꝛought vnto ſubiection and made 
tributares to Theodozike. 

ter theſe miſcheues told of Roe toun 
« AN Came Trabſtila king of Gepidois, 
with other twaine as made is mecis 
Bularus that was king of Bulgarois, 
Wity Philitheus reigning in Ragois: 
All theſe thze bzefely fo2 to ſaine, 
Came all atones toBochas to complayne, 


Their realmes ſtanding toward Septftris, 
And to remembze ok the fyzſt twapne, 
Were bꝛought atones to ſubtection 

By Theodozike. that dyd his buſy payne 
Them to conquere & pꝛoudly did ozdayne 
That they were neuer ſo hardy to rebell, 
Agarne Romaius to take no quarell, 


To Theodozike they were made tributary, 
Moſt wzetchedly bound in leruage: 

Neuer lo hardy after foz to vary, 

Jn paine of loberetheſ al their age, 


Ok leruitude lo here the (urpluſage, 
Ok al wꝛetches moſt wzetched they be fofid, 


That to thzaldom conſtrained be & bounde, 


Treſour of treſours if it be well ſought 

Is vertuous fredome with large lyberte, 
With wozldly * it may nat be bought, 
With royal rubies, gold, ſtones, noz pyzre, 
Foꝛ it tranſcendeth, and hath the ſoueraynte 
Aboue all richeſſe that be in erthe found, 

A man at large frely to ſtande vnbound. 
Dow Philitheus loft his kingdome and of 
Martian and Leo. 

Ext thele two in oꝛdze ys map ſe, 
To John Bochas gan Gew his 2 
third king talled a 


* 
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Which by foztunes ſodaine violence, 
Loſt his kingdome by cruel ſentence 

Of Ddoacer,the tyzaunt mercyleſſe, 
Loſt his lite, and came no moꝛe in pꝛeſſe. 


The ſodaine chaũges to rede whan J begs, 
And ſaw the whele ſo oft turne bp ſo downe, 
Offoztune there came one Marcian, 

Ot whome is made none other mencion 
Saue only by a coniuracion 

He murdzed was, deing innocent, 1 
Amog his knightes which ſlew him of allet. 


Chan tofoze Bochas to chewe his pzeſence, 


There tame one that called was Leon, 
Which caught a titell by no violence, 
But made his clayme by iuſt lucceſſion: 
After his father and toke poſſeſſion, _ 
Which of Leon myne auctoz ſaith the ſame, 
Beyng Expperour, bare the lame name. 


This yong Leon again all truth and ryght. 
By tyꝛanny as made is mencion, | 
Though cruell zeno p was a good knyght, 
Was put out ot his poſſeſſion: 

Conſtrapned to liue in religion, 

But to what oꝛder that he dyd wende 

J fynde nat, but there he made his ende. 


The. xxiiii. Chapiter. 
CHowe Simacke and Boes his ſonne in 
lawe were baniched, and after iud- 
f ged to die. 
A Fter theſe miſcheues Simak gan hym 
dꝛawe 5 

Toward Bochas, with a ful pitous face 
Boes came with him, ß was his lon in lawe, 
Which among Romains gretly ſtod ĩ grace: 
But in this matere bzefely foꝛ to pate, 
The ſaid Boes onely fo2 his trouthe, 
Exiled was, alas it was great routhe, 


£00 comon p2ofite,he was vnto the toun 

a matters that grounded were of right, 
Very pꝛotectour, and ſtedfaſt champion 
Againe two tirãtes, whiche of fozce a might 
Had in the pozail oppꝛeſſed many a wight, 
By exactions and pyllage gun ofnewe, 
Upon the comens,full falſe and eke vntrew; 


Theodozike of Gothes loꝛde and king, 
Toke vpon him by falſe intruſpon 
Toreigne in Rome, the people oppzeſſing 


To abide ſtable and ſtand at certaine: 


Fol. xi iii 


By his pꝛouoſtes two, as made is mencyon, | 
Did in the citie great oppꝛeſſion, ö 
Canlederate as bꝛother vnto bother, 1 
Coniuga i, and Triguill was that other, | Ul 


Compendioully this matter to declare, ſi 
To ſaue the commons ſtode in defence | 
Foz lite et nat fo2 to ſpare, 5 I 
To withſtand of tyzantes the ſentence; | 
King Theodozike of cruell violence, ö 


Baniched him by hatefull ty2anny, iz 
He and his father to abyde in Paup. | 


Afterward Theodozike of cruell haterede, 
Like a falſe tyzant,of malice andenup 

Gaue — that both two were dede: 1 
But touching Boes as bokes ſpecify, 1 
YO2ote diuers bokes of Philoſophy, i 
Ok the Trinyte matters that were diuine, 1 
Martpꝛed foz Chꝛiſte, and called Seuerine. 


The. xx b. Chapter. 


COfking Arthur a his tõqueſtes, and of the 
commodities of England, a how he was 
diſtroied by his colin Mozdzede, 


As neuer pꝛice might him ſelfaſſure 
Offoztune the fauout to reſtrayne⸗ 
Like his deſyꝛe his grace to recure 


Imong all other reken Arthur of Bzetayne 
Which in his time was hold of euery wight, 
The wyleſt pzince and the beſt knyght. 


To whom Bochas gan his ſtyle dꝛeſſe | 
In this chaptre, to remembꝛe bliue e 
= great conqueſt and his highe nobleſſe, | 
ith lingler dedes that he wzought i his liue c 
And firſt he ginneth bzeuely todiſcryue = 
The lite of Bzitaine,andof that.countre, 


Whiche is encloſed with a large ſee, 


Set farre weſtward as ye (hal vnderſtand, 
Hauing Spapne ſet in the oppoſite 

Oka (mall Ingle called Englande: 

Fraũce about hi diſcryuing thus his ſight, 
With many a riuere pleſauntofdelite, - 
Bothe bathes and welles there be founde, 
Diuers mynes of metalles full habounde, 


Abonte whiche ronneth the Occian | 
Right plentuous of all maner of vitaile, it 
Ct. iii. The = | 


The name of which at Bꝛutus fyꝛſt began, 
London hath yppes by the lea toſayle: 
Bachus at Wyncheſter gretly doth auaile, 


Woꝛteſtre with frutes haboundeth at the ful, 


Herkoꝛd with beaſtes, Cotlwolde with wul. 


Bathe hot bathes holſome fo2 medicine, 
poꝛke mighty timbꝛe foz great auauntage, 
Co2nwall mynes wherin to myne. 
Saliſbury beaſtes full lauage: 
LOhete,mylke,# hony, plente foz euery age, 


Lent and Canterbury hath great cõmodite 


Olk londꝛie fyſhes,there taken in the ſee, 


Bochas reherleth there is eke in Bꝛetapne 

- Founde of Gete a full pzectous ſtone 
Blacke ofcolour,and vertuous in certapne 

Foꝛ lickeneſſes many mo than one: 

The poudꝛe of whiche wyll diſcure anone, 

Jfit be dzonke(though it be (ecre) 

Of maydenhede bꝛoken chaſtite. 


Ther ben of peerles founde in muſkil Gelles, 
Ind the beſt that haue moſt whiteneſſe: 
And as the boke ok Bzutus alſo telles, 
How king Arthure to ſpeke of woꝛthyneſſe, 
Paſſed all kinges in marciall pꝛoweſſe: 
Touchyng his line, his ropall kynrede 

Who that lyſt le in Bzutus he map rede. 


His father called Uter Pendzagon 

A manly knight and famous of cozage, 
Right notable in his actes euerpchon: 
Arthur but yonge and tendze of age, 

By fullaſſent of all his baronage, | 
By (ucceſſton crovoned anonright, 

Called of Europe the moſte famous knight. 


Curteps, large, and manly of diſpence, 
Mypꝛrour called of lyberalite, | 
Hardy, ſtronge, and of great pꝛouidence, 
And of his — 47 pee 

He dꝛoue Saxons out of his countre: 
Conquered by pꝛoweſſe of his mighty hand, 
Drcadoys,Denmarke,and Yolaade, 


Irland, Gaule, Nozway,Scotlad,# fraice, 
As Martes ſon to the werres mete: 
Wꝛought by counſaile and by oꝛdinaunce 
Ofp2udent Marlyn, called his pꝛophete: 
And as J fynde, he let make a lete 

Among his Bꝛitõs, molt famous x notable, 
Chꝛough all the woꝛlde called p roũde table, 
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Moſt woꝛthy knightes pꝛoued of their hand 
Cholen out by Arthur, this ozder was begs : 
Their famous nobles thzough euery land 
Shone by repozte,as doth the midday ſonne, 
To Fames palays the renome is vp ronne, 
Statutes let, by vertuous oꝛdinaunce 
Under pꝛokeſſion of marciall gouernaunce, 


The firſt ſtatute in the regeſtre founde, 

Fro which they chould nat decline of right, 
By full aſſuraunce ofothe #cuſtome bounde 
Aye tobe armed in plate foꝛged dzight, 
Except a ſpace to reſte them on the night, 
Seke auentures, and their time ſpende, 
Rightful quarell to ſuſtene and defende, 


The febler partye, if he had right, 

By thepꝛ power manly to ſuppoꝛte 

If that they were required ok any wight, 
Folke diſconſolate to beare bp a dumfoꝛte: 
At all times men may of him repoꝛte 

No maner wyſe they do no violence, 

And again tiraũtes make knightly reſiſtece. 


That widowes # maidens ſuffre no domage 
By falſe oppzeſſion,and hateful cruelte, 
Keſtoꝛe childzen to their true heritage, 
Wꝛongly exited folke to their countre; . 
Ind foꝛ holy churches liberte 

Kedy euer to make them ſelfe ſtronge, 
Rather to die than ſuffer them haue wzonge, 


Foz comon pꝛokpte as choſen champyong, 
P20 Republica defending their countre, 
Shewe aye them ſelfe hardy as lyong 
Honoure to encrece, chaſtiſe diſhoneſte, 
Keleue al them that ſuffre aduerſite: 
Religious folke haue them in reuerence, 
Pylgrimes recetue Þ faile of their diſpence, 


Called armes ſeuen dedes of mercy, 
Buryed ſoudiours that fayle ſepulture, 
Folke in pziſon delivere them graciouſly, | 
Suche as pooze be their raunſome to recure, 
LOounded people that languyche # endure 
Which pꝛo republica mily ſpent their blood, 
By ſtatute bounde to do ſuche folkes good, 


To put them ſelfe neuer in auenture 

But foꝛ matters that were iuſt and trewe, 
Afoze pꝛouided that they ſtode ſure 

The ground wel know, were it olde oz netwe: 
And after that the matter whan they knewe, 
To p2ocede knightly and nat fapne, 
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As ryght required they2 quarel to darrayn, 


A clerke there was to cronicle thepꝛ dedes 
By purciuauntes made to him repozte, 
Of their exployte and their good ſpedes, 
Rad a ſonge to folke gaue great comfozte: 


Theſe famous knightes making their reſozte | 


At hygh feaſtes, eueriche toke his lete, 
Lyke to their eſtate, as was to them mete. 


One was voyde called the ſee perilous, 

As Sanke royall doth playnly determpne, 
None toentre but the moſt vertuous | 
Ok god pꝛouided to be a pure vy2gine, 

Boꝛne of diſcente to accomplyche x to fyne 
He alone, as chefe and (ouerayne 

All auentures of Wales and Bzetayne. 


Amonge al kynges renomed moſt famous, 
As a bꝛyght ſonne ſet amyd the ſterres: 

So ſtode Arthur notable and glozious, 
Lybke freſhe Phebus caſt his lyghte aferres, 
In peace like Argus moſt marcial in werres 
As Ectoz hardy,lyke Ulixes tretable, 
Called amoge chziſten. king moſt honozable, 


Dis rota! courte he dyd ſo oꝛdayne ; 
Though eche coũtre lo fer ſpꝛed out the light 
Who that euer came thider to complaine 
By w2onge oppꝛeſſed, ⁊ required of right, 
In his defence he chulde fynde a knyght 

To hym alligned, finally to entende, | 
By marciall dome his quarell to defende, 


If it fell ſo that any ſtraunge knyght 
Sought auentures, ⁊ thyder came fro ferre, 
To do armes his requeſt made of right, 
is chalenge ſene were it of peace oꝛ werre 
as accept, to the courte came nerre: 
L pke as he came wyth many oz alone, 
They were deliuered fozſake was neuer nöe. 


There was the ſchole ok marcial doctrine, 
Foz yonge knyghtes to lerne al the gyſe, 

In tendꝛe age to lerne ful diſciplyne, 

On hoꝛle and fote, by notable exercyſe: 
Thing take in youth doth helpe in many wiſe 
And ydelines in grene peres gonne, 

Ok al vertues clypleth the clere ſonne, 


Wydowes a maidens oppꝛeſled folke alſo, 
Ok extoꝛte w2onges wꝛought by tiranny, 
In that countre what nation came therto, 
Recepued were, there lyſt no man denpe, 


Fol. t b. 


Of their complayntes founde lone remedy: 
Made no delay but fozth anone ryght, 
Them to defende aſſigned was a knyght. 


Eke by their oꝛder they bounde were ok troth 
By aſſuraunte and by otheſwozne, | 
In their empꝛiſes let foꝛ no ſlothe 

Playnely to tell howe they haue them boꝛne: 
Their auenture of thinges done befozne, 
Right as it fyll, a (pare in no manere 

To tel eche thinge vnto theyz regyſtrere. 


Thynge openly done o2 thinge that was ſecre 
Ok auenture as bytwene twapne, 


Oꝛ any quarel take of volunte 

Trewiy repoꝛte, and platly not to fayne: 
Them to be \wozne the ſtatute dyd ozdapne, 
Not conceled of woꝛchyp noꝛ of ſhame 

To be regeſtred, repoꝛte the lelke lame. 


Ind to conclude the ſtatute hath vs leared 

Euery quarel grounded on honeſte, 

J that courte what knyght was tequpʒed 
n the diffence of trouth and equpte, 

Falched excluded and duplicite, - 

Shall ape be redy to ſuſtayne that party, 

His lyke and hys body to put in ieopartp. 


Thus in Bzetayne hone ß clere light 

Of chiualrye, and of hie pzoweſſe, (bzight, 
Wo ich thꝛough the woꝛld (ad his beames 
Wel of woꝛchpp, condite of al nobleſſe, 
Imperial courte all w2onges to repꝛeſſe, 
Head lp2ig of honoꝛ, o largiſe chefe ceſterne, 
M pꝛrour ot mãhod, of nobleſſe the lanterne, 


pet was there ſene neuer lo bꝛyght a lonne 
The ſommers day in the mydday (pere, | 
So freſhly chyne, but ſome ſkyes donne 
Might percalecurtaine his beames elere: 
Okt it falleth whi foztune maketh beſt chere, 
And falſly (myleth in her double wede, 
Folke lene expert than is che moſt to dzede, 


Thus whan the name of the wozthy kyng 
Was fertheſt (pzade by repozteof memozy, 


In euery realme his nobleſſe moſt Chinpnge , 


Ali his empꝛiſes concluding on victozy: 

This double goddeſſe enuied at his glozy, 
And caſt meanes by ſom maner tratne, 
To ctlipſe the light ol knighthode in Bꝛitaine. 


Thus whyle Arthure ſtode moſt honozable 
In his 8 yr age, 
cli. 
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The eyght boke 


Among his knightes ofthe rounde table, 
Hyeſt ofpzinces on foꝛtunes ſtage, 

The Romains ſent to him foz truage, 
Gan make a tlaime frowarde # outragious, 
Takyng their title of Ceſar Julius. 


The lame time this mighty kyng Arthur 
Conquered had Gaule, and alſo Fraunce, 

Outraped Frolle lykea conquerour, 

Bꝛought Paris bnder obeylaunce: 

Toke them to grace # with hys ozdinaunce 

Gate al Inloue, Ingozp, and Gaſcoine, 

Poitowe, Nauerne, Berry, a Burgopne. 


Ceſcd not but dyd his buly papne, 

Moſt lyke a knight helde foꝛth hys paſſage, 
Gate all the lande of Poyters # Tourapne, 
Their cite yolde to hym they did homage: 
To be redell they founde none auauntage, 
Sotourned in Fraunte as ſapth ÞCronicler, 
Helde poſſeſſion the ſpace of uyue pere. 


Helde a feaſt full ſolempne at Paryſe, 

All the tountteis whych he gate in Fraunce, 
Lyke a pꝛinte fall pꝛudent and rightwyſe, 
Which had of fredome full royall ſuffiſaunce: 
Ok all his cõqueſt the countreis in ſubſtaunce 
Foꝛ his pꝛinces and barons lo pꝛouided, 
Lyke their delertes he hath them deuided. 


To his Seneſchal that called was Kay 

Anioue and Payne he gaue all the party, 

To his butler was made no delap 

Called Bedwere he gaue Mozmandpe, 

To a baron nye coſpn of alpe 

A manly knight which named was Berell, 
SGaue the duchy of Burgopne euerp del. 


Thus he departed loꝛdechpppes of that lande 
There he thought was moſt expedient. 
Some he reſerued in hys owne hande, 
Againe to Bꝛitapne retourned okentent: 
Sent out letters helde a greate parliament, 
After which he made a feaſt anon, 

In = countre called Gloumozgon, 


It a great cite called Carlion, 

As is remembꝛed by olde wꝛytinges, 
Came many a pzince a many a freche baron 
In nombze J fynde, there were. x. kynges, 
Redy to obey Arthur in al thynges: 
Pꝛelent alſo as was wele lene, 

There was of erles rekened full thurtene, 


Al the knightes of the rounde table 

Feaſt of Pentecoſt as freſt pzincipall, 
Many eſtates famoug andhonozable, 
Ofpzinces barons bozne of the blode ropal 


Were pzeſent there, and in eſpectall 
All that were by othe and pꝛomyſe bounde, 


To ß bzotherhede of the table rounde. 


And it fell ſo whyle that kyng Arthur 
As appertapned late in hrs eſtate, 


There came.xii.ſent downe by great laboure 


Of olde men, cholen of the Senate, 


Dad of their pozte,demureand temperate, 
Richely clad,of loke and of byſage, 


Gray heared,ſempt of right great age, 


Firſt connyngly as they thought it due, 
Caule of their cõmyng e playnly their entent 
Fyz(t of aſſont the kyng they dyd ſalue, 

Next after that they tolde who them ſent, 
Ind their letters mekely they pꝛelent: 
Concludyng thus, to ſpeke in bzefe langage, 
Howe the Komains alke of hym truage, 


Cuſtomed of olde ſyth gone many a day 
LOhan that Ceſar conquered firſt Bzitayne, 
The kynge requiring to make the no delay. 
Arthur abode, lyſt nothinge to layne, 

But all the tourte gan at them dyſdayne, 
The pꝛoude Bꝛitons of cruel haſty blode, 
Wolde haue ſlayne thẽ cuyn there they ſtode. 


Nay quod Arthur to al his officers, - 
Within our courte they al haue no domage, 
They entred bene and come as meſſangers, 
And men alſo greatly fal in age, 

Let make them chere wyth a glad viſage: 
Toke his coũlaile with luch as wer moſt wile, 
With this anſwere ſayde in curteyſe wyſe. 


Pour letters red and plainly bnderſtande, 
The tenure hole remembꝛed in this place, 
Touching Þ charge that pe haue take on hãde 
To peue anl were. reherted in ſhoꝛt ſpace, 
By woꝛde a waityngye greatly me manace, 
How ye purpoſe wyth many ſtrong battayle, 
Paſle the moũtains me kelly foz to aſſaple. 


It nedeth not ſuch conqueſt to alledge 
Agayne Bzitons,of none olde truage, 

Of your coming down ÿ way J Galabzedge, 
LOyth goddes grace Gozt your paſſage: 
Make you no delay but with my baronage 
Pallethe lee, without long taripng, 


of John Borhas 


To mete Romaines at their downe comyng, 


(This was the anſwer poue to the meſlãgers. 
At their departing bare w them great riches, 
As he bade alſo vnto his officers: 
Agapne to Rome anone they gan the dzeſſe, 
Plainly repozting the plentuous largeſſe 
Df worthy Arthure,conſidzed all thynges 
Dfchziſtendome he palled al other kinges, 


Arthurs courte was the ſours and well 

Of marciall pꝛowes, to Lucius they tolde, 
Ind howe that he al other dyd excel 

In chyualry,wyth whom they were whold: 
The choſen knyghtes both yonge & olde 

In all Europe who can conlidze arighte, 
Of all nobleſle the tozches be there lyghte. 


ecaſt him not to paye no truage, 
aydeofthe Romaynes he heide no londe, 
Which to defende he wyl make his paſſage 
Ok your claymes to bzeake a two the bonde, 
And knyghtly pꝛeue with his honde 
Pe haue no tytle,ye,noz your cite 
Agayne Bzitons, whych euer haue ſtand fre, 


With ß al the kingdoms ſabiect to Rome toun 
Kynges Pꝛinces aboue the hie mountaines, 
With Lucius they be diſcended downe, 

To mete Bzitons vpon the large playnes: 
Arthurs comming greatiy he dildains, 
Bycauſe he had plamely to dyſcriue, 

In multitude of people ſuch fpue, 


At Southhampt 5 Arthur toke the ſee 
Dith all his knightes of the rounde table, 
Behinde he left to gouerne the countre 

His colin Pozdzede, vntruſty a vnſtable, 
And at a pzefe falſe and diſcepuable: 

To whom Arthur of truſt toke al his lande, 


Thecro wne except, whych he kept in hande, 


Fro Southhampton Arthur gan to ſayle 
With all his wozthy loꝛdes of Bzitaine, 
It Harflae fonde good arinaile, 
He #his pꝛintes their paſſage dyd oꝛdaine 


Vp to a cyte called Xuguſtence, . 
Wyer he firſt fonde of Lucius the pꝛeſente. 


So large a felde noꝛ ſuch a multitude 
Ok men of armes, aſſembled in a plaine, 
Upon a day choꝛtiy to contlude 

Togider aſſemble afoze was neuer ſeine? 


Th2ugh Nozmidy,Frafice,* ee Surgoine: S 


Lucius had on his party certaine | 
Eaſtwarde the woꝛlde all the chiualtpe, 


Bꝛought by Þ moũtains down to Germany, 


Their wardes ſet in ech a great battaile, 
With their capitaine to gouerne # to gye: 


Arthur w bzitons the Romains did aſfaile, - 


Fond many Sarazins vpõ that party: 

The Bꝛiton Gaulfride doth plainly ſpecify, 
Is he of Arthur the pzowes doth diſcrine, 

He llewe that day of Sarazins kynges fyue. 


Che great flaughter.the effuſion of bloude 


That was that day on outher ſyde, 

Eche againe other b furious were q wode, 
Lyke foz the felde as foztune lyſt pꝛouide, 
Chat if I Goulde longe theron abyde; 

To woite the deth, the laughter # manere, 
Touching the felde were tedious to here, 


To conclude and leaue the ſarpluſage, 
Jn that battayle dead was manye a knight, 
The Coſul Lucius flaine in that rage, 


The pꝛoude Romains by fozce put to flighte, 


Ofgentilnes Arthur anone ryght 
Let the body of Lucius becaried, 
Againe to Rome, it was no lenger taried. 


The woꝛthy pzinces ᷑ loꝛds that were dead, 
And manly knightes abidynge wyth Irthur 
Like a king ſolempnlp toke hede 

That they were buried by diligẽt labour: 
And in this whyle lyke a falſe traitour, 

His coſyn Moꝛdꝛede dyd his buſp paine, 

To take from him the kyngdom of Bzitayne; 


So as the ſtoꝛy plainly maketh minde, 
Mod ꝛede fallly to his auauntage 

Entreted them that were left behynde 
Uader colour of fraudulent langage, 

Gaue the gret fredoe,# they did him homage: 
That by his falſe conſpiration, 

Bzought al Bzitaine in to rebellion; 


By kaire beheſtes and many frendly ſigns 


Dꝛewe the people to hym in ſondzy wple, 
hewed him outwarde goodly a benygne, 
Gauelybertees and many great fraunchyſe, 
To make Bꝛitõs their ſoueraine loꝛd dilpiſe : 
And purueiaunce he gan make blyue | 
To kepe the poztes,he choulde not artue, 


Whan king Arthur had knowledgyn 
Of this alle treaſon,and al the derte u 
That 


Fol. x bi. - 


' . Tye cyght voke 
That Moꝛdꝛede made, he lyke a manly king This errour abidcth yet among Bzytons, 


Left Burgopne and al the laude of Fraunce, 
Caſt on Moꝛdede foz to do vengeaunce: 
Toke the lee wyth great apparaple, 
Caſt at Sandwiche to matze his atiuaile. 


Moꝛdꝛed was redy wd knightes a gret nobze, 
Made a trig felde to mete him on the plaine, 
Ju purpoſe fully Frthur to encombze: 


At which arriuayle layne was Gawayne, 


Coſyn to Arthur,a noble knight certaine: 
Eke Fguiſel was llayne on the ſtronde, 
Ayng of Scottes oz he came to londe. 


Maugre Moꝛdzede Arthur dyd arrpue, 
The grounde recured lyke a manly knighte, 
Foz tcare of whom anone after blyue 

The lapde Moꝛdꝛed toke hym to the flyghte, 


Which founded is dpon the pꝛophelpe 

Ok olde Marlyn, ipke their opinion, 

He as a kyngts crow ned in fairye, 

Vith ſceptre #\wozde and with his regalpe, 
Shal reſoꝛt as lozde and ſoueraine, 

Dat of tairy and reigne in Bzitayne, 


Ind repaire againe the rounde table, 

By pꝛopheſy of Meripn let the date 

Among pꝛinces kyng incomparable, 

His lete agayne to Carlion to tranſlate; 

The parchas ſuſterne ſpon ſo hys fate, 

His Epitaphe tetoꝛdeth lo certayne, 

Here lieth king Arthur ß al raigne agayne, 


Unto Bacas J wyl agayneretourne, 
Ifoze reherſed parcel ofhys pꝛoweſſe, 


Ind towarde London toke hys way ryghte, Theron to abyde me lyſt no moze ſotourne, 


The gates chyt and kept was the cite N 
Igaine Moꝛdzed, he myght haue none entre. 


In al haſte to Coꝛnwapyle he fled, 

The ſwoꝛde of Arthur he durſt not abyde, 
Leſt he choulde lay his life to wed: N 
pet foꝛ him lelfe thus he gan pꝛouide, 
With multitude gathered on his ſyde 

Put life and detye that day in auenture, 
There to dye, oz the telde recurc, 


In foꝛtune there map be no certayne, 

Upon whole whele al bꝛotiineſſe is founded, 
Moꝛdꝛep that day in the felde was lapne, 
Ind nobke Arthur to the deth was wounded? 
By which the felde of bꝛitons was confoided 
Ol ſo great laughter # good knightes lozne, 
Upona day men haue not (ene bekozne. 


After the battaile Arthur foz a whyle 

To ſtaunche his woũdes + hurtes to reture, 
Boꝛne in a lytter tame to an yle | 

Called Jualon,# there of auenture 


Is the ſayd Gaulfride retoꝛdeth by ſcripture, 
Who was moꝛe hardy of pzinces here reignig 


How kyng Arthur flour of chiualrpe, N 
Was fet w his kmghtes a liue tz yet in fairy, 


Thus of Bitayne tranſlated was that ſonne 
Up to the ryche (terry bzyghtedongeon,. 
 Iftronomers wel reherce konne. 1 
Called Xrthurs conſtellacton, 55 
Wher he ſit crowned in the henenly mancion, 
Impd the palaies of tones criſtalline. 
Colde among chziſten ofthe wozthies nyne. 


But to remembze the great vnkyndneſſe, 
The conſptracion, the treaſon,and falſneg, 
Done to king Arthur, by his colynMozdzed, 
Wake aLenuoy that al men map it rede. 


CLennoye, oof 


CON Dis tragedy of Arthur here folowing, 
ct omg Pzpuces all beware of falſe 
realon: | 

Foz in erth is none ſo perillous thynge 

As truſt of fapeth where is decepcion, 

Hyd vader curtayne of falſe colluſion, 

Foz which mẽ chuld J holde the coũcel good, 

Beware afoze euer of vnkinde blode, 


The woꝛld d{uers,foztune ape chaungeable; 
n euer countre and euery region 
n a llraie nede fewe frendes abyde ſtable, 
Long abſence cauſcth dilcencion: 
Aud if pꝛinces by falſe diaiſion, | 
Nygh of alye ſhe we two faces in one hode, 
Let men beware euer of vnkynde blode. 


Oz moze famous of marciall renoun, 
Thi whilom was his enemies outrainge, 
Arthur cheke lonne of Bzutus albion: 


Burt fozal that the diſpolicion 


* 
* 
* 
- 


Of kate and foꝛtune moſt furious à wode, 
Cauled his diſtruccion by vnkynde blode; - 


What moꝛe c5trarious to nature in ſbewinge 
Tyan ſapze pꝛetence double of . 
; reat 


of John Bochas 


Great aliaunces frowardly wozkyng 
Bid vnder floures a ſerpent caſt poiſon, 
Bꝛyght liluer ſcaled domageth the d2agon , 
Eche wozme löe party tarageth of his bzode , 
And what moze perilous than vnkinde blodz 


Noble p2inces on Arthur remembzinge, 
Deme the day of Phebus going doun, 

Al is not golde that is clere Chininge, 

Ifoze pꝛouided of your inwarde reaſon, 
Falſe vndermining and ſupplantacion: 
Remembzing aye with Arthur how it ode, 
By conſpiracion of vnkynde blode, 


An exclamacion of Bochas 
- agapne kynredes vn- 
kynde, | 


| 


Gapne kynredes and bnkynde alyaun⸗ 


ces, 
Yo... maketh here an exclamacion, 
* Upon Moꝛdzede whyche wyth hys 0z- 
dinaunces | 
Cauled of Arthur finall diſtruccion, 
(The fame eclypſinge ot Bzutus albpon: 
Not wythſtandyng plainly to diſcriue, 
De truſted him aboue al mei alyue, 


It is a meruaple and bncouth todeuyſe 
By what occaſion,oz by what cozrage 
That a man ſhoulde in any maner wyle, 
Be founde vnkinde vnto his linage, 
Hatekul to god, that in any age 
Blode agapne blode bozne of one kynred, 
Conlpire chould of malice and hatrede, 


In this matter it were but bayne totary, 
The ſtoꝛy knowe of Arthur and Moꝛdꝛede 
By blode alted in wozkyng moſt contrary 


Which made many a Bꝛiton 2 blede: 


Fo2 by vſurpyng conſpiracion x falchede 
Ok the layd Moꝛdꝛede molt infoztunate, 
Cauled al Bzitayne to ſtande del 


te. 


Fy:(t deſolate by abſence of their kynge., - 
Calledin his tyme of kynges moſt notable, 
Thedeſolacion ot knygytes. abydynge 
Whilome in Bzitaine, famous d honozgble, 
Bꝛethern echone of the rounde table: 

Which by Moꝛdzed ß falle foz\wozn knight; 
S tode longe eclipſed & dyzked of his lyghte. 


The light of nobleſſe $ one in Butaine 
By kalle Moꝛdꝛed was dirked of his bemeg, 


The monarchye departed was on twayne 
That ſtode firſt one with his marcial ſtrems: 
But afterward the bzightnes ol hys beames 
Dꝛough to decline, by falſe diniſion 

Which hath diſtroied kul many a region, 

Al the pꝛoceſſe bpon a duplicite 
Platnely concludeth,s that is blode bnkynd, 
AIdue welfare and all pꝛoſperite 

LOhere peace and concoꝛde is left behynde, 
Trees map not thziue departed fro the rinde, 
A plaine example in Arthur & Mozdzede 
Whocan concepue and liſt the tozy rede. 


Che. xrbi. Chapter. 


?C Of Gifiuill kynge of Uenandze 
and of thzee other kinges, and 
howe they were | 
diſtr oied. 


ter all theſe ſtraunge bncouthe 

[thynges | 

Tdfoze Jhon Bochas as made is 

' encion, 

There came foure myghtye kyn- 
es, | 

Foz to complayne their deſolation: 

Fyꝛſt Giſiuill kyng of the region, | 

Called Uenandze,in werres ful contraire, 

Unto a pꝛince called Beliſaire, | 


Ind to this (aide noble Beliſatre 
Full renomed that tyme in chiualrp, 


The kyng of Gothes was allo aduerſayre; 


Ind both atones ot hatred and enup, 
Iſſented fully to holde champerty 


SGapne Beliſaire, which thzonghe his hie re⸗ 


Tohke thẽ both x caſt thẽ in pzilon, 


There is no moꝛe of the in Bochas founde, 
But after them in oꝛder by waityng 

Came Amarales wyth many blody wound, 
Which in his tyme was of Mawres kynge , 
Without cauſe oz title of any thynge (xight, 
Upon Jane Sanguin gan werray agayne 
Which thzough Altri was one þ belt knight. 


The ſayde Jane armed in plate and mayle 
Met Amarales in Xffrikeon a ſande, 
Ind helde with him a mighty ſtrong bataile, 
And lyke a knight ewe hym wyth his hand: 
Dꝛoue al his people pꝛoudly fro that _— : 
n 
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The landof Gepedois with manye a region: 


Ind in my boke there is none other mynde, - 
To beremembzed ot him that J can fynde. 


Than Synduall of Bzetaine lozde ⁊ kyng 
Tofoze Bochas put him leife in pꝛees, 

Gan ſhewe his miltheke pitiouſly wepyng, 
Whan ye helde werte wpitull a recheles 
Agaynea pance,called Narſates: # 
A Komapne knight feirſe,hardy,# ſtronge, 
In his defence wha men wold do hun wzogs 


This Narſates,ofcaſe oz auenture, 
Though hein dede was a manlp kayght, 

He fayled membꝛes in lothe of engendzure, 
His aduerſaries echon he put to flight: 
Toke their king x fozthwith anone ryght 
As the cronicle plapnly doth recozde, < 
Hye on a galowes he hinge him with a cozde, 


Ot Narlſates after this victozy, 


Ryng Totila had full great dildaine, 
With a great hoſt moſt popous in his glozy, 
Came vpon him, and met hym in a playne, 
With multitude though he were ouerlapne, 
Turnyng Totila which many man behelde, 
Of Narſates was layne in the felde, | 


Jn oꝛder next Bochas doth wzite 

Of Gepidoys,howe king Truſmonde 
Required him that he woulde endite 

The gret aduerſitcs in which he dyd habodd, 
And of his doughter called Koſamounde, 
The vnhappy chaunce to make # diſcryue: 
To whom koztune was contrary al yer lyue. 


Ilbuinus king of Lombardy | 
Which many a lande helde in ſubiectfon, 
Conquered Beme, ÞP2age and Hungerp, 


Fought with their king as made is mencion , 
Slewe in battalle the laid Truſmonde, 
Wedded after his doughter Roſamonde, 


Myne auctour gretly comendeth her beaute, 
Ind w2yreth alſo che was but young of age, 
Whole tozy firſt whan J dyd ſe, ö 
Howe vngracious alſo was her mariage, 
J gan were pale and dead in my bilage 
Greatly aſtoined confuſe of bery hame 
To wate the ſtoꝛy, in hindzing ol her name. 


I wyll fozbeare and lightly paſſe here, 


The ſurpluſage lightlye ouerpaſſe 


, Fozby and by to tel all the manere 


Tue exabtbone 


Ol felonies that dyd in hertes bzace, 
It choulde biot this boke, and eke deface: 
Foz which J caſt truely and not fayle 


Touching her ſtoʒv, to make reherlaile. 


Che. xxbii. Chapter 


Sbowe Jibuinus was murdꝛed 
by hys wile, and howe che moſte 
| r 6 par 216 4280 


— Juge Albuinus as ye Gall vnder⸗ 


S After many a conqueſt and victozye 
==|IDObyche he hadde bothe on ſee and 


Z 


lande, 
To put his triumphes in memoꝛy 

Let crye a feaſt, to his encrele of glozy, 
It whiche feeſt ſolempne and pzincipall 
So as he late in his eſtate ropall, 


Parcell foz pꝛide, parcel fo2 gladneſſe, 
The quene pꝛelent the ſayd Rolamonde, 
Take a ſuppꝛiſed he was wyth dꝛonkenes, 
Ok ſtronge wynes, whych p day did haboidds 
Sent a Goblet ofgolde as it is founde, 
Unto the quene with licour full plealaunt, 
Bad to her father he Houide dzinke a taunt, 


She dempt it was a maner mokery, 
Firſt her name and wozGyp to confounde, 
To byd her dainke ataunt foz her party 


Co her father, this (ayd Cruſmounde, 
' Slaineafoze wyth many blody wounde, 


By Jlbuinus thzough his vnhappy chaunce, 
Of whych rebuke che caſt to do pengeaunte. 


' Shebare the rancour ful long in herentent, 


Whiche dap by day gan renewe © encreaſc: 
A tertayne ſquier che made of her aſſent 
It to attompiꝛ che che woulde neuer ceaſe, 
Ind on another ſquier che gan pzeace, 


Called Perdtus actoꝛded all in one, 
. This falſe murdze to exetute anone. 


The daye was ſet, whyle he lay a lepe 
yll vpon him w Sharpe (wozdes grounde, 
Her lozde was llayne alas he toke no kepe: 
Oz he died of foꝛtune he hath founde 

A ſpeares head to a tronchon bounde, 


of John Bochas 


Him lelfe defending in thatmoztall ſtrife, 
But llainehe was by trealon of his wike, 


After this murdꝛe to eſcape fro daunger, 

This Roſamonde fled awaye by night, 
With her went Melchis yer (quier, 

(Toke a ſhyp (ayled by ſterre light: 

To Rauenne they toke the waye ryghte, 

Led with them foz refute and ſocour, 

Of Albuinus al the hole treaſour, 


After che was wedded to Melchiſe, 
Pan o this woꝛlde ſtode moſt in her grace, 
Her loue appalled, ſet of him no pꝛile, 

Fon ſhe not coude be content in one place, 


Her iope was euer newe thing to purchace: 


To aſſaye many neuer pleaſed with one, 
Tyll by experience the pzeued had echone, 


Pꝛouoſt of Rauenne and chefe gouernour 
Foz the excellence ofher great beaute, 
Aboue al women loued her peramour, 
Whan che entred fyꝛſt that cite: 

Ind thzough her fraude and duplicite 

She caſt to murdze, in her frowarde aupte, 
Her newe hulband that called was Melchig. 


The hote ſommer in luſty freche Map, 

The lame Melchis foz hete and werines 
Him leite to bathe went a certapne day, 
Caught a great thurſt of very fayntnes, 
And Koſamoade of infernall falſnes, 

Toke a goblet with licour great foilon, 
Gaue him to dzinke wine medled with poils, 


He dꝛanke bphalfe and therwithal he gan, 
B2elt and belly to ſwell and to aryſe, 
Intoxicate wert deadely pale and wan: 
And whan he dyd her treaſon aduerttle, 
He made her dꝛinke in the ſame wiſe. 


Fol. xix : 


Maugre her wyll che might it not reſtrayne, 
Guerdon foz murder, they died bothe twayne. 


In this chapter but litle kruite J fpnde, 
Saue onely thys, to put in remembꝛaunce 
That folke Gouldecall agayne to mynde 
Murdꝛe afoze god requyzeth aye vẽgeaunce: 
This funeral ſtoꝛy waped in balaunce, 
Wꝛought by Melchis compaſſed and founde, 
By kalle treaſon of curſed Rolamounde, 


Slewe firſt her lozde Albuinus as J layde, 
Two of her {quiers dyd exccucion 
Out of his ſlepe whan he dyd ab2ayde : 


Let counterpayſe what was her guerdon, 


Ech murdzed other by d2zinking of poiſon, 
Melchis dzank firſt,# next dzak Roſamo:ide, 
At them it gan # to thẽ it dyd rebounde. 


Counterpayſed one murder foz an other, 
Albuinus layne by Roſamounde hys wyfe, 
By aſſent of Welchis,# after eche to other 
The poiſon parted,there gan a fatall ſtrife: 
urder foz murder. they both loſt their life. 
ho vleth falſnes ful wel affirme J dare, 
Shal with faiſnes be quit 02 he be ware. 


As they departed, ſuch part againe they toke, 
As men delerue (uche hall be their mede, 
This frowarde lto2ye ende ofthe eight boke, 
Of Roſamonde a Melchis wzought in dede, 
Foz ſhoꝛt concluſion byddeth men take hede: 
They (all agayne receiue ſuch meaſour, 
Is they mealure vnto their neighbour. 


A Thus endeth the eyght boke and 
herafter foloweth the 
nynthe, 
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of John Sochas 
C Hovve the Emperoure Mauricius 


| 
| 


bys wyke 


F.oͤol. xx. 


d hys childzen were flayne 


at Catcidony, 


C The Fy:lt Chapter. 


= ==> © Frances Petrark as 


| 
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As he began tattõplych 
vp his boke 
SY! Aſluracice made hym do 
— Which thing remebꝛed 
— —>. Which thinge ae 
gan his pen d:eſſe fe 
(The nynth boke, ſo god wold gyue him grace 
Attoperkozme if he had lyte and ſpace, 


At the beginnyng lothly of his labour, 
In his ſtudy there dyd to hym appeare 
auricius, the mpghty Emper our, | 
hich complayned reherſpnge the manere 
Howe he by Phocas cruell of loke ⁊ chere, 
Diſttoied was,wyfe,childze,and kinrede, 
The laughter couth, who lyſt the ſtozie rede. 


(The ſayd Maurice as wzite Bochas Jhon, 

Was by Phocas bzought to diſtruccion: 

His wyfe and childzen were flaine echone, 

At Calcidony.as made is mencion. 

After whoſe deth he toke poſſeſſion 

The ſayd Phocas, as put is in memozy, 
Gaue Pantheon to ſapnt Gregozyre. 


Whyche was a temple ofolde foundation 
Ful ofydols, vp ſet on hye ſtages, 

There, thʒoughe the woꝛlde of euery nacion 
Were of they2 goddes ſet vp great ymages: 
To euery kingdom direct were their biſages; 
I's Poetes and Fulgens by hys liue 

In bokes olde plainely doth dyſcriue, 


Euery pmage had in his hande a bell, 

Is appartepneth toeuery nation, 

Which by craft ſome token choulde tel 

Wuhan any kingdome fil in rebellion, 

Oꝛ gan maligne agapne Rome toun: 

Which to redzelle w Utong a myghty hande, 


Sent a inte to chaſtice al that lande. 


The laide temple builded of lime and ſtone, 
ope Boniface as bookes ſpecify, 
r it was firſt called Pantheon, 
Set vp croſſes vpon eche partye, - 
Halowed it to martirs and to Mary: 
Pere by pere gynnyngof Nouembze 
The feaſt hold the martiloge doth remembze, 


n Alia this Emperour Maurice was lain; 
n the cite that called isCalcidony, 

Al his houcholde and many good Romaine 
By Phocas a pertiẽs (as had is in memozye ) 
Ind Phocas after foz his vaynglozy 
Slaine by Heraclius, he thi was Emperour 


. Four # twenty wynter he was gouernour. 


258 The.ti. Chapter | 

CDf WBachomet the falle pzophet, and how 
he beyng dꝛonke was devoured a- 
monge (wine, 

Fter the deth of Phocas as J tolde, 
Whi-Yeraclius to raine firſt began, 
Came Mahomet, in his time xyold 
A falſe pꝛophet and a magician, 
As bokes olde well reherce can 
Bozne in Irabia, but of low kpnred * 
All his lite woꝛchipped ydols in dede. 


And whan that he grewe in to great age, 
Diſceyuable in many ſondzte wyſes, 

with Camels vled fyzft his cariage _ 
Falſe and double, and ſubtle in his diutſes 
De went to Egipt and fette marchandiſes, 


To Jewes g chziſten he londzie times ſent, 


Learned the olde and the newe teſtament. 


As bokes olde tecoꝛde in that partie, 

Thys Mahomet, this curled falſe man 

Out of Egipte faſt gan hym hye 
Towarde a countre called Coꝛoſan, 
Wich a lady that hight Coꝛdian: 
2d. ii. Thzough 
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The ninthboke 


Th2ou hhis ſabtill falſe daliaunte 
By cratte he fyll in to her acquaintaunce. 


De wꝛought by his enchauntementes 

And by falſe meanes of nygromancy, 

Dec enclyning towarde his ententes, 

Foz both he coude flatter wel and Iye: 

Sayd openly that he was Melly. 

Jewes abiding vpon his comyng, 

Is greatteſt pꝛophet & their ſouerayne kyng. 


Thus the people he bzought in great errour 
By his techyng andhis falſe doctryne, 

He wert among them a great gouernour: 
The laide lady alſo dyd to him enclyne, 

Is to a pꝛophet whych that was diuine, 
Sent from aboue as ſhe dyd vnderſtande, 
Foꝛ whyche the toke him to her hulbande. 


His lynage gan at Diſmaell,- 


n his excuſe (ated that Gabꝛiell 

as (ent to him fro the heauenly mancton, 
By the holy goſt, to his inſtruction: 
Ind koꝛ the Angell chewed him ſelfe lo chene, 
To ſtande vpꝛight he myght not ſuſtene. 


On his choulder were oft tymes leyne 
Whan he to folke chewed his pzelence, 
Milke white doues which that piked greine 
Out of his esres, affirmyng in ſentence 
They came by grace of goſtly influence 

Him to viſite, to hewe and ſpecifye 

He was the pꝛophet that called was Melly, 


Newelawes alſo he dyd oꝛdaine, 

Shewed ſignes by falſe apparence, 

Lyke Moiles him lelke he dyd feyne 

A pꝛophet ot moſt excellence, 

Ind ther vpon to ſhewe an eutdence 

Smal pottes wyth mylke and hony bozne 
On a great bull were hanged on eche hozne. 


He made the people gyue credulite 

To his doctrine and kroward teachyng, 

By mpylke and hony figured was plente, 

By the merite ok his goſtly wozkyng: 

And thus he was at his beginnyng 

Tatze ok Saraſis, as they gan to him dꝛaw, 
Wyych by falſe errour bounde the to his law. 


A clerke of his called Sergius 
Wꝛote his lawes,and theſe miracles thꝛe: 
Firlt of the doues howe they came to hi thus 


Jo a ſpckeneTe,full ofte (ithe tyll doun, 


As here tofoze reherſed was by me: - 


Howe mpylke & hony were tokens of plente, 
And ofthe Bull afoze by craft made tame, 
By kalle dilceptes to gete hym a name. 


Ok Arabiens and Saraſins as J rede, 
And of Turkes made pꝛince & gouernour, 
With Hylmaelptes a folke of Perce #mede 
He gadered people gan were a warriour 
Agapne Eraclius the myghty emperour: 
And vlurped to ride in the contrees, 

Gate Aliſandy wyth many mo citees, 


Ok tho parties deſirous to be kynge. 

Ol that purpole whan he was let aſyde, 
The people falſiy dyſimulpnge 
Tolde he was (ent pꝛophetes to pꝛouyde 
Foz tho cofitrees,foz to be their gyde: 
And foz he was lecherous of coꝛage, 

He made ol Uenus to ſet vp an ymage, 


Made Sarazins to woꝛchip the friday, 
Semblably hys ſtozy dothe expzeſſe, 
So as the Jewes halowed the laturdap: 


All his wozkes concluding in falſnes . 


Whan he dzanke wyne fyl in dzonkenes, 
Tanght the people like a falſe pzophet, 
Todzinke water and good wyne to lete. 


As J (ayd the heretyke Sergius 

With him of counſaule, frowarde g contrary, 
Fone to our fapeth he and Neſtoziug 

From holy churche greatly they gan vary: 
On whole errours Bochas liſt not tary, 
Mozeto waite of this Wachomete, 

I nygromancian and a falſe pꝛophete. 


Who lift to ſe his lawes euerychon : 
Peue to Sarazins, his boke ci bere wytnes, 
As they beſet in his Alkeron, 

Echone in oꝛdꝛe grounded on falſneſle: 
Lykea glotton dyed in dzonkenneſſe, 

By exteſſe of dzinkynge moch wyne, | 
Fyll in a podell,# deuoured among (wyne. 


Thys was the ende of falſe Machomete, 
Foꝛ all his craftes ofnigromancy, 

The funerall fine of this ſaide pꝛophete 
Dꝛonklewe of kynde, called him lelfe Meſſie, 


_ Whom Saras ins ſo gretly magnifye, 


'Jhon Bochas let be foz a quene of Fraunce 
Moze of his errour to put in remembzaunce- 


Che. iii. Chapter. 


Howe 


of John Bochas 


$I Howe B2ounchylde a quene of Fraunce 
flewe her kin, bzought the land in diui⸗ 
lion, and after was hanged 
 Fhewen inpeces 
(mall, 


== She came arayed nothyngelyke 


AF SR) a quene, 
er heer vntreſſed, Bochas tote 


55 d hede 

Jaathi booke he had afoze not 
ene | | 

A moze wofullcreature in dede, 

With weping eyen,to toꝛne was al her wede, 

Rebuking Bochas cauſe he had left behynde 

Her wzetchednes fox to put in mynde. 


Unto myne auctour ſodaynly che abzayde 

Like a woman that were with wo chekmate 

Firſt of al thus to him che (aide: 

Dometyme was a quene ot great eſtate 

Crowned in Fraunce, but nowe all diſolate 

Roc e koꝛſoth, Bzotiſhilde was my name 
ich to reherle J haue a maner chame. 


Thou were buſp to wꝛite the wofull caas 
Within thy boke of Ircinoe, 

Dyddeſt ſeraice to quene Cleopatras, 

Of Roſamonde thou wꝛote alſo parde, 

And amonge al thou haſt fozgotenme 
Whereby it lemeth thou doeſt at me diſdayne 
Lift no parcell to wzite of my paine. 


Whan Bothas herd this of chere he wert lad, 
Knowyng nothyng of that che dyd endure, 
. (quod he) a foꝛe I haue not rad 

n no cronicle noz in no ſcripture 
Ok pour frowarde wokull auenture, 
Ho (quod che) J 


ay vou take good hede 
8 


pe haue thys manet wythout 
Ol pour naturall inclinacion, 
Ok youre declaring thys ob 


Hothynge to lay contraty to your wozGepe, 


Nature hath taught you all that is wzdge to 
Under a curtaine al thig foztohyde, ( 3 
With litel graine pour chaffe pe can abule, 


5 


Fol. xci. 


On pour defautes ye lyſt not foꝛ to abide, 
The gaule touched al that ye ſet aſyde 
Shewe roles freſhe wedes pe let paſſe, 
Ind faireſt chere there ye moſt treipaſſe, 


And if ye Call tel pout owne tale 

Howe ye fil fro foztunes whele, 

Pe wyl vnclole but a litel male, | 
Shewe of your vytes but a (mal percele: 
B2otle glaſſe ſheweth bzighter than ſtele, 
And though of vertue pe ew a faire pꝛetece, 
He is a fole that peueth to you credence, 


Quod B2ounchilde J do well eſpye 
Thou haſte of women a falſe opinion, 
Howe they can flatter wele and lye, 
And ben diuers of diſpoſicion, : 
Thou myghteſt haue made an excepcion 
Ok hie eſtates and them that gentle bene, 
Namely of me that was ſo great a quene. 


Pour hye eſtate by kynd hath no power 

To chaunge in nature nouther cold noz hete; 
But let vs paſſe and leaue this matter 
Theron to abyde oz any moꝛe to plete, 

Ok pour complaint lay to me the greate: 

By way of ſeruyce to you I all me qupte 
As ye declare take my penne and waite, 


Take hedecquod che) and with good auice 


Fto the trouthe beware that thou ne varye, 
Kohtlom in Fraunce teigned kyng Clowile 
Had a ſonne that named was Clotharp, 
Clothar had an heire h; named was Locarye, 
And this Lotary named the ſeconde , 
Had ſonnes four in ſtozy it is foundez 


To the croniele who can take hede 

As it is put in remembzaunce, 
Whan their father the mighty kig was dead, 
Atwene theſe foure was parted all Fraunce: 
Eche by him ſelfe to haue gouernaunce 

By one aſſent as bꝛother vntobzother , 
Wearing their crownes ech quit the to other. 


Che ſame time J called Bzounchylde 


Me lyſt not varye fromthe olde wit inge, 


e Hada father named Leuechylde, 


Of all Spayne ſoueraine loꝛde and kynge: 
My ſapd father to ful great hyndzing 

Ok bothe realmes.the fame ranne (o ferre 
TweneSpatne F raũce gan moztal werre. 


Db. ü t Che 


The ninth boke 


The bzethern four in Fraticecrowned kings 
Agayne my father made ſtrong defence, 

Ot marcial pzideand toztunat chaungynges 
Whan they met by moꝛtall violence 
Oflodapne ſlaughter fyll ſuch peſtilence 

On outher partpe, the felde like a great flode 
With the tirrible effuſion of blode, 


To both realmes 5 werres were impoꝛtable 


Cauſyng of deth paſſyng great domage, 
Sought meanes,wert by aſſent tretable, 
Ol blode ſhedyng to appeaſe the wofull rage, 
By one accoꝛde J was yeue in mariage 

To Sigebert reignyng tho in Fraunce, 
Tbwene both realmes to make aliaunce. 


Naycquod Bochas)J deme it was not ſo, 
Twene you # me there muſt begyna ſtrife, 
Be aduiled take good hede therto 

The firſt aſſuraunce of mariage in your lyfe, 
Of Chilpertk ye were the wedded wyfe, 
Cronicles ſene what euer pe expꝛelle, 

In this matter wil beare me wytnes, 


Though ſome bokes reherte and ſo lapne 
Lyke as ye haue made here mencion, 
Their reherlaile ſtande in no certaine 
Foz by the aſſent ot outher region 
Spaine and Fraunce in their conuencion, 
Oz dained lo, in my tendꝛe age 

To Digebert J was yeue in mariage. 


Imeneus was not there pꝛelent 

Whan he toke our chambze towarde nyght, 
Fo: Theliphone her ſuſterne of aſſent 
Jnfernall goddeſſes bare the toꝛches lyght, 
Ind as the toꝛches ewed derte and bzighte 
Thereby the people pzeſent one and al 
Dempt of the mariage what Gould befal, 


This cuſtome vled of antiquite | 
From their temples of goddes x goddeſſe, 
It mariage of folke of hye degree (nes 
Toꝛches were bozne,of whom men toke wits 
As they were dercke oz ſhewed their bzyght - 
The differcnce ſene in eche eſtate, (nes 
It᷑ it were towarde oz infoztunate, 


Ok this mariage ſhoꝛt pꝛoteſſe to mate 

The toꝛches bꝛent, a pet they were not bzight 

Shewed out combꝛous ſmokes blake, '. 
Ok conlolacion loſt was al the iyght: 2 

Thus in derknes waſted the fyꝛũ nyght, 

Their verle longe of goddes, and goddeſtes, 


* 


Were all togither of ſoꝛow and heupnelles 


Thele were the tokes the night of mariage, 
Pꝛonoſtikes of great aduerſyte, 

Vet of nature J had this auauntage 

Of womanheadand excellent beaute, 

Ind litze a quene in tones and perre 

I was araped, clad in purple wede, 

With a crowne of golde vpon my head. 


Solempnely crowned quene of Fraunce, 
Which foz to ſe folke faſt gan repayze, 

Ok all welfare J had ſuffyſaunce, 

Clombe on foztune full hie vpon the ſtapze, 
A ſonne J had called Clotayze, 

By Sygebert by recoꝛde of wziting 
Thyꝛde of the name in Fraũte crowned kig, 


So wolde god that day that he was bome 


He had be put in his Sepulture, 


In ſaluacion of blode chede here tofozne, 
Cauſed the death of many a creature 
As diuers bokes repozte in ſcripture: 
Ground # ginning as made is mencion, 


Within this lande of great diuiſion, 


De with his bzethern of whom J ſpake late, 
At him began the firſt occaſion, 

Nat lo( quod Bochas) e fayled of pour date 
Who was chefe cauſe of diuiſion: 

Sothly( quod che) in myne opinion 

Among them (elfe J dare well (pecifp 
Chefe ginnyng was fateruall enup. 


Kepe you moze cloſe in this matter ye do lailt 
Folowing the traces of your condicion, 

ve halte foule in your reherſaile; 

Fo: of pour owne ymaginacion 

Pelewe the (ede of this diſencion, 
Amonge thele kynges if ye take hede, 


By which in Fraunce many man was deade. 


Than Bꝛounchilde gan to chaunge chere 

To Bochas ſayde with face full cruel: 

Not long agon thou kneweſt not the maners 
Ok my liuing but a (mall parcell, | 

Me ſemeth nowe thou knowelt euery del, 


So that pe may wythout lenger ſtrife 


Syt as a iudge that knoweth lo wel my life, 


W han thele bzetherne ſtode at diſeoꝛde 
Eche agayne other by moꝛtall violence, 
Under a colour to treate of accozde 
With many a maner fapned diligence, 
| Chilperik 


dk John Wothas 


Chilperik there beyng in pꝛelente 
Wyplom bzother to Sigebert the king, 
Was ſla:ne among tye by falle conlpiriug. 


On whole death auenged foz to be 

As Sygebert did him leife auaunce, 
Among the peace he ſlaine was parde: 
Nat (o(qd Bothas) but of falſe gouernacice 


Fol. x: vil. 


De in trouth was gendꝛed of ron twayne: 
Which in his dying me liſt nat loꝛ to fayne 
Left ſonnes two, the ſtoꝛy ye may rede, 
Theobarte and Theoderyke to ſuccede. 


Bochas (ad che though thou turne vp ſo doã 
The (aid tones reherced here in dede, 
Folowing the malice of thyne opinion 


Ok pour miſliuing fyl this vnhappy chaunce, Maugre thy wil fozthe J wyll pzocede 


That Sygebert was murdꝛed in ſothnelle 
POnei by occaſion of your doubleneſſe. 


Folowing the traces of newe kangylneſle 
Gaine Sygebert ye wꝛought full fally, 
IWhan pe loued of frowarde doubleneſſe 
Landztke the erle of Champapue a of Bzy, - 
Foz by your outrage and pour greyt foly 
The king was ſlayne,and ye dyd aſſent 

In a fozeſt an hunting whan he went, 


Which called was the fozeſt of Compyne, 
Alas(quod che) ⁊ bzake out complaining 
Bochas, Bocy3as,thou doeſt ſoze vndermpne 
All the ſurfetes done in my liuing, 

Thou knoweſt the death of Sigebert ß big, 
Whiche Þ was w2ought alas by mine aſſent, 
Howe knoweſt thou # were nat there pꝛelẽt⸗ 


Of thele debates and of all the werre 
With rebukes reherced here in vayne, 
In teher ſalle greatly thou doeſt ecre, 
Foꝛ I caſte be right wele certayne 
a n my defence to reply agayne 

t was nat J che that thou doeſt mene, 
It was Fregundis the luſty yonge quene. 


This Fregundis thou alt vnderſtande 
Rigyt womanly and fapꝛe ofher vilage, 
Chiiperik was whylom her hr(bande, 

Fo: her beauty toke her in mariage 

By her traines and her great outrage. - 

Be was after{the ſozy who liſt rede) . 
At miſchete laine,thoa Qalt ſo finde.in dede, 


Though ve by langage make ſtrong defence 
n theſe matters, which cauſe me to muſe 
haue againe you loſt my pacienee, 
That ſo ſubteily wolde pour (elfe excuſe 
Contrattonlip your trapnes pe abuſe: 
Fo2 Clotapze I baue ſo ted parde 
Was not engendzed ol Sigebert,noz of the. 


Jremembze full wele that I haue ran 
hat Chilperyk though pe therat; | 


Kecozde of auctours that pzudent be 


As J began, take therto good hede: 
Che fyz\t Theoderik thou ſhalt vnderſtande 
Coſin Germaine was to my hulbande. 


King of Burgoine that time, and another, 
He of hatred and indignacion 

Slewe Theobart, whiche was his bzother; 
His wyfe and childzen,foz Gozt concluſion 


VD hich in the mighty famous region 


Of àAntralie reigned as loꝛde and kyng, 
Vhat euer thou laieſt this is trouth a — lea⸗ 
= 4 B  (unge 
Nay nay(qd Bochas) it was all otherwyle, 
IJ may nat luffre howe pe go there amonge, 
Ill this langage of newe tyat pe deuiſe 
B2ought to a pꝛete concludety vpon w2onge: 
What Cold we _— this mater dzaw alog 
Pour (elf were cauſe wher pe be loth o2 faine 
By Theodozik Þ Theoberte was ſlaine, 


The grounde herof gan pertell of enupe 

By your froward bzennyng couetile, 
Which ye had onely to occupie 

To rule the lande after your owne gyſe: 
And if Ichall plainly here deuiſe 

Ok thele miſcheues reherted. god do bote 
Pe were your (elfe ground, chete crop, & rote. 


Quod Bꝛounchylde J conceiue wel and ſe 
pe of pour partie haue loſt all teuerence, 
pour ſelfe enarmed to chewe pour eruelte 
ainſt me, touching the violenee 

two ſlaughters teherted in ſentence? 
Firſt how Tyeodrtk his bzother ſlew i dede, 
Called Theobatte a pitous thing to rede, 


An at te in 24154 0 ERGet | 
Him ſelfe after ſtrangled with poylun. 
His wie, his childꝛen, hewe in peces an | 


As ye(quod Bochas)make here mencion | | 
Some parte is trewe but nat al your tale: 
Foz J ſappoſe pe ſbould were pale 
Foꝛſhame of toing which ye tan nat excuſe, 
Wyan Theodertk beginaeth you to accuſe 

1133 03 815026302,033 eee = 
He put on you the crime of falfetreafon, 

| Dd.iiu. 


ve 


The ninth boke — 


pe flewe his wife and childzen alſo, 


Him ſelfe alſoye murdꝛed by poiſon: 


J would wete what ye coude (ay hereto: 
Alas(qd che) what Gould J do, 

Was neuer woman in hie noꝛ lowe eſtate 
All thing conlidꝛed moze infoztunate, 


F otune of me ſet now but lyttell pꝛice 

By her krowarde furious violence 
Turnyng her whele and viſage ofmalice, 
Cauſeth to me that no man yeueth credence: 
Had in diſpite, voide of reuerence, 
And by foztunes mutabilite 

Sole, abiecte and fall in pouerte. 


O Bochas John foz choꝛte concluſion 


Thou mapeſt againe me thy ſtyle auaunce, 
J haue deſerued to haue punicion: . 
Ind al the pꝛinces & barons now in Fraũce 


Crie out on me and aſke auengeaunce, 
Kefuge is none no2 recure in this thing 
Tho w Clotarie my ſelfe be crowned king. 


Fo: my defautes foule and abhominable 
Tofoze the iudges of all the parliament, 
J was foziudged # founde alſo culpable, 
Oft cuery crime conuicte by iudgement: 


' IWyne accuſours therebepng pzeſent 


Ot one and other ſtanding a great route, 
Marked w fingers of folke p ſtode aboute. 


Fo2 very ſhame J did mine eyen cloſe 
Foz thẽ that gaured a caſt on me their ſight, 
But as folke may by tokens wele ſuppoſe 


Mine eares were nat ſtopped halfe a ryght, 


Taken by fozce lad fozth by might 


By the hangman dꝛawe ouer hill and vale 


Dilmembzed after,# hewe on peces (male, 


With my blode the pament al beſpzapnt 
Thaked by foztune,ſuch was mine aue ture, 
The ſoule parted the body was lo fapnt: 
VLOho red euer of any creature 

That muche moze turment did endure? 
Pꝛayde Bochas to haue al thing in mynde, 
Wute her life and leaue nothing behynde, 


CLenuoy, 


= His tragedy of Bzoſichild þ quene, 
Lohe her ſtozy who lift yeue attens 
| RJ} eV Daynee [720 2:55 I 
Froward to red, cõtagious to ſene, 
And contrary to all good gouernaunce, 


Boꝛne in Spaine,crowned quene of Fraice 
Double ot tonge, vpfynder of treaſon, 
Cauled al that lande ſtande at deuiſion. 


From tho traines there coude no man flene, 
Soutſe a headlpꝛing of ſoꝛow & miſchaũce, 
Shed hony kirſt, Gange after as do been, 

- myzre medled w lugred falſe pleſaunce: 
hat eſaid encludedin variaunce, 
Maytreſle of murdze and of diſcencion 
Cauſed all that lande tande at deuiſion, 


Pꝛintes of Gaule might nat ſuſtene 

Great outrages,noz the great greuaunte, 
Nox the ſurfetes done in their yeres grene, 
B2ought þ kingdome almoſt to bttraunce: 
All of aſſent cried on her vengeaunce, 

The fame aroſe howe all that region 

In her faiſneſſe Rode at deniſion, 


The knyfe of murdze grounde was ſo kene 
By her malice of longe continuaunce, 

Her coꝛage fret with infernall tene 
Spared nouther kyn noz alyaunce, 

Papled her fozfetes and waped in balaunce, 
As Bochas wziteth the was the occaſion 
Which made al Fraunce to ſtand at deniſion, 


¶ Bdchas marueyling of the inalice 
and cruel te of Bzounchylt 
wziteth thug, 


— 


— Othas aſtonied gã inwardly mar: 
= 
7! 


| uaple, 
1 t Bzounchyldes matueplous res 


* 
- 


|Fyll in a maner ambyguyte 
herſayl 


e. 
owe any woman of reaſon Gould be 
> 6: ful ofmalice and of cruelte 


Lo ſee her kyn, and ſet at diſtaunce 


By deuilion all the realme of Fraunce, 


Bochas dempt it was nat credible 
Chat a woman uld be lo bengeable, 

In her malice ſo venymous and terryble 
Of ſlaughter and murdze to be culpable, 
The ſtoxy ſuſpecte helde it but a fable: 
One ly extepte that che dyd him exite 


With great inſtaunce her ſtoꝛy foz to wzite. 
Her trie on Bochas was very impoztune 
With 


Tolet tto7dze her flicitees, 


of Zohn Bothas 


YOith her vnhappy chaunges ol foztune 
Her dilclaundzed great aduerſitees, 
With her diffame repozted by countrees, 
No very grounde found in bokes olde 
But of confeſſion that che her lelftolde, 


That mine auctour reherced th ſolfpne ſtple 
ReherceGoulde her woꝛdes diſclaundzous, 
Her touring yeres.alſo foz to compple. 
Medled with her daies 5 were contrarious: 
Her fatall ende froward and furious, 
Wherofencombzed of very weryneſſe 
Cowarde Eraclius he gan his pen dzeſle, 


Che. iiii. Chapiter. 
CDYowe Eraclius the Emperour ſuſtapned 
hereſy, fyll in to dzopſye and licknes 
vncurable, a (o died. 
Fter Phocas with great honoure 
FE | andglozy | 
Ja Crowned emperour ok Rome the 


| — | cpte, | 
S — Jn whoſe time as ſaith the ſtozy 
The Romains ſtode in great perplexite, 
By them of Perce, that roſe with Coſdzoye, 
Whiche toke vpon him to be 102d and ſyʒe 
As a tpꝛaunt to trouble che empyze. 

(Refem 


Gate many a pꝛouinte # many a famous 
Th2ough all A lie, as the cronicle lapthe, 
Gan appzoche toward Jeruſalem, 

Akoze the towne pꝛoudl a ſ e ze he laythe, 
As a ty2aunt frowarde to Chziſtes fapthe, 
But Eraclius maugre all his might 


Sanyt of his head, ewe him like a knight. 


And by grace, whiche that is deuine, 

(This famous pzince this Eracliug 

In his beginning lew many a Darazyne, 
Holde in tho dates notable and gloziug: 
And in his conqueſt paſſing famous. 
Dyuers relykes ofthe croſfle he ſought 

Ind fc6 tho coũtreis many of the he bzought 


Was none ſo famous holde in his dapes 
As Eraclius the emppꝛe fox to gye, 

Noz moze manly found at all aſſayes 
Oek hie pꝛoweſſe noz in chyualrye: 

But whyan he gan (uſtainehereſpe | 
God toke from him within a littel ſpace ' 
Hts hap & weifare his foztune à his graces 


He gan ſuſtene and folowe certaine rites 
Of wylifulnelſe and frowarde fantaſy, 


Fol.xritt; 


Of a ſecte called Monarholites 
Which was a ſect of frowarde hereſy, 
Ind lith that he dzewe to that party 
The ſtozy telleth foz all his hygh eſtate 
(This Eraclius was neuer foztunate. 


Where he was firſt dꝛad on the ſee and land, 
Namely of Sarazins,foz al his chyualtp. 
Grace a foztune from him wd2zew her hand: 
Foz whan he fyll in to hereſy 

He was trauailed with ſuch a dꝛopſy 

(That ther withal he had a frowarde luſt, 
Euer to dzinke and euer he was a thurſt, 


In tho dapes founde was no leche 

Albe that they were ſought on ethe partye, 
The ſapd pꝛince that coude wyche oz teach 
Him to releue ok his dzopſye, 

Made faint æ feble wyth a great paulſpe: 
Thus in lictzenes he hath hys dayes ſpent, 
By vengeacice flapne w infernall turment. 


Ok Eraclyus this was the wofull ende 
As is reherced, layne with licknes, 

Out of this woꝛlde whan he would wende 
Al hole the empyze Code in great dyſtres: 
Foꝛte of Sara ins dyd them lo oppꝛeſſe, 
And day by day dꝛewe to decline | 
By his ſonne called Conſtantine, 


| The.vb.Chapiter, 
g Howe Conſtantine the ſonne of Eracling 
(uppozting errours and hereſp was 
mur dꝛed in a ſtewe. 
Diche was his lucceſſoure ag made 
is mencion, 


— In whole time thꝛoughe his greate 
Saraſins did great oppꝛeſſion 

Spoyling the countrets ot all Lumbardy: 
And Conſtantine of wilfuli logardy 
Da ted his daies, till he hath bzought 
All the Emppꝛe almoſt to nought. 


Gaine Chaiſtes faythe in eſpeciall 

He gan of malice his wyttes to applye, 
Ind was therto enemp full moztall 

And chefe ſuppoztour of falſe hereſte: 
And towarde Rome faſt he gan him hie, 
Spoyled temples of many ryche ymage, 
Ind by watec after toke his paſſage. 


Co Conſtantinople faſt he gan him hie, 
By Scrcil the way was al moſte mete, 


It 


It Spꝛacuſe I lynde that he did ariue, 
And foz the ſeaſon was erceſſife of hete 


Wyich in his labour made him foz to ſwete, 


And ſecretly he gan him leite remue 
To be bathed in a pzeuy ſtue, 


| Ol eunp there he was eſpyed, 
His owne knightes like as it is founde 
"MI By conſppꝛation certayne of them alyed 
| Fil vpon him with charpe lwoꝛdes grounde 
And mercileſſe with many moztal wounde 
They ſie we him there on him they were ſo 
Amdd the ſtewe naked as he ſtode. (wode, 


iq; After whole death they dyd the ſelfe auaũte 
| To chole a knight bozne in Irmenye, 

Ok the empyze toke the gouernaunce 

And to ſuppoꝛte falſly their partie: 

But Conltantine ſucceding of alte 

Beyng next heyze the trouthe foz to ſue, 

To hun that was murdzed in the ſtewe. 


Called Conſtantine as his father was, 
Right notable in actes marctall: 
Moe wyſcly gouerned ſtode in other cas. 
L yke a p2ince by iugement royall, 

Of manly herte and cozagenaturall 

$ | The conſpy2atoars firſt of all he flethe, 

1 That were allented to his fathers deathe. 


3 To great encreace ofhis famous renoun 
14  . Graceof god did him enlumine 

13 Conſtantinople in that royall town 
Olde hcrelie to ceaſe and to fyne 

Two hundzed bithoppes x eke alſo nyne 
He made aſſemble to ſtande at defence 
Ok Chailtes faythe, of manly pꝛouidence. 


He was eke buly churches to reſtoze 

All heretikes manly to withſtande, 

Their opinions examined well befoze? 

And whan the trouth was well vnderſtonde 
Like Chaiſtes knight liſt foz no man wonde 
To puniſh them iuſtly by rigour 

Without excepcion of perſon oz fauour. 


Okt him in Bochas litelmoze I rede 
Noꝛ of his empire J kynde none other date, 
Spared no heretikes fo2 golde noz mede, 
It Conſtantinople he paſſed in to fate 
Whan Bulgarence gan with him debate, 

A A frowarde people wilfull and recheles 
Gauethem a tribute ko to lpue in peep. 


— 
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The.vi.Chapter. 
Howe Giſulphus was lain? x hig 
wpke ended miſcheuoully in le⸗ 


cherye. 


Raw Gilulphus to Bochas on 
lyte. 


ering, 
A famous duke and notable in hyg 
With weping epen pitouſly plainin 
With whome alſo came Rimulde his wyke, 
Which that liued euer in ſozow ⁊ ſtrife; 
Pet was che both of byzthe and of lynage 
Night excellent, and tayze of her vilage. 


Dire thildꝛen had this famous quene 

By Giſulphus gotten in martage, 

Wonder ſemely and goodly bnto ſene, 

And foꝛtunate by pꝛoceſſe of their age, 

Albe they: father felt great domage 

By the werres he had in his lining 

With Cathamus, that was of Narces king. 


This Cathamus with many ſtrong batayle 
Is diſtended, and take the way tight 

Ok duke Gilulphus the landes to aſſayle, 
Togither met in ſtele armed bꝛight: 
Gilulphus llaine, his people put to flyght, 
And Cathamus w ctronge & mighty hande, 
Toke poſſeſſion ⁊ conquered all his lande. 


After whoſe death Rimulde the ducheſſe 
Greatly aſtonied, pale of her viſage 


To the caſtell of — — gan her d:eſle; 


With her knightes of ſtronge a fel coꝛage: 
Cathamus made after his paſſage, 
Lapde a ſiege, caſt him to ieoparte, 

Dis ly fe and body rather than departe, 


About the taſtell armed as he ſtode 
Like a pzince ſate knightly on his ſtede, 
Upon the walles as Rimuldis abode 
FreQly beſene in her purple wede, 
And of the ſiege gan to take hede: 
— loke bnwarely as che caſt alyde 

he (awe the king afoze the caſtel ryde, 


So lite a pꝛinte and a manly knight, 
She gan on him loke wonder narowe, 
The god ol loue perced though her light 
Vnto her hearte marked with his aro we: 
That of the ſiege che toke but litell ſozowe, 
Made the ſoyle ſo plyaunt of her thought, 
Jud ol her taſtell che (et almoſt right _— 
| n 
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And foz to accompliſhe the hole entencion 
Ok her falſe luſt in any maner thing, 

She is agreed by compoſicion 

To yelde the taſtell in haſte vnto the kyng, 
She fo: to come without moze tarping 

L yke a ducheſſe her ſelfe to pꝛeſent 
Where as the king ſate armed in his tent. 


The people within pꝛiloners tage, 
er four ſonnes toke them to the light, _ 
due cauſed that che hath fozſake right; 
Her blode, her kyn, where it were w2onge oz 
Ind Rimulde the ſpace ot al a nyght 
With Cathamus had all her delite, 
And euer after he had her in diſpyte. 


And by the kyng che was refuſed, 
Twelue in nombꝛe $Þwelledin en, 


Molt frowardly her beauty hath abuſed, 
Ok her nature the was ſo lecherous 

And to reherce it is contagious | 
Howe che wext after ſo abhomynable 
To be aquainted with gromes of ß table. 


It were but vapne to tary on this mattere 
Oꝛ any longe pꝛoceſſe foꝛ to make, 

Her ſtoꝛy is contagious foz to here 

But fynally at myſchete ſhe was take, 
Foꝛ a ſpectacle fetched on a ſtake: 

Set vp alokte myne auctour telleth ſo, 
Died in diſtreſſe foz conſtraynt of her wo. 


(The. bii. Cha piter. 
C Of Juſtinian the falſe extozcioner exp⸗ 


led by Patrician, after both noſe and 
eyencut from hts head; 


. Who in knighthode lyſt haue experience 
Muſt eſchewe ryotous ydelnefle, 

By pꝛudent and entyze diligence 

Large with diſcrecion, manly v6 e, 
To hygh empꝛiles his cozage dzelle, 


Fol. cxuiii. 


And be well ware on eche party 
Him to pzeſerue from all flogardye, 


The which greatly hath appayzed 

Is it is remembzed of olde antiquite, 
Cauſed Romapnes to be diſpayzed 
By froward luſtes hindzing thetr cyte, 
Ind appalled their old pzoſperite, | 
Ok whiche defautes came to playne blyue 
To John Bochas empervars fyue. 


As many kinges ofthe ſame nombre; 
Which by flouth were afoze oppzeſſed, 
LOhom that ſlouth whylom didencombze: 
(Their names by and by here expzeſſed © + 
To mine auctoz they haue their cours dꝛeſſed 
Like their degrees to (peke in wozdes ewe, 
Juſtinian firſt gan his face Gewe, 


Nat Juſtinian whylom ſo vertuous 

And ok pꝛudent gouernaunce lo notable, 
But Juſtinian Temeratius 

Double of his dedes, falle and diſceiuable, 
Ot his pzomple diuers and vnſtable, | 
Whylom eriled by Patrictan | 

Foz extoꝛcions that he in Rome began, 


Dis nole & eyen Patrician gaue in charge 
To be cut of by furious cruelte, 

And of the empyze that was ſo wyde t large 
Leoncius next gouerned the cite, 

And thzough fozrunes mutabilite | 
The ſame Leonce by Tibery was caſt dotth, 
His epen put out, and died in pꝛilon. 


Tiberius after ſerucd of the ſame, 
His nole cut ot, from his ſee put doun, 
Fo: a rebuke and a perpetuall hame 
To a cite that called was Cerſon, 
Without mercy fauour 02 raunſon 
Exiled he was, puloned as a thefe 

By longe turment dyed at milchefe. 


he. vill. Chapter. 


S bowe Philippe the Emperour 
at miſtheke; 


xt to Bochas came Philip on the 
Wei rynge 

E dV LOboſe Empyzeno whyle dyd en⸗ 
dure, 


Lyke anheretyke curſed ok liuynge, 


and 


: 
. 
{ 
11 
by 
Ei 


Ind odious to euery creature 

Bete dowu ymages; and many frech picture 
Ok holy ſayntes, which in their ttples ſtode 
Wherby Komains-dempt Þ he was wod. 
Purſued he was by amanlykmight 
Called AnaCaſe, and put out ot his place: 
And in Cecile of very foꝛte and might 

Ve did his eyen out of his head arace, 

By iudgement his vylage to diface, _ 
Semblably as he by great outrages 

Ok Chꝛiſtes faythe diffaced the ymages. 


Died at milchefedyzked with blindneſſe, 
Than Anaſtaſe toke poſſeſſion, 

In whole time bokes beare witneſſe 

Ind cronicles alſo make mencion, 

Ol the emppꝛe was made deuilion, 

That firſt was one parted in to twayne 
Wherot mine auctoz in maner doth cõplaine. 


<# The.ir.Chapter, 


¶ Howe Anaſtale was compelled to leaue 
the empyꝛe to be a pꝛeeſt and line 
in pouerte. 


She reherteth in his opinion 
And thervpon doth a grounde deuile, 
Cauſe and rote of their deuiſion 
Toke oziginall of falſe couetiſe, 

And cerioully he telleth here the giſe 


In to þ church whã tiches bꝛought in pꝛide, 


All perkeccion anone was let alyde. 


The poꝛe ſtaffe, and potent of doctryne 
Wyan it was chaunged and liſt nat abyde 
In wylfull pouerte, but gan anone decline 
On ſtatelypalfrays and hie hozſes to ryde, 
Shoꝛtes of heer were allo layde alyde, 
Turned to copes of purple and ſanguine, 


Sowues of ſcarlet furred with hermine, 


Slendꝛe fare of wyne and water clere 
With abſtinence of bzeade made of whete, 
Chaunged tho dapes to many fat dinere 
With confect dzinke and ypocras (ſwete, 


Ill lobernes did his boundes lete, 


Dcarſneſle of fode left his olde eſtate, 
With newe exceſſe gan were delicate, 


Soſtly liuing inthe churche appalled, 
Cauſed Grekes withdꝛaw them in {ſentence 
From the pope, in Peters place ſtalled, - 


The ninth boke 


And liſt to him do none obedience: 
Falle auarice cauled this offence 

That the Grekes did them lelfe deuide, 
Fro the Romains foz their great pzide, 


Thus couetiſe and falſe ambicion 


- Did firſt great harme in the ſpirituall, 


Bꝛought in diſcozde and diuiſion 

gs — in their eſtate ropall: 

Who clibeth higheſt molt perilous is his fall. 
Recoz2de I take of the fozeſatd Anaſtace 

By Theodolie put out of his place. 


This Theodoſie dyd his buſy paine 
On Inaltaleſach werre foz to make 
That maugre him he did him lo conſtrayne 
That he was fayne the empyze to fozlake: 
Foz feare and dzede he dyd vpon him take 
The oꝛdet of pꝛieſthod from þ imperial ſe, 


Content with littel liued in pouerte. 


The. x. Cha piter. 


howe the head of Lupus king of Lom⸗ 
bardy was ſinyt of by Grimaldus. 


A theſe chaunges remẽbꝛed by wozi⸗ 
tinges | | 

Like as J haue tolde here in partpe, 

Came to Bochas four mighty kinges 
Neigning echone ok olde in Lombardie, 
After the maner and gyſe in Barbarye: 
They were arayed in their paſſage 

With hear frogrowen body and vilage. 


Their berdes raught to their nauil doun, 
Their garnementes of colours manpfolde 
With bꝛod baudzikes enbꝛaced enuyzon 
Large buckles & pendauntes of fyne golde, 
They: bzech enbzoudzed after þ gyſe of olde 
Fret with perle legge ſtocked to the une, 
Playnynge to Bochas of their aduerlite. 


Their hone were raced krechly to the tone 
Richely tranſuerſed with gold wyze, 

And theron ſet many a ſtronge ſtone . 
Gayne Phebus light one bꝛight and clere, 
Theſe lombarde kinges gan tapꝛoch nere: 
Che fyꝛtt ol al the king Lupus 

Unto Bothas gan to complaine thus, 


Bochas( quod he) as foz my part? 
Foz to reherce by ſhoꝛt concluſion 


One 


Ot Zhon Bothas 


One Grymaldus a pzinteok Lombardy; 
Hath me encloſed out of myregion, 

Ind cruelly enchayned me in pziſon 

And after that did a ſergeannt ſende, | 
Smyt of mpne head a there I made an ende. 


The:xi.Chapter, 


CHowe the heade of Merins was 
(mit of by Comperton, | 


— lobard king, famous ok richeſle, 
Which toke on him of ſurquedoug pꝛoweſſe 
Foz to compaſſe the diſttuction 

Ok a pꝛince called Comperton, 


Which ware allo a crowne in Lombardye: 
Atwyrt both was werre and great diſtaũce, 
But all the people and loꝛdes of Pauie 
With mighty hande # marciall gouernaunce 
The (aid Alexius bzought bnto miſchaunce: 
And Comperton eſcaped from ali dzede, 

Ok moztal vengeauncelet (nite of his heade. 


The rit, Chapiter. 
z how Iriperton was dꝛowned with 
his ryches. 


ter whoſe death pitouſip playning 
Yay Tofo Bochas came Ariperton, 


Whiche like a fole of high pꝛelumpcion 
All cauleleſſe toke occaſion 5 

Ok volunte, there is no moze to lap, 
Agatne the duke of Bagaroys to werrep. 


(Theſe pzinces twayne taken haue the felde, 
And of Friperton the party gan apapze, 
His aduerſarp anone as he behelde 

His cowarde her te gan fall in diſpapze, 
Into Pauie foz feare he gan repapꝛe: 

Toke his treaſour in pur pole anonright 
Foz uery dzede to take him to the flight, 


Tokea veſſell and entred is the ſee 

With ſodaine tempeſt aſſailed a derkneſſe, 
His barge periſhed by great aduerſite, 
And was dzovoned w al his great rycheſſe: 
Lo here the fyne of woglvly wzetchydnefle, 


Of Lombardy whilem lozd and king 


Namely of them to get great trealours 
That gyn werte agayn their neighbours. 


Che xiii. Chapter. 
CYHowe Dediere by Pope Adzian and 
Charles of Fraunce was put to 

tktltight, e died at miſchete. 


Erne to Borhas with hcuye loke and 
chere i 
— Kingof Lombardy chewed his pꝛelẽce, 


Called in his time noble Dediere, 


Notable in armes and of great excellence, 
Ind where his father had done oſtence 

To the Pope and full great dureſſe, 

This king caſt the domageg to redzefe; 
Agiſtolphe was his fathers name, 
Whiche to the Pope did great aduerſite, 
Foz whiche his ſoune to cncreate his fame 
Ok ropall fredom and magnanimite 

And of benygne lpberalite, | 
Gaue to the Pope with humble reuerence; 
A ſtately cite that called is Fagence, 


Therwith he gaue treaſour and great good 
Is he that liſt of fredome nat toſpare, 
A mighty caſtell whiche on Tybze ſtod 


Whiche is a cyte plapnly to declare 
Ok antiquite myne auctour telleth ſo, 


And ſtant vpon the ryuer of the Poo; 


This Dediere reigning in Lombardy 

Gan were famous at his beginning, 

Had a great name vpon eche party: 

But in the erthe is nothing abyding, | 
All tant on chaunge, a foztune in wozkyng 


$ founde vaſtable & double of her vyſage; * 


hich of this king chaunged the cozage; 


There he was large on enety lide 

Lyberal founde in many ſondꝛye wyſe, 
His goodlyhede was chaunged in to pꝛyde 
And his largeſſe in to couetpſe, 

Ok doubleneſſe he gan anone deuyſe i 
To clayme agayne (as ye hall vnder ſtand) 
His ſaide gyftes out ot the Popes hande. 


LOhiche Dediere had made aliaunce 

Is the cronicte maketh mencion, | 
With king Pepin reignyng tho in Frannce, 
After whole death to haue poſſeſſion 

And fulllozdhyp ok ali that region 


Ee.i De 
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ithin the boundes #102dHyp of ferrare: 
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The ninth bone 


an ol newe fall at diſtaunte, 
YE ib the Pope # with the king of Fratice, 


Of pꝛeſumpcion theſe wertes he began 


Againe his pꝛomiſe, ot double vartaunce, 
Pope in tho daies was holy Adꝛian 
Which to ipnt the troble a gret milchaſice, 
Required helpe ofthe king ol Fraunce: 
And great Charles in Bochas as J rede, 
Came to the Pope to helpe him in this nede. 


Charles that time was chele pzotectoure 
To holy churche their pauis and defence, 
Whiche of hole hert and dyligent labour 
With Dediere by manly violence 

He met in Tuſkte of knightly excellence, 
Had a batayle to pzeue their might 
Charles victoz Dediere put to flyght. 


As J fynde hefled in to Paute, 

Woꝛthy Charles layde a ſiege afozne 
Conſtrapned them vponeche partye 

Fo: lacke of vitaile they were almoſt lozne, 
They wanted licour grapne and cozne, 

By (odayne conſtrapnt a great aduerſyte 
To king Charles they yelded bp the cyte, 


Kyng Dediere was ſent in to Fraunce 
With mighty chaynes fettred in pziſon, 
Like a wzetche in loꝛow & great penaunce 
Died at miſchefe there gayned noraunſon, | 
LVO1icy had afoze ſo great poſſeſſion, | 
Itter whoſe day by olde wꝛit ing 

Among lobardes was neuer crowned king. 


4 


The. xiiii. Chapter. 


«Of Pope Johan a woman with 
| Cchildeandput downe, 


Fter the Pinces reherced here tofozne, 

D20 ned in teares came a creature 

Like a byſhop rounded and ychozne, 
And as a pꝛieſt he had abzode tonlute: 


Her apparaple outwarde and veſture, 


Being a woman wherof Bochas toke hede, 
Lykea pꝛelate chape was her wede. 


She was the lame that of yoze agon 
Unwozthely (atein Peters place, 
Was afterwarde called Pope John 


A berdleſſe pꝛelate no heare ſene on her face, 
Ok her birth named was the place 
Maiente a cite ſtanding in Itaile, 

Upon the Reen full famous of vitayle. 


In her youth and in her tendze age 
Foꝛſoke her kyn, and in eſpeciall 
Caſt che would foz her auauntage 


Geut her to conning,body,hertaad all, 


And in the ſciences called Iyberall 
In all ſeuin by famous excellence 


By great ſtud che had experience, 


Her name couthe in many a diners lande 

— Gew her —— firſt —— ſhe _—_ 
erchyng pzoutnces came to Englande, 

No wight — but 8 che was a man: 

Came to Rome her ſtoꝛy tell can, 

Taught Grammer, Sophiltry, and Logike 

Red in ſcheles openly rethozike, 


In the tyme ofthemperour Lotarye, 
Akter the death as made is mention, 
(Fro mine auctour if J Gall nat vatie,) 


Okthe Pope which called was Leon, 


The laid woman by election 
Iſtalled was, no wight (uppoſing than 
By no token but that Ge was a man. 


The boke of Soztes after that anon 

Ok auenture tourned vp ſo doun, 

She was named and called Pope John: 
Of whole naturall diſpoſicon 

Fyll by pzoceſſe in to temptacion, 

Quicke w childe the hour came on her than, 
Was deliuered at ſaynt Jhon Lateran, 


Aftek put downe foz her great outrage, 

I wyll on her (pende no moze labour 

But paſſe ouer all theſurpluſage, 

Ok her liuing and of her great errour: 
Turne my ſtile vnto the emperour 

Called Arnelde, & wzite his pitous chaunte 
Sonne to Charles 5 great king of Fraunce. 


To this Charles as bokes determine 
He was ſonne nat bozne in marpage, 
But begotten on a toncubine, 


Toke vpon him of ſurquedons outrage 
Without title, byꝛthe, oꝛ lynage 

Co ſuctede by fraude and falſe labour 
Among Romains to reigne as emperour. 


He was vngracious litting in that — : | 


In milchefe (pent his dapes euerychone, 
ith lyre and woꝛmes made inkoztunate, 
T'hꝛough ſxkyn and fleſhe fret vnto the bone: 
Craft of medicine noꝛ locour was ther none, 
So depe he was fret in his entraple, 
Died in diſtreſle no leche might auaple. 


here Bochas counſayleth 
pꝛintes to temembꝛe 
on Arnolde. 


Foz toremeinbze of this pzoude Frnolde, 


2 ne was nat in his pzide aſſayled 

With wolues, Tigres, noz Lions Cuapled 
Wity raupnous Beares noz wilde bozestra 
Nouther with other mighty champions 
LOhich haue conquered many regions, 
But with woꝛmes engeudzed-ofhis tynde 
The laid Irnolde was murdꝛed as J fynde: 


In ſuche diſioynt the ſaid Arnolde ſtode 
With lice and wozmes fret againe nature, 
That was ſo nie bozne of Charles blode 
—.— the paine to endure, | 
hiche was in ſothe an bncouth auenture 
That a pzince might nat be ſocoured 


Ok male woznes foz to be deuoured. 


A greate enlample who lyſt conſidze and ſee 
To pꝛinces al!,foz to abate their pꝛide 

Let them conlydze theyz kragplite 

To ſe an emperour to abide (ſpde: 


Thaſſauteof wozmes,and ley their boſte a- 


or At nolde wyſely aduertyſe | 
ow god hath power their pompe to chaſtiſe. 


mend of m_ did my pen encombze 

o2 the great abhompnacion, | 
Than to Bochas came the twelft in nombze 
Called Pope Jhon as made is mencion, 
Entring by fraude any falſe election 

To goddes lawe frowarde and contrary, 
Nat like a paſtour but lyke a marcenarye, 


of John Bochas 


Fol.xxbi. 


Called afozne he was Octauian, 

Nothing relembling Peters gouernaunce, 
Fro the time in Nome that he began 

To lit as Nope, he gaue his attendaunce, - 
To folow his luſt and his flechly pleſaunce, 
In hauking and hunt ing ſtode his felicite 
And amonge women conuerſaunt to be. 


Unto lurfete, ryot, and glotony, 

He gaue him wholy and toke of it no kepe, 
Greatly diſclaundzed he was of lecherp, 
Kept in his court without chame oꝛ d2ede 
Inombꝛe ot women. in cronicle as J rede: 
Two cardinals of purpoſe did entende 

His vicious like to coꝛreckte and amend, 


And ok entent theſe Cardinals two 

The churche eſclatidzed caſt them to redꝛeſſe, 
Made letters, ſent them to Occho 

Duke of Saxon, that he ſhould him dzeſſe 
Toward Rome. and of hie nobleſſe 
On hol churche to haue compaſſion, 
Wake ofthis milchefe iuſt refounacion, - 


This Pope Jhon whan he hath perceiued 
Ok thele Cardinals the maned of waiting, 
And howe the duke ß letters hath receiued, 
He to do bengeaunee made not taryeng, 
Bode no lenger this judgement peuing, 
Cut ofthe noſe felly of that one, 


Hand okß other, and both were called John. 


The emperour did his letters ſende 

To this Pope of hole affection, 

Ok his defautes he ſhould him amende: 

But there was found no cozrection, 

Foz which he was depoſed and put doun 

By Cardynals foz his curſidneſſe, 

Me liſt nomoze to wzite of his wzetchidnes, 


Foz his defautes & his gret outrage (uiſe 
This John put downeas yehaue herde de- 
Mine auctour after caught a = co2age 
Seing this miſcheſe in many londzy wyle 
In holy churche which that dyd aryſe, 
Among pꝛelates caſt him ſelfe blyue 

Their defautes openly to diſcryue. 


Ok their pꝛide and pꝛeſumpcion, 

And while be gan ſtudie in this matter 

De gan remb2e anone in his reaſon 

Upon a berle woꝛitten in p; Sautere (nere. 

(Touche nat my pzophetes = nigh the * to 
| t. u 03 


The ninthboke 


| — againe thẽ beware in dede and thought 
Ja no wopſe that ye maligne nought. 


Foz this cauſe as pe ſhall bnderſtande 
Touching this matter(plalaly as J rede) 
Wine auctour gan withdzaw his hande, 
Left his purpoleand koꝛth gan pzotede: 
(To whole pzelence oz that he toke hede 
Came a pzince duke Charles of Lozayne, 
Him beſought to wzite his greuous payne. 


«# The.rv. Chapter, 


ot Charles of Lozapne confounded. 
. with hunger, 


IJ FH Pad werre with þ king of Fraũce 
Called Hugh Capet, and as Jap- 
percepue 
An archebyſop to do the king pleſaunce 
Of hatred made his ozdinaunce 
Agayne this duke, & awayte vpon him let 
(That he him toke a bedde whan ye ſlept, 


(The ſaid byChop gan falſly bndermpne 
(This wozthy duke by full falle treaſon, 
Which as J fynde was called Inceline, 
And he was biſhop that time of Leon, 
Which by fraude and falſe colluſion 

* Tokethis pꝛince p was duke of Lozaine, 
And to the king he bzought him by a traine. 


By whome he was delinered to pꝛilon 

To Ozliaunce, and with chapnes bounde: 
What was his ende was made no mention 
But in a pyt hozryble and pꝛofounde 


Miſcheke with hunger did him ſoconfounde, 


That J ſuppole this duke of Lozaine - 
Conlumed was foz conſtraint of his paine. 


The xbi.Chapiter. 


Howe king Salamon whylom 
| < of Hungety was put rofight, * 


ter to Bochas there came doun 
c N Painces four, and eche foz his 
1 220 grefes tolde, and fyꝛſt Dala- 


mo 
That whylom reigned in Hungry 


Y 


Bothe fole and cowarde bokes ſpecify, 
Uoyde of reaſon, noyſed of ygnozaunce 
Ind at a point cou de no purueiaunce. 


Foztune alſo did at him diſdayne 

Foz he was nouther manly noz cozagivng, 
Again whom were wozthy knightes twain 
Herta was one with Laodiſlaus 

Famous in armes notable and vertuous, 
Bothe at ones on Salomon came doun 
And made him ſiye out of his region. 


Thzough his vnhapyy frowarde cowardiſe 
There was in him founde no defence, 
Flight was his chelde, liſt in no wyſe 
Gaine his enemies make no reſiſtence, 
Fapled herte to come to pꝛeſence ; 
To ſaue his lande, he dze de him lelfe ſo ſoze, 
Dk whom Bochas wit in his boke no moze, 


owe of 
ae” "1 dns 


A other kyngeput here in remembzaſce 
CalledPetroreygning in hungry, 
Fox his defantes agapne the kynge ol 
Pcalled Charles of malice and foly 
By indignacion this was his turmentrp; 
His epen put out ther was no better ſocour, 
And after llaine by dome of the emperour, 


The. rviit. Chapter 


2&Yowe Diogenes the Emperour was 
taken.andhis epen put out, 


Fter to Bochas there tame twain 
: | ontheryng 
Oude of Sweue fozmeſt as J 


rede, 

Againe themperour fyꝛſt malicyo 
Ws. uo, Þ reigning tho in dede: 
But fot his malice this was his fatal mede, 


Banyched to dwel amonge bealtes (auage 
Slaintin a fozelt fo2 his great outrage. 


Whan Conſtantine departed from thys lyfe 
Whiche of all Grece was loꝛde & gouernour, 
By matiage of her that was his wile, 


Of Jhon Bothas 


A knight Diogenes was made emperour: 
Foztune to him did ſo great faudur 
Conſtantinople holding in his hande, 

As (ouerapne pzince of al grekes lande. 


Pet ther were ſome that grutched theragain 
And had of him great indignacion, 
The king of Perce Belſet Tarquiniaine, 
Frohim by fozce toke manya region, 
Meſopotamie to his poſſeſſion 

Toke by ſtrong hand thzough his chiualry, 
Maugte Diogenes & almoſt all Surrpe. 


Belſet Tarquiniã made him ſelfe ſo ſtronge 
By manly foꝛce Diogenes to aſſaple, | 


And foz Diogenes thought he did him wꝛong 


He gan oꝛdaine great ſtuffe and apparaple, 
A day aſſigned they met in bataple: | 
Diogenes of froward auenture | 
He #his knightes bzought to dilcomfyture, 


(Take he was, a bꝛought by great diſdayne, 
In whom as tho there was no reſiſtence, 
To kinge Belſet called Tarqumiaine: 

Ind whan he tame to his pzelence 
Againſt him was peue this ſentence, 

To lie dowone plat and that king Belſet 
Should take his fote and on his tyzote let, 


This was done foꝛ an hie dilpite 
Diogenes bzought fozthe on a chayne, 
Without reuerence,fauour.o: reſpyte, 

At great feaſtes aſſigned was his payne: 
Ind alderlaſt put out his eyen twayne, 
(The whele of koꝛtune tourneth as a ball 
Sodayne clymbing aſketh a (odayne fall, 


(The.xrix,Chapiter, 


Fo: Chaiſtes fayth this mighty thampion 
This duke Robert armed in plate and maile 
With manly Godfray, Godfray de Bollion, 
Igaine turkes fought a great bataple, 

Foz Chaiſtes faythe that it Gould auaile, 
To luſtene the lawe in their entent 

To all the kinges of the Occident; 


Ok Turkes #Sarazins was ſo gret a nöbze 
Gaine Chaiſtes law gadꝛed in puiſſaunce 
The fayth of Chꝛiſt falſly to encombze, 
But there were made haſty oꝛdinaunte 

By kinges of EnglandNozmandy a Fraũce 
Firſt to ſocour did their buly paine | 
Godfray deBollion,Þ was dukeofLozaine; 


Which on Sarazins made a diſcomfyture 
Maugte Turkes foz all their great might, 
In which battaile Chziſt made him recure 
The felde that day to ſuppozte his right, 
Where Robert was found ſo good a knight 
That foz his nobleſſe by recozde of wzityng 
Ok Jeruſalem was named to be king. 


He aſſented nat to the election | 
Bycauſe of new that he did vnderſtande 


Bis elder bꝛother foz ozt concluſion, 


Pcalled awillyam was dead in Englande: 
Wolde in no wyle take p crowne on hande 
Ok Jeruſalem, but like a manly knight 

Came to Englande t̃oꝛ to clayme his right 


Ind yet oz he came he had knowledging 
Dis ponger bzother called Henry 

Had vpon him take to be crowned kyng, 
Tolde his loꝛdes and pꝛinces fynally 

He was next heyꝛe, entred rightfully 

As enheritour to ſuccede in that reem 
His bzother being king of Fheruſalem, 


Chow Robert duke of Nozmandy foughte God wot the catiſe ſtode all in other wyle 


with the Turkes,was named to the 
crowne of Jeruſalem,and 
died at milcheke. 


Woꝛthye Pzynce ſpoken ok in ma 

reem | 
= - Noble Robert duke of Nozmandy, 
Chole to the crowne of Jeruſaleem, 
But foz cauſe he did it deny 
Foꝛtune vnto him had enup: 
The ſame Robert next in oꝛdꝛe was 
(That came to playne his faul vuto Bochas. 


The ſaid Robert duke of Nozmandye 
Purpoſedhim by marciall empziſe 
From his bꝛother to take the regalpe, 
Tokehis pzinces and his chyualrye 
Thought he wold like a manly knighte 
Irryue in England, and reioyſe his righte. 


Both in one felde aſſembled on a dap, 
Thebzethzen twayne, ech td ſtrong party 
(To darraine and make no delay 
Eche with other to holde champarty: 
But whan theſe1lozdes the mifchefedid eſpy, 
They buſied them and were 3 

: e. ly | 1 


Fol. xx bn 


Atwene the bꝛetherne torefourme pees. 


The ſaid bzetherne were fully condiſcended 
Upon this poynt foz Hoxte concluſion, 


As in the acco2de was iuſtly compꝛehended, 


Henry to holde and haue poſſeſſion 
During his life of al this region, 
And Nobert chould haue foz his party 

A lumme ol golde with all Nozmandy, 


The thouſande poũde put in remembzaunce 
Eche pere to Robert ſent fro his region, 
Of which payment to make full aſſuraunte 
Was laydehoſtages as made is mencion: 
Bur pet of new fyll-a diſcencion | 
Atwene the bzetherne of hatred and enuy 
Fox acertainecaſtell Þ ſtode in Roꝛmandy. 


Which caſtell tonged of heritage 
Unto the kinges juriſdiction, 

Ol which the duke toke his auauntage 
Maugre the king and held poſſeſſion, 
Turned after to his confuſion: 

And whan the king this thing did eſpye 
With ſtronge hand came to Rozmandp. 


Where the duke was layde a ſiege about, 
Made ozdtnaunce to recure his right, 
Gate the caſtell, toke his bꝛother out, 
Empꝛiſoned him of very fozceand might: 
Left him alone out of all mennes light 
Fourtene pere, the cronicle wziteth lo, 
There he died in mucheke and in wo. 


: , 
Whyle Bochas was buſp in his labour 
is boke tacomplyſhe with great diligence, 
To him appered the great emperour 
Called Henry, ewed his pzeſence, 
Gan complaine vpon great offence 
Done to him, the miſchefe and diſtreſſe 
By his ſonnes great vnkyndnelle. 


The which ſonne was called eke Henry 
Greatly accuſed of ingratytude, 

Cauſe he wꝛought lo diſnaturally, 5 
Toke his father with koꝛte and multitude, 
Entreated him boyſteouſly and rude, 

And afterward there gayned no raunſon 
At great miſcheke,he dyedin pꝛylon. 


| The. rx. Chapite k. 


How Joceline pꝛinte ot Rages foz pzyde, 
flouth,and lechery, dyed in pouerte. 


Tye ninth boke 


Came Andꝛonicus loꝛde and emperour 


Bothe ok aſſent toke them to the flight: 


ern anne withtril @ ded vlage, 
= 8 VI |Unto Bochas tohew his heuines 
E iN Came Jocelyne, lozd and pꝛince of 


Phich is a cite famous of ryches: 

And this pzince(mine auctoz bereth witneſſe) 
Was greatly yeue to ſlouth and logardy, 
And all his luſt he let in lechery. 


Left his lozd@yp out ofgonernaunce 

Fo: lacke of wiſdome and diſcrecion, 

In llechly luſt ſet all his pleſaunce, - 

And of the countreis about him enuyzon 

He was nat had in reputacion: 

Certapne pzinces mine auctoz doth diſcryue 
Ok his loꝛdchyp caſt him to depziue, 


Amonge whiche the pzince of Xlapy 
Called Sangupne the ſtozy who lyſt le, 
To Joceline hauing great enuy 

Lapde a ſiege to Rages the cite, 

De beyng abſent ferre from that countre 
Ind thus foz llouthe # wylful neglygence 
RKages was take by mighty violence, 


And Joceline commanded to pꝛilon, 

To him foztune was lo contrarious, 

Loſt his lozd@yp and domination: 

Lo here the fyne of folkes vicious 
Slowe.delicat,pzoude,andlecheroug, 
Dyed in pouerte in milcheke and in nede: 
Ok vicious pꝛinces lo here the kpnallmede, 


Che. xxi. Chapit er. 
CHowe the emperour Indꝛonicus ſlewe all 


that were ot the blode royal, cheryſhed 
vicious people, and atter was 
hanged. 


AA very heire here and trewe ſucceſſour 
By election and alſo by lynage, 


Ok Conſtantinople,crowned king of age, 
Next to Bochas with triſt and pale vyſage: 
Beleching him to do his buly cure 

(To remembze his wokul auenture. 


Amongegrekes by ſtoꝛy and ſcripture 
This Indzonicus gouerned nat aright, 
Igaine lawe and eke agayne nature 
Founde with his ſuſter flechly on a night, 


Againe 


- of John Bothas 


Agayne him his tolyn was lo fell 
Loꝛde of that countre called Emanuell. 


Foz a time ſtode as a man exiled 3 
Foz his diſcecions & many an vncouth ftrife, 
By his pzinces after reconliled 

Standing in hope he would amende his lyfe: 
But in the tyme that he was fugitife 

He was made lozde & ſtode ſo foz a whyle, 
Reignyng in Pontus, ot Aſie a great Jle, 


In this whyle Emanuell was deade 
Fall in great age the ſtozy telleth thus, 
Hauyng a child, and he who liſt take hede 
Whyle he dwelled in his tathers houg 
Among grekes called Alexius, 

And the tutour that he was aſſigned to 
Pcalled was Alexius allo. 


The ſame that was aſſigned his tutour 

To ſe vpon him al the gouernaunce 

Had ful power as lozde and Emperoure 

Ind al the empire vnder his obeiſaunce, * 

Poe # loꝛdes gaue to him attendaunce: 
here that he were pꝛelent oz abſent 

Eche thing was done at his comaundement, 


I meane as thus, he had al in hand 


Conſtaatinople.a cite of great ſubſtaunce, 


But koz extozcions whych he dyd in the lande 
On his lubiectes, and foꝛ miſgouernaũce 
Among the loꝛ des it fyll in remembzaunce 
Al of aſſent in hert gan deſire, 


To Call Andꝛonicus agayae to his emppze. 


By aſſent reſtozed and crowned Emperour 
Conſtantinople entring the cite, 
Buſied him by fraudulent labour 

All the bloude bozneof the imperiall ſee 

Foz to be ſlayne by bengeable cruelte, 

By iudgement of this Andzonicus 
Except a paince called Jſacius, 


Thus in ekfecte the trouth was well ſene 

He was vengeable laſt in his olde age 
Right as he was in his peres grene, 

Felly gouerned, ful of falſe outrage: 

Laſt of al malicious of cozage 

Toke to cotilel in Grece he was thus named, 
Al ſuch as were dilclaundꝛed ozdiffamed, 


Homicides he had in his houſhoulde, 


Tirantes Þ wzought agayne ryghtwyſenes, 
Cheriched al that hardy were and bolde 


Fol. xt put. 
Widowes, wiues, æ maidens to oppꝛeſſe: 
Ribaudry was called genttines, 


Spared nouther he was ſo lecherous 
Women ſwozne chaſt,noz folke religious. 


Had alſo no maner conſcience 

To his ſubiectes, falſelye by rauine 
Toke what him lift by vniuſte violence, 
To al vyces hys youth he dyd enclyne: 
And all that were of the royall lyne 
LOere laine echone except Jſacius, 

Is J tolde erſt, by Andzonicus. 


And as J fynd fox him in hafte he ſent 


Foz this purpole to come to his pꝛeſence, 
To murdꝛe him this was his entent 

By diuers tokens and many euydence: 
And fully knewe the fine ol his ſentence 
He lyke a pꝛinte lyſt come no nere, 
Smpt of the heade of the Meſſanger. 


And After that of manly pꝛouidente 

Myd tye cite ſhewed him lyke a knyght, 
Pꝛapde lozdes to peue him audience 
Pꝛinces, and tudges,foz to do him ryght, 
That he might declare in their ſygyt 
Great iniuries ic; domages outragious 
Wꝛought by themperour called Andzonicus. 


O Citezins that knowe all the gile 
Ok pour Emperour called Andzonicug, 
Not emperour (o as pe lyſt aduertyle 
But a tiraunt cruel and furious, 

A falſe murderer, vengeable, a diſpitous, 
Hath of newe and froward falſe cozage_ 
Slayne of the Empyꝛe holy the lynage. 


There is aliue left none ok the blode 

Saue J alone of the royall lyne, 

Foz Indꝛonicus lyke a tiraunt wode 
Hath flaine echone bzeuely to termpne, (cline 
Dis (wozde of vegeaunce they myghte not de- 
Nowe purpoſeth he of m ye 

To lee me alſo that am of their alpe. 


Requiringe you in this conſiſtozy 

O cite3ins that here pzeſent be, 
Toremembze and call to memozy 
Howe this famous imperiall cite 
Hath aye ben redy to do equite, 


Buſy alſo of their nobleſſe = 


Wꝛonge of tirauntes manly to oppzeſle, 


ilolophers and Poctes eke deuyſe : 
ws ſophers and Poetes Se, J 
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The ninthboke 


In their (awes pꝛudent and notable, 


Blode ok tirauntes is noble ſacrifice 


To god aboue whan they be vengtable: 
And lith ye be ryghtkull, iuſt, and ſtable, 
In pour wozkes voyde of variatice 
Wee thys matter iuſtly in balaunce» 


The people echone al of one aſſent 

Fo outrages of thys Andzonicus : 
ut him downe by ryghtfull iudgement, 
n whole place was let vp Jſacius: - 

The ſayd riraunt frowarde and vicious 

Gan maligne and hym ſelfe dzeſſe 

In his detence to make a foztreſle, 


It holpe him not to make reliſtence, 

So as he ſtode voyde of al fanoure 

Seiged he was, and by violence | 
Maugre hys myhgt rent out of that tower, 
Spotted cruelly founde no better (ocour: 
Stode all naked quakyng in his payne, 

Ind fy2ſt rent out one of his eyen twapne. 


Ind ouermoze he had this rewarde 
Wythout help, ſocour, oz reſpite, 

Rode on an alle his face ſet backwarde 
The aſles tayle holdyng foz diſpite, 
Whoan to beholde the people had delpte: 
To po2e and ryche thzugh the cite 

Hym to rebuke was graunted libertes 


- Afteral this in a carte ſet 


Aud vengeably lad out of Þ toun, 
By dome hanged on an hye gybet 
The people on hym to hys conkuſion, 
Made clamour and terrible (oun; 


Wolde neuer fro the galowes wende 
| Cpllin milcheke by death he made an ende. 


CLenuoye, 
NE Nthis tragedy agaynſte Andzoni- 
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VB E(/||Bochas maketh an exclamacion 
SED jAgapne al pꝛinces vicious, 
Wyyle tyep haue power and dominacion 
By tirannye vlinge extozcion, 
Concludynge thus that theyz talſe liuing 
Ot tight requireth to haue an puell ending. 


Jndifferentlythis tyꝛant lecherous 


Of wyues a maidens made none extepcion, 
Folowyng his luſt froward a dilclaundzoug 
Spared no womaa ol reugion, 


Made wpues bꝛeake their pꝛofeſſion 
By violence, peyle wel al this thing 
Ok tyght requyzety to haue an yucll endyng. 


Moſt inmurdze he was contagious 
Ok innocent blode to make effuſion, 
Uengeable allo agapne al bertuoug, 
Againſt his kynrede ſought occaſion 


Co ſlee them,fro whpch that he came doun; 


Which conſidered all ſuch fa 


wozking 


 Ofright requireth to haue an puell endynge. 


Bochas manaceth pzinces outrag ious 
Whyche by their pꝛoude hateful abuſion 

To god and man of wyll contrarioug, 
Daupyng in herte a falſe opinion 

Al tho that bene in their ſubiection 

They may deuour their power lo ſtretchyng, 
Which Gal not faile to haue an yuell endyng, 


Noble pꝛinces pe that bene deſirous 
To perſeuer in pour dominacion, 
Ind in al vertue to be victozious, 


Cyheriche trouth and put falchede doun, 


Be merciable meaſured by reaſon: 
Ok Indzonicus the lurketes eſchewyng _ 
(That pe by grace map haue a good endyng. 


Che. xrii. Chapter. 


¶ Ot Iſacius made blynde and 
take at miſchefe. 
A5 is reherſed whan Jſaciug | 
Had all the Empire ty his poſſeſſion, 
To auenge the deth of Jndzonicus 
Conſtantinople in that royal toun 
I bzother of his there came doun, 


With a baſin bzenning bꝛight as glede, 
Made him blind, ol hym no moze I tede⸗ 


Except Jſaciug was take at miſchefe 
Ok him that w2ought his diſtruction, 
Liyng awayte as doth a pꝛeuy thefe 
Toke the Emperour, put him in pzilon: 
Uengeably dyd erecuſion 

As is remembzed with a baſyn bꝛight, 


* Bzennyngred hote and lo he loſt his light. 


A ſonne he had called Jlexius 

Tendze of age, caſt him to ſuccede, 

By his tutour falſe and contraridus 
Murdꝛed he was at miſchefe as J rede: 


The lame tutour purpoling as in dede 


Of Jhon Borhas 


Ok the empire by falſe colluſion | 
By fraude and mede to haue polleſſion. 


In this chapiterof him no moꝛe J fynde 
Reherced here in oꝛder by waitynge, 
But to mine auctour 8̊ pꝛoceſſe maketh mind 
There came in haſte Sangot of Egipt kyng, 
And with him came pitouſiy wepyng 
Mightye pꝛinces Soudans twapyne, 
Reigning in Damas, their falles to coplayne 


Of Ylopye Salech was that one, 
Reigning in Damas of his true ryght, 
Cathabadyn there beyng eke (oudan 
LOhich in tho dates was holde a good knight 
And rightnotable in euery mannes light: 
And foz the Soudan of Babilon afer re 
Called Sala dyn oppzeſſed was with werre, 


Foz ſocour ſent to theſe pzinces twayne 
Co come in halt wyth all their chiualry, 
Dim to fuppozte and do their buſy payne, 
Enfozce their myght to ſuſtene hys partye: 
Whole requeſt they lyſt not deny 

AIbode no lenger but made them ſelfe ſtronge 
To ſtande with hym were it ryght oz wzong, 


Ot thys matter the lubſtaunte to conclude 
(Thele pzinces came Salech a Cathabadyn, 
02 their guerdon they founde ingratitude 


[ 


nthis fozſayde Soudan ae 
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Founde him vnkin de, plainly thys is the fyne 
From their eſtates as it was after knowe 
Diſgraded ths both, à bzougyte the ful lowe. 


Of him in ſothe they had none other mede 
oz their labour,noz foz their kyndnes, 
fyll after in Bochas J hot rede 

Foz he fozthwith leaueth this pzoceſſe 
And vnto Robert doch his ſtyle D2eſſe +5 
Called Farentyne reigninge in Taurence, 
Vhpo lo ſt his lozdyp by ſodayne violence. 


(This to ſay he reigned but a whyle, - 
Toys ſayd Robert loſt his gouernaunte. 
Next to Bochas tame Guylliam of Cecile 
Kyng of that coũtre loꝛde of great puiſſaunce, 
Loſt his kingdom thzugh foztunes variance, 
His eyen twapnerentout ot hys heade 

After died in milcyele and indzede. 


Which Guilliam reignyng in Cecile 
Was bydiſcent bozne nye of alye | 
To Nobert Guilterde,as bokes do compile, 


2 


That whylom was duke of Nozmandxe, 
Greatly deliting in chyualry 
With his bzother ful notable of renoun 


Wyich bzought Naples to ſubiection. 


be bothers name was Kogere, 

ich had a ſonne to be his enheritour 

Called Tancret as ſayth the croniciere 

Whith toke vpon him to reigne as ſucceſſonr:; 

Thus in Cecile Tancret was gouernour, 
apne whom by title ſought a fer 

Ok aliaunce he gan a moztall werre. 


Foꝛ a made that called was Conſtaunce 
That doughter was to the kyng Rogere, 
Wyych was ſet of ſpirituall pleaſaunce 
To be religious of hole hert and entere, 
Ind by recoꝛde of the croniclere | 
This Conſtaunce hath the wozld fozſake, 
Ind to religion hath her body take, 


Of this Conſtaunte the ſelfe ſame pere 
That che was bozne as made is mencion 
There was aclerkea great aſtronomere, 
Tolde of her byzth by calculation 

She ſhoulde caule the delolation 

Of that kingdome, by pꝛoceſſe of her age 


By the o 


Some that were to Tancret great enmp 
By their — — 
Moued the Emperour Þ Called was Henrx 
To take Conſtauntce from her religion, 

And by the Popes diſpenſacion | 
She wedded was to thẽperour by his might, 
By tytle ol her put Tancret from hys ryght. 


Wyth a great nombꝛe of Italiens 
The Emperour entred in to that region, 
But by fauour of Ceciliens 15 

Tantret long time ſtode in poſſeſſion: 
But thzough tranimutacion 
The (ame tyme to conclude in ſentence 
The ſaide Taocret dyed on peſtilence. 


2s ſons Gol was but yorge lndede : 

ith Cetiliens caſt him not to faile 

To kepe hys land and his ryght poſſede, 

et the Emperout wyth ately apparayle 

Burthe Emperor to great auamage 
ux to great auanta Þ 

Caſt othervwypſleof fraude in his — 


n onely of mariage. 


Fapningly duryng the dyſcozde 


The 


Was deſirous aboue al other thyng 


' Theninth boke 


The Emperour caſt another whyle, » 


Bya faſecolour to fall at accozde 

And pong Guilliam vngoodly to begile: 
Und2e treaty taken in Cecile 

Falſiy depꝛiued of hys region 


Sent to Jtaile,and thꝛowe in pꝛiſon. 


By wey ol treatp the ſtoꝛp who lyſt lee 
All concluded vnder falſe treaſon, 
With Guilliam take were his (uſters thze 
His epen put out foꝛ moze concluſion, 

He perpetually dampned to pꝛiſon: 
Dyed in pouerte loſt his enheritaunce, 
Lo here the fyne of woꝛldly variaunce, 


Further to w2ite as Jhon Bochas began 
After that Guilliam was put fro hys reem, 
Tohym appered Gupot Lucintan 

Choſe ing kynge of Jeruſalem, 


hole knightly kame Gone lyke the ſon beem 
Wyicy/by his noble: he whild dyd attayne 
Godfray pzeſent that was duke of Lozayne, 


But by the Soudannamed Saladine 


Ve. was enchaced of that digaite, 
Il woꝛldly pomp? d2aweth to declyne; 
So fo2 the conſtraint of his aduerſite 


The yeres paſſed ofhis pꝛolperite 


Wente in to Cipꝛes as a fugrtife, 
What fil after J rede not in his lyfe, 


Co make hys toplayntafterhym came one 
Which had ſtand in great perplexite, 

Erle of Bꝛpenne and was called Jhon, 
Whych afterwarde was kynge of the cyte 
Called Jeruſalem,and had alſo parde 

A faire doughter yonge and tender of age, 
Joyned after to Fredertke in mariage. 


Beyng that tyme loꝛde and Emperour 


Ok Jeruſalem to be gouernour, 

And of Ceeple to becrovned kyng: 

Whiche alderlaſt fo2 his ſubtyle. wozkynge 
Conſtrained was downe fro that partye 
To be a capitatae # lexue in Lombardye, 


The. xxiii. Chapter. 


C Of Henrytheeldeſt Sonne of Fres - 
derike the ſetonde myſcheucd 
| | rs bs | 


TP 4. to Bochas, croked, halte, and 
One called Denryecie foz to plaine 
=2=2The eldeſt ſonne vnto Frederike 
Whiche by ſikneſſe had felt great papue, 
Megre and pale contracte in euery vayne, 
Of whole langour the chefe occaſion 
Was that de lay ſo longe tyme in paiſon, 


A hys dyſeaſe at great aduerſite 


Ptauled was foz choꝛte concluſion 


By his fathers frowarde tcruelte, 

Is Bochas after maketh mencion: 

And thys — — generacion . 

Sonne vato Frederike lyke as it is founde 
Imeane Frederike called the letonde, 


This Henrp by diſcent ot lyne 

Df Cecyle fyʒũt was crowned kinge, 

Ind of Jeruſalem whoſe renome dpd ſhine 
Thzough many a lande at his beginnyng; 
And foztune alſo in her wozkyng 
Was to this Benry paſſyng notable, 
In al his wozkes inly fauourable. 


Ok his perſon he had this auantage, 

To all the people he was right acceptable, 
Well cõmended in his lourynge age 

Okchere face and loke ryght amyable, 

And of his pozte bery demure and ſtable, 
Called in his ginninge ſuche fauoure he hath 
Ok pꝛintes al very lyght # ſonne, (wonne 


But ofte it falleth that a glad mozning 
LOhan Phebus cheweth his beames bzighte 
(The day ſomtyme therupon folowpng 

With ſome derkeſkye is clipſed of hys lighte: 
And ſemblably thzough foꝛtunes myght 
This ſaid pꝛince by her falſe variaunce 
Fonde in her whele full noious greuaunce. 


Who map the furies of foztune appeſe, 

Her troubly waues to make them plaine e 
LOher me molt truſt they fynde moſt diſeaſe, 
Where double cozages ſtande in nocertaine, 
q dap is ofte meimt with raine, 
Thus of Frederike the great vnſtablenes 
Hath bzoughthis ſon in miſchete # dyſtreſle. 


This Frederike ſet bp in great fauour 
By the Popes diligent buſines 

Unto theſtate lyft vp of Emperour, 
But thzough his fatal frowarde DN 


of John Bothas 


Ok conetyle kyl in ſuch exceſſe, 
Toke vpon him the Patri to gye 
Ok Chziltes church. that parte doccup r. 


Fyl in the Popes indignation, : 
Counſaple noz treaty inxght none auaple, 
But of malice and pꝛeſumpcion , 
Caſt wyth the Pope to haue a great battaile: 
The layd Henry hys father gan counſaple 
Agapne the churche to do no violence, 


But him lubmit wyth humble obedience. 


The ſtrife atwene theſe eſtates 
Frederik made his ſonne to be accuſed, 
To hym of crymeleſe mageſtatis, 
Woulde not ſuffer he chould be excuſed: 
But lyke a man maliciouſip refuſed, 
By his fathers curſed falſe treaſon 

He was cõmaunded to dye in pꝛilon. 


Some bokes ſay he was taken @ bzought 
To his father of dome to haue ſentence, 
But lyke a man paſſed ſozow a thought 
IDhycy to hys lyte had none aduertence, 
Furiouſiy and wyth great vyolence 

As he was lad alas on hoz\bake, 


Dys hozſe fyl downe # ſo hys necke he bzake 


Some bokes reherſe ot hym and ſapne 
Yys father toke agayne hym occaſion: 
And whan he had tonge in cheynes layne 
At great miſchefe he dyed in paiſon , 

And ſome ſaye that he fyl doun 

Ok a bzidge as Bochas reherſeth hers 
And dzovned was in a depe ryuere. 


9 oF. | commendacion of B 
of ſuche as be kynde 3 
MN one in oꝛdꝛe myne auctour dyd bys 
To make a ſpetiall commendacion 

And by their kyndly inclinacion 

As bloderequireth and generacioti, 
To acquite thẽ lelte in thought wyll a dede 
Specially that none vnkindneſſe. 
Be founde in them foꝛ none aduerſite, 
Co conſider ofnaturall gentyines 


Ok luch as be diſpoſed by nature 
Without fayning vnto thep2 kinred, 
Co them appzopzed is mercy and pyte 


- Wyth moꝛtall woꝛde in nature repzouable, 


Fol.rtx, 


And to auoyde the kalle duplicite. 
That was in Frederik, whyche lo bukyndly 
Let lee hys ſonne that called was Henry, 


Byte is appꝛopꝛed to kynrede, 

Father and mother by diſpoſicion 

To cherpch they; chyldꝛen and eke fede 
Tyl ſeuen pere lawemazketh mencion: 
Ind as they be bounde of naturall teaſon 
That tyme paſſed their tendernes tenriyne, 
Unto foztune by vertuous dylcipline, 


Than aſter warde in theyz adoleſcence 
Uertuouſly to tech them and chaſtiſe, 
Noziſh them in doctrine and Science, 
Foſtre in vertue bices to dyſpyſe: F 
To be curteyſe pꝛudent (ad and eke wyſe: 


Foz whan they gyn wyth vertue in that age 
Gladly after they do no great outrage, | 


As it longeth toeuery gentle lygne 


And blode ropall by kyndly influence, 


To father a mother ſhewe them ſelfe benigne 
Ok humble hertes to do them reuerence; 

Ape to remembꝛe in their aduertence 

On ſpxe pzinces that wzought the contrarye, 
Foz wyhyche koztune was their aduerſarye., 


Eueriche to other founde was vnkinde, 
In curſed blode may be no kindneſſe, 


Pk one tarage ſauoureth tree and rynde, 


Che frute alſo beareth ofthe tre wytnes: 
And ſemblably the fathers curſednes 


Againe the childe is ofte (ene vengeable, 


Among whych Bzntus is rekened one, 
Next in o2der folowed Manlius, 


hilip Maulius and alſo Caſſius, 

— — fel and malicious, 
r o molt vengeably x 

Slewe his ſonne that called was Henry, 


This Frederik ayefrowarde and contrary 
Towarde his (on not gracious noz benygne, 


rom holy churche vngoodly he gan | 
| — theragayne —— — ag 


Ind lyke a man obſtinate and vndigne 


ped accurſed thzugh miſgonernaunce 
Oethout confeſſion oz repentaunce. 


Slewe their chyldzen by recozde euerychone, 


ewe Mankroye kyng of Poyle 
| was llapne. 


Exte too Bochagof Poylecame the 


' kynge, ch eral 

5 Began hys fall and complaynte to 
Pecitys | | | 
Called Manfrop, and foz hys falſe woꝛkyng 
Put downe and ſlayne cauſe ot his tiraunp: 
Lo what auayleth ſeptr oz regaly, 

To a tyzaunt which of violence, 

L.iſt to godwarde haue none aduertence: 


The. 


CYowe Ences kyng of Sardiny 
dyed in pꝛiſon. 


7'Pth loke downe calt,deadly, pale of 


M Ences nexte came 


| oun, 

Kvng of that lande to tell the manere 

Howe he werrayed agayne the myghty toun 
Called Bononia to his confuſion 

By them vequiched a wyth chapnes rotide 
Dyed in pꝛiſon lo long he lap there bounde. 


Folowig myne auctour called Bocas Jhon, 
In Satdinta, as he maketh mynde, 
Serpent noꝛ wolfe in that lande was none, 
Hauyng a well whych of very kynde 
Theues eyen the water maketh biynd: 

To true folke as he doth deuine 

Water thereof was helthand Medicine. 


There groweth alſo an herbe as bokes ſep 
Which that is ſo diners ot nature 

Who talteth therof laughyng he Gal dey, 
No medicine map helpe them noꝛ ſuccour: 
The touche therof ſtante eke in auenture , 
ku enter his mouth on any ſyde, 

Hethal alyue foz laughter not abyde, 


= The.xxvi.chapter, 
t Howe an other Frederyke was flayne by 
| iudgemente of hys 
| bꝛothet. * 
= Here was another frowarde Fre⸗ 
< | derike 


Sonne of Alphonce 
Lok Caſtyle, ; | © Sean 


The ninth boke 


.Chapiter, * poor 


5 Lge pop 


Ok cozage wode and ebe frantyke, 
His owne bzother tally to begyle 
Begana werre laſtynge but a whyle: ; 
Whoſe purpoſe was his bzother to dyſceiue 
And the crowne of Caſtile ta recepue. 


This Frederike came with a greate battaile 
Agapne his bꝛother foz the ſame entent, 

Ok his purpole yet he dyd kaple, Re 
God noz foxtune were not of aſſent: 

Take in the felde,andby indgement 
Ok his bzother foz his great treſpace, - - -- 
Slayne openiy he had no better grace, 


Che. xxbil. chapter. 
$3 Howe Manimettus and Argones 
Ded at miichete, 92 


M Anymettus of Perte loꝛde and kyng 

Came next in pꝛeate diſtreſſed in gret 
payne, X 

Upon foztune pitiouſly playnyng 

Dis aduerſite dyd him lo conſtrayne: 

Foz there was one mhych at him did diſdaſne 

Called Argones, voide of title oz ligne 

Gayne Manimettus pzoudlye gan malinge. 


Whych Irgones foz his pꝛeſumption 
Take at miſchefe by ſodayne violence, 
His dome was ginen to dye in pꝛilon, 
Ok no power to make reſ(ſtence: 
But toꝛ tune that can no difference 
Ok her chaunges atwene frende and fo, 
Cauled them dye at miſchefe both two. 


che. xxbiii. Chapter, 
bowe Charles Kynge of Jeru⸗ 
ſalem and of Certle foz auarice 
and auoutry died at milchefe 


N42 theſe fozſayde reherſed in ſentence 


As Bochas remembzeth in hys ſtple, 
Came Noble Charles vnto pzelence 
Kyng of Jeruſalem and alſo ot Cecile, 
Ot whole coming myn auctour a egg while 
Aſtopned was, to ſe his'knyghtly face 
With luch chere come in to the place, 


Foz by hys poꝛte who behelde hym wele 
Conlidzed fyzft his loke and hys vyſage, 

| foztunes whele, 

nd of his noble martiali coꝛage Þad 


Of Jhon Sothas 


Had of her power gotten anauntage:; 


Shewyng him ſelfe on eche partye 
Her and her might dyd vtterly detpe. 


Firſt to commende his ropall hye Iynage 
Ind ok his vertuous famous alyaunce, 

And by waiting and pzapſing of langage 
The name of hun ſpecially to auau | 
Sayth he was bozne of the blode of Fradice, 
And to encreace moſt (oueraynlye his pꝛiſe 

Wziteth he was bzother vnto laynt Le wyle. 


Gaue to Fraunce this commend 
So as Phedus paſſeth eche other terre, 
Kight ſo that kingdom in n 
Palleth euery lande both nie and ferre: 
| 3 — — 1 
02 it tranſcendeth in peace by p. 

And in werre by knightiy excellence, 


(Theſe mozdes be nat takeofmyneauctour; 
Entytled here foz a rememb 3 

By one Laurence whiche was tranſlatour 
Of this pꝛoceſſe, to commende Fraunce, 
Co pꝛaple that lande was all his plelaunce: 
Sayth influence of that royall lande 
Made Charles ſo wozthy of his hande, 


Of whole nobleſſe Pope Urban had ioy, 
Him to encreale foz vertuous liuing, 
Which that time was duke of Aniop 
Akter choſen of Cecile to be kyng, 
Of Pope Urban required by waityng, 
Toward Rome that he Gould him dꝛeſſe, 
Ok king Manfroy the tyzanny to oppꝛeſſe. 


Agayne the Pope and holy churche right 
This (aid Mantroy dydgreat extozcion, 
Noble Charles as goddes owe knigge 
Came with ſtronge hande vp to Nome toun, 
Whiche in his comming gane poſſeſſion 

To Gyot Manfozt foz to haus the garde, 

In his paſſage to gouerne the vowarde, 


(To Rome with great ozdinaunce| _. 
They paſſedouer the boundes of J _ 
This mily knight Charles bozne in fraunce 
Lad with him many a ſtronge batayle 
The Popes enemy manly to aſſayle: 
But all thiswhyle to ſtande at diffence 
This ſaid Charles founde no reſiſtence, 


Entring Rome tobe their pꝛotectour 
Full well recepued at his firſt entryng, 


Ind noble Charles toke poſſe 
Wherot Ro = 


Agavns whom was no diſobeyſaunce 


mariage 
Co Cyarles lon, to thencrece of his lynage. 


By whiche titie he bare crownes twayne, 
His bꝛother Lewes olde bokes ſap 


Fol. xxxi 


Choſe and pzeferred foz chefe lenatour | 
By the pope,moſt glad of his comming, | 
Of Cecile was aftercrovoned king: | 
And of Jeruſalem as made is mention 1 
Graunted to him full poſſeſſion 4 


LOhiche in his ginning bare him ſo well, it 
— — knightly apparaple | 
Df Calline gate fyꝛſt the ſtronge caſteil, 

At Beneuent had a great bataple, 

With kig Panfroy, whole partye did aſſayle 
Toreherce Goztly his auenture, | 
Charles made on him a diſcomfyture, 


In which bataile king Mifrop was flaine, 


Romains were full glad and fayne 
Pet in Cecile there was rebellion; 
But they were bzought vnto ſubiettion, 
Ind Conradine recoꝛde ot al wzighting, 
Sonne ol Conrade claymed to be king 


Gan make him ſtrong, pꝛoudly toke his place 
At Alygate a famous olde cite, 

Noble Charles with knightly chere a face 
Fyll vpon him, made him foz to fiye: 1 
And to ſet reſt in the countre 


(To auopde trouble & make al thing certaine, 
Gaue iugement Conradyne to be ne: 


Imonge kyriges notable and glozious 
Charles was put as made is mencion, 
Lyke a pꝛinte ſtronge and victoꝛious 
In full peaſyble and hole poſſeſſton 
Ok Cecile and all that regyon, 


Pelded of hole herte to his gouernaunte. 


By tytie allo of his alraune: 

Foztune greatly did him magnifpe, 

Foz as it is put in temembꝛaunte 

The — — — Mary 
Dough tephanereigning 
Joyned was and knitin mart VL 


This ſame Charles by auctozite 
F e 
Called Jeruſale, of tones motte ſoueraine; 


The lame time in Egipt gan werray, 
Fl. i, Gate 


Gate all the tountreys abouttenuy:on 
whiche that (arazyns dyd fallly occuppe, 
Bꝛought rhemagapyne to ſubiection 

Ok Jeruſalem that lande to magnifye: 
Cartage inYffrike with all theic regalye 
And ail the countreys beyng afoze cotray2e, 
To kyng Charlies became tributayze, 


This whyle he late higheſt in his gloꝛy 
Lyke Phebus ſhyning in his mydday ſpere , 
with many conqueſt a many great victozy; 
whan his noblelle ſhone mol} bzight a clere 
The ſame tyme with a frowuyng chere 
Foꝛtune gan from Charles tourne her face, 
And him berafte her fauour and yer grace, 


This lady foꝛtune doth ſelde in one cotune 
She is ſogeryſhe of n, 

A loꝛtereſte, a traytout in cõmune 

Caſt a falſe meane to his diſtruction 

One ot his ſonnes ſlayne with poyſon, 
which dyd eclyple myne auctoꝛ doth expꝛeſſe, 
A tull great parte of his olde gladneſſe. 


He was diſclaundzedofall the byte 
which appertayneth vato tyꝛannp, 

I meane the vice of frowarde auaryce 
which is contrary bato his chiualry; 
Ditfamed aiſoof falſe auoatrye: (naũce 
whiche was luſteyned thzough his mayntes 
within the lande by a knight of Fraunce, 


The lame knight abydyng in his hous 

All Cecile troubled with that dede, 

Tye great offence was ſo diſclaundzous 
Thꝛugy all the region it began to lpꝛede, 
Foz thylke woman platniyas J rede 

was wpyke to one whiche ſuffred this offfce, 
And to be venged dyd his dyligence, 


John Pꝛoſith plainly was his name, 
whiche caſt him fully auenged foz to be 
That kyng Charles Gould beare the blame, 
Slewe al the frenchmen that bode in þ coũtre 
LOithout grace,mercy,oz pite, 
And foz to do full execucrian 
Required was the kyng of Aragon. 


Loſt of Cecile hole the region, 
With obeylaunceofmany countre, 
Ind of Jeruſalem the poſſeſſion 

Fyll by pꝛoteſle in great aduerſite: ö 
And laſt conſtrained wyth greuous pouerte 
To god moſt mekely wpth ful heuy chere, 


The ninth boke | 
* Soone to be dead was hys pzayer, 


Suppziſed he was v ſozowe in his cozage, 
Lolt his fozce,fyl in to malady, 


— tozth tyil he gan fall in age, 


gayne no remedy; 
And byoccalion of falſe auoutry 
Fyltomiſchete and foz ſozom # dzede, 
This Charles died, no moze oł hun J rede. 


C Lenuore. 


1 as Phebus in ſome freche moꝛninge 
Falleth oft that his bzyght chining 

Is derked with ſome cloudy lkye, 
A lpkenes ſhewed in this tragedpe: 

Expert in Charles the ſtoʒy doth well pꝛeue 
Pouth and age rekened truelyx 

The tapꝛe day men do pꝛaiſe at eue. 


The noble fame of his frech gynning 

To ſaint Lowes he was nyghof alpe, 

Nyght wyſe,manly,# vertuous of liuyng, 
Called ołfhnighthod flour ofchtualry, 

Tyll maintenaunce of auoutex 

Came in to hys courte to hutte hys name and 
Dis life, his deth, put in icoparty (greue, 
The fapꝛe dap men do pꝛayſe at eue. 


L ke delertes me haue they2 guerdoning, 
Uertuous lyfe doth pzinces magnity, 
Thecontrary to them is great yyndang 
Folke experte the trouth may not denye, 
Serche out the rewarde of curſed lechery - 
Where it is vled the houchold may not pꝛeue, 
In this matter to Charles haue an eye 

The fayze day to pzayſe towarde eue. 


Noble pzinces al vyces eſchewing 

Pour hyghe cozage let reaſongye, 
Withdzaw your hand fro riotous watchyng, 
Flye flehly luſtes and bicious companye: 
Oppꝛeſſe no man, do no tiranny 


Socour the nedy,poze folke dorelene, 
Let the 


pzudent policye 


| Ofpourlalt age whan it dzaweth to eue. 


- COfHugoline Erle of Piſe 
_—_ in pꝛi⸗ 
n. 


- of John BWorhas _ 


gy fer Charles ſtoꝛp red the woful 
SA — hems 
XS 3 herde the maner and þ 


RT Jhon Bochas appered Hugo- 
Called whylome the erle of Pyſe, 

Tyll they gan againe him aryſe : 

Molt verigeable,cruelland vakynde, _ 
Slewe him in pꝛilon no moꝛe of him J finde, 


Saue his childꝛen of haterede and enuy 
Were murdꝛed eke in a depe pꝛiſon 

. Next with his coplaynt the kinge ot Armeny 
Came tofoze Bochas that called was Athö, 
A chꝛziſten pꝛince full famous of renoun, 
Foz our fayth from which he lyſt nat erre 
Gayne Tartatines longtime he held werre, 


This manly king in knighthod full famous 
It was chewed, his ſtoꝛy who lyſt rede, 
Had a bꝛother fell and diſpytous | 
Called Sabath deſy2ous to luctede, 

Sted or his bzother the kingdome to pollede 
By falſe treaſon, reued ot his right, 

Kept him in holde and put him out of tyght. 


This Sabath loſt both happe and grace, 
His other bzother as made is mencion 

By ſtronge hande put him from his place, 
Chaled him out of that region: 

Take by fozce,and fetred in pꝛiſon 

Died there, no man lyſt him viſite 
Lohowe god can treaſon a murdze quite. 


The. xxx. chapter. 
4 


| CHowe Pope Boniface the eight was take 
by the lynage de Columpnes.cate his 
handes,and dyed in pꝛilon. 


| A Pong thele wofull pꝛintes tee 
Which Gewed thẽ ſo vgly of their chere, 

Pope Boniface by great aduerſite | 

The eight of that name gan to appꝛoch nere, 

A thouſande.CCC.accompted was þ pere 

Fro Chaſtes byzth,by computacion: 

Whan that he made his lamentacion 


This ſame Pope caught dtea lion 
Which vnder Peter kept gouernaunce 
To interdicte all the region 


Timeof king Philip reigning tho in Fratice, [> 


DPpaecte bulles down? to Conſtaunce 
To Nycholas,made by Boniface 
Irchdeacon ofthe ſame plage. 


Ol holy thurche the pꝛelates nygh ethone 


Byſhoppes of Fraunce felly haue declared, 
Dꝛeuing by poyntes many mo than one, 
na great ſinne plainly and nat ſpared 
By him the church was hurt # nat repapzed, 


Put on him crymes of gret milgouernaunce 


Denoũcing enemy to al ; land of Fraunce, 


ut on him many a great outage 
zongly howe he had done offence - 
Toa cardinall bozne of the lynage 
De Columpnes, a kinrede of reuerence: 
Foz which cauſe he kept him in abſence, 
Dut of the court dzew where he was bozne 
By which orcaſion þ Pope his life hath lozit» 


De Columpnes$ lynage hath lo w2ought 
(Toke Boniface foz his olde cruelte, 


w gret fozce # power they haue him bzought 


Unto a caſtell which ſtode in the cite 

Called Sancti Angeli, gaue auctozite | 
Toa Cardynall and by romyſſion 
Power to do full execucion. 


Ok thele maters hangyng fn balaunce 
At wene partes were it right oz wzonge, 


Bothe ofromayns & pꝛelates eke of Fratice 


The pope ape kept within p caſtel ſtronge, 
Ok auenture abyding there nat longe 
Fyll in a flixe and afterwarde fo2 nede, 
Foz hunger ete his handes as J rede. 


Doure ot his dyeng it is made mencion 


Aboute 5; caſteil was merueylous lightning, 
Where the pope lap fettred in pꝛilon: 

None ſuche afoze was ſenen their lyuing. 
And whyle Bochas was buſi in wzityng 
To wꝛite the fall of this Bonyface, 

The ozder of templers came tokoze his face. 


The-xxxi,Chapiter, 


and Jaques with other of the ozder bzent, 
| > Ronitlers the trouth can recozde 


calling to minde the firſt foũdaciõ 


And old auctours therwith accozde 
& Of theſe Templers how ß religion 
Fl. ii. Gan 


Fol. xxi ii. 


tyhowe the oꝛdze of Templers was folded 


To kounde this ozdze dyd their buſynes, 


Appalled in vertue 


The ninthboke 


Gan that time whan Godfray de B ullton 
Had won, that noble knightly man, 
Jeru lalem, that ozder firſt began. 


— — — firſt — 8 
the cite pwonne, * 
By noble Godfray duke whilom of Lozaine 
There crowned kyng this oꝛder they begon, 
Olde bokes wel reherce konne 

Takyng agrounde of pouerte c; mekenes 


Their begynnyng gan of deuocion, 

The groũde take ot wylfull pouerte, 

And made kirſt their habitacion - 

By the temple not ferre krom the cite: 

In token ofcjennes ſwozne torhaſtite, 

Of the temple iyke to theyz dely2zes 

Toke their name, ⁊ called were Templers. 


Pope Honozie gaue ti em auctozite 
Ot holy church beyng that time hede, 
A whyte habite they bare ß time foz chaſtite, 


Eugenius akter gaue them a croſſe of rede: 


Jud to defende pylgrimes out of dzede 
Gapne ſarazins thzough their renoun, 
This was chete point of their pꝛofeſſion. 


LOhyle they liued in wylfulpouerte * 
Thele croſſed knights in mãtel clad of white, 
They are ſpꝛed in many a ferre countre, 

Foꝛ in perfection was let all their delpte: 
Folke of deuocion caught an appetite 
Them to encreale gaue great almeſſe, 

By whych they gan were to great richeſſe. 


By p2ocelle wythin fewe peres 

The nombꝛe great of their religion, 

And the fame of the ſayde Templers 

Gan ſpꝛede wide in many region: 

With the ſodayne riſing of their pzofeſſion, 

With tours, caſtels, they gaue the to delites, 
3 bzought in many vices, 


It were to long to reken them all, 

But amonge other J fynde there was one 

I manly knight, folke Jaques dyd him call, 
Great of auctozite among them euerychone, 


Is cronicles remembze of yoze agone 


The whych Jaques in the realme of Fraũce 
Was bozne of blode to great enheritaunte. 


The {ame Jaques holde a manly knyghte 
In his gynnyng kreche, luſty ofcozrage, 
Hada bꝛother by elder title of right | 


And to ſurmounte it it woulde de 
Das cholen mayſter o 


Occupied al hole the heritage: 
Betauſe Jaques ponger was of age 
W ght not by no condition 
Nothyng clayme of that poſſeſſion, 


His elder bother ocrupied all 
Whyle thys-Jaques but lowe waß of degree, 
Wonder deſirous to de with hym egal, 

Il way put dacke byfrowarde ponerte: 


thetemplers, 


= 


Founde out a . — to hys deſierg, 


And was pꝛomoted by fre election 
By them that chould chole hym of ryght, 


- Whereby he had great dominacion 


Uythes, treaſour, great power and myght, 
Of hys perſon was eke a manly knyghte, 
The lame tyme put in remembꝛaunte 
Philip le Bele crowned kyng of Fraunce. 


Whych had of Jaques great indignacion, 
To al the templers and al the chinalry 
Caſt wayes to their diſtruction, 

Gate. auctoꝛite his luſt to foꝛtifye 

Downe fro the pope bokes ſpecifye 
Clement theer concludyng ifhe map, 

All the templers to diſtrope on a daye, 


Fozcertayne crimes hoꝛible to here 

Al at ones were let in pꝛiſon, | 

By their frendes touchyng thys matert 
Counſailed to aſkemercy and pardon: 
(That they Could by plaine confeſſion 
Requiring hym knelyng on a rowe, 

Ind as it was their trelpaſe ben aknowe, 


Jaques was take with him other thze 
Kept in holde and to pziſon lent, 


And the remnaunt foz their iniquite 


Oꝛdained were by open iudgement 

To mighty takes to be tied and bzent: 
(The kyng in maner lyke to do them grace 
So they would conkeſſe their treſpace. 


But al fox nought they were ſo indurate 
All of accozde and ot one co2rage 

To aſke mercy were odſtinate, 

The fire redy al wyth one langage 
Whan the tame appꝛoched theyz vyſage 
Full plainelp ſpake cried pittouſly, 


Ol their attes which they were not gylty, 
From their purpoſe they lyſt not to declyne 


But 


— - 


r 


Ee ENTS. 


But wyth one boite echone and one ſoun 

Fully affy2med tyl they dyd fyne/, 

How their oꝛder and their religion 
Igrounded was vpon perfection; 

And theyz deth verely in dede | 
Compaſſed was of maliceand hatred, - 


The ſayd Jaques of whom J ſpake tofozne 
Bꝛougyt to a place which called was Leon 
Tofoze two legates oz that his life was lozne 
All openlye made hys confeſſion, 

He was wozthy foz ſhoꝛt contlulion 

Foz to be dead by rightfull iudgement, 

(his was hys ende to aches he was bzent. 


The. xxxii. Chapter. 


z Bochas here comendeth Theodozus wyth i 


other two Philoſophers foz theyz pa⸗ 
cience notably, 
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Bochas comedeth w great diligece 
Howe ech of them was in his coitre 
Soueraynly by vertuous excellẽce 
Ok olde commended foz their pacience: | 
Which may be ſet and crowned in hir ſtall 
As Emperelle among vertues al, 


Among Ceciliens fyz\t Theodoꝛus 

Foz pacience had in great reuerence, 
Amonge Grekes the ſtoꝛy telleth thus 
Anarerſes foz his magnificence; 

By fozce of vertue grounded on pactence 
Becauſe he was vertuous and wyſe 
Foz ſufferaunce gate him a ſouerayne pzile, 


© — 


Among Komains put in remembzaunce 
Sceuola, both philoſopher and knyghtz 
02 his marctall tronge conſtaunce 
an that hehelde amyd the tame lyghe 
Hande # fingers among the coles bzyght, 
Tyl the ioyntes falling here and yonder + 
From the woꝛeſt departed were a ſonder. 


Fyʒſt Theodoꝛus bozne in the famous ple 
By pacience great paines enduringe, 

Chefe philoſopher called of Cecile 
. With chaynes boũde vpon the ground lying, 

On his body layde gaddes reed bzennyng; 

Suffring his paine lift it not refule | 

By kynge Jerome the tiraunte of Siraeuſe; 


Foz common pꝛolit ſuffred all his payne 


Of Jhon Bothas 


Foz which title he liſt ſuffre deth, 


Ampd whoſe hert roted was faythfully 
Euing a pziſe toPhyloſophers thꝛe, 


. 


—, 


F ol.rrei 


Long tyme afozelipng in paiſon, | 
Whych by aſſent of mo than one oz twapne 
Was the moſt chefe by conſpiracion 
Tobzingthe tiraunt to his diſtruccion: | 
Foz nopaine that he might endure. . 
The coniuracion he would not diſcure. 3 


Rather he chaſe in miſchefe foz to dey 
Than by name open(y declare | 
Of him that flewe the tiraunt ſothly to ley, 
Thought of ryght no man ſhould ſpare 
Foz common pzofit helth and welfare: 

To flee a tiraunt demyng foz the beſt 

Ala region foz to ſet at reſt, 


All his turment toke molt pacientip, 
Theodoꝛus tyl he pelded vp the bzerh 
Grutched not with noiſe noꝛ loude cry? 


Common pzofit, Bochas wzyteth the lame, 1 
Among Ceciliens to get hym a name | ns 


Grekes alſo tõmende aboue the erres 
Inarerſes and greatly magnitye, 
Cauſe that he to ſtint moztall werres 

L y(t not ſpare to acquite hys partye, 
In rebukyng manly the tirannye 

Ok Nicocreon,a tiraunt full moztall 
Reignyng in Cipze in his eſtate royail. 


Spared nouther foꝛ deth ne dꝛede ; 
Him to rebuke by vertuoas langage, | [| 
(The tiraunt bad cut out ofhis heade {1 
Hys tonge in haſte, but he w ſtrong cozage 1 
Sapde he choulde haue none auauutage it 
Of that membze; whych wythal his myghte | 
Had tolde him trouth in the peoples light. 


Ok his manace ſet but litell tale 

Bytte of his tonge of ſtronge coꝛage, 
Chewed it al on peces (male | 
Df manly herte thought it no domage 
Dpyr1t out in the vilage 

Ok the tiraunt. gate ſo the vycto 
To put his name euermoze in memo2y, 


And Sceuola equal to theſe twayne 
Foꝛ common p2ofit by iuſt compariſon, 
Put him in pꝛeate, dyd his buſye payne 
To ſlee Pozcenna enemy to Rome toun, 
Foz td accomplyth his entention | 
Toke a ſttonge darte paſſingip trenchaunte, 
With al his mighte caſt it at tue tiraunte. 
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Ot his marke cauſe he dyd faile 

To flee his enempe atter his entent, 

Whych in Tuſkan by many ſtronge battayle 
Gayns Romains wyth his knigytes went, 
This Sceuola his owne hand bzent: 
Cauſe that he failedofhys arte 

To flee Pꝛocenna with caſting of his darte. 


To declare the fozce of his manhode 
Put him ſelfe auenged foz to be, 

As J haue tolde in coles rede 
His hande he bꝛent foz loue of his cite; 
Onelp to aquite his magnanimite 

Of teruent loue his cite to auayle 5's 
- Toſlee the tiraunt cauſe that he dyd fayle, 


Thus foz to put the martial (uffraunce 
Ok theſe noble philoſophers the 

In perpetuall mynde and remembzaunce 
Howe they them quit eche lyke his degre, 
Foꝛ their pure partye vnto the commonte, 
Caule al their toy and taward delite, 
Was fo2 auaile tothe comon pꝛokit. 


Fyꝛſt Theodoꝛus put him ſelfe in pzees 
Foz Cetiliens to dye in pꝛilon, 

And koꝛ Grekes noble Fnaxerſes 

His tonge tozne kelte great paſſion, 

And Sceuola foꝛ Romapyns and their toun 
Suffred his hande by ſhoꝛte auiſement, 
Ot verye ttouth in coles to be bzent, 


A martirdom it was in their manere 

Ok their coꝛage to haue ſo great conſtaunce, 
Were (0 ſtable of herte body and chere 

Foꝛ cõmon p2ofite,of face and countenaunce 
- Unto the deth without variaunce: — 


Gate the triumphe by louerayne excellence 


With laurer crowned foz their pacience, 


LLyke as Phebus paſſeth the litel ſterre 
Hpeſt vpraiſed in hys mydday ſpere, 
So this vertue in trouble peace # werre 
Called pacience, moſt freſhely doth appere, 
Among vertues to ſhewe hys beames clere: 
Foz pacience knyt wyth humilite 
Where they abyde maye none errour be, 


Tirauntes hertes this vertue doth appeaſe, 
Modifyeth their cruell fel wodeneſle, 
Rage of Lions who lyſt lyue in eaſe 
Ok folke pꝛoſtrat his malice doth repzeſle, 
Al our toy gan firſt wyth mekenes, 

Foz of Juda the hardy trongelion 


Tye ninth boke 


A maides mekenes fro heauen bzought doun, 


In battaile and mighty ſtronge cheltron g 
Aduice with ſufferaunce winneth the victozy; 
Pacience benquiſheth champions 


Low neſſe in vertue by many olde hyſtozy, 


And mekenes perpetuall ot memoꝛy 
Al to conclude groũded on reaſon 


A maidens mekenes wzougyht our redepcion; 


¶ Bochas here tommen⸗ 
deth humilite. 


Ertue of vertues O noble pacience 
{ { DOyth Laurer crowned © vertu⸗ 
J, ous conſtaũce, 

laude honour pꝛayſe and reuerece 
Be yeue to thee pzices of molt pleaſaiice, 
Moſt renomed by olde remembzaunce: 
Ok whom the myghty marciall armure 
Gapne all vyces lengeſt may endure, 


Grounde and gynnyng to ſtande at defence 
Agayne Sathans infernall puiſſaunce, 
Laureat quene where thou art in pzeſence 
From outrages haue no gouernaunce, 
Condite, head ſpang of plẽtuous habũdaũce, 
Cxiſtall well celeſtial of figure 

Gayne al vices which lengeſt may endure, 


Chefe founderes by loueraine excellence 
Of goſtly building x ſpiritual ſubſtaunce, 
Empꝛeſſe of moſt magnificence | 
With heuenly ſpirites next of aliaunce, 

With life euerlaſting thy triũphes tauaunce: 
Ind toy eternal thy nobleſſe lo aſſure 

In the aureat thzone perpetually to endure; 


Thaee Jerarchies there lining in pꝛelence, 
With who humilite hath ſouerapne acquain⸗ 
LOhere Olanna th deuout diligence (taũte 
Is ſonge ofaungels by long continuaũce, 
Tofoze the thꝛone keping their obleruaunce 
Syng Sanctus lactus recozde of ſcripture, 
Wyth voice memozial perpetually tendure, 


The bꝛẽning loue of Cherubin, by feruence 
Perfit in charite diligentobeyſaunce, 
Ind Seraphin wyth humble obedience 


And oꝛders nyne by heuenly concozdaunce 


Dominacion with vertuous attendaunce, 
Atoꝛe the trinite ſynge freſhly by meaſure, 
LOyth voice memoꝛiall perpetually tendure, 


Huk⸗ 


ol John Bochas 


Suffraunte of panims hath but apparence 
Done foz vainglozy,hangyng in balaunce, 
But Chziſtes marty2s in veryeriſtence 
Lyſt againe tyꝛaũtes make no repugnafice: 
Rather die than ſhew god dilpleaſaunce, 
Shewed in no myꝛrour likeneſſe noz picture 
(Take full poſſeſſion w Chzilt euer tendure, 


DSuffraunce foz vertue hath ß pzeempnence 
Of them that ſet in god their affyaunce, 
Reco2de of Stephyn Uincent # Laurence 
Bleſſed Edmonde by longe perſeueraunce, 
Sukffced foz our fapth victozious greuaũce: 
Kyng made # martyꝛ a palme to recure 

In the heuenly tourte perpetually to endure. 


And fo to (et a maner difference 

In Bochas boke toldeeaery circumſtaunce, 
Howe foz our fayth by full great violence 
Dyuers (apntes haue ſuffred gret penaunce, 
Stable of their chere vilage @ coũtenaunce: 
Neuer to vary foz none auenture 

Like Chziſtes chapions perpetually tẽdure. 


Whole foundacion by notable pzouidence 
Grounded on Chziſt their loules to auaunce, 
Graue in their hertes and in they conſcience 
Uoiding all trouble of woꝛldly perturbaſice, 
Chaunges of foztune w her double chaunce: 
Loued god and dzed aboue eche creature 

In hope with him perpetually to endure, 


The. xxxiii. Chapter. 


CHowe Philip le Bele king of Fraunte 
was ſlaine with a wilde Boze, and 
of his thze lonnes and 
their wedding. 


MK: Bochas had wzitten of pacibce 


And commended the vertue of luk⸗ 
fraunce, 
Philip le Bele came to his pzeſence 
Fift of the name crowned king of Fraunce: 
Gan complaine his vnhappy chaunce, 
Ind on foztune ofcuſtome that can vary 
Which was to him cruell aduerſary, 


Wounded he was with a greuous ſoze, 
Gan his complaynt to Bochas determpne, 
Dow he was ſlaine with a wilde boze, 

Jn a fozeſt which called was Compyne; 
Tolde howe he was ſclaundzed a al hys line 
Ones in Flaciders w many a wozthy kaight 


Fol.rrritif, 
Utquithed of fleminges,# kelly put to flight, 
Pꝛoteding ferther gan touche ol his lynage 


Howe in his time he had ſonnes thꝛee, 


Lewes Philip æ Charles ponge ot age, 
The fourth Robert:aiſo a dooghter hadhe 
Called Jſabell,right excellent ofbeaute: 
The ſayde Robert the ſtozie is well kouthe 
LOhiche that died in his tender pouthe. 


To this ſtoꝛy who liſt haue good regarde 
The circumſtaunce wyſely to diſcerne, 

His doughter Jſabell was wedded to Ed⸗ 
Carneruan, the boke ſo doth vs lerne:(vard 
This yonge Philip wedded in Nauerne - 
The kinges doughter, a ſtately mariage, 
Called Jane,whyle che was tendze ofage. 


The (ame Philip after crowned king 
Of Nauerne, his father ofaſſent 
Fyue ſonnes he had than liuing, 

Ok which fine as in ſentyment 
Thze in nombꝛe be right pertynent 
The matter who ſo itt toloke, 


And the pꝛoceſſe of the lame boke. 


The eldeſt ſonne called was Lewiſe 
To whome his father gaue poſſeſſton 
Ok Nauerne,bycauſe that he was wyſe 


2p gouerne that noble region: 
ip 


hilip his bzother foz his high renoun 
as afterwarde by iuſt enheritaunce 
And rightful title crowned king of Frattnce, 


The thyꝛde bzother was by title ofright 
Made erleof march a named was Charles, 
Eche of them in the peoples ſyght 

Were famous holde x paſſing of great pziſe, 
Ind foꝛ they were right manly a right wyſe 
Philip and Charles toke in tendze age, 

The erles doughters ot Burgoin in mariage 


But as the ſtoꝛye reherſeth in certayne 
To their nobleſſe foztune had enuy, 

And by a maner of malice and diſdayne 
Bꝛought in a pꝛoceſſe vpon the party 

Ot their two wyues frowatde auoutry, 
Cauſing the death oftheſe wyues thze 
LOhan they moſt floured in their felicite, 


After thele thꝛee pꝛinces glozious, 
Tofoze Bochas had Gew theyz entent 
A mighty duke notable and famous 
Came tocomplaine Charles of — ih 


t. iiii. 
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The ninthboke 


Which in his time to Flozence went 


To make peace in his royall eſtate Cbate 
Twene Gnerffe # Gemellius ſtanding at de 


The ſaid Charles bozne of the blod of fraũce 
I manly knight the ſtozy dothdeuiſe, 

By whole vnhappy fatall froward chaunce 
In the werres twene Flozeyce and Pyle 
On hozſbacke ſittinge in knightly wyle, 
Hurt w an arow ful lowe down to grounde, 
Wherby hecaught his laſt fatal wounde, 


A man ok armes beyng a (oudyour 


With the piſanes were it wzonge oz right 


Of falſe diſdaine did his buly labour 

To treade on Charles in the peoples ſyght, 
Whan he laye gruffe wherfoze he was made 
By theyꝛ captain, foꝛ a maner pꝛyde (knight 
Which gouerned the Spbelines lyde. 


And in his ſtudy wyth full heuy chere 


While John Bochas bode tyli on his ſete, 
Tohim appered and gan appzoche nere 
Daunt ofFlozencethe laureate Poete, 
With his dities and rethoziques lwete, 
Demure of loke fulfilled with pacience, 
With a vylage notable ofreuerence, 


Whan Bochas ſaw him vp õ his fete he ſtod, 
And tometehim he toke his paſe full right, 


To him laid with humble chere and light, 


O lereſt ſonne. O very lothfaſt lyght 


Ol our cite, which called is Flozence, 


i Laude be to the honour and reuer ence. 


Thou haſt enlumined Itaile a Lombardy 
With Laureate ditees in thy flouring dapeg, 
Grounde and ginuing of pꝛudent policy 
Monge Flozentines ſuffred great affrayes: 
As golde pure pꝛoued at al aſlapeg 

In trouth madeſt mekely thy ſelfe tronge, 
Foz comms pzofite to luffre paine & wzonge. 


O noble Poete touching this matter 


How Flozentines to the were bnkynde, 

IJ wpli remember # wꝛite with good chere 
Thy pytous exile and put here in mynde: 
Nay (quod Daunt) here ſtante one behinde 
Duke of Athens turne to him thy ſtple, 
His vncouth ſtoꝛy baeuely to compyle, 


And ik thou lyſt do me this pleſauncs 
To dilerpue his knightly excellence, 


I wyll thou put his life in remembzaunce 
How he oppzelled by mighty violence 
This famous cite called Flozence. 

By which ſtozy plainly thou alt ſe 
Wyiche were frendes and foes to the cite, 


And which were able to be excuſed 

If the trouth be clerely apperceyued, 

And which were wozthy to be refuſed 

By whome the cite ful fally was diſceiued: 
The cyz2cumſtaunce notably conceiued 
Toreken in ozder by euery ſyde (abyde 
Which Goulde be chaced and whiche choulde 


The. xxxiiii. Chapter. 


¶ How duke Gaulter ofFlozence foz his tis 
rannye lechery and conetyle ended 
in myſcheke. 


Nd when Bochas kneweall thenten- 


on 
— k the ſaide Daunt, he caſte him anone 
ryg 
Toobeyhis mayſter as it was reaſon, 
Toke his penne and as he caſt his ſight 
Alite aſide he ſawe no maner wight 
Saue duke Gaulter of all the longe dap, 


| | . Foz Daunt vnwarely vaniſhed was away. 
with great reuerence auailed cappe and hod, 


This ſaid Gaulter bzuely to pe2ocede 

XL yke as it is put in remembzaunce, i 
Touching his line and his ropall kynrede 
He was dilcended of the blode of Fraunce, 
By longe pꝛoceſſe and knightly purueyaunce 
His father fyzſt by diligent labour 

Ot Athenes was lozde and gouernour, 


Stode but a while in clere poſſeſſion, 
Grekes to him had full great enuy, 

Caſt ofaſſent to put him doun 

And depziue him of his famous duchy, 

To their entent a layſer they did eſpp: 
Toke him at miſchefe,quaking in his dzed# 
Ok hie diſpyte in haſte (myt of his heade , 


Upon whoſe death auenged foz fo be 

This (aid Gaulter with mighty apparaple 

Caſt he wolde aſiege that cite 

But of his purpole longe he did kalle: 

And in this while w many Cronge bataple 

Two mighty pzices were cde down of Pile, 

Laidea ſiege to Luke in full dsp, — 
0 


Ot Jhon Bochas 


Flozentines to Luke were fauourable, 

Ind to delyuer the ſiege from the toun 

With multytude almoſt innumerable 
Made ozdinaunce,and knightly came doun, 
Which tourned after to their diſtruction: 

Fo it fell ſo of moʒtall auenture 

On Flozentines kyl the diſcomfiture. 


The noyſe and fame ofthis great bataple 
Gan ſpꝛede ferre by repoꝛte of langage 

In Lombardy and in J tayle, | 
Monge ok coꝛage, 

Ind among other fayning a pyigrimage 
(The ſaid Gaulter by vnware biolence, 
Camefro Naples downe in toFlozence, 


The Flozentines helde fyꝛſt a parliament 
Foz the ſaluation and garde of their cyte, 

By great pzudence and great auiſement 

Ok luche as were higheſt of degre, 

By one aſſent they gaue the ſoueraynte 
Them to gouerne hopyng to theyz increace, 
With ſtatutes made both foz werre a peace. 


The greateſt ſtates rulers of the toun 
Called Magnates tho dates in ſothnes 

To Gaulter gaue this dominacion, 

Ok enrent the commons to oppzes: 

And marchauntes to ſpoile,they2 of ryches, 
Strepne men ofcraft by froward violence 
Agatn theyz lybertees vſed in Flozence, 


Thepeople alway in awaytelying 

To be reſtoꝛed bnto theyz lyberte, | 
Gan grutche loꝛe among themlelfe plaining 
Foz great extoꝛtion done to their cyte: 

The greateſt alſo ofmoſt auctoꝛite 

Had leuer to ſuffre Gaulter reigne, 

Than their actions to modify oz reſtraine. 


The laid Gaultet in fall ſubtil wyle 

By a falſe maner ofſymulacion 

Enempe in herte vntotheir fraunchyſe, 

All that he wzought fox choꝛt conelulion 
Was done onelp to they? diſtruction, 
With a pzetence fayned of frendlyhede | 
To his pꝛomile contrary aye was the dede. 


Clambe vp by pꝛoces to full hie eſtate 

By fapned ſpeche and ſubtil ſtatterp, 

In his herte wert pompous and elate 

Dis wozking out warde no man coude eſpp: 
Lyte and littel dzough to his party; 
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That to conclude ſchoꝛtly foꝛ to ſey 
All Flozence his luſtes dyd obey, 


Gan ſubtelly pleaſe the commonte 

Foz toaccomplyth fal ſly his delyerg, 
Made p2omile to encreace their liberte: 
To ſuche as were frowarde ofmaners 
Made an othe to diſtroy their officers 
But they wolde of their fre volunte 
Graunt vnto himlargexJyberte, 


SGretter power and dominacion. 


Toencreace his might on euery (yde 
Gan manacethe gretteſt of the toun, 
And day by daye entreace in his pꝛide: 
Felly he gan felly he dyd abyde 
Therupon,kept cloſe in their entraple 
The Flozentines greatly gan meruayle. 


In this while there was one N eymere 
Ol great auctozite and ot great reuerence, 
A mighty ſergeant and a great officere, 
To whole bidding obeyed al) Flozence, 
Which with Gaulter accozded in ſentence 
With ſoudiours had ſtuſted eche hoſtry, 
Foz to ſuſtene of Gaulter the party, 


And traytourlp foz to foztifye 

The entent of Gaulter fell and ambycious, 
To haue theſtate onely by tyzannye 

As their chefe loꝛde froward a ſurquedous. 
To reigne in Flozence the tale peryllous: 
Whan two tyzauntes bothe of one aſſent 
With multytude to accompliche their entent. 


Which thinge conſidzed by they: gouernours 
And Magnates called in the cyte, 

Whan they found among them no ſccours 
To remedy their great aduerſite, 

Fyll to accoꝛd of neceſſite: 


Gaue their aſſent without bariaunte 


That Gaulter ſhould haue al p gouernaũce. 
And condilcended they were to this iſſue 


That Gaulter chould in all his beſt wyſe 


Upon the body beſwozne of Chꝛiſt Jhelu 
(Them to reſtoꝛe vnto their fraunchyſe 
Uſed ofolde,and foz no couetyſe 

From their pzomile foꝛ lyfe ne deth decline, 
Is the conuencion lyſt to termine. 


Derupon was blowe a trompet 
Foz to aſſemble the ſtates of the toun, 


Fl. iii. 


The ninth bone 


J parlyament was holden Gaulter firſt ſet 
Holy to pzonounce the conuencion, 

With euery percell entytled by reaſon 
Like their actoꝛde declaring auonright ' 
Stode vp a vocate in the peoples light. 


With men of Armes in ſtele armed bzight 
- Unto their palayes chefe and pꝛincipall 

The ſaid Gaulter conueyed anonright, 

Set in a ſeate moſte ſtately and royal: 

And the people with voice memozial 

Gan crye loude concluding in ſentence 

Gaulter foz euer chefe lozde of Flozence, 


YOho to perſeuer during all his lyfe 
Toke in the palayes full poſſeſſion, 
There durſt none agayne it make ſtrife 
Graunted to him the dominacion 

Ol all the caſtels aboute enupꝛon: 
Tuſcan, Areth, and caſtell Flozenttne, 


With all loꝛdchippes to mount Ippenypne. 


Is ye haue herde Gaulter thus began 
By his owne furious diuinaple, 

Sapd he was bone to be lozde of Tuſkan 
Anda great party allo of Jtayle, 
Tolde he was lad a conuayed by a quaile: 
Said cuermoze were it right 02 wzonge 
That was the ſentence of the birdes longe. 


The ſame birde bꝛought him kirſt to Flozence 
All the wap afoze him toke his flight, 
with lote lynging dyd him reuerence 
ye in the ayde ok coꝛage glad and light, 
wolde neuer parte out of his light: 
Saue him tokens to (et his herce afpze, 
That of Flozence he ſhulde be loꝛde a (yze. 


The lame birde he bare in his diupſes 
Full rychely enbzauded with ppzre, 
(Toke vpon him many great empꝛiles 
As chefelozde of Flozence the cite: 
Sate in iugement gouerned the countre, 


Where he hated mercylelle he flee the, 
B2ake traunchyſes and olde lybertees, 
The people plained, deſpꝛed loꝛe his dethe, 
Cried vengeaunce about their citees, 

Foz tyꝛanny done in their countrees: 
Which was cauſe of great diſcencion 
And of their citee almoſt ſubuercion; 


Thus they were among the ſelfe denided 
Foz theyzgreuous ſodaine oppzeſſion, 
Lacke of fozeſight they were nat pzonided 
To le miſcheues that ould fal in the toun: 
(This is very fothe where is diuyſian 

By wytnes and cecozde of Scripture, 

May no kingdom noz cite longe endute. 


Foz which they gan complaine one and all 
Bothe ok the greate and comonte, 

And of accozd amonge them ſelfe they fal 
To refourme the hurte of their cyte, 

Ind fynally they condiſcended be 

By a maner fell coniuracion 

To p2ocede to his diſtruction. 


Vpon a day they armed in tele bzight 


Magnates firſt with commons ofthe town 
Ill to aſſent roſe vp anone right, 

Gan to make an hidous lowne, 

Let flee this tyꝛaunt, let vs pull him downe: 
Layde a ſiege by mighty violence, 

Itoꝛne his palays, where he lay in Flozence, 


Suche as were enclpned to Gaulter 
Ampd the palais the ſtoꝛy doty vs lerne, 


To eſchue the liege with full heuy chere 
Oꝛdained them leite to flye away full pernt: 


Out ok the towne by a {mal poſterne, 
Whan Flozentines dyd their labour 


To vadermyne roundabout the tour. 


Ol which thing whan Gaulter toke hede 
This mellage ſent vnto the toun, 
Nat of trouth but fayningly foz dzede 


Dꝛewe to him flaterers @ folkeÞ coudelve Made pꝛompſe by falſe colluſion 
Baudes a ribaudes where he might the (py, Foz to make full ceſtitncion 

Ok therr kredoms, as they lyſt deuyſe 
Ok that cyte toke meruaplous truages, Sent them out Guyllamine Daſſpſe. 
Croched to him richeſſe of the toun, | 
Okt lecherp vled great outrages, Which to the cite was pzoued btter foe 
Of maydens a wyues made none excepcion: Had afozne done them great domage, 
Uoyde ofmercy grace and remiſſyon With Guyllampne, he ſent to them alſo 
Founde quarell foz to be vengeable, Dis ſonne and he yꝛe to ſtint al their rage, 
That to reherte it is abhompnable, Wozſe than his father of wyll and ofcozage 

Bothe at ones were hanged anon right 


Tofkoze 
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of John Bothas 


Tofo:e the palays in Gaulters ligbt. 


Another allo that called was Henry 
Which had afoze yeue inſtruction 

Unto Gaulter, and was ene enemy 

To ſtire him agapne that noble toun, 
Gpnner and grounde of their diuyſion 
Which tokoze Gaulter his iudgemẽt to bew, 
Dith charp ſwoꝛdes he was all to hewe. 


The exetucion done bpon theſe thꝛe 

Ju Tuſkan boꝛne, the rancour did apeaſe 
Ol Flozentines, to ſtaunche the cruelte 
Againe Gaulter, a to his life great eaſe: 
e glad to eſcape out oł his diſeaſe 

led away in full ſecrete wyſe, 


The towne reſtozed again to their fraũchyſe. 


Thus he loſt by his inſolence 

All his power and domination 

Bothe of Tuſkan and alſo of Flozence, 
And as mine auctour maketh mencion 
Fro I N is dilcended doun: 
Dꝛew to — ohn reigning tho in Fraũce, 
And of byꝛth full nigh of alyaunce, 

As J fynde he was on that partye 
With king Jhon this Gaulter like a knight, 
Whan that the king with all his chiualry 
Was take him ſelfe his loꝛdes put to flighte, 
Into Englande lad after anone righte; 
The laid Gaulter hauing no regarde 
To his wozyp.fted like a cowarde. 


Met in his liyght with diuerle ſoudyours 
Of Lombardy abiding with king John, 
Which that time as bzygantes à pyllours 
—— 91 5 9 — * anone, 
cozage his herte was agone 
Of auenture a certaine Flozentine I 


Smit of his head this was dis facall fyne, 
«©f Phllipot Cathenoile bome of owe 
birth, voh 


| ſonne & her 
doughter were bzent. 


EL Me Bodkas avating int 
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ooze of degree boꝛne of lowe kyntede, 

ich role after to great eſtate in dede⸗ 

And gan with loꝛow & complaint ful moztal 
Deriouſly to tell her wokul tall. 


Touching her byꝛth derke was her linage, 
Ok pooze bed bozne on ou ther ſyde, 
Bochas was lothe to ſpende great langage 
On her hiſtoꝛy longe theron to abyde, 
Purpoſed him nothing foz to hide 

Ol the lubſtaunce, but tell all the great 

And (uperfluiteof the remenaunt to leat: 


Whiche was reherced by him in his youth 
Whan he was toward Robert of Cecyle - 
Kyng of Jeruſalem the ſtoꝛpe is nat couth, 
Pet in his boke he liſt it compyle, | 

And it reherce by full ſoueraine ſtile 

Lyke in that courte as it was to him tolde 
By one Bulgare called in ſlauaine olde. 


The layd Bulgare was a marynetre 
With him alſo was a Calabzien 


Called Canſtantine, which full many a pere 


Trauailed had and ſondzy thinges ſene 
In diuers countreis there he had bene, 
Monge other thinges ſene in dayes olde 
This was a ltozie which Bulgare tolde. 


Duke of Calabꝛe Robert by his name 
By his father Charles the mighty kyng 
Had in cõmaũdement, p ſtoꝛpe laith the ſame 


Sapne Frederike to make a ſtronge ryding: 


Which by fozce pꝛoudly v(urping 
Toke vpon him to be loꝛde of that ple 
Which called was the kingdome of Cicple. 


| Depꝛanne in ſothe called was the towne 
Wyere duke Robert his pauyllions pight, 
Rode armed thzough 


his hie renowne 
Gaine Frederike koz the lande to fight, 
And to withſtande him plainly ik he might, 
And ſo be fyll the mozowe befoze pzime, 
(The dukes wife ol childing vode her tyme. 


Uiolaunt mien did that lady call 

In her time a famous great duchelle, 
Deſtttute of other women al 
Phan her thilde was bozne in that diftreſſe, 
To yene it ſouke the ſtoꝛy doth * 
Saue foꝛ miſchefe Philipot was fet nere 
Ok Cathenopte the dukes cheke laundere. 


Bya fyſher which was her hulbande 


Fol.xxxvi. 
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The ninth boke 
A childe che hadlyning by they: trauaile, one redy at her commaundement 


Which fro the lea vnto the courte by lande 
Day by day caried vitaile, 
Ind this 1 be m_ 1 ＋ N 

lipot was bzought in this greate ſtrayt- 
Bes nozice buto the ducheſſe, 1 (neſle 


Wyuere the was cheriched alter her deſyzeg, 
Eche thing redy whan that euer che (ent, 
With the duchelle amonge other chambzers 
In to Naples J fynde chat ſhe went, 
Tyll Atropoſe frowarde of entent 
Made of this childe there is no moze to lap, 
The lpues thzede foz to bzeke in way · 


With king Charles of who J ſpake tofozne 
As mine auctour remembzeth in his boke, 
Was one Raymond of Champapne bozne, 
Whiche vb the king was called mayer coke 
And on a day his tourney he tobe 
Towarde the ſea, a pyzate as J finde, 
Solde him a child which was boznei Inde. 


Lyke Ethiopiens was bis colour, 

Foz wh6 this coke Kaymonde hath deuyled 
Foz in his notable diligent labour 

Made him chziſten and lo he was baptiſed, 
Gaue him the name and alſo pꝛactyſed 
Him to pꝛomote, that he vpon pn cok 
ByHis doctrine to be maylter coke, 


Fo: he ſone after toke the oꝛder of a knight, 
The Ethiopien wext a good officere 

Gate luche grace inthe kinges light 

To be about him moze nere 

By pꝛoceſſe he was made ward2opere, 
And though he was blackeof his vilage 
To Cathenoyle he was ioyned in maryage. 


Wexte malyperte and of pzeſumpcion 

To be made knight þ king he gan requere, 

* Which of fredom and great al 
Is condiſcendedto graunt his pꝛapere, 

But to declare plainly the manere 

In this time Uiolaunt the duchelle, 

Akoꝛe remembꝛed dyed of licknelle. 


After whole death bokes dothe certifye 

owe duke Robert of Naples the cite 

a Lady that called was Sauſye, 

To whom Philipot as fpll to herdegrs 
With diligence and great humilite 

To pleaſe her dyd to her deuer, 
That ofcounſaple there was none lo nert. 


Ok her 


Nougyt atyzes pleſaunt ot delite, 
eee ee 
| White: 
Made confections to ſerue — od bes * 
By het hulbande, the oxy who lylt ſe, 
The lame Þhilipot had chyldzen thzee, 


She was connyng# ofher pozte pꝛudent, 
Choſen by fauour foz to be mayſtreſſe 

To fayze Jane yonge und innocent 
Which doughter was to the great duchelle 
Ok Calabze,and futthermoze to expꝛeſſe 
Her huſbande the Ethyopyen withall 

Ok Charles houchold was made ſenelchall. 


O loꝛdec quod Bochas)ſpake of hie diſdai 
What meneth this foztune foz — chere 
With her fauour to rapſe vp a fozayne 
Upon her whele with bzight fethers clere, 
— it o 4 manere 

appere chere # countenaũc 
LOhan the wyll bzyng a mã vnto miſchatice, 


Foz he that was a boy the laſt day, 

An Ethiopien bozne,# hozrible of light 

And afoze time in the kechynlap 

Amonge the pottes, with baudy cote anighe, 
Nowe of newe hath take the ozdze ofknight 
With king Charles is now ſeneſchall, 
Such lodayne climbing aſketh a ſodain fal. 


He and Philipot his wyke fro ponerte 

Be enhaunced and riſſen to great richeſſe, 
Two of their lonnes ſtately maryed be, 
And he foz faudur moze than wo ; 
To oꝛder ofknight,s in his moſt ſſe 
Their father died whoſe feaſt funerall 
Was (olempnyſed and holde fall royall, 


Thus can foztunechaunge as the mone, 
Her bꝛight face derked with a (kye: 
His eldeſt loune dyed alter ſone 

Che leconde left vp his clergie | 
To be made bim ſelf apply, 
Stode ok his father plainly as J rede 
In his office, vy r to lucee de. 


y p2ocelle fro Philipot anonright 
Deathe of! her hulbande & her ſonnes twaint 
Foztune in party eclypſed hath the light, 
and gan at her diſdapne: 
pet euen like as whan it doth rayne 


hebus after chewerh moze clereneſſe, > 


Ok Jhon Bothas. 


So the fro trouble, roſe to moze nobleg. 
Imeane as thus, reherſyng no bertue 

In her perſon that men coude eſpye, 

But onely this by tytle of this iſſue 
LOhan Charles doughter on thatpartye 
Was to the king wedded ol Hungryre 
Called Jndzee,a man ot great cozage -. 
He layed his wytke but right tendze of age; 


The ſame Jane nat without vice | 
As is reherled ſomwhat by myne auctour, 
To whome Phylipot whylom was nozice 
As ye haue herde and by full great labour 
Of the (aid Jane Kobert made gouernour 
Sonne of Phylipot fo2 a great rewarde, 
Made ot Cecyle and of that lande ſtewarde. 


This fauour done to M hilipot Cathenoyſe 
Cauſed in that lande great indignacion, 
Whoſe doughters weddig cauſed gret noyle 
Maryved to charles the gret erle of Marchon 
whiche gaue to folke greate occaſion 

To deme amyſſe aboute in eche countre 
That all Þ lande was goueraed by thothze 


By quene Jane and Phylipot Cathenoyes 
And the ſaid Robert tewarde of Cecyle -- 
Son to Philipot, this was thecommon vois, 
The Quene and Robert by their ſubtil wle 
Pad ok aſſent vſcd a longe while 

The hateful \ynne of aduoutrp, 

Role in Ceeyle and went vp to Hungry. 


Foꝛ Quene Jane began no maner thing 
But Cathenople aſſented were therto, - 
The execucion and fully the woꝛking 
Bꝛought to conclucion by Robert al was do: 
And in this time role a great ſtryfe alſo 
Dilclaunderous and a froward dilcoꝛde, 
Itwene the quene a him that was her loꝛde. 


Harde to pꝛocede vpon ſuſpection, 
Sclaunder is ſwift lightly taketh his flight, 
Fo: which men choulde eſchue the occaſion 
Ok kame and noyle ofeuery maner wight, 
By pꝛouidence, remembꝛed in his ſight 
Wuhan the repozt is thzough a lande ronne 
Marde it is to tint it whan it is begonne, 


Withſtand pzinciples oceaſions to decline, 
Leſt vnwarely ther folow great domage, 
To late commeth the lalue of medicine 

To feſtred ſozes whan they be vnturable: 
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And in taſe very reſemblable 


Co eſchew ſclaũder who lift nat foz to ſpare; 


Maye nat fayle to fal into the ſnare, 


Thus fo2 a time the ſlaunder was kept cloſe 
Albeit ſo it did foz a while abyde, 

Another miſchiefe ful pitouſly aroſe 
Which afterward ſpzed abzode ful wyde, 
Aduoutpy to murder is a very gyde: 

Set at a pziefe mine auctour doth recozde 
The king Indze was ſtrangled with a cozde, 


Out ok his chambze rayſed a great heyght 
By a coniected talſe conſpiracion, | 
De wag entreated,bzought downe by fleyght 
After ſtrangled as made is mencion, 
Whoſe death to punich by commiſſion 

Dugh erle of Inelpne by a patent large 

To be iudge toke vpon him the charge, 


Ofthis murder role vpa great noyſe 


By euidence fall bie, 
Philipot called Cathenoyſe (ble: 
Her ſonne tc doughter that they were culpa- 
Dome was yeue by Judges ful notable, 
And to conclude ſhoztly their tudgement, 
With chaineg boũd at ſtakes they wer bzent, 


Cuore 


Telleth the domage of pꝛelumption, 
By experience reherſyng the manere 
Whan beggers riſe to dominacion 
Is none lo d2edeful execucion 
Ok cruelte, yt it be wel out ſought, 
Thanofſuch one as came bp of nought. 


Recozdeon Philipot that with hũble chert 
By ſodayne fatour and ſuppoʒ tacion, 
LOhich was tofoze a ſimple ſinal landere 
Ok no value noz reputacion, 
By Foztunes gerytriſmutacton (bꝛought, 
Shed out her malyce teſtate whan Ge was 
Liſt not conſider how ſhe tame vp of nought. 


Where is moze diſdapne 02 moze daungere 
Oz moꝛe frowarde communicacion, 
Moꝛe vengeable venim doth appere, 

Noz moze fleyghty falſe ſupplantacion 
Nozmoze conſpired vnware colluſion, 


G g.i. Noz 


Ke: Tragedy afoze reherſed here 


LheninthBooke 
Noz bndermining done conertly a wzought, Jn longe quyet had poſſeſſion: - ' 


Than of (uch folke as come vp ot nought. 


Foꝛtunes chaunges a meuinges cirtulere 


With her moſt tozmpy tranimutacion. 


Nov one let vp kul hie in the ſphere, 
Enhaunceth vices and vertues put down: . - 


A ecoꝛd on Philipot whoſe venemous treaſs 
Compaſſed afozne in her ſetret thought - 
Che dede ſheweth þ che came vp of nought. 


Noble pꝛinces with pour bꝛight epen tlere 

I duertile in your diſtretion 1450 
That no flarerer come in your tourt ſo nere, 
By no fraude of falſe dilception, & 
Alway remembzing afozein your reaſon , 
On this tragedy & on this treaſon wzought, 
By a falſe flatter that came vp of nought. 


Che. xxrbi. Chapter, 


Howe kyng Sauſes was ſlayne by | 
bis colin which was bzother vn⸗ 


to the king of Ara⸗ 
gon. | 


== | He that time tame ok this tranayle 


This noble Poete of Flozence 
LES ( and Itaple | 
To make his penne a while foz to reſt, 
Cloſed his boke and hutit in his cheſt, 
But oꝛ he might lparre it with the key 
Came thꝛe pꝛiuces # mekely gan him pꝛey 


Imonges other remembꝛed in his boke 
They: greuauntes byiefly to declare, 
LOherwith Bochas gan caſt vp his loke 
And of cõpaſſion behelde theyz pitous fare: 
Thought he would foz no touthe (pare 
To they2 requeſtes goodly condiſcende 
Ind of his boke ſo foꝛ to make an ende. 


Here gan firſt reherſe by wzityng 

In his complaynt ful pitouſly ye made 
Touching the fall of the great king 
Called Saules, which his ſotour had 
The place named was Aftrociade 
And as he wꝛit, a lytle there beſide 
Was alytle Jle called Emaſide, 


Bothe theſe Jles together knit in one 
Wher Saules had his dominacton, 
Lining in peace enemy had he none 


E ochas dempt holding foz the beſt 


Whoſe kyngdom hole, as made is mencion 
In the valgar myne auctour wzite the lame 
Ok Malliogres plainip bare the name. 


There is alſo another ſmaller le 
Called Mayloꝛge. and of both twayn 
The laid king was loꝛd a great while, 
Kepyng his eſtate notable and ſouerapue: 
Hauynga coſyn gan at bim dildapne, 
Which was brother as made is mencion 


A" 


Untothe king that tyme of Aragon. 


n the les remembꝛed by wꝛyghtinges 
the people went in to bataple, 
Das the vlage founde vp firſt of ſlinges 
With caſt of ſtones theit enemies to aſſaple: 
They had of chot none other apparayle 
In that tyme, arblaſt nouther bowe, 
Perauenture was tho but lptell knowe. 


All theſe countteis were called but one lande 
Where Sawlſes helde poſſeſſion, 

Till his colyn with ſtrong and mighty hande 
With great power ſodaynly came doun, 
Bzought people out of Frragon, 

Fyll on kyng Dawes feble of diffence 

Gate that kingdome by knightly violence, 


The dalaunce was nat ofeuyn peys 
Atwene thele colyns,who lyſt take hede, 
Foz in hys conqueſt the Arragoneps 
Ofcruelte hath \mptten of the hede 

Ok kyng Sawles quakjnge in his dzede, 
Though it ſtode lo they were nygh of alye 
There was that day hewed no curteſy, 


Che. xxx bii.chapter. 


IF Howe Lewes king of Jeruſalem 
and Cecile was put downe, 


© Fter thys Stozytoldein wozdes 
fewe 


« N And kyng Sawſes flayne by ty⸗ 
. Therecameny inte and gan his 

n, 

| es loꝛde o 

The lame pie in that part ry 

Called Cythane the ſtozy telleth thus, 

After the name of king Siculus. 

Trynacrye, 


DfJhon Bochas: 


Trinatry a countre merueylous. ; 
Toke firſt his name of famous hylles the, 
The chefe of them is called-Belozus 
Che next Pathmus the third Lyllybe, 
Not ferre from Ethna the (ayd hilles be 
Beſide aſea full perilougandylle, 8 


With two dangers Caribdis and Stille. 


The ſayd Lewes byng of Jeruſalem 
And of Cetile the boke maketh mencion, ._ 
Which was chaſed and put qut of his rralme 
By another Lewes and put down, 
Ended in pouerte ſoz Gozt coneluſion: _ 
This laſt Lewes ot pite dydhym grace 


Tylye died to haue a dwellyng place, 


Che. xxxbiii. Chapter. 


How king John of Fraunce at Poyters 
was taken p2iſoner by pzince Ed⸗ 
warde, and bꝛought into 
Englande. 


— Ext of all and laſt of enerychone; 
Curling Foꝛtune with all her 

e variaunceecgcgc. 
Pang hys complapnt, to Bo⸗ 
thas came king John 
Tolde his tale how he was take in Fraunce 
By pzice Edward fo2 all his great puiſſaũce, 
And after with ſtrong and mighty hand, 


He was fro Poyters bzought into England, 


Akoꝛe diſtroyed his caſtels and his townes 
And ouerthzowen manly in battaple, | 
Dis pꝛinces ſlayne, theyz baners a penouns 


Noz bꝛode ſlanders might them not auayle: 


De trace rout 10 f 0 of — maile 
augre his might was pꝛilonet, 
In England after abode full many a pere. : 


Set afterwarde to full great raunſon. 
The wozthy llapne on the Frenche party, 
(The lame time in Bzutes Albyon __ 
There ffouredin luche nobleſſe  chynalry, 
With high pꝛudence and pzudent policy: 
Mars and Mercury aboue eche nation 
Gouerned that tyme Bzutus Albion. 


Mars fo: knighthode they: patron ĩ battaile 
And Mynerua gaue them influence . ,. 
Mepnt with bzightneſle of plate # maple, 
To llour in clergye and in hie pzudence 


Fol. xxx bi. 


That pꝛinte Edward by martial violence 
That day on liue one the beſt knight (might. 
Bzought home kinge John maugre all yys 


[Though Bochas gaue him fauour by ligage 
— to that partye, 3 
ich vnto him was but [mall auauntage 
Wozde is but winde bzought in by eaupe, 
Foz to hinder the famous chiualrye | 
Df Engliſh me, ful narow he gan him thinke 
Left ſpeare a helde fought with pen # ynke, 


Though the ſapd Borhas Houred in Poetry 
Dis partial wzityng gaue no mdztal wotide, 
Caught aquarell in his melancolp 

Which to his chame afterward did rebounde: 
In concluſion lyke as it was founde 
Agapne king John a quarel gan to take | 
Cauſe that he would of Englich men be take. 


Delde them but ſmall of reputacion | 
In his repozt,men may hys wzityng lee; 

is fantaſy no2 hys optnon 
tode in that caſe of none authozite: 8 
Their kig was take, their knightes did flee; 
Wher was Bochas to helpe the at ſuch nede: 
Daue with his pen he made no man to blede; 


Df right wilneſſe euery croniculer 
Should in his wzityng make no exception; 
Jndifferently conuey his matter 
Not be perciall ot none affection, 

But gyf the thanke ol moꝛtal guerdon 
Yps ple in ozder ſo egally obſeruey, 


To euery party as they haue deſerued; 


Laude of king John was that he abode; 

In that he quit hym like a manly knight, 
His lozdes ſlapne ſome away they rode, 
Moſt of his mepny toke them to the flight: 
This tourney take foz king Edwardes right, 
The feelde ywonne haue this in memozp 
Trouthes hold hath gladly the victozy. 


Df king John what Gould J wzite moꝛe 
Bꝛought to this land with other pziſoners2 
Upon which the realme complayned loze 
Byrehearſaplecfolde Cronitlers, 

Died in England within a fewe peres, 
Led home agapne after thepz waitynges 
Lieth at D-Denys with other kinges, 


Lenuope. 
Gg. ii. 


Ok 


The ninth Booke 


Of Bothas bokethe laſt tragedye 

w Compendiouſlye put in remembꝛaunce 

ow pance Edwarde w his chiualrye 
Fought at Poiters w king John of Fraũce, 
And thzough his mighty Marciali pupſaiice 

Gtoũded his quarell vpon his fatyers right, 
Toke him pꝛiloner ful like amanly knight, 


By colluſion kyng John dyd occupye 

Set out of oader the royall aliaunce, 
Scepter and crowne with all the regalye 
Was down deſceded to Edward i ſubſtaũce, 
Cõueped 5ᷣ bzatiches by lineall concoꝛdaunte: 
Foz whichtitle grounded.vpon right 
Pꝛinte Edward fought like a manly knight. 


His clayme and quarel moze to foꝛtifp, 

In token Þ god his quarel would auaunce 
Diſtamfitute was made on that party, 
Upon kyng John by violent vtraunce 

An heauealy ſigne by influent purueyaunce 
Sent from aboue to (ew Edwardes right 
Foz whirh þ pzice fought like a mãly knight. 


Noble pꝛintes your heartes do applpe 
Juſtly to way this matter in balaunce, 

All thing payled ye may it not denye 

It ye conſider enery circumſtaunce 

In right Judges map be no variaunce: 
The kielde derreyned deme who hath right 
Foz whiche þ pzice [ought lite a maly knight, 


Thing of aſſent put in ieopardy, 

And committed to Gods oꝛdinaunce, 

There map be after no contrauerſy 
Atwene party, quarel, noz diſtaunce, 

Who chal reioyle,+in this caſe ſtode Fraunce 
Sith at Poyters declaring who hath tight 
Pꝛice Edward fought lite a manly knight. 


Here Bochas maketh a rehearſayl how 
Fo2tune hath made highe eſtates vn- 
9 warely to dilcende. 


Et folke of wildom colider in their wit 
Gather vp a (um & count in theyz reaſon 
To all eſtates how Foztune hath her quit, 
To popes pꝛelates gyn firſt in Rome town, 
To cardinals moſt ſouerayne ot renown, 
When they lat hieſt coude them not defende 
Agayn Foꝛtune by no pzoivſion, 
But with a turne He made them to dileend. 


Alter in oꝛder call to remembzaunce, 


Olk Ethiope 


Agamd whole might no man coude hi deftde 


Theltate imperial 6f famong emperours, 
Which as Appollo thzo ee 
Theyz fame vp bio w to Ju 157 tours, 
And fozget not theſe olde conque 
Merturp taſt them to: 
Tyl that toꝛtune with herfrowatde chourg 
Moſt lodaynly made them to diſtende. 
Ringes and pꝛiaces of diuett regions, 

In Alpe, e,Affrike —4 — 
Monſters of Inde hydous of viſage, 
Athlas,Hercules „I their moſt furious rage, 


What folowed from their hyeft ſtage: 
Foztune bnwarely made them to dilcende. 


Pꝛieſtes, pꝛelates, # well fed fat perſons, 
And patriarkes that had great ſouerapute 
Reken vp religiös w al their bzode crowneg 
2ByWops,abbottes,confyzmed in their ſee, 
Beholde of foztune the mutabylite 
Seculere chanons w many great pzebende, 
whan they late hygheſt in their felycite 
Howe lodaynly che made them to dilcende. 


Ill 5 is waitten is wꝛitten to our doctryne, 
One courbeth lowe another gothe vpzight, 
Some be vicious ſome in bertue chyne, 
Phebus now clipſed ſõtyme yneth bꝛight, 
Somtpme cloudy lomtyme ſtetlight, 
Some kolke appapze (ome dothe amende, 
Shew of Foztunc the power & the might 
One goth vpward another doth dilcende. 


Some man holy cnereaſeth in vertue, 
Another recheleſſe of lrowarde wilfulneſſe, 
One is perfit and ſtable in Chziſt Jeſu, 
Another bzaydeth vpon frowardneſſe, 


One encreaſeth with treaſour c richeſſe, 


LOholtt thʒiue to labour muſt attende 
Maugre the wozld Foztunes doubleneſſe 
Doth one ariſe, another doth diſcende, 


One is buſy and ſetteth ail his labour 
Early to aryſe his good to multiply, 
Another ſpendeth, and is a great waſtour 
Some tre is barayn ſome tre doth fructifye, 
One tan ſay ſothe another can well lye, 
One tan gather another can diſpende, 
Unto koꝛtune this matter dot he applye 

She maketh one to ariſe, another to dilcẽde 


All thele matters combined into one 


Ok 


_ Ok Jhon Bothas. 


Ok which this boke maketh mencion, 

Uoyde the wede,of vertue take the cone 
As reaſon teacheth in your dilcrecion: 

And foꝛ to make a ſhozt concluſion 

In a bꝛefe ſumme this boke to compzehende, 
Foꝛtuues whele by reuolucion | 
Toth one clymbe vp, another to diſcend, 


Che woꝛdes of the 
tranſlatour, 


With letters x leues this lytell bo ke trẽbling 
Pꝛay to the p2ince, to haue on the pyte, 
Uoyde of all picture and enlumynyng 
Which halt of Cicero no curious dyte, 

Noz of his gardayne no floures of beante, 
God graunt grace thy rudeneſſe nat offende 
(The hygh nobleſſe and magnanymyte 
Ofhts pzeſence,whan thou ſhalt alcende. 


Fnd fo2 my parte ofone hert abyding 
Uoyde of chaunge and mutabylite, 
J do p2eſent this boke with hand@akyng 
Ok hole affection knelyng on my kne, | 
Pays the loꝛd one, two, and thze, 

hoſe magnificence no clerke may cõpꝛehẽde 
Sende you might grace and pꝛolperite 
Euer in vertue to encreace and aſtende. 


| 
| 5 


Fol. xxxbii. b 


To kiſſe 8 ſteppes ot thẽ that were kurthetig 
Laureat poetes whiche had ſoucraynte 
Ofelcquence,to (uppozte thy makyng: 
And pꝛay all tho that Gall this pꝛoceſle ſe 

In thyne excuſe that they lyſt tobe, 

And where it is ampſſe foz to amende 

Set thy grounde vpon humplite 

Unto their grace that thou mayſt alcende. 


In a choꝛte clauſe thy content reherſpng 'K 
As one vpclymbeth to great p2oſperite, 1 
So another by experte knowlegyng i 
From great rycheſſeis bꝛought to pouerte: 4 
Alas (O boke) what (hall J ſay ot the: 

Thy tragedyes thꝛugh all p woꝛlde to ſende. 

Go fozthe J pxay excuſe thy ſelfe and me, | 

who loueth molt vertue Higheſt Gal aſcende, 


Blacke be thy wede of coplaynt # mournig, 
Called fall of pzinces from their felycite, 
Lyke Chaunteplure now ſinging nowe we - 
wo after my2th,next toy aduerſyte, (ping, 
So entremedled there is no ſuerte; _ 
Lyke as this boke doth pzayſe a cõpꝛehende, 
Nowe on the whele now ſet in lowe degre, 
Who will encreace by vertue muſt aſcende, 


The ende of Bochas 
Uoluines. ; 
Gg. iit 


Auer 
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